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Iranbegins drillingon
Phase 11 of South Pars
Field

Thedrillingoperation on Phase 11 of South
Pars Gas Field in southern Iran began on
Saturday, an official reported.

Mohsen Rezaei, the caretaker of the
developmentprojectofPhase 11 of South Pars
Field, said thatthe projectaims to excavate
aboutone billion cubic feet of gas from the
phase eachday.

South ParsFieldisshared by Iranand Qatarin
the Persian Gulfwatersinsouthern Iran.
Inan exclusive interview with IRNA on Oct
20,Managing-Director ofthe South Pars Field
Hadi Hashemzadeh Farhang said thatonce
Iran completes the new phase of South Pars
Field, itwill outpace Qatarin gas excavation
fromthe shared field by 120 mcm/d.

The official said that Iran finally won the
“breathtaking marathon” over gas excavation
inthe shared field with Qatar.

Now 23 years after the South Pars
developmentprojectinaugurated, the field,
having 12 refineries, has turned into the
biggestgasrefinery complex ofthe world.
With the inauguration of phases 2 and 3 in
2001, the field used to produce some 56
mcm/d of gas which has now risento 700
mcm/d, headded.

Hesaid thatwhatdoublesIran’sachievement
in outpacing Qatar in the excavation of gas
from the shared field is that only one-third
ofthe areaofthe field islocated within the
Iranian territory while the resttwo-thirdsare
inthe Qatari waters.

Will Biden bring
Iranianoil backonline?

As the Trump administration continues
to slap more sanctions on Iranian oil and
launches a flurry of enforcementactions,
seizing Iranian weapons and oil bound for
Venezuela, some are hedgingthatapotential
Biden victory could lead to arelaxation of
sanctionsonIranand areturn to the marketof
Iranian oil. According to the Oil Price website,
Markets would have to keepin mind, however,
thatinthe eventthat Biden winsand even
assuming (unlikely) that one of his first
actions would be to allow Iran to resume oil
exports,itwould still take Iran 12 months
atthe minimum to ramp up to any market-
threatening volumes. That would, in turn,
potentially be timed with bestestimates ofa
COVID-19vaccine, whichwould precede an
uptickin oildemand.

And even then, thisisabest-case scenario
for Iran, whichis getting by with sanctions-
busting exportsatthe moment, mostrecently
using the Iraqi coast as a waypoint for
avoiding US sanctions.

Itisnotlikely that Biden would immediately
move to open the Iranian oil floodgates. The
Democratsarenotnecessarily foamingatthe
mouth to cater to Iran after the incidents of
this pastyear.

The genie that’sbeenletoutofthatbottle
israther more difficultto putbackin atthis
point.Biden hasindicated thathe would seek
torevive the nuclear deal with Iran; however,
another deal would potentially carry wider
restrictions for Iran than the 2015 deal did,
and thereisno fast-track scenario for such
negotiations.

www.esfahan-news.com

TheFirstBilingual Economic NewspaperInlsfahan Brovince

License Owner&Managing
director: RezaMahzunieh

Editor-in-Chief: Marzie Rabiei

Assistant Editor-in-Chief of English
Section: Bahare Yousefi

Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad
Square, Isfahan, Iran

Tel:031-32274500

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Organization of advertisement:
031-32274517,32274518, 32274512,
32274505.
Fax:031-32274507,32274511

Lithographyand printing:Golriz

Isfahansubscribers Office:
031-32274508

website: esfahan-news.com

SMS:30007232

Saudi Arabia cuts oil prices to Asian market

Theworld'stop oilexporter;SaudiArabia,appears

unconvinced thatnear-termdemand hasmuch

roomtogrowasitreduceditsofficialselling price

foritsflagshipcrudegradetoitskeymarketAsia.

Saudi state oil
giant Aramco cut
on Thursday its

%

N E w s official selling
price (OSP) forthe

NEWS Arab Light crude
grade shipped

to Asia in December
by $0.10 a barrel to
a discount of $0.50
versus the benchmark
Oman/Dubai average,
offwhich Middle Eastern
producers price the
crude oil they sellin Asia,
Bloombergreported.

The cut was in line
with Asian refiners’
expectations, who said
ina Reuters survey last
week thatthey expected
either a small cut in
pricesor flat prices for
December compared
to November, because
of weakening refining
margins and weakening
Dubaibenchmarkprices.
The pricing of Saudi
crude, typically released

around the fifth of each
month, generally sets
the trend for the pricing
for Asia of other Gulf oil
producers such as the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Kuwait, Iraq, and
Iran. The pricing of Saudi
Aramcoaffectsasmuchas
12 millionbarrels perday
(bpd) of Middle Eastern
crude grades going to
Asia.

The Saudis also cut
the prices for all their
gradessoldinthe United
States, but lifted all
prices for Saudi crude

going to Europe and
the Mediterranean for
December.

The Saudi cut for its
flagship crude to Asia
isin contrast with last
month’sincreasein the
price of Arab Light, which
themarketinterpretedas
asignthattheworld’s top
oilexporterseesdemand
strengthening.
However, since early
October, markets have
been increasingly
concerned about near-
term oil demand as the
second COVID-19 wave

in Europe and the United
States, and in parts of
Asia, threatens to unravel
the recovery from the
second-quarter slump.
OPEC Secretary General
Mohammad Barkindo
himself said last week
that global economic
and oildemand recovery
was still anemic, while
thereturn oflockdowns
in major economies in
Europe—including
France, Germany,and the
UK—sentthe Brentprice
below $40 abarrel last
week.
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Wind power
togenerate
30 MWmore
electricityby

year-end

Deputy Minister and
Head of Renewable
Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization
(SATBA) said on
Saturday thatelectricity
wind powerto generate
30 MW bythe end ofthe
current Iranian year
making up 60% of the
predicted capacity of
the Zabol wind farmin
Sistanand Baluchestan
province.

Mohammad  Satkin
said aninterview with
IRNA on Saturday that
located in the Mil-e
Nader village in Zabol
City, the wind farm will
have 20 wind turbines,
each with a capacity
of 2.5 megawatts,
manufactured by Iranian
company.

Use of such wind power
plants in Mil-e Nader
villagein Zabol City can
help market thiskind of
power plant in Sistan-

Baluchestan province

Goods transitvia  currentyear (started March He went on to say that period, Rahmanipouradded. and is an example of
21). 240,214 tons of products, Marivan Customsisbusyin attracting investment,

BaShlllanOI'(lel' Speaking in an interview valuedat$498,152,670were the field of transit, export, hesaid
Crossinghits with IRNA on Sat., Bakhtiar transited from Bashmaq passenger affairsand also According to him,
about$2bn Rahmanipour said that Customstoforeigncountries import sector. Kordestan a 25-kilometer
Observer of Kordestan Bashmaq Customsstandsat inthefirstseven monthsof province Customs Offices transmission line will
Customs said that goods firstplaceamongcustomsof thecurrentyear (fromMarch including Bashmaqborder connectturbines ofthe
valued at $1,903 76g2 792' thecountryintermsofforeign 21toOct.22). in Marivan and Siranband wind farm to the national

was transite’dvia’BaS};ma " transit,adding, “Thevolume Totally,781,022tonsofgoods, border crossing in Baneh grid.

Customs.  lran’s maig of domestic transit from valuedat$1,903,762,792, areofferingquality customs "There is no plan to
border cr’ossin swith Iraai Bashmagq Customshit24,669 hasbeen transited through services to those who are exchange energy
Kurdistan reg%on in t}?e tons,valuedat$26,365,409.” Bashmaq Customs in this activeineconomicsector. generated by the plant
: with Afghanistan at
present, but it is an
HI1'Trade With during the first half of the million tons worth $2.52 example of developing

ECO at $4.5b

Iran’s non-oil trade reached
$4.54 billion with members
ofthe Economic Cooperation
Organization, namely Turkey,
Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan,

currentIranian year (March
21-Sept.21).
Latestdatareleased by the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration show
Irantraded 9.199 million tons
ofnon-oil commodities with
ECO member states during
theperiod.

Iran’s exports totaled 6.540

billion duringthe period.
Afghanistan was the main
destination of Iranian goods
among ECO members, solely
importing $1.108 billion
worth of commodities from
Iran.
Importsstoodat2.657 million
tonsworth $2.016 billion, with
Turkey toppingthelistof ECO

member countries with the
highest value of exports to
Iran. The neighboring country
alone accounted for 1.834
billion ofthe totalimports.

such joint capacities
that will contribute to
development,"hesaid.

Accordingto mediaand
statistics, winds blow
from end of May to late
Septemberintheeastand
southeastofthelranian
Plateau, particularly
in Sistan-Baluchestan.
Typicalwind speedis 30-

NO 623
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Consul General ofthe Islamic
Republic of Iran in shanghai
said that the Silk Road will
expand culturaland economic
tiesbetween Iranand China.

Highlighting the strategicand
international importance of
theSilkRoad,Ramezan Parvaz
underlined thatthe road will
expand culturaland economic
tiesbetweenIranand China.

TheIranian diplomatfurther
pointed to the significance of
expandingrelationsbetween

thetwo countriesinthe future.
He went on to say that Iran
plays a major role in the
framework of the Belt and
Road Initiative due to its
strategicpositionin WestAsia.
The event was organized by
the Chinese International
Economic Cooperation
Association and on the
sidelines of the China
International ImportExpo.
Some 28 Iranian
companies in the fields of
technology, Carpets, and
handicrafts, dried fruit,
and culture attended the
event.

40 kilometers per hour,
butoccasionally exceeds
100-110km, and when
thewindsstartblowing,
itmakesexecutive works
impossible to continue
andinstalltheturbines.
Under construction on
20 hectares, the wind
farmislocatedinthe Mil-
e-Nadervillage in Zabol
Countyanditisthefirst
large wind farm in the
southeasternregion.
Upon completion, itwill
have a total capacity of
50 MW, with 20 wind
turbines each with a
capacity of 2.5 MW.The
projectisexpectedtocost
$70million.
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Cuban President

says Iranhasrightto
useciviliannuclear

technology
CubanPresidentMiguel
Diaz-Canel reiterated
Cuban oppositiontothe
USarbitrary sanctions
againstlran,sayingthat
Iranhastherighttouse
peacefulnuclearenergy.
Hemadetheremarksin
video-conference with
[ranianForeignMinister
Mohammad Javad Zarif.
he form ofa conference
videowith Miguel Diaz-
Canel,Cuba'sPresident.
[ranian Foreign
Minister once more
invited PresidentMiguel
Diaz-Canel to visit
Iran, thanking Cuba's
supportforlraninthe
United Nations General
Assembly.

Inthisvideo conference,
both sides emphasized
the good political
relations  between
the two countries
and mentioned
capacities to expand
economic cooperation
betweenlranand Cuba.
The two sides also
expressed their
readiness for vaccine
production, especially
the COVID-19 vaccine,
energyand cooperation
between the two
countries were also
among other topics
discussed by Iranian
Foreign Minister and
PresidentMiguel Diaz-
Canel.
[ranianForeignMinister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
arrivedin Cuba’s capital
cityofHavanaonFriday
forhigh-level talksinhis
Latin Americatour.
Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad
Zarifwhois currently
inHavanaonhis Latin
Americantour visited
two medical and
pharmaceuticalstudies
centersinthecapital.
During the visit, the
heads and directors
of the two centers
explained the progress
madeinthe production
of various vaccines,
especiallythe COVID-19
vaccine.

The directors of the
CubanMinistryofHealth
and CenterofBioPharma
Cuba also briefed
Zarifonthe processof
producing different
typesofvaccinesandthe
cooperationbetweenthe
centerandthe Pasteur
InstituteofIran.

The Iranian foreign
ministervisited Caracas
andHavanaonhisthree-
nation Latin American
tourwhichwillalsotook
himto Bolivia.

=

Iran’s Policies Unaffected by
US Election Result: Deputy
| Q0] |

Iran’s deputy foreign ministersaid the result of the US presidential
voteswillhave nobearingon the fundamental policies of the [slamic
Republicoflran.

Inaradiointerview on Saturday, Abbas Araqchisaid Tehran has
alwaysopted tostand uptobullyingand pressure.

“Iran’s fundamental policies, which are based on countering
domination and resistingillegal pressure, will definitely notbe
affected by the USelections,” he said.

“Butnaturally,ifanewsituationemerges, the IslamicRepublicofIran
willadopt proper methodsand solutions which arein conformity
withthenewsituationinordertosecureitsinterestsand counterany
possiblenew pressure orthreats,” the deputy ministeradded.
Hefurtherlashed outat Washington’sbullying, saying, “There willbe
noshiftinthe United States’ domineeringand bullying policies with
the change of president."However, ifnewindividuals come to power
inthe United States,newapproaches may emerge in Washington’s
policy, Araqchisaid.The Iranian diplomatalso weighed in on the
possibility ofthenewUS presidentreturningtothe 2015 Irannuclear
deal, officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).“Ttisstilltoo early to talkabout this. There are numerous
challenges, but, in the first place, one should wait and see what
possiblenewpolicieswillbeadopted bythe US, he stated.

Implications of T'rump's legacy for US, intl.

community

In remarks on November
3, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
AliKhameneistressed that
Iran’s policy toward the US
wouldnotbeaffected by the
resultofthe US presidential
election.

"No matter who wins the US
elections,itwon'taffectourpolicy
toward the US. Some people talk
aboutwhatwillhappenifthisorthatone

iselected. Yes, certain eventsmayhappenbuttheydon't
concernus.Ourpolicyis calculatedand clear;” the Leaderemphasized.

NEWS

IRGC choppersinoperation to

Trump'sascenttothe White Houseand his possible

premature departure from it, both results of

engineeredelections, havehad and will continueto

have consequences forthe USand the international

community.

By: Payman
Yazdani

Allreportscoming
from the United
NEWS States indicate
1 I 8 Trump'sone-term
presidencyandJoe Biden’s
victory, although the case
maybe taken tothe Supreme
Courtanditmay take several
weeksforthefinalresulttobe
announced.

helpputdownfirein N Iran
TheIslamicRevolutionary Guards Corpse (IRGC) has
dispatched chopperstohelp extinguishawildfireinthe
country’snorthernwoodlands.

According to General Mohammad MehdiNouri, a
senior commander atthe Defense Ministry,the IRGC
Aerospace Force's helicopters were dispatched to
assistthe Iranian Red Crescent Society’s forces to
control theraging fire in the northern province of
Golestanimmediately after the fire started raving
throughthewoodlandslastSunday:.

Hesaid the militaryhelicoptershavebeenemployedto
carrytherescueforcesand firemen.

The choppersare capable of delivering4000liters of
waterand discardingitwith greatprecisionatthe place
ofthefire,Nouriadded.

[ranianmilitary forces playaleadingroleintherescue
andreliefefforts during natural disastersin the
country. The Army and the IRGCunitshave saved the

Regardless of who wins,
theresults of this election
will have implications for
Americansociety,aswellas
theinternational community,
includingthe UStraditional
alliesaroundtheworld.
Donald Trump evenmanaged
togetabout 7 million more
votesin2020thanin2016.
Thismeansthatalthoughhe
may notgetinto the White
Housethistime, hehasbeen
abletocreateadiscoursethat
manyrefertoas"Trumpism”
duringhis four-yeartermas
theUSpresident.

The Christian Science
Monitor called Trumpisma
continuation of former US
PresidentReagan'sapproach
andwrote: “Trumpismis part
[of] Reagan Republicanism -
lowertaxes,lessgovernment
regulation, cultural
conservatism - plus a
pivottoward ahardline on
immigrationandan “America
First” approachto foreign

Trump and his legacy can
be considered the result
ofanengineered election,
which will definitely have
certain consequences for
the Americansocietyinthe
internaland externalarenas.
The consequences of this
engineered electioninclude
the discrediting of the
integrity ofthe US electoral
systemand democracy,and
thepolarization of American
society,ina way thatthese
days we are witnessing
widespread protestsagainst
electoral fraud invarious US
statesand the clashbetween
TrumpandBidensupporters.
Fornearlytwodecades, many
American policymakers
and decision-makers have
believed thatthe trade and
securityregimesand orders
created by the Americans
themselvesafter World War
[Tarenotonlyincapable of
meetingthe USinterestsany
longer, but they have also
paved the way for the US

rivals,suchasChinaandthe UnitedStates.

European Union, to surpass
the country. Therefore,
getting Trump to powerin
2016 and removing him
from powerin 2020 canbe
justified by taking thisissue
intoaccount.

To change and amend
many of the world's trade
and security regimesinits
own favor, the American
political system needed
someone who, lacking
international decency, was
ready toleave orundermine
international treaties and
institutions such as World
Health Organization, the
Paris Agreement, the Trans-
Pacific Treaty, etc.and to pave
the way for renegotiations
onthesetreaties thatwould
resultinmore concessionsfor
the United States.

Trump's policies have also
strengthened the farrightin
the European Union, which
aims to weaken the blocin
line with the interests of the

Trump's policies have also
leftalegacy that will make
immigrationpoliciestougher.
These Policieshad changed
the demographicstructure
ofthe USinthepastdecades
and could have posed threats
tothe countryinthe future.
Donald Trump's mission for
the Americanpolitical system
has apparently come toan
end,andheissettobeousted
inany way possible, even by
electoral fraud, no matter
howmuchhe himselfwould
protest against his early
removal frompower.

Now it is the Democrats'
turn to reap the rewards
of Trump's actions at
home and abroad with
ademocratic gesture,and
use Trump's legacy, known
as "Trumpism," as abaton
to gain more concessions
from the US rivals and
international partners,even
from Washington's European
allies.

lives of civiliansinmanyincidents, suchasfloodsand
earthquakes.

Rouhani callsonnew US admin.
toreturn tointl. commitments

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani called on the new
USadministrationtolive up toitscommitmentsunder
JCPOAandreturntointernational obligations, stating
thatsanctionerswillnotachieve theirgoals.
Speakingatthe National Coronavirus Combatand
Prevention Headquarters on Sat., Rouhanilashed
outatUS policiesand added, “Those whoimposed
sanctions on the country should know thattheyhave
adoptedwrongpathand would notachievetheirgoals
inanyway”

He called onthe new USadministration toreturn to
itscommitments withinthe framework ofJCPOAand
surrendertotheinternationallawsand regulations.
Then, President Rouhanireferred to the outbreak of
coronavirusglobal pandemicandadded, “Itisforabout
eightmonthsthatpeople ofthe countryaregrappling
with the pandemicand have faced serious problems
sincetheoutbreak”

“We hope that with the cooperation of each
other and within the framework of the directives
approved by the National Coronavirus Combatand
Prevention Headquarters, we will gradually witness
aconsiderable decrease ontheadverseeffectsofthe
diseaseacrossthe country,hestressed.

People ofthe countryhave faced economicterrorism

policy”
Iranwon't accept any Nagorno-Karabakhregionandnearthe Armeniawasprimarilymeanttoprotectthe
. . o Iranianborder. Iranianfrontier,whichhesaid wasaredline.
changelnl'eglon S “Preservingthe geopoliticsof theregion Fighting has been ongoing between
geographicalstatus: is...ourredline.Nopowershouldseekto Azeritroopsandthe Armenian-backed
change the geography oftheregion; we separatists of the Nagorno-Karabakh
Commander will nottolerate such athing,” Brigadier regionsince September 27.The contested

AseniorIranianmilitary commandersays
theIslamic Republicwillacceptno change
intheregion’sgeographicaland geopolitical
status, amid fighting between forces of
Azerbaijanand Armeniaover the disputed

onFriday.

General Kioumars Heidari, the commander
ofthelranian Army’s Ground Forces, said

He said the deployment of Army units to
Iran’sborder areas with Azerbaijan and

region,hometo ethnicArmenianpeople, is
internationally recognized as Azerbaijani
territory, butithasbeenunderthe control of
Armenian-backedseparatistssincetheearly
1990swhentheyseized itbymilitary force.

overthepastthreeyearsandinthisway, they showed
significantresistance, perseverance and patience
during these years which is unique of its kind,
PresidentRouhaniadded.

Elsewherein his remarks, Rouhani pointed to the
spread of coronavirus, COVID-19,in the countryand
said, “Drasticand effective decisions were adopted
inthe National Coronavirus Combatand Prevention
Headquartersand we cameto this conclusion thatwe
need toimplementhealth protocolsand guidelines
more preciselyinorderto contain the pandemic.”

NewUS govt.hasnosanctions
forworseningsituationin
Iran

The Government Spokesman said that new US government
hasno sanctions for worsening the situation of [ranian
people.

Inreactionto US 2020 Presidential Election, Ali Rabieiina
note on Sat. pointed to the maximum pressures exerted by
the US administration againstIranand added, “Maximum
pressure has come toits end and any government in the
United Statesnolonger has sanctions to worsen the situation
inlran.”

“Atthetime of writing this note when the outcome of US 2020
Presidential Election hasnotyetbeen decided, apart from
whowilltake over the presidencyin the United States, one can
review once again the origins ofits principled policies that
both Leader ofthe Islamic Revolutionand Iranian President

emphasized itlastweekalthough the methodologyindicates
the ousting of the hated president. The Leader noted that
whoeverbecomes Presidentof the United States will not
affectour policies. President Rouhani also reminded that
we donot care whois elected in the United States, but the
behavior ofthe United Statesisimportant forus.”

During the years when the Trump administration, with his
selfish, belligerentand hateful nature and the mostinhumane
group inthe White House came together, they withdrew from
JCPOA andincited anumber of countriesin the region and
imposed unilateral and illegal sanctions on Iranian people,
sothatIran’s solution to terminate this lawlessness was
unbelievably simple, he added.

In spite of all hardships created for the nation and
government, Islamic Republic of Iran has shown that it
willadhere toits principled policy in defending security
concurrent with people'slivelihood, and will continue
to stand by that principle and treaty firmly, government
spokesmanadded.

The

United States canreturn

toawise policy while respecting the civilized will to

enjoy well-being, health and security of [ranians and at the

sametimeand distanceitselffrom today’sbelligerentpolicies

ofthe White House. This path will also benefit the world peace
andsecurity and people of the region, Rabieisaid.
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US Isolatedin World, Zarif Says

[ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifhighlighted the USgovernment’s
growingisolationintheinternational community after the failure ofits policy of
bullying.Inaninterviewwith Venezuela's television network teleSUR duringhis
stayin Caracas on Thursday, Zarifhighlighted Iran’s political victories againstthe
USatthe UN Security Council“We defeated the United States three timesatthe United
Nations Security Councilinthelastfewmonths. And thatshowshowisolated US policy of
maximum pressureand USbullyinghasbecomein theinternational community,”he said.

“It'snotavictory for Iran, butit'savictory forinternational law, for the United Nations Charter, and for
United Nations Security Councilresolutions,”headded.

637

Askedaboutthe prospectofgrowing cooperation between Tehranand Caracas, Zarif said the mutual
collaborationwill definitely gofurther.
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Iran’s Policies
Unaffected by US NEWS
. news
Election Result:
Deputy FM Kremlinrefutes
B reports of Putin's plan
Rouhanicallson toresign
new US admin. Kremlm Spokesman
. Dmitry Peskovrefuted
toreturntointl. rumors that President
commitments Vladimir Putin had
o healthissuesand was
planningtoresign.
Iran: Forex Market  'this is complete
Retreats, Gold nonsense. Thepresident
. iswell...heisinexcellent
Gains o health,” Peskov told
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN reporters whenasked
tocommentonWestern
Morning call to prayer : media reports that
05:03:57 Putin had some health
issuesand was planning
Noon call to prayer: to resign, Sputnik
1 4702 reported_
Evening call to prayer: Whenasked aboutthe

17:25:48

WEATHER

resignation, Peskovsaid
the presidentwas not
planningtoresign.

The statement comes
ontheheelsof TheSun's
report, citing "Moscow
sources"thatVladimir
Putinisplanningto quit
nextyearamid growing
health-related "fears".
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Will Biden bring Iranian oil back

Karabakh dispute and Ayatollah Khamenei’s
rational position

On his November 3rd speech on the occasion of the birth

anniversary of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), Ayatollah

Seyyed Ali Khamenei—the Supreme Leader of the Islamic

Revolution— mentioned the conflictbetween Azerbaijan

and Armenia and stressed thatthe Azerbaijaniland should

be freed while the safety of its Armenian citizens mustbe

secured.

Inthisregard, Dr. Mohsen Pakaeen, Iran’s former
ambassadortoAzerbaijanhasaddressedtheissue
inanop-ed piece.

Stressing that the war is a bitter incident as
itthreatensthe security of the region, Imam
Khameneistated: “This military skirmish should
end as soon as possible. Of course, all lands
belonging to the Republic of Azerbaijan and
occupied by Armenia should beliberated and
returned to Azerbaijan.”

HisEminencestressed thenecessitytoensurethe
safety ofthe Armenianslivinginthoselandsand he
demandedthatthetwosidesrespectinternational
borders: “Theterrorists who have entered the
region,based onreliablereports,shouldneverbe
allowedtogetclosetolranianborders,butifthedo
so,theywill definitelybe confronted.”

The Supreme Leader’s statements about the
Karabakh dispute originate from his justice-
seeking outlook and are based on accepted
international principles. Today,according to
internationallaws, supporting the territorial
integrity of countries is an accepted and
irreversible principle.Inhisstatements, Ayatollah
Khameneidemanded supportfortheterritorial
integrity ofthe Republicof Azerbaijan and the
liberation of the lands occupied by Armenia.
His insistence on the two sides respecting
international borders meansrespecting the
territorial integrity of neighboring countries.
Today, occupying independent lands is not
acceptedand the countrywhoselandshave been
occupiedhastherighttofightfortheliberation of
itsoccupiedlands.Duringthe Sacred Defense Era,
when certain [ranianterritories were occupied,
we too had therightto fight for liberating our
landsand therefore, werecognize Azerbaijan’s
righttodoso.

Because ofhisbeliefinrespecting minorities’
rights, His Eminence stressed the necessity
for the Azerbaijani governmentto ensure the
safety of the Armenians. The Armenians of
Karabakhjustify theirindependence from the
Republicof Azerbaijan by exploiting the legal
conceptof “havingtherightto determine one’s
fate”. However, according to well-established
internationallaws, therightto determine one’s
fateis defined underthe concept of countries’
territorial integrity. In other words, ethnicities
and minorities should pursue their rights by
respectingnational authorityand the territorial
integrity of their countries. In the Karabakh
dispute, the Azerbaijani government should
naturallyasserttherightsofthe Armeniansliving
in Karabakh - who are partofthe Azerbaijani
nation - within the framework of their national
authority. The Supreme Leader’swarningabout
the presence of takfiri groups in the Karabakh
war zone and his insistence on the Islamic
Republic’sfirmresponse to the terrorists should
theytransgressagainstthe Iranianbordersisa
calculated, firmand strategicposition.
Unfortunately, regarding the war between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia, one of the
countriesintheregionisaccused ofencouraging
the takfiri groups to show their presencein that
warzone. Thisisavery unpleasantincident.
Althoughithasbeendenied, evidence showsthat
takfirisare presentin theregion and they have
evenpublishedin cyberspace some clips of their
presenceinwarzones.

The existence of terrorism everywhere in the
world hasbeenand continues tobe a source of
insecurityand terror. Ifafterhavingexpelled the
takfiris from Syriaand Irag, some people help
theirdeploymentinIranianborders, they have
certainly made a grave mistake. The countries
involved in the war should take the Supreme
Leader’'swarningseriouslyandiftheyhavemade
thismistake, they should makeup forit.

We hope that in the future, the points and
recommendations thatthe Supreme Leader of
the Islamic Revolution offered on the issue of
Karabakhwillbe highlighted and attended to by
the officials of the country-includingthe officials
incharge ofdiplomacyand media.

online? o

Iran and its peaceful approach toward Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict started more than amonth ago

and has claimed over one thousand casualties.

The conflictover the Nagorno-Karabakh
hasbeen goingonsince September 27
between Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

Once withmediation of Russiaand once
with mediation of France, the US, and
Russia, Baku and Yerevan agreed to
a humanitarian ceasefire, but hours
afterwards, the two sides accused each
otherofviolatingthe truce.

Expansion ofthe conflictand concerns
aboutdeploymentof Takfiri forces to the
region have made theregional powers
sensitive to putan end to the conflict.
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh in a message on
October 19referred to worryingimages
released from Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, saying Iran will not accept
peoplebeingbeheaded like the Takfiris
doorcitiesand innocentpeople being
targeted.

Taking into consideration good
neighborlinessand havingborders with
both sides ofthe conflict, Iran became
more active to restore peace in the
areathanthe otherregional and trans-
regional powers.

Iran consulted with Armenia and
Azerbaijanatthelevel of foreign minister
and president and warned about
possible penetration of terrorist.

Iran did notstop here and wenton to
devise apeace plan forthe conflict.
Although the details of the plan have
notbeen published, with regards to the
strategicapproach ofIran toward the
region, the plan should includerespect
totheterritorial integrities, liberation
of occupied lands, and exchange of
prisonersofwar.

Asacommitted country, Iranbelievesin
the fourresolutions of the UN Security
Council and two advisoryresolutions

ofthe UN General ssembly aboutthe
necessity of liberation of Nagorno-
Karabakh and Azeri possession of the
area.

Iran believes sustainable peace is
bound toretreatfrom occupiedlands
andrespectto territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan.
ItisafactthatNagorno-Karabakhisan
indispensable partof Azerbaijan and
thatalarge partofthe Azeripopulation
oftheareahasbeen forced toleave the
area due to the conflicts of 1980s and
1990s.

InanalyzingIran’s conduct toward the
issue, one should pay attention that
expansionism and annexation of other
countries’landshavenoroominlIran’s
security and political doctrine.
Peaceliesinacceptance of each other’s
rights and restoration of the occupied
lands to the original owners. That’s
why liberation of occupied territoriesis
pivotalto Iranian peace plan.

Three decades of frozen dispute over
Nagorno-Karabakh region shows that
any short-term or temporary solutionis
bound to fail.

The recent wise remarks made
by Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei stressed liberation of
occupiedlandsandinvited both parties
ofthe conflicttorespecteach other’s
territorial integrities, adding thatthe
rights of Armenianslivingin theregion
shouldberespected.
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