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NEWS

Rich-Poor Inflation Gap
at8.1%

The average annualinflation gap measured by the
Statistical Center of[ranamongincome deciles stood
at8.1%intheseventhIranianmonth (Sept.22-Oct.
21),indicatinga 1.6 percentage pointincrease
compared with the previous month.

Theinflation gap in “food, beverages and tobacco”
group among income deciles increased by 1.2
percentage points and that of “non-food and
services” group widened by 2.8 percentage point
compared with the previous month, SCIreported
onitswebsite.

The average goods and services Consumer Price
Index in the 12-month period ending Oct. 21
increased by 24.4% for the first decile (those with
thelowestincome) while it grew by 32.5% for the
10thdecile (those with the highestincome).

The “food, beverages and tobacco” group inflation
increased 23.4% forthefirstdecileand 21.1%forthe
10th group. “Non-food and services” groupinflation
grew 25.5% for the firstdecile and 35.5% for the
10thgroup.

Averageinflation rates grew by 25% for the second
decile compared with lastyear’s corresponding
period; 25.3% for the third decile; 25.5% for the
fourthdecile; 25.8% forthefifth decile; 26.2% forthe
sixth decile; 27% for the seventh decile; 27.7% for
eighthdecileand 29.3% for the ninth decile.

The highest overall CPI (usingthe Iranian year to
March 2017 asthebaseyear) stood at 295.7 for the
10th decileand thelowestwas 249.7 calculated
forthefirstdecile. The first, second, third and fifth
decilesregistered a 6% month-on-monthinflation
growth. Monthlyinflation growth was 5.9% for the
fourthdecile, 6.2% for the sixth decile, 6.7% for the
seventhdecile, 7.1% for the eighth decile, 8.4% for
theninthdecileand 10.6% forthe 10th decile.
Theyear-on-yearinflationratesincreased by 37.2%
forthe firstdecile duringthe month underreview,
37.7%forsecond, 37.8% forthirdand fourth, 38.1%
for fifth, 38.7% for sixth, 40.9% for seventh, 42.7%
for eighth, 47.6% forninthand 57.1% for the 10th
decile.

Income deciles are groupings thatresult from
rankingeitherallhouseholdsorall personsinthe
populationintheascendingorderaccordingto
income and then dividing the populationinto 10
groups, each comprisingapproximately 10% ofthe
estimated population.

Accordingto Javad Hosseinzadeh, the head of the
Statistical Center of Iran, the bigger share of durable
goods (automobiles, household goods, etc.) in the
consumer basketofhigh-income decilesisone ofthe
reasons behind theinflation gap betweenincome
deciles.

Notingthatthe gapbetweenincomedecilesbegan
torisesincethelranianmonthendingDec.21,2019,
theofficialrecently said food, beveragesand tobacco
account for 43.3% and non-food and services
constitute 56.7% ofthe consumerbasketofthe first
decile (those with the lowestincome) while food,
beverages and tobacco make up 17% and non-food
andservices constitute 83% ofthe consumerbasket
ofthe 10th decile (those with the highestincome).
“The Consumer Price Index examines the weighted
average of prices of abasket of consumer goods
and services; both weights and prices are very
important. Price changesinnon-food and services
would haveabiggerimpacton CPIthanfood.Infact,
non-foodandservices drive up theinflationrate for
the 10th decile compared with the average rate,”
Hosseinzadeh was quoted as saying by ILNA.

The SCI chiefnoted thatthe increase in foreign
exchangeratealsohadabiggerimpactontheprices
of durable goodstahtare mostlyimported.
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Iran's Power Consumption Declines

Farming communitiesand industries cuttheir

power consumption (byturningoffwaterpumps

andmachinery)inthehotseason (June-August)

by 2billionkilowatthours, the Energy Ministry

spokesmanforthepowerdepartmentsaid.

Asperacontract
between  the
ministry and
the two sectors

NEws (industrial

NEWS and agro), they

_EEEM consumed
much less electricity
during peakhoursand
together got $6 million
discountinthebilling,”
IRNA quoted Mostafa
Rajabi Mashhadi as
saying.
The state-run
Power Generation,
Distribution and
Transmission
Company’s (Tavanir)
decision to sign
contracts with heavy
consumers to shift
consumption from
peakto off-peakhours
delivered and the
same scheme will be
extended nextyear, he
noted.
The company’sannual
power generation
capacityisaround 300
billion kilowatthours.
Referring to the
ministry’s aim to
prevent power
outages next summer,
Mashhadi said in
addition to raising
power output, new
dealswith thekeyagro
and industry sectors
willbe undertaken.
As per Tavanir’s
contractswith 250,000
farmers and industry
owners earlier this
year, those who
turned off their water
pumps and electricity-
intensive toolsbetween
12 pm to 6 pm were
eligible for discounts.
Unlike previous
years, this summer in

=

cooperation with the
household, industrial,
commercial and
farming sectors,
consumptionincreased
by a meager 0.3%
during peak hours
comparedto2019.
“The highestrecorded
national consumption
last year was 57,600
MW in one day.
Although the number
of electricity meters
increased by 1 million
this fiscal year,
consumption peaked
at57,800 MW on July
15th, 2020

Needless to say, the
virus pandemic and
economic recession
forced many
manufacturing units
to shut down their
businesses.

It was reported that
ifthe key sectors had
been indifferent,
consumption would
have surpassed 61,000
MW.

Putsimply, promoting
the culture of judicious
consumption and
giving industries and
farmers financial
incentives can play
animportantrole (at
leastinshort-term) in
managing electricity
usage during summer
whenhouseholds turn
onthe cooling systems
and the mercury in
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27% Risein
Astara Port

Throughput

Atotal of 117,000 tons
of goods were loaded and
unloaded in Astara Portin
thenorthern Gilan Province
during the first half of the
currentlranianyear (March
20-Sept.21),toregistera
27% growth compared with
the similar period of last
year, the head of Astara Port
and Maritime Organization
said.“Exports from the
portstood at 65,163 tons
and importsat 33,439 tons
over the six-month period,”

someregionsreaches
50°C.

Power generation cost,
including production
and transmission, is
2 cents per kilowatt-
hour,butitwassold for
0.7 cents per kWh up
until last June. Rates
increased by 7% from
the middle oflastyear.
Power consumption
in Iran is among the
highestin the world,
butthe momentum of
growthhasdecreasedn
the pasttwo years with
new policies, including
incentives offered to
keysectors.

30% Heavy Consumers
Mashhadi put the
number of household
subscribers at 29
million of which 24
million use power
within the average
300-kilowatt hour/
month bracket -- set
as an acceptable
consumption model.
Around 30%, or 9
million, of homes are
considered heavy
consumers.
Economists and
environmentalists
say households
(similartoindustries)
should also be offered
financial incentives
if their electricity
consumption in
summerislessthanthe
consumption model

announced by the
government.
According to the
official, closeto 5,000
MW of new electricity
production capacity
should be added to the
national grid annually
thatwould attheleast
need $3 billion.
Referring to the
routine renovation
and modernization
of thermal plants, he
noted that$240 million
isneeded toundertake
such operations on
time.

“The Targeting
Subsidies Organization
owes the Energy

Ministry at least
$200 million and if
the debtisnotsettled
routine upkeep of
power stations will be
hampered.”
Despite the factthatthe
governmentexempted
the Energy Ministry
from paying to the
Targeting Subsidies
Organizationin 2016,
the organization facing
financial problems
borrowed ($200
million) from the
ministryin 2019 and
hasnotpaid backyet.
Annual overhaul
operationsbegin every
yearin Septemberand
continue until May the
followingyear.

Kianoush Amiri was also
quoted assaying by IRNA.
The official noted that
a 75-meter-long wharfis
under construction at the
port, the completion of
whichwillincrease Astara’s
throughput capacity from
the current 700,000 tons to
around 1 million tons per
annum.Accordingto Masoud
Almasi, the head of Gilan’s
Agricultural Organization,
over the sixmonths ending
Sept.21,atotal 0f247,000
tons ofagricultural products
worth $25.34 million were
exported from Astara Portto
Russiaand Azarbaijan.
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What's News
Iran: Currency
and Gold
Weaken
The currency and
gold coin markets on
Wednesday fluctuated

posting drops after
Tuesday's gains. The US
dollarlost2.5%or 6,000
rials during the day to
closeat280,000rialsat
Tehran’sopenmarket.
Moneychangers
affiliated to the Iranian
Association of Bureau
de Change quoted
the greenback at
lower rates (277,380
rials) according to
Eghtesadnews.

The euro was priced
at 329,830 rials in the
free market across
the country, down
2.63% compared
to the previous
trading day. Licensed
moneychangers tagged
the single European
currency at 326,460
rials. The greenback
had gained 1.74% on
Tuesday's close and the
eurohadclimbed 1.84%.
The CBIsaiditinjected
currency in the highly
chaoticmarketlastweek
andthatthe secondary
forex market, known
as Nima, has also seen
increasein offers. Nima
is a trade platform
operating under the
central bank oversight
were exporters sell
their overseas earnings
and importers buy for
imports.
Inthesecondary market
the USdollarand euro
bought 268,730 rials
and 330,270 rials,
respectively.
GoldinFreefall

Gold coin prices also
dropped on Wednesday.
Emami gold coin lost
4.52%, or 6millionrials,
to 133 million rials. It
had gained 2 millionrials
on Tuesday. Half Bahar
Azadicoinalsolost2%or
1.5 millionrials fetching
75 million rials. The
qarter Azadicoinwas 1
millionrialslower than
Tuesday's closeand was
traded at 49.5 million
rials.Intheinternational
market gold prices
eased on Wednesday
due an uptick in the
dollar, Reutersreported.
But uncertainty going
into next week’s US
presidential electionand
concerns over a spike
in coronavirus cases
in Europe and the US
limited bullion losses.
Spot gold was down
0.3%at$1,900.52 per
ounceby0931GMT.US
gold futures fell 0.5% to
$1,902.30perounce.
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US sanctions
policy against
Iranformulated
by Zionist
lobbies: M P

A member of the
Iranian Parliament's
National Security
and Foreign Policy
Commission said on
Thursday that the
US sanctions policy
againstIranisnotin
the hands of the US
government; rather
theyare devised by the
powerfullobby ofthe
Zionistregime.
Mahmoud Ahmadi-
Bighash told IRNA
on Thursday that
the Americans are
infactsoldiersofthe
Zionist regime, and
since killing, war,and
cruelty are natural
and anecessity of life
forthe Zionistregime,
theydictate pursuitof
such a policy toward
Iranto the American
government.

Instead of having the
characteristics ofan
American president,
Trump is more of a
cowboy in Western
movies and wants to
achieve his goal by
force, hesaid.
Linking ~ Trump's
approach regarding
Iran to the upcoming
elections, he said that
in his campaigns,
Trump pretends that
if he is re-elected as
the US president,
he will increase his
enmity with the
Islamic Republicand
other independent
countries.

Trump never goes
for what Westerners
advocate under
defending humanity,
but seeks to besiege
nations through
completelyinhumane
ways, Ahmadisaid.
The factis that from
the beginning of the
victory ofthe Islamic
Revolution, there
hasbeenno peaceful
action by the US
officials from different
factions towardsIran,
because the basis of
their structure and
policy is to oppose
the revolution of
the Iranian people,
Shazand MP pointed
out.

The US policy towards
Iranisoutlined by the
Zionist regime, and
no matter Biden or
Trump is elected as
the USpresidentitwill
not change these US
policies,and only their
way of hostility may
change, hesaid.

Islamic Unity Conf. should
pursue new ways for solidarity

Top Iranian jurisprudent Ayatollah Nasser Makarem Shirazi
warned of enemies' efforts to find new ways to divide the world
ofIslam calling on the Islamic Unity Conference to find new ways

toboostsolidarityamong Muslims.

Senior Shia clericwho made the second speech atthe opening
ceremony of 34th Islamic Unity Conference hailed the annual
eventforsending the message of unity to world Muslims and
stressed any efforttoboostsolidarityin the world of Islam counts
foraway of worshipping the Almighty God, Taqrib News Agency

reported.

The clericin his speech referred to three groups of people
strugglingin the opposite path to Islamic unity and said," The
firstgroupis extremists from all denominations who fan the
fire of division"and counted the Wahhabis who excommunicate
all other Islamic denominations and also the foreign enemies
of Islam whose particular mission is to undermine solidarity
among Muslims."The clericnoted Islamic Unity Conference as
the particular force standing againstall the aforesaid enemies.
He called "logicality" the particular message of Islamic unity
againstdivision whichis the special message of Satan.
Ayatollah Makarem highlighted the heavy burden of the Islamic
Unity Conference and said the best way to boost the solidarity of
Muslimsistoreturnto Islamicteachingsand Qur'anicguidelines.
He alluded to verses 103 and 105 of chapter Al-e Imran and

that

Macron underforeign influence: French

journalist

Reacting to the recentanti-Islam comments of

Emanuel Macron, a French journalist said the

presidentisfollowing theinterests of some foreign

powers,instead ofhisownnation.

Macron has
sparked outrage
across the
Muslim world by
accusing French
Muslims of

NEWS

_ I 'separatism”and

describinglslam
as "areligionin crisis."
That coincided with the
murder ofaFrenchteacher
who showed blasphemous
cartoons of the Prophet
Muhammad to elementary
school childrenintheclass.
Macron paid tribute to the
teacher, and said France
would "not give up our
cartoons."
Inthisregard, Mehr News
hasreached outto French
journalist, Christiane
Zahra Guillaume, to shed
lighton the matter.
“Our president is under
foreign control, and not for
theFrenchpeopleinterest,”’
said Guillaume.
"Asaminister of economy,
he betrayed France in
several cases,includingthe
Altshom General Electric,
sale ofairports Toulouse,
hydroelectricdams, and
private militia ( Benalla
affair)," sheadded.
Guillaume noted that in
orderto find outthe main
reasons behind Macron's

positions, which come at
the risk of undermining
diplomaticand economic
relations with many
Muslim countries, "We
must remember how
he has been chosen as a
president.”

If you keep this fact in
mind, you canunderstand
whatis happeningin our
country, Guillaume said,
adding, “How he manages
the sanitary crisis shows
that is not important
for him to destroy the
economy and the social
stability ofhis country. His
managementofthe Yellow
Vestmovementisanother
testimony ofthat.”

“In the name of security
orsocial peace,hedoesn’t
hesitate to orderthe police
tokill, hurt, knockoutand
imprison people protesting

conditions and the

pauperization of society.”
The French journalist
noted, “Some geopolitical
experts warn President
Macron againsthislatest
anti-Islamic statements,
which can encourage the
Muslim electorate to make
another choice thanhisin
thenextelections.”
However, she noted, “If
Muslims willnotelecthim
again, itisnotimportant for
thosewhohave chosenhim
because they perhaps will
bringanother candidate.”
“Unless the majority of
the citizens wake up and
decide to take charge of
theirdestinyintheinterest
oftheir country.”

All this evidence shows
that "Macron is not free
to act,” Guillaume said,
adding, “He is obliged to

Somebody said afew years
ago thatifthe peace and
the unity of the nation
is destroyed, it doesn’t
matter, butit’simportantto
imposethe candidate they
want and the candidate
whowillbe pro-European
more than pro-French, the
journalistsaid.

“The destruction of the
social and economic
stability of the European
nations will be useful to
imposeaworld order and
governmentalmostafter
all the people have been
suggested to restrictive
measures in name of the
security,’ sheadded.

heis far from the reality
and it explains that the
Turkishleader.said thatMr
Macronis crazy and must

anti-Islam political againstthe degradation follow what a certain belockedupandforalong
of social and economic foreignleader,whocanbe time..
MP urges FM to pursue Securityand Foreign Policy Commission  Iraniandiplomats.”
and submitted acomprehensivereport In his meeting with members of
Pelease ofabducted tothelawmakersonrelevantissues.” Parliament, Foreign Minister stressed
Iraniandjpl()mats Turning to the abducted Iranian thatoneofthemostimportanttaskson

Vice Chairman of Iranian Parliament
National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission called on officials at the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
follow up the situation of abducted
Iranian diplomats more seriously.

Speakinginaninterview with Mehr
newsagency on Fri., Abbas Moghtadaei
stated, “Recently, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
attended the Parliament’s National

diplomats, Moghtadaeiadded, “There
isno doubtthatthe occupyingregime
of Israel and enemies of the Islamic
Republicof Iran have played arole in
abduction of Iranian diplomats, and
members of parliament have always
asked diplomaticofficials of the country
to know what drastic measures have
thus far been taken by the Iranian
Foreign Ministry to attain more
information aboutthe fate ofabducted

the agenda of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairsisto follow up the situation of
abducted Iranian diplomats, he said,
adding, “According to him (Zarif),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has taken a
seriesof measuresinthisregard.”
Then, he called on all officials at the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
to follow up drastic measures on the
release ofabducted Iranian diplomats
innear future.

expressed regret for the
Muslimswho areaware ofthe
verse butpursuedivision.
"Muslims make a great
force under the condition
they maintain
their unity” noted the
jurisprudentand expressed
hope that Muslims return to
the Qur'anicteachings.

He warned of enemies pursuing
new plots to divide Muslims calling

onIslamic Unity Conference to discuss new ways for
solidarity in the world of Islam.

NEWS

France Raises'Terror
National Alert System to

Maximum Level

The French governmentplaced the entire nation
onhigh alertafter three people were killed in
suspected terroristattacksin Niceand Avignon.
Prime Minister Jean Castex announced on
Thursday thatthe country’s Vigipirate national
security alert system would be setat “attack
emergency,” the highestlevel of the security
protocol. The alert system was raised from
“enhanced security - risk of attack,” French
mediareported.

VigipirateisaFrench acronym for “vigilance
and protection ofinstallations against the risk of
terroristbombingattacks.”

Three people werekilled hours earlieratachurch
in Nice. The suspectused a knife to attack the
congregation. Later, French mediareported that
aknife-wielding man was shotand killed after
attemptingtoattack policein the city of Avignon.
Castexcondemned the “cowardly” and “barbaric”
attackin Nice,and said that the whole country
was mourning for those who werekilled.
Theincidents occurred just one day after the
French interior minister warned that the
terroristthreatinthe countryis “very high.”

Armenian FM hails Iran's
constructiveroleinint'l

issues

Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan said thatIran hasaresponsible
and constructive stance onregional and global
securityissues.

In an interview with Ria Novosti on Iran's
initiative for peaceful settlement of conflict on
Thursday, headded thatIranisaveryimportant
countryintheregionandunlike Turkey,ittakesa
constructiveandresponsible positionregarding
regional and global securityissues.
Turkeyisnotanimpartial player,asitseesthe
conflictasan opportunity to penetrate another
ofitsneighborsinthe South Caucasus, he said.
Only impartial countries can participate in
the mechanism for sending peacekeepersto
Nagorno-Karabakh, Mnatsakanyanreiterated.
The dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh started in
1988andled tomilitary conflictin 1992. Armenia
and Azerbaijanresumed clashes on the border
between the two countriesin early October; each
blaming the other for the violence. Nagorno-
Karabakhhasbeenabone of contention between
the two countries over the pastdecades.

In 1994, following four years of military conflict
between the two countries, some Europeanand
regional governments stepped in to end the
territorial dispute between Bakuand Yerevan,
and a ceasefire was finally established through
the mediation of the Minsk Group, consisting
ofthe US, Russia, and France. Butinternational
efforts toresolve the conflict peacefully have
failed sofar.

Iran’s proposal can pave
way for peace in Karabakh

conflict

Iranian President’s Special Envoy said thatan initiative
proposed by the Islamic Republic of [Iran over Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict can pay the way for peace.

Speakinguponhisarrivalin Armenian capital Yerevan on
Fri., Seyyed Abbas Araghchipointed to his visitto Baku and
Moscowand added, “We had veryintensive and useful talks
in Bakuand Moscow and we are going to hold talks with
Armenian authorities with regards to finding a solution

forpeace.”

Nowisaverysensitive timeandadecision mustbe adopted
assoonas possible to establish peace and a path to peace

mustbe opened, Araghchiadded.
The death tollisrising and this is a matter of regret, he
said,adding, “We believe that the path to peace should be
opened as soon as possible,and proposal of the Islamic

Republic of Iran can open this path.”

Iranisinneighborhood of both Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Republic of Armenia. Nationals of both countries
live in the Islamic Republic of Iran in peace along with
their Iranian compatriots, so thatposition of the Islamic
Republicof Iran has always been balanced.

In this crisis, “We believe in and adhere to a series of
international principles.Iran's goodwill and capacity can
beused forpeace, especially foralasting peace,” headded.

The initiative of the Islamic Republic of [ran aims ata

lasting peaceintheregionand “lhope we can achieve this
goal because we believe thatIslamic Republic of Iran has
thenecessary capacity todo soin cooperation with other

countries.”
Iranian President’s Special
Envoy arrived in Armenian capital Yerevan on Fri. after
his meeting with high-ranking officials of Republic of
Azerbaijanand Russian Federation on Thursday:.




Russian deputy FM stresses importance to safeguard
JCPOA

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkovhasunderlined the need to
preserveahard-won 2015 Irannuclear deal - known as]JCPOA, accordingtoa
statementby Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The statementsaid thatduringameetingin Moscow on Thursday, Ryabkovand his
Iranian counterpartAbbas Araghchidiscussed thelatestdevelopments surrounding

the]JCPOA.

Thetwosidesalsoreviewed some otherissues ofbilateralimportance.Araghchi, who was visiting
Moscow as President Hassan Rouhani’s special envoy, met with Ryabkov afterhaving three hours of
discussion with Russia’ Deputy Foreign Minister for Central Asiaand Caucasus Andrei Rudenko to find
apeaceful settlementtotheborder conflictbetween Bakuand Yerevan.
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. Iran Busts Major
conflict Network Involvedin
Bank Fraud

Iran's Power Iran’'s  Intelligence
. Ministry arrested
COIISlllnptIOH members of a major
Declines network involved in
forgingbankdocuments.
4 In a statement
Iran: Currency on Thursday, the

and Gold Weaken

Intelligence Ministry
said 15 members of
o the network were

arrested in  the

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

northwestern province
Morning call to prayer: of East Azarbaijan over
fraudulentactivitiesand

04:58:42 . :
organized bankingscam.
Noon callto prayer: Membersofthe network
11:46:55 wereinvolved inforging
Evening call to prayer: documentsand buying
17:31:24 andselling dishonored

1111 andbounced checks.

According to  the
statement, close

cooperation between
theintelligence forces
and Judiciary officials
ofthe provinceresulted
in the detection of the
networkandarrestofits
members.

US sanctions policy against Iran

formulated by Zionistlobbies: M P

Widespread Deadly Unrest Plausible across

US after Nov. 3 Vote: Pundit

AseniorIrish political commentator said there isa prospect

of widespread deadly unrestacross the US as President

Donald Trump has threatened thathe would not concede to

handing over power.

The USelectionislessthanaweekawayand
earlyvotingisalready underway in many states,
with over 50 million ballots cast. Local pollsare
currently pointing to the potential foralandslide
Biden victory. What do you think? Who do you
thinkand hope will winthe 2020 presidential
election?

Cunningham: The surgein early voting certainly
suggeststhatthiselectionisinvested with huge
publicinterest.Ithinkitistoo close to call. Polls
show Democratcontender]oe Biden well ahead
of Republican incumbent Donald Trump. But
itallhinges onasmall number of swing states
where pollingis much tighter. Thereisalso the
intricacy ofthe Electoral College which can give
small statesalotofleverage over bigger states
like Californiawhere Bidenis ahead of Trump. In
thelastelection, Hillary Clinton won the overall
popular vote, but Trump clinched the White
House by taking swing states and the Electoral
College votes. Given thatshock upsetlasttime,
caution would seem to be the bestadvice. There
isalso goingtobe days of uncertainty over the
final resultbecause oflate postal ballots being
tallied. This may turn out to be a messy affair
with the potential for civil unrest given the
sharp polarization between Biden and Trump
supporters. It's possible that the two candidates
may simultaneously claim victory which will
make for dangerous chaos and interminable
dispute. My hunchisthat Biden mightjustclinch
the election. Butto be frank, [ have norespect
foreither candidate. They are two sides of the
same oligarchic, warmongering machine.It'sa
superficial difference of style over substance.
Regardless of whoever wins the White House,
therestofthe world will still have to endure US
imperialismand lawlessness.

President Trump continued his assaulton the
integrity ofthe US electionsin the final segment
of the first presidential debate, extending

argumentagainst mail voting and sayingitwas
ripe for fraud and suggesting mail ballots may
be "manipulated.” "Thisisgoingtobeafraudlike
you'venever seen," he said. Doyouthink there
willbeapeaceful transfer of power?
Cunningham: [ think Trumpis fabricatinga crisis
of confidence. His claims about mail-in voting
are notbacked up by evidence. Given his ego
and cynicism, the mail-in voting controversy he
iswhippingislike aninsurance policy for him
todispute the electionifitappears to officially
anointBiden. Trumphasalready threatened that
he would notconcede to handing over power,
indicatingheisprepared toturnitintoawrangle.
He may even believe his own propagandaabout
votes being cheated. Thatmakes foran explosive
situation or “nightmare scenario” as many US
pundits putit. Given Trump’s zealous following
amongrightwing, Neo-Nazimilitia, the prospect
ofwidespread deadlyunrestis plausible.
Doyoubelieve that the potential election of
Bidenas the new presidentwill change the US
foreign policy on Iran?

Cunningham: Itistrue that Biden has said he
will go back to upholding the 2015 nuclear
accord with Iran and other world powers.
Will he deliver, that’s the question? Or will he
mess around with more conditions on Iran’s
legitimate sovereign rights? That’s perhapsa
marginalimprovementon Trump’s “maximum
pressure” campaign and overt aggression
towards Iran. ButI don’texpectto seeasudden
improvementin US policy towards Iran even
with Biden in the White House. Remember
the US presidentisreally only a figurehead.
Thereal powerliesin the military-industrial
complex, the CIA-deep state and Wall Street
whichrelies onwarmongeringand imperialism.
The United Statesis programmed for war against
anynation thatits power establishmentviewsas
anobstacle to American hegemonicambitions.
Biden as president will only at best change
gearinthatdynamic. [t mightease immediate
pressure on Iran, but we can expect the
aggressionnotto go away. Biden may even be
more belligerentthan Trump in other areas
suchastowards Russia. Theyare two sides of the
same oligarchic, warmongering coin.

Tehran Housing Inflation Up %100

The Central Bank of Iran's latest report on Tehran's housing

market shows the sector’s year-on-yearinflation has exceeded

%100.

Accordingto CBI, the average price of each
square meter ofaresidential property in
Tehran stood at267.2 million rials ($931)
during the seventh month of the current
fiscal year (Sept.22-0Oct. 21),showinga
surgeof110.1% overlastyear’ssame month
whenpricesaveraged 127.15 millionrials
($443).

The YOY inflation ofthe housing sector was
lastabove 100% in the month endingJune
21,20109.

Home pricesinthe capital city increased
by 10% compared to 242.88 millionrials
($846) inthe sixth month ofthe currentyear.
Atotal of 8,656 homes were sold in Tehran
during the seventh month of the current
fiscalyear (Sept.22-Oct.21), registeringa
2.3%increase compared with the preceding
monthanda154.5% growth compared with
thesame month oflastyear.

Property Dealsin Detail

The CBI data also show that during
the month ending Oct. 21, newly-built
residential properties up to five years
old constituted the highest proportion of
dealsat37% (or 3,205 deals), down by 4.9
percentage points compared with the same
month oflastyear.
Thatlostsharewasaddedtohomesabove11
years.Homeswithalifespanof11-15years,
16-20yearsand above 20 yearsaccounted
for 13%, 19%, and 12.8% of total deals
compared with the same month oflastyear’s
12.6%,15.3%and 10.5%, respectively.
Theshare ofdealsinvolvinghomesthatwere
sixto 10 yearsold decreased from 19.6%
ofthe total deals oflastyear’s same month
to 18.2% thisyear.The distribution of dealt
properties shows thatamong Tehran’s 22
districts, District5 grabbed the highestshare
oftotal dealsat 14.7%. It was followed by
districts 10 and two withashare 0f9.4%and
8.4%, respectively.

All-in-all, 10 districts (five, 10, two, four,

14,seven, one, eight, 15,and 11) grabbed
thelion'sshare of the dealsat 73.4% with
theremaining 12 districtsholdinga 26.6%
share.

Among Tehran's 22 districts, District 1
registered the highestaverage home price
0f568.7 millionrials ($1,982) persquare
meter. District 18 offered the capital city's
cheapesthomeswithanaverage per-square
meter price of 124.3 million rials ($433).
The aforesaid numbers show arespective
increaseof110.9%and 125.1% YOY.
Residential units with an average price
range of 160 million rials ($557) to 180
millionrials ($627) persquare meter topped
demandin Tehranduringthe Iranianmonth
underreview,astheygrabbedan8.2% share
ofall deals. They were followed by units
priced at 140 million rials ($488) to 160
millionrials per square meter with ashare
of7.9%andhomespricedat 120 millionrials
($418) to 140 millionrials per square meter
withashareof7.6%.

From the total number of deals, 58.3%
belongedtohomescheaperthantheaverage
per-square meter price of the city (i.e.267.2
millionrialsor$931).

Residential units with afloorareaof 50-
60 square metersregistered the highest
number of sales with a 14.7% share of total
deals. Units withan area of 60-70 square
meters and 70-80 square meters were
placed second and third with shares of
14.3% and 11.4%, respectively. All-in-all,
residential properties with anarea ofless
than 80 square metershad a 54.5% share
oftotal deals. CBI data further showhomes
worth between 6 billion rials ($20,920)
and 8.5 billionrials ($29,637) were the
most popular with a 13% share of total
deals. These were followed by homes with
apricetagofbetween 8.5 billionrialsand
11 billionrials ($38,354) and those priced
atbetween 11 billionrialsand 13.5 billion
rials ($47,071) garnered ashareof 11.2%
and 8.2% oftotal deals. Collectively, homes
valuedunder 18.5 billionrials ($64,504) had
a52.6% share oftotalhome dealsin Tehran
duringthe seventhmonth ofthe currentyear.
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