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NEWS

L200MW added to thermal

powerplants' capacity

The Director of Planning at Thermal Power Plants
Holding Company said that 1,200-megawatt
electricityhasbeenadded to the currentgeneration
capacity ofthermal power plantsin the country.
Hamidreza Azimi broke the news on Tue. and
reiterated that 1,239-megawattelectricity hasbeen
addedto the production capacity of thermal power
plants.

Some 580 thermal electricity generation units have
so farbeen constructed in 129 power plants of the
country, he said, adding, “With the inauguration of
these projects, the number of thermal power plants,
runningunderthe private sectorandlarge industries,
have hit 380 while production capacity of these
thermal power plantshashit46,385 megawatts.”
Accordingly, about 68 percentoftotal electricity
generation capacity ofthermal power plantsisowned
by the private sector, he said, adding, “During the
tenure ofthe currentadministration dubbed ‘Hope
and Prudence', 13,135-megawattelectricityhasbeen
addedto the production capacity of thermal power
plantsinthe country,showinga considerable hike.”
The Director of Planning at Thermal Power Plants
Holding Company pointed outthat 1,239-megawatt
electricityhasbeenadded to the generation capacity
ofthe thermal power plants in the current year
(started March 21,2020) named after ‘Surge in
Production’

Accordingtothe scheduled program envisioned for
the nextyear, 645-megawattelectricity hasbeen
added to the generation capacity of thermal power
plantsinthe nationwide, headded.

Iran, Nigeriadiscuss energy

Ccoop.

Iran's Ambassadorto AbujaMohammad Ali Bakmet
and held talks with Minister of State for Petroleum
Resources ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria Timipre
Marlin Sylva on the expansion of energy cooperation.
During the meetingwhich took place on Tuesdayin
the Nigerian capital of Abuja, the [ranian ambassador
and Nigerian minister discussed topics of mutual
interest.

Emphasizing the many commonalities between
Iranand Nigeriainthe field of energy, including the
membership ofthetwo countriesinthe Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and the
Assembly of Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF),
the two sides stressed the need to further expand
cooperation between the two countriesin the field
ofenergy.

Iranian ambassador presented his credentials
to President Muhammadu Buhari in Abuja in
September.

Iran preparing toexport PCR
kits: Sattari

Iran's Vice President for Science and Technology
Sorena Sattari said that Iran is preparing the
necessary preparations for the exportof coronavirus
PCRkitsandincreasing the exportofventilator to
differentcountries.

"Ourknowledge-based companiesandresearchers
aretakingnew stepsinthe field of coronavirus every
day," said Sattari.

Stating that Iran has alotof exportsin different
fieldsinthe fightagainstthe coronavirus to various
countries,headded, "Wehave exportrestrictions due
todomestic productionlaws in some fields, whichis
alsobeingcoordinated tobe moreactivein the field of
exportofventilatorsand PCR detectionKkits."

"Iranis currently exportingserology diagnostickitsto
Europeanand neighboring countries, and in the field
of PCRKits, weare planningand making the necessary
arrangementsto exportthesekitsaswell," henoted.
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Seafood Exports Top 3308Sm p.a.

Atotalof146,000tonsofseafoodworth539$
millionwere exported from Iraninthelast
fiscalyear (March20-2019),accordingtothe
headofIranFisheries Organization.

“Thefiguresshow
arespectiveriseof
1.41%and 2.06%
in tonnage and
NEWS value compared
B \jiththe 143,970
tons of exports worth $528
millioninthe previousyear,”
Nabiollah Khounmirzaeiwas
alsoquotedassayingby Mehr
News Agency.
He added that seafood
importsoverthe same period
stoodataround 29,000 tons
worth $98.9 million, marking
a rise of 41.28% in value
compared with the figure of
fiscal2018-19.
Iran is a major seafood
producerintheregion, with
trout, caviar and shrimp
currently being the main
exported products of its
fisheriessector.
According to the official,
shrimp productionwillreach
52,000 tonsbythe end ofthe

20,2021).

“Sturgeon production in
126 farms dedicated to this
purposeacross 21 provinces
isestimated toreach 3,600
tons.Fishfarmingin cageswill
alsoyieldatotalof15,000tons
bytheyearend, hesaid.
Khounmirzaei noted that
Iran Fisheries Organization
hasissued permits fortilapia
cultivationin the provinces
of Yazd, Qom, Semnan and
South Khorasan,addingthat
theproductionof5,000 tonsof
thisfishspeciesisprojectedin
thecurrentlranianyear.

He told IRNA that seafood

to reach 1.5 million tons
by the end of the current
year toregistera %15 rise
compared with the previous
year'soutput.‘/Aquacultureis
predictedtoaccountforsome
800,000 tons ofthe total sum
and the remaining 700,000
tons will be harvested from
water bodies. This means
that for the first time, our
production from seafood
farmswillsurpass ourfishing
yield,"hesaid
Khounmirzaei further said
Iran’s seafood sector has
created a total of 233,059
directandindirectjobs.

consumption in Iran has
increased from thelastfiscal
year’s12.1kilogramsperyear
to13.3kgthisyear” hesaid.

IsaGolshahi,director general
of IFO’s Seafood Quality
Improvement, Processing
and Market Promotion
Department, says the
organizationaims to bring
this figure close to the
annual global average of 20
kilograms.Over the pastfew
years,Iranhassetup cages for
fishfarminginthe seaaswell
aswaterbodiesbehinddams,
andisexpandingthebusiness
aspartofitsplanstoincrease

currentlranianyear (March

production is estimated “Per

capita

seafood seafoodproduction.

Iran consideringto
supply electricity to
Afghanistan

Iranian Energy Ministry adopted plan
to supply electricity to Afghanistan
which soonwillannounced soon, Iran's
Ambassador to Afghanistan Bahador
Aminian said on Wednesday.

"The two countries have many

opportunities for ties development
in different fields that aliens should
not be allowed to sabotage them,
so if Afghanistan intends to develop
its ties, Iran would be the best option,
said Bahador Aminian atthe opening
ceremony of "Water, Electricity and
Renewable Energy Exhibition" in
Afghanistan.Pointing to the importance
ofthe Afghanistan marketfor the private

sectorinIran, Aminiansaid thatstatistics
showthat Afghanistanisimportingabout
$3 million annually, so if the country
developsabroader market for Iranian
products and thatIranian producers
are willing to cooperate with Afghan
partners.
HeaddedthattheIslamicRepublicoflran
isreadyto help the afghan peopleraise
thelevel of their production.

Iran sees 63pcincrease
in gasrefining capacity

in7 years

Iranian Gas refining capacity has
reached 1.1 billion cubic meters a day
compared to 670 million cubic meters
aday sevenyearsago,itwasannounced
onWednesday:.

Gas refining capacity of Iran has
witnessed 65 percentincrease after
sevenyearssince the currentIranian
governmenttook officein August2013.

Although gasnetwork development
enhanced after the start of extraction

of gas from South Pars gas field- the
world’s largest gas field- about two
decades ago, the process has been
acceleratedinthe pastsevenyears.
South Pars gas field is shared with
Qatar called North Dome by Qatar, isthe
world’slargestgas field with an area of
9,700 squarekilometers.

Now, over 98 percent of city's
populationand 82 ofrural have joined
gasnetwork.

Meanwhile, power plantsin Iran have
reduced use ofliquid fuel from43to 10
percent.

Daily national gas productionin Iran
is 880 million cubic meters, while the

figurehasbeen 635 million cubicmeters
sevenyearsago, so thatitshows 38.5
percentincreasein production.
Inarelated development, Managing
Director of National Iranian Gas
Company (NIGC) Hassan Montazer
Torabisaid on September 7 thatIranian
gasexportshasrisenup by 88 percent
increasein pastsevenyears.

In August, Petroleum Minister
Bijan Zangeneh said the value of
petrochemical projects will rise to 25
billion dollars after opening 27 more
projects with 17 billion dollars of
investmentby the end ofthe nextIranian
yearon March 20,2022).
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Industrial Investments Hit4.3$
Billion in Four Months

A total of 1.19 quadrillion
rials ($4.39 billion) worth of
investments are estimated to
have been made in industrial
unitswithestablishmentpermits
during the first four months of
the currentlranianyear (March
20-July 21).The volume shows
anincrease 0f20.6% compared
with the similar period oflast
year, the latestreportreleased
by the Ministry of Industries,
Mining and Trade shows.A
total of 11,204 establishment
permits wereissued during the

period, registeringa33.3%year-
on-year growth. These projects
are expected to have created
around 242,021 jobs, 20% more
comparedwiththeyearbefore.A
total of 264.84 trillion rials
($970.14 million) are estimated
tohavebeeninvested in projects
with operatinglicenses during
the four-month period, which
indicatea104.6%year-on-year
rise.Atotal of 1,778 operating
licenseswereissued during the
period, whichshowsa9.9% YOY
decline.
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Iran apparel
exports to 29
countries hit
$35mn in five

months

The Spokesman of
the Iranian Customs
Administration
announced that in the
first 5 months ofthe year
(March20-September21),
Iran has exported more
than4,527tonsof clothing
worth $35,190 million to
29 countriesoftheworld.
Inthe first five months of
the currentlranianyear
(March20-September21),
Iranhasexported 4,527
tons of clothing worth
$35,190,052 million to
more than 29 countries,
Seyed Ruhollah Latifi said
andadded, “Thisis while,
in the last Iranian year
only4 countriesincluding
Afghanistan, Russia,
Iraq,and Yemen were the
destinationsofthelranian
clothing export."The
Customs Administration
spokesman noted,
“Currently, our country's
garments and textile
are being exported to
Iraq, Kuwait, Australia,
Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Uzbekistan, Russia,
Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Germany,
Korea, Japan, UAE,
England, Venezuela,
Ivory Coast, Italy, Turkey,
Canada, Qatar, Oman,
Nigeria, Switzerland,
Pakistan, Georgia, Spain,
and Denmark.’Although
the commercialimportof
clothingis prohibited, the
amountofclothingimport
duringthisperiodhitless
thantwo 2.5 tonsworth $
514,441 thousand, healso
added.

IranAir
toresume
Germany

flightsafter?
months

IranAir will resume
flights to Germany early
October after seven
months of hiatus due
to the outbreak of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Accordingto the Director
of Iran’s Civil Aviation
Organization, Touraj
Dehghani  Zanganeh,
the permission to flights
has obtained awaiting
final confirmation from
Germany.Receiving the
final permission, the
country’s flag carrier
airlinewill operate flights
to Frankfurtasof October
3.IranAiralsowillrestart
flights to Turkey as of
September25.
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Europe must
takerisksto
save Irandeal;
US journalist
“T r u m p
administration’s
argument that
it remains a
participating state
after declaring that
it was no longer
participatingin the
JCPOAtobeabsurd,”
an American
journalisttells ILNA.
Speaking to ILNA
news agency, Jim
Lobe who is the
Editorial Director
of Responsible
Statecraftreferred
to the future of the
Iran nuclear deal
and said “Itdepends,
among other things,
on who takes office
as U.S.presidentin
January 2021, and
on the degree to
which the EU shows
awillingness to take
morerisksvis-a-vis
its relations with
the U.S. to save the
agreement.”
Referring to the
recent trip of the
Director-General of
the Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) to
Iran, he confirmed
thatitwashopeful,
especially if Iran
fully cooperates
onthe outstanding
requests by the [AEA
to visit the sitesin
question.

“If the sites are
inspected to the
IAEA’s satisfaction
and if the report
confirms that all
possible military
dimensions ofIran’s
nuclear workended
in 2003 and are
fully accounted for,
the Israeliand U.S.
cases against Iran
will be substantially
weakened.”

Asked about the
outcome of the US
election, he added
thatit’simpossible
to predict. I think
mostkey analysts of
U.S. politics believe
he will do whatever
he can, including
casting doubt on
the validity of the
election (unless he
clearly wins) and
inciting violence by
his supporters, to
remainin office.
Answering to
question  about
“Does Iran have
therighttoreduce
its obligations”, he
said “That’s more of
apolitical question
thanalegalone.”

=

TRGChboosting Iran weapons'
capabilities: Salami

SatingthatIranisgettingstrongereveryday, Commander ofthelslamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) Major General Hossein Salami said
thatIRGCisboostingIranweapons' capabilities.

"The UShasnotgivenup onitsexpansioniststrategyandisseekingto
imposeitsdominance onother countries," said Salamiina ceremony
fordeliveringdronesand chopperstothe IRGCnavyin BandarAbbas.
"Thisisthe difference betweenleaders who governthe world with
wisdom and those who lackwisdom. Thoughtfulleaders whorule
the world wisely multiply their friends, butleaderslacking political
wisdomwhoareindecline,increasetheirenemies,"headded.

"The USpresidentsayshewanted toassassinate the Syrian President,
whichmeans the end of the political season ofa power that openly
wantstoassassinatethelegitimate presidentofacountry,"henoted.
Referringtotherole ofthe United Statesinnormalizingtherelations
between the UAE and Bahrain with the Zionistregime, Salami said,
"They make arelationship between the rulers of the reactionary
regimesandtheZionistssothatthe IslamicUmmahwillhatethem.”
He continued, "Can American officials walkalone on one ofthe streets
ofasmallIslamiccountrytoday? They cannotbecauseallnationsare
againstthem.”

"Weare gettingstrongereveryday,' [RGC chief said.

Satingthateven the American people are now chantingthe slogan
"Down with USA", Salami said, "We see nothing in the US but

smoke, fire, poverty, racism, and the
polarizationandlackoffreedom.”
"On the contrary, we are firmly
andsteadilyincreasing our power
here, and we will never stop. We
are increasing the range of our
weapons, he highlighted.

IRGC chiefwentonto say, "Today, our
navyisnotjustlimited to the surface of
theseasanditisanair-basedseaforce which
isutilizing differentkinds of drones, helicoptersand
seaplanes,andatthe sametime enjoys considerable power
inthefield of submarines."

'"US economic war based on illusions,
miscalculations'

In his Wednesday remarks, Iranian

President Rouhanisaid the US economic

war againstIraninthe pasttwo and half

years hasbeen based onillusions and

miscalculations.

In the Cabinet
meeting, he said just
the same as 1980,
i.e.thetime of Iran-

N E w s Iraq war, Iranisin

NEWS a war, this time an

m— economicone.
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"We have had economic |

sanctions since 1980, but
the economic war against
usbeganin2018," hesaid,
"Today,itisnotaquestion
of sanctions, we are onein
an economic war, and the
United States has entered
the war with Iran with
allits facilities, banking
and economicrelations,
and its multinational
corporations.”

"Twoand a halfyears ago,
the United States started
an economic war against
us, based onillusions and
miscalculations. Their goal
was to close all economic
gateways to Iran,” Rouhani

said.

"When the Americans
imposed thiseconomicwar
onlranin 2018, they said
wewould enter Tehranina
fewmonthsandtheIranian
establishmentwould not
seeits40thanniversary,"
hesaid.

"The Americans had told
Europeanleaders to give
them three months,"
Rouhani noted, "Two
Europeanleaderstold me
that Trump had told them
to wait for three months
and thatwith the economic
pressure the UShad puton

Iran...the Islamic Republic
of Iran would not be in
power for another three
months."

This was also anillusion
and amiscalculation, he
reiterated.

Amercians, initially,
wanted to overthrowIran's
establishmentoratleast
sow some tensionandriots
inIranandkill atreaty but
none of their dreams have
cometrue, Rouhanisaid.
The same treaty that the
Americans wanted to kill
besidesthe UN Resolution
2231 made a mess with

the US, he said adding
that thisis the first time
in history thatthe US has
not been successful in
persuadingthe UNSCtoact
upon Americans'bullying
desires.

"European countries that
have been traditionally
the United States' allies
stood up to it. Russiaand
China opposed the US.
Other members of the
Security Council opposed
the country. Indonesia
and Niger bravely stood
up to the United States," he
noted.

Maduro:

US allowing CIA to
conduct terrorist
actsin Venezuela

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
said that Trump's administration gave
itsapproval to the Central Intelligence
Agencyto carry outrecent"covertand
terroristoperations" againstanarray of
targetsin Venezuela.

"They have given the CIA the greenlight
to come with direct agents to covert
and terrorist operations against oil,
electricity, military, electoral targets
and other dirty covertactionslike those
used by the CIA," he told state television
in Spanish on Tuesday, speaking of
the Trump administration, Sputnik
reported.

This comes amid a series of
developmentsthat followed the capture
ofaUS spynear Venezuela'slargest oil

refinery earlier this month.

Following an investigation into the
matter, the Venezuelan president said
thatthe spy, whowasarrested alongside
three othersin Falcon State, served asa
communications operatorata CIAbase
inIragbetween2006and 2016.
Maduro noted that the US Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) has
beenused by the White House to attack
Venezeulaand overthrow Caracas. "It
has placed the DEA as the operator
agency of the attack against Venezuela,
whatisnew todayisnotthatthe DEA
isinvolved with the Colombian drug
trafficking group to attack Venezuela,
thenewthingisthatthey haveapproved
thatthe CIA getinvolved in operations
terroristattacks againstVenezuela," he
stated on Tuesday.

Earlier this year, a group of 13
individuals were captured by
Venezuelan security forces. Two of the
13 detainees were lateridentified as US
citizens Luke Denmanand Airan Barry.

A testimony published soon after
showed a detainee saying the group
was made up of "intermediaries of the
security chief of the USA president,
they say they are from the security
advisory of Donald Trump," according
toatranslated tweet.

Venezuelan Interior Minister Nestor
Reverol said thatone ofthe menwasa
DEAagent. However,the DEAhasdenied
theseallegations.
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US Unprecedentedly Isolated
at UNSC: Iranian Spokesman

The spokesperson for the Iranian government
highlighted the country’svictory over the US after
the UN Security Council rejected the US call for the
re-imposition of sanctions on Tehran.

Speakingto IRNA on Tuesday, Ali Rabiei highlighted
thehumiliatingdefeatthatthe US sufferedinitsbid
totriggerthe so-called snapbackmechanism ofthe
JCPOAtore-impose the sanctionsagainstIran.

The US has become greatly isolated as all UN
Security Council membersand the world nations
maintain that Washington’s bid to re-impose the
UNSCsanctionsonIranhasnolegalbasis,headded.
“From the viewpointofusand the international
community, the US’ unilateral claim would not
entailanylegal consequenceandisnotimportant
tothe United Nations Member States atall,” Rabiei
noted.

The spokesman then lashed out at the US for
returningto the policy of “bullying” afteritfailed to
achieveitsobjectivesin the political arenathrough
legal procedures.

The USmusthavereceived the signal thatthe world
ischanging, Rabieinoted, adding, “Because of the
short-sighted policies of Trump and the partners,
the United States itselfis the first victim of such
changeintheinternational system.”

Eventhethree Europeanpartiestothe 2015 nuclear
deal, which are Washington’s main allies, have
onceagainmadeitclearthatthe UShasnorightto
re-imposethe anti-Iranian sanctions,deemedtobe
nulland void, headded.

The American presence in the West Asiaregion,
from Afghanistanto Palestine, hasleftafailedlegacy
of devastationthathasharmed theregional nations,
the spokesman deplored.

Trump’s efforts to verify the policy of bullyingin the
US’ unilateral agendahas suffered aheavy defeat
andreachedthe end oftheline, Rabieiadded.
Highlighting Iran’s success to preventa crisis-
creating Western consensus and reduce theall-out
political pressures, the spokesman said, “Witha
strategicview of the developments, we considerit
asavictory forthe Islamic Republic”

Theresults ofthe USisolationintheinternational
systemwould becomevisible in future,headded,
sayingnobody believed until recently thatthe US
wouldbeallaloneinthe UN Security Council, which
itcontrolled fordecades.

“Fromthe day one (after signingthe JCPOA), the US
wanted to sanction us to make usleave the JCPOA
and mobilize world supporttoimpose the sanctions
on (Iranian) people with the world, butnowithasto
actaloneafterafailed attempt,”headded,according
tothe government’s website.

Iranisaware ofthe “adventuristtechniques” used
bythe US presidents, Rabieinoted.

“When the international community nixes the
USmeasures such clearly, this could mean alegal
dissolution ofthe sanctionsregime,” he concluded.

Martyr Soleimani broke
US grandeurin world

Hailing Lt. General Soleimani’s sacrifices in defending
the country againstthe enemy, Ghalibafnoted thatthe
firstand foremostresult of the martyrdom of General
Soleimani was bringing down the US grandeur in the
world.

Speakinginan IRIB TV program on the occasion of the
commemoration of the Holy Defense Week, the Iranian
Parliament Speakerreferred to the significantrole ofthe
Lieutenant-General Ghasem Soleimani during the war
daysin defending the [ranian nation againstthe enemy.
Describinghim as one the influential commanders of the
Imposed War, Ghalibafsaid that, even after the imposed
war, General Soleimani also dedicated mostdecades of
hislifein defending the borders of the country against
terroristgroups.

Referring to the repeated failures of global arrogance in
West Asia, he said, “General Soleimani defeated the United
Statesin the Persian Gulfregion forabout 20 years."
Ghalibafalso spoke aboutthe martyrdom of General
Soleimani wholived hislife gloriously and morally and his
martyrdom broughtaboutimportantdevelopmentand
changed the equationsin West Asia.

Considering General Soleimani as one of the impressive
figures ofthe Resistant Frontand Islamic movement, the
spokesman likened the martyrdom of General Soleimani
tothe martyrdom of Mohamad Beheshti thatresult of
which was the eradication of any hypocrisies in the first
years of the foundation of the Islamic Republic.

“Also, the martyrdom of General Soleimanibroughtdown
the grandeur of the United States at the international
level,andin the second phase of [slamic Revolution it will
eradicate any westernizations in the country”, Ghalibaf
added.

Martyr Qasem Soleimani was assassinated in atargeted

drone strike on

January 3,2020,in Baghdad, which wasapproved
by US President Donald Trump. The strike was strongly
condemned by many, including the Iranian government,
and a multi-city funeral was held in Iraq and Iran for the
general and hiscompanions.




Trafficpolicetousebikesin Isfahan

Thehead of Isfahan Traffic Police said thattrafficpolice will use bikesin central Isfahan
soon.Colonel MohammadrezaMohammaditold IRNA on Wednesday thatthe Police on
bikesprojectschemewillgointo effectin centralIsfahan (Zayandehrudriver).
Implementingtheschemewouldhelptrafficpoliceofficersattend thescenessoonerand
makethemmore easilyavailable, mostimportantlyinareas which are highly congested,

Mohammadiadded.Hesaid thatusingbicycles would notlead the traffic officers to follow
trafficlaws compared to the situation when they drive police car, forinstance, they can take one-way
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streetsprovided thattheygetoffthebicycleand walkalongthe street.World Car Free Dayhasbeen designed so
thatweallavoid usingourvehicleson thisdate. While carsare convenientand offeranumber of benefits, they
also contribute adangerousamountofpollution,sohavingaday offcomes highlyrecommended. World Car
FreeDayisgreatforraisingawarenessaboutthese concernsand helpingtoreduce emissions.

Iransees 69pcincreaseingas refining
capacityin ¢ years

World Becoming Less Tolerant of Migrants:

Gallup Poll

Theworldisbecominglesstolerantof migrants,accordingto

apollreleased on Wednesday as Europe prepared to unveil

anewasylum planin the wake ofablaze atan overcrowded

campin Greece thatleftthousands withoutshelter.

Seven European countries, led by North
Macedonia, Hungary,Serbiaand Croatia, topped
the Gallupindexofthe world'sleast-accepting
countries.

Butthe sharpestchangesinattitudes werein
Peru, Ecuadorand Colombia, which have seen
aninfluxofVenezuelansfleeingturmoilathome.
Canada was the most welcoming country
towards migrants, followed by Icelandand New
Zealand,accordingtotheindexbased onmore
than 140,000 interviewsin 145 countriesand
regions.

The pollasked people theirviewsabouthaving
migrantslivingintheir country,becomingtheir
neighborsand marryinginto their families.
Index scores ranged from 1.49 in North
Macedoniato 8.46in Canada, justbelow the
maximum possiblescore of9.

Gallupmigration expert]Julie Ray said theslight
globalfallinacceptance-5.21in2019 down
from 5.34in 2016 - was driven by marked
changesinLatin American countries.
Peru'sscoretumbledto3.61from6.33in2016,
while the number of Colombians who said
migrantslivingintheir countrywasagoodthing
droppedto29percentfrom61percent,Reuters
reported.

Thefirst Gallup Migrant Acceptance Indexwas
conducted amid the backlash following the

2015 migrantcrisisin Europe, whenmorethan
amillion peopleheaded tothe continentfleeing
warand povertyinthe Middle Eastand beyond.
EU countrieshavelongbeenatloggerheadsover
how to handle the influx of migrants, many of
whomarrivein Mediterranean countries after
perilousboatjourneys.

The bloc's executive will unveil a plan on
Wednesday which would legally oblige all
members to host their share of refugees -
somethingrejected by Poland and Hungary
amongothers.
Theproposalhasbeenbroughtforwardbecause
ofafire onthe Greekisland of Lesbosafortnight
agowhich destroyed amigrantcampholding
more than 12,000 people - four times the
numberitwassupposedto.

Among European countries, only Sweden
and Ireland made the Gallup top 10 of most-
acceptingcountries.

Ms.Raysaid some peoplewouldbe surprised by
thepositiveattitudesinthe United States, where
President Donald Trump has made curbing
immigrationacornerstoneofhispolicy.
"Despite the fact thatimmigrationis sucha
hottopicinthe US, Americansare mostly very
acceptingofmigrants,” shesaid.

The United Statesranked sixthintheindex, just
behind Sierra Leone. Ms. Ray said Mr. Trump
supporterswere farmoreacceptingofmigrants
thantheglobalaverage,scoring7.10.
Worldwide, the index showed acceptance
of migrants was greater among younger
generations, people with higher levels of
educationandthoselivinginurbanratherthan
ruralareas.

Poll: 51 Percentof US
Voters Want to Abolish
the Electoral College

Aslight majority of USvoters say the
Electoral College shouldbeabolished,a
new Hill-HarrisX pollfinds.

Fifty-one percentofregistered voters
surveyed in the Sept. 10-14 poll said

the current Electoral College system
should be abolished so thatwhoever
winsthenationwide popularvote wins
the presidency.By contrast, 49 percent
of voters said the current Electoral
College system should be keptasis "to
distribute voter poweramongall 50
states."The survey found Democratic
voterstobemorelikelythanRepublican
orindependentrespondentsto favor

abolishingthe Electoral College system.
Sixty-eight percent of respondents
whoidentified as Democrats said it
should be abolished compared to 49
percentofindependentsandjust33
percentof Republicans.The survey
comeslessthan 50 days from Election
Daywhere President Trumpwillhope
towinreelection against Democratic
challenger]oeBiden.

Prioritizes Politics

With the nation’s COVID19-death tollat200,000, US President
Donald Trump is engaged in an ongoing war against his

administration’s own scientists.

Over the past six months, the Trump
administration has prioritized politics over
science atkey moments, refusing to follow
expertadvice that mighthave contained the
spread ofthenovel coronavirusand thedisease,
COVID-19,itcauses. Trumpandhis people have
routinely dismissed experts’assessmentsofthe
gravity of the pandemic, and of the measures
needed tobringitunder control. They have
tried to muzzle scientists who dispute the
administration’srosy spin.

Justlastweek, Trump described Dr. Robert
Redfield, a virologist and head of the US
Centers for Disease Controland Prevention, as
“confused”because he said avaccine wasnot
likelyuntillate 2021. Trump, withoutevidence,
saiditcould bereadybeforetheelection.
While there is no indication that Trump’s
desperation for a vaccine has affected the
science or safety ofthe process, hisinsistence
thatonewould bereadybefore the electionis
stoking mistrustinthe very breakthrough he
hopeswillhelphisreelection.
TheTrumpvs.sciencedynamichasbeenevident
fromtheverybeginning.

In late January, after the virus had first
emerged in Wuhan, China, the CDClaunched
its emergency operations center. Whatwas
needed, epidemiologists said, was aggressive
publiceducationand contacttracingtoidentify
andisolate the first casesbefore the disease
spreadgotoutofcontrol.

Instead, Trump publicly played down the virus
inthose crucial first weeks, even though he
privatelyacknowledged the seriousnessofthe
threat.

“Iwanted toalways playitdown,” the president
toldjournalistBob Woodwardin March.

By mid-March, hospitals in New York and

200,000 Dead as Trump Vilifies Science,

elsewhere were deluged with patients and
storingbodiesinrefrigerated trucks.
OnMarch 31, the nation was still grappling
tounderstand the scope of the pandemic. Dr.
Deborah Birx, the White House coronavirus
response coordinator,and Dr. Anthony Fauci,
directorofthe National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, stood nexttothe president
toexplainjaw-dropping death projections. The
doctorssaid unlessthe country adopted masks,
practiced distancingandkeptbusinesses closed
therewouldbe 100,000t0240,000 deaths.
They stressed thatifthe US adopted strict
measures, the deaths could remain under
100,000.

“Wewould hope thatwe could keep itunder
that,” Trumpsaid then.

Still, instead ofissuinganationalmaskmandate,
the Trumpadministration withinweeks posted
its“Openingup America Again”plan.

The CDCbegan developingathickdocument
of guidelines to help decision-making about
reopening. Butthe White House thoughtthe
guidelines toostrict. They “would never see
thelightofday,” CDCscientists were told. The
AP would eventually release the 63-page
document which offered science-based
recommendations for workplaces, day care
centersandrestaurants.

Thepredictable happened: Cases surged after
communitiesreopened,and hope forkeeping
thedeathtollunder 100,000 vanished.
CDCrecommendations continued toberouted
through the White House task force for vetting
beforerelease.
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