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Iranianknowledge-based companies can now
exportproducts and services to markets of five
members of Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU),
international centeratlIran's Vice-Presidency
for Science and Technology said on Tuesday.
Russia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Armenia and
Kazakhstan as five members of the Union
agreed last year on Iran's temporary
membership in the EAEU for a three-year
period.

From 2015, EAEU with five members started
worktoadopteconomicpolicieson free trade
agreements with other states.

Currently, EAEU agreements with Iran,
Vietnam and Singapore are temporary and
thattalks are underway foraccession of Serbia,
Egypt, Argentina, Jordan and Thailand to the
Union.

Iran's Vice-Presidency for Science and
Technology says thatIranian knowledge-based
companies enjoy satisfactory capacities for
customersatthe Eurasian markets.

Since the beginning of the Iranian year on
March 20,2020, aplanwas presented toreview
the ways to export products of the knowledge-
based companiesand remove obstaclesto this
end.

Some 140 Iranian companies have been
identified, and they will have access to the
EAEU market.

Aboutayearago,Iranand EAEUreacheda
bartertrade agreement covering 860 items of
commodities.

Statistics show thatIran has witnessed 63
percentincreaseinitstrade exchangeswiththe
EAEU countries.

Iran and South Koreais
waiting for U.S election

outcome

“We are still in the planning stage for the
release of Iran’s frozen moneyin South Korea,”
the chairman of the Iran-South Koreajoint
chamber of commerce told.

Hossein Tanhaeisaid in an exclusive interview
withILNA newsagency thatwe arenegotiating
andnoaction hasbeentakenyet; Adding that
“The Central Bank ofIran and the Central Bank
of South Korea are trying to unblock part of
Iran’s frozen money.”
“Undoubtedly,itdepends onthe outcome ofthe
USelection, and both countries are waiting for
theannouncementofthe US electionresults,”
he confirmed.

Regarding the exactamountofassets frozen
in Korean bank, Tanhaei said “Different
amounts are announced, but what we know
is $8.5 billion.”"Based on the agreement with
the Korean side the moneyisnotgoingtobe
returned in cash butinthe form of medicaland
pharmaceuticalitems," the official added.
Traderelations between Iran and South Korea
have sharply declined underthe U.S. pressures.
Alsoin May, the Iranian Foreign Ministry had
said thatpreliminary steps were taken to setup
achanneltoallowIrantouseits fundsin South
Koreatobuy humanitarian goods. Weekslater
South Korea’s Foreign Ministry said Seoul was
sending $500,000 worth of medicine to Iran.

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Iran’s frozen money stands at 4Q0Sb;

official

Deputy Head of [ran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries,Minesand Agriculture (ICCIMA) says
Iran’sfrozenmoneyin other countriesstandsat
around40$b.

Speaking to ILNA

o

news agency,
Hossein Selahvarzi

hsinﬂlng refuted allegations
on the amount of

NEWS the frozen money of

—m Iraninthe overseas

banksandalsoallegations
that exporters have not
repatriated a major part
oftheirearned forexto the
country.
HesaidtheamountofIran’s
frozen forex in foreign
banks is around $40b,
adding that the private
sectorhasrepatriated their
forex earned from exports
to the country and they
havejustfailedin bringing
backsome $6b.

The Iranian official
criticized the Central
Bank and other officials
who claim some $27b has
not been repatriated to
the country and called it
awrong figure. He added
that the alleged figure

belonged to 2018 and
20109.

Selahvarzi reiterated
that in 2018 and 2019,
the policies of the Central
Bank were in a way that
they could let exporters
repatriate 70 percent of
their forex.

“The forexresulted from
the exports by the private
sector whichhasnotbeen
repatriated stands at $6b
and exportersaretryingto
repatriateitafterresolving
problems.”

He also criticized the
Central Bankforsayingthat
some ofthe exportershave
been cardboard sleepers,
saying that the bank is

totallywrong.

“The Central Bank has
no enough data bank
and domination on the
identities of the exporters,
itgiveswrongaddresses,”
he  added.Selahvarzi
also criticized the wrong
policies of the Central
Bank especially in the
past two years, saying
thatchange of policies has
created headaches for the
exporters. He added that
these policies haveled to
the emergence of novice
and small exporters and
currently the number of
exportersinthe country
exceeds 20,000.

He said allocating dollar

based onthe government
rateof4200 tomanswasa
wrongdecisionwhichled
tothe emergence of new
exportersand waste of the
national forex.
Selahvarzialsoreiterated
the forex policy-maker
is currently after ways to
manage and increase the
forexresources and since
itcannotearn more money
through salesof oil,ithas
focused onnon-oil export
revenues.He also said that
he has asked the Central
Banktoreveal the names of
those exporters who have
notrepatriated their forex
which is said they have
been cardboard sleepers.

Iran Private Ports Gain 2"

acceptable record of exports to

companies.

Ground

The exchange of goods viaseaisless
affected by the government’s restrictive
rules and regulationsin private ports,
apart from being more efficient.
Moreover, they have notbeenincluded
onthelistof USsanctioned ports Ports
run by the private sector have maintained

neighboring countries, given their
facilitiesandlevel of investments.

The privatization of ports in Iran
began in the early 2000s following
the declaration of general policies of
Article 44 of Iran’s Constitution by the
Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, which calls for
the privatization of major state-owned

Inthose years, the Ports and Maritime
Organization of [ran decided to hand
over portareas thathadthe potential to
be turned into commercial ports to the
private sector.Inrecentyears, the revival
ofrail and shippinglines along the Silk
Road hasbeen specified as the main goal
of privatizationin marine transportation
sector.

Franceisnotaheavy
weightin Iraq market

Chairman of the Iran-IraqJoint Chamber
of Commerce says Iran, China, Turkey,and
some Arab countries like Saudi Arabia
and Oman are the major exporterstolraq
and other countries have no significant
presence in this country’s marketand
only some projects are handed over to
other countries.

Speaking to ILNA on the launch of the
campaign for boycotting the purchase of
French goodsinlraq, Yahya Al-e Eshaq
said only some countrieslike Iran, China,
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Oman are
the major exporters toIraqand other
countries have no significant presence
thereand justsometimes some projects
arehanded overto other countries.

He added that currently there are no
major projectsinIraqunless during the

recentvisitof Iraq prime minister to
Franceand Germany some contracts have
beensigned,and currently the Frenchare
notincharge ofanyimportantprojectin
Iraqg.

Touching upon the gas sector, he said
Irag hasits major gasimports fromIran
and otherissuesareinthe preliminary
stage,and recent claimsand launching
campaigns are more psychologically
important.
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BehshahrIndustrial Group,
the largest producer of
edible oils and fats in Iran
said it has suspended
production for nine days
starting Oct. 22 over the
Central Bank ofIran’s failure
to provide foreign currency
to import unprocessed
Ministry of
Mining and
Trade has sent us to the
CBI.Butthe problemis that

CBI, Ministryof {)he atllocatfed fo(lie"x cznn.ot

R e transferred, mir-
Industries Must HoushangBirashk, secretary
End Clll'l'ency of Iranian Vegetable Oil
Chaos Industry Association told

Mehr News Agency. “As we
speak, 60,000 tons of raw,
unprocessed oilsisheld up
in customs warehouses.
We are negotiating to
solve the problem. All
edible oil companies have
been afflicted. Imports
of unprocessed oil have
declined by 50%. Those
in charge need to find a
solution to avoid new
challenges to the vegetable
oilindustry,” he stressed.
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Tehran
Municipality
takesinitiatives
todevelop

tourism
Municipalities are
considered as effective
bodies which can
help develop cities'
economy.

Although they are
notdirectly charged
with gettinginvolved
in the generation
of employment,
they can be helpful
in facilitating the
process of creatingjob
opportunities.

The issue is on the
agenda for managers
ofthe citiesin modern
states.

Fortunately, Tehran
Municipality  has
taken good executive
measures towards
this end by asking
entrepreneurs and
social bodies for
assistance.

To attach further
importance to the
issue and achieve
the related goals,
Tehran Municipality
has launched
different  centers
active in the area of
entrepreneurship
to pave the way for
supportinginnovative
jobs.

To achieve the
end, capacities of
municipalities in
differentareasshould
use as it is seen in
activities of a center
in District 1 of Tehran
Municipality.

This center was
launched this year
in Jamshidiyeh Park
(northof Tehranandin
District 1) to support
new job opportunities
in the tourism
industry.

The center,apioneerin
the tourism industry,
isagatetomakealink
between domestic
and international
economicnetworks.
Surely, the effort made
by District 1 of the
Tehran Municipality
has facilitated
development in the
economy of tourismin
theregion.
Hopefully, it is
expected that the
northern center willbe
successfulin creating
job  opportunities
for the youth and
preparing the ground
for making a brand
tointroduce tourism
capacities of the
Tehran Municipality
in both national and
international arenas.
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ChinatoTake
Necessary
MeasuresonUS
Arms Salesto
Taiwan

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry Tuesday said
the country will take
necessary measuresto
upholditssovereignty
andsecurity interests,
afterthe United States
approved another
planned arms sales to
Taiwan.

The Us State
Department  has
approved the potential
sale of 100 Boeing-
made Harpoon Coastal
Defense  Systems
to China's Taiwan
regioninadeal that
has apotential value
of up to $2.37 billion,
the Pentagon said on
Monday.

Speakingon Tuesday's
regular pressbriefing,
spokesperson Wang
Wenbin voiced firm
oppositiontoUSarms
salesto China's Taiwan
region, stressing that
the move seriously
violates the one-
China principle and
the three China-US
Joint Communiques,
especially the August
17 Communique,
severelyinterferingin
China'sinternal affairs
and undermining
China's sovereignty
andsecurity interests.
"The move has
sent deeply wrong
signalsto the "Taiwan
independence’
secessionist forces,
and  jeopardized
China-USrelations,”
said Wang, CGTN
reported.

Heurged the US side
to ceasearms sales to
Taiwan and military
contact with the
island, and withdraw
other arms sales
plans, toavoid further
damagesto China-US
ties and peace and
stability across the
Taiwan Straits.
"China is going to
make legitimate and
necessary responses
to safeguard its own
sovereignty  and
security interests,"
Wangadded.

The United States'
newly approved plan
comes days after the
State Department
approvedthe potential
sale of three other
weapons systems
to Taiwan, including
sensors, missiles and
artillery that could
have a total value of
$1.8billion.

=

USnotto tolerate missiles

transfer from Iran to
Venezuela

Asenior US State Department official says the transfer oflong-
range missiles from Iran to Venezuela 'will not be tolerated or
permitted"."The transfer of long-range missiles from Iran to
Venezuelaisnotacceptable to the United States and will not be
tolerated or permitted,” Elliott Abrams, US Special Representative
forIranand Venezuela, told Fox News."We will make every effort
to stop shipments oflong-range missiles, and if somehow they get
to Venezuela they will be eliminated there."Although thereisno

certaininformation aboutan agreed delivery, Abrams claimed
that Tehran and Caracas will likely sit for an arms deal."Iran has
announced itsintention to engage in arms sales, and Venezuela
isan obvious targetbecause those two pariah regimes already
have arelationship,” he claimed.This is while the Colombian
governmentrecently claimed that Venezuelahasbeen considering
buying missiles from Iran.The Venezuelan president, Nicolds it
Maduro, said backinlate August during a virtual meeting of the
Bolivarian Congress of the Peoples that "It'snotabadidea, Ivan
Duque, we hadn'tthoughtaboutit, really, whenIheard I[van Duque
say: 'My God, and why hadn't we thought about that, if I[ran has
tremendous technology'."A few days ago, Maduro, announced
the creation of a military council to make the country’s weapons
system moreindependent, with the help of “sister” nations,among

Good and bad of US elections for Iran

Ifthe US returns to the nuclear deal, Tehranand

Washington canbothtake up “freeze” policy, meaning

the US canstopits sanctionson Iranand release

Iran’sblocked moneyand Iraninreturn canstopall

itsnuclearactivities until the two sides canreacha

comprehensiveaccord tonormalize conditions, said

anexpertofinternationalissues.
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US hostility towards
Iranians has no limit,

Amir-Ali  Abolfath
said the hot days of
campaigning  will
be over in a weak in
the US with the polls
indicating that the
Democratcandidate
Joe Bidenisleading "But
importantfactoristhatthe
gap between Biden and
President Donald Trump
is narrowing in the key
battlefield states that will
infactdetermine the next
White Houseresident."
Abolfath said since
the structure of the US
presidential electionsis so
complicated, suchpollsare
notsoreliablebecause "itis
notpeople’svotesthatelect
the presidentbutthose of
the Electoral College."
Noting that Republican
votes are in favor of
Trump inboth the House
of Representative and
Supreme Court, he added
that"ifthe electionisheld
with no fracas, Biden is
more likely to win. Butif
candidates donotaccept
theresults of the voting,
then Trump has abetter
chanceinthe Congressand
the Supreme Court."
Regarding the issue
of Trump’s maximum
pressure policy toward
Iran, he said thatIran will
face reinforcement of
such policiesif Trump is
reelected.

The analystsaid thatIran
and the US are actually
engagedinawar whichis
different fromthose ofthe
20th century."Thisisawar
of economies, sanctions,
cyber-attacks, and proxy
wars. Thisisthe US’s first
21-century war. The war
might go on with either
Trump or Bidenin office."
Answering a question
about Trump
administration’s

spokesman

Aspokesman for the Iranian mission to the United Nations
Alireza Miryousefisaid in a message citing the US new
sanctionsagainstIranianindividualsand entities that the

UShostility to Iranians has no limit.

"U.S.'s hostility towards Iranian people has no limit,"

Miryousefi wrote in his Twitter account.

"U.S. is sanctioning entities that have already been
sanctioned under other phoney charges," he added.

"U.S." addiction to sanctions has not paid off, as @
robertcobrien admitted, U.S. has out-sanctioned itself,"

Iraniandiplomatnoted.
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confrontation with Iran,
he said that the second
government of Trump
will create no negotiation
opportunities with Iran
because Trump’s high
officials are vehemently
ideological -evangelical, to
beprecise.

"They may increase
pressureonlranand create
the chance for Tehran to
expandrelations with the
East,i.e. Chinaand Russia,
which will decreaseIran’s
vulnerability  against
the Western sanctions
and increase domestic
capabilities, hesaid,adding
that it is very unlikely
that Iran moves toward
negotiations with Trump’s
USunlessthey change their
behavior," headded.
Healsosaid thatpeoplelike
Mark Dubowitz, from the
Foundation for Defense
of Democracies (FDD),
believethatIranneedsone
moreblow tobe KO’d and
Trump should give it the
blow.

Noting that there are
many Iranians in the
US intelligence and
organizations like FDD
and many other places
who know Iranians,
their psychology and
mentality well; he said
these people will tell
Trump thatIraniansarea
rather prideful nation so
ifhe wants torepel them
from the negotiation
table,looking on them will
suffice.

Earlier on Monday, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said ina message thatthe US is suffering from
addiction to sanctions and advised the United States to kick
the habitofsanctions.
"The Treasury Departmentalso blacklisted more than
a dozen other Iranian state energy firms and their
subsidiaries, and top officials at the ministry and the firms,
which include the National Petrochemical Company and
the National Iranian Oil Company,” US Media 'Wall Street
Journal' reported.
Meanwhile, [ranian Petroleum Minister Bijan Zanganeh
in a Twitter message said: "Imposition of sanctions on me
and my colleaguesis a passive reaction to the failure of
Washington's policy of reducing [Iran's] crude oil exports

tozero."

The era of unilateralismis overin the world. Iran's oil
industry willnotbe hamstrung, he stated.

\

The factthat Trump keeps
repeatingthatlranwillbeg
fortalks with the USin the
firstdaysofhissecond term
andiranwillbe amongthe
firstto callhim on hisre-
electioncanbeinterpreted
inthis framework, he said.
Hewentontostressindeed
Washington wants no talks
with Tehran, reasoning
that"ifitdoes, then why
it assassinated General
Soleimani; sanctioned the
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
Foreign Minister
Mohammad-Javad Zarif,
and the Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps?"

Trump wants to break
Iran so thatthere will be
no talks - neither with
his government nor the
nextone, he said,adding
that Trump is seeking
something with Iran like
whattheydidtoJapanand
Germany after World War
[I-atotal surrender-nota
win-winnegotiation.
Trump used the
intimidation power ofthe
US, butif Biden takes office,
he will exercise the US
power to form consensus
against Iran, as former
president Barrack Obama
didtosanctionIran, hesaid.
Regarding the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), he said
the USreturntothe dealis
bothanopportunityanda
threat.

"If Washington returns
tothedeal,itisarelieffor
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Iran for sanctions will be
reduced. But the US will
then have the chance to
use the disputeresolution
mechanismand triggerthe
snapback. Biden can keep
thethreatofrestoration of
sanctionlikeasword over
Iran’s head and threaten
Iranthatif Tehrandoesnot
succumb to USwill, it will
restore the sanctions. In
such a situation, China’s
and Russia’shandswill be
tiedaswell," hesaid.
IfBidentakes office, he may
return to the JCPOA and
take up freeze policy with
Iran, meaning the US can
stopitssanctionsonlIran
andreleaseIran’s blocked
moneyand Iraninreturn
can stop all its nuclear
activitiesuntilthetwosides
canreachacomprehensive
accord to normalize
conditions, hesaid,adding
that he is so pessimist
towarditbecause the US
doesn’twantto displease
itsregionalallies, especially
Saudi Arabia and Israel,
Abolfath noted.

Prime Minister of Israel
Benjamin  Netanyahu
will do anything to stop
a deal between Tehran
and Washington, he said,
addingthatif Biden shows
any flexibility on the issue
of the JCPOA, he will act
more strictly in other
issues. He may remove
the five nuclear-related
sanctions and add five
non-nuclear-related ones,
givingIranno points.

which it mentioned China,
Russia, Iran, and Cuba.“We
are going to activate in
style the ‘Scientific and
Technological
Council” that will give
independence in
the weapons system to
Venezuela“, said the president
duringan act with the military,
without specifying when the
installation of this new instance will

be, which, he estimates, will occur no later than mid-
November.

Military

NEWS

Araghchivisits NW
borders, says security Iran's
redline

Abbas Araqchi stressed thatsecurityisIran’s
redlineanditshould notbe harmed duringthe
conflictbetween Armeniaand the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

On Tuesday, the Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister arrived at Parsabad Airport, Ardabil
province, tovisitthe northwestborderareas of
Iranwith the Republic of Azerbaijan which are
near the disputed areasbetween the Republic
of Azerbaijanand Armenia.

During this visit, Abbas Araghchisaid, “The
Islamic Republic of Iran hasimportant water
and electricity buildings on the Aras border
river,and during this trip, the status of this
borderand thebuildings will be studied.”

The Islamic Republic of Iran attaches great
importance to the security ofitsborderareas,
dams,and borderbuildings, Araghchisaid and
added, “SecurityisIran’sredline thatitshould
notbe harmed duringthe conflictbetweenthe
twonorthernneighbors.”

Duringthetrip totheborderareas of Ardabil
and East Azarbaijan provinces, thisissue will
bediscussed, headded.

Araghchivisited MilMoghan Damin Aslandooz
of Ardabil Province and left for East Azarbaijan
province to visit Khoda-Afarin and Qiz Qala'si
damsinKhodaafarin city.

Armycmdr.:
Iran to deal severely with
Takfiri elements nearits

borders

Iran’s Army Commander said thatIranwill deal
severely with Takfiri elementsnearitsborders.
During his visit to Air Defense Units and
investigation ofthe air defensereadiness status
inthe northwestofthe country, Major General
Seyyed Abdolrahim Mousavi emphasized
maintaining the security of the people,
especially theborderresidents.

"Air defense units have been strengthened
inthe northwesternregion of the country
and willbeaddedifneeded," he said, adding,
"The tranquility of the peopleis of special
importancetous.”

"Respect for the territorial integrity
of countries and the protection of official
international borders areamong our known
principlesand we will nottolerate any changes
forterritorial integrity and oppose them," Gen.
Mousavisaid.

Regardingthe presence of Takfirimembersin
theregion, he added, "Takfiri terrorists, ISIL
andthe Zionists arerejected elementsall over
the world, and their presence everywhere
causes hatred and insecurity."

"Our forces will deal severely with the presence
of these elements near our borders," he
stressed.

III
have no assets
outside of Iran to be subject to the sanctions. I

would sacrifice mylife, belongings and reputation for Iran,"
Zanganeh said.
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Iran summons Frenchenvoyover Paris’anti-Islam stances
The Foreign Ministry summoned Florent Aydalotin the absence of the French
ambassadortoconvey Tehran'sdismayatParis officials’ supportforthe publication of
profane cartoonsofthe Prophet Muhammadby the French satirical weeklymagazine
Charlie Hebdo.Inthe meetingwith Aydalot, the deputy director general for European
affairsatthe Iranian foreign ministry condemned French authorities’ unacceptable
actions which have inflamed the sentiments of millions of Muslims in Europe and in
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other parts ofthe world."Any insult to, and disrespect for Prophet Muhammad and the pure

20000 Rials

values ofIslam, by any individual and with any position, isstrongly condemned and rejected,” said the Iranian

official."Fanningthe flames of Islamophobiaand hatemongeringisasource of deepregret,” especiallywhenit

No. 659

Wednesday ,October 28 , 2020,

o
ISFRHAN
NEWS

Zarifadvises US tokick

US hOStﬂity sanction habit

o Iranian Foreign
tOWﬂl’dS Ir anians Minister, Mohammad
hasno]imit, Javad Zarif in a
message advised the
spokesman United States to kick

sanction habit.
“U.S.National Security
Iranand South Advisor Robert
Koreais Waiting O'Brienjustadmitted
o that U.S. has out-
for U.S election sanctioned its ability
toinflictmore painon

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:56:30

Iranian people. Time
for the US to finally
admititisaSanction

Addict. Kick the
Noon call to prayer: habit. More economic
11:47:05 warfare againstIran

Evening call to prayer:

17:34:08

WEATHER

will bring the US
less—and notmore—
influence,” Zarifwrote
onhis Twitteraccount.
Earlier,Robert O'Brien
said that the US has
little opportunity
left to impose new
sanctions against
Russia and Iran, as
there are already
many of them.

iscarried outunderthe name of freedom of speech, whichis supposed to serve understanding, empathy,and
peaceful coexistenceamonghumansocieties, the Iranian official said.

Iran’s frozen money stands at 408b;
official

Coronavirus Immunity May Only Last A Few
Months after Infection: Study

Coronavirus immunity could only last a few months,

researchers say, after astudy revealed adecline in protective

antibodies.

Research by Imperial College London estimated
just4.4% ofadultshad some form ofimmunity
against COVID-19 in September, when cases
begantoincreaseagain, the Mirrorreported.
This is compared with 6% found to have
antibodiesbetweenJune20and]July 13,and 4.8%
betweenJuly31and August31.
Thenumberofpeople withantibodies fellby 26.5
per centoverthreemonths,accordingtoresearch
commissioned bythe DepartmentofHealthand
Social Care.

Thestudyinvolved morethan 365,000 randomly
selected adultsin England whoused finger prick
antibodytestsathome.

Between 20 June and 28 September, the
proportion of people who tested positive for
antibodies dropped from six per cent of the
populationto4.4 per cent.
Thissuggestsantibodiesreduceinthe weeksor
monthsafterapersonisinfected, the Department
ofHealthand Social Care said.

Health Minister Lord Bethell said the study made
itclear peoplearenotimmune from coronavirus
just because they have tested positive for
antibodies.

Headded: “This studyled by Imperialand Ipsos
MORIisacritical piece of research, helpingusto
understand the nature of COVID-19 antibodies
overtime,andimprove ourunderstandingabout
thevirusitself.

"Werely on thiskind ofimportantresearch to
inform our continued response to the disease,
sowe cancontinuetotaketherightactionatthe
righttime.

“Itisalsoimportantthateveryone knowswhat
thismeans for them - this study will helpin our
fightagainst the virus, but testing positive for
antibodies does not meanyouare immune to
COVID-19.

“Regardless of the result of an antibody test,
everyone must continue to comply with

government guidelines including social
distancing, self-isolatingand gettingatestifyou
have symptoms and always remember Hands,
Face,Space.”
Antibodyresponsesalsoappeartovaryovertime
dependingonaperson’sageand symptoms.

The study suggested that people who did not
show COVID-19 symptoms are likely tolose
detectableantibodies soonerthanthosewhohad
signsofthedisease.
Thefindingsalsoshowthelossofantibodieswas
slowerin 18to 24-year-olds compared withthose
aged75andover.

Professor Paul Elliott, director of the REACT
programme, said: “Our study shows thatover
timethereisreductioninthe proportionofpeople
testing positive for antibodies againstthe virus
thatcauses COVID-109.

"[tremains unclear whatlevel of immunity
antibodies provide, orforhowlongthisimmunity
lasts.

"Ifsomeone tests positive for antibodies, they
stillneed to follow national guidelinesincluding
social distancingmeasures, gettingaswab testif
theyhave symptomsand wearingface coverings
whererequired.”

Helen Ward, one of the lead authors of the
antibody report, said: “Thisverylarge study
has shown thatthe proportion of people with
detectableantibodiesisfallingovertime.
"Wedon'tyetknowwhetherthiswillleave these
peopleatriskofreinfection with the virus that
causes COVID-19,butitisessential thateveryone
continuestofollowguidancetoreducetheriskto
themselvesand others.”

The studyresultsindicate the first wave of the
epidemictookplaceoverashortperiodin March
and April.

Itappearsthere was then asteep decline in
the proportion of people whoreported having
COVID-19 symptoms and who tested positive
forantibodies from early April - two weeks after
nationallockdown.

While positive antibody tests declined in the
general population, thenumber ofhealthworkers
whotested positive forthem did notchange.
Researchersbelieve this could be because of
higherinitial orrepeated exposure.

Ex-CIA Head Slams Trump for Suggesting MBS
Could Be Invited to White House

The formerhead ofthe CIA slammed US President Donald Trump
for suggesting that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
couldbeinvited to the White House.

John Brennan, an Obamaappointee, said the
ideathatthekingdom's de-factoruler,known
by his initials MBS, would be invited to the
White House was "outrageous”, given the
Saudiruler'sinvolvementinthe 2018 murder
ofjournalistand dissidentJamal Khashoggi.
Trump made the suggestion on Fridayin the
Oval Office during meetings to mark Sudan
and Israel'sjust-announced normalization
agreementto establish diplomaticties forthe
firsttime.

"Ifhe's goingtoallow Mohammed bin Salman
tocometothis country,and be fetedand hosted
byapresidentofthe United States, after what
his own intelligence community, the CIA, has
reportedly said about MBS' responsibility
forthe murderand dismembermentofa US
resident, [justfind thatvery telling [about]
Donald Trump, obviously," Brennan said
during an interview with a Yahoo News
podcastover the weekend.

The presidentsaid the White House would
throw a "big beautiful party" to mark a
proposed Saudi-Israel agreement, for which
he would invite Saudi King Salman and his

The Trump administration has been eager
for Saudi Arabia to make a similaragreement,
despiteits publicrefusal.

Brennan said the Trump administration
should have moved to censure MBS after
several USintelligence agencieslinked the
ruler to the killingand dismemberment of
Khashoggiinside Saudi Arabia's Turkish
consulate twoyearsago.

"Therearevery demonstrable thingsthatthey
coulddo," Brennansaid, regardingholdingthe
Saudiruleraccountable.

"But Trump has notdone any of that. They
can make sure thatthey're notgoingto deal
with MBS. And really make him a pariah, in
many respects, in the bilateral relationship,”
he suggested.Sarah Leah Whitson, executive
director of DAWN, a MENA-focused human
rights group founded by Khashoggibefore
his death, also slammed Trump's remarks,
sarcastically posting on Twitter an Arabic
phrase of welcome before telling MBS she
would "LOVE for you to come to Washington,
andseeyouincourt!".

Earlierthis month, presidentialnominee Joe
Bidensaid thatifhe were elected in November,
hewould "reassess" the USrelationship with
SaudiArabia.

Recently, Khashoggi's fiance, Hatice Cengiz,
filedacivillawsuitagainstMBS aswellas other
officials, seeking to hold them liable for the
journalist's brutal murder.

son, MBS.
ReportofHuman Monday night, he said that andinformation provided by
. politicization prevails in the groups affiliated to obstinate
nghts Rep()l'tel' report, asithas been drafted governments of the Islamic
void oflegal based onpolitical considerations Republic of Iran and terrorist
o o andlacks anylegal standing. groups, he said, noting that it
standlng: Baqerl All the report is full of views lacksanyexpertviewontheissue

Secretary of Iranian Judiciary's
Headquarters for Human Rights
Ali Bageri-Kani on Monday
dismissed special rapporteur's
reportonlran's human rights
situation, saying thatthereport
hasnolegal basis.

In a live televised speech on

Republicoflran, he said.

based on those of Western
countries and powers thatare
in conflict with the policies
and approaches of the Islamic

This report is mainly based
on allegations, accusations

ofhumanrights.

Earlier, he said that the special
rapporteur for Iran was
appointed by a country that
has refused to sell medical
equipment for the treatment of
innocentsick children.
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