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NEWS

Coronavirus: Iran's exports
to Kuwaitdrop %40

The Chairman of the Iran-Kuwait Chamber
of Commerce Hani Faisal told thatIran's total
exports to Kuwait had dropped by 36-40
percent.

Speaking to ILNA news agency, the Iranian
official said that due to the outbreak of novel
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and other
issues, the exact statistics of exchanges
between Iran and Kuwaitare notavailable.
“Butunfortunately, our trade with Kuwaithas
decreased.”

He confirmed “Currently, transactions with
Kuwaitare currently limited to anumber of
traders who havelived in the country in the
past.”

The economic analyst stressed that Kuwait
doesnotissuevisasto Iraniansanditisnot
possible fornewtradersto operate.

The Director-General of Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran's Arab-African Affairs
Office Farzad Piltan also said in another
interview thatthe decline in exportsis due to
thelackofdirectcontactsbetween Iranianand
Kuwaitibusinessleaders,aswell as obstacles
tovisaissuance for small-scale exchanges,
Accordingtoreports, Iran’s exports to Kuwait
inthelastfiscal year (ended March 19) stood
at$180 million, indicatinga 26.87% drop
compared with the year before (March 2018-
19).

A total of $2.5 billion worth of non-oil
commodities were exported from Iran to the
littoral states of the Persian Gulfand Middle
Eastern countries duringthe firstfive months
ofthe currentlranianyear (March 20-Aug.21).
“The exportvalue showsa $3.5 billiondecline
compared with the similar period oflastyear.
The fall in value has to do with the closure
of borders due to the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus pandemic,” the official said.

Iran, Azerbaijan keenon

boosting agricultural coop.
Referring to the several meetings between
Iranand Azerbaijan presidents, Azeri Minister
expressed hopethatthe strategic cooperation
between these two neighbors expandinthe
agricultural fields.A videoconference held
between Iranian Minister of Agriculture
Kazem Khavaziand Inam Karimov the Minister
of Agriculture ofthe Republic of Azerbaijan.
In this meeting, Khavazi expressed Iran’s
readiness to expand cooperation with
Azerbaijan, in scientific fields as well as the
fields of greenhouse crop development,
introducing various cultivars, especially
riceand cotton, embryo transfer and genetic
material especially cattle and buffalo embryos,
breeding measuresin the field of cereals,
and sericulture.Inam Karimov, also, for his
parthailed the strategicrelations of [ran and
Azerbaijanintermsofhavingcommonborders
and noted thatagricultureis one ofthe fieldsin
countries’ strategicrelations.

Stating that the presidents of Iran and
Azerbaijan have meteach other 13 times so
far,he expressed hope thatthe agricultural
cooperation between these two neighbors
continues.Pointing outthat Azerbaijan and
Iran have some cooperationin the field of
agricultural equipment, he said, “Ihopethatin
thenear future Iranian companiesand Iranian
production equipmententer the Azerbaijani
markets.”
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Minister says gas outputin South Pars
makes almost three-fold growthin ¢ yearsa

MinisterofPetroleumBijanZangenehannounced

WednesdaythatgasoutputinSouth Parsgasfield

hasreached 700 million cubicmetersayearfrom

annual280mcmsevenyearsago.

Zangeneh
made the
remarks
speaking at
the Majlis

NEWS

o (Parliament)

open session this
morning to answer
to questions of several
lawmakersaboutdelayin
launch of Phase 14 of the
South Pars.

South Pars gas field
shared with Qatar and
called North Dome by
Qatarisideistheworld’s
largest gas field with
anareaof9,700 square
kilometers.

Iran, beingamong world
's top four countries
which have the largest
proven depositofcrude
oiland natural gas, shares
broad offshore field with
QatarinthesouthernlIran
inthe Persian Gulf.
About the project,
Zangeneh said that the
issue of Phase 14 is part

of the entire project, so
the superprojectof South
Parsshould be considered
totally.Describing the
South Pars gas fieldasa
giantplan, the minister
saiditis something new
intheregion.He further
hailed the efforts made
by the current Iranian
government during its
tenure since seven years
agotodeveloptheproject.
Since the start of gas
production from Phase
14,22 billion cubicmeters
ofgashasbeenproduced,
the minister noted.

First part of Phase 14

gas field will go on stream
duringthe currentlranian
year toend on March 20,
2021,headded.
Meanwhile, inauguration
of Phase 14 refinery will
have no effectonlIran's
gasproduction, Zangeneh
stressed.

He said that Phase 14
hadnotattained even 50
percent progress when
the current government
took office in August,
2013.

Further, the minister said
Iranstarted development
in South Pars ten years

later than Qatar;
meanwhile, today Iran
produces gas from the
shared gas field more than
what the neighboring
countrydoes.

In the meantime, the
minister pointed to the
issue of sanction as an
obstacle to the process of
development.

Once, the Iranian
President Hassan
Rouhani had said that
phases of South Pars gas
field are the launching
pad to the progress which
the greatIranian nation
expect.

Nopowercan harm
Iran’s exports, imports:
NITC official

Head of the National Iranian Tanker
Company (NITC) emphasized on Tuesday
thatno power can harm Iran’s exports
and imports, noting that free trade is
Iran’sright.

CEO ofthe NITC Nasrollah Sardashtialso
said thatIran must make more efforts to
promote theauthority ofits national fleet.
Addressinganational gathering on the
occasion ofthe International Maritime
Day (September 29), the official said

the NITC has successfully helped the
countryinthe field of oil exports despite
all problems and wrongdoing against
Iran.

“When sanctions are imposed, the
Ministry of Petroleum, the National
Iranian Tanker Company, and the Islamic
Republic of Iran Shipping Line Group
are the main targets of the embargoes
and thisindicatestheimportance of the
national fleet,” Sardashtiadded.

He stressed thatundersanctions, Iran
cannot count on foreign ships for its
exports as foreign countries ban their
vesselsto enter Iran’s territorial waters

atthetime of sanctions, however, “noone
canundermine exports and imports of
the country.”

The CEO ofthe National Iranian Tanker
Company stated thatexporting gasoline
to Venezuelamaynotbe consideredabig
deal, butitshowed the strength of the
national fleetto break the sanctions.
“FreetradeisIran’srightand noone can
stop us,” Sardashtistressed.

He concluded by saying thatthe fleet of
the National Oil Tanker Company has
no problemin supplyinglow sulfur fuel,
and the Arakrefinery has solved the fuel
supply problem.

CBI’s Monthly Review of
Tehran Housing Market

Atotal of 8,463 homes were sold in Tehran
during the sixth month of the currentfiscal
year (Aug.22-Sept. 21), registeringa 6.8%

decline compared with the preceding month.
The number saw a year-on-year growth of
203.7% compared withthe 2,787 dealsin the
corresponding month oflastyear.

New data published by the Central Bank
of [ran on its website also indicate that

the average price of each square meter of
aresidential property in Tehran stood at
242.88millionrials ($832) during the month
underreview, showingasurge 0f91.7% over
lastyear’s same month, as average prices
reached 126.67 millionrials ($434).
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Some 468,699 various kinds of
carswere produced in the first
sixmonths ofthe currentIranian
calendaryear (from March21to
Sept.22),showinga23.4 percent
as compared to the last year’s
correspondingperiod.According
tothe Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Trade, 425,925 different
types of passenger cars were
manufactured in the country,
registering a 21.9 percent
growthascomparedtothe same
period oflast year.In the same

Carproductionup %23 in H1:
Industrymin.

direction, 39,519 pickups were
manufactured in this period,
recording a 40.4 percent hike
as compared to the last year’s
correspondingperiod.Meanwhile,
383 buseswere producedinthe
country,showinga 124 percent
growthas comparedtothe same
period oflastyear.Accordingly,
2,345 mini-trucksand truckswere
manufactured from March 21 to
Sept.22,indicatinga54.7 percent
hike as compared tolastyear’s
correspondingperiod.
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Iran, Belarus
explore ways for
developing energy
coop.

Islamic Republic of
Iran and Republic
of Belarus explored
avenues for
broadening and
developingbilateral
cooperation in the
field of energy.
Iranian Ambassador
to Belarus Saeed
Yari met and held
talks with Viktor
Karankevich Energy
Minister of Republic
of Belarusin Minsk
on Wed.In this
bilateralmeeting, the
two sides exchanged
their views on the
latest  situation
of cooperation
between Tehran
and Minsk in the
field of energy as
well asbroadening
ways for developing
and strengthening
mutual cooperation.
While expounding
on the capacities
of cooperation
between the two
countriesinthe field
of energy, Iranian
envoy emphasized
the need for
implementing the
agreements made
between Iran and
Belarusin the field
of energy at 14th
Joint Economic
Cooperation
Commission.Energy
minister of Belarus,
for his part, pointed
to the  history
of cooperation
between Tehran
and Mink in the
field of energy as
well as activity of
Belorussian Bell
Energo Company in
the Islamic Republic
oflranand welcomed
the development of
cooperation of the
two countriesinthe
fields of electricity
and gas industry.
The minister also
referred to the
high capacities
and capabilities of
Iranian Company
“MAPNA, Iran
Power Plant Projects
Management
Company” and
brillianthistory ofits
activitiesinvarious
countries in the
world and added,
“Belarus intends
Iran’s MAPNA
to cooperate for
implementation of
projectsinthefield of
electricity industry
inBelarus.”



moderation.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has
offered condolences over the death of Emir of Kuwait on
Tuesday.

Inan Arabictweet on Tuesday, Zarif wrote, "The news of
death of Emir of Kuwait, who drewa picture of moderation

Sabah died on Tuesday in a
hospitalin the United States,
Aljazeerareported.
Kuwait’s ruler, Emir Sheikh
Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah,
91, had been in hospital

Rouhani hails role of Late
Emirof Kuwaitin regional
balance
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Tehran-
Moscow ties
atbestlevel
Iran's envoy
to Russia said
the relations
between Tehran
and Moscow
are currently
atthe bestlevel
and that the
mutual ties are
of particular
importance to
bothsides.

In an interview
with IRNA on
Wednesday,
Kazel Jalali
said the two
countries'
mediahave good
cooperation
with each other
and Iran's
IRNA has made
agreements with
Russia's TASS
and Rossiya
Segodnya
on sharing
experience and
information.
Healsoinformed
thatlranis also
in the process
of joining
the Eurasian
Economic
Agreement and
according to
this agreement,
the country is
expected tojoin
the economic
group of Russia,
Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,
Armenia and
Belarus, so that
it can use the
large market
to develop
economic
relations, while
Iran and Russia
are under US
sanctions.

Iran and Russia
have stressed
the need for
consultation
and interaction
between the two
countries on
Central Asiaand
the Caucasus
and the need
for cooperation

between Iran
and Russia in
dealing  with

threats in this
area, including
the threat of

terrorismand US
influence in the
region.

Tehran and
Moscow have
common or

closeviews and
positions on
most regional
and international
issues.

Inacondolence message, Iranian Presidenthailed the
role of the Late Emir of Kuwait Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber
al-Sabahinregional balance and moderation.

In his message to the Emir of Kuwait Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, President Rouhani expressed his
condolences over the Late Emir's death and hailed
his significantrolein endorsingregional balance and

hearts."

and equilibrium for Kuwait and the region, hurt our

“We ask the God Almighty to bestow mercy on him and
provide security, stability, progress and prosperity for the
Kuwaiti governmentand its people in the shadow of the
new government,"headded.
Kuwait’'s 91-year-old Emir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaberal-

inthe United States since

July after having undergone
surgery in Kuwait the same
month.The Kuwaiti Cabinet on
Tue.in a statementannounced that

Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmed Al Sabah, a former crown prince,

European countries can ignore calls for
further sanctions; U.S Professor

"If Trump is reelected there mightbe a few

problems but nothing critical, if he is not

reelected there will be some policy changes,"

apolitical science professor saysto ILNAinan

exclusiveinterview.

Mike Hollingsworth
political science
professor at the
University of South
Alabamatalked about

=
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NEWS the U.S Presidential
electionandtheresults
ofthatelectiontothe

international community.

The US professor believes
thatthese would mostlikely
includeadifferentapproachto
international relations since
the Biden administration
would likely follow a different
philosophical and theoretical
approachtothis.Hollingsworth
referstothefuture ofJCPOAand
says "This was amultilateral
agreementwhichisnotnegated
bythe withdrawal ofthe United
States."

Q: Asafirstquestion, do you
think that with Trump's re-
election, Iran'snuclear deal will
be completelydestroyed?

A: There probably is not
much ofa future for the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.
First,itwasnotatreaty. There
isa U.N.resolution forit, but
since there was no formal
mechanism for withdrawing
fromit,acountryisfreetodo
whatitwants. The United States
can back out of it, European
countries canignore calls for
furthersanctions,and Iran can
dowhatthey please with their
nuclear programatany time.
Countries can do what they
want, buthave todeal with the
consequences.

Q:Didthe United Stateshave the
righttoactivate snapback?
A:Thereissome question of
whether Resolution 2231
givesthe U.S.therighttodothis.
Generally, [ would disagree
with the argument that the
U.S., which has unilaterally
withdrawnfromtheagreement,
has the legal authority to
activate this. The argument
isbased on whether the U.S.
is considered a participant,
whichIdonotbelieveitisafter
effectivelywithdrawingin2018.

Rumors about Iran's aid to
Armeniacompletelybaseless:

Vaezi

Rejectingrumorsthatlranissendingaid to Armenia, President's
Chief of Staff Mahmoud Vaezi said that these rumors are
completely baseless and are aimed at disrupting the good
relations between Iranand Azerbaijan.He made the remarksin
his phone call with Azerbaijan Republic's Deputy Prime Minister
Shahin Mustafayev."Azerbaijan Republichas animportantand
special placeinIran's foreign policy, and we have always used
every opportunity to strengthen and develop our relations with
this country," said Vaezi.Expressing concern over the dispute
between Azerbaijanand Armenia, he stressed, "We are following

Whether the U.S.can pressure
other countriesinto invoking
sanctions is based more on
political power rather than
legal authority. Thereis some
evidence thatthis mightbea
problemforIran.

Q: Asyouknow, the Director-
General of the International
Atomic Energy Agency has
recently traveled to Iran; how
douanalyze Rafael Grossi'strip
tolran?

A: I think this is a last-ditch
attempttosalvage JCPOA. This
is a multilateral agreement
which means the other
countriesunlesstheywithdraw,
are supposed to follow the
provisions. Europe, however, is
worriedand Grossi'striptolran,
whichhasbeensuccessfulsofar;
isaway to convince European
powersthatitisworthresisting
pressure to enact further
sanctions. Thisis contingent
onthe cooperationoflranand
whether they intend to follow
theagreement.

Q:Buthehad cometolranatthe
invitation of Tehranand there
was no pressure on Iran from
other countries.

A: It might have been at the
invitation of Tehran but it’s
meanttorelieve pressure on
European governments who
are under pressure to enact
sanctions. Ifthey donothave
some assurance that Iran is
complyingorintendsto comply
with the JCPOA, then they
wouldrationally pull out ofthe
agreementand enactsanctions.
They haveinspected one site

inquestion,and 'mnotsureif
they’ve madeitto the second
siteyet.Iftheydo thisitwillbe
alittle while before the entire
testresultsarein, butnotthat
long.Sofarthetriphasnothada
greateffectbecauseIranrefuses
toreturn to the conditions of
the agreementuntil sanctions
arelifted,and no one wants to
lift sanctions until they return
to the agreement. It’s kind
ofastandoff. Iran continues
to violate the agreement
by enriching uranium and
stockpilingit.Ifconditionsare
not met, the arms embargo
will likely continue and be
strengthened. This trip does
have the potential to alleviate
some of the political pressure
to enact sanctions on Iran,
so overall I thinkitisagood
thing. They seem to be making
progress.

Q: Themembersofthenuclear
deal did not fulfill their
obligations.Didn'tIranhave the
righttoreduceitsobligations?
A: The Iranian government
retains therightto do whatit
feelsisinthebestinterests of
the country. Thisis customary
internationallawand principle
of positivist theory. If the
governmentbelievesviolating
the stipulations thatitagreed
toisthebestcourseofaction,
Iranhaseffectively withdrawn
fromtheagreement. Thelegal
framework, whichisnotworth
awholelot,comesfromaU.N.
Security Council resolution.
This was a multilateral
agreement which is not

therecentdevelopments closely and ready to assistinresolving
the differences between the two countries through dialogue and
negotiation within the framework of the laws and regulations
ofinternational law."In this regard, Vaezi strongly rejected the
rumors spread insome media, social networks and cyberspace
thatIranis sendingaid to Armenia in the conflict between the
two countries, saying, "These rumors are completely baseless
andare aimed atdisrupting the good relations between Iran and
Azerbaijan.""Undoubtedly, good, strategicand comprehensive
relations between Tehranand Baku will notbe affected by such
baselessrumors,"he added.Shahin Mustafayev, for his part, called
Iranagoodneighborand friend of Azerbaijan, saying, "The two
countries have sincere relations with each other and we should
notallow these good relations to be damaged by the efforts of
the opposition."Referring to the religious, cultural and social

negated by the withdrawal of
the United States.Sono, they
didn’thave therightto break
thatagreementunlesstheyno
longer wanttobeapartytothe
agreement. Europe and the
[AEAareattemptingto hold on
totheagreementwithout the
supportofthe United States.
This support from the United
States could hinge onupcoming
elections though. Withanew
administration, there might
be a willingness to reenter
the agreement and reduce
sanctionsonlran.

Q:IsDonald Trump goingtowin
theUSelection?
A:That'sagood question. Most
ofthepollsinthe United States
show him behind regarding
the election in November.
[tisimportantto remember,
however, that the media
generallyhasnoideahowpolls
orstatisticsworkand generally
misinterprets everythingeven
iftheyarenotattemptingtobe
biased. Theelectionisnotfar
offthough.If Trumpisreelected
there mightbeafew problems
butnothingcritical, ifheisnot
reelected there willbe some
policy changes. These would
mostlikelyinclude a different
approach to international
relations since the Biden
administration would likely
followadifferent philosophical
and theoretical approach to
this. Ifyouwantto see things
getreally bad just wait until
Septemberthe 21stwhen he
startstryingtoappointanew
Supreme Courtjustice.

was appointed new Emir of Kuwait.
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Cabinettomull overintl.judicial

cooperationoncorruption

The Cabinetof Ministers will examine the international
judicial cooperation against corruption.In
implementation of the third and fourth chapters of the
law onIran'saccession tothe UN Convention against
Corruption, the Ministry of Justice has submitted to the
governmenta "BillonInternational Judicial Cooperation
to Combat Corruptionin Government."Inaproposal,
Ministry of Justicehas submitted a"Billon International
Judicial Cooperationin Combat against Corruption”
for considerationand approval atthe Cabinet.The Bill
includes seven chapters on generalities, extradition of
criminals,judicialassistancein criminalissues, transfer
of convicts tolife imprisonment, jointinvestigations,
judicial assistancein civiland commercial affairs, and
jointregulationswhichhasbeen provided and compiled
in cooperation with ministries of Justice, Intelligence,
Foreign Affairs, Law EnforcementForces (Police), General
Directorate of International AffairsandJudiciary.

Iranstresses peaceful settlement
of Baku-Yerevandispute

ReferringtoIran's stancesin supportofthe territorial
integrity ofthe Republicof Azerbaijan, Iran's Ambassador
to Baku Seyed Abbas Mousavi stressed the need fora
peaceful settlementof disputes with Armenia.
Attendingthe meeting of the Agriculture Ministers of
Iranand Azerbaijan Republic, which washeld through
videoconference on Tuesday, Mousavi stressed the
stances of the Islamic Republic of [ran in support of
the territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and opposition to the occupation and the need for
peaceful settlement of disputes with Armenia within
the framework of international rules.He offered his
condolencestothe peopleand governmentof Azerbaijan
onthelossofalarge number of civiliansin the recent
military conflict.Iranianenvoyalsocondemnedtheefforts
ofthird parties and special circlesto spread rumorsand
falsenewswith theaim ofunderminingthe friendlyand
brotherlyrelationsbetween Iranand Azerbaijan.During
the meeting, constructive talks were held between the
Ministers of Agriculture of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Republic of Azerbaijan to develop bilateral
cooperationinvariousagricultural sectors of the two
countries.

Tehran-Moscowties atbestlevel

[ran'senvoyto Russiasaid the relationsbetween Tehran
and Moscow are currently atthe bestlevel and that the
mutualtiesare of particularimportancetobothsides.
Inaninterviewwith IRNA on Wednesday, KazelJalalisaid
thetwo countries'mediahavegood cooperationwith each
otherandIran'sIRNAhasmadeagreementswith Russia's
TASS and Rossiya Segodnya on sharing experienceand
information.He also informed thatIranisalsointhe
processofjoiningthe Eurasian Economic Agreementand
accordingtothisagreement, the countryisexpected tojoin
the economicgroup of Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Armeniaand Belarus, sothatitcanuse thelarge market
todevelop economicrelations, while Iranand Russiaare
under US sanctions.Iran and Russia have stressed the
need for consultationand interaction between the two
countrieson Central Asiaand the Caucasusand theneed
for cooperationbetween Iranand Russiain dealingwith
threatsinthisarea, includingthe threatofterrorismand
USinfluenceintheregion.

commonalities
of Iran and Azerbaijan, he added,
"The high officials of the two countries have made great efforts to
develop and deepen the Tehran-Bakurelations,and today these
relationsareataverygoodlevel."




) (N
~ Headlines
S )

Rumorsabout Iran's

Nawafal-Sabah Named New Emirof Kuwait

Kuwait’s Crown Prince Sheikh Nawafal-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah was
named asthesuccessorto Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmadal-Jaberal-Sabah,

whodied Tuesdayatage91.

This came in a statementissued by the Council of Ministers afterits
extraordinary meeting chaired by Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khalid al-

Hamadal-Sabahatthe SeifPalace.
Earlier;the Royal Courtof Kuwaitannounced the death ofthe emirafterrulingthe Persian

20000 Rials

GulfArabstatefor 14 years.

“With deepsadnessand sorrow the Emiri Diwan sendsits condolences to the people of Kuwait,
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authorities ofthe European
Union and the United
States are considering
shutting down their
embassies in Baghdad.
Mustafaal-Kadhimiin his
remarks showed reaction
o to speculations on the

imminentclosure oftheUS

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

EmbassyinBaghdad.Inthis
respect,hesaidthatEUand
USofficialsare considering

04:37:30 ) . .
closing their embassies

Noon call to prayer: inIraqi capital Baghdad.

11:52:50 Al-Kadhimi emphasized

Evening call to prayer:

18:05:19

WEATHER

High:25°¢
Low:10°%

thatUSand EU officialsare
considering closing their
embassiesasrocketattacks
on diplomatic missions
continuein Baghdad.Iraqi
prime minister pointed
outthatifthesecurityofthe
foreign diplomaticcenters
isnotguaranteed, they (EU
and US) willnotbeableto
continue theiractivitiesin
Baghdad.

the Araband Muslim nations,and ourfriendly nationsworldwide,” Royal Court Minister Sheikh
AliJarrah Al-Sabah said onstate TV.

Minister says gas outputin South Pars
makes almost three-fold growth in ¢ yearsa

Iran warns of appeasement of US
criminal policies

Iran's Permanent Representative to the UN office in Geneva

said thatthe US unilateral sanctions are truly the main cause

of gross and widespread violations of human rightsin the

targeted nations.

Inresponse to the statementissued against
Iran on Friday morning by European countries,
Esmaeil Baghaei Hamaneh said on Tuesday at
the 45th session ofthe Human Rights Council,
"The allegationsraised in those statements
are not corroborated by hard evidence or
factsonthe ground. They are mainly based on
faulty generalization of twisted orincomplete
informationaboutcertainindividual cases."
"Human rights, civil, political, economic,
social and cultural, areall interdependent,
indivisible and interrelated. It has long
been proven that external interferences are
inherently antithetical to,and damaging for,
the promotion ofeach and every one of these
rights,"headded.

He highlighted, "Iran’s determination for
constantimprovement ofhumanrightsinall
itsaspectsis unwavering despite all the odds
including systemic stigmatization as well as
unlawful vindictive sanctions and belligerent
bullying and pressure by the United States
againstthe country."

Stating thatthe challengesIranisfacingin
addressingthe impact of COVID-19 pandemic
are twofold, Baghaei Hamaneh said, "The
challenges we’re facing are twofold due to
inhuman unilateral coercive measures that
arewickedlylevied againstIranandare grossly
violating the basicrights of my fellow [ranians
tohealthandtolife, includingbyblockingIran’s
accesstomedicineand medical devices."

He called the US criminal sanctionsas truly the
main cause of grossand widespread violations
of human rights in the targeted nations,
warning, "Those few States thatinstigated the
initiative of makingjoint statement against
Iran consciously chose to ignore this grave
injustice and blatant wrongful act, knowing

thatthey as well share responsibility for the
consequences of the USlawless and criminal
behavior due to their failure to honor their
own commitments vis-a-vis Iranand because
oftheirappeasementapproach toward the US
illegality."

"Iran is well aware of the substantial
importance of constructive engagement with
allresponsible stakeholders thatappreciate
the value of interactive dialogue, and do not
regard humanrights as abargaining chip to
appease their friends and antagonize those
who perceiveastheiradversaries," headded.
Noting that the Islamic Republic of Iranis
interested in dialogue based onrespect with
the interested parties on the promotion of
human rights, Baghaei Hamanehsaid, "Our
engagement with the UN human rights
mechanisms including the Office of the
High Commissioner is long standing and
productive."

"TheJudiciaryinthe Islamic Republic of Iran
isindependentand committed to due process
inaccordance with the applicable laws and
regulationsaswellasIran’s obligationsunder
relevantinternational instruments we have
accepted,"headded.

He highlighted, "No country or groups of
countries are entitled to impose their way
ofthinking or their legal systems on others,"
adding, "The domestic legal systems of
countries are informed on the basis of
the specificities of each society as well as
relevantnorms, rules and principles shared
amongnations, and should be respected as
manifestation of their sovereignty."

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh has slammed the European
Union’s unacceptable move toissue ajoint
statementagainstIran atthe Human Rights
Council.

Suchastatementwithaselective and baseless
stancelacksvalidityand credibility, the Iranian
official said, adding that the EU statement
fundamentally runs counter to the approach
topromotion ofhumanrights.

Rouhani says Iran has been subject to
economic war

In spite ofthe COVID-19 and the subsequent
problems, thestatistics fromthefirstfourorfive
monthsofthe currentlranianyearshowsthatwe

PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid on Wednesday thatIranhasbeen

grapplingwithan economicwar over the pastthree years.

Thepresidentmadetheremarksinhisstatement
tothecabinetsessioninreactiontosome critics
ofthe governmentwho say sanctions against
[ranare notsomethingnew,arguingthatlran
hasbeenundersanctions evenduringthe past
governments.

Rouhanidrewlinebetweenthe formersanctions
andthecurrent"EconomicWar", saying, “Over
thepastseveral years,wewereundersanctions,
noteconomicwar.’

He thanked the parliament for giving vote of
confidencetotheminister ofindustry,mineand
trade.The presidentsaid thathe hasissuedan
orderinwhichhehasmentioned the main four
policiestobepursuedbythe Ministry of Industry,
Mineand Trade.
Thefirstissuetobepursuedbythe Ministryisthe
surgeinproduction, Rouhanisaid.

“Inthe manufacturingsector; our performance
needstobebetter than the previous years.

arewitnessingagreateramountofproductionin
comparisontotheprecedingperiodlastyear”
The president said that the second duty
ofthe Ministry of Industryis to help export
commodities.

Iran provided most of its needed foreign
currency by the exports of oil, condensatesand
gasover the pastyears, Rouhanisaid, however
notingthatthesituationisnotthesameasbefore.
The presidentsaid thatthe third issue to be
followed by the Ministry of Industryis providing
fundamental commodities.

He added that the Ministry has to monitor
supplyand demand round-the-clockthatwhat
commodities are available in the marketand
whatother commoditiesneed extrasupply.
Notingthatthe fourth duty ofthe Ministryisto
conductsupervisiononthemarket, Rouhanisaid
thatitisveryimportantto checkthebalancein
themarketand operation ofthe customs office
atwartime.

Azerbaijanand
Armeniarejecttalks
as Karabakh conflict
zonespreads

Armeniaand Azerbaijanaccused
one another on Tuesday of firing
directlyinto each other’s territory
andrejected pressure tohold peace
talksastheirconflictovertheenclave
of Nagorno-Karabakh threatened
tomushroomintoall-outwar.Both
reported firing from the otherside
across their shared border, well to
thewestofthebreakawayNagorno-
Karabakhregion over which fierce
fightingbroke outbetween Azeriand
ethnic Armenian forces on Sunday.

Theincidents signalled a further
escalation of the conflict despite

urgent appeals from Russia, the
United Statesand otherstohaltit.

The conflicthasreignited concerns
aboutstabilityinthe South Caucasus
region, a corridor for pipelines
carryingoiland gastoworld markets.
Azeri President Ilham Aliyev,
speakingto Russian state television,
flatly ruled out any possibility of
talks.Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyantold thesame channelthey
could nottake place while fighting
continued.Nagorno-Karabakhisa
breakawayregioninside Azerbaijan
butrun by ethnic Armeniansand
backed by Armenia. It broke away
from Azerbaijanina 1990swarbut
isnotrecognised by any countryas
anindependentrepublic.Dozens
of peoplehavebeenreportedkilled
and hundreds wounded since

clashes between Azerbaijan and
ethnic Armenian forces broke out
on Sunday, threatening to draw in
neighboursincluding Azerbaijan’s
close ally Turkey.After a closed-
door discussion on Tuesday the
15-member U.N. Security Council
“expressed concern” about the
clashes,condemned the use of force
andbackedacallby U.N.Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres for an
immediate halttofighting.
Furtherstokingtensionsbetweenthe
twoformer Sovietrepublics, Armenia
saida Turkish F-16 fighterjethad
shotdown one ofitswarplanesover
Armenianairspace, killingthe pilot.
It provided no evidence of the
incident. Turkey called the claim
“absolutely untrue”,and Azerbaijan
alsodeniedit.
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