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PMO:

Loading, unloading
goods at ports goingon
‘aninterrupted’

Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) ina
statementon Fri.announced thatloading and
unloading of goods at ports of the country is
underway withoutany interruption.

Turningto the failure of enemies’ effort to disrupt
the process ofloading and unloading goods
in country’s ports, the Organization stated,
“The sworn enemies of the Islamic Iran, which
have failed to achieve their sinister goals of
haltingimportand exportofgoods for years by
imposingunilateral sanctions, have been trying
for some time to carry out cyber-attacks through
psychological mediaoperations.”

Relyingupon the assistance of the Almighty God
and at the unsparing and unflinching efforts
of staffand personnel of Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO), appropriate and deterrent
measures have been taken againstthe sabotage of
foreignersandall the missions ofthe organization
are ongoing without any interruption, the
statementisread.

Also, good technical measures are being taken
by the experienced IT staff of this organization to
strengthen the stability of online services so that
the process ofunloadingandloading and entry
and exitofgoods from the countryisnotdisrupted
evenforamoment.

Iran: Positivity About
Unlocking Forex Overseas

The Central Bank ofIran hopesitwould be able to
easetheunprecedented pressure onthe currency
market after billions in assets are unlocked
overseas.

Speaking on the sidelines ofa Cabinet meeting
on Wednesday, the CBI governor, Abdolnasser
Hemmati, referred to talks for releasing Iranian
assets long locked in other countries, IRNA
reported.

Hemmati was in Baghdad Monday for talks with
Iraqgileaders onunlocking $5 billion in Iran’s
unpaid energy exportbills. The assets have been
blocked due to the USeconomicsanctions.

“Itthe visitwas successful and we are hopeful to
useourresourcesinthatcountry, whichis more
than $5 billion.”
AsperanagreementwiththeIraqis, [ran willuse
the freed assets toimportbasicgoods. The assets
are mainly unpaid gas and electricity bills.

Iran’s Massive Energy
Use Is Unsustainable

Iran wasranked the world’s 11thlargestenergy
consumer in 2019.Based on Global Energy
Statistical Yearbook 2020 dataissued by enerdata.
net, the country of 82 million people used a total
0f258,000 tons of oil equivalentin one year, ILNA
reported.

The figure was 150,000 tons of oil equivalent
in Turkey with the same population. Tons of
oil equivalent (toe) isaunitofenergy used to
describe the energy contentofall fuels, typically
onaverylargescale.China, the USand Indiawith
3.2 million (toe), 2.2 million (toe) and 900,000
(toe) topped thelistrespectively.Daily energy
consumption of [ranian households equals the
energy produced by burning 1 million barrels of
oil (perday) thatisnearly eighttimes that of the
mostenergy-efficient countries like Turkey.
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The International Monetary Fund expects

Iran's economy to return to growthin 2021.

InitslatestWorld EconomicOutlookreport, the

IMFforecasts%3.2growthforlran'sGDPnextyear:

=
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Projection for the
current year's
growth by the
international
organization,
headquartered in

—m Washington, D.C,, is

at-5%.
Accordingto IMFE the Iranian
GDP contracted by 6.5%in
2019.

The previous World
Economic Outlook had
predicted thereal GDP to
registera3.1% growthnext
year after a contraction of
-6%in 2020.

[tsaid the Iranian economy
shrankby-7.6in2019.
"The Covid-19 pandemic
isinflictinghigh andrising
human costs worldwide.
Protecting lives and
allowinghealthcare systems
to cope have required
isolation, lockdowns and
widespread closuresto slow
the spread of the virus. The
health crisisis, therefore,
havinga severeimpacton

“Asaresultofthe pandemic,
the global economy is

projected to contract
sharply by -3% in 2020,
much worse than during
the 2008-09 financial
crisis.Inabaseline scenario,
which assumes that the
pandemic fades in the
second half of 2020 and
containment efforts can
be gradually unwound,
the global economy is
projected to grow by 5.8%
in2021aseconomicactivity

Referring to the extreme
uncertainty around the
global growth forecast,
The IMF report said the
economic falloutdepends
on factors that interact
in ways that are hard to
predict, including the
pathway of the pandemic,
the intensity and efficacy
of containment efforts, the
extentofsupplydisruptions,
the repercussions of the
dramatic tightening in
global financial market

behavioral changes
(such as people avoiding
shopping mallsand public
transportation), confidence
effects and  volatile
commodity prices.

“Many countries
a multilayered crisis
comprising a health
shock, domesticeconomic
disruptions, plummeting
external demand, capital
flowreversalsandacollapse
in commodity prices.
Risks of aworse outcome

face

economicactivity,'readsthe  normalizes, helpedbypolicy ~conditions, shifts in predominate,"thereport
previousreport. support.” spending patterns, added.
No diSI’llpti()llill Islamic Republic. was merely related to two government

operation of Iranian ports
despite cyber-attack:
Official

Asenior [ranian official says the country's
ports are operating with no disruption
despite the Wednesday cyber-attack
againsttheirelectronicinfrastructure.
Accordingto astatementreleased by the
Portsand Maritime Organization of Iran,
"all the missions of the Organization are
underway withno disruption.”

Itsaid technical measureshave alsobeen
taken by the PMOI's IT experts so as to
reinforce the online services and prevent
any pause intheloadingand unloading
operations.

The statementalso denied the allegations
that the recent cyber-attack was a
successful one, describing such claims
as partofapsychological waragainstthe

Earlier on Wednesday, Iran’s telecoms
ministry had dismissed reports that the
country’s computer systems were target
ofamassive and coordinated cyber-attack,
sayingthe attack only targeted systemsin
two governmentagencies.

Iran denies cyber attacks on government
systems was massive

Iran denies cyber attacks on government
systems was massive

Iran’stelecoms ministry saysacyberattack
thattookplace Tuesday was smallinsize.
Theinformation securityagency MAHER
said thatithadissued noticesto various
government departments demanding
them to be prepared for potential cyber-
attacks.

However, itsaid thatthe notices did not
mean that the addressed government
departments had been actually targeted
by such attacks.

“Theincidence of the major cyber-attack

organizations and responsible authorities
are dealing with the issue,” said the
statement.

The cyber security agency also said that
some government departments had
independently decided to cut some of
theirservicesto carry outtechnical tests,
amove whichitsaid had come only “outof
precaution”.

“Though from the view point of MAHER
thismeasure was notdeemed necessary,”
itsaid.

Iran’s cyber space hasbeen the target of
some high-profile and malicious activities
inrecentyears and the governmenthas
blamed them on the United States and the
Israeliregime.

Some of those cyber-attacks have sought
toinfluenceroutine butsensitive activities
across the Iranian nuclear and energy
infrastructure or disrupting the country’s
core communication networks.

NO 608

Solution: NO 607

2 6

Iran, Sweden Ol , .
hasi In this meeting, the two sides
emphasize exploredavenues forpromoting
strengthening bilateraltiesaswellasexpanding
bilateral economic and strengthening trade-
economiccooperationbetween
coop. the two countries of [ranand

[slamic Republic of Iran and
Sweden stressed the need to
enhanceandbroadenbilateral
tradeand economiccooperation.
[ranian Ambassador to
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Stockholm Ahmad Masoumifar
met and held talks with Emil
HOGBERG State Secretary
for Business, Industry and
Innovation of Swedish Ministry
of Enterprise and Innovation
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Sweden.

While strengthening
cooperation of companies of
the two countries especially
Small- and Medium-sized
Enterprises (SMEs) in the
fields oftechnology, innovation,
transport and environment,
thetwo sides also emphasized
organizing Joint Economic
Commissioninnear future.
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Iranian
Ports
Operating
Normally
after
Cyberattack

The
and
Organization
of Iran said it

Ports
Maritime

has foiled a
cyberattack on
the electronic
infrastructures of
theseaports.

The Ports
and Maritime
Organization of
Iranannouncedin
a statement that
its information
technology

experts have
thwarted a
cyberattack
targeting the

electronic
infrastructures of
thelranian ports.
All missions
and activities
of the Ports
and Maritime
Organization are
going onnormally,
the statement
added, noting that
online servicesare
being provided
to prevent any
disruption to the
freight services
or loading and
unloading
operations even
foramoment.
Last month, an
official said the
export of non-
oil commodities
in the first half
of the current
Iranian year via
the southeastern
port city of
Chabahar has
risenby 95 percent
compared to the
corresponding
period a year
earlier.
Chabahar is the
closest and best
access point of
Iran to the Indian
Oceanand Iranhas
devised serious
planstoturnitinto
a transit hub for
immediate access
to marketsin the
northern part of
the Indian Ocean
and Central Asia.
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Five EU states
urge a halt to
settlements in
occupied lands
After the United
Nations and
European Union,
France, Germany,
Britain, Italy and
Spain are deeply
concerned about
the Israeliregime's
plans to build new
settlerhomesinthe
occupied West Bank.
These five European
countries said in
a joint statement
on Friday, Reuters
reported.

The countries of
Germany, France,
UK, [taly and Spain
inajointstatement
condemned
expansion of
settlements by
occupying Israeli
regime and called for
animmediate halt.
“We are deeply
concerned by the
decisiontakenbythe
Israeliauthorities to
advance more than
4,900 settlement
building units in
the occupied West
Bank,” the joint
statementsaid.
“The expansion of
settlementsviolates
international law
and furtherimperils
the viability of a
two-state solution
to bring about a
just and lasting
peace to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,”
itsaid.

The UN envoy to
theregion, Nikolai
Mladinov, said in

a statement: "On
October 14 -15,
Israeli officials

approved a plan to
build about 5,000
new housing units
inthe West Bank, but
this moveisillegal
and against the
international laws.
These settlements
are one of the
most important
obstacles to peace
(compromise)
between Israel and
Palestine. Such
actionsjeopardize
the two-state
solution.

Earlier, EU Foreign
Policy Chief Josep
Borrell issued a
statement, calling
settlements in the
occupied Palestinian
territories ‘illegal’
and called the
Zionist regime to
end development of
settlementsinthese
lands.
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Newarrangements forming
in WA thanks tomartyr
Soleimani

[ranian ParliamentSpeaker's Special Aide for International Affairs
said thatnewpolitical-securityarrangementsarebeingformedin
world, mostlyin WestAsia, thanks to the greatmartyr Soleimani.
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian made the remarks on Fri.atthe 5th
International Conference of Mujahedeen in Exile, held at Art
Bureau ofIslamicRevolution.

Today’sworldis going through a period of transition, he said,
addingthattoday,itisan exaggerationtosaythatAmericaisbeing

Another failure for White House in last

minutes

The countdown to the lifting of Iran's arms

embargo has begun, and Donald Trump's

administration, which has been struggling to

prevent this significanteventand the outcome

ofthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA), willnow see another failure on the

blacklistofits serial failures againstthe Islamic

RepublicofIranin abouttwo weeks before the

election.

After ending its
participationin the
JCPOA, the Trump
administration has
N E w s triedinrecentmonths
NEWS topreventthe end of
S the arns embargo
outlined in Appendix

B of Security Council
Resolution 2231.Thus, it

i
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seduced,becausetoday “wearewitnessingthedeclineof American
statesmenand politiciansintheinternationalarena.”
Riotsonstreetsand thoroughfares ofthe United States showthat
the United Statesis facing many problems, Amir-Abdollahian
reiterated.

He pointed to the Palestinian Resistance Movement (Hamas)
andsaid, “Today, Hamashasthe mosteffectiverole in disturbing
peace ofthe Zionistregime and it can play animportantrolein
underminingtheaspirations ofthe Zionists.”

Turningto Saudi-led war on Yemen, he said thatSaudis are facing
many problems due to the resistance and confrontation of the
Yemenis.Today,atthethreshold of sixthyearof US, Israeliand Saudi
aggressionon Yemen, “we sawhowtheyaretryingtoleave Yemen

withdignity.”

New political and security
arrangements are being
formed inthe world, which
havebeenformed mostlyin
WestAsiaand thisisthanks
to the sublime guidelines
of Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Mujahideen
who werein exile and thanks
tothegreatandtopIran’sgeneral
martyr Soleimani, Amir-Abdollahian
reiterated.

NEWS

Armyplaysanimportantrolein

counteringenemy’s soft war

Deputy Coordinator of Political-Ideological Bureau of
ArmyHeadquarters said thatthe Political-Ideological
Organizationofthe Armyplaysaleadingand important
rolein counteringthe enemy’ssoftwar.Speakingonthe
occasion of commemorating Oct. 15 the Establishment
Anniversary of Political-Ideological Organization on
Fri,, 2nd Brigadier General Mohammad Bagherisaid,
“Thehistoricorder of founding father of the Islamic
Revolution Imam Khomeini (RA) to form Political-
Ideological Organization ofthe Armyin early Islamic
Revolution neutralized many cultural, scholasticand
political threatsin specific political conditions of the
countryatthattimeatthelevel ofthe Armed Forces.”
Today,after the passage of forty yearssince the glorious
victory of the Islamic Revolution, blessings and
philosophy ofthisvaluableinstitutionhasbecomemore
andmoreevident,heunderlined.Then,he pointedtothe
sublime remarks of Leader of the Islamic Revolution
andadded, “Itisagreathonorforthe Armyofthe Islamic
Republicoflrantohaveachievedthislevel of supremacy.

firstpresenteda 13-page
resolution that was met
with complete opposition
from the membersofthe
Council, soitwas forced
toremoveits provisions
and presented it in 4
paragraphs which the
main purpose of that
was to continue Iran's
currentarms embargo.
The draftresolutionalso
failed to meetthe quorum
required for ratification,
with 13 of the 15
members of the Security
Council opposingthe US
resolution.

Trump's tension with
Iranandtheinternational

community began last
year when the United
States realized that
afterleaving the JCPOA,
itcould nolonger easily
take advantage of its
benefits against Tehran.
Since mid-2019, the
world's media has
focused on ending Iran
arms embargo (October
18),and oppositionto the
firstlegal and political
concession ofthe nuclear
deal for Tehran prompted
the White House to
scramble.

On August 21,2020, US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, submitted a
letter requesting the

activation ofthe snapback
mechanism to the head
of the Security Council,
whichalso failed.

Although the withdrawal
of the US from some
international agreements
led to disagreements
between Europe and
Washington, it had little
impact on all of them,
but among all these
agreements, the JCPOA,
as ahistoricagreement
and the fruit of active
diplomacy ofthe Islamic
Republic of Iran, is the
only agreement that
Europeans are not
willing to go through
it and give in to the

Trump administration's
demands.

The international
community's support
for the nuclear deal has
isolated the United States,
and most countries mark
the United States as
incompetent to call for
thereturn ofinternational
sanctionsagainstliran.
Meanwhile, international
experts and officials see
US actions to extend
the Iran arms embargo
as inconsistent with
international principles,
Americans themselves
believe in the Trump
administration projectas
afailure.

Iran-Russia Visa Waiver
to'Take Effect Soon:

Zakharova

Avisawaiver for Iranian tourist groups
will take effectin the near future, Russian
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said on her weekly press
briefing on current foreign affairs in
Moscow on Thursday.

Respondingto an Iranian pressreporter
on Thursday Maria Zakharova said that
Iranand Russiahave signed agreementon
visawaiver for touristgroups on March 27,
2017."Visawaiver for tourist groups will
take effect after Russian touristagency
determinean Iranian partner to regulate

noting thatthe agreement was signed by
the Iranian and Russian foreign ministers
inMarch, 2017.

Shesaid thatas perthe agreement, tourist
groups including five to 50 people are
allowed tovisit Russia for 15 days.

“We believe that the time toimplement
the agreementisnotappropriate for the
time being due to the epidemicin Russia
and Iran and the restrictions of the
coronavirus,’ Zakharovasaid.

Iranian and Russian Presidents signed a
visa-free agreement for tourist groupsin
September 2020 that was implemented
in the near future as a joint technical
committee reached aninitial agreement
inthisregard.

Last February, Iran’s tourism ministry

announced thatitwould follow up on the
agreementatthe [27th edition] Moscow
International Travel & Tourism Exhibition
(MITT), which was scheduled to be held
fromMarch17to 19.

Based onthe 2017 agreementtour groups
of 5to 50 people heading to [easternmost
parts of] Russia from Iran orvice versaare
granted avisa-free stay ofup to 15 days.

Undoubtedly, effective efforts taken by the Political-
Ideological Officeis one of the factorsbehind excellence
ofthe Army ofthe IslamicRepublicofIran.”

Iran’s Envoy to Turkey:
Karabakh Partof Azerbaijan
Republic

[ran’s Ambassadorto Ankaradeplored the occupation
ofone-fifth of territories ofthe Republic of Azerbaijan,
sayingthe Karabakhregionis officially registered as
partofthe Republicof Azerbaijanaccordingtothe UN
decisions.Turkish thinktank, the Institute for Strategic
Thinking (SDE), hosted a panel discussionaboutIran’s
policiestowardsthe Caucasusand Tehran’s stances on
therecentflare-up of fightingbetween the Republicof
Azerbaijanand Armenia.Inanaddressto the meeting,
Iran’s Ambassadorto Turkey Mohammad Farazmand
elaborated on the [slamic Republic’s stance on the
Nagorno-Karabakh dispute.Describingthe Nagorno-
Karabakh conflictas one ofthe mostimportantland
crises, the Iranianambassador said 20 percentof the
Republicof Azerbaijan’sterritoryisunder occupation,
Anadolu’s Turkishwebsite reported. The United Nations
hasalreadytakendecisionsregardingthe occupation of
Karabakh, Farazmand stated, stressing that Karabakh
isregistered as Azerbaijaniterritory.The envoy said the
factthat Turkeyissensitive to Iran’s attitude towards
the Nagorno-Karabakh crisisreveals the important
place of Iranin the Turkish publicopinion.Countries
intheregionwill be successful ifthey cooperate and
showresistance againstthe ambitions ofthe USand
the EU, Farazmand added.“One ofthe reasons why the
Minskgroup cannotproduceasolutiontothisissueis
thateverymemberhasdifferentinterestsin thisregion.
Forthisreason, they could noteven offer the slightest
solution. Theywantthe conflictbetweenthetwosides
to continue. The Karabakh crisisisa crisis that will
alsoaffectIran. Forthisreason, we donotwantconflict
andinstabilityintheregion. Efforts shouldbe madeto
resolve this problemthrough fairsolutions,” he stated.

carrying out the agreement,” she said,

Interacting fireely with
neighbors, Iran’s main foreign
policy

Iranian Embassy to Pakistan in a statement on Fri. said that
interactingfreely withneighborsisanimportantprinciple of Iran’s
foreign policy.On the occasion oflifting UN arms embargo on Iran
which fallson Oct. 18, the statementis read that Tehran considers
tradeand free trade with other countries, especiallyitsneighbors,an
importantrightand principle ofits foreign policyand withlifting of
armsembargoes, therearenolegal obstacles tomilitary cooperation
andrelated financial transactions.The Iranian EmbassyinIslamabad,
inastatemententitled "End of Some Restrictions on International
Interactions ofthe Islamic RepublicofIran" on the occasion of Fifth
Anniversary ofJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),added,
“Dueto the failure of the United States at the UN Security Council
meetingon August 25,2020, to extend arms embargo on Iranand

adoption ofanewresolutioninthisregard, UN Security Council is
stilllegallybindingand UN membersarerequired toimplementand
complywithit’Accordingtothe UNSCR 2231, some of prohibitions
andrestrictionsrelated to the Islamic Republic of [ran will belifted
aftertheexpirationof 5yearsfromtheadoptionofthe Comprehensive
JointPlan of Action (JCPOA). Therefore, from October 18,2020, the
trade of weaponsand militaryitemswith Iran, provision of financial
servicestothis countryand theissuance of visasand travel permits
toindividualsrelated toIran'snuclear programwillbe unrestricted,
thestatementisread.The statementreiterated thatIslamicRepublic
oflran considerstrade and free interaction with other countries,
especiallyitsneighbors,asanimportantrightand principleinits
foreignpolicyand implementsitinaccordance with UN Charterand
UNresolutions.Obviously, with the expiration offive-yearperiodand
endoftherestrictionssetoutin UN Security Council Resolution 2231,
therearenolegitimateandlegal obstaclestomilitary cooperationand
related financialinteractionsbetween the twoneighboring countries
oflranand Pakistan.Therefore,the Embassy ofthe IslamicRepublicof

Iran
in Pakistan, while
emphasizing the importance of its ties and neighborly
relations with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, announces the
removal of militaryand financial restrictions on the subject of this
statement, callingfor further expansion oftrade,economic, monetary,
financialand politicalinteractions with thisneighboringcountryand
welcomesany offersand facilitiesin thisfield.
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Aliyevrejects allegations on Iran’s arms transfer to

Armenia

Azerbaijan's PresidentIlham Aliyevdismissed aslies allegations by some media
outletsaboutthetransfer of weaponsand military equipmentto Armenia through
theterritory ofthe Islamic Republic.Inan interview with A Haber on Friday, Aliyev
spoke clearly againstthe allegations thataccused the Islamic Republic of giving

weapons and missiles to Armenia."We have no information regarding the transfer of

20000 Rials

"

arms from Iranto Armenia; Onthe contrary, I can say thatIran and Georgiahave closed their skies

andlandborderstosend weapons to Armenia."“Therefore, we thank the [ranian governmentand the
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Iran'seconomytoreturn ~~ China  Mohammad
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goods at ports going
on ‘uninterrupted’ ()

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Keshavarzzadeh in
a Twitter message
described  Foreign
Minister Mohmmad
Javad Zarif's trip to
Beijing as a timely
accelerator to the
comprehensive
leadership partnership.
Zarif'svisithasreceived

04:49:20 millions of reflections
Noon call to prayer : in the Chinese public
11:48:24 opinion despite some

Evening call to prayer:

17:44:29

WEATHER

analysis, hesaid.

Following the close
consultationsbetween
the Islamic Republic of
Iranand China, foreign
ministerleft for China
on Friday, October 9,
tomeet with Wang Yi,
amember of the State
Council and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of China.

Georgian governmentonce again for this,” Aliyevadded.Fightingbetween Azeriand Armenian forces
over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh territoryis continuing despite arecent ceasefire.

Another failure for White House
inlastminutes

Europe tries tobalance US pressure against
Iran if Trump wins

AProfessorofInternational Affairs Dane Rowlands believes

thatif President Trumpis notre-elected, everyone will wait

toseethe extentto whichaPresident Biden changes policy

onlran.

Q: CountriesareblockingIran's money under
the pretext of unilateral US sanctions and are
notevenwilling to provide food, medicine, and
humanitarianaid. Whatdoyou thinkaboutthis?
A: Atthemomentthe USisthreateningretaliation
againstcountries thatassistIran. The USwields
considerable powerin carrying outreprisals
duetoits position as the key global financial
center,and becauseit can easily punish countries
by being uncooperative in other economic
areas,and in security matters. Most countries
are not happy with the aggressive stance of
the USadministration butdo not wantto risk
punishment. Over the long term, there may be
significant pushbackto reduce sensitivity to US
pressure, butsystems donot change that quickly.
Therearetwoadditional complications.First, the
USpolicies havejustbeen putbackinplace,and
countriesare examining ways to circumventthe
USsanctionswithoutincurringtoomuch damage.
Ittakes time tolearn the legal details of the US
policy and toidentify options. Soifnothingelse
changes, itmay well be thatthere would be some
erosionofthe USsanctionsby 2021.

Second, mostcountriesare probablyjustgoingto
waituntil they see the outcome ofthe USelections.
IfPresident Trumpisnotre-elected, everyone will
waittosee the extenttowhichaPresident Biden
changespolicyonlran.

Itis always unfortunate, and unacceptable,
thatinnocentcivilians have to pay the price of
international conflict. Normally humanitarian
effortsarenotasbadly affected.]donotknowthe
extenttowhichfoodand medicine havebeen cut
off, orwhich countries or organizations are still
providingsometoIran, butall of themwillbevery
carefulnotto provoke the US.

Q: forexample, South Korean authorities atall
levelshave madeitclearthat South Korea'srefusal
topaydebtstolranrunscountertothetraditional

andage-oldrelationsbetween the two countries.
A:South Koreaisinadifficult position, due again
totheirreliance onthe US economically and in
security terms. The USisapplying pressure on
them to not pay the money, and the benefits of
fulfilling theirlegal and financial obligations to
Irandonotseemworththerisksatthemoment.It
doesnothelpthesituation thattheirminsecurity
threat, North Korea, is seen as havinga close
security relationship with Iran. Without US
pressure, though, [am sure paymentwould have
beenmade.

Q: But Iran has had a hard time getting the
medicinesitneedsbecause of USsanctions.
A:Yes,Iwould say thatitisaviolation ofatleast
the spirit, ifnotthelaw, ofhumanitarianism. But
humanrightslawand enforcementare extremely
weak and are always subordinate to security
matters.

Q: Currently, 4 million children have difficulty
accessing education due tolack ofaccess to
mobile phones, and tablets or patients do not
have access to medicine, while South Korea
hasblocked $ 7 billion of Iranian money and all
this canbe done this way. How can the Iranian
authorities deal with these difficulties?

A: Asabove, South Koreawould likely have paid
withoutanyissuesarisinghad the USnotchosen
suchanaggressive policy toisolate Iran. I expect
this situation to continue aslongasthereisa
Trumpadministration; itcould end under Trump
ifhe goes foragrand deal (very unlikely), and
itcould survive himifthe anti-Iran perspective
dominatesanother President’sadministration.
[suspectthatmany countriesare waiting to see
theUSelectionresults,and are hopingthatthe US
changesdirectiononlran, oratleastscalesback
itsretaliatory measures.

However, Iranhasnotbeen helpingitsown cause.
Iran has made it easy for countries like South
Korea, Canada, and eventhe Europeansto prefer
placatingthe USto dealingwith Iran.Iranisseen
by many countries have destabilizing security in
theregion (and in Korea), suppressinghuman
rights,and generallynotbeingvery cooperative.
Itwould be farharder for third parties to punish
[ranifitwas playingamore positiverole.

US no longer an empire to create world order:

Official

Specialaide on International affairs to the Iranian parliament

speaker Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said on Friday that one of

the characteristics of today's world is thatthe USisnolongeran

empireto create world order becauseitis facingmany problems

athomeand abroad andis collapsingto zero.

Addressing the Fifth International
Forum on Combatants Outof Homeland
late on Friday, he added thatthe second
hallmarkisthattheactorsin the world
today arenolonger the former Soviet
Union and the US, rather; the actors
intoday'sinternational arena are no
longerjustbig powers, buttheyare
numerous and diverse.

"Today, Lebanese Hezbollah has the
mostinfluential rolein theregionin
regulating political, international,
regional and global arrangements,
and Hamas and the IslamicJihad in
Palestine also play the mostinfluential
roleinupsetting the Zionistequations

fordominanceintheregion,” he said.
Notingthatthe Palestinianresistance
was able to play a major role in
undermining the aspirations of the
Zionistsinthe world and the West Asia
region, Amir Abdollahian said, "Today
in Yemen we see thatwith morethan 5
years of resistance by men, women and
resolved youth, theyarelooking foran
honorable escapefromthearea.”
Today, the USand Saudi Arabiaarenot
therealactorsinglobal developments,
but the actors are who change the
equation, he said.

Describing the cowardly assassination
of Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimaniand Abu Mahdial-Mohandes
and their companions a strategic
mistake ofthe Americans, the official
said that the Americans mustleave
theregionandifthey donotend their
presence today, tomorrow will be late
and theywill sustain seriousdamagein
theregion.

way to bring about peace, he
went on to say that, “we expect

Ab (lullah' S ViSit theprocess, itputsthe success of
peaceatrisk.

tOTellI‘antOhelp He noted that though there s

find new solutions: some consensusin the national

Afghan MP

A member of the Afghan
Parliament, Sayyed Jamal
Fakouri Beheshti termed the
upcoming visitofthe chairman
of Afghan Peace Council Abdullah
Abdullahto Tehranas promising
and highlighteditasthe solution
fortheimpasse which continues
inDoha, Qatar.

Inaninterview with IRNA on
Saturday, Beheshti said that
national, regional, and the global
consensusisimportantinthe
Afghanpeace process.
Hesaidifa countryis missingin

process, it has not been
established as expected at the
regionalandinternationallevels.
The Afghan official added that
Afghanistan feels dubiousabout
America'sreal goal for claiming
thatitseeksalastingpeaceinthe
country.

"Therole of Iranand Pakistanin
the Afghan peace processis of
greatimportance, given the fact
thatIran has always supported
the Governmentand people of
Afghanistan,” henoted.
Referring to Abdullah's visit to
Iran as anincredibly effective

Iranto cooperate in the Afghan
peace process.”

He noted that, although the
United Statesistryingtoignore
Iran'srole in the Afghan peace
process and this will seriously
damage the outcome of peace,
the Afghan governmentis fully
aware of Iran’srole in the peace
process.

Chairman of Afghan Peace
Council Abdullah Abdullahis
scheduled tovisitIran on Sunday
atthe head of a delegation of
high-level national reconciliation
council officials, members of
parliament, and officials from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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