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NEWS

Central Bank of Iraq
underlines solving
bankingissues with Iran

Governor of Iraq's Central bank Mustafa
Ghalib Mukheefinameeting with his Iranian
counterpart Abdolnasser Hemmati stressed
resolve to settle banking issues with Iran
and said Iraq will soon adopt necessary
mechanisms.Ghalib Mukheefstressed that
Iraqistryingto continue banking cooperation
with Iran and to take advantage of Tehran's
cooperation in financial and banking fields.
There are some mechanisms for helping
reinforce bankingand monetary cooperation
between two countries and solving problems,
hesaid.TheIraqisenior official further said that
hehasproposed formingajointcommittee with
participation of both countries' banking and
financial officials with the aim of working out
solutions for the existingissues.Hemmati, for
his part, expressed hope thatthe complicated
bankingissues between two countries will
be solved soon.Tehran attaches importance
to developing cooperation with Baghdad
more than ever,he added.Hemmati headinga
delegation arrived in Baghdad on Monday to
confer with Iraqi officials and Prime Minister
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi.

North Khorasan prov-
ince exports over $34m
of goods

North Khorasan Province exported 141 tons
of goods with avalue of $34.3 million in the
pastsix months of the Iranian calendar year
(started March 21,2020), a provincial official
said on Monday.Deputy Director for trade and
development affairs of Industry, Mine and
Trade Organization of North Khorasan Province
Amin Qorbanitold IRNA thatmostofthe goods
were exported to Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iraq,
Georgia, and Albania.

Qorbanisaid thatthe value and the weight of
the exporthaveincreased by 33.7%and 23.7%
respectively compared to the same period last
year.He said thatin the same period 2,600 tons
of goods with the value of $22.4 million has
beenimported to the province, which show
anincrease of 60% and 13% respectively in
terms of value and weight.Qorbani added
thatproductionline machinery have been the
biggestimportofthe province.He said that
with 400 industrial and manufacturing units,
North Khorasan stands 10thamongIran’s 31
provinces.

Refinery at South Pars
produces 40,000 bpd

gas condensate

Operatorof 11threfineryatPhase 13 of South
Pars Gas Field, the world’s largest gas field
in southern Iran, produces 40,000 bpd gas
condensate.Therefinerywhichisafully Iranian-
made will start operation soon, Mohammad
Saeedian hasannounced on Monday.Based on
the planning, the refinery should produce 50
million cubicmeters of gasaday, while the figure
is currently over 35 million cubic meters, the
official said.Iran's gas exports have increased
after growth made in production ofgasin South
Pars.

Iran currently exports an average of 80 million
cubicmeters gasaday.
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Chabahar Port and Iran-India

Interface

Iran-Indiaeconomiclinkageshavebeenimpacted

significantly,eversincethe withdrawal ofthe US

fromJCPOA (the formalname of Irannuclear

deal—the]ointComprehensive Plan of Action)
in2018.

The impact

%J/Vi on economic

relationship
ISFAHAN between New
NEWS

Delhi and Tehran
NEWS was even more
_EEEM  pronounced, after

Indiastopped purchasing
oil from Tehranin2019.
The US had ended the
sanctions waiver that
had allowed India,and a
numberofother countries,
to import oil from Iran,
readsanarticle published
in Moderndiplomacy.eu.
Thefulltextfollows:

In 2018-19, bilateral
trade between Indiaand
Iran was estimated at
over $17 billion (mineral
oil and fuel imports
accounted forasignificant
percentage of the sum).
In2019-20, during April-
November, bilateral
trade was estimated at
$3.5billion. There was a
significantdropinlran’s
importsto India, owingto
the reduction of Iranian
petroleumimportsbyIndia
tozero.2019 witnessed a
downward trajectory as
far as New Delhi-Tehran
ties were concerned,
with Iran expressing its
disappointmentwith New
Delhifornottakingafirm
stanceagainstWashington
DC.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
in 2019 while making
the above point in an
interaction with Indian
journalistsalsostated that
‘ifyou can’tliftoil fromus,
we won't be able to buy
Indianrice’

The UShas exempted the
strategically important

Chabahar Port project,

India’s gateway to
Afghanistan, from
sanctions.

The port was earlier
touted by many, as India’s
counter to Gwadar Port
in Balochistan Province,
Pakistan, which is at a
distance of 70 kilometers

and an important
componentofthe China-
Pakistan Economic

Corridor. The government
of India had taken over
phase 1 of Shahid Beheshti
Port in December 2018
whereby,accordingto an
agreement, India was to
operate two berths within
phase 1 oftheproject.
During the Covid-19
pandemic, India had
used Chabahar Port to
deliverreliefmaterials to
Afghanistan.

After India’s decision to
stop the purchase of oil
fromIranand the souring
of ties between both
countries, Iran had given
indicators that it was
keento get Pakistan (Iran
had proposed to connect
Chabahar Port with
Gwadar Port) and China
onboard.

Iranhad also complained
thatprogresson Chabahar
Portwasslow,duetoIndia’s
cautious attitude toward

Solution: NO 604

—

the project,asaresult of
USpressure,and delaysin
funding.
Intheaftermathofthelran-
China25-yearagreement,
India has been paying
greater attention to ties
withIraningeneral,and
the Chabahar Project in
particular;a pointstrongly
reiterated by the back-
to-back visits of India’s
Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, to
Tehranrespectively.
Connectivity, economic
linkages and issues
of regional security,
specifically Afghanistan,
were discussed during
both visits.There were
reports that India had
been elbowed out of the
Chabahar-Zahedan rail
project, an important
component of Chabahar
project. Iran has
categorically dismissed
thisclaim.While the India-
Iranrelationshipis often
viewed from the prism
of Chabahar Portand oil,
Iran also accounts for a
large percentage of India’s
basmati (an aromatic
long grainrice) exports:
34%. There is likely to
be a dip this year, due to
sanctions, and Iran is
already substitutingIndian

basmati with Pakistani
basmati.

The north Indian states
of Punjab and Haryana
accountfor75% ofbasmati
exports. Indian basmati
exporters and growers
have expressed their
concernover thelikely fall
inexportstolran.
TheimpactofUSsanctions
on Iran’s economic ties
with India, with basmati
exportsbeinganimportant
example, reiteratethe point
thatlran-Indiatiesare far
deeperand multifaceted
thanisoftenperceived.
While the thrust is
on connectivity and
geopolitics,economiclinks
are often overlooked.Itis
important for New Delhi
to seek the views of all
domesticstakeholdersas
faraseconomicties with
Iranare concerned.

New Delhishouldalsotake
acuefromthe UK, France
and Germany, alsoreferred
to as E3, which setup a
special purpose vehicle,
known as Instrument
in Support of Trade
Exchanges (INSTEX), in
2019, to circumvent
US sanctions. During
the Covid-19 pandemic,
INSTEX was used to
providereliefmaterialsto
Iran.
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Callfor
Expanding CNG
Use

Retrofitting vehicles,
especially vans, with
compressed natural gas
cansubstantially cut fuel
costs, head of the CNG
Department of state-
run National Iranian Oil
Products Distribution
Company said.A van
usesatleast 750 liters of
gasoline per month that
costs 19millionrials ($64).
CNG (750 cubic meters/
month) costs 3.8 million
rials ($12) and helpssave
$52”Mohammad Hossein
Baqeri was quoted as
sayingby IRNA.

Each cubicmeter of CNG
is sold for 5,000 rials
(1.6 cents) and aliter of
subsidized gasoline costs
15,000rials (5 cents) and
non-subsidized fuel 30,000
rials (10 cents).
Aspera2019directive of
the National Iranian 0Oil
Products Distribution
Companytosellgasolineat
tworates,non-hybrid vans
areentitled to 250liters of
subsidized fuel amonth.
According to the official,
thereare2.4millionvansof
which 1.3 millionarenon-
hybrid.
CNGisalmostfive times
cheaperthanunsubsidized
gasoline.Common sense
and economic wisdom
demand a collective shift
to the cost-effective fuel,
the NIOPDC official said.
Thereare 200 conversion
centers that canretrofit
20,000vehiclesto CNGper
day.

Referring domestic
production of hybrid
cars, he said up until the
recent pastautomakers
manufactured half a
millionhybrid CNGengines
ayear “butnow thathas
declined to 40,000"
Bagerisaid ofthe total 19
millionvehiclesinlran, five
million plus have hybrid
CNGenginesaccounting
for 20% of overall CNG
consumption.Iran has
the capacity to produce
40 million cubic meters
of CNG per day.Surging

Hormozgan Western Hormozgan Ports Consumption
. and Maritime Directorate, CNG consumption shot
western ports said both non-oil goods up by 10 million cubic
throughput top and petroleum products meters a day in August
2mtonsin six had almostthe same share and September compared
(1.09 million tons each) of to March and February.
months - the throughputin the six- Use of the fuel plunged to
More than 2.1.8-m11110n month period. 10 mcm/d in March and
tons ofcommodltlesyvere He added that the non-oil February duetoclosedown
loadedandunloadedinthe ¢y orts mostly include measures to control the

western ports of southern
Hormozgan province in
the firsthalf of the current
fiscal (started on March
20),asenior official said on
Monday.

Ghasem Askarinasab,
the director-general of

fruitsand vegetables, dried
fruit, mineralsand building
materials.“Some 6,556
TEU containers have been
transported through the
western ports,indicatinga
662% year-on-yearjump,’
headded.

coronavirus pandemic.
Sales of the cheap and
environmentally-friendly
alternative fuel doubled
in Augustand September
reachingthesamevolume
beforethe plaguestruck.
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Envoy
Dismisses
TAEA Chief’s
Commentson
Iran Nuclear
Program

Iran's permanent
representative
to international
organizations in
Vienna slammed
as ‘non-relevant’
the terms that
director general of
the International
Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) has
used for commenting
on Tehran’snuclear
program.
Inaposton Twitter
on Sunday, Kazem
Gharibabadi said,
“Drawing self-
made criteria such
as ‘breakout’ and
‘significantquantity’
for countries which
are enriching
uranium under the
IAEA'ssurveillanceis
nonrelevantand has
nostatusinthe [AEA
legaldocuments.”
His tweet came
after IAEA chief
Rafael Grossisaidin
an interview with
Die Presse, “In the

Twitter Flags Trump’s
Tweetabout COVID-19
as ‘Potentially Harmful
Information’

Twitter flagged one of US President Donald Trump’s tweets
for spreading misinformation on Sunday after he claimed he
was immune from the coronavirus.

“Atotal and complete sign off from White House Doctors
yesterday. ThatmeansIcan’tgetit (immune),and can’tgive
it. Very nice to know!!!” Trump tweeted on Sunday, shortly

Ayatollah Khamenei Highlights Importance

of Security

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah

Seyed Ali Khamenei described security asa

vital element, commendingthe Iranian Armed

Forces for ensuring security in the country.

=

Imam Khamenei, the
Commander-in-Chief
ofthelranian Armed

N E W S Forces, delivered

NEWS a speech during a
_EEZM  videoconference
with the military
commandersand certain

military units attending

the joint graduation

ISFAHAN

ceremony for the thecountry,andpraised

aftera Fox Newsinterview inwhich heannounced the same
thingmultiple times.Twitter later flagged the tweetand added
adisclaimer, butleftit published because it “maybe in the
public’sinterest” forittoremainaccessible, RT reported. The
US president’s physician announced on Saturday that Trump
isnolongeratrisk of transmitting the virus to others. Critics
have questioned when hislast COVID-19 test was, though,
since he was released from Walter Reed Medical Center
on Monday.The science behind being immune to the virus
afterrecoveringisnotclear. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) have reported no person has gotten
reinfected with the virus within three months of an initial
recovery. Thisdoesnot mean they cannotlater be reinfected,

“Inadditionto ensuring aggressors like the US

however, and “additional
researchis ongoing.”
Some studies have
suggested, though, that
many who are infected
with COVID-19 are likely
to develop antibodies
againstthevirus.

In his Fox interview
on Sunday, Trump did
acknowledge that he does not
know forhowlonghe maybe “immune”
to COVID-19.

NEWS

Iran Keen for CloserTies
with Spain

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani voiced the
country’swillingness to promote relations with
Spaininallfields onthebasis of mutual respect.

In separate congratulatory messagesto Spain’s
KingPhilip VIand Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
onthenational day of the European country,
the Iranian presidenthoped thatjoint efforts
by Tehran and Madrid would strengthen the
friendship between the twonations, helpremove
theobstacles,enhancetherelationsinallfields,and
promotetheirinternational cooperation.

Inthe message to the king of Spain, Rouhanisaid
Iranand Spain enjoy closeand historical relations
thatprovideabasisfor friendshipbetween thetwo
nationsandstrongerbondsin future.
Healsosaidinthe message to the Spanish prime

IAEAwe donottalk
about breakout
time. Welook atthe
significant quantity,
theminimumamount
ofenriched uranium
orplutoniumneeded
to make an atomic
bomb.Irandoesnot

have this significant
quantity at the
moment.”

The [ranian

ambassador asked
if Grossi can tell
“whatisthe number
of SQ for N5 (five
countries possessing
nuclear weapons)
and NNWSs (non-
nuclear-weapon
states) such as
the Netherlands,
Germany, Japan,
Brazil and
Argentina?”

“Better not to
measuretheactivities
under Safeguardsin
this way! Weapon/
civilian grade
material may be a
better definition,”
Gharibabadiadded.
“Therearemorethan
1,300 tons of HEU
(highly  enriched
uranium) and 300
tons of Plutonium
in the world and
accordingto the SIR
2019, total SQ also
amountsto216448(8
pctmoresince 2015).
What a dangerous
world we are living
in?!"headded.

cadets studying in the
academies ofthe Islamic
Republicoflran's Armed
Forces.

The event was held on
Monday atImam Ali (AS)
Officer’s Academy with
only a number of the
exemplary units from
Iran’s Army, the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), and Police in
attendance, considering
the coronavirus
restrictions.

In the speech, Ayatollah
Khamenei described
security asamajorvalue
and a vital element in

the young cadets for
ensuring the country’s
security by enrolling in
military universities.
“Studying in  the
academies ofour Armed
Forcesisone ofthe most
noble and valuable
acts. Why? Because the
Armed Forces ensure
the country’s security.
Security is a vital
element. Withoutit, all
otherimportantvalues
such as education,
justice, welfare and the
like are disrupted,” the
Leadersaid, Khamenei.ir
reported.

security, our Armed
Forces carry out other
important tasks in
serving the nation, both
infrastructural and in
the health services. In
the case of COVID-19, the
Armed Forces have truly
come forward,” Ayatollah
Khameneistated.

The Leaderalso said that
Iran’s national strength
is based upon three
pillars, namely economic
stability, cultural
consolidation and
consistency,and defense
power. “If nations do
nothave defense power,

and others won’tleave
them at ease. You can
see how today some
countriesare attacked.
“Attimes enemy conceals
its military threatto take
by surprise, attimes it
exaggerates its threat
10times overtoscareits
target. One should see
athreatinitstruesize.
We must also identify
and strengthen our own
potentials,” Ayatollah
Khamenei emphasized,
citing a verse from the
holy Quran that says
“prepare against them
whatforceyoucan.”

Iran Condemns US
Sanctions on Medical,

Humanitarian Supplies
TheIranian]Judiciary’s High Council for
Human Rights condemned the recentUS
sanctions on Iranian banks, saying the
restrictions are harming the health of
peoplebylimiting the country’saccess
to medicine and other humanitarian
supplies.

“Enforcement and intensification of
unjust, illegal and inhuman sanctions by
the USregime and theirimplementation
by certain European countries... have
not only caused problems for Iran’s
normal economic, financial and banking
relations, but also made purchase of
drugs, diagnostickits, and laboratory
equipment practically impossible
amid difficult conditions caused by the
coronavirus pandemic,” the Judiciary’s
High Council for Human Rights saidina
statementon Sunday.

“The USregime had already embarked
oncommitting ‘crime againsthumanity’
through its unilateral withdrawal from
the JCPOA and imposing toughest
sanctionsagainstthe Iranian nation,” it
added.

“Mostrecently, through imposition of
illegal sanctions on Iran’s semi-public
and private banks with the goal of creating
obstacles onthe way ofaccess to food and
medicine and humanitarian equipment,
(theUS) hasopened anew chapterinits
records of crimes againsthumanity while
demonstrating the acme of its vile nature
and hostility toward the Iranian nation,”
the statementnoted, Press TVreported.
“Imposing sanctions on these banks,
which provided remarkable services
for obtaining humanitarian aid as well
asprocurement of food and medicine,
has clearly encroached on people’sright
tomedicine and food, whichisanother
instance of violation ofhumanrights and
internationallaw,” itadded.

Iran’s High Council for Human Rights
further said despite the US claims that
humanitarian affairs are not covered
by sanctions, blocking financial
transactions between Iran and the world
has practically obstructed importation of
humanitarianarticles and drugs used to
treatpeople withserious diseases.
“Theseare only afew examples ofhowthe
USregime’sbrutal and criminal sanctions
have affected the Iranian nation’s basic
andinviolablerights. Asattested to by the
American officials’ remarks, measures
taken by the law-breaking regime of
America have clearly taken aim at
the health andlives of people and are
considered 'crime againsthumanity',” the
statementadded.

Iturged all freedom-seeking countries
andnationsacross the world, particularly
Western countries and human rights
bodies, to condemn the latest “criminal
act”bythe USadministrationinimposing
sanctionson 18 Iranianbanks.

Iran Deplores Violation
of Azerbaijan-Armenia

Ceasefire

Iran’s Foreign Ministry expressed regretatthe violation
ofaceasefire between the Republic of Azerbaijan and
Armeniainthe Nagorno-Karabakh fighting.
Inastatementreleased on Monday, Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh called on Baku and Yerevan
tohonorthe truce and avoid attacking civilians.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran deplores the violation of a
ceasefireannounced amid the recent clashes between
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Armenia,
calls on the two parties to exercise more self-restraint,
condemns the missile attacks on the vital infrastructures,

said.

theresidential areas of cities, and the killing of civilians,
and expresses sympathy with the bereaved families,” he

“The Islamic Republic of Iran once again calls on the two
sides toremain committed to the ceasefire and resume
their talks within the framework of the international
law, respectfor the territorial integrity of each other,and
evacuation ofthe occupied cities,” Khatibzadeh added.
The spokesman expressed Iran’s readiness to help
facilitate the negotiations for achieving permanentand
sustainable peace and solutionin the region.

Azerbaijan and Armenia have accused each other of
violating the terms of the ceasefire in the disputed
Nagorno-Karabakhregion brokered by Russialastweek.
While the ceasefire was supposed to halt fighting to allow
ethnic Armenian forcesin Nagorno-Karabakh and Azeri

minister, “Constructiveinteractionand expansion
ofrelations onthe basis of mutual respectand
interests with the friendly country Spain, asone
ofthe major European Union states,hasbeena
priority of the Islamic Republic of Iran over the
pastyears.”

Thenational day of Spain, known as the Fiesta
Nacional de Espana, is held on October 12
every year,commemorating the anniversary
of Christopher Columbus’ first arrival in the
Americas.

Iran notafter aborrowed
fragile security

Stating that security will be fragile if it is
borrowed, the Commander of the Iranian
Navy hailed Iran Army's efforts for relying on
indigenous knowledge to produce homegrown
defense equipment rather than being
dependent.

Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadiemphasized the
duty ofthe IRGC and the Army in maintaining
the security of the I[ranian nation in terms of
producing defense equipmentindigenously.
“Security will be fragileifitisborrowed” he told
Mehr News Agency on Monday and explained,
“If a country provides its security through
purchasingweapons and defense equipment
fromanother country, thiskind of security won't
be stable and permanentwhen the other party
refusestosell such equipment.”

Therefore, Iran Armed Force, specifically
Iran Navy attaches great importance on
relyingonindigenous knowledge to produce
its defense equipment, he said and added,
“NotonlyIran Army produces homegrown
defense equipment, butalso,undertheleader’s
guidelines, itis doingits besttoimprove this
equipmentinterms of quality and quantity.”
Elsewherein hisremarks, he said, “As the Iran
Navy hasachieved good resultsin the field of
vessels, planes and drones, therefore, by the
end of the currentyear, every few months, the
Iranian nation willhear good news aboutapiece
ofnewdefense equipment.”
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forces
to swap prisoners and

war dead, both sidesaccused each other of breaking
the truce within minutes afterittook effect on Saturday.




US sanctions aimat terminating Iran’s exports: Hatami
Referringtonew US sanctions, Iran's Minister of Defense Brigadier General Amir
Hataminoted that Washingtonis afraid of Iran’s exports.He made the remarks on
Sunday,addingthatself-sufficiencyisthe onlyoptionavailable for [ranin confronting
anenemy thatis doingwhateverin its power to create challenges for the Islamic
Republic.“While other nations have easy access to medicine, technology, and financial
resources, the enemies have deprived our nation of the mostbasicitems, which are the
inalienablerightofthepeople,"hesaid.ReferringtorecentUS sanctions onIranianbanks, he maintained

20000 Rials

thattheenemyisafraid ofIran’sexportandisstruggling to terminate it. These remarks came as US Treasury
Departmentimposed new sanctionson 18Iranianbanksinahostile move on Thursday. US Secretary of State
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Mike Pompeoalso claimed that USmaximum pressure on the Islamic Republicwill continue until Iranreturns

2020, tothenegotiatingtable.
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Sanctions on Medical,
Humanitarian Iran'aerospacerank
Supplies firstin Islamic world
6 13inlIntllevel
CentralBankofIl'aq The head of Aerospace
lmdeltlines solving Research Institute
bankinei it announced that in the
al llngSllBSWlt 1 aerospace field, Iran
Iran ranks firstamong Islamic
countriesand 13thatthe
Reﬁnel'y atSouth Pars  internationallevel.
Referring to World Space
produces 40,000 bpd Weekwhichisheldannually,
gas condensate @ cvery October 4 to 10,

Fethullah Ommi noted,
“Some names suggested
fornamingSpace Daybythe
United States, Russia, and

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:45:50 Iranatthe United Nations,
Noon call to prayer: which eventually Iran's
11:49:27 suggestion of ‘World Space
Evening call to prayer: Week”hasbeenagreed.

17:50:15 Emphasizing that Iran’s

Aerospace Research
Institute is among the
top five national research
institutesand 20 top world
researchinstitutes, Ommi
added, “Iran ranks first
amongIslamiccountriesin
thefield ofaerospaceandin
thisregard,itranks 13thin
theworld”

WEATHER

High:22°c
Low:-1°c

Most Arabs Consider Israel, US as Main
Threats to'Their Security: Survey

turned to charities or the government for
aid, which the survey suggested showed
"traditional supportnetworksremain stronger
thaninstitutional frameworks".

The majority of those who said they earned
enough fortheirhouseholdslivein the Persian

Anew surveyrevealed thatthe majority of citizensin Arab

countries believe they donotearn enough for their family's

needs,accordingtoasurveyacross 13 countriesinthe Middle
Eastand North Africa.
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Ayatollah Khamenei Highlights
Importance of Security

Iran Govthas opted for cooperation with
neighboring states

strategic during the new Sultan on Oman
Haithambin Tariq Al Said.

If problemslike coronavirus pandemicand
sanctions did not create difficulties due to the
lockdown, Iran's cooperation with Omanwould
witness further development.

Regional countries have witnessed how

Fromthe outset of its formation four decades ago, the Islamic

RepublicofIran has attached greatimportance torelations

withits neighborsand ithas made efforts during those years

to develop cooperation with neighboring countries, the trade

exchangeinparticular.

A quarter of people surveyed said they lived
"inastate ofneed," while 46 percentsaid their
income wasjustenough to coverbasiccostsbut
notto save for emergencies.

The results from the annual Arab Opinion
Index come as many countries face serious
economic pressures from the COVID-19
pandemic, which has caused joblosses and
damaged smallbusinesses.

The UN's World Food Programme warned in
Septemberthateconomiesinthe Middle East
and North Africa would shrink, on average,
by 5.7 percent, while unemployment would
soar,with Jordan predicted to facea20 percent
spike.

Tunisia's employers' federation, UTICA,
reported thatthe countrylost 165,000 jobs
duringthe firstfew months of the pandemic.
Butaccording to the survey, half of families
already had to borrow to cover their needs,
either frombanks or from families and friends.
While 17 percentalso relied on family and
personal networks forassistance, 14 percent

Gulf, while the mostin-need regionincludes
Iraq, Lebanon, Jordanand Palestine.

The survey also looked at opinions on
governments normalizing relations with
Israel, akeyissuein publicdiscussions after
the United Arab Emiratesand Bahrainrecently
formalizedties.

Only six percentof people said they accepted
formal recognition of [srael by their home
countries,and half ofthem madeitconditional
onthe creation ofanindependent Palestinian
state.The highestrate of refusal to recognize
I[srael wasamongrespondentsin Algeriaat 99
percent, followed by those in Lebanon at 94
percent,and Tunisiaand Jordanat93 percent
each.InSaudiArabia, another country said to
be consideringrelations with Israel, only six
percentapproved ofadeal. Athird of peoplein
Saudi Arabia surveyed declined to comment,
afarlarger number than any other country
surveyed.

Meanwhile, 66 percent of Arab publicopinion
considersthatIsrael and the United Statesare
the two main threats to the security ofthe Arab
world.

Accordingtoremarks made by Morteza Rahimi
-former Iranian ambassador to Oman - and
published by official Iranian newspaper, Iran,
onMonday, Tehran's policy on development of
relationswithneighborshasbeen followed up by
the currentgovernmentmore seriously.
However, there has always been obstacles to
implementation of Iran's policy, particularly
when the country wanted to pursueiton the
Persian Gulfstateswhicharesouthernneighbors
ofran.

Many of those obstacles have been created
beyondthebordersandfarfromthegeographical
status, because the ultra-regional powershave
alwaysbeen pursuingtheirillegitimateinterests
throughrelationswithregional countries.
Those powerstrytointroduce Iran's capabilities
as something against the region and make
regional countries concerned about Iran's
progressandachievements.

[ran'spolicy ondevelopmentofcooperationwith
neighbors canbe easily seenin Tehran-Muscat
tiesinbotheconomicand politicalareas.

Even after demise of Omani Sultan Qaboos,
relationsbetween Tehranand Muscatremained

Iran supported the neighboring nationsand
governmentsin critical situationsand extended
hand offriendshiptothem.

ItwasIran which supported Qatar whenithad
been subjecttoblockade by the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Councilmemberstates.

Again, itwasIranwhichopeneditsdoorstothe
Kuwaiti people whenthey wereinvaded by the
thenlraqipresidentSaddamHusseinaboutthree
decadesago.

Iran'ssupporthasalsobeen extended to non-
Arabneighboring countriesincluding Turkey,
Pakistan, Afghanistanand others.
Iraneyestheserelationswithawin-winattitude
forlongstandingperiod.

Iran's regional policy has always focused
on convergence among the regional states,
developmentofcooperation, establishment of
sustainable security and promotion of welfare
ofthepeople.

Iran always urges the regional countries to
stand againstillegitimateinterests ofthe foreign
powers pursuing to sow discord among the
regional nationsand governmentsinlinewiththe
"Divideand Rule" strategy.

GreeceSlams
Turkey's Moveto Send
Research Shipto East

Mediterranean

TEHRAN (Tasnim) - Greece's foreign
ministrycondemned Turkey'sdecision
tosendaresearch shiptothe eastern
MediterraneanSeaasa"directthreatto
regional peaceandsecurity”,according
toanofficial statement.

The statement comes as Turkey
has announced thatit will send its

research ship Oruc Reis back to a
disputed Mediterraneangasfieldafter
itinitiallyreturnedto the country's
shores followingapolitical escalation
between Ankaraand Athens, Sputnik
reported.

OnSunday; the Turkishnavy confirmed
thatthe country would continue its
research activities in the area until
22 October,accordingtoinformation
shared through the NAVTEX alert
system.

"Thenew Turkish NAVTEX onsurveys
south ofKastellorizowithin the Greek

continental shelf,atadistance ofjust
6.5nautical miles from Greekshores,
isamajorescalation,” Greece's foreign
ministrysaid.

Lastweek, Greek Foreign Minister
Nikos Dendias metwith his Turkish
counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu in
Bratislavaasapartof GLOBSEC forum,
the firsthigh-profiles talks between
the two powers since the east Med
tensionsresumedbetween thetwothis
summer. Duringthe meeting, Turkey
committedtosettingadate fortalkson
exploratoryrightsinthearea.

WAzarbaijan
province, Iran's
chancetoenterglobal

market

Consul General of the Islamic
RepublicofIran in Erzurum called
the West Azarbaijan province as
the gateway of Iran to the global
marketand the only Iranian city
which sharesacommonborderwith
eastern Turkish provinces.
A meeting was held on Sunday to

discusstheboostingoftherelations
between West Azarbaijan province
and the eastern provinces of Turkey.
Thisjoint meeting held with the
presence of the Iranian Consul
General in Erzurum, the head of
the friendship group between the
Iranian and Turkish parliaments,
and the governor of Khoy County.

Inthis meeting, Sajjad Soltan Zadeh,
the Iranian Consul General in
Erzurumreferred to the common
border of West Azarbaijan with

some eastern provinces of Turkey
including Vanand Erzurum, adding,
“Thereforeitisagolden chance for
West Azarbaijan Provincetodevelop
its comprehensive relation with
these Turkish provinces."

Stating that eastern provinces of
Turkey enjoy unique capacities, he
noted, “AsIranisthe gateway Turkey
to Asian countries, therefore, West
Azerbaijan province can seize this
opportunity to help Iran and Turkey
inachievingcommontrade goals.”
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