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Linking Chabahar, Gwadar
ports to ensure prosperity in

the region: Iran envoy

The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Pakistan dismissing any competition between
Iran’s Chabahar and Pakistan’s Gwadar ports
said linking the two will strengthen bilateral
tradeand bring prosperityintheregion.
Ambassador Seyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini
during an interview with Pakistani newspaper
‘Business Recorder’ said Gwadarand Chabahar
are two important ports,adding thatifthey
become more active, the two ports will bring
regional progressand prosperity.

"Some are trying to present these two ports
as competitors to each other, while we do not
takeitasacompetition butacomplimentto
eachother," heasserted, adding that potential
of the two ports could be utilised better by
connectivity throughrails.

He said Pakistan was working on the
infrastructure of Gwadar port to boost
economicactivities, while Iran had also specific
programmes to make Chabahar port more
active.

He said Iran had announced its readiness to
provide electricity for Gwadar port.

"We believe more progress of these ports will
bring prosperity in theregion and the trade
volume will also increase automatically. In
fact, we see progress and security of Pakistan
asprogress and security of Iran,” the Iranian
envoy said.

He said the people of the two countries,
especiallyatthe border side can take benefit of
thetradeactivity.

Atpresent, he said the trade volume between
Pakistan and Iran was $1.3 billion, but due
to Covid-19, the volume went down as the
pandemic had badly affected the overall
economic situation across the world. In view
of existing potential, headded thatthe two-way
trade could beincreased even further.
Heidentified various fields for the investment
between the two countries, such as energy, gas,
electricityand oil, adding, thatIranhad avery
good potentialinthe energy sector. "We can have
asignificantamountofexportsintheseareasto
Pakistan,"headded.

Aboutthe Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline project,
the Iranian envoy said the IP gas pipelines
projectwas signed between Iran and Pakistan
in 2009, addingthatlran had undertaken its
partofwork despiteillegal US sanctions and
other economic pressure and constraints. "We
arelooking forward towards Pakistan to fulfill
the commitmentin thisregard. Ifwe can execute
thisinvestment project, there arealotofother
fieldsinwhich we can have growthintheareas,"
headded.

Atthe moment, he said Iran was exporting a
smallamount of electricity to Pakistan,adding
that his country had already announced its
readiness to exportmore electricity to Pakistan.
In other fields such as tourism, health and
pilgrim tourism, he said thatthe two sides could
have the investmenttoboostand increase the
number of the traveling passengers to both the
countries.

"The future of Pakistan-Iran bilateral relations
isvery brightasthe motiveand resolve of the
leadership along with the interest of people
ofthese countriesis thatthey should boost
theirrelationship invarious fields despite the
enemies and ill-wishers of the two countries,"
headded.
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Iranisready to connectelectricity grid

with Europe

Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian said on

Thursday thatlran's energyinfrastructurein

the oil, gasand electricity sectors canbeagood

platformfortransferofenergytoEurope.

Addressing a
virtual meeting
dubbed
"Europe-
Caspian' held

NEWS

m in Berlin to

study issues related
to the development of
economic cooperation,
especially energy,
between the countries of
the Caspian Searegion,
he added that Iran with
itshuge energyresources
and having skilled
manpower and facilities
inthe field of energy can
pave the ground for the
transit of goods from
the Caspian Sea littoral
states and prosperity of
international transport
corridors, as well as
energy corridors,
especially electricity
transmission corridor.

"Inorder to help promote
communications of

landlocked neighbors

with international
markets, we have
created a huge transit
infrastructure in our
country and have
demonstratedin practice
our commitment to
regional development
and peace and stability,"
Ardakanian said.

Hepointed outthathaving
a major percentage
of proven oil and gas
resourcesin the world,
regional states need to
strengthenrelationsina

bid to regulate production
and export policies of
these hugeresources and
potentially playarolein
determiningthe priceand
supply of theseresources
worldwide.

"We are ready to connect
Iran's electricity network,
as the largest power
generation power in
the Middle East, with
European countries and
to provide the ground
for exchange, especially
the exportof electricity
as a green energy, with

Europe,” Ardakanian
added.

Given the growing
regional and global

energy needs and the
insufficientinvestment
in the field, as well as
Europe's increasing
needs, this area can
becomeasustainablearea
of cooperation, henoted.
Ardakanian also said that
by investing in energy
production in Iran,
Europe can meet part of
itsfuture energy needson
asustainablebasis.

Tax Evasion Undermining
Economic Equality

:Visibleinequality inincome distributionaside,
Iran’s economy is saddled with an unfair tax
systemthathasmadetherealization ofeconomic
justicemoreelusive thanever.

Due tovarieties of tax breaks and holidays,
the countryhasbeennamed “the taxpayer’s
paradise,” albeit, for the affluent and their
lawyers well-versed in ins and outs of the
dysfunctional tax system. The situation for
weaker groups, like fixed-wage earners, is
naturally tougher. They must pay their taxes
before evenseeingthe color of their paychecks!
Inarareacknowledgmentin Octoberbyhead of
theIranian National Tax Administration, Omid
AliParsa, 40% ofthe economy doesnotpaytax.
Inthe samevein, Eliyas Hazrati, head of the Majlis
Economic Commission, said earlier that 85%
oflran'staxrevenues “come frombarely 3% of
taxpayers’”.

Reviewing bank transactions of 300,000
billionaires, Parsasaidina TV interview that
more than halfthe people withincome above

10billionrials perannum have never filed their
taxreturns.
Addtothistheshockingtaxevasioninacountry
thathasalways suffered under the burden of
chronicbudget deficits. The Economy Minister
Farhad Dejpasand, estimates tax evasion costs
thetreasury400trillionrials ($3 billion) ayear.
Lists of businesses thatenjoy tax holidays or
arrogantly refuse to pay taxarelongand the
numbers staggering. A report in the news
website Tabnak puts tax dodgers into five
categories: First,thosewhoinvolved in foreign
trade using the so-called rented commercial
cards.

GrowingSocial Gap

Inequality and bias in tax collection system
intandem withlaxrules, whichallowsbigger
space foravaricious tax dodgers, has further
deepenedthe gulfbetweenthe havesand have
notsinlran. ThegapisvisibleintherecentIran
Giniindexreport. Theindexwasat0.4093inthe
lastfiscalyear (March2018-19),indicatingthat
thegapbetweentherichandthepoorincreased
by 0.0112 pointsor2.8% compared to the year

before (March 2017-18).The Gini coefficient
ranksincomeinequality onascale of zero (no
inequality) to one (the maximum inequality).
Inotherwords, the closerthenumberistoone,
themore wealthis concentrated inthe hands
of fewer people, thus the bigger theincome
disparity. Because of the way the scale is
constructed,amodestdifference in the Gini
ratioimpliesabigdifferenceininequality.The
gapbetween Ginilndexofurbanandruralareas
increased to 0.345 pointslastyear fromthe
precedingyear's 0.234 point. Since the index
remained moreorlessthe same forruralareas,
itisperceived thatchangesinurbanareasare
responsible forthebigger gap.
Revenuefromtradeindurableitems,including
real estate and precious metals, is seentobe
behind theriseinurbanhouseholdincome,
particularly those who fallin the high-income
brackets.

With the US sanctions taking a toll on the
economyandrevenue fromthekeyoilsector, the
governmentisstrugglingto come up withnew
meansofincometo payitsbills.
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Iran Braces for Another Desert
Locust Attack

Desertlocusts are expected to
arrive in Iran once again, this
timeinlarge bands from Oct. 6,
according to the spokesperson
of PlantProtection Organization,
affiliated with the Agriculture
Ministry.“Previously,
swarms reached our southern
provinces on Feb. 19. Up until
August,whichiswhentheyleftfor
Pakistan and India, the pestwas
foughton over406,000 hectares
inthe southern Iranian provinces.
Now, theswarmsareheadingback
to their original habitat, thatis
thelittoral states of Red Seaas

wellas countriesin the Horn of
Africa,” Mohammad Reza Mirwas
also quoted as saying by Mehr
News Agency.The official said it
isestimated that Iranneeds to
fightoffthe migratory pestacross
500,000-600,000 hectares this
time.

Mirnoted thatbattling the pest
will continue until Dec. 15, which
isthe approximate time of their
departuredate.

“We are well equipped with
sprayers, pesticides and other
requirements to fightthe pest,”
hesaid.

locust
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Annual Crude,
Petroleum Product
Transfer Reaches

128 Billion Liters
An estimated 350
million liters of oil
and oil byproducts
were supplied daily
viapipelinesin2019,
indicating a 65%
rise over the last 40
years, managing
director ofthe Iranian
0il  Pipeline and
Telecommunications
Companysaid.

"A total of 128 billion
liters of crude and
petroleum byproducts
were transferred with
thehelp of 14,000 km
of pipelines, of which
11,000 kmwerelaidin
thelast40years," ISNA
quoted Jafar Alizadeh
Darbandiassaying.
Ifthe pipeline network
wasnotexpanded, the
company would need
60,000 fuel trucks to
deliverits products, he
said.
IOPTCisasubsidiary
ofthe National Iranian
0il Refining and
Distribution Company.
“Crude  oil and
byproductpipelinesin
Iran onaverage are 40
yearsoldand usingnew
coatingto enhancethe
durability of pipelinesis
ontheagenda,” Alizadeh
said.

According to Qasem
Arabyar Mohammadi,
the company's Tehran
office director, IOPTC
usesadvanced methods
such as intelligent
pigging of pipelines,
reducing corrosion
of metals by using
cathodic protection
techniques and
regularinspections of
installationstoenhance
safety and reduce
accidents.
Regarding
infrastructure in
Tehran, Mohammadi
said the main pipelines
include the 14-inch
Ray-Tabriz, 18" Ray-
Qazvin-Rasht, 22" Ray-
Shahroudand 16" Ray-
Sari. The company is
responsible for feeding
power plants with
dieselin Tehran, Alborz
and Gilan provinces
during emergencies,
especially during gas
shortages in winter.
The plants are mostly
gas-fired.With therise
in gas production in
South Pars Gas Field
inthe Persian Gulfand
increaseingassupplies
toindustriesand power
plants,dieseland mazut
supply has declined
noticeably.



The Iranian presidentalso said the outbreak of the
coronavirus pandemic, despite the problemsitcreated,

determination to oppose
unilateralism.

President: Iran Ready

=

f()l’JOillt Pl’Odllcti()n Of Erov?ded an opportunity to manifest.China’s powerin He . nqted that

| . . elping the common fate of humanity and for closer finalization of the

I I COVID.IQ VaCCIIle Wlth cooperation between Iran and China. 25-year strategic
5 “As the two countries have worked togetherinthebattle cooperation

A Clllna against the disease (COVID-19) from the outset of agreementbetween

the pandemic, [ express my country’s readiness for
participationin the production ofa COVID-19vaccine with
China,” the Iranian presidentadded.

Tehran and Beijing
would mark a major
step in the fulfillment

President Hassan Rouhani expressed Iran’sreadiness to
participateinjointprogramswith China onthe production
ofacoronavirusvaccine.
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Inamessage to Chinese PresidentXiJinping on Thursday;,
Rouhani congratulated the governmentand people of
Chinaonthe country's 71stfounding anniversary.

Rouhani further hailed the cultural commonalities and
the history of relations between Iran and China, saying
their comprehensive cooperation results from their

Iranian official: Inequality, racism major

of common interests and
contribution to international
peace and stability.

NEWS

Damascus s : t h = h

ooty iIssue in western hemisphere

agreements Russia, France, US call for
Israeliregime N , , ceasefirein Nagorno-Karabakh
Svriahasunderlined ran's Vice-President for Women and Family . . .
Syriahasu AL e DT e T T ile Presidents of Russia, France, and the United States
its rejection .Of any : e T haveissuedajointstatement,demandingaceasefire
agreementwith the ST Ty L S8 A 0 B T T LT and the start of negotiations over the disputed

Israeliregime, noting

has emerged asamajorissuein the western

Nagorno-Karabakh regionbetween Armeniaand

that the regime is hemisphere. Azerbaijan,
harming the Arab Presidents Vladimir Putin of Russia, Donald Trump
cause anq e'spec1ally ofthe United Statesand Emmanuel Macron of France
the Palestinian cause. awj/w Masoumeh Ebtekar inajointstatementhave called on Armeniaand

An official source

ISFAHAN

made the remarks

Azerbaijantoresumetalksonthe Nagorno-Karabakh

at Foreign and in the high level conflictwithoutpreconditions.
Expatriates Ministry N E W S meeting for 25th "Wealso callontheleadersof Armeniaand Azerbaijan
said Thursday that NEWS anniversary  of to commit without delay to resuming substantive

Syria, for decades
of the Arab-Israeli
conflict,hasadhered
to a principled and
steadfastapproach
based on rejecting
any attempts to
renounce rights,
desecrate the land
and consecrate de
facto policies and

_EEEZM  the Fourth World

Conference on
Women on Thursday
where she stressed
that "the world needs a
paradigm shift to reflect
justice, humanvaluesand
to protect the rights of
women."
Shealsosaidthat"25years
after Beijing, the world has

life expectancy for women
hasincreased by 25years.
Our nation has resisted

family prosperity.
Inher statement, the Vice
Presidentadded thatbased

cornerstone of human
development, through the
National Family Dialogue

negotiations,ingood faithand withoutpreconditions,
under the auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs," the statementreads, Tassreported.

The presidents urged animmediate cessation of
hostilitiesin Nagorno-Karabakh.

Theyalso expressed condolences to the families of
thosekilledinthe Nagorno-Karabakh conflictin their
jointstatement. "Wemournthevictimsand express
our condolences to the families of those killed and
wounded,"thepresidentssaid,accordingtothe Public
Radio of Armenia.

thatis why the Syrian adva!nced in some areas superpowers and onourreviewoflegisllation sc}}efn.e; yve have taken Envoy: Il'an,Chinato

people offered many but,in other dimensions, stands proudly and onwomenandfamily,we aninitiativetoempower N R
sacrificesinvarious we still have many independently and have proposed 10 new civil society in dialogue ace(_eleratedevelopmgtles
fieldsandatalllevels. challengesbeforeus." advances on its own billsincludingthebillon skills to enable family Iranian Ambassador to China Mohammad

“Renewing its firm
position based on
adhering to land

Iwashead of my country's
expertdelegation to the
Fourth world conference

home grown paradigm
of development, the
government of President

the Protection of Women's
Security Against Violence
and several new laws.

and social cohesiveness.
The International Center
for Family Dialogue has

Keshavarzzadeh congratulated Mid-Autumn Festival
and National Day of the People's Republic of China,
sayingafterdefeating COVID-19, Chinahasresumed

and rights and and I witnessed that at Rouhani has taken At least 2700 women beenrecentlylaunchedin economicactivitiesand promotion oftieswithIran
rejectingconcessions thattimethathowwomen major strides for the focused NGOsareactive Tehran,evenwhileforeign willbeaccelerated.

and individual from all nations strived advancementofwomen inlranandwehaveplans interventionhasplagued Inhis Twitter message, Keshavarzzadehsaid "we
agreements, toimprove the inclusive and familyinIran,shesaid. forempowermentofcivil our region, Iran has will celebrate the 50th anniversary of Iran-China
whatever their form qualitiesofthe Platformfor Ebtekarnotedthatthrough societyactivities,wehave endeavored to promote diplomatictiesgreaternextyear”.

or content, Syria
stresses that it has

Action, sheadded.
Iran's Vice-President for

aninter-sectoral process,
we developed national

successfullyimplemented
schemeslike enhancing

peace and stability.
Attheendofherstatement,

Earlieron Thursday, President Hassan Rouhanisenta
congratulatorymessage tothe Chinese peopleonthe

alwaysbeenagainst Women and Family Affairs indicators for gender socialresiliency,alsothe Ebtekar praised the occasionofthe70thanniversary oftheestablishment
any agreement or inthissessionadded that equity, whichlaid ground economicempowerment dedicated  effortsoflranian ofthe People’sRepublicofChina.

treaty with the Israeli four decades after the forthefirstresultbased of thousands of women healthcareworkerswho National Day, officially the National Day of the
enemy, based onits establishmentofIslamic Plan for Women and heads of household havesuccessfullymanaged People'sRepublicofChina, isapublicholidayin China
firm conviction that RepublicofIran, we have FamilyAdvancementin31 through micro-credit the Covid-19 pandemic celebratedannually on October 1 asthe national day
such agreements stillmany challengeseven provincesandwerecently Fundsand Cooperatives, inthe midstofeconomic ofthe People's Republic of China, commemorating

harm Arab causes
in general, and the
Palestinian cause
in particular,” the
source mentioned,
Sanareported.

The pastexperiences,
according to the
source, showed that
normalization and

though we have advanced
significantly in many areas
like education and health,

launched the dashboard
for monitoringindicators
on gender equity and

sheadded.
She wentontounderline
that the family is the

and propagandawar and
hoped for the health, and
prosperity ofallhumanity.

USrightslawyers
sue'Trump
administrationover

(ICC),sayingthe bans have halted theirwork

onwar crimescases.

Trumpissued an executive orderin June to
force the Hague-based tribunal out of the
investigation into potential war crimes
by US military and intelligence officials

The lawsuit, which was filed on Wednesday

morninginafederal courtin New York, calls

)

forthe enforcementof Trump’s “outrageous”
ordertobehalted while the court considers
its constitutionality. Thelawyers nowsay they
havehadto cancel speechesand presentations,

the formal establishmentofthe People's Republic of
ChinaonOctober1,1949.

Zarifconfersonregionalissues
with Dutch, Austrian FMs

[ranian FM Zarif, inseparate telephone callswith his
Dutchand Austrian counterparts, reviewed bilateral
relations, especiallyinthefield of consularaffairs,and
themeasurestaken for fighting coronavirus.

Duringthe phone conversations on Thursday night,
Zarifand the European foreign ministersalso dealt

thesigning oftreaties Olltl'age()lls 1CC in Afghanistan.lt threatened “serious endresearch,abandonwritingICC-related with the latestsituation surroundingthe JCPOAand
and agreeme nts b consequences” foranyone givingsupportto  articlesanddispensingadviceandassistanceto regional developments.
only increased als theworkofthelCC. victims ofatrocities.“Thisisjustawallop,agut

the arrogance and
obstinacy of the
Israeli enemy, and
weakened and
divided the Arabs.

“Syria’s war against
terrorism and all
the consequences

it ff £ o 0 governmentbythe USsincetheverydaythelslamicrevolutiongained
L nti f " tf)f:lsay r}? :; US gl'eat Imsmkes caused ltS victoryinIranandsaid miscalculationsand misinterpretations could
] o (] 1

only increased defeat, falllll'e in l‘egl()ll: SPOX beofd;fmgerous ogtcomes sowehave z.ilreadywarnedA.merlcans that
. . X ) =0 ) followingsuchattitudesaboutIran will make a quagmire for them.
Its ~ commitment USgreatmistakes causedits defeat, failureinregion: Spox . . .

. L . X . Asked tocommenton the US claims about restoring the United
to its principles el Ot Lo et G D o S O Nations sanctions onIranwhich was metwith global opposition, he
by refusing Khatibzadeh said on Friday thatthe great mistakes made by the & bp ’

normalization and
realizing ajustand
comprehensive
peace thatrestores
rightsto theirowners
inaccordance with
the clear UN laws

Prominent US human rights lawyers have
filed alawsuitagainst US President Donald
Trump’sadministrationoverrecentlyimposed
sanctionsonthe International Criminal Court

The executive orderwas followed lastmonth
bytheimposition of sanctionsagainstthe CC
chiefprosecutor; Fatou Bensouda,and another

seniorICCofficial.

punch, silencingtheactivities thatreally have
beenmylife’swork,” said one of the plaintiffs,
Diane Marie Amann, professor ofinternational

lawatthe University of Georgia.

Developments unfoldinginthe Nagorno-Karabakh
regionand concern over the situation wereamong
the other topics discussed during the phone
talks between Zarifand his Dutch and Austrian
counterparts.

United States have led itsadministration to the point of defeat,

expulsionand failureintheregion.

Inanexclusiveinterviewwith IRNA, Khatibzadeh stated thatthe US
would havetakenactionsagaisntlranalongtimeago, haditknown
itselfcapable of doingsoandsaid "asfortheissue oflegitimate defense
,itisexplicitlystatedinthe Charter ofthe United Nationsasthenatural
rightofany countrytodefenditselfagainstviolationofits sovereignty,

saidwhat Americahasbeendoingunder Donald Trump presidency
hasbroughtthe wholeinternational community togetheragainstit.
He said what Trump actually did was to bring to surface the crises
lurchinginthe card core ofthe West, makingallwestern thinkersand
theoristsface thisvividreality.
Presently,apersonisresidinginthe White Housewhohasannounced
America'sconventionalalliesasthe USrivals, targeted America'smost
importanttrans-Atlantictreaty, namely the NATO with numerous

document
thatsucceededinisolating the

and resolutions itoriali i itoriali i 3 e d ] i
- o territorial 1ntegntyandterr1t9rlal 1"nterestssolranw1ll neverpausea .. - dabandonedacreementswithfrien dlycountries; henoted. United States' traditional power.Commentingon the possibility of
Sh tputated, secondtoreacttoanyaggressions: *#*[ran's overall policies notto be affected by who occupiesWhite achangein Europeansapproachincaseof Trump'sre-electionasthe
the source ian Mini ' i ' : : . : :
Huded Iranian Ministry spokes.:man Saeed Khatlbzadeh saidTehranisnot =, = o Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) isan  USpresident, Khatibzadehsaidthatanythingmyoccourbutthepoint
concluded. focusingontheinternalissuesand domesticproblems. isthatIran'sforeign policey isneveraffected by the peoplewho come

Hefurther outlined the efforts made againstthe Iranian nationand

agreementwhichinspired harshestcritics, ispresentlynotinitsbest
conditions due to US pressures and double sanctions butstillisa

andgointhe White House.




Donald, Melania Trump Test Positive for
Coronavirus, Go Into Quarantine

US President Donald Trump said he and wife Melania both have
Covid-19 after close aide Hope Hicks, who accompanied him to events
this week, tested positive for the disease.The US president, whoisina
highrisk category due to hisage and because he is considered overweight,
tweeted in the early hours of Friday: "Tonight, @FLOTUS and [ tested positive

for COVID-19, Mirror reported."We will begin our quarantine and recovery process
immediately. We will get through this TOGETHER!" Trump has spent months downplaying the
severity ofthe pandemicand been condemned for his handling of the crisis in America, which
has suffered the world'shighestnumber of cases and deaths.

Earlier on Thursday night, the president predicted thatthe end of the pandemic wasin sight.
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Iranian official: NEWS
Inequality, racism news
. ) ° Iran
majorissue inwestern — .
hemisphere Kuwait will remain
5 ) loyal to Palestinian

President: Iran Ready ~ ¢"5¢ “,eWEm“' ,

. . New Emir of Kuwait
forJoint Production Sheikh Nawafal-Ahmad
of COVIDI19-Vaccine al-Sabah said that the

. . country willremainloyal
with China tothePalestinian cause.

o e Hemadetheremarksina
ImkmgChabahar, phone conversationwith
Gwadarp()rtst()ensure head of Hamas Political

o o o Bureau Ismail Haniyeh,
pl'()S[XDﬂtylllﬂlemOb accordingtoQudsPress.
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Haniyeh offered
condolences over the
Morning call to prayer . death of the late Emir
04:38:54 Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
111 Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Noon call to prayer: hailingthe stances ofthe
11:52:13 late Emirinbacking the
Evening call to prayer: Palestinian cause. 1
| S5 The Kuwaiti Emir, for
18:02:43 :
his part, stressed on

WEATHER

remaining loyal to the
legacy of the late Emir
regardingPalestine.
Kuwait's 91-year-old
Emir Sabah al-Ahmad
al-Jaberal-Sabah died on
Tuesdayinahospitalin
the United States.

Iranisready to connect electricity grid
with Europe

High:30°c
Low:11°%

Yazd Water Loss Inadmissible

Industriesare the biggestemployersand
main contributors to value added goods
intheregion.

Reclaimed Wastewater

Risein Hendijan Oil Field Production

sanctions.

USpresident, Donald Trump, withdrew from
thelandmarkIran 2015 nucleardealin2018
andimposed new economicsanctions, mainly

Non-revenue water in Yazd Provinceis %20, of which %10is The wellhead Platform 7 of Hendijan Oil Field in the Persian

Gulfwasinstalled late on Monday, managing director of Iranian

realloss (throughleaks, alsoreferred toas physicalloss) and
%710isapparentlosses (theftand meter measuringerrors),

Offshore Oil Company, operator ofthe field, said.

provincial head of the Water and Wastewater Company

(Abfa) said.

“Water supply and transmission
pipelinesintheregion stretches over
3,000 kilometers, of which 35% is old
and shouldbereplaced soon to cutthe
huge waterlossasthe province struggles
withthe worsening water crisis,” Asghar
Riazati was quoted as saying by the
Energy Ministry news website.

Daily water demand in the arid central
regioniscloseto 230,000 cubicmeters,
of which 120,000 cubic meters are
extracted from depleting ground
resources and therestis piped from
neighboringcitieslike Isfahan, he said.
“Per capita water consumptionin Yazd
with a population ofaround 900,000
is 200 liters. Theregion needs 180,000
cubicmeters of water aday but gets
230,000, which means 50,000 cubic
metersiswasted inthe province where
everydrop counts.”

Non-revenue water refers to water
produced and lostin different ways
beforeitreachesthe customer.

Yazd hasahotdesertclimate. Itis the
driest major city in Iran with ayearly
precipitation of 80 millimetersin 30
days of precipitation, which is also
the hottest city north of the Persian
Gulf, with summer temperatures very
frequently above 40 °C (104 °F) in
blazing sunshine with no humidity.
Thisancientlandisoneoflran's centers
fortextiles and famousalso for factories
making ceramics and construction
material.

Italsois known forits forever water
deficit and how for centuries its
hardworking people have toiled to
survive and make do with verylimited
waterresources.

Inrelated news, the news portal quoted
Mohammad Mehdi Javadianzadeh,
managing director of Yazd Regional
Water Company, as sayingthatworkona
pipeline to supplyreclaimed wastewater
toindustriesin Yazd Province will be
completed by next March.

“To balance groundwater in the Yazd-
Ardakan plain, the Energy Ministry
has given the regional water company
authority to replace surface water
and groundwater for industries with
recycled water.”

Inthe pastsixmonths, negotiations have
been held with Yazd Combined Cycle
Power Plant, Iran Alloy Steel Company
and Yazd Industrial Zone, and it was
decided thatasupplyline forrecycled
wastewater belaid.

Javadianzadeh had earlier said thatthe
provincial water company annually
draws one million cubic meters from
fastdiminishing groundwater sources
tosupplyindustriesinthe central desert
province.

Yazd Wastewater Treatment Planthas
acapacity to treat 250 liters of sewage
persecond and expansion programs are
underway to double this volume.
Onaverage 44 million cubic meters of
water is extracted from groundwater
sourcesintheparchedregioneveryyear,
resultingin severe water deficitsinmost
plainsasunderground waterlevels keep
fallingby 45 centimetersayear.
Mostofthe wateris used in the agro
sector.

Yazd Regional Water Company has taken
measures to contain the worsening
water crisis, namely by installing smart
meters for water wells, restricting
cultivation of water-intensive crops,
improving farming methods, promoting
dripirrigation and sealingillegal wells.

Weighing 1,000 tons, the platformis designed to
produce 10,000 barrels per day from Hendijan
field, Alireza Salmanzadehwasreportedassaying
byILNA.

Lastweek the wellhead Platform 8 had been
installed. “Both platforms were built by our
engineersandexpertsatthelran Shipbuildingand
Offshore Industries Companyin Bandar Abbas,
HormozganProvince, hesaid.

Prior to the installation of the two platforms,
Hendijan field was producinganaverage of 30,000
barrelsofcrudeaday.

“Now with the new platforms operational,
production capacity of the field hasincreased by
20,000bpd.”

One of the richest natural oil reservoirs in
Iran, Hendijan field is located northwest of
the Persian Gulf, west of Bahregan Districtin
Bushehr Province.The oil produced in Hendijan
istransferred to Bahregansarplatformviaa10km
pipelinefor preliminarytreatmentandrefining.
ThelOOCisaffiliated to the National Iranian Oil
Company,whichisin charge ofIran’s offshore oil
and gasprojects.

0Oil production has reduced as Iran faces
restrictions in exports due to the tough US

targetingthekey oil,bankingand shippingsectors
inwhathe has dubbed “maximum pressure”
to force Tehran to signanew “comprehensive
agreement”.

EvadingUSSanctions

According to data from S&P Global Platts,
shipments of Iranian oil felltoaslow asabout
200,000 bpdafterthe sanctionstookeffectwhile
beforethat,inearly 2018, Iran wasexporting 2.5
millionbpd.

Tehranhasbeentryingto evade the sanctions
andsell oilby whatever means possible.Iranis
reported tohave exported nearly 1.5 million bpd
of oiland condensates this month, according to
recentdatareleased by TankerTrackers.

[ran continues to developits massive oiland gas
sector despite Americanhostility and the plunge
inexports.Expansionactivities have continued
despite dismal global demand and falling prices
duetothespread ofthe coronavirusand universal
lockdownmeasuresto fightthe deadly disease.
Authorities say higher production would meet
growingdomesticdemand whileitwould ensure
aquickreturntointernational marketswhen US
pressure tactics end.Oil Minister Bijan Namdar
Zanganeh earliersaid Iran cangetbacktoitspre-
sanctions oil productionlevel “within three days
aftertheUSrestrictionsarelifted.

UN Chiefcalls for
global ceasefire

- United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterresin his message
on the International Day of Non-
Violence, 2 October 2020, called for
ceasefiretofocuson COVID-19.

According to the United Nations
Information Center (UNIC)in Tehran,
the UN Secretary-General in his
message inmarking the birthday of
Mahatma Gandhi, this International
Dayhighlightstheremarkable power
ofnon-violenceand peaceful protest.

Italsoatimely reminder to strive
touphold values that Gandhilived
by: the promotion of dignity, equal
protectionforall,and communities
livingtogetherinpeace.

Hesaid: "Onthisyear’sobservance,
we have a special duty: stop the
fighting to focus on our common
enemy: COVID-19. Thereisonlyone
winnerofconflictduringapandemic:
thevirusitself.
Asthepandemictookhold,Icalled for
aglobal ceasefire.

Today we need anew push by the
international community to make

thisarealityby theend ofthisyear.
Cease-fireswould ease immense
suffering, help to lower the risk
of famine, and create space for
negotiationstowards peace.

Deep mistruststandsinthe way. Yet]
seereasonsforhope. Insomeplaces,
weseeastandstillintheviolence.

A great many Member States,
religious leaders, civil society
networksand othersbackmy call.
Now is the time to intensify our
efforts,letusbeinspired by the spirit
ofGandhiandthe enduringprinciples
oftheUN Charter."
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