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NEWS

Exportsvia Sistan and
Baluchestan top 700k

tons in 7 months

Atotal of 705,483 tons of goods were exported
from Sistan and Baluchestan province’s customs
terminalsand border marketsinthe seven months
ofthe currentcalendaryear.

Head of Road and Transportation Department
of Sistan and Baluchestan Ayoub Kord said
Milakborder terminal had thelion’s share of the
southeastern province’s exports with 427,782
tons, followed by Mirjaveh border crossing with
277,701 tons.

Henoted thatexports mainly included edibles,
cement, fuels, liquid natural gas, tar,and chemical
products.

AccordingtoKord, atotal of 125,804 passengers
alsowere transported through the two major
border crossings during the seven-month period.
Theimportsthrough Milakand Mirjaveh crossings
amountedto 327,608 and 39,831 tonsrespectively
duringthe period, he noted.

Utilities Face Challenges
of Maintaining
Transformers

There are 2,300 transformers with total
130,000 megavoltampere capacity in the power
distribution network thatneed to bereplaced, a
member ofthe Iran Electricity Industry Syndicate
said.

“Aspricesoftransformershave shotup 3.5 times
compared tolastyear, replacingthe old and aging
devices will costatleast $900 million,” ILNA
reported Arash Aqaeifaras saying.

The [EISmember noted thatthe Energy Ministry
cannotafford the new transformersasitalready
owes $2.5 billion to private power producers and
other contractors.

According to Aqaeifar, buying new transformers
isnota priority, so instead of replacing the old
gadgets, provincial electricity distribution
companies should come up with effective options
such asmodern maintenance procedures, status
monitoringand timelyrepairs.

Maintenance plans have not worked as expected
and machineryand equipmentare usually used up
tobreakingpointand thenrepairsareundertaken,
herued.“This policy mustbe rewritten and instead
condition-based maintenance should be the
norm.”Condition-based maintenanceisapolicy
that monitors the actual condition of an asset
to decide what maintenance needs tobe done.
CBM dictates that maintenance should only be
performed when certainindicators show signs of
decreasing performance or upcoming failure.Such
measuresreduce costsin thelongrunand help
reduce power lossinthedistribution network,
he said.Referring to locally-made distribution
transformers, he said: “Foreign engineers and
power experts who visit factoriesin Iran say the
country has the ability to manufacture a variety
of devicesin compliance with global standards.
Where we need improvementisin the repair
sector.”Itisregrettable that much of the repair
work on transmission equipmentis carried out
innon-standard workshopsthatdonotuphold
standardsand do not carry outstringenttests to
ensure the quality of the repairs. Thishasled to
highlevel ofaccidents, he recalled.The average
life of renovated transformers is unacceptably
low, he said,and noted thatarepaired transformer
thathas passed appropriate tests should notbe
dissimilar fromanew one.
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Tehran Water'Treatment Capacity

Rising

Tofurtherimprovepotablewaterqualityand curb

landsubsidencein TehranProvince, thefirstphase

ofawatertreatmentplantis completeand will

becomeoperationalsoon,directorofthe National

Waterand Wastewater Engineering Company of
Iran (Abfa).

“The $20 million
facility (Tehran's
sixth treatment
plant) has the

N E w s capacity to treat

NEWS 7,500 liters of

RSN water per second
and will help raise
overall capacity in the
province from 25,000
liters to 32,500 liters
per second,” Qassem
Tagizadeh Khamesiwas
quoted atthe weekend
assaying by the Energy
Ministry news portal.
The second phase is
due to be ready next
summer after which the
plant’s daily capacity
will increase by 2,500
I/storeach10,0001/s,
henoted.
Located in the west of
Tehran (Shahid Hemmat
Highway), the projectin
an undertaking of the
Tehran Regional Water
Company.
“Apartofstored water
in Amir Kabir Dam
(or Karaj Dam) will be
pumped to the plant
througha30-km tunnel,”
hesaid.
There are five
treatment facilities in
the sprawling capital
thattreat 25,000 liters
of water per second (2
billion liters per day),
and the new plant will
boostcapacity to above
30,000 liters persecond
(2.8billionl/d).
“Close to three billion
liters of water (3
million cubic meters)
isconsumed in Tehran
on daily basis (1.1
billion cubic meters
per annum).” Of the

n

total daily demand,
30% (1 billion liters)
mustbe extracted from
underground sources
thatare depleting faster
than expected, and the
new plant will help
gradually cutdemand.
Five dams, namely
Amirkabir and Taleqan
(inthe west) as well as
Latian, Larand Mamlou
(in the east) supply
Tehran. The dams
provide 70% of Tehran’s
water.

According to the Abfa
chief, the province is
home to an extended
networkofrivers (3,900
km) and protecting
theirbanks from “mafia-
like” land grabbers has
becomea colossal task.
Due to the steep decline
in groundwater levels,
it is crucial to stop
violations in water
use in the metropolis,
he stressed. "Lastyear,
1,337 illegal wells were
closed and this year
1,400 more will be
deactivated.”

The number of
unauthorized wellsin
the area is estimated
at50,000. Wellsin and
around Tehranareinbad
condition with systemic
water decline and
experts have warned
thatthe situation will
notimprove with good
rainfall in one or two

years. Theyrightly insist
thatthe solutionliesin
curbing consumption
and waste - two
key issues that have
contributed terribly to
the worsening water
crisisinthedryandarid
country of 83 million
people.

Land Subsidence

An annual 31
centimeters of land
subsidenceisreported
in Tehran Province,
the main reason
being injudicious
groundwater extraction
(3 billion cubic meters
per year) and the
omnipresent waste
thatis causingserious
concern among
conservationists,
environmental experts

and academia.
Though reversing
land subsidence is

impossible, slowingits
progressisachievable
if the government
and public rise to the
occasion.

In related news, the
Energy Ministry
news website quoted
Seyed Hassan Razavi,
managing director of
Tehran Regional Water
Company, as saying that
water consumption in
Tehran Province jumped
to 1.2 billion cubic
metersinthelastwater
yearthatended on Sept.

22.
“Thiswasup 100 mcm,

compared to the same
periodin2018-2019.

Tehran received 462
millimeters of rainfall
in the 365-day period
(Sept22,2019 to Sept.
22,2020), which was
the highestinthe past50
years. However, due to
low snowfall, water flow
into five dams around
the province fellby 15%
toreach 2.2 billion cubic
meters.

Tehran damsnow hold
about800 million cubic
meters of water,down
102 mcm compared to
thistimelastyear.
Razavi said his
company is struggling
to implement water
infrastructure projects
because of cumbersome
regulations and the
bloated bureaucracy
plus the lack of
effective cooperation
from state bodies like
the Department of
Environment and the
municipality.

Giving an example, he
said the DOE does not
allow TRWC increase
water transfer from Lar
Dam in the east of the
capitalbecause the dam
isthehabitatforredspot
trouts, “anissuethatcan
and should beresolved
ifthey (DoE) cooperate”.
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OilFallsas
Covid-19
Infections
Spread, Raise
Demand

Concerns

Oil fell more than
2% on Monday,
extendinglastweek’s
losses as growing
cases of Covid-19
inthe United States
and Europe raised
worries about crude
demand, while the
prospectofincreased
supply also hurt
sentiment.

Brent crude was
down 89 cents, or
2.1%, at $40.88
US West Texas
Intermediate
dropped 89 cents,
or 2.2%, to $38.96,
having fallen more
thanadollar shortly
after the start of
trading, CNBC
reported.

Brent fell 2.7%
last week and WTI
dropped 2.5%.

The United States
reported its highest
number yet of
new coronavirus
infectionsintwo days
through Saturday,
while in France new
caseshitarecord of
morethan50,000 on
Sunday, underlining
the severity of the
outbreak.

On the supply side,
Libya’s  National
0il Corp on Friday
ended its force
majeure on exports
from two key ports
and said production
would reach 1
million barrels per
day in four weeks, a
quickerramp-upthan
many analysts had
predicted.

“New barrels of
Libyan oil come ata
time when the crude
oil market had just
faceddisappointment
from the recently

NO 616 Solution: NO 615 concluded OPEC+
ministerial

9 8 panel when the

CBI Allocates organization

Funds to Fight made no new

. policy proposals,”

CO.I'(tIlaVlI'llS said Avtar Sandu,

Crisis senior manager

The Central Bank of Iran ‘ commodities at

has paid therial equivalent Phillip Futures in

Hemmati was quoted as

Efiioonll}éﬁnl\f.emindid saying by the CBl website. Singapore. .
y the nea HHISEY RO Hit hard by the deadly OPEC+,agroupingof
help medical workers cope producersincluding

coronavirus, falling oil
revenues deepeningbudget
deficits due to the hostile US
sanctions, the government
is struggling to find funds
toshoreupitsfinances and

with the rapidly spreading
Covid-19 pandemic, the CBI
governor said.

“The CBIwill soon allocate
another 80 trillion rials

OPEC and Russia, is
also setto increase
output by 2 million
bpd in January
2021 after cutting
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Iranserious
about punishing
culprits of Flight
792 crash

[ranian Deputy
Foreign Minister for
International and
Legal Affairssaid that
Iranisseriousabout
the punishmentofthe
culprits of flight PS752
incident.

Regarding the
latest situation of
investigating  the
culprits of flight PS752
incident, Mohsen
Baharvand said that
thereisnodoubtabout
the punishmentofthe
culpritsofthisincident
and Iran is serious
aboutit.
"Allrelatedinstitutions
in the country are
pursuing criminal
discussions and
punishingthe culprits
or those who were
guiltyinthisincident,"
hesaid,adding, "Infact,
arequest for justice
within the framework
ofthe law and based
onafairtrialisapublic
request,anditisnot
justarequestfromthe
familiesofthevictims."
"Everything we do
mustbeinaccordance
with the law," he
stressed, saying,
"We all want justice.
Fortunately, the
prosecution team is
handlingthis case very
carefully."
According to the
law, as these culprits
are related to the
military field, the
Judicial Organization
of the Armed Forces
is responsible for
this case, and this
organization  had
meetings with the
Ukrainian side too,
Baharvand said.
"Thisisanissue that
weareallseriousabout
it. The prosecutorand
the judge themselves
are serious aboutthe
fact that those who
are guilty must be
punished. There is
no ambiguity about
the punishment of
the culprits of the
incident,"headded.

Elsewhere in
his remarks, he
announced Iran's

readiness to speed
up negotiations on
the incident, saying,
"Iranisready forthese
talks tobe concluded
and summed up much
faster"

He also said that the
nextround oftalks will
take placeinabout 35
daysinKiev.

=

Velayati says Iran

backing peace, stability in

Afghanistan

Ali Akbar Velayati said, "Iran opposes the continuation of
the warin Afghanistan anditsupports the establishment of
peace and stability in thisneighbor country."

Top Adviser to the Leader of the Islamic Revolution for
International Affairs met and held talks with Afghanistan
Ambassador to Tehran Abdul Ghafoor Liwal.

Referring to the many religious, cultural, historical, and
linguistic similarities between Iran and Afghanistan and

expressing concern over the 40 years of conflictand war in
this country, Velyati said that the Islamic Republic of Iran
opposes the continuation of the war in Afghanistan and
supportsand contributes to the establishmentofpeace and

stability in thisneighbor country.

Expressing support for the establishment of peace in
Afghanistan as well as the withdrawal of American troops
from this country, he stressed the need to fight seriously
againstthe dangerous presence of ISIL in this country.

The Afghan Ambassador, for his part, presented areport
onrecentdevelopments of his country and appreciated
the constructive role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
supporting peace and the legal structures of the Islamic

Republic of Afghanistan.

Macron's remarks endanger peace in
France: GGerman expert

StatingthatMacron’sdomesticpolitical planshave
failed, Dr. Markus Fiedler believes thatthe French
President's irresponsible suspicious remarks

endangersthe country'speace.

Atensionbetween
France and
Muslim nations
is growing after
French President
Emmanuel Macron

NEWS

_EEEE  seidthatislamwas

in“crisis”.
Tension has simmered since
September when the satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo
republished cartoons ofthe
prophetMuhammadontheeve
ofatrial of 14 people accused
ofinvolvementin an attack
againstthepublication’soffices
in2015forpublishingthesame
caricatures.
Tensionescalated after French
teacher Samuel Patywaskilled
onOctober 16 nearhis school
who had shown caricatures
ofthe ProphetMuhammad to
hisstudents. Since the crime,
Frenchofficialswereperceived
aslinkingthekillingtoIslam.
Several French cities
responded by projecting
caricatures of the Islamic
prophet on the walls of
buildings as a gesture of
defiance and defense of
secularism,and Macron told
avigilin Paristhathis country
“wouldnotgive up cartoons”.
The comments have raised
controversy and provoked
awave of criticism from the
Muslim world against the
French leader and some
proteststookplaceinseveral
countries against French
president.

Toshedlightontheissue, we
reached out to Dr. Markus
Fiedler,a Germansociologist,
Islamicscholar,andlecturerat
al-MustafaInstitutein Berlin.
Whatdoyouthinkaboutthe
recentanti-Islamicremarks of
French President Emmanuel
Macron?

If General de Gaulle
hadn't opted for Algeria's
independence, majority of
french population today
would be Muslimslam very

Iran’s President Slams
French Insultto Prophet

of Islam

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanidenounced the French
officials’ support for insulting Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), saying such disrespectful remarks thathave hurt
the feelings ofbillions of people would only stir violence.

Speakingata cabinetsession on Wednesday, Rouhani
slammed the French disrespect for the prophet of Islam
asanimmoral action thatencourages violence and has
provoked the sentiments of billions of Muslim and non-

Muslim people.

He also called on those who have “made the mistake” to
make up for their actions and begin respectingjustice,

astonished that Emmanuel
Macron, as president of

a country, behaves so
insensitively and promotes
ageneral suspicion against
Islam. Afterall,itisalsoabout
inner peacein “his” country.
Theinhabitants ofthe French
overseas department of
Mayotte are 95% Muslims.
Overall, according to
French citizenship and anti-
discrimination laws, official
surveysonethnicandreligious
affiliation are not permitted,
which is why one can only
estimate the number of
Muslimslivingin France, today
about7-9million Muslimslive
inFrance.
Itshouldalsoberemembered
thatnorthern Algeriawasstill
seenin France as partofthe
Frenchmotherlandintheearly
1960s. If General de Gaulle
hadn't opted for Algeria's
independence, the majority
of the french population
today would be Muslims. As
a President of the country,
Macron is responsible for
ensuring thatnoonein “his”
countryseeshimselforherself
under general suspicionand
thatnoonebecomesasecond
classcitizenbecause ofhis or
herreligion.

In your opinion, what are
his goals by making these
statements? And why doeshe
generalize theaction of one
person to the whole Islamic
world?

Macron’s domestic political
planshave failed and ended

inmass protests. He hasalso
nosuccessinforeign policyln
FranceMacronis faced with
the FrontNational (newname:
Rassemblement National)
undertheleadership ofMarine
Le Pen, a strong right-wing
opposition party. Macron
thereforewantstoshowthathe
doesnotmakeanyconcessions
to the Muslims and is ready
toface themhard. He cannot
afford to back down on this
matter because he is then
considered awimp. Macron’s
domesticpolitical plans have
failed and ended in mass
protests.Hehasalsonosuccess
inforeign policy. Interms of
foreign policy,he hasrecently
takena differentapproach,
especiallyinrelationtoRussia.
Nowhehasthe opportunityto
presenthimselftothe French
as an intrepid “defender of
freedom”.

Giventhatmany Muslims live
inFrance, won'this remarks
spread hatredin Frenchsociety
andpolarizeit?

That was predictable from
the start. One can raise the
question of what actually
drove those responsible
at Charlie Hebdo to reissue
the “Muhammad cartoons”
ina special issue after past
experiences have shown
wherethisisleading. Macron
immediately spoke up,
saying thatitwasin defense
of freedom of expression,
which includes the right to
blasphemy. The suspicion
remains that these insults

morality and all divine religions.
If the West, Europe and France are really after
establishmentofpeace and security in the human society,
theymuststopinterferingin the internal affairs of Muslims,

Rouhaniadded.

A clear example of such Westerninterference is obviousin
Yemen, where poor people are dyingin attacks by Western
bombsand fighterjets that the Westhas provided for the
aggressors, he said.
Earlier this month, Macron pledged to fight “Islamist
separatism”, which he said was threatening to take control
in some Muslim communities around France.

Healso described Islamasareligion “in crisis” worldwide

againstreligious sentiments
areintended todrive Muslims
intothoughtlessreactions.
Inyouropinion,isinsultingthe
divinereligions compatible
withthe principle of freedom
ofexpression?

How can it be in a sane
community thatthereligious
sentiments of a group of
peoplelivinginthatstate can
behurt?Itis wellknown that
one person's freedom ends
wherethatofanotherbegins.
Ifyouinsultanotherpersonon
the street with swear words,
forexample, youwillhardlybe
abletoinvoketheunrestricted
freedom of expression in
court.How canitbeinasane
community thatthereligious
sentimentsofagroupofpeople
livinginthatstate canbe hurt?
Thatendangersthe internal
peaceofacountry.
Therefore, in a functioning
state,therearelawsthatensure
inner peace between people
anddifferentworldviewsina
society.Forthisreason, e.g.the
Russianmediaregulatoralso
threatened newspapersthat
wantto publish the cartoons
with criminal penalties.Inthe
Westitissaid againand again
that satire is allowed to do
anything.Itisaboutfreedom
of the press and freedom
of expression, one of the
supposedly highestgoodsin
the West. However, freedom
of the press and freedom of
expressionquickly cometoan
endinthe Westwhenitcomes
tothereally powerful.

and said the governmentwould presentabillin December

to strengthena 1905 law that officially separated church
and statein France.

Stressing the important
role of Islamic scholarsin
inviting various groups
in the Islamic world
to peace and peaceful
coexistence,
Ghafoor Liwal expressed
hope that the scholars
of the Islamic world
will strengthen peace and
stability atthis critical juncture
in Afghanistan historyviacallingon

Islamic communities to maintain brotherhood
relations.

Abdul
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200 super-heavytank
transportersjoin Army Ground

Force

Inaceremony on Wednesday, over 500 super-heavy
tanktransportersjoined theIranian Army Ground Force.
The ceremony was attended by Army’s Chief
Commander Major General Mousaviand Commander of
Army Ground Force Brigadier General Kiumars Heidari
amongotherranking military officials.
Thetanktransportershavejoined the Ground Force
afterbeingreconstructed by the domesticengineers
offorce.

Onthesidelines ofthe ceremony, head oflogistics of the
Ground Force Brigadier General Hassan Alipour said
thatthesetanktransporterswerenothingbutworn-out
vehiclesbuttheforcedecided torenewandboostthem.
“Today we are witnessing the joining of tank
transportersthatareableto carrytwotanksandthisis
amazing, hesaid.

Major General Mousavi

Major General Mousavi called the achievements of the
Ground Forcea ‘miracle-like’ phenomenon. “Whathas
happened duringtherecentyearsinthe Army Ground
Forceis somethinglike amiracle; Today, the Ground
Force hasbecomea 100% mobile force thatisable to
carryoutallmissionswithoutexternalhelp.”

IFDA chiefdismissesreporton
exportingmedicines to Iraq

Head of Iran Food and Drug Administration (IFDA)
dismissed the reporton exporting medicines from
Irantoneighboringlrag, stating thatattributingthe
medicinesdiscoveredinlraqtolranisaninternational
conspiracy.

Speakinginaninterviewwith IRNA,Mohammad-Reza
Shanehsazsaid thatthe trucks ofdrugstransitedtolraq
werenotIranian, rather, theywere shipments of drugs
from different countries, so thatattribution of these
drugstoIranisaninternational conspiracy waged by
enemiesagainstthe Establishment.
Heonceagainreiterated thatnomedicines discovered
inlranbelongtotheIslamicRepublicoflran,adding, “All
thisnewshasbeenorchestrated by enemiesinlinewith
underminingthe country”
Thisdrugshipmentisnotrelated totheIslamicRepublic
oflranatall, hesaid,adding, “The cargowasaseries of
items from differentcountries thatwere forwarded to
IraqvialraninawaythatreportofthelslamicRepublic
of [ran Customs Administration (IRICA) also confirmed
theissue.”

The shipment of medicine sentto Iraq came from
different countries,a partof which wasshipped from
Turkeywhileanother partofthe cargowas sentfrom
Indiaaswellasothercountries, Shenehsazadded.
Inthe currentsituation, IslamicRepublicofIranisfacing
afull-fledged economicwaranditis foryearsthatthe
countryis grappling with unjustsanctionsimposed
againstthe country, IDFA chiefemphasized.

He pointed to the spread of coronavirus, COVID-19,
inthe countryand added, “During the outbreak of
COVID-19, we have managed to provide medical
equipment for patients with the toughestand most
difficult conditions and we have notallowed patients
tobeharmed”

publishing
caricatures of the Prophet

Muhammad (PBUH), have drawn widespread

condemnation from Muslims across the world.

His comments, in addition to hisbackingof satirical outlets




Cleric:Muslims must sever ties with Paris if France not

apologize

AmemberoftheIranian Expediency Discernment Council said, "Ifthe French
governmentdoesn'tapologize forits insults, Islamic Republicand Muslims
mustrestrictand sever ties with this country."“Global arrogance hasnothad
goodrelations with the Islamic Republic of Iran since the victory of the Islamic

Revolution, because Western countrieshave alwaysbeen opposedtoIslam, especially
the countriesthathave moretieswith the Zionists”, said Ayatollah Mohsen Mojtahed Shabestari, while

20000 Rials

speakinginaninterview with Mehr News Agency.“In thisregard, France hasthe mostand deepest

relations with the Zionists among European countries,” he said and added, “Western countries
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Iranian Plane Lands
expert in Venezuela: Tracking
. . Data
Exports via Sistan _
An Iranian plane,
and Baluchestan owned by Iran's Qeshm
o Fars Air, landed in
t0p700kt0nsm7 Venezuela, according
months to flight-tracking data.
The EP-FAB 747 aircraft
Tehran Water landed ata time when
Treatment trade ties have grown

closerbetweenthetwo
OPECmembers, Reuters
reported.The plane
landed atthe Maiquetia
airportserving Caracas
inafternoon hourson

Capacity Rising )

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:57:14 Tuesdav. th .
uesday, the repor

Noon calltoprayer: added.Data on flight
11:47:01 tracking website
Evening call to prayer: Flightradar24 showed
17:33:12 theaircraftdescending
toward Caracasaround

4p.m.localtime (8 p.m.
GMT) after taking off
in Tehran the previous
night. The plane made
stops in Tunisia and
Cape Verde before flying
to Venezuela, the data

show.

sometimesreveal theiroppositionandhostility to Islam, thatthelatestexample of which was the insult
ofthe Frenchmagazine Charlie Hebdo to the ProphetoflIslam (PBUH).

Iran’s President Slams French Insult
to Prophetoflslam

Active Iranian diplomacy to resolve Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict

Iran'senvoyin Moscow named the ongoingtrip of the Iranian

Deputy FM to Baku, Moscow, Yerevan, and Ankara as the

‘active Iranian diplomacy' whichis toresolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

Inatweetin Russian on Wednesday, Iran's
Ambassadorto RussiaMohsenJalailiwrote:
"Araghchi's visitas the Special Envoy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the region
testifies to the #active #diplomacy of
the Islamic Republic of [raninresolving
regional disputes through dialogue and
peaceful solutions."

"Iran calls for continued vigilance and
# expansion ofregional cooperation to
counterplots ofenemies who do not want
to see the unity, integrity, and territorial
integrity oftheindependent countries of
theregion,"headded.

Headingan Iranian delegation, Seyyed
Abbas Araghchi as Iran’s special
representative to proceed with Iran’s
initiative for solving the differences
between Azerbaijan and Armenia over the

Nagorno-Karabakhregion, arrived in Baku
on Tuesday night.

Upon his arrival, he announced parts of
Iran’sinitiative for solving the conflict
between the Republic of Azerbaijan and
Armenia.

"This visitis partofaperiodicvisitto those
countriesintheregionthatareinfluential
inendingtherecentconflictsbetween the
Republicof Azerbaijanand Armenia," he
said, adding, "Itaimed at presenting the
proposedinitiative of the Islamic Republic
ofIran toresolve this conflictand achieve
alasting peace between Armeniaand the
Republicof Azerbaijan and, consequently,
theregion."

Heis scheduled to meetand hold talks with
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan
Ceyhun Bayramov and other Azerbaijani
officials on Wednesday.

After meeting with Azerbaijani officials,
Araghchiwill travel to Moscow and Yerevan,
and then to Ankara to explain the Islamic
RepublicofIran's proposed initiative to
resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Araghchi announces parts of Iran's initiative for

settling Karabakh crisis

Iranian deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs, Seyyed

Abbas Araghchiannounced parts of [ran’sinitiative for settling

the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis and the clashes between the

Azerbaijan Republicand Armenia.

Araghchi, asIran’s special envoy, arrived
in Baku on Tuesday nightatthe head ofa
delegation and within the frameworkofa
regional tour to promote Tehran’sinitiative
to settle the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis
and the clashes between the Azerbaijan
Republicand Armenia.

Heis slated to hold talks with Azerbaijani
officialsduringhis visitto Baku.
“Thetripispartofaperiodicvisitto those
countriesintheregionthatare effective
inending therecent conflictbetween the
Republicof Azerbaijanand Armenia, and
the main purpose of the trip is to present
theinitiative of the Islamic Republic of Iran
tosettlethe conflictandreachlastingpeace
between the two countriesand theregion,”
Araghchisaid ofthe visit.

“The framework of the initiative hasbeen
prepared and will be discussed with the

Border
Insecurity Totally
Unacceptable
toIran: IRGC

General

The commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps Ground
Force warned the neighboring
states engaged in a war over
the Nagorno-Karabakhregion
thatIran would nottolerate any
threattothe security ofitsborder
regionsandresidents.

During a visit to Iran’s
northwestern border areas
in the province of Ardabil on
Wednesday, Brigadier General
Mohammad Pakpoorunderlined
thatIran would nottolerate any

threatto the security ofborder
areas or any harm to the mental
calm ofIranianresidents.

Iran would not hesitate to act
whenitcomesto the security of
people, headded.

The commander also stressed
that Iran would never accept
any geopolitical change at
the boundaries, describing it
as a “red line” for the Islamic
Republic.

He wentonto say thatthe IRGC
may deploy more unitsto Iran’s
northwestern border areas
amid the fighting between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and
Armeniato ensure security in
theregion.

Last week, Iran’s Foreign
Ministry warned the warring

partiesinthe Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict that Tehran will not
remain indifferentifthe shells
fired in the fighting continue to
hitIranianterritories.

Tens of mortar shells fired by the
warringsidesinthelatestround
of fighting between Armenia
and Azerbaijan have hitborder
rural areas of Iran in recent
weeks.

officials ofthe Republicof Azerbaijan during
thevisit”headded.

Araghchistressed, “In several stages, this
plan canlead the situationtoalastingpeace

and end the existing conflictand, of course,
the occupation of the territories of the
Republicof Azerbaijan.”

Hedescribed the end ofthe occupation ofthe
territories of the Republicof Azerbaijan as
an “importantelement”inIran's proposed
planandsaid, "The protection of minority
rightsand humanitarianrightsis another
basis forIran'sinitiative toend the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict".

TheIranian deputy foreign ministerwenton
tosay thatendingthe conflictand “starting
a dialogue with the help of influential
countries” with theaim of ensuring peace
isanotherkeyaxis ofthe Islamic Republicof
Iran'sinitiative.

“Weare consultingall theseissueswith the
countries oftheregionand we hope that
theinitiative canreach the desired pointfor
implementation,” Araghchistated.
“Wealways supportthe Azerbaijan’s efforts
toliberateits occupied citiesand areas,”
Araghchi said, adding, “The territorial
integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and other countriesintheregionandthe
inviolability of bordersisanimportant
and unbreakable principle that mustbe
respected”.

After Baku, Araghchi will go to Moscow,
Yerevan and Ankara to explain Iran’s
initiative for settling Karabakh crisis.

TAEA Expresses
Satisfaction with
‘Good Level’ of
Cooperation with

Iran

[AEA’s  inspectors  have
expressed satisfaction with
the level of cooperation with
Iranregarding the inspection
of two sites sought by the UN
nuclearwatchdog, IAEA Director
General Rafael Grossi said.“It
was a constructive solutiontoa

problem what we were having,”
Grossisaidinaninterview with
AP on Tuesday."And [ would say
since then we have keptthe good
level of cooperationinthe sense
thatourinspectorsareregularly
presentand visiting the sites,”
headded.Inlate August, Grossi
visited Tehran, where he held
talks with Iranian officials over
safeguards implementation
issues.

The two sides then issued a
joint statement and said they
had agreed “to further reinforce

their cooperationand enhance
mutual trust to facilitate” the
full implementation of Iran’s
Comprehensive Safeguards
Agreement (CSA) and the
Additional Protocol (AP) thereto,
which has been provisionally
appliedbyIransince 16 January
2016.To help facilitate the
resolution oftheissuesraised by
the Agency, the statementsaid,
Iranagreed tovoluntarily provide
theIAEA'sinspectors withaccess
tothe twolocations specified by
the nuclear watchdog.
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