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Newdecisionsmadeabout
forexsupply,exports &
imports

Parliament Speaker announced that the body has
made new decisions aboutthe swap ofgoods, supply
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of foreign exchange aswell asimprovingimports and
exportprocedures."Inthis closed session on Wednesday,
attended by the Industry Minister Razm Hosseini,
economicsubjectsincludingthe priorities of the ministry,
settingthegoods'prices, supplyand distribution ofgoods,
andissuesrelated to steel companies were discussed,"
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafsaid."Some new decisions
aboutthe swap ofgoods, reforming exportand import
processesand supply offoreign exchange currencieswere
made duringthe session,"headded.Hehoped thatthese
decisionswill have the necessaryimpactonstabilizing
the domesticstockmarketandreducingthe forexrates.
Afteralongperiod of climbing, the foreign exchange
ratesand gold prices declined on Tuesday, following
renewed interventionbythe Central Bank of Iran. Earlier
inthe week, the CBIsaid it was pumping $50 million in
the chaoticmarketeverydayto curb prices. The CBl has
reportedlyinjected $385 millionin the regulated forex
marketinthe pastfive days. Asthe domesticgold market
isheavilyinfluenced by forexrates, the preciousmetalalso
experiencedasteep decline on Tuesday.

Iranexportsover $30billion
worthofgoodsin 6 months

Over30billiondollarsworth ofgoods, includinggasoline
and methanol as major exportitems, were exported
fromIran over the firstsixmonths of the current Iranian
year (March 20,2020-September 21,2020).Director
General of Provincial Affairs of the Ministry of Industry,
Mines, and Trade Iraj Hassanpour made the remarks
duringtheinduction ceremony held forintroducing
caretakers of Northern Khorasan Industry, Mines, and
Trade Departmenton Tuesday.Over 74 percent of the
items were exported to China, UAE, Iraq, Turkey, and
Afghanistan, he said, noting thatthe number of exports
fromthe countryreached 36billiondollarsby October 13,
2020.Referringtosomeoftheadverseimpactsofsanctions
and economicproblems, hesaid, "The enemyistryingto
closeallthe economicbreathingholes ofthe country with
sanctions."Hassanpour hailed surgein producingsanitary
itemsinlran,saying,"Withthe outbreakofcoronavirus,we
facedashortage ofhygienicitems,butnowthe production
offace masks hasincreased from 200,000 aday to 14
million."

Vaezi: Germanyis Iran's
traditional trade partner

HeadofIran's Presidential Office Mahmoud Vaezireferred
tovarious grounds of cooperation between Tehranand
Berlinand termed Germany as one of [ran's traditional
trade partners.Speakinginameetingwith the German
Ambassadorto Tehran Hans-Udo Muzel, Vaezisaid Tehran
welcomes developingjoint cooperation with Berlin.
Referringto the USwithdrawal from Iran nuclear deal
knownastheJointComprehensive Planof Action (JCPOA),
hesaid Iranwill stay committed tothe dealif other parties
comply withthe]CPOA commitments.Healsoreferred
to Germany's participationinnuclear talks, saying US'
destructive measures and sabotage made preserving
theJCPOA difficult though the remaining parties saved
thisinternational agreement.Iranisreadytorestoretoits
commitmentsunder the JCPOAifother parties comply,
henoted.Healsoreferredtovarious crisesinthe Middle
Eastand emphasized theimportance ofholdingtalks for
resolvingdisputes.Meanwhile, Hans-Udo Muzel stressed
theimportance ofholdingnegotiationsbetween cultures
and countries.Healso highlighted Iran significantrole
intheregion.He described talks as solution to regional
problems.

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Iran seek to importrice from Thailand
and South America

Head oftheIranianRice Importers Association

Mr.MasihKeshavarzsaysIran'sriceimportshave

declined by 50 percentasthe country mayadd
Thailandand South Americatothelistofcountries
exportingricetothecountry.

. g Keshavarzsaid that
&"JM’! the quality of Indian
ISH“'IAN ar:1d Pakis‘Faniriccle is

high and if therice
N E w s is to be imported
NEWS based onthe NIMA

_m forexrate, their price

will be multiplied, adding
that the country should
thinkaboutnew markets for
imports forimporting the
ricewithlower price.

He then talked about the
latest condition of rice
imports in the country,
saying that unfortunately
before the government
banned rice imports, the
imports had almostbeen
halted and accordingto the
statistics, Iran’sriceimports
havedeclined by 50 percent
compared to the preceding
year.He added that some
550,000 tons ofrice have
been imported into the
country in the first half of
theyear.

Keshavarzadded thatthe
ministry ofindustry, mine,
and trade had setatarget
for the current year and

according to the target, it
had been decided some
200,000 tons ofrice to be
imported per monthandits
totalin five months should
have been one million tons
but currently the country
has fallen behind by 50
percentregarding the set
target.

He then noted that this
decline would lead to the
riseinthe price ofthericein
the marketand would harm
thehouseholds.

He reiterated that
devaluation of the national
currency against foreign
currencies has a direct

impactonthe price of the
rice,and since the price of
dollarhasincreasedinthe
NIMA system, the final cost
ofimportedriceis around
25,000 tomans perkilo.
Keshavarz went on to say
thatall statisticsand figures
show that the country is
50 percent behind the
schedule and the country
hasimportedsome 550,000
tons ofricein the first half
oftheyearwhileitsneedis
1.5mtons.

He then pointed to the
probleminthe payment for
importsofrice, adding for
thisreason some countries

donotsellustheirproducts.
Hewentonto say thatifthe
domesticrice production
canretainits share of the
marketand its price does
not rise, the country can
putbehind this tough time.
He reiterated that if rice
priceincreaseslike other
commodities and puts the
publicunder pressure, the
association will be forced
tohave aneyeonimports
and the governmentshould
cooperate with the private
sector in order to import
rice with cheap price from
countrieslike Thailand and
South Americanstates.

Iran expresses readiness to
accept Pakistaniinvestment

in Chabahar

I[slamic Republic of [ran hasannounced its
readiness to accept the investment from
Pakistani businessmen and companiesin
Chabahar Special EconomicZone, Mirjavehand
thenewRimdanborder crossing.

Mandana Zanganeh, the deputy governor
of the southeastern province of Sistan and
Baluchestan foreconomicaffairssaid thiswhile
headingan Iranian delegation ata two-day
meetingofthe Pakistan-Iranjoint Border Trade
Committeein Quettaon Wednesday.
"Chabahar, Mirjaveh and Rimdan of [ran are
opento Pakistaniinvestors," she said.

She also emphasized onlaunching of new
border crossings between Iran and Pakistan,
especially "Rimdan-Gabd" gate next month.

The official added there are suitable and
productive capacities between the two
countries, especially Sistan and Baluchestan
province and Baluchestan province and we
mustseize these opportunities, especially in
theareasoftransport, tradeand tourism.

Thehead ofthe Iranian delegation proposed
toincrease the customsworkinghoursatthe
Mirjaveh-Taftanborder checkpointto 12 hours
perday from November 1,2020 and increase
itto 24 hoursinthe nextthree months, which
waswelcomed by the Pakistaniside.Zanganeh
said thattheholdingofanewround of meetings
oftheJoint Border Trade Committee shows
theinterestofthe Islamic Republic ofIranand
Pakistanindeepeningrelationsbetweenthem.
The two countries are connected by
neighboringborder provinces,and naming
Iran-Pakistanborderastheborder of peace
and friendship is an exceptional opportunity

to strengthen cooperation, especially in
establishing security onthebordersofthetwo
neighboring countries.

Sheexpressed the hope thatby taking effective
and constructive decisions in this meeting,
the pathofeconomicprosperityintheregion,
improving thelives of the border residents
of the two countries, creating sustainable
employment and strengthening border
securitywillbe paved.

**[ran'sreadinessto cooperate with Pakistan
inlaunching cross-border markets

The Deputy Governor of Sistan and
Baluchestan of Iran,announcingher country's
readiness to participate in the establishment
ofborder marketsin Pakistan, where Prime
Minister Imran Khan has issued special
instructionsinrecentmonths, said: "Iran can
shareitsexperienceinbuildingand operating
newbordermarkets."
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Home Appliance
Exports Exceed
$130 Millionin
Five Months

Iran exported 99,000 tons
ofhome appliances worth
$139 million during the five
monthsto Aug.21.According
Mohsen Montazeri,
an official
Promotion Organization of
Iran, refrigerators, freezers,
evaporative
washing machines, water
heaters, stove, television sets,
blenders, electric fans for
oven, furniture and dishware

with Trade

coolers,

were Iran’s main exported
products.Iraq, Afghanistan,
Oman, Turkey, Azerbaijan
and Italy were among the
main destinations, ILNA
reported. “A total of $243
million worth of household
goods, mostly intermediate
goods, were also imported
duringthe period,” Montazeri
said. Accordingto Hamidreza
Ghaznavi, the spokesman
of
Manufacturers Union, until
thelastIranian year, which
ended on March 19,2020,
importsaccounted for 60%
ofthe household appliance

Home Appliances

market.
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Iran’sexportgoing
on stably despite

toughsanctions
Executive of Tehran
Province Industrial
Townships said that
export of country’s
products  remains
stable despiteall tough
and illegal sanctions
imposed against the
IslamicRepublicoflran.
Speaking on the
occasion of National
Day of Exportto Honor
Exemplary Exporters
of Smalland Medium-
Sized  Enterprises
(SMEs) in Tehran
province on Tuesday,
SaberParniansaid that
exports of small-scale
economic enterprises
registeredan 18 percent
growthinthefirsthalfof
the currentyear (from
March 21 to Sept. 22)
ascompared tothelast
year’s corresponding
period.

He further reiterated
that country’s export
is going on stably in
spite oftough sanctions
imposed against the
country.

While emphasizing
on paving suitable
way for exports and
export activities,
Parnian added, “With
the activation of
economic diplomacy
and provision of
necessary platforms
for coordination
of industrial and
productionunits,export
of the country will be
accelerated.”Elsewhere
in his remarks, he
pointed tothe economic
diplomacyinthe field
ofexportsandadded,
“Economicdiplomacy
ofthecountryinthefield
of export is required
to be improved and
strengthened.  For
this purpose, expert
economic counselors
and envoys of the
countryshouldbeactive
consecutively in 15
neighboring countries
as well as European
statesinorderto spur
export.”

Industrial and
productionunitsbased
in Tehran province
enjoy high potentials
and capabilities, hesaid,
adding, “Benefited from
competent and able
industrial units, exports
can be increased by
10fold within the next
years,because, product
which is produced in
the country is able to
compete with similar
foreign products in
terms of quality and
price.”
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Washington
isisolated
diplomatically
oversanctions;
Expert

"The latest US
sanctions, on 18
Iranian banks, also
try toreinforce the
deterrent for any
foreign company
to have financial
dealings with
Iran,” a Political
science professor
atthe Department
of Political Science
and International
Studies told ILNA.
William Lucas
who is Professor
of International
Politics said in an
exclusive interview
that Washington
is isolated
diplomatically
over sanctions.
In August and
September, 13 of
15 UN Security
Council members
rejected both the
US attempt to
extend the arms
embargo on Iran
andtheinvocation
of "snapback
sanctions" overthe
2015nucleardeal.
He added that
however, American
financial power
means that Iran
isinaneconomic
bind unless Tehran
can activate
alternative
financial
arrangements.
Until thisis done,
Iran will find it
difficultto obtain
assetsthatareheld
incountriessuchas
South Korea.
“Iran will have to
shift its political

position. For
example, it will
need to enter

negotiations
over its missile
development
program and
discussions over
its positionin the

Middle East.”
The British
professor  said

“Factions in Iran
are unlikely to
accept. But it
is unlikely that
they can avoid an
economic crisis
by falling back on
China --- whichis
cautious and has
sharply reduced
trade with Iran
--- or on Russia,
which has its
own economic
problems."

=

Iran launches large-scale
militarydrills

TheIranian army's air defense kicked offits annual drills
dubbed 'Modafean Aseman Velayat' (The Defenders of
Velayat Skies) on Wednesday morning.

Accordingto the spokesman ofthe drills, Second Brigadier
General Abbas Farajpour, this year, the maneuvers focus
on protecting the country's strategic sites with the help of
homegrown missile, radar and reconnaissance systemsas
well asthe electronicwar, communication and monitoring
equipment.

"The first stage of the drill involves the expansion and

Rouhani: Iran acted in a calculated manner

deployment of defense systems, including missile and
radar systems with a focus on the mobility and rapid
response ofthe operational forces.”

Italso coversthe principles of passive defense to deceive
the enemy and in the next step to establish secure and
multi-layered communication between defense systems
through an integrated air defense network to make
decisionsappropriate to the threat,headded.

The general noted thatIranian domestically manufactured
air defense equipmentwill be employed during the drills.
With over four decades ofarms embargo imposed against
the country by the west, [Iran has had no way but to stand
onitsown feetto build up its military arsenal. Today, Iran

inreducing its nuclear commitments

PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid Iran’sreduction ofits

commitmentsunderthenuclear deal was calculated

soithadsuchbrightoutcomesthatnoone could make

any objections.

Speaking during the
Wednesday morning
cabinet session, the
President referred

N E w s to some measures

NEWS Irantookinresponse
_EEZZM  to US unilateral exit
from Iran deal and
imposition of sanction

against Tehran.
The UStried touse Iran’s
reduction of its nuclear
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ISFAHAN

says over 80 percent of its
defense equipment are
indigenous.

Iran's army says
with its domestic air
defense equipment,
Iran's skies are safer
than ever. However,
army commanders here
say Iran will neverinitiate a
war againstany country and its
military mightserves only defensive
purposes.

NEWS

Irannottojoin West Asiaarms
race: Missionin EU

Iranian Diplomatic Mission in the European
Unioninamessagereferred tothearmsraceinthe
West Asiawhichitsaidis destroyingtheregionby
Americanweaponsand stressed thatIrandoesnot
intendtojointhearmsrace."IrandoesNOT intend
tojointhearmsracein West Asiawhichhasstashed
theregion with American ‘beautiful weapons’,
Iranian mission wrote in its Twitter account
on Wednesday."Itis abitterirony though thata
countrythatspendsbillions ofdollars on weapons
trampsaround and sheds crocodile tears over the
terminationof UNarmsrestrictionon 18 October;"
themessageread."In fact, Saudi Arabiaisamong
the 5largestmilitary spendersin the world and
hasitshandssoakedininnocentYemeniblood.The
enormous Saudimilitary expenditurein WestAsia

commitmentasan excuse
toextenda2007 UN arms
embargo on Iranand even
re-imposition of all the
old UN Security Council
sanctions on the country,
butitfailed todoso.

President Rouhani said
that the expiry of Iran

significance

arms embargois of special

becauseitallowsIrantosell
and buy arms but mainly pass a draft resolution the US
becauseitwasthevictoryof against Iran at the UN
thelogicoflawand wisdom
over force and bullying.

“It doesn’t matter how theUSgotisolatedinthe
much arms we buy or sell.

It'simportanttoreachour supportedit.
not just right”

Referring to US failure to
Security
August, Rouhani said that

Security Councilandnoone United States.

Not only did they not
supportbuttheyignored
request,
president said, adding
Council in thatsuch a defeatatthe
UN Security Council was
unprecedented for the

hasturnedtheregionintoanarsenal ready to blow
up,"itadded.Earlier on Tuesday, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifstressed thatIran doesnot
intend to engageinanarmsraceintheregionand
tostartabuyingspreeinspite ofthe end of Security
Council restrictions.“We can choose to remain
prisonersofthe pastand perpetuate instability
andtension,"hesaid."Or,all ofuscan choose peace,
security, stabilityand prosperity forall.

Iran seeking to release

the

Iranofficial urges
OI1Ctofollow
Ulema's views
normalization of
ties with Israel

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation
should follow the fatwa by the Islamic
scholars on the rejection of any
normalizing of relations with the
Zionistregime, said the head of Iran’s
Islamic Culture and Communication
Organization Abuzar Ebrahimi-
Torkman.

Today’s Islamic World is facing
challenged like ignorance, disunion,
violence, extremism, occupation,
murder, crimes, and annoying the
innocentand the suppressedinthename
ofreligion whilereligion is faraway from
such things, said Ebrahimi-Torkman
in the consultative meeting of the OIC

in Turkey, stressing silence before the
Arrogance is betrayal to the Islamic
World.Ebrahimi-Torkman said that
suchmovesare doneby terroristgroups
thatare being supported by the World
Arrogance ofthe USand Zionistsin order
totarnish the face ofIslamand to deviate
Islamicprinciples.

He added thatthe World Arrogance is
pursuingIslamophobiaand Iranophobia
and international organization’s
silenceinthisregard will help arrogant
countries continue their oppression.
Countering such challenges needs
cooperation between the member
states of the IOC, he said, adding that
audio, visual, and print media, as well
asacademicand religious institutes, of
the Islamiccountriesneed to shoulder
theresponsibility and the role of the
religious scholar’s will be more effective
than others.

Calling Palestine “the jointissue of the
Islamic World”, he said silence of the
international organization againstthe

oppression ofthe Arrogance is betrayal
tothe cause of Palestine.
Ebrahimi-Torkman wenton to say that
the road map depicted by Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneishould
be used to solve the issue: one, the
Palestinian refugees need to return
to their motherland; two, holding
an election with participation of the
original people of Palestine, including
Muslims, Christians and Jews; three,
establishment of political system
elected by the majority; four, the new
government’s decidingaboutthe other
residents of Palestine that are not
considered the original people.
Referringto President Hassan Rouhani’s
proposalaboutaworld free of violence
and extremism, he hoped thattheidea
will materialize with all countries
contribution.

He expressed Iran’sreadiness to help
themembers ofthel0Cto createabright
future for the Islamic community.

nationals held by Mozambique
Pirates

President's Chiefof Staffsaid Iranis doingitsbestto
release some ofits nationals held by Mozambique
Pirates.Makingtheremarksonthesidelinesofthe
Cabinetmeeting on Wednesday, Mahmoud Vaezi
said "Measuresare underway tomake Mozambique
Piratesrelease some ofthe Iranian Baluchs.""These
are pirates, notagovernment, and pirates must
be dealtwithin certain ways," he said.Vaezi said
thattherelated news willbe announced in case
the efforts bear fruit.The official did not provide
anyinformationabouttheidentity of the Iranian
nationals, etc.Mozambique'slong coastlines and
vastterritorial watershavebeen affected by piracy,
illegal fishing, and smuggling foralmosta century
and ahalf.Mozambique has been keen to train
the humanresourcesrequired for carrying out
surveillance and law enforcementbut every few
months,someoneraises thealarmofpiracyinthe
region, usually due to famine and deteriorating
economic conditions in East Africa or stricter
policinginthe Gulfof Adenand the Horn of Africa
which forcesthe piratesto try theirluckdownthe

coastinthe Mozambique Channel.

PM: Armeniawelcomes
Iran’s constructive policieson
Yerevan-Bakuclash

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan welcomed Iran's
constructiveattitudes towards the ongoing clashbetween Armenia
and Azerbaijanand described Iran asanimportant country witha
fundamentalregionalrole thatcan playamajorrolein puttinganend
tothemilitaryoperations.

The Armenian Prime Minister made the remarks inan exclusive
interviewwiththe Tehran-based newspaper, Iran,on Wednesday.
Foreign countriesareattemptingtointerfereintheregion through
variousmethods, but Armeniaistryingto guarditsfriend Iran from
anyharms, said Pashinyanintheinterview.

Onaphone call on September 30, President Hassan Rouhaniand
Prime Minister Pashinyan expressed worry over foreignattemptsto
interfereintheissue.

PresidentHassan Rouhanivoiced Iran'sreadiness toresolve the
ongoingdisputebetween Armeniaand Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-
Karabakhregion.

ExpressingregretovermortarshittingIraniansoil, Pashinyantold the
Iranian Newspaper thathis countrywillnotspare any effortstokeep
[ranaway from the harms ofthe clash.

Healsowelcomed Iran’s constructive stepswhich could helprestore
peaceand calmintheregion.

Regardingforeigninterference, hesaid theterroristmercenarieswho
havebeentransferred to Azerbaijan by Turkey exposeadire danger
totheregion, stressingthatregional countries should deal with this
issueinamoreseriousmanner.
Answeringaquestionaboutwhetherthe clashes may changeinto
anall-outwarand whether the world powers may interferein the
region, Pashinyan said Azerbaijanis frequently usingIsraelidrones,
which shows thatforeign powersareinterferingin the region with
variousmethods.

Exceptforthe Minsk Group (the US, Russia, and France), no foreign
interferenceiswelcomed, the Armenian Prime Ministerreiterated.
However, he noted, the group has failed to play a role in the
developmentsso, in spite of their statements, they have so farnot
succeededinaffectingdevelopments.

Answeringa question aboutthe obstacles to a ceasefire and the
reasonsforthe continuation ofclashesevenafterthe Moscowmeeting
onSaturday, hesaid Turkeyis clearly trying toimpede the ceasefire
becausetheyhave certaingoals.

Hestressed thattheissueisthat Turkeyisafterreviving the empire
through makingits presence in east, north, south, and southeast
of Nagorno-Karabakh, which will directly affectall the regional
countries.

Regional counties need to consider the factand take appropriate
stances,henoted.

Earlier, Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif stressed
Tehran'sreadiness to help achieve sustainable peaceand solution
tothe Nagorno-Karabakhregion dispute within the frameworkofa

regional

initiative by Iran, Turkey and
Russia,and the Minsk Group.

Zarifsaid Iranis prepared to help achieve sustainable peace and
solutiontothe dispute withinthe frameworkoftheregionalinitiative
by Iran, Turkey,and Russia,as wellasMinsk Group.
Iranhasrepeatedlyaskedforasettlementofthe conflictandurgedthe
cessationofhostilitiesin Nagorno-Karabakh.
The dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh started in 1988 and led to
military conflictin 1992.
Lastweek, the Armenianand Azeriforeignministersthrough Russia's
mediationagreed toaceasefirebuttheimmediate violation of the
ceasefiresuggested thetruce agreementwasfragile.
Armeniaand Azerbaijan resumed clashes ontheborderbetween
thetwo countriesin early October, each blaming the other for the
violence.




Ayatollah Khamenei:

Muslims not to accept disdain of compromising
with Zionists

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneisaid that
Muslim nations will notacceptthe humiliation of compromising with the
Zionistregimeinany way.

"Muslim nations willneveracceptthe humiliation of compromisingwith the Zionist

regime," said Ayatollah Khameneiaccordingto the English Twitteraccountofthe Leader.
"Ifthe US thinks they can solve the region’s problem in this way, they are wrong."

"The status ofany regime thatnegotiates with the usurping Zionistregime willbe shaken before
itsnation."
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Also a member of
Parliament Environment
Faction, he said that the
Factionhasbeen pursuing
abanontrawlingforalong
time and a question from
the Minister of Agriculture
was prepared by agroup of
membersofthe Parliament.
Aquaticanimals are food
reserves and play an
importantroleinthemarine
ecosystem and should
be preserved for future
generations but trawling
destroysaquaticecosystem
considerably;headded.

Newdecisions made about forex
supply, exports & imports o

Threeislands are Iranian, will remain so: UN

envoy

Iran turns 'arm embargo' to 'self-reliant Defense

Power':MP

sanctions, he said, “However, today, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has achieved
unparalleled capabilitiesin variousfields,

HailingIran's military achievements after the Islamic Revolution,

Rejecting interventionist remarks, Iran’s Permanent

e e D L T e e s el s MP Vahid Jalal Zadeh noted that Iran has managed to turnarm

embargoesinto opportunities.

participation in promoting regional peace and security, as

well asits ownership of the threeislands.

Hemadetheremarksatavirtual meeting
ofthe United Nations Security Councilon
Tuesday after some baselessallegations
madeagainstlran.

"Threeislands (Abu Musa, Greater and
Lesser Tunbsislands) have alwaysbeen
partoflranand will remain so," Majid
Takht-Ravanchisaid.

"Iran has played anincontestablerole in
ensuring energy security, commercial
navigation and stability in the Persian Gulf
region," headded.

Emphasizing Iran's contribution in
promotion of peace and security in
this sensitive region, he said, "Iran’s
defensiverequirementsincludingits
missile program stem from geostrategic
calculations and a significanthistorical
experience."

"During Saddam Hussein’s eight-
year aggression against Iran that was
supported through differentmeansby the
USand anumber of PGCC countries, our
citieswere showered by Iraqi missilesand
our people were fallen victim to chemical
and otherlethal weapons provided to
Saddam mainly by the West," Iranian
diplomatnoted.

"Simultaneously, unjust sanctions
and restrictions deprived us of
rudimentary means of self-defense. It
isourresponsibility now to preventthe
recurrence of such appalling situation,"
Takht-Ravanchihighlighted.

He wenton to say, "It should be borne
in mind that security must originate
from within and cannotbe purchased
from outside. Those in ourregion who
spend hundreds of billions of dollars
on sophisticated armaments annually

should realize that huge military
expenditures neither createlegitimacy
norlong-lasting security. They have only
turned ourregionintoapowder kegand
the onlybeneficiaries are the exporters of
these deadlyweapons.”

"Some PGCC forces are using these
sophisticated armaments against
the innocent people of Yemen who
are experiencing the worst man-
made humanitarian catastrophe of
contemporary history; aclear case of war
crime,” [Iranian diplomatadded.
"Thereisalonglistofinternationally
wrongful acts attributable to those who
make baseless allegations againstIran.
Nonetheless, we are not here to delve
into the past. Our first and foremost
priority should be to build mutual trust
andrespectfor sovereignty and territorial
integrity of states and no interference
in theirinternal affairs, and promote
cooperation onan equal footingin order
to create abetter and saferregion,” he
noted.Takht-Ravanchistressed, "Since
theissuerelated to Iranianislands has
been mentioned here,  have to say that
Abu Musa, Greater and Lesser Tunbs
islands have always been part of Iran.
Theseislands are Iranianand will remain
so.""Let me conclude by once again
reiterating our call for a constructive
dialogue with our neighborswith aview
to dispelling misunderstandings and
restoring friendly relations among all
littoral States of the Persian Gulf," he
added.

Speaking in an interview with Mehr
News Agency, amember of Parliament’s
National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission made some remarks in
reaction to Mike Pompeo’s recent claims
thatanyonesale orbuy weapons from/to
Iranwill be sanctioned.

Iran's arms embargo has been lifted
under international law, he said,
and added, "Therefore, the baseless
allegations of the US Secretary of State
resulted from the hegemonic, unilateral
spiritofall US officials will lead nowhere."
Referringto the early years of the victory
ofthe Islamic Revolution and 8 years
ofthe Imposed War during which Iran
didn’teven have the simple technology
of producing barbed wire due to

especially in the military industry and
ballisticmissiles.”

“In fact, we turned arm embargoes
into opportunities throughrelying on
indigenous knowledge and domestic
capabilities” he explained.

Stating that today Iran suppliesalmost
90% ofits military and defense needs
domestically, the Iranian lawmaker said,
“We only need to purchase high-tech
aircraftand helicopters.”

Russiais the country from which Iran
will buy such equipment, he said, added,
"And mostprobably, this country will not
succumb to US threatsand bullying."

"Of course, the Islamic Republic of Iran
has its customers in the region and
abroad who areready to buy military and
defense weapons from our country”, he
JalalZadeh.

JCPOA important
forsecuring
Persian Gulf
region: Guterres

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres called JCPOA as one of
themostimportantinstruments
for securing the Persian Gulf
region.

Speakinginvirtual meetingon
reviewing the situation in the

Persian Gulfregion, Guterres
called the issue of nuclear
nonproliferation critical.

"In relation to regional
stability, the issue of nuclear
nonproliferationis critical. Since
the beginning, I have always
seentheJCPOAasanimportant
instrument against nuclear
proliferation and for regional
security," he said.

"The enormity of the challenges
ahead should notdeterus," he
added, saying, "Letworkto create
aclimate oftrustand improve the
prospects for regional dialogue
and move beyond destructive
rivalries and recognize what
unitesus."

"Lettheinterests ofthe people
oftheregionbeapriority and
concentrate ontheiraspirations

for freedoms, opportunities,
better standards of life and
peace," Guterresnoted, adding,
"These things should compel
us to intensify our collective
efforts."

Guterres made the remarksas
US President Donald Trump
left the JCPOA in a unilateral
move, seeking to build a military
coalition in the Persian Gulfa
year ago, claiming to provide
energy security.

On the other hand, Iran, by
presenting the Hormoz
Peace Initiative, has asked the
countriesintheregionto talkto
each otheraway from foreigners'
interference, however, Russia
and China have also made
proposals for stabilizing the
security of the Persian Gulf.
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