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Knowledge-based
companies infull swing to

tackle sanctions

Domestic knowledge-based companies
are now flourished to the extent that
300 Iranian products have replaced the
sanctioned foreign ones, helping the
country to take steps toward a knowledge-
based economy to reduce the impact of
sanctions.

Currently, some 5,000 knowledge-based
companies are active in the country,
manufacturing diverse products to meet
the needs ofthe domestic market while
savinglarge amounts of foreign currency.
Although sanctions have put pressure
onthe country,ithas provided aunique
opportunity forbusiness developmentand
theactivity ofknowledge-based companies
inthe country.

The fields of aircraft maintenance, steel,
pharmaceuticals,and medical equipment,
oil and gas are among the sectors that
researchersintechnology companies have
engagedin,leadingtoimportreduction.
In recent years, the vice presidency
for science and technology has been
supportingknowledge-based companies
active in the production of sanctioned
items, Ismail Ghaderifar, head of the center
for strategic technologies development
of the vice presidency of science and
technology, said.

“Although we are facing the toughestand
mostsevere sanctionsin the field of the
aviation industry, the country's air fleet
isworking well in the field of repair and
overhaul ofaircraftengines by knowledge-
based companies,” he stated.
Eventheseresearchersaretakingabigstep
to build turbine systems and air engines,
whichwill beachievedinthenext4-5years,
headded.

Graphite electrodes save $60-100m
Ghaderifar wenton to note thatanother
area of great importance is the steel
industry, where two knowledge-based
companies entered and produced the
“graphite electrodes” thatareabasicneed
of steel companies.

Regarding the foreign exchange savings
that the production of these graphite
electrodeshasbrought, he noted thatitis
estimated atabout$60-100 million.
Noneed toimportanti-coronaitems
Ghaderifaradded thatunder sanctions
in the most difficult conditions, Iran
combatted the pandemicand knowledge-
based companies could make the country
independent. Moreover, they managed to
produce pharmaceutical itemsrequired by
the country'shealth system.

“Also, the production of medical equipment
such asventilatorsis one ofthe honors of
knowledge-based companies, whichisa
vitaland importantitem for ICU patients,
which have evenreached the exportstage,”
hesaid.

Electrospinningisanother productmade
by knowledge-based companies, which
canapplyanano-layeronthefibers. Europe
which wasthe only producer ofthe product
refused to transfer the production line to
Iran due to sanctions, and the price ofeach
productionline was one million euros, he
highlighted.
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IRISL Reports 7SS minin Revenues
despite Anti-Iran Sanctions

TheIslamicRepublicoflran ShippingLine

Group (IRISL) saidrevenuesofthecompany

topped 778$ millionintheyearendingJune

21despiteaseriesofharsh USsanctions
seekingtochokeoffthecountry’strade.

IRISL CEO
Mohammad
RezaModarres
Khiabanisaid
on Wednesday
thatthe state-
run shipping
lines had carried more
than 23 million metric
tons of cargoes over the
12-month period, asign
that US sanctions had
barely disrupted trade to
and from Iran.

“This figure has been
achieved despite the
oppressive sanctions
and the coronavirus
outbreak,” said
Modarres Khiabani,
making a reference
to lower demand for
container  shipping
around the world as a
resultofthe pandemic.
He said that IRISL’s
share of operations
in southern Iranian

NEWS

ports, frequented by
international container
ships, had beenaround
19 percentin the year
endinglate June,adding
thatthe group had less
thanathird ofthe market
innorthernIranianports
over the same period.

Modarres Khiabani said
a key issue in IRISL’s
operation over the
12-month period was
to comply with strict
international standards
ontheuse of new fuels
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foritsships.

He said the company
had spentatotal of $145
million on low-sulfur
fuels, half of which had
been obtained trough
foreign suppliers, to
comply with mandatory
regulations of the
International Maritime
Organizations thatcame
into effectin early 2020,
Press TVreported.
That caused the net
profitofthe IRISLtodrop
to juts more than $14

million, he said, adding
that gross profits over
theyearin question had
amounted to nearly $85
million.

He said shippinglarge

cargoes of Iranian
fuel to Venezuela, a
country also under
American sanctions,
was amajor victory for
the IRISL, describing
the conclusion of the
operation in June as a
historic moment for the
company.

Reviving small mines
plays significantrole injob

creation

By Mahnaz Abdi

The plan for reviving small mines in Iran was
firstlaunched by Iran Mine House in early
2018inthe framework of some agreements
with the miningassociations and companies.
Thenthe planwas officially putinto operation
in April this year, and the Industry, Mining,
and Trade Ministry is pursuingitseriously.
The ministry hasrevived 42 such minesin
the firstfive months of the currentIranian
calendaryear (March 20-August21).

Based onthe datareleased by Iran Minerals
Productionand Supply Company (IMPASCO),
during the mentioned period, 510 mines
across the country have been identified
and prioritized under the framework of the
small-scale mines reviving activation and
developmentprogram.

Holding more than 10 joint technical
committee meetings with investors, as
well as holding meetings to activate the

country's copper mines with the help of the
National Iranian Copper Industries Company
(NICICO) werereported as other measures
takenin this program during the past five
months.

While reviving the small minesisamajor step
toward materializing “Surge in Production”,
which is the motto of the current Iranian
calendar year (began on March 20), it
also plays asignificantroleinjob creation
throughoutthe country.

Asreported, reviving the small mines has
created 300 job opportunities in the first
quarter ofthe currentIranian calendar year
(March 20-June 20).

Deputy Interior Minister Babak Dinparast
announced on Tuesday thatrevivingall ofthe
idle mines will create over 800,000 directand
indirectjobs.

Meanwhile, Mohamadreza Bahraman, the
head of Iran Mine House,announced inlate
March that preliminary studies have been
conducted on 1,800 minesin the countryand
reviving program has been investigated as
well, thatin addition to pick-up in production

it will lead to the creation of direct and
indirectjobs forabout425,000 persons.

As announced by the acting minister of
industry, mining, and trade, 50 small
mines were projected to be revived in 12
provincesin the pastlranian calendar year,
while [ranian Mines and Mining Industries
Developmentand Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO) has said that 146 mines were
revived.

Jafar Sarqeini said thatifreviving each mine
createsjobs for 15 persons, reviving 50 mines
promisesjob opportunities for 750 persons.
The official hasalso announced that the plan
forreviving small mines will be defined forall
the provinces by the nextIranianyear.

And asreviving small mines stands among
the top priorities of IMIDRO, this plan is
hopedto create anoticeable number ofjobs
throughoutthe country.

Khodadad Gharibpour, the head of IMIDRO,
hasmentioned this plan as one of the most
significant plans of “Resistance Economy”,
saying thatIMIDRO is strongly determined
tocarryoutit.
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The global electric vehicle
race has reached Iran, as the
domestic engineering and
energy giant, MAPNA Group,and
majorautomaker [ran Khodro
Company (IKCO) are gearingup
tojointly produceEVs.

After successfully testing 20 EV
prototypesinjune, MAPNA has
joined hands with IKCO to mass

MAPNA,IKCO Form Alliance to
Produce Electric Vehicles

After successfully testing 20
electricvehicle prototypesin
June, MAPNA hasjoined hands
with IKCO to mass produce

produce electricvehicles, the
group’s website Mapnagroup.
comreported.

Farshad Moqimi, the head of
IKCO, reviewed the prototypes
and different EV development
labs at MAPNA on Sunday and
metAbbas Aliabadji, the CEO of
theengineeringgroup, todiscuss
thedetails oftheir collaboration.
Considering the investments
made in the field and tapping
into MAPNA's potentials, IKCO
canspeedupitsmovetoward EV
production.
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Iran’sfishery
production
risesnoticeably
inrecentyears
[ran Fisheries
Organization  (IFO)
Head Nabiollah Khoun-
Mirzaeisaid thatfishery
productionhasincreased
noticeablyinthe country
intherecentyears, [RIB
reported.

Making the remarks on
thesidelinesofsigninga
cooperationagreement
with the National
Nutrition and Food
Technology Research
Institute, the official put
Iran’s annual fishery
output at 1.28 million
tonsinthe pastIranian
calendaryear (ended on
March 20),and said the
figure is anticipated to
reach 1.37 million tons
inthisyear,and surpass
1.5milliontonsinthenext
year.

Khoun-Mirzaei  has
announced that the
country’s fishery export
stood at 146,000 tons
worth $538.9 millionin
thepastlranianyear;while
the import was 29,000
tons valued at $98.9
million, soIran’s fishery
trade balance was $440
million in the previous
year.

He has also said that
233,059 persons are
currently workingin the
country’sfisherysector.
Putting the country’s
fishery output at 1.28
million tons in the past
year, the official said itis
while the planned figure
was 1.25 million tons,
and underscored that
this amount of output
wasachieved despite the
sanctions and related
difficultiesinthe previous
year.

Henoted thatthe output,
whichwasmorethanthe
projected amount, was
achieved throughthehelp
ofresearchsectorsaswell
asthe ground laid by the
privatesector.
Referring to the high
quality of Iran’s fishery
products, the head of
the IFO said that these
products weresold easily
intheexportmarkets.

In  mid-January, he
had also said that new
exportdestinationshave
welcomed Iran’s high-
qualityfisheryproductsin
the pastIranian calendar
year.“New markets
including China, South
Korea, and the Eurasian
Union nations have
opened up for Iranian
fishery productsin this
year”,Khoun-Mirzaeisaid
atthetime.
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Yemen
Reiterates
Supportfor
Palestine,
Slams
Normalization
Deals

Yemen’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
reiterated the
country’s support
for the legitimate
struggle of the
Palestinian people
to restore their
usurped rights
and establish their
independent state
with Jerusalem al-
Qudsasits capital.
In a statement,
the ministry also
condemned, in the
strongestterms, the
UAE and Bahrain's
agreements to
normalize relations
with the Zionist
entity, considering
normalization a
total betrayal of the
central Arab cause,
andastabintheback
of the Palestinian
people,and the Arab
and Islamicnation.
The statement
indicated that the
tendency of some
Arab regimes to
normalize ties with
the Zionist entity
under American
auspices will not
achieve security for
these regimes or
bring peaceinto the
Middle East. Rather,
it will provoke
people'sdiscontent
with thoseregimes,
and threaten
security and stability
intheregionand the
world.

The statementadded
that the main goal
of normalization

is to achieve
political gains
for the American
and Zionist
administrations,
al-Masirah TV
reported.

The normalization
that took place is
between the Zionist
entity and the
puppet regimes of
America, not with
the free Persian Gulf
and Arab peoples
who stand by the
rights of the children
of the wusurped
Palestinian people,
itunderlined.

The statementcalled
on the Palestinians
to unite ranks and
rejectdifferencesto
face the plots being
hatched againstthe
Palestinian cause.

US Objectionto ICI’s
Jurisdiction Lacks Legal Basis:
Iran's Envoy

[ran’srepresentativeinthe International CourtofJusticerejected the
inadmissiblereasonsthe US governmenthas given to challenge the
ICJ’sjurisdictionto consideracomplaintlodged by Tehranagainstthe
re-imposition of Americansanctions.

Inremarks on Wednesday, director ofthe Iranian Presidency’s Centre
forInternational Legal Affairsand the country’srepresentativeinthe
International CourtofJustice, Hamidreza Olumi Yazdi,said the UShas
questioned the [CJ'sjurisdiction with the purpose of delayingthelegal

procedureforhearinglran’scomplaintand the strongevidenceforthe
USviolation ofthe 1955 Treaty of Amity.

The US'reasonsto objecttothe IC]’s competence toruleinthe case
eitherlacklegal basisorarebased ongroundlessallegationsagainst
Iran,headded.

Denouncing the illegal re-imposition of US sanctions after its
withdrawal fromthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, Olumi Yazdi
said the cruel sanctionshave already targeted all sectors of Iran’s
economy,includingthe oiland gasindustries, financialand banking
sector,automotive and shippingindustries, metal productionand
construction.

The USsanctionshaveinflicted widespread financialand non-financial
damagesontheIranian peopleand companies, he deplored.

Thelranian official finally reminded
theIC] presidentand judges that
theinternational courthasnow
a“historicopportunity”tostand
againstthe US government’s
unilateralismandlaw-breaking,
todismiss Washington’sbaseless
objection,and begin to hearthe
case.

The International Court ofJustice has
begun weeklong sessions on the issue of

itsjurisdictionto considerthe complaintfiled by [ranagainstthere-
imposition of USsanctions.

Riyadh May Have Enough Uranium Ore to Produce
Nuclear Fuel: Report

Arenowned

university professor and

political analystbelieves thattherulers

ofthe UAE and Bahrain considerrelations

withtheIsraeliregime as aguarantee for

the United Sta

tes’long-lastingsupportfor

theirregimes.

=

Saudi Arabia likely

has enough mineable
ISFAHAN uranium ore reserves
N E w s topave the way for the
domesticproduction of

NEWS nuclearfuel.

1 G This is according to

confidential documents seen
bytheBritishdailythe Guardian.
Details of the stocks are
containedinreportsprepared
for the kingdom by Chinese
geologists, who have been
scrambling to help Riyadh
map its uraniumreserves at
breakneckspeedaspartoftheir
nuclear energy cooperation
agreement.

Thedisclosure will intensify
concerns about Riyadh’s
interestinanatomic weapons
program.

The surveyreportdescribes
how geologists worked all
year round despite blistering
summer heat to identify
reserves that could produce
over 90,000 tons of uranium
from three major depositsin
the centerand northwestofthe
country.

Theseare “inferred deposits”,
estimated frominitial surveys.
Further exploration would be
needed to confirm uranium
reservesand calculate the cost
ofextraction.

Saudi Arabia has been open
aboutitsambition to extract
uranium domestically, witha
senior official describingitin
2017 asastep towards “self-
sufficiency” in producing
nuclear fuel for an energy
program.

The2019 survey suggeststhat
thereserves could potentially
provide Saudi Arabiawithboth
fuel for thereactorsitwants to
build,and surplusforexport.
The Guardian could not
independently verify the
authenticity of the report,
compiled by the Beijing

Research Institute of Uranium
Geology (BRIUG) and China
National Nuclear Corporation
(CNNC),workingwith the Saudi
Geological Survey.

“If some of these became
actually viable deposits-and
there’s no way of knowing
whetherthat’spossible ornot-
theactualamountsare probably
goingtobewellinexcessofwhat
apower plant, or afew power
plantswould need,” said Prof
Kip Jeffrey,head of Camborne
schoolofminesatthe University
of Exeter.

IfSaudi Arabiaisable to mine
sufficienturaniumdomestically,
rather thanrelying on foreign
providers, it could give the
kingdom a boost toward
creating its own weapons
program, expertssay.
“Ifyouare consideringnuclear
weapons development, the
moreindigenousyournuclear
programis, the better.Insome
cases, foreign suppliers of
uraniumwillrequire peaceful-
use commitments from end
users, so if your uranium is
indigenous, you don’t have
to be concerned about that
constraint,” said Mark Hibbs,
senior fellow in the nuclear
policy programatthe Carnegie
Endowmentfor Peace.
Anotherexpert, Bruce Riedel at
the Brookings Institution, said
theinformation showed that
the Saudis were “aggressively
pursuingthe prerequisites” for
eitheran energy or weapons
program and thatsecuringa
domestic source of uranium
wouldboosttheireffort.

The kingdom’s nuclear
ambitionshavebecomeasource
ofheightened concerninthe
US Congressand amongallies,
particularlysince Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman said
in2018thatiflran “developsa
nuclear bomb, we will follow
suitassoonaspossible”.

The greatest international
concernisoverthekingdom’s
lack of transparency. Under
a 2005 agreement with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), Saudi Arabia
avoidedinspectionsthrougha
small quantities protocol (SQP),
whichwaives IAEAmonitoring
uptothepointwherefissile fuel
isintroducedintoareactor. The
nuclear watchdog has been
trying to convince the Saudi
monarchy tonowaccepta full
monitoring program, butthe
Saudishavesofarfendedoffthat
request.

“Wearein conversation with
them. They are interested in
developingnuclear energy, for
peaceful purposes of course,”
IAEA chief Rafael Grossisaid
onMonday when asked about
verificationin SaudiArabia.
Therichestseam of reserves
appear in maps to be at or
very close to asite chosen for
the planned new city of Neom,
centerpiece of crown prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s
Vision 2030 projecttoweanthe
economy offoil.

Chinabegan prospectingwork
in2017 acrossnine different
areas identified as having
prospective uranium deposits,
and finished atthe end oflast

year.
Beijing’s  interests are
diplomatic and commercial.
Helping Saudi Arabia withits
nuclear programstrengthens
tieswithakeyUSally,and China
is always looking for fresh
suppliesoforeandbuyersforits
nuclear plants, said Hibbs.

The projectreportboasted of
theextremespeed ofthe project,
achieved in part by working
throughsummertemperatures
of over 50C (122F), leaving
several on the team with
heatstroke.

“According to international
common practice, it takes five
to eightyearstodiscoverand
estimateinferredresourcesofa
uranium-thoriumdeposit; this
projectonlylasted twoyears,”
the report said, referring to
anotherradioactive element
oftenfoundalongside uranium.
The exploration covered nine
blocks over 30,000 square
kilometers; there was oftenno
road access tosites or network
coverage.

“[Chinese] specialists stayed
in the field for eight straight
monthswith Saudi colleagues,
working through weekends,
holidays, and even spring
festival break [the biggest
holiday in the Chinese
calendar]”’

Astringof other setbacksare
detailedinthereport. Nearthe
border with Yemen, where a
Saudi-led aggressionisraging,
armed menregularly disrupted
drilling, and locals declared
certain areas offlimits to the
explorationteams.
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Tehran warns against
adventurism against Iran's

nuclear program

Iran's Ambassador to the Vienna-based
international organizations Kazem Gharibabadi
referred totherecentexplosion in the Shahid
Ahmadi Roushan nuclear facility and warned
against "any such reckless and dangerous
adventurism.”
Hemadetheremarkinhisreporton Thursdayto
the seasonal session of the Board of Directors of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
He said that "The fact that 22 percent of the
Agency’s global inspections aloneis conducted
inIran, showsthatIran hasthe mosttransparent
peaceful nuclear program amongthe Agency’s
Member States. Although the Agency is supposed
tofocusonthecurrentactivities,however, Iran has
voluntarily accepted therequestby the Agency to
address possible safeguardsissues.

In this context, the Director General’s current
reportdepicts the extra-miles which both Iran
and the Agency have taken toreachacommon
understanding ontheissuesathand, and to find
satisfactory resolutions for them. We, both, are
inagreementthatinorderto overcome possible
impediments,a conducive environmentshould be
established foritfirst, which certainly comes out
of mutual good-faith. The current extensive level
of cooperationbetween Iranand the Agency has
notbeenachieved easily,and we shouldn’tallow
ittobe diminished simply by imprudentpolitical
interests of few."

He said itwas "noteworthy that the same legal
instruments which entitle the Agency to enjoy
certainrights, alsoidentify the boundaries and
limitations for the assumption of such rights. In
thisregard, questions orrequests by the Agency
shouldbebased on convincingunderlyingreasons,
and independent information and findings.
Also,the Member States of the Agency should
seriously avoid exerting any pressure against
itfor preservingitsintegrity. By considering
such limitations and refraining from basing
the questionsand requests on allegations and
fabricated documents, the grounds were ready for
cooperationbetween Iran and the Agency.In this
line, sincethe Agency has considered and analyzed
information available toittill now, therefore, does
nothaveany further question orrequestsforaccess
tolocations otherthanthose declared by Iran."
Furthermore, he went on "to emphasize that
since few adversaries of the JCPOA could not
find any issuesin the recentyears to destroy
the JCPOA and cooperation between Iran and
the Agency, they have tried in vain to build their
arguments upon unfounded, baselessallegations.
Nevertheless,itisuponthe Board of Governors
andthe Agency’s Secretariatto show necessary
wisdomand foresightto avoid getting entangled in
theirmischief."

o
Ghalibatf:
[
Regional treacherousrulers
(] (] ] [ o
complicitinall Zionists'
[

crimes

In a statement, Iran's Parliament Speaker criticized the
normalization of tiesbetween some regional Arab states with
Zionists, saying thatthe treacherousrulers ofthe region are
complicitinallthe crimes ofthe Zionists.

Inhis Thursday statement, Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafwrote:
"Whatishappeningintheregionandin TVandelection showsis
notnewtothe peopleofthe world, especiallythe Muslim Ummah,
the Arabyouthand the oppressed people of Palestine."

For many years, many governments in the region have been
passionately kissing the bloodthirsty hands of the Zionists, he

added.
Ghalibafnoted thatwhathappened betweensome Arabrulers

andthe Zionistregime was simply to puton paperthe stigmaand
ugliness ofyears ofenmity between the rulers of some countries
andthe Palestinian people.

He quotesaverse from the Holy Quran saying, "Allah forbids you
onlyinregard to those who made waragainstyou onaccount of
religionand expelled you from yourhomesand supported [the
polytheists of Makkah] inyour expulsion, thatyou make friends
withthem,and whoevermakes friends with them—itistheywho
arethewrongdoers." (Al-Mumtahanah-9).

TheIranianspeaker stressed thatas the Supreme Leader ofthe
Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei, hasrepeatedly stressed, there
willbenosolution withoutthe Palestinian people,and thatthisis
apermanentissue.

Henamed the day ofhaving the recentagreementsignedas 'the
second Youmal-Nikah'.

On 11 September, the Israeli Regime and Bahrain agreed to
normalize relations. The two countries decided to establish
diplomatictiesamonth afterasimilar deal wasbrokered by the
United Statesbetween the Israeli Regime and the United Arab

Emirates.

Bahrainthenbecamethefourth

Arab countrytorecognize the Israeli Regime. The firsttwowere
Egyptin1979and]ordanin 1994.

The Palestinian Authority condemned the US peaceinitiatives as

biasedin favor ofthe Zionist Regime and criticized the UAE and

Bahrain for eroding the common Arab position, which offered
normalization to the [sraeli Regime asareward for withdrawing
fromthe "occupiedterritories”.



Itisupto UNSCtodecideonresolutions,not US:

UN chief

The UNsecretary-general saysitisupto the Security Council tointerpretitsresolution

IS\
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ontheJointComprehensive Planof Action (JCPOA) nucleardeal, following the US threats y

tosnapbackall sanctionsagainstIran."Itis the Security Council...thatis able to do the

interpretation ofthe Security Councilresolutions,and wewillactinline withwhatthe Security
Councildoes," Antonio Guterrestold reporters on Wednesday.His comments cameafter US Secretary of

20000 Rials

State Mike Pompeo claimed earlier on Wednesday that Washington would re-impose sanctionsonIraninthe

United Nationsnextweek tomake the armsembargoagainstthe IslamicRepublicpermanent.Backin August,
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Iran Launches New
Medical, Construction
Projects

IranianPresidentHassan
Rouhani on Thursday
inaugurated dozens of
projects in the health
and construction
sectors, which he said
would help people
amid the outbreak of
the coronavirus.In a
videoconference held
on Thursday morning,
Rouhaniinaugurated 26
national projectsrelating
to the healthcare and
medicalsector;roadsand
urbandevelopment,and
theRed CrescentSociety.
The president said
opening of the new
projects, including
1,400 newhospital beds,
would promote people’s
welfare amid the fight
againstthe coronavirus
pandemic.The new
projects would also
provideemployment for
nearly 4,000 people.

the USled afailed bid to extend anarms embargo on [ranthatis settobelifted in Octoberas partof Security
Council Resolution 2231, which endorsesthe 2015 multilateralnucleardeal.

TRISL Reports 7¢SS minin Revenues
despite Anti-Iran Sanctions

Iran President Urges Close Ties withJapanin
Congratulatory Message to Suga

Trump Contradicts Top Health Official on Vaccine,
Masks:'He Was Confused'

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani congratulated Yoshihide

Suga on his election as Japan's new prime minister,

expressing hope for the developmentoffriendly tiesbetween

Tehranand Tokyoinall fields.

US President Donald Trump took exception on Wednesday to
comments fromthe director ofthe US Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention, who said avaccine for the novel coronavirus
couldbebroadlyrolled outin mid2021-and that masks might
be evenmore effective.

Inamessage on Thursday, Rouhani warmly
congratulated Suga on taking office as Japan's
prime minister.

The president also paid tribute to former
Japanese prime minister, Shinzo Abe, for his
“majorand influential role” in promoting the
relations between Tehran and Tokyo.

“The constant consultations between the
officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Japan, especiallyin 2019 on the occasion of the
90thanniversary of establishment of political
ties which was marked by reciprocal visits
by the heads of the two states to the capitals,
have opened anew chapterin the expansion
ofrelationsinall fields of mutual interest,”
Rouhaniadded.

He further expressed hope that the friendly
relations between Iran and Japan and
their mutual cooperationin various fields,
particularlythe economicand tradeties, would
further grow during Prime Minister Suga’s
tenure.

“TheIslamicRepublicofIran’s policy hasalways
beenbased on helpingadvance peaceand

security, respect,and mutual commitment to
international undertakings and agreements.
Accordingly, Thopethatconsultationsandjoint
efforts of the Islamic RepublicofIranandJapan
overregionaland international subjects would
continuelike before,” the presidentsaid.
Healsowished theJapaneseleaderand people
health, successand prosperity.

Yoshihide Suga was elected as Japan's new
prime minister by the country'slower house
of parliamenton Wednesday, replacing Shinzo
Abewhoresigned because of poor health and
promising to continue his signature economic
policies.

71-year-old Sugawontheleadership contestof
the governing Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
onMonday.

The former Chief Cabinet Secretary and Abe
loyalistappointed anew cabinetshortly after
hebecame prime minister, keepingabouthalfof
the familiar faces fromhis predecessor'slineup.

Robert Redfield, in testimony to a
congressional committee, said thatgeneral
availability of a vaccine could come by "late
second quarter, third quarter 2021."
Trump,atanews conference, said he believed
avaccine will berolled out much sooner. He
said he called Redfield after his testimony
to question him aboutit, and that Redfield
appeared to have been confused by the
question, Reutersreported.

"[thinkhe made amistake whenhe said that,"
Trump said of Redfield's testimony. "I don't
thinkhe meansthat. When he saidit, I believe
hewas confused."

Trump said avaccine mightbe available in
amatter of weeksand thatthere wasaplan
tobegin distributingitwidely soon after the
Food and Drug Administration approvesit.
Trumpis eagerto have progress onavaccine
ahead ofthe Nov 3 presidential election.
Several companies are inlate-stage trials
ofavaccine and have expressed optimism,
butnone ofthe vaccines are yet proven to be
effectiveand safe.

Irancallson UNIDO
toboosteffortstohelp
memberstates

[ranian Deputy Foreign Minister for
Internationaland Legal AffairsMohsen
Baharvand urged United Nations
Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) tostrengthen effortstohelp
itsmember countries.

Baharvand whoisnowin Vienna,made
theremarksinhis meeting with the
currentDirector-General of UNIDO
LiYong.

In this meeting, referring to the
importance of UNIDOin the process
of industrialization of developing
countries, Bahravand evaluated
the effortsand actions ofthe UNIDO
and its managing director in the
implementation of some projectsin
[ranasimportant.
Rejectingtheillegaland unilateral US
sanctionsand theirnegative effects on
therights ofthe people, he called for
Yongtostepup UNIDO's effortstohelp
memberstates.

Young, for her turn, named Iranan

important UNIDO member and
presentedareportonthe progress
of UNIDO's activities in Iran and
announced the organization's
readinesstodefinenew projectsinthe
areasneededbylran.

Earlieron Wednesday, Baharvand met
and held talks with Ghada Wali, the
Director-General ofthe UN Office at
Viennaand Executive Director of the
United Nations Office on Drugsand
Crime (UNODC) and Director-General
ofthe International Atomic Energy
Agency Rafael Mariano Grossi.

Trump also criticized Redfield for saying
wearing a mask canbejustas effective as
avaccine. Trump was initially reluctant to
urge Americans towear masks buthassince

beenmorewillingto doso.Still, hehashelda
number oftightly packed events where many
participants have not covered their mouth
andnose.

"Numberone, it'snot more effective than a
vaccineandI called him aboutthat," Trump
said.

On Twitter late on Wednesday, Redfield said
hebelieved "100%" in the importance ofa
vaccine."ACOVID-19vaccineisthe thing that
will get Americansbacktonormal everyday
life," he said.

Despite quibbling with Redfield, Trump said
heretained confidence in his performance
atthe CDC.

Redfield, who is a member of Trump's
coronavirus task force, did say thatavaccine
couldbereadyassoonasthis November or
December,and thatlimited firstdoses could
go to those who were mostvulnerable, but
thatitmighttake untilmid-2021 forittobe
widely available.

"As soon as (a) vaccine gets approved
or cleared, we wanttobe inaposition to
distributeitwithin 24 hours," Redfield told
the US Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
on Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education,and Related Agencies.
But"inordertohave enough ofusimmunized
tohave immunity, [ thinkit's going to take six
toninemonths," headded.

The federal government will allocate
vaccines for each state based on the critical
populations recommended first for
vaccinationbythe USCDC.

Chinacallsformore
cooperationwith

Iran

AssistantForeign Minister of China
Deng Liin a meeting with Iran’s
Ambassadorin BeijingMohammad
Kehsavarzzadeh voiced his
country'sinterestin sustainable
expansion oftieswith Iranin every

field.

He also noted that his country
favorstheimplementation of the
agreementsbetween theleaders of
thetwo countries.

Deng Lisaid mutual supports of
both countries for each otherin
theinternational arenaisasign of
friendshipbetweenthe countries.
Appreciating China'shelpstoIran

to fightthe coronavirus epidemic,
Keshavarzzadeh thanked Beijing
for its valuable supports in the
internationalarena.
Healsoexpressedhisinclination for
strengtheningthe friendly tieswith
Chinaineveryfield.

Thetwo officialsalsodiscussed Iran
and Chinarelationsand issues of
mutualinterest.
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