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MostofTran's exports
go to Iraqi Kurdistan
region; official

“Mostoflran's exports go to the Iraqi Kurdistan
region, notthe central government, the Iranian
official told ILNA.

Speakingto ILNA news agency, the Spokesman
ofIranian Oil, Gas and Petrochemical Products
Exporters’ Union (OPEX) Seyed Hamid
Hosseinisays Iraq central governmenthasthe
refining capacity for 700,000 barrels of oil per
dayandithassetstandards ofeuro4 and>5 for
imports ofthe oil products butitisnotready to
purchase oil products from Iran due to the U.S.
sanctions.

The Iranian official said thatin the firsthalf of
the year, Iran’s exports to Iraq were around
$2.9bwhile the figure in the first five months of
theyearwasjust$560m butafter reopening of
borders, exportstoIraq were accelerated and
the figurerose significantly.

He added thatgasoline topped Iran’s exports
toIraqi Kurdistan and electricity, construction
materials, foodstuff, chemicals, petrochemicals
and industrial items were Iran’s other major
exportstolraq.

The Spokesman then elaborated why the major
partoflran’s exportsare to Iraqi Kurdistan
rather than the central government, saying
thatIraqoilministryis notready to buyIran oil
productsduetosanctionsanditbuysitsneeded
products from Indiaand Europe butthisyearit
hasdecreaseditsimports of oil products due to
the Coronavirus pandemicand currently the
central governmentoflraqhas daily refining
capacity of 700,000 and ithas set standards of
euro4and 5 forimported oil products.
Hosseiniadded thatsoIraqi KurdistanisIran’s
major customer,adding thatthe major exports
inthe pasttenyears have been destined to
Iraqi Kurdistan and the trade with the central
governmenthasbeeninsignificant.
HeaddedthatlIraqi Kurdistan hasits ownlaws
andregulations and regarding the sanctions,
ithasreceived some waivers and acts based
onthem. Hereiterated thatIraqi Kurdistan
doesnotusually banimports of goods butit
regulatesits trade policies with levying tariffs
and wheneveritdecidesto stopimportofsome
goods, itincreases the tariffsand itdoesnot
slapbanlike the central governmentoflIragq.
Hosseinireiterated thatthe gasoline whichis
produceinlIraniswith octaneratings of87 and
91, and itis the mosthigh quality gasoline in
theregion.

He said most of euro 4 gasoline produced
domestically and in Persian Gulf Star Refinery
isconsumed domestically,and one cannot find
gasolinewith suchaqualityintheregionandno
countrybutIndiaproduces gasoline with euro
4and 5 standards.
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scale"economic war"

AlthoughIran’soilindustryhasbeenunder

sanctions since the victory of the Islamic

Revolutionin 1979, the current US pressure

onlranisnotmeresanctions.Itcanberather

regardedasafull-scaleeconomicwarwhichaims

tofullystopthe country’soilexportsandaccessto

petrodollars.

Despite the long
record of oil
sanctions on
Iran, pressure on
the country’s oil

%

NEWS

EEE exports hasnever

been so much

tough and systematic.
President Hassan
Rouhani said on

Wednesday that what
happened over the
pastthree years was an
"economicwar".

He made the remarks
in reaction to some of
his critics who argue
that sanctions are not
something new and
Iran has always been
under pressure since the
triumph of the Islamic
Revolution.

In the past, [ran used to
beundersanctions, not
an"economicwar", the
president said, adding
thatatthose timesIran

sought a compromise
solution so that “both
the centrifuges and the
wheel of everyday life
of the people to turn
around” in an effort to
reduce the pressure of
sanctions which were
imposed onIran due to
the US hostility under
the guise ofthe so-called
concerns over Iran
civiliannuclear program.
To this end, the Iranian
governmentengaged in
marathon talks with six
world powers (the five
permanent members of

in exchange for lifting
ofall the international
sanctions on the country.
Few days after the
accord was signed, the
UN Security Council, in
aunanimousvote, lifted
allthe sanctionsimposed
onlran.

The nuclear deal and
thelifting of sanctions
helped Iran to regain
its oil marketsoon and
traditional customers of
the county beganbuying
oil from Iran so that the
country’s oil revenues
rose to $55.7 billion over

contrarytointernational
law, announced US
unilateral withdrawal
from Iran nuclear deal
which was signed by
his predecessor. In
total disregard of the
UN Security Council
Resolution 2231, Trump
atthesametimeimposed
unilateral sanctions on
Iran in a bid to slash
Iran’s oil revenues to
Zero.

Iranian Vice-President
Eshaq Jahangiri has
announced that Iran
which used to have

the US Security Council thefirstyear following some $100 billion of
wasabletoexportatleast . . . :
s : and Germany) whichled signature of the Joint oil revenues annually,
onemillion bpd of oil. . s
. toalandmark nuclear Comprehensive Planof exportedonly $8billion
Since he came to power . . . .
in 2013 President dealin2015underwhich Action. worth of oil last year
o Iran had to scaledown However,in2018,theUS due tothe USunilateral
Rouhani always . . . . :
its nuclear activities newpresident,inamove sanctions.
I ' l on Sunday thatthe country plansto officer oflran’s Thermal Power Plants
ransnnucicar increaseits nuclear power capacity Holding Company said.
W .t.y fromits current 1,000 megawattsto “Anestimated 313 billion kilowatt-
pO er capaCI t() 3,000 MW in future. hours of power was producedin2019,

be tripled: minister

Iranian Energy Minister announced

Inthisregard, the construction oftwo
new 1,000-megawatt-nuclear power
plantsisunderway in Bushehr, Reza
Ardakanian said.
The minister lamented thatlack of
therequired financial resources has
slowed down the procedure of such
constructions, however.
Almost 25 percentofthe electricity
producedinthelastfiscal (endedin
March 20,2020) was generated from
renewable sources, chiefexecutive

of which one-fourth or 80 billion
kWh was with the help of steam units
in combined cycle power plants,

hydropower stations, the Bushehr

Nuclear Power Plantand renewables,”
Mohsen Tarztalabwas quoted as saying
by Bargh News website.

Referring to the share of steam, he

year.

said it accounted for 42 billion
kWh and helped save 11 billion
cubic meters of natural gas in one
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Allflights of Tran-
Turkeyroute
cancelled: CAO

Iran Civil Aviation Organization
(CAO) on Sunday announced
that flights of all domestic
airlinesand Turkish Airlines
fromIslamicRepublicoflranto
Turkeywill be cancelled until
furthernotice.Onlyafewdays
aftertheresumption of flights
ofIranian airlines to Turkey,
flights on this route were
haltedagain, CAOadded.Inline
with combating coronavirus
pandemic,
domesticairlinesand Turkish

of

Airlines from Iran to Turkey
willbeabolished until further
notice, the announcement
reiterated.

Presently;airlines ofbothsides
can only do “Repatriation
Flight” and only empty flight
isdone by airlines of the two
countriesinordertoreturn
Iranian and Turkish citizens
due to the growing spread

COVID-19.Increasing

prevalence of coronavirus
disease and effortstoreduce
adverseeffectsofthe pandemic
have been cited as the main
all flights of reason behind cancellingthe
flights, CAOstated.

What's News

Rial gains
after'Trump’s
sickness hurts
re-election

chances

Iran’'s  rial  has
strengthened against
the US dollar in the
unofficial  market
mainlyonspeculations
that US President
Donald Trump’s
sickness could hurthis
re-election chances
in the next month’s
elections.

Currency traders in
downtown Tehran
were of the idea that
Trump’sinfection with
the coronavirus and
hispoorperformance
inafirst presidential
debateheld earlierthis
weekhad contributed
totherial'sgrowth.

US dollar dipped to
286,000 against the
rial later in the day,
down nearly five
percent compared to
Fridaywhenthelranian
currency hit a new
recordlow.
Accordingtoreports,
measures taken in
recent days by the
Central Bank of [ran
(CBI), including
removing a cap on
trade in a secondary
exchange market, had
alsoplayedaroleinthe
market.

Traderssaid therialwill
continuetofirmagainst
other currencies over
the next few days
although some said
Trump’s discharge
fromhospital,expected
on Monday, could
reversethetrend.
However, experts
believe thedollarcould
lose almosta third of
its value against the
rial  immediately
after a potential
loss for Trumpin the
November 3 election.
An official price of
42,000 for the rial
against the dollar
is still used by the
government to fund
importsofstaplesand
medicines. The price
hasnotchanged since
early 2018 when the
national currency
beganitsfallonnews of
the United Stateswould
leave a nuclear deal
with Iranandimpose
extensive sanctionson
thecountry.

Gold also fell sharply
on Sunday with
benchmarkgold coin
known as Bahar Azadi
droppingto135million
rials,down 10 percent
compared to Saturday.



and renounce violence, he
added and other parties
and leftist groups are
extremely concerned
aboutthethreats.

Willito said thatit's the
mostdangerous situation
Ihaveseeninallmylife since
the presidentof Eisenhower,
Ithinkviolentclashes following
elections will be likely to lead
the republic but will not become a major crisis for the
country.

raceisunderway pointing to the Conservatives' majority of
US Supreme CourtJustices, said that Trumpis trying to send
another person from Republican Party to the Supreme Court
to ensure thatthe majority will vote for him.

So, we will face a scenario where the loser of the election
remains the President, so the situation will go to streetfighting,
headded.Inresponse to the question aboutstrong political
and election tensionsin the US, this analystanswered that
Trump hasannounced thathe mayrejectthe electionresults
andnothand over the White House, in the opposite point, Joe
Biden saysthatsecurity and military forces would stepinand
sethim down.

Inthe meantime, racist groups say they will go to the streets

Notacceptingelection
results may lead to violence
AHAN in US: Analyst

The possibility of notaccepting the election results by the
current Presidentofthe US, maylead to conflictand violence
inthis countryand however, Americaisinits mostdangerous
political turn.

Philippe Willito saidinaninterviewwith IRNA on Monday that
Trump and his wife have undergone medical treatment for
contamination to Covid-19. He said thatthe US presidential

ISFAHAN
NEWS

UAE, Saudi
Arabia's cyber
plots against
Arab states
revealed
AlJazeerachannel
broadcasted a
documentary
which revealed
that UAE and Saudi
Arabia have used
theirresources to
escalate tensions
and promote lies
onsocial networks
againstsome Arab
countries and
Turkey.

Al-Jazeera channel
broadcasted a
documentaryabout
some provocative
moves of UAE
and Saudi Arabia
againstsome Arab
countries which
caused many
controversies
in social media,
Alquds  Alarabi
reported.

The documentary
revealed that UAE
and Saudi Arabia
used resources of
their countries in
order to promote
lies, especially on
social networks
againstanumber of
Arab countriesand
Turkey.
Inthisregard, Abu
Dhabi hasused all
its resources to
targetQatar, Turkey;,
Kuwait, Oman,
Algeria, Jordanand
etc.in cyberspace
andsocialnetworks
to create crisesand
tensions in these
countries.

The documentary
also showed
that the UAE has
launched a virtual
projectcalled "Arab
Intelligence" to
escalate tensions
insome countries
through spreading
lies.

Some false news
about the coup in
Qatarhasalsobeen
spread by some fake
accounts in Riyadh
and Abu Dhabi
through sharing
manipulated
imagesandvideos.
The Al Jazeera
documentary
revealed that
the UAE has
used espionage
programs such as
Zionist-backed
programs, to target
Qatar and other
Arab countries,
including Morocco,
Oman, Jordan,
Mauritania, Sudan,
and Algeria.

Iranian professorin Tehran University and

experton Palestineissue said that the Israeli

regimeisaimingescalation oftension between

Iranand Turkeyin Karabakh conflict.

=

Speakingto IRNA, Hadi
Borhani commented
on Israeli footprint in
N E W s Karabakh conflict, saying
NEWS its aim is to follow up
—m Zionism'sideology which
establishing  Jewish
governmentin Palestine.
Israelwillhavenomercyonany
countryeventhe United States,
hesaid.
When the Zionists felt
threatened by USS Liberty,
theybombarded the US navy
technicalresearchship.
Relying on Israel is relying
onmirage, Iranian professor
reiterated.
They have taken different
policies and have various
interests, but, theyare trying
topretend thatposition of Iran
and Turkey is treacherous,
maliciousandintolerable.
They tend to make two
governments lose their
controlandattackeachother's

ISFAHAN

Expert: Israel aiming Iran-T'urkey tension in
Karabakh conflict
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provokedandcreatehatredand
animosityagainsteachother.

Elaborating on the impact of
UAEand Bahrain compromise
with the Israeli regime on
the regional security and
stability and also unity in
the Islamic World, Borhani
said normalization of ties by
AbuDhabiand Manama has
dealtserious blow to Islamic
countries and Palestinian

stance.
Normalization of ties will
bring about dangerous

thattheintegrityinthelslamic
World has been weakened,
weakness of defense power
vis-a-visthemoststubbornand
vindictive enemy.

During Netanyahu's term,
Israelhashadallanti-Islamand
anti-Arab characteristicsand
has taken the worst position
againstPalestine.

Normal ties with Israel
means overlookingall Israeli
aggression against Muslims
andArabpeople.

He said that accepting

to expel all Palestinians from
theirhomeland.

The most important result
ofthis compromise for Israel
wouldbethefactthatthe more
crimes and oppression are
committed against Muslims,
themoretheywillsurrender.
He said that Israeli regime
exaggerates normalization
ofties with UAE and Bahrain
when about 30 countries do
notrecognizelsrael challenging
international legitimacy
of the Israeli occupying

positions oftwo countriesare

consequences and indicate occupationofPalestinemeans regime.

MP:

End ofarms embargo
tohelpboostregional
stability

Anlranianlawmakersaysthe expirationofthe
arms embargo on the Islamic Republiclater
in October will help push forward the efforts
toward maintainingtheregional stability.

“Iranalwaysseekstostrengthenpeace, stability
andsecurityintheregion,and the expiration of
thearmsembargo will haveagreatimpactin
thisregard,” Yaghoub Rezazadeh,amember

ofthe National Security and Foreign Policy
CommissionoftheParliament, told Mehr News
onMonday.

Headded thatIranhasalwayshada“brotherly
approach” toward the world countries,
especially theregional states, noting that the
abilitytoboostits defense mightisapriority to
helpmaintainpeaceintheregion.

"Our country must be strong in terms
of defense and military, because the more
defensive power we have, the more we can
create deterrence againstthe evil plansofthe
enemies.”

"Westerners are seeking to spread
Iranophobia, while they have imposed an

armsembargoonlranforyears,andareselling
theirworn-outweaponsto the Arab states of
the Persian Gulfregion under the pretext of
ensuringtheirsecurity”

Underthe 2015 nuclear deal thatIranstruck
with sixmajor powers - the United Kingdom,
China, France, Germany, Russia,and the US-a
five-year UN conventional arms embargo on
Tehranissettoexpireon October 18.

The US, whichabandoned thatdeal in May
2018,hasbeen makingevery effort to force
the UN members to extend the embargo.
However, itsbid wasrejected in September by
themajority of UN Security Councilmembers.

Iranoffers plantoend
conflictover Karabakh

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh said that the country has
preparedaplanto putanend tothe decades-

old conflictbetween Armeniaand Azerbaijan
over the Nagorno-Karabakhregion.
[raniscloselywatchingthe developmentsnear
itsnorthwesternborderandisin contactwith
both parties, Khatibzadeh said on Monday in
hisweeklypress conference.

“From the day the conflict started, Iran told

both parties thatthere will be no military
solution to solve the decades-old dispute.
Againwhilerespectingtheterritorial integrity
of Azerbaijanand the need to withdraw forces
fromoccupied cities, we stress that military
conflictshould be halted swiftly for the start of
comprehensive political dialogue.”

NEWS

Iran Does Not Care about US
Election Result: Spokesman

[tdoesnotmatter for [ranwhowillwintheupcoming
presidential election in the US, Iran’s Foreign
Ministry spokesperson said, noting that thereis
aclear path for Washington to reverse its hostile
policiesagainst Tehran.

“Itisnotimportantatall whatissaid inside the
election campaignsinthe US. Our criterionis the
(UNSC) Resolution (2231) and the JCPOA,” Saeed
Khatibzadeh told Tasnimata press conference on
Monday, when asked about the reports thatthe
election campaign of US Democratic candidate Joe
Bidenhascited achangein the timing ofthe JCPOA
articlesafterthe US’ withdrawal from the deal.
Trump has pulled the US out of the JCPOA and has
brazenlydisplayed his signature on the withdrawal
order, the spokesman deplored. “It does not make
much difference which partytakes the power (inthe
US).Ifthe USintendstoreturntothe correctpath, the
roadisclear”

Washington mustadmitto makingamistake, stop
theeconomicwarand terrorismagainstIran, return
toitsJCPOA commitments, and make up for the
damages caused by its withdrawal from the 2015
nucleardeal, the Iranian spokesman added.

In remarks in September, Iran’s permanent
representative and ambassador to the United
Nations Majid Takht-Ravanchisaid it does not
matter to the Islamic Republic who wins the US
presidential election aslongas Washington hasnot
shifted itsunlawful policy of sanctions.

Situation at Iran-Azerbaijan
Border Normal: MP

Normal conditionsprevailintheborderareas ofIran
nearthe Republicof Azerbaijan,alawmakersaid.
Speaking to Tasnim on Monday, the spokesperson
for the Iranian Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission said he has visited the
Bileh-Savarborder crossingin the northwestern
province of Ardebil to assess the situation amid the
escalation ofarmed clashesbetween the Republic of
Azerbaijanand Armenia.

The situation at Bileh-Savar borderis normal and
thetravelsthrough theland borderare underwayas
usual, Abolfazl Amoee added.

He said anumber of mortar shells fired by the
warringsidesinthe Nagorno-Karabakh conflicthave
hittheIraniansoiland damaged anumberofhouses
inruralareas.

OnSaturday, Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Saeed Khatibzadeh called on Armenia and
Azerbaijantobe careful nottoviolate Iran’sborder
amid the outbreak ofthe newround of fighting.

His comments came after officials in Iran’s
northwestern province of East Azarbaijan reported
that mortar shells fired by the warring sides in
the latest round of fighting between Armenia
and Azerbaijan have hitborderrural areasin the
province.

Iran’sreaffirms

unquestionable sovereignty

overtrioislands

Iranhasonceagainreaffirmeditssovereignty overthree Persian Gulf
islands, dismissingthe UAE's "hackneyed” claimsaboutthem.

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadehrejected on Monday
the UAE foreignminister’srecent“groundless” claims overtheIranian
islands of Abu Musa, the Greater Tunb, and the Lesser Tunb and
reaffirmed the IslamicRepublic'sindubitablesovereignty overthree

Persian Gulfislands.

Duringhis UNGA speechlastweek, UAE’s Minister for Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation Sheikh AbdullahbinZayed AlNahyan
claimedhis countryhaslegal rightsregarding sovereignty over the

threePersian Gulfislands.

Sheikh Abdullahalsoalleged thatIranhas “occupied” theislandsin

violationofthe UN Charter.

Khatibzadehalsowarned the UAE ofthe danger of drowningwiththe
Israeliregime, after Abu Dhabisignedatienormalizationagreement

with Tel Avivlastmonth.

any commentaboutit.”

oftheNPT.

“Weare closelywatchingtherelated developmentsand warn Riyadh
to fulfillits commitments and allow the international and legal

Thelraniandiplomaturged the Abu Dhabirulerstomake up forsuch
awrongmovebeforeitistoolate.

The UAEand Bahrainsigned controversialnormalizationagreements
withtheIsraeliregimeatthe White House on September 15,amid
outrageacross Palestineand the Muslim world.

Saudis, ZionistsnotentitledtoaddressJCPOA

Khatibzadehalso referred to the recent claims by Saudi Arabia’s
foreignminister, whohadaccusedIranofviolatingits 2015 nuclear
deal (JCPOA) commitments,saying, “Saudisand Israelisopposed the
nuclear deal fromthe verybeginning,sothey hold norightto make

The spokesmanalso pointed to Saudi Arabia’s “secret” nuclear
activities, callingon the Riyadh regime toact within the frameworks

ro

investigative
proceduresbe carried outoverits

clandestinenuclearactivities.”

Healsourged therelated international bodies to probe into the
matter.

Based onreports,SaudiArabiahasbuiltafacility for the extraction of
yellowcake from uranium oreneartheremote townofal-Ula.




Iran Passive Defense Org. role vital infoiling new threats
Deputy Coordinator of the General Staff of Iran’s Armed Forces described Passive
Defense Organizationasavital organ duetoits crucialrole in preventing the country
againstthe unexpected and new cyber threats.Anintroducing ceremony was held
on Sunday for General Mohsen Sasani, who hasbeen appointed as Deputy Head of
[ran’s Passive Defense Organization by the Chief of Staff for the Armed Forces of the

[slamic Republic of Iran.The ceremony held in the presence of General Ali Abdullahi,
Deputy Coordinator ofthe General Staff of Iran’s Armed Forces and Head of Iran's Passive Defense
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Turkey tensionin
Karabakh conflict Iraq hasnodecision
5 ) toreopen borders for
Iranoffers plan to éArbaeen ceremonies
. ommander of Border
end conflict over Guards of the Islamic

Republicoflransaid that
Iraghasmadenodecision
toreopenbordersatthe
threshold of Arbaeen
pilgrimage. due to the
spread of coronavirus.

Brigadier General Ahmad
Ali Goudarzi made the
remarks on Sun. in his
visit to International

Karabakh

Iranoilindustry;
from sanctions
tofull-scale
"economic war" (4)

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer . Shalamcheh Borderand
04:40:59 added, “Invariousjoint
111 talks held with Iranian
Noon calltoprayer: officials, Iragiauthorities
11:51:19 have emphasized that
Evening call to prayer: they have no decision
17:58:52 to reopen borders on
1] the eve of Arbaeen
ceremoniesinthecurrent
year due to the outbreak
of coronavirus global

pandemic.”

Security is stable at
borders ofthe country
and thereisno problem
inthisrespect,headded.

Walter Reed attending physician:

Organization.In this ceremony, General Abdullahi made some remarks over the crucial status of Passive

20000 Rials Defensein the IslamicRepublicofIran.Referring to the issue of passive defense as one of the vital missions
ofthearmed forces, hestressed, “Inthisregard, promotingresilience and protecting critical infrastructure
Tuesday ,October 6, 2020, ofthe countryare considered as the strategicissues in the country's defense system.”
No. 614

Rial gains after'T'rump’s sickness
hurts re-election chances

Trump's appearance before supporters

endangered others

The attending physician atthe Walter Reed National Military

Medical Center believes Trump's briefappearance before his

supporters gathered near the hospital endangered all the

people who were with himin the vehicle.

Dr.James Phillips posted on Twitter that the black
Surburban Trump was inside was "hermetically
sealed against chemical attack”, which, he says,
posedariskof contracting COVID-19 to every
personinside thevehicle, the Sputnikreported.
"Every single personin the vehicle during that
completelyunnecessary Presidential 'drive-by'just
nowhastobe quarantined for 14 days", Phillipssaid,
callinghisshorttrip "insanity".

He tweeted: That Presidential SUVis notonly
bulletproof but hermetically sealed against
chemicalattack. Theriskof COVID19transmission
inside is as high as it gets outside of medical
procedures. Theirresponsibility isastounding. My
thoughtsarewith the SecretService forced toplay.
Trump brieflyleftthe Walter Reed hospital to greet
hissupporters onSunday. Hismotorcade drove past
asmall crowd ofhissupportersand thenreturned
backto the medical center. Trump waved from
behind the closed window of the carand did notget

outofthevehicle. Hewaswearingaface mask,just
likeallthe otherpeopleinsidethe SUV.

Inavideoreleased on TwitteronSunday, Trumpsaid
hewasgoingtomake "alittle surprisevisit", hinting
athisplanned appearance before supportersat
Walter Reed. Earlier on Sunday, healso thanked his

fansand supporters gathered outside the medical
facility, tweeting thatthey "reallylove our Country."
Trumparrivedatthe Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center in Maryland on Friday, after
announcingon Twitterthatheand hiswife Melania
hadtested positive for the coronavirus. Dr Brian
Garibaldi ofJohns Hopkins University, in charge
ofthe president’s therapeutics, said on Sunday
that Trump had responded well to the remdesivir
antiviraltreatmentand thathe couldbeallowedto
returntothe White HouseasearlyasMonday.
Several peoplein Trump’s campaign have tested
positiveinrecentdays.

Trump's diagnosis has forced him to withdraw
atleasttemporarily from the campaign, raising
questions about its potential effects on the
November 3 election.

Asreported, the Democraticnominee Joe Biden
leads US President Donald Trump by sizable
marginsamongvotersin Pennsylvaniaand Florida
following Tuesday night’s combative presidential
debate.

Harness ‘transformative potential’ of
urbanization for people and planet: UN Chief

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in his
message on World Habitat Day, 5 October 2020, called for
urgentaction to provide low-income families and vulnerable

populations with affordable housing with security of tenure

and easy access to water, sanitation, transport, and other basic

services.

Accordingto the United Nations Information
Center (UNIC) in Tehran, the UN Secretary-
Generalinhismessage said thataccessto clean
waterandsanitation,alongwithsocial distancing,
arekeyresponsestothe pandemic. Yetinslums, it
hasproveddifficulttoimplementthese measures.
Thefulltextofhismessagereads:

Eachyear World Habitat Day focuses attention
onthestate ofthe world’stownsand cities. This
year’s observance highlights the centrality
ofhousingasadriver for sustainable urban
development.

Currently, 1 billion peoplelive in overcrowded
settlements withinadequate housing. By 2030,
thatnumber will rise to 1.6 billion. Actionis
needed nowto providelow-income familiesand
vulnerable populations with affordable housing

with security oftenureand easyaccess towater,
sanitation, transportand otherbasicservices.To
meetglobal demand, morethan 96,000 housing
units willneed tobe completed every day -and
theymustbe partofthegreentransition.
Theurgency ofimprovingliving conditions has
beenbroughttothe foreby COVID-19,whichhas
devastated thelives of millionsin cities. Access
to clean waterand sanitation,along with social
distancing,are keyresponses to the pandemic.
Yetinslums,ithas proved difficulttoimplement
these measures. Thismeansanincreasedrisk
ofinfection, notonly within slums, butinwhole
cities, many of whicharelargely serviced by low-
incomeinformalsectorworkerslivingininformal
settlements.

On World Habitat Day, in this crucial Decade of
Actiontoachieve the Sustainable Development
Goals, [ callforheightened effortsto promote the
partnerships, pro-poor policies,and regulations
neededtoimprove housingincities. Aswestrive
toovercomethe pandemic,addressthefragilities
andinequalitiesithas exposed,and combat
climate change, nowisthe time to harness the
transformative potential of urbanization forthe
benefitofpeopleand the planet.

Democrats,
Republicans 2 edges
ofabladeagainst
Resistance

The chairmanofthe security committee
ofthe parliament’s National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission noted
thatUS Democrats and Republicans
are two edges of a pair of scissorsin
supportoftheextremistZionist Regime.
Ebrahim Azizi made the remarksin

reactionto]oe Biden'srecentelection
statement thatifhe wins the election,
the United Stateswillend itssupportfor
thewarin Yemen.Itisafalsenotionto
thinkthatthe crisis ofthe regionwillbe
resolved if Democrats come to power,
he said added, “Actually Democrats
and Republicansaretwo edges ofa pair
of scissorsin supportofthe extremist
Zionist Regime; therefore, it's obvious
thattheywon'ttakeanystepsagainstthe
Zionists Regime."Stating thatdifferent
political partiesinthe USadministration

share the same ideology towards the
Axis of Resistance, Azizi underlined,
“However, they just adopt different
approachesinordertoremove the Axis
of Resistance in West Asiaforthe sake of
ZionistRegime,"ICANAreported.

Bothrulingpartiesinthe United States
have onegoalinthestruggleagainstthe
freedomseekernationsoftheworldand
nonofthemseekstostabilizetheregion,
hesaidandadded, "Thereforetheresult
oftheUS2020electionwilldonogoodin
favor ofthe developmentsof West Asia."

Fatahto Pompeo:
"Palestine Not A
Banana Republic'

The Palestinian Fatah movement
directedsharpcriticismatUS Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo for hisrecent call
toreplacethePalestinianleadership.

Munir Jaghoub, head of Fatah'’s
Information Departmentin the Office
of Mobilization and Organization,
responded to Pompeo throughapost
onFacebookinwhichhe questioned,
“Mr.Pompeo, when will yourealize
thatour people always choose their
leadershipandthatPalestine,although
itisastateunderoccupation,isnota
bananarepublic?”“Youhave torealize
thatdignity, self-prideand confidence

inthefutureisanauthenticPalestinian
commodity;justlike olive oil,thymeand
the Canaanite dressembroidered with
lovefortheland,” said the Fatahleader.
Jaghoub reiterated the Palestinian
rejectionofallplansaimedatliquidating
the Palestinian cause, stating, “We will
nottalktoanyoneonthe ground ofthe
so-called deal of the century, and the
only dialogue we willaccept mustbe
based oninternationallegitimacy and
aimstoendtheoccupationandestablish
anindependent Palestinian state with
EastJerusalemal-Qudsasits capital
onthebordersof4]June, 1967."The
Fatah official advised Pompeo “notto
compromise the Palestinian right,”
adding, “Many foreign ministers and
presidents came and went before

you, but Palestine remained and its
people maintained steadfastness
in their homeland.”In response to
the US demand for changing the
Palestinianleadership,Jaghoubsaid,
“The Palestinianleadership remains
becauseitderivesitslegitimacy from
the trustofthe people, and you, your
presidentand your administration
willleave soon by the decision of the
American people.”"Pompeo, whose
country proposed the so-called deal
of the century and orchestrated
the recent Emirati and Bahraini
normalizationagreementswith Israel,
whichthe Palestinianleadership firmly
condemned, recently argued thatthe
Palestiniansneedtochoosealeadership
willingto conducta“dialogueforpeace”.
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