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T
Fallin Love
With Badab-e
Surt, Iran’s
Terraced Hot

Springs

Iranisnotonlyanancient
civilization with plenty
of historical sites, butit
alsohasanabundance of
naturalwonders. A perfect
day trip from Tehran, this
natural beauty lets you
witness geological rock
formations that glowin
thesunlightand dazzlethe
eyes. Grab your camera
and head to the colorful
stone terrace of Badab-e
Surt.

Geology enthusiasts will
especially fall for Badab-e
Surt. Located in the
Mazandaran province,
the name comes from a
combination of bad, gas,
ab, water, and surt, the
old name of the village of
Orostlocated 7 kilometers
to the west. Although
there are a handful of
similar places on earth,
such as Mammoth Hot
Spring in the U.S. and
Pamukkale in Turkey,
Badab-e Surtisunique due
toits distinctive orange
hue, resulting from a
concentration of iron
oxide.

Thistravertine terrace sits
at 1,840 meters (6,040
feet) above sea level
and is the culmination
ofthousands of years of
limestone deposited by
water flowing from two
mineral hot springs,
whichare thoughttohave
medicinal properties
onaccountoftheirhigh
mineral content. As water
reaches the surface,
carbondioxide degasses,
depositing mineral
carbonate. Because the
heavier minerals settle
atthetop ofthe steps, the
water becomes clearer
asitflows down, turning
this site into a dreamy,
sky-reflecting staircase of
mirrors that shifts colors
depending on the time of
day the sunlight glistens
uponit.

Howto GetThere

[t may not be the most
easily accessible site,
but Badab-e Surtis well
worth the visit. About
370 kilometers from
Tehran, two mainroutes
from either Semnan or
Mazandaran lead to this
location. The Semnan
route passes through
Semnan city, towards
Mahdishahr,Shahrmirzad,
and Fulad Mahalleh before
reaching Orost, thevillage
after which the site is
named. The more scenic
of the two routes goes
through Mazandaranand
passes through Sariand
the forests around Kiasar
beforearrivingatOrost.
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Isfahan Old Houses:treasury In Isfahan
From Safavid Era To Qajar Period
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Thereisatreasuryofold housesin
Isfahan from Safavid era to Qajar
period. Unfortunately, several
old houses were destroyed.
Construction of new streets,
especiallyinhistoricaxis of Isfahan,
which dates back to Safavid and
Qajar dynasty, is an unforgivable
mistake.

‘"' Isfahan Amin House

Abeautiful Qajar mansion, which haslost
its courtyard, during modernizing the old
quarters. During Qajar dynasty, beautiful
private houses were constructed, their
ownlives were importantand there was
acompetition for building comfortable
places for their private lives. Plaster
workand mirror work of this building is
remarkable.

i Isfahan Sheikh AlIslam House
Oneofthe mostglorioushousesinIsfahan.
Mirror work, plasterwork and fabulous
inlaid ornamented doors are famous.
The house haslarge courtyard, a pool of
water in the center, with two beautiful
flowerbeds atthe two sides. High walls,
northern and southernbuilding, alarge

and hasareception hall. There are two
rooms on the two sides of the reception
hall. In this hall, there are stucco and
decorations with cut mirrors. The hall
facestoverandaby seven sash windows
and leads to the rooms by khatamkari
doors. The southern partofthe houseisa
narrow and long diningroom, which has
painted windows. Eastern and western
parts have identical plans. Both of them
have reception halls, which lead to the
smallerrooms. All parts of the house have
been decorated by brickwork, tiles, stucco
and gilding.This house was built during
Qajar dynasty, similar to other house,
havingalarge courtyard, the magnificent
eivan and beautiful rooms, the reception
halland rooms nexttoit, the stained glass
large windows. Each part of the houseis
richbydecorated.

Tile work stuccowork, brick works are
fantastic. Thishouse similar to many other
buildingswasrepaired and restored.

i Isfahan ANGURESTAN- EMALEK
Angourestan- e Malek “The vineyard”, it
wasbuiltinthe early Qajar dynasty. Nextto
AngourestanaHoseinieh was built. Malek
Al Tojjar was one of the richest merchants
of Qajar period. His name came after this
building, because it was passed to him.

ol- Betiekh about 200 mters farther down
Ahmad Abad, ahouse No 100, called Dar
-ol-Quranbranchislocated.

Repaired many years ago and adapted to
aculturalreligious center,itresemblesa
childreninstitute.
Itcoversanareaof400square meters with
analcove onitsnorthernside, with plaster
work,giltworkand an attractive general
decorative genre.

i Isfahan Dibai House

Islocated in the Harunie district, in the
center ofthe Isfahan’s Old Quarter.

Dibai House is a traditional Persian
residence thathasbeenrestored entirely
and in detail. Transformed into a hotel,
offersits guests the opportunity to stay in
ahistoricmansionatthe very center ofthe
0ld City, and surrounded by a picturesque
and artistic setting.Dibai House dates
fromthe 1670’s. Nevertheless, modern
facilitieshave been carefullyadded, so that
thehouse canboastofbeingable to offera
truly comfortable and altogether enjoyable
accommodation.Dibai House has ten
roomsto cater for twenty guests. Thereare
three single rooms, five twin rooms, and
two triplerooms. Two of the twin rooms
are en-suite, whilstthe other rooms share
five modern bathrooms.The house has

Thereisa
treasury of
oldhousesin
Isfahan from
Safaviderato
Qaijar period.
Unfortunately,
several old
houses were
destroyed.
Construction
of newstreets,
especiallyin
historic axis of
Isfahan, which
datesback

to Safavid
and Qajar
dynasty, isan
unforgivable

fantastic reception hall and beautiful ~ Duringthefalseexpansionofisfahanand  variouscommonareas,opentoall: mistake.
ornamentedrooms. The house, especially ~ constructionofthenewimposeddesigns, ~ The shahneshin, or talar. Thisroomisa
the courtyard was used for religious Whichwereimportedby,socalledmodern  feature commontoall traditional Persian
ceremonies. Inthe Moharrammonth,on  architectsand urban plannersapartof residencesandwashistorically thehouse’s
firstten days the house held ceremonies, ~Angourestanand therelated Hoseinieh ~ main daily hub, and where guests were
which commemorated the third Shiite, ~Wasdemolished.Laterthe Angourestan’s  received and entertained. Nowadays
Imam Hossain mourning. courtyard wasroofed. Atthenorthern itisusedasabiglivingroom.Spacious
partofthebuilding, thereisamagnificent shabestans, or basements, where the
“ Isfahan Alam’s house room. The merchantand hiswife were  diningroomislocated.The chaikhane,
The Alam’s house is a historical house in buried there. Thismonumentisusedasa ortearoom, with asamovarand fresh
Isfahan Iran. The owner of the house was Hoseinieh nowand closed to public local pastry, aplace to chill out and relax
one ofthe Qajararistocrats. The house has enjoyinga cup of teaThe n_lag.mfl.cent
ayard, whichis surrounded from every ' Isfahan Mojtahed Zadeh House hqz khane, or p(?ol house, with 1ptr_1cate
sidebyresidential parts. Thenorthernpart ~ OnAhmad Abad Ave. across from Golzar w1pdowand ml.rrorworks, paintings,
is distinguished by a columned veranda  Street,thereisanold quarternamed Dar- reliefs,and beautifully crafted walls.

RESTAURANT ADDRESS TEL
Shahrzad Restaurant Abbas Abad Street, Esfahan, Iran +983132204490
Khan Gostar Restaurant Hakim Nezami Street, Jolfa Hotel, Jolfa, Esfahan, Iran +983116278989
Firouz Sherbat Cafe Jolfa St.| Near the Vank Church, Esfahan 81464, Iran +98313626 8009
Hermes Restaurant & Cafe JolfaAlley, Nazar St, Esfahan 81464, Iran +983136293349
Manouchehri House Restaurant No. 49,7 Emarat, Sabet Alley, Mohtasham Street, Kashan 87134, Iran +983155242617

Y
Arabo Sandwich Kelisaye Vank, Esfahan, Iran +983136276325

HISTORY

Shah ‘Abbas and the Arts of
Isfahan

In 1597-98, Isfahan became the new capital of Iran
when Shah ‘Abbas (r. 1587-1629) moved the Safavid
government there as partofhislarger plan to lift the
country from the slumpintowhichithad fallen.In orderto
revive the national economy, Abbas courted foreign traders
and made commercial agreements with several European
nations. Heincreased carpetand textile productionin
state workshops and settled 300 Chinese potters and
their familiesin Iran to capitalize on the vogue for Chinese
ceramics. Hethenrelocated the Armenians from the city of
Julfa,who controlled much of the Persian end ofa bustling
internationalsilktrade, toaneighborhoodinIsfahan called
New Julfaand gave them the monopoly onssilk exports.
‘Abbasalso created anew standing army thathalted the
encroachments of the Mughals and the Ottomans and
restabilized the country’sterritories.

‘Abbasreinforced the image of the Safavid polity with the
architecture ofhis new capital. From the old Seljuq city
center; hebuiltatwo-kilometer-longbazaartoanewtown
square called the Maidan-i Shah, located to the south near
the Zaianda River. Four commanding structures were
ranged onthesidesofthissquare: anentrancetothebazaar
painted with murals depicting ‘Abbas’ victories over the
Uzbeks on the north, the Shah Mosque (1611-66) onthe
south, the Mosque of Shaikh Lutfallah (1603-19) on the
east,and the ‘Ali Qapu, atwo-story audience hall, on the
west. The fourbases of the Safavid state—religion, trade,
military,and theroyal family itself—were thus united in
onemonumental visual statement.

Jean Chardin, a Frenchjeweler who traveled throughout
Iranin 1664-70and againin 1671-77, exclaimed that
Isfahan was “the greatest and most beautiful town in
the whole Orient.” He described the city’s population
asamix of Christians, Jews, fire-worshippers, Muslims,
and merchants fromall over the world. He counted 162
mosques, 48 colleges, 1,802 caravanserais, 273 baths,and
12 cemeteries, testifying to ‘Abbas’ extensive architectural
workin the city. Among the mostscenic quarters was
theareabehind the ‘Ali Qapu, where a series of gardens
extended to the Chahar Bagh, alongboulevard lined with
parks, theresidences ofnobles, and the palaces ofthe royal
family. Tile panels and frescoes from the pavilions of the
Chahar Baghinthe Museum'’s collection are examples of
thelavish decoration of these structures.
Shah‘Abbaswasalsoanactive patron of paintingand book
production. His commission ofa Shahnamareestablished
theroyal paintingatelier thathad shrunk during thereigns
ofhistwo predecessors. Healso had the fifteenth-century
Timurid manuscriptMantiqal-tair (Language of the Birds)
refurbished; fourpaintingswereadded and the manuscript
presented to the shrine at Ardabilin 1609. Hisreign
witnessed the careersof suchartistsas AqaRiza, Sadiqi Beg,
Riza-yi‘Abbasi,and Mir ‘Imad.

After Abbas’ deathin 1629, both the Safavid state and its
capital suffered. His successors wereill-prepared torule,
and cities such as Shirazrose to prominence as regional
rulers became more powerful. The glory days of Isfahan
cametoanendin 1722 whenthe citywasbesieged by one
ofthe Afghantribestheninrebellion againstthe Safavids,
and the dynasty, forallintentsand purposes, ceased torule.

HANDICRAFTS

Termeh: Iranian Handwoven

Termeh isatype of Iranian handwoven cloth, produced
primarilyintheIsfahan province.Weaving Termehrequiresa
good woolwithtallfibers. Termehis wovenby an expertwith
theassistance ofaworker called “Goushvareh-kesh”. Weaving
Termehisasensitive, careful, and time-consuming process;
agood weaver can produce only 25to 30 centimetres (10 to
12in)inaday. The background colorsused in Termeh are
jujubered,lightred, green,orangeandblack. Termehhasbeen
admired throughouthistory: Greek historians commented
onthebeauty of Persian weavingsinthe Achaemenian (532
B.C.),Ashkani (222 B.C.) and Sasanidae (226-641A.D.)
periodsand thefamous Chinese tourist Hoang Tesangadmired
Termeh.During the Safavid period (1502-1736 A.D.), Zarbaf
and Termeh weaving techniques were significantly refined.
Due to the difficulty of producing Termeh and the advent of
mechanized weaving, few factoriesremaininIranthatproduce
traditionallywoven Termeh. Rezaei Termehisthe mostfamous
oftheremainingfactories.




tariffs on US goods. The American
tariffswould rise to 25 percentin
January:.

Trump initially imposed 25
percenttariffs on 50$ billion on
Chineseimportsinthe summer
and has threatened to target
everything Chinasellsto the United

August.Soybean exports dropped 1.0$ billionand shipmentsofcrude
oilfell 0.9% billion. Importsofgoodsandservicesincreased 0.6 percent
toarecord 262.7$billionin August.

The politically sensitive goods trade deficitwith China surged 4.7
percenttoarecordhigh of38.6$ billion. The trade gap with Mexico hit
8.7$billion --both the highestmonthlytotalsever.

The trade deficit continues to widen despite President Donald
Trump’s “AmericaFirst” policies, which haveled toabittertrade war

UStradedeficitjumpstosix-
monthhighin Augustdespite
Trump tariffs

The UStrade deficitspikedin Augusttoitshighestlevelin sixmonths
asexports oftariff-targeted goods felland importshitarecord high,

ISFAHAN
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suggesting thatthe trade war with China could lower economic
growthinthe third quarter.The US Commerce Departmentsaid on
Friday thetrade gap widened to 53.2$ billionin August,anincrease
of 6.4 percent, from 50§ billion in July. The trade gap — thedifference
between what Americasells and whatitbuys abroad — was 50$

billioninJuly.

Exportsofgoodsandservices fell 0.8 percentto 209.4$ billion in
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Iran welcomes foreign Investment

inrenewables

The head of the Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization of Iran - a state-owned
entityalso known as Satba-announced the Energy
Ministry’sreadiness for attracting foreign investors
inthe country’srenewable sector.

Staba chief, Mohammad Sadeghzadeh, noted that
the government welcomes foreign investments in
therenewable venturesinabid toincrease the clean
energy’s shareinthe country’s energy mixas well as
exporting therenewables output.
Hewasaddressingthe second [IORA Renewable Energy
Ministerial Meetingin Greater Noida, India.

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) comprises
Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Oman, Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri
Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, the UAE and Yemen.

The Energy Ministry has called on Satba to prepare the
ground for private sector investmentin and export of
renewables.

Satba is obligated to devise the regulations and
establish theinfrastructure for investors to generate
and sell electricity to foreign buyers.

The scheme could also help to harness renewable
energies,includinggeothermal, solarand wind power
for domesticuse.

The country’s power output currently stands atabout
80 gigawatts. Thelion's share of poweris produced
with the help of fossil fuel-based power plants. The
share ofrenewablesin Iran’s energy mixisaslowas
612 MW.

India to Continue Iranian Qil

Imports after US Sanctions
Inthefirstclearindication of India's willingness to
continue trade with Iran despite US sanctions, state
refiners have contracted importof1.25 million tons
of crude oil from the Persian Gulf nation and are
preparingtoreplace dollar payments with rupeetrade.
Top industry sources said Indian Oil Corp (1I0C) and
Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL)
have contracted 1.25 million tons of Iranian oil for
importin November, the month when the US sanctions
againstlran's oil sector will kick in, the Economic
Timesreported.

While India wants to continue importing Iranian oil,
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo last month said
Washington would consider waivers on the embargo
butmade clear that these would be time-limited, if
granted.Sources said I0Cisimporting the "usual”
monthly volumes of oil from Iran. Ithad planned to
import 9 million tons of [ranian oil in the 19-2018
fiscal (April2018toMarch2019) or 0.75 million tons
amonth.US sanctions against Tehran will become
effective from November 4, which will block payment
routes.Sources said Indiaand Iran are discussing
reverting torupee trade after November 4."Iran has
been off-and-on taking rupee payments for oil it sells.
Thisrupeeitusesfor paying forimports of medicines
and other commodities. A similar arrangement
isinworks," asource said.Details of the payment
mechanism would emerge in the nextfew weeks, he
said.Oil refiners such as state-owned I0Cand MRPL
coulduse UCO BankNSE 1.76- % or IDBI BankNSE 0.79
% toroute oil payments to Iran, sources said.

quarter.

In September; Trump announced 10 percenttariffs on 200$ billion
worth of Chinese goodsand Chinaslapped 60$ billioninretaliatory

betweenthe United Statesand China. Washington hasalsoengagedin
tit-for-tatimportduties with Canada, Mexicoand the European Union.
Thejumpintradedeficitsuggeststhattrade could subtractasmuch
asone percentage point from gross domestic productin the third

States.

Highertariffswould have both positive
and negative effects for the country
imposing them. Consumers would face higher costs as the prices

ofimported goodsreflectthe highertariffs. On the otherhand, they

economy.

mightturn todomestically produced goods, boosting their nation’s

Eraof Bank Secrecy Ends as Swiss Start
Sharing Data

T he eraof mystery-cloaked numbered
Swissbankaccountshas officially come
to aclose as Switzerland, the world’s
biggest center for managing offshore
wealth, began automatically sharing
clientdatawith taxauthoritiesin dozens
ofother countries.

The Federal Tax Administration (FTA) said
on Fridayithad for the first time exchanged
financialaccountdataatthe end of September
under global standards thataim to crackdown
ontax cheats, Reutersreported.

Banksecrecy still exists in some areas — Swiss
authorities cannot automatically see what
citizens have in their domesticbankaccounts,
forexample —butgone are the days when well-
paid European professionals could stash wealth
acrosstheborderand beyond the pryingeyes of
theirtaxman.

Theinitial exchange was supposed to be with
European Union countries plus nine other
jurisdictions: Australia, Canada, Guernsey,
Iceland, Isle of Man, Japan, Jersey, Norway and
SouthKorea.

“Cyprusand Romania are currently excluded
as they do not yet meet the international
requirements on confidentiality and data
security,” the FTA said.

Transmission of data to Australia and France

was delayed “as these states could not yet
deliverdatatothe FTA duetotechnicalreasons”,
itsaid,addingthatitalsohad notyetreceived
datafrom Croatia, Estoniaand Poland.

About 7,000 banks, trusts, insurers and other
financial institutions registered with the
FTA collectdata on millions ofaccounts and
send them on the Swisstaxagency. The FTAin
turn sentinformation on around two million

accountsto partnerstates. ltputnovalue onthe
accountsinquestion.

The information includes the owner’s
name, address, country of residence and tax
identification numberaswell as thereporting
institution,accountbalance and capitalincome.
Thislets authorities check whether taxpayers
have correctly declared their foreign financial
accounts.

U.S.actively considering waivers

on Iran oil sanctions; report

The Trump administration isactively considering
waivers onsanctionsitwill reimpose next month
for countries thatare reducing theirimports
of Iranian oil, a U.S. government official said on
Friday.

The administration withdrew from a deal
over Tehran’s nuclear program in May and is
unilaterally reimposing sanctions on Iran’s crude
oilconsumersonNov. 4.Iran saysithasabided by
the 2015 nuclear deal, which was struck with five
other world powers, besides the United States.

The administrationis “in the midst ofaninternal
process” of considering exceptions called SRE
waivers, or significantreduction exemptions, said
agovernmentofficial, who spoke onthe condition
ofanonymity.

It was the first time a U.S. official said the
administration wasin the process of considering
waivers. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in
Indialastmonth thatthe administration would
consider waiversand thatsome buyers of Iranian
oilwould take a “little bitof time” to unwind their
trade with Iran.

White House National Security Adviser John
Bolton said on Thursday thatthe administration’s

objective was that there be no waivers and
“exports of Iranian oil and gas and condensates
dropstozero.” Headded that the administration
would notnecessarily achieve that.

The administration is “prepared to work with
countries thatarereducing theirimportsona
case-by-casebasis,” the official said.

The comments followed news that India,
Iran’s No. 2 oil customer after China, will buy
9 million barrels of [ranian oil in November.
[t was an indication that India will continue
purchasing crude from Iran, despite the Trump
administration’s push to get countries to stop
their purchases

-
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Pakex-minister
urges enhanced

trade ties with
Iran

Pakistan hasno other option but
to enhance trade ties with Iran,
Pakistan’s formerinterior minister
Rehman Malik said in a recent
interview with Iran’s official news
agency.

Pakistan has to watch forits own
interests, Malik said duringarecent

interviewwith the Islamic Republic
NewsAgency (IRNA).
Andifyouwatchyourowninterests,
yourneighborsare moreimportant,
morethananybodyelse,headded.

“I think interaction between the
two countriesisveryimportantto
enhancebilateral ties”, the senator
of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
said, referringto frequenthigh-level
exchange of visits between the two
friendly countries.

Malik said now that the United
Stateshasputlranundersanctions,

Islamabad mustsupportTehran.
You cannot bully people in the
world, the Pakistani lawmaker
said, referring to the unilateral US
withdrawal from the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal and re-imposition
of sanctions against Iran and
threatening other countries that
continue to engage with Iran with
secondarysanctions.

Eventhe Europeanallies of the US
have notsaid yes to the sanctions,
hesaid.
Hewentontoreiterate that Pakistan

hasnootheroptionbuttoboosttrade
relationswith Iran.
“Wehavealready signed agreement
with Iran regarding import and
export,how canthose agreements
whichhavebeen signedalready can
be stopped or will be affected with
thenew [USunilateral] sanctions,”
hesaid.

Malik added that these are the
sanctions from one country, they
arenotfromthe UN.So government
of Pakistanhastoassesintelligently
whatis good for Pakistan, he said.
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Iran’s HI Imports from

Areportonlran’simportsin the
first half of the current Iranian
year shows the value of imports
from Russia has doubled when
compared with the corresponding
period last year.The Iranian
Customs Office’s report on half-
yearly imports indicates that
Russia has exported more than
$633 million in goods to Iran
between March 21 and September
22.Figures show thatthe value of
imports from Russia has risen by
99.88 percentin comparison to
thepreviousyear.China, the United
Arab Emirates, South Korea and
Indiawere the four top exporters
to Iran in the 6-month period,

Russia Doublein Value

although the value of imports
from all of the four countries has
declined.Thelargestreductionin
thevalue ofIran’simports came in
trade withthe UAE and Turkey.
Iran and Russia, both faced with
US sanctions, have devised plans
toincrease trade interaction and
ease mercantile regulations.
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
has described Tehran and
Moscow as “strategic partners”.
InJune, Rouhaniand his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putinin a
meetingin Chinahighlighted the
need to maintain and promote
economicrelations between the
twosides.
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What's News

o Japan’s
crudeimport
coststorise
fromreplacing

Iranianbarrels
Japan’scrude oilimport
costsaresettorise from
September as local
refinersstarttoreplace
[ranian barrels with
moreexpensivesupplies
from the Middle East
and elsewhere, while
the upward trend in
international outright
oil prices remained
firmlyintact.
Replacing Iranian oil
will be ‘a significant
economic loss’ for
Japanese  refiners,
who still hope to see
Japan exempted from
US sanctions thatsnap
backonNovember5,an
industry source familiar
with the situation said,
reported Platts.

The VLCC Yufusan
arrived at Kiire, in
Japan’s southwest on
October 3 afterloading
oil at Assalouyeh and
Kharg Island in Iran
and Mina AlAhmadiin
Kuwait, according to
S&P Global Platts trade
flowsoftware cFlow.
Japan’s Iranian oil
imports will likely
decreasein September
after showinga fourth
consecutive month of
year-on-yearincrease
until Augustamid signs
thatdomesticrefiners
were attempting to
take as many cargoes
as possible before US
sanctions againstIran
come into effect in
November.

Some Japaneserefiners
have started looking to
securealternative term
supplies to Iranian oil,
starting from around
January, as well as
asking forincremental
supplies from existing
key suppliers from the
Middle East,according

tomarketsources.

[ranian export
grades have long
been considered

highly attractive and
economical feedstocks
for many Northeast
Asianrefiners, market
sourcessaid.
Analystsindicated that
the likely cutback in
[ranian crude imports
and higherintake from
other Middle Eastern
supplierscouldincrease
Japan'’s overall crude
procurement costs by
around 1$-0.50$ per
barrel.
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tomeetwith
President
Trump; zarif

Iran. Now theyjust withdrew
from the [1955 Treaty of
Amity] that we have with the
United States because the
International CourtofJustice
ruled against them, Zarif
added. 'That tells you that
whatever younegotiate with
this president and with this
administration, they're not
goingtobeboundbyit."

The Hague-based ICJ,whichis
the principaljudicial organ of
the United Nations,announced
its ruling on Wednesday
regarding the July lawsuit
brought by Tehran against
Washington's decision tore-
impose unilateral sanctions
following the US withdrawal
fromthe nuclearagreement
Iran signed with the P1+5
group of countries in 2015.
Iran’slawsuitargued thatthe
sanctions violate the terms
of the 1955 Treaty of Amity
between Iran and the US. It
alsocalledonthe courttoorder
Washington to immediately
suspend themeasures.

NEWS

Iranwarns

"racist, narcissist
Israel' against
thoughtless
statements against
Iranians

Iran has lashed out
at Israel's President
Reuven Rivlin for
making insolent
comments against the
Iranian nation, warning
the Tel Aviv regime's
racist, narcissisticand
impolite officials of the
consequences of their
thoughtlessremarks.
Itisashame thatofficials
of aregime which has
"brutality, aggression,
disgracefulness,
maliciousness and
deceit" as among its
main characteristics,are
addressing the richly-
cultured, brave and
civilized Iranian people
insuchaninsulting way,
Iran's Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Bahram
Qassemisaid.

During remarks on
Thursday, the Israeli
president, whoserolein
government is largely
ceremonial compared
with the prime minister,
said, "From our point
of view, now is the time
to join the effective
sanctions on Iran
and not to circumvent
them.""TheIranianbeast
mustbe starved and not
fed. Thisisthe onlyway to
guarantee the stability of
theworld," Rivlinadded.

Kerrywarns of military conflictafter
Trump pulls outof Iran nucleardeal

Former US Secretary of StateJohn Kerry has warned of increased risk of
warwithIranafterPresidentDonald Trump pulled outofthe 2015 nuclear
deal, sayingregionalleadershad privately pressed the White House to

takemilitaryaction.

By withdrawingfromthehistoricaccord, Trumphas "madeitmorelikely
thattherewillbe conflictintheregionbecausethereare people there who
wouldlovetohavethe United States of AmericabombIran," Kerrytold the

Council on Foreign Relations on Friday.

Kerry,aformersenatorand presidential candidate, played akeyrolein
negotiationsbetween Iran, the USand otherworld powersthatled tothe
signing ofthe nuclear deal, officiallyknown as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA). Under the accord, Iran undertook to limitits

US sanctions on Iran can affect trade

nuclearactivitiesinreturn forremoval ofsanctions.

Kerry said that Saudi Arabia's late king Abdullah and Egypt's ousted
presidentHosni Mubarakhad both told him that the US should attack
Iran.Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had also asked then
USPresident Barack Obama for the greenlightto bomb Iran’s nuclear
facilities, he said.In May, President Trump pulled the US out of that deal
despitewarnings from other signatoriesand pledged toreinstate tough
sanctionsagainstIran.While UNinspectorshadrepeatedly declared that
Iran was in compliance ofthe JCPOA, Trump called the deal a disaster
fornotaddressingotherissuesincludingIran’s missile program and
itsrisinginfluence in theregion.Tensions haveincreased between the
Trump administrationand Kerry,who has criticized the White House’s
approachtowardIranas “ill-advised” and based onno “broad strategy.”
Theformerdiplomathasalsoaccused Trump of “makingthingsup” about
Iran.Trump’s anti-Iran foreign policy is “ill-advised” and based on no

of humanitarian goods: Nephew

Richard Nephew, who served as
thelead sanctions expertforthe US
teamnegotiatingwith Iran, is ofthe

opinionthatitis certainly true that

US sanctions on Iran can affectthe

trade of humanitarian goods and

the hostile licensing policy from
the United States on civil aviation

licensesisacomplication.

The fellow at the Center on Global
Energy Policy at Columbia University,
says, “ICJ asked for the US and Iran
to avoid taking steps that would
exacerbate the situation. The US
would interpretthis only asstepsthat
would foreclose thekind of trade that
theIC] suggests muststayinplace.”
Followingisthe textoftheinterview:
The International Court of Justice
(ICJ) ordered the US to lift a part
ofitsrestrictive measures against
Iran. Do you think that Trump
administration will commit to
respectingthevote?
Thisisnothow IseetheIC]’sruling.
WhattheIC] ruled,in my view, is that
the United States needs to ensure
Iran can obtain humanitarian goods
aswellasaccesstoitems for safety of
flight. Itis certainly true thatsanctions
can affect this trade and the hostile
licensing policy from the United
States oncivil aviationlicensesisa
complication. But, the [C] doesnotsay
thatthe United States mustliftits
sanctions. Rather itjustsaysthatthey
need toaccommodate thistrade, as
theselicenses would do.

TheIC] suggested thatthe USavoids
theimplementation of forthcoming
sanctions againstIran. Shall we
expectthe UStorespectthevote?
Well, as noted above, the US would
interpret the ICJ’s ruling as only
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ensuringthereareallowances for the
typesoftradethataretobe permitted.
Thisis fundamentally different than
stopping new sanctions, though I
acknowledge theIC] alsoasked forthe
USand Irantoavoid taking steps that
would exacerbate the situation. The
USwouldinterpretthisonlyassteps
thatwould foreclose the kind of trade
thattheICJ suggests muststayin place.
IC] ordered the US to allow the
exports of “humanitarian”
goods such as food, medicines,
agricultural productsand aviation
safety equipment.Doyou thinkthat
the USwill exclude these items from
thesanctions?

Yes, italready has.

For the food, medicines, and
agricultural products part, the US
haswide-ranginglicenses thatwould
permit this trade by US and foreign
companies. Though banking and
shipping sanctions may complicate
this, they don’t preclude this trade.
Civil aviation represents the closest-
to-the-line prohibitionsinthe new US
sanctions,inthatthelicensingpolicyis
decidedly hostileto thetrade. But,itis
notcompletely forbidden and, in this
way, the US will argue it has already
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donewhatitcan. Forthis complaintto
have much teeth, there would have to
beaclearcase of clear safety of flight
licensesbeingdenied.

According to ICJ], the US mustlift
therestrictions on “humanitarian”
goodsbutasyouknow,onageneral

basis, the sanctions will place UnitedStates
the strictlimits on Iran financial needstoensure
transactions. What’syour opinion  Irancanobtain
on this matter? humanitarian

Yes, that'stherealissue here. TheIC]  goodsaswellas
didnotweighinonfinancial sanctions

or any other. Consequently, there

are no real, solid arguments to be iscertainlytrue
madethattheICJrulingwouldrequire  thatsanctionscan
modification of those sanctionson  affectthistrade

andthe hostile
licensing policy
fromthe United
States oncivil

the US part.But, ultimately, this is
why the IC] ruling was unlikely to
change anything practical with
regard to sanctions imposition:
the US does have sovereign right
to take some of these steps even if,
as I have maintained, they are ill-
advised. Forits part, Iran’s real win
hereisthatithasaninternational
body on the record in support of
some of its claims and arguments.
Thathas political salience and may
be helpful in managing foreign
partnerships.

acomplication.

“broad strategy,” says former Secretary
of State John Kerry.Kerry angered
Trump in May following reports
that he had secretly met with
worldleadersinabidtosalvage
thelran dealahead of Trump’s
announcement to withdraw
fromit.The presidenthasbeen
atloggerheads with Kerry ever
since, frequently mocking him on
Twitter.“IseethatJohn Kerry, the father
ofthenowterminatedIrandeal,isthinking
of running for President,” Trump tweeted last
month. “Ishould onlybe solucky —although the field thatis currently
assemblinglooksreallygood —FORME!”

access toitems for
safety of flight. It

aviation licenses is

indealingwiththeincidents.

: Iran Notto

Compromiseon

Security: Police
Chief

Iranian Police Commander Brigadier General
Hossein Ashtarihailed the improved security
situationin the country and said the Islamic
Republic’s Armed Forces willnotcompromise
onsecurity.Inaspeechin Tehran Saturday
morningonthe occasion ofthe Police Week,
Brigadier General Ashtaridescribed the week
asan opportunity to have more contacts
with the people and provide them with more
services. He further pointed to violent
protests held earlier thisyear over price
hikes and said his colleagues performed well

“Today, the people’s securityisaredline ofthe
Policeand the Armed Forces,” the commander
said, adding, “We would not compromise on
ortrifle with (theissue of security) ...”
Duringlate December and early January,
peaceful protests over rising prices and
economicproblemsbroke outinsome Iranian
cities, but the unauthorized gatherings
turned violentafteranumber of opportunists,
some of them armed, vandalized public
property and launched attacks on police
stationsand governmentbuildings.

Iranian security officials say they have hard
evidence thatthe protests were directed
fromabroad.

They say manyriotersarrested in the unrest
have been trained by the MKO or had links
with Takfiriterroristgroups.

AR5 T h P Y
Following the unrest, people held several
demonstrations across the country to
condemn the violent riots and acts of
vandalism, and voice support for the Islamic
Republic’s Establishment.

[ranian officials maintain that people have
therightto stage protests to express their
opinions aslongasrallies comply with the

legal conditions.
J
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Missing Interpol Chief Detained in
Chinafor Questioning: Report
Interpol PresidentMeng Hongweihasbeen detainedin
Chinaforquestioningaspartofaninvestigationagainst
him,amediareportsaid Saturday, a day after he was
reported missingin his native country.Meng, 64, the
firstChinesehead ofthe internationallaw enforcement
agency headquarteredin France, was "takenaway" for
questioning by discipline authorities "assoonas he
landed in China" last week, Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post quoted a source as saying.Ilt was
notimmediately clear why heisbeinginvestigated or
exactlywhereheisbeingheld.Meng, whoisalsoavice-
ministeratChina's Ministry of Public Security,isunder
investigationin China, the Postreported amid mystery
surroundinghisdisappearance after hiswifereportedto
the French police thathe had gone missing.The French
policesaid on Friday thattheyhavelaunchedaprobe for
Mengafter being contacted by his wife.Interpol, which
isbasedin Lyon, said on Friday thatit was aware of
reportsofMeng's "alleged disappearance” and thatthe
issuewasamatter fortherelevantauthoritiesin France
and China.Mengwaslastseenin France on September
29,accordingtoreports from France.So far neither the
publicsecurity ministry nor the foreign ministry in
Chinahascommented.Under China's supervisionlaw,
asuspect's familyand employer mustbe notified within
24 hours of detention, exceptin cases where doing so
would hinderaninvestigation.Itappears Meng's wife
wasnotinformed.

EUmusttake concrete actiontoend

Saudi waron Yemen

The European Union should take concrete action to put
anend to Saudi Arabia’s military aggression against
Yemen, says anacademic,adding that condemnation
alone cannotsave thelives of Yemenipeople.

The comments came after the European Parliament
called forimposingan arms embargo on Saudi Arabia
because of its deadly war on Yemen.“The solution has
tobedirectactionagainstthe governmentsbackingthe
Saudiinvasion. The UKand the USisdirectlyinvolvedin
thebombing campaign, we have bombs madeinthe US
falling on children in Yemen, we have bombs made in
France and weapons madein Britainbeingused and as
thisgoesonitisahypocrisy forthe EUtoreally takethese
posturesIthink. They need to be much more effective
andweneed tobeaware thatthesekind of gestures have
happened manytimesbefore,” Kenneth Fero, lecturerat
Coventry University saidinaninterview.

EU'sJunckerdefends Iran nuclear
deal despite US sanctions

The European Union should remain strong on its
commitmentto the Irannuclear dealand notbe swayed
byachangein policy fromthe United States, the head of
the European Commissionsaidinaspeech Friday.
Jean-Claude Juncker gave an address atthe Austrian
Parliament where he said the EU should defend its
participationinthe historic pact-which saw Tehran
trade-in its nuclear program for less restrictive
international sanctions - so that Europeanbusinesses
were not affected by fresh US sanctions drawn up
after President Donald Trump's decision to scrap his
country'sinvolvementinthe 2015 deal.

Europeans haveresorted to the implementation of
the ‘Blocking Statute’ in order to protect European
companies cooperating with Iran to counter US
sanctionsimposed onIran.Also, Brusselsissettolaunch
anewmechanismto continuelegal banking exchanges
with the Islamic Republicof Iran against Washington’s
financial sanctions.

S Arabia to Survive ‘2,000 Years’ without US, Crown Prince Tells Trump

Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin
Salman said Saudi Arabia could survive
for2,000yearsonitsownand withoutthe
supportofthe US.

“...if you look at the United States of
America, when for example they wanted
to free the slaves. What was the price?
Civil war. Itdivided America for a few
years. Thousands, tens of thousands
of people died to win freedom for the
slaves,” Bin Salman told Bloomberg,ina
wide-ranginginterview published Friday.
“Here we are trying to get rid of
extremism and terrorism without civil

report

war, without stopping the country from
growing, with continuous progressin
all elements,” the crown prince claimed.
“Soifthereisasmall priceinthatarea,it’s
better than payingabigdebtto do that
move.”

Bin Salman brushed off US President
Donald Trump’s humiliating comments
about Saudi Arabia perishing within
two weeks without American support,
claiming that his kingdom existed
decades before the US and will need
“somethinglike around 2,000 years to
maybe face some dangers.”

“Actually, we will pay nothing for our
security,” the prince firmly stated,
explainingthatsince Trump’s statements
were clearly addressed to a domestic
audience he did notfind them offensive.
“We believe thatall thearmaments we
have from the United States of America
are paid for, it’'s notfree armament,” he
reiterated.

Explaining that, after Trump became
US president, Saudi Arabia has already
agreedto procurenearly 60 percentofits
arms from Washington, he emphasized
thatRiyadh owesnothing extrabecause

always pays
forweaponssuppliesin cash.
“Ilove working with him. I really like
working with him,” bin Salman said of
Trump, calling his comments a “one
percent” disagreementbetweenallies.
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Tehran to host firstintl. off-road,

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization (ICHHTO)
issettohold Off-road, Camping, Adventure and Related Industries

According to ICHHTO’s website, the five-day event will commence at the
iconic Milad Tower innorth of Tehran on Oct. 15 and will last through Oct.

The move comesas ICHHTO sectors, especially tourism, are receiving special

Enthusiasts can visit the website at www.ichto.ir for details about the event and for
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In Isfahan From Safavid EraTo
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CALLTOPRAYERTIME IN ISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer:

NewYork.

Trump:; zarif

The US is not a reliable
negotiating partner and
Iran is not actually eager
to negotiate with that
country, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid
inaninterview with Qatar-
based AlJazeeranetworkin

'We're not actually eager
tomeetwith [US President
Trump] because the United

04:41:19 States is not a reliable
Nooncalltoprayer: negotiatingpartner; Zariftold
Ay UpFronthostMehdiHasan.
11:5110 Elsewhereintheinterview
Eveningcalltoprayer: which was released on
17:58:15 Friday, Zarifreferred to US

withdrawal from the Joint
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Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA),adding 'The
nuclear dealis the bestthe
United States can get, and
it'sthebestIran canget,and
it'sthebesttheinternational

"Theywerealwayssayingthat

Isfahan and Florence meet each other

for twentieth time

The 20th annual meeting of Isfahan and Flor-

ence, sister cities, held on Thursday. The sister-
hood agreement of this twins concluded during
thetrip of Lamberto Dini, the foreign minister of ltaly with his

political corpsin1998.

Duringthe meeting Alireza Jafari-Zand, anarchaeologist,
Referredtotheroleand theinfluence of differentnations
on culture and said "What we can take advantage ofin the
modernworldisthe culturalinteractionsand thelanguage
of culture thathasasignificantrolein communicationsand
the developments ofhuman knowledge."

Sayingthatone ofthe mostimportant features of Italian
peopleistheir connection with the Persianlanguage,
headded, "Intheresearch conducted about the works
of Hakim Abolghasem Ferdowsi by Italian people, their
connection with the Persianlanguageis obvious, evena
fewyearsago,asquarein Rome, the capital of Italy, was
called Ferdowsi."

Pointing to this fact thatthe relationship between Iran
and Italyin Safavid eraisone ofthe prominent casesofthe
cultural interactions, an Iranologist, Mohammad Hassan
Riahisaid, "Flourishing the relationship between Isfahan
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and Italy was amazing due to the transference of the ex-
capital toIsfahanin Safavid era."

"Florence has a harmonious and homogeneous
architecture;itisinterestingto hear thatsome buildings
have been built with atime interval of 700 years. You
should know thatall of buildingsin Italy are constructed
accordingto one standard principle. Butin the historical
city of Isfahan thatdatesbackatleastto Achaemenid era,
thereisnoharmony,and we are faced with the cluttered
architecture; but constructing Chaharbagh pavementwas
one ofthe positive steps taken in thisregard.

\ -_—

Isfahan municipality interacts with World
Bank to solve environmental problems

"Isfahan municipality has negotiated with dif-

ferentinternational organizations and institu-
tions to take advantage of their experiences
and knowledge to solve the environmental problems," the

mayor of Isfahan said.

"Air pollution is very important matter, so Isfahan
municipality tries to provide a safe and healthy
environment for citizens to have a peaceful life by using
the fundamental strategies,” Ghodratollah Nowrouzi said.
"Atmosphericand acoustic pollution threatensIsfahan; so
far,we have interacted with all related departmentsand
organizations of Isfahan and Tehran provinces toreduce
the pollutants,” headded.

"The mostimportant measures which have been taken
by Isfahan municipality to reduce the pollutants are
developingthe public transport network, enhancing
the publictransportservices, strengthening the subway
infrastructures, recommending people to use their cars
less thanbefore, filtering the factoriesaround Isfahan and
observingthe environmentalissues,” he noted.

Sayingthatthe municipality tries toreceive the technical

assistance and necessary knowledge from international
environmental organizations such asthe World Bank, he
said, "The municipality has focused on this subjectto make
the environmental pollution more tangible forall people.”
Referring to establishing the Air Quality Monitoring
Stationsin Isfahan, Nowrouzisaid, "Nine stations are
active throughoutthe city to monitor air and sound;
Improvingthe stationsis onthe agendato provide us with
higlhlyaccuratedata.”

U.S. actively considering waivers
on Iranoil sanctions; report

Foreign tourists visiting Iran up %51 in Sep.

Thehead ofIran's Cultural Heritage, Handicraftsand Tourism
Organization (ICHHTO) says the number of foreign tourists
visiting the country surged %51 in the first sixmonths of the
currentfiscal year (started on March 21) in comparison with
similar periodlastyear.

Accordingto Ali Asghar Mounesan, the surge comes despite
the decline in the number ofinbound touristsin first six
months ofthe pastyear.

Datareleased by ICHHTO, shows that 2,619,310 foreign
tourists entered the country in the firsthalf oflast year, down

from2,701,859 theyear before.

However, lastyear’s collective number of tourists shows a
slightgrowth. Atotal of 5,113,524 foreign tourists traveled
tolraninthelastlranianyear,showinga%4.33 increase year
onyear.

Implicating the depreciation of the rial’s value to dollar, the
official noted thatIran hasbecome a considerably cheap
destination for foreign visitors.

Therefore, the growth in tourismis expected torise through
the currentyear, Mounesanadded.

China strategist slams Trump's 'outdated imperialist

[ o
thinking'
US President Donald Trump possesses an 'outdated
imperialistthinking' which willlead to US's eventual decline,
aChinesemilitary strategistsaid.
Trump's out-dated imperialist thinking putsthe USand the
worldinhotwater, Qiao Liang, who co-wrote 'Unrestricted
Warfare' with Steve Bannon, told the South China Morning
Poston Saturday.
The expertonstrategicmilitary affairs was of the opinion that
the United States has falleninto decline due to the problems
ithas created.
He sharply criticized Trump and said through stupid and
imperialistthinking, the US presidenthas made efforts to
wage atrade war against China.
The US “is declining because they have so many problems,

whichwere all created by themselves, butthey putthe blame
on China', Qiao further told the Hong Kong English-language
newspaper.

Qiao argued by provocative actions and some emotional
tricks, Trump seeks to ally US Republicans with him to win
the mid-term elections, and the trade war with Chinais part
ofthescenario.

The Chinese strategistsaid, inabid to remain the world's
only superpower, the United Statesis trying to contain China
through atrade war and hiking tariffs on Chinese goods.
AccordingtoBannon, 'Unrestricted Warfare' was published
in 1999 and anumber of experts who have been closely
involved with the situation in the United States and China
have contributed toit.

UN concerned over India’s deportation of Rohingya to Myanmar

The UNrefugee agency (UNHCR) has expressed deep concern
overthefate of seven RohingyaMuslimmendeported fromIndia
toMyanmar despitewarningsthey could face persecutionintheir
country of origin.

Indiadeported seven Rohingya Muslim refugees, who had
beenincarcerated since 2012 forillegal entry, to Myanmar on
Thursday. "UNHCR continues to seek clarification from the
(Indian) authorities on the circumstances under which these
individuals werereturned to Myanmar," spokesman Andrej
Mahecictoldreportersin Geneva.He added thatthe UNagency
was "concerned thatthey did nothaveaccesstolegal counsel,
werenotgiventhe chancetoaccessasylumprocessingand have
theirclaimsassessedinIndia."

Beforetheirdeportation, the UN denounced the forcible return
ofthe Rohingyaasaviolation ofinternational law, slamming
New Delhiforignoringthe danger they faced in their country
of origin.Myanmar’s Rakhine hasbeen the scene of communal
violencesince 2012. Many Muslims have beenkilled while tens
ofthousandshave been forced to flee asaresultofattacks by
Buddhists. The refugeeslargelylivein campsindire conditions.
Lastyear,Myanmar’sarmed forces,backed by Buddhistextremist
mobs,launchedastate-sponsored crackdown campaignagainst
RohingyaMuslimsin Rakhine, usingaseriesofattacksonmilitary

posts by gunmen they linked to Rohingya as a pretext.The
crackdown, describedby UNrightsofficialsasatextbookexample
of ethnic cleansing, forced over 700,000 Rohingya to flee to
neighboring Bangladesh, wheretheyare campedinovercrowded
refugee centersindireliving conditions.

Accordingto Press TV, Rohingya Muslims, who havelived in
Rakhine State for many generations, are denied citizenship
and branded illegal immigrants who hail from Bangladesh,
by Myanmarese officials.Lastyear, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Hindu nationalist government ordered to deportthe
Rohingya, whom New Delhidescribed asasecurity threat. An
estimated 40,000 RohingyaliveinIndiaafterhavingfled violence
inRakhine. The Supreme Courtishearingacase challengingthe
orderasunconstitutional.Mahecichad noinformation onthe
whereabouts ofthose deported to Myanmar, noting "Current
conditionsin Myanmar's Rakhine state are not conducive for
safe, dignified and sustainable return of stateless Rohingya
refugees."UNHCR aid workers on Friday began to assess
conditions in three Rakhine townships, followingalimited
assessmentlastmonthin 23 villageswhere they found that "the
Muslim communities are notallowed to move freely", Mahecic
said."Fearand mistrustarethe prevalentsentimentstherenow,"
headded.
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