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US Exempts India’s
Activities at Iran’s
Chabahar Portfrom

Sanctions: Report

The UShasassured India thatitsinvolvementin
theIranian portof Chabaharwould notbe affected
by Washington’s sanctionsonIran,areportsaid.

The Sunday ExpresssaidinarecentreportthatUS

ISFAHAN
NEWS

Launching trade centers in countries best

meetingsin New Delhistarting October 26.
Itsaid that Washington’s assurances on India’s
workin Chabahar fall within the framework of
humanitarian exemptions given to entities and
governments working on reconstruction and
developmentof Afghanistan.
Theyarealsolinked to disputed assertions by US
authoritiesin the pastclaimingthatthesale offood
and medicinetoIranis exemptfromthe sanctions.
Indiahas committed itselfto majorinvestmentand
developmentplansin Chabahar,aportonthe Sea
of Omanwhere Iranis seekingtosetupamajorhub
oftradebetween the Indian Oceanand landlocked
countriestoitseastand northeast.

However, reports show that Iran has been
generally unsatisfied with the degree of India’s
involvement in the port as New Delhi keeps
blaming the US sanctions for a haltin various
projects.

Iran hasbeen pressing ahead with its massive
infrastructure projectsin Chabahardespite India’s
poorprogressintheport.

Expertsbelieve activities in Chabahar willboom
significantly once a 700-kilometer railway
connecting the portto areas near the Afghan
border comes fully online by March 2022.

Iranian, FAO Experts
Cooperate to Reduce

Agricultural Water
Consumption

The eLearning program is provided by
FutureWater researchand consulting organization
under the FAO Water Scarcity Initiative for Asiaand
the Pacific.

“REWAS provides the decision-makers with an
insightofwater flowsatthe farm,irrigation system,
and basin scale,” said Jonna van Opstal, Water
Productivity Expertat FutureWater, whoalsoled
thisvirtual training.

“REWAS isusing the concept of ‘following the
water. In this approach, drainage, runoff, and
percolation to the groundwater are no longer
considered as ‘losses, because downstream users
oftenuse theserecoverable waters. This concept
resolvesaparadoxinthe water sector where more
efficienttechnologies are expected to reduce
water demands, butinreality,lead to higher water
consumptionand exacerbating the water scarcity
problems,”added van Opstal.

Asper this expert,adopting such anapproach
canstop the false beliefthat high-techirrigation
methods (e.g.dripirrigation) save high amounts
ofwater. Itlikewise supports the development of
better water governance, which canregulate the
expansion of unsustainableirrigated areas by
evaluatingreal water savings.

Majid-RezaHaririsaysinordertoimproveexports,

Irantrade centersshouldbelaunchedincountries

asvenuesforbarterofforexbetween exporters

andimporters.

&4/&1

NEWS

In an interview,
Haririsaid thatdue
to the sanctions,
coronavirus
pandemic, and
closure ofborders,

IS otional exports

havebeenunder excessive
pressure. He added that
as the statistics of the
Customs Administration
show, our forecastis that
by the yearend our non-
oilexportswould decline
between 35to 40 percent
comparingtolastyear.

He went on to say that
some other factors should
also be blamed for the
drop in exports, adding
that most of the exports
ofthe countryare the raw
materialand the demand
for raw material has
dropped internationally.
Haririwhowasspeakingon
the occasion ofthenational
export day said that
almost 60 to 70 percent

of the country’s exports
are petrochemicals, gas,
condensates, metal, and
non-metal minerals that
their priceshave decreased
globally.

He added that in the
early months, the prices
were falling sharply
but gradually they are
recovering, however, it
is expected the country’s
non-oil exportsto fallby 35
to40percentthisyear.
Hariri noted that there
are some fundamental
problemsinthe country’s
exports like exporting
raw material which is
the major exports of the

country,adding that our
exportsare mainly bound
to two markets of Iragand
Afghanistan.

He stated that the other
problem whichisrelated
toourpolitical interaction
with the world is that
if China, the UAE, and
Iraq are eliminated
from the country’s list of
destinations for export,
70 percentofexports will
drop.

Hariri reiterated that
almost Iran’s non-oil
exports are restricted to
five countries and this
limitation of markets is
astrategic danger for its

foreigntrade,addingthatif
one ofthese markets faces
problemsand suffersaloss,
our exportwill seeasharp
drop.

He further said that he
believesthe countryshould
launch trade centers in
foreign countries for
barter of forex between
exportersand importers
of the country. It means
we should have Iranian
companies in a certain
country that they could
deliver the forex of
exporters for purchase
tothe Iranianimporters,
namely,we setupbartering
forexfund, hereiterated.

Iran-China 25-year
economic accord will
bring trade boom to
Mideast

The 25-year draft document for
comprehensive cooperation between
Tehran and Beijing is an important
developmentinthe Middle Eastregion,
the development which can not only
deepen bilateral relations in different
economicareasbutalsobringboomto
the entire region with dlrs 400 billion
tradeayear.
Thenewsbroadcastaboutthe strategic
draftdocument, has caused concern for
some American politicians who have
been trying for years to hinder Iran-
China cooperation by putting maximum
pressureand imposing unjustsanctions
againstthelraniannation.

Media and think tanks in the United
States have seriously been affected by

this development in the Middle East
and confessed thateconomicrelations
between Iran and China have displeased
the USadministration.

Chinese analysts believe thatenhanced
cooperation ofthe two countriesin the
frameworkofthe 25-year draftdocument
canincrease connections for cooperation
and mostimportantly strengthenIran's
position in the "One Belt, One Road"
project.Chinese President Xi Jinping
introduced the 'One Belt, One Road'
initiative,a plantolink China with Asia,
Africaand Europeviaanetworkofports,
railwaysandroadsin2013.Iran, enjoying
appropriate capacities to transfer
energy to Southand East Asiathroughits
maritimelinks,canbeanimportantgate
for greateastern economic partnerslike
Indiaand China.
Sinceannouncementofdraftdocument
for comprehensive cooperationbetween
Iran and China, the US media have

covered thenewsaboutitandlinkeditto
military and securityissues, Iranian and
Chinese officials already rejected such
allegations.

Those media have also described the
draftdocumentas grimace atthe United
States.In analysts' opinion, the 25-year
draft document will extend China's
influenceacrossthe Middle Eastand lead
toimprovinglran'seconomicsituationin
theregion.Thisislikearescue package for
both sides; meanwhile, it will represent
new challenges to the United States
maximum pressure.Analysts have said
thatthe draftdocumentbetweenIranand
Chinaisanewdiplomacythatcanchange
thebalance of powerintheregion.

The Economist-the UK weekly magazine
- says that Iranian President Hassan
Rouhanihastaken "major step” towards
Tehran-Beijingties asthe two have been
reviewing the 25-year draftdocument
formonths.
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country””

“Iran-Australia exchanges are
carried out by intermediary
countries,” the Vice President of
the Iran-Australia Chamber of
Commercetold ILNA.

Inan exclusive interview with
ILNA news agency, Mohammad
Hassan Didehvarsaid “Most of
our problemsin exportingand
importing with Australia are
related to the banking system,
whichisdonebytheintermediary

Iran-Australia Therialvalue ofIran's inllports

R R and exports to Australia has
tradeisdonevia increased. We have a lot of
Intermediaries; problems in dealing with
official Australia, which goes back to

sanctions and does not allow
lotsof goodstobe exported and
imported.”He added that our
exportstoAustraliaincludenon-
oil commodities and are only
madebythe privatesector.

“The value of Iranian
imports from Australia was
approximately 626 thousand
kilogramsofnon-oilcommodities
worth $8.561 million duringthe
first 6 months of the current
fiscal year,” the Iranian official
said.

authoritieshad signaled India’s exemptions from What's News
Iransanctionsinadiplomaticmessage conveyed to

New Delhiearlierin Octoberjustafter Washington ..
imposedaseries of newbans onIran’s financial Way to boost exp()l'ts Iran's Aviation
sector. Industry May Not
Thereportsaid the message came as senior US Recover From
officials prepare to hold days of high-profile Head ofIran-ChinajointChamber of Commerce Covid-19Until 2023

Iran's aviationindustry,
a sector harshly hit by
the spread of the new
coronavirus, needs at
leastthreeyearstomake
acomeback, says Siavash
Amirmokri, managing
director of I[ran Airports
Company,“Revenues
raised from overflights
accountfornearly 68% of
Iran Airports Company's
annualincome. Overflight
iswhere we suffered the
mostduringthepandemic,’
Amirmokri was quoted
as saying by Fars News
Agency"We need to
diversify our sources
of revenues in order to
compensatethedeclinein
incomeundertheinfluence
ofCovid-19."

Iran Airports Company’s
revenues from overflight
chargesdecreasedby46%
or $69 millionin the first
halfof2020 comparedwith
the same period 0f20109.
Optimistic projections
putthe number ofaircraft
flyingoverIranianairspace
in 2020 at 112,000 and
expectrevenuestoreach
10,000billionrials (around
$36 million), aviation
officials were quoted as
sayingearlier thismonth.
Iranian passengers
resume traveling to
Iraqi Kurdistan
[raniansresumedtraveling
to Iraqi Kurdistan on
October 25, said director
general of Bashmaq
Customs Houseon Sunday.
Farid Haq-Panah told
IRNA late on Sunday that
according to the border
affairs director of the
other side and based on
guidelines of Ministry of
Regional Affairs of Iraqi
Kurdistan, Iranians can
enter it with an official
passport (with at least
sixmonths validity date)
through the three official
borders of Bashmagq in
Marivan, Haji Imran in
Piranshahr and Parviz
KhaninQasr-e Shirin.Upon
arrival, theyare tested for
the Covid-19 attheIraqi
Health Unit, and if the
resultisnegative, theyare
allowedtoentertheregion,
hesaid.Passengersleaving
the border, especially
Iraqis, are advised to pay
attention to the typeand
amountofgoodstheycarry,
becauseaccordingto the
instructions received,
customs officers stationed
inthe passenger hall will
preventexitofbasicgoods
including flour, bread,
rice, oil, sugar, meat (red
and white) evenin small
amounts.



04 /" o B oo t I Defense Security Cooperation Agency, the Pentagon's While Washington doesnot
JJ (7 ' el.]lng o mpose officethat oversees US militaryassistance toothernations, officiallyrecognize Taiwan
= announced thatthe State Departmenthad approvedthe asanindependentstate
14 Sanc‘:lons on US sale of $1.008 billion worth of AGM-84H StandoffLand entity, stickingratherto
AHAA Companies over Arms AttackMissile Expanded Response (SLAM-ER) andrelated the "One China" policy,
. equipmentto the Republicof China, the officialname of it has actually kept
| Sales tO Talwan the governmentin Taipei, Taiwan.CommentingontheUS informalrelations with

decision, the Chinese Foreign Ministry called on the United
Statesto cancel the proposed arms deal, adding that China
would make necessary responsesinaccordance with the

theisland, includingarms
supplies, after breaking off
diplomaticrelations with it

The spokesman for the Chinese Foreign Minister, Zhao
Lijian, stated on Monday that Beijingwillimpose sanctions
on US entities participatingin arms sales to Taiwan.
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Speaking further, the spokesman said that Lockheed
Martin, Boeing Defense and Raytheon will fall under
the Chinese sanctions, Sputnik reported.Last week, the

development of the situation.Beijing has always called
Taiwan "an inseparable part ofits territory" and asked
other countriestoadhere tothe "One China" policy.

Islamic Awakening Assembly Blasts Insult

in1979.Last week, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry called on the United
Statesto cancelits arms sales deal with Taiwan.

NEWS

Prophet Muh d
Sdmisbedey €0 Prophet Miuhamma .

"Effective' Anti- Southwest Asia‘world’s
COVID-19 The World Assembly of Islamic Awakening geopoliticalpivot’: Maj. Gen.
Medicine: Maduro condemned the offensive actionsand remarks made B er

Venezuelan President in France about Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and {. lgh )

Nicolas Madurosays his Tslam Chief of General Staff of [ranian Armed Force

country has designed

highlighted the significant position of Southwest

« : ; In a statement Asiaindeterminingtheworldleadership.

a highly effective o B o : i )
antivirfl" ﬂ}; atdecimates &”JM Secretary-General of Major General Mohammaleosse:-m Bagherimade
coronavirus withoutan ISFAHAN the World Assembly the remarks on Monday in a videoconference
sideeffects y of Islamic Awakening meetingofthe Passive Defense Committee.

"I want ,;0 say that NEW 3 Ali Akbar Velayati Referlring to Fhe geopolitical alnd geostrategic
NEWS denounced the theories, which term some pointsin the world

Venezuelahasdeveloped

_EEEM  insults to Prophet

as “geopolitical heartlands and pivots,” the top

a .rpedlcme that Muhammad (PBUH) inthe commander said, “Today, there isno doubt that
annihilates 100 percent y h idofworld . h .
of the coronavirus." letcenturyas modern t € pyramidorworid powerin Southwest Asia
. ’ bigotry”. determinesworld supremacyandleadership.”

Maduro said on Sunday, ) . " . . . X

o . After the international ‘Any power thatcan dominate thisregion will stand
describingitasa“highly X .  1n

. e ndemnation a ’ .
effectiveantiviral cond tio of attl}etopofthlspyramld }lleadded ) .
The drug will be French magazine’s move Major Qeneral Bagherll noted,- The Islamic
presented to the WHO to publish defamatory Revolution was formed [in 1979] in an extremely

for certification, he
added.

Itwas designed by the
Venezuelan Institute
for Scientific Research
(IVIC), which hasbeen
working on a cure for
thevirus forthe pastsix
months, he noted, RT

cartoons of Islam's
Prophet Muhammad, the
dual-standardsresulted
in the promotion of
such heretical and anti-
religious ideology in
the educational system
of France, the statement
added.

added, sayingitwilllead to
stronger Muslim unity.

The World Assembly
of Islamic Awakening
condemns such a grave
crime and insult, and calls
onall Muslims to remain
vigilant and thwart the
anti-Islamic plots, it

would not give up the
insulting cartoons despite
harsh criticisms from
Muslims.

Moreover, French teacher
Samuel Paty raised
controversy last week
and provoked anger over
showing defamatory

terrorism, amid growing
anti-Islam sentiment due
tohostile policiesadopted
by the European state.

The French interior
ministry said a total of 73
mosques, private schools,
and workplaceshad been
shutdown since January

sensitiveregion,andithasbeen followingitsdivine
goals and ideals and valuable mottos, such as
revealingtherole ofexternaldomination, supporting
theoppressedandself-reliance ofthe Iraniannation.”
Therefore, headded, itisnormal thatthe countryis
facingmultiple threats onits path by those tryingto
dominatetheregion.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran, without any
expectation ofinterestfromneighbors, hasrelied

reported. The assembly also concluded. cartoons of Islam's “in. th'e .figl},t against solelyonitsreligiousand.revolutiona.ryprinciples
Themedicineisbasedon described extremism In re.cent weeks, French P.rophet Muhammad to radicalization. ' toseektotalfecontroloflts own affairsandreach
amolecule called TR-10 and insults to Prophet President Emmanuel his students. Paty was Lastweek, French police self—rehanc.e. . .

whichwasisolatedand: Muhammad (PBUH) as Macron has attack?d decapitat.edbya'm 18-}'fe'ar- stormed a mosque in a He ulnderllnedthe country's undlspu'Fedwﬂlto
when pitted againstthe two sides of a coin used Islam and the Muslim oldassailant,identified densely-populatedsuburb continuethe path of development, stressingthatno

virus, proveditsabsolute
effectiveness, hesaid.

by Zionism and the global
arrogance againstIslam.
The wunforgivable sin

community, accusing
Muslims of "separatism,”
and claimingthat"Islamis

as Chechen Abdullakh
Anzorov, who was shot
dead by police soon after

inthe northeastof Paris,
as part of a crackdown
on Muslims in the wake

threatcaneverstopthelraniannationfromrealizing
suchagoal.

Russia Callson Foreign

Maduro said the study itted in F in areligionincrisisallover thekillin of the French teacher's

has ~already been Comml' oo thew%rld ! Meanwhgille the beheadin PlayersNottoPromote

reviewed by expertsand the guise of freedom of ) . : . & . o1 PR

scientists. and will be expressionand modernity Macronhasalsoapproved Organization of [slamic Theinterior ministry said Ml]ltaryScenarlomKarabakh
presented’totheWorld has harmed the feelings the publication of Cooperation (OIC) has the mosque in Pantin, Russiabelieves thatonlyadiplomaticsolutionis

Health Organization
(WHO) so that it can

of Muslims and advocates
offreedom and justicein
the world, the statement

blasphemous cartoons of
Prophet Muhammad and
stressed thathis country

censured attempts by
French politicians to link
Muslims and Islam with

which has some 1,500
worshipers,would be shut
forsixmonths.

possible to the Karabakh crisisand calls on all the
external players to abstain from promoting the
military scenario, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov

lckesmfyhlets ﬁ?odlllrtlgfi. e said."Itisnotasecretthat we donotsupportthe
potential breakthrough T B o d o infections, while Pence forged ahead with  for multiple trips to Michigan, Pennsylvania posslibilityandthe admissibility ofa militagsolution
in COVID-19 ramp, niaenin campaigningon Sunday despite closeaides  and Wisconsin this week, as well as visits to X)thlks) problem. Aslwe see b;)tht}(lieArlginlar}lland the
therapy, Maduro Final Full Week of  testingpositive Reutersreported. Nebraska, Arizonaand Nevada. zerbayjanipeopieasouririendsandpbrothers, we

said Venezuela looks
forward “to offering
this treatment to the
world,” congratulating

Biden

Campaigning As
Virus Looms Large

accused the

president of
surrendering to the pandemic that has
killed about 225,000 people in the United
States.With eight days to go before Election

Biden was expected to remain in his
home state of Delaware on Monday.
Heisscheduled to travel to Georgia on
Tuesday, with stopsin Atlantaand Warm

justcannotshare suchaspirations,” Lavrovsaid in
aninterviewwith the Athens News Agency, Sputnik
reported.The presidentsof Russia, the United States
and France —the co-chairs of the Organization for
Securityand Co-operationin Europe's Minsk Group

the IVIC on “this US President Donald Trump and Day, morethan59.1millionAmericans Springs, a town of about 400 people ) . ; O
great  contribution Democratic challenger Joe Biden on havealreadyvotedinpersonorbymail,a where Democratic President FranklinD. —havespokeninfavorofan"exclusively political
to humanity” Mass Monday are down to the final full week of ~ pace of early voting that couldleadtothe  Roosevelt,whotookoffice duringthe Great crisis settlement, the ministerrecalled.

production of the campaigningbefore the Nov.3 election,as  highestturnoutrateinmorethanacentury, Depressionandrolled outhis New Deal Weare calling onall the foreign players to do

drugwill be facilitated
through “international

rising coronavirus casesand a COVID-19
outbreak within Vice President Mike

accordingto data from the US Elections
Projectatthe University of Florida.

recovery program,diedin 1945.
Thatpushinthe Southernstate, which went

everythingpossible to prevent further promotion
ofthemilitary scenario, to dampen emotions ofthe
sidesand toactivate effort to create conditions for

alliances,” he said, Pence’s staffkeep the focusoftheraceon On Monday, Trump will head to forTrumpin2016byabout5percentage i .
withoutelaborating, the pandemic. Pennsylvania, a critical swing state being  points and has notbacked a Democratic relaunchingthepeaceprocess," Lavrovconcluded.
The newly-developed Trump claimed progress in combating heavily courted with frequentvisitsby presidential candidate since 1992, shows TheUiStateD.epzilrtmentafrim(?uncedonSunda};)thljl'lc
drugis completely safe, the disease even as the United States both candidates, and speakatralliesin  Biden'sefforttoexpandhisparty’sreachas anew humanitarian ceasefireinNagorno-Karaba

the institute claimed,
insisting it “does not
affecthealthymolecules
inthebody”anddoesnot
resultinanyside effects.
The studies were
conducted on virus

. ] [
cells isolated from chancetoreconsideranti- @7t . | .
Venezuelan coronavirus ave animpacton the strategic calculations of the Islamic
patients Gabriela Iran moves Republic of Iran, he said, “The Americans must finally
Jiménez, the minister of MP Abolfazl Amoueinoted thatthe Americans mustseize abando.n their polic.yofrr}aximun.] pressureon Iran, andthe
scienceand technology, the opportunity of the Nov. 3 presidential electionto UPcomingUSpresidential electionisagood opportunity
said. reconsider their hostile maximum pressure on Iran. forthemtoreconsidertheirhostile foreign policies toward

The molecule is an
ursolicacid derivative,
which “has shown 100
percent inhibition of
virus replication in
vitro (outside ofaliving
organism),” she said,
as cited by EFE News
Agency.

set records in recent days for daily

Allentown, Lititzand Martinsburg. Heis set

pollsshowacompetitiveracein the state.

was goingto enterinto forceat8:00a.m.localtime
(04:00GMT) on26October.

US election, Americans'

"Democrat candidate Joe Biden stressed in his latest
interview that he also seeks to put pressure on Iran”,
Spokesman of Iran's Parliament National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission said and added, “Therefore,
Iran's policies shouldnotbe based on USdevelopmentsin

theupcoming US presidential election.”

Abolfazl Amoueialso explained that Biden and hisadvisers
such as Anthony Blinken and Jake Sullivan share a similar
policy and position with Trump againstthe Iranian nation

Iran.”

interms of hostility and economic pressures.

Stating thatnone of these ways (maximum pressure) can

Abolfazl Amouei, Spokesman of Iran's Parliament National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission

Elsewherein hisremarks, he spoke aboutIran’s strategies
todeal with the US sabotages and sanctions.

According to Amouei, relying on domestic capacity and

increasinginteraction with neighborsaswell as other west
Asian countriesareamongIran’s strategies to prevent the
impactofUS sanctions on the country's economy.

example of

relying on domestic capacity was, for
example, the Persian Gulf Star refinery that the
operation of which cutIran'sneed toimport gasoline
despite US claimsin 2010 to impose sanction on this
sector.
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Macron’s Anti-Islam Comments Sign of His Political

Crudeness: Iran’s Shamkhani

Secretary ofIran’s Supreme National Security Council Ali Shamkhanilambasted
French President Emmanuel Macron for attacking[slam, saying thathis disrespect
forthe divinereligionisanindication of “his crudeness in politics”.“Macron's
irrational behaviorin public#Antilslamism shows his crudenessin politics, otherwise

he would nothave dared to embrace Islam in his quest for leadership in #Europe. I
suggestthatheread more history and notrejoice inthe supportofadeclining America & #Zionism,”

20000 Rials

Shamkhanitweeted on Monday.Earlier this month, Macron pledged to fight whathe described as “Islamist

separatism”, which he said was threatening to take control in some Muslim communities around France.
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Islamic Awakening NEWS
Assembly Blasts Insultto L
Prophet Muhammad Coronaisworsein
Iranasithascruel
Beijing to Impose collaborator“US
Sanctionson US regime”
Companiesover Arms Iran’s Foreign
SalestoTaiwan Ministry — in = a
message pointed to
. destructive effect of
Iranian, FAQ Experts US’ sanctions against
. th i
Agricultural Water © coronavirus
. pandemic.
Consumption @) Corona’s proven

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

deadly, vicious and
brutal everywhere,
but it's worse in

04:55:46 Iran asithasa cruel

X collaborator: Us
Noon call to prayer : regime. US has
11:47:09 elevated max pressure

Evening call to prayer:

17:35:05

WEATHER

to Health Terrorism
and targeted Iranian
people withinhuman
sanctions while
they're fighting the
pandemic. We'll
overcome but NEVER
forget,” Iran’s Foreign
Ministry wrote on
its official Twitter
account.

HealsodescribedIslamasareligion “in crisis” worldwide and said the government would presentabillin
Decembertostrengthena 1905 law that officially separated church and state in France.

Launching trade centers in countries
best way to boost exports

White House Chiefof Staff: "We Are Not GGoing
to Control Pandemic'

White House chief of staff Mark Meadows said Sunday that

the USis "notgoingto control" the coronavirus pandemic,as

casessurgeacrossthe countryand nearly 225,000 Americans

have died from the virus.

"We are notgoing to control the pandemic. We
are goingto control the factthat we getvaccines,
therapeuticsand othermitigationareas," Meadows
told CNN's]ake Tapperon "State ofthe Union."

The commentsfrom US President Donald Trump's
chief of staff come as coronavirus cases surge
acrossthe USand theadministration continuesto
consistently disregard advice from government
health expertstowear masks, social distanceand
avoidlargegatheringsasawaytocurbthespread of
thevirus. The White Houseisalsofacinga potential
second outbreak of the virus after atleastfive
peopleinPence'sinner circle have tested positive
inrecentdays,accordingtoasource familiarwith
thesituation.

Pressed by Tapper on why the USisn'tgoing to
getthe pandemicunder control, Meadows said:
"Becauseitisacontagiousvirusjustliketheflu." He
addedthatthe Trump administrationis "making
effortstocontainit.”

"Whatweneedtodoismake surethatwe havethe
proper mitigation factors, whetherit's therapies
orvaccinesortreatmentstomakesurethatpeople
don'tdiefromthis," Meadowssaid.

The USreported its second-highestday of new
cases on Saturday, withnearly 84,000 Americans
contracting the deadly virus. As of Sunday, there
wereatleast8,575,000 total cases of coronavirus
inthe US,and atleast 224,800 Americans have
died fromthe virus,accordingtoJohns Hopkins
University.Butas concerns grow thatmore people
surroundingthevice presidentcouldtestpositivein
thecomingdays, Pence, whoisthehead ofthe White
House's coronavirustaskforce,doesnot currently
plantoself-quarantine,indefiance of US Centersfor
Disease Controland Preventionguidelines,and will
continue campaigningastheelectionnears.
Vicepresidential chiefofstaffMarcShort, closeaide
ZachBauerand outsideadviser Marty Obstwere

amongthosewithinthevice president's orbitwho
havetested positive, sourcestold CNN.

On Sunday evening, Shorttold CNN thatheis
experiencingmild symptomsafter testingpositive.
"lamdoing OK.Hard to knowifthe symptomsare
COVIDrelated or fouryears of workingatthe White
House.Symptomsaremild,"he said.

Bauer -- one of the staffers who tested positive,
accordingto two sources familiar with the matter
--servesas Pence's "bodyman," meaninghisjobis
toaccompany Pence throughoutthe dayand night
helpinghimwithawiderange of duties, puttinghim
in close proximity to the vice president. Asource
familiar with the matter told CNN that Bauer has
notbeeninthe office since Tuesday, whenhe went
hometoquarantineafter cominginto contactwith
Obst. Bauertested positive Saturday.
Thevicepresidentand secondlady Karen Pence
eachtested negative for coronavirus on Sunday,a
White House official said.
"Ispoketothevicepresidentlastnightatmidnight
andIcantellyouthatwhatheisdoingiswearinga
mask, socially distancingand when he goesup to
speakhewill take the mask offand putitbackon,"
Meadowssaid. "Heiswearingamaskasitrelates
tothisparticularthingbecause the doctors have
advisedhimtodothat."

Meadowsalsorefused todisclose the extentofthe
COVID-19 outbreakin Pence's orbit, saying the
administration doesn'tshare personalinformation
and thatsuchdisclosuresare onlyappropriate in
the case ofthe President, vice presidentor those
intheirinner circle."Anytime there's someone in
harm's way, we have an obligation toletpeople
know for contract-tracing," he said.Meadows
argued thatPence would continue with travel plans
becauseheis "essential personnel.”
"I'mnotsayingheisnotcampaigning, I'm saying
thatisonlypartofwhatheis doingand aswelook
atthat, 'essential personnel, whetherit'sthe vice
presidentofthe United States oranyoneelse, has
to continue on," he said.Pence, whoisknown to
rarelywearamaskwhile flying on Air Force Two,
traveled on Saturdayto Floridaforcampaignrallies
in Lakeland and Tallahassee. The vice president
walked across the tarmac from Marine Twoina
maskandboarded Air Force Two aboutanhour
behind schedule.

Oxford COVID Vaccine Trials Offer Hope for

Elderly

Avaccine considered a frontrunnerin the race to protect the

global population from COVID19- has produced arobustimmune

responsein elderly people, the group athighestrisk from the

disease,accordingto two people familiar with the finding.

The discovery that the vaccine being
developed by the University of Oxford, in
collaboration with AstraZeneca, triggers
protectiveantibodiesand T-cellsinolderage
groups hasencouragedresearchersasthey
seekevidencethatitwill sparethoseinlater
life from seriousillness or death from the
virus, The Financial Timesreported.
Agehasemergedasthe principalrisk factor
forasevereboutof COVID-19. However,
the immune system weakens with age,
raising concerns thatthe very group which
mostneedsthe protection ofavaccine may
generate theleasteffective responsetoone.
People aware of the results from so-called
immunogenicity blood tests carriedoutona
subsetofolder participants say the findings
echodatareleased in July which showed
the vaccine generated “robustimmune
responses”inagroup ofhealthyadultsaged
between 18and 55.

Theearlier findings showed thatthe vaccine
induced two forms of human immune
response —generatingbothantibodiesand
T-cells—foratleast56 days,accordingtoan
analysis published in The Lancet.

Positive immunogenicity tests do not
guarantee thatthe vaccine will ultimately
provesafe and effectiveinolder people. That
willnotbe known until full trial data for this
agegroup hasbeenanalyzed.

However, researchers have been
encouraged by the latest development,
details ofwhich are shortly to be published
inaclinicaljournal. The University of Oxford
declined to comment.

Jonathan Ball, professor of virology at the
University of Nottingham, said: “If what
they’ve gotis data thatshow the vaccine
generates good immunity, as measured in
thelab,inthe age group over 55, and that

alsoincludes good responsesin people
whoareevenolderthanthat,Ithinkthat'sa
promisingsign.”

He cautioned, however, that while good
immunogenicity datawould be encouraging
“ultimately, it'swhetherthe vaccine protects
againstseriousdiseasethat’s crucialand we
will only know thatfrom phase 3 trials”.
One person familiar with thinking in
Whitehall suggested there was optimism
thatvaccination of priority groupssuchas
NHS staffonthe frontline of the fightagainst
COVID-19 mightbeabletogetunder wayas
earlyas]January.

However, one official played down that
speedy timetable, suggesting there were
still considerable uncertainties, including
the timing and the robustness of results
from phase 3 trials and whetherapproval
could be secured from the UK regulator,
the Medicines and Healthcare products
Regulatory Agency.

LastThursday Patrick Vallance, government
chiefscientificadviser, told a Downing
Streetnews conference that, while vaccine
development was progressing well, “I
remain ofthe view that the possibility of
wider spread use ofavaccineisn’tgoingto
beuntil springof nextyear”.

The outcome of the trialsisbeing closely
watchedaround the world.

The US arm of the Oxford/AstraZeneca
study was given the go-ahead toresume on
Friday, havingbeen halted since September
6afteraparticipantdeveloped neurological
symptoms.
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