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NEWS

Iran hopes toresolve
financial problems with
Iraq; official

“Iran annually exports nearly 3 billion
Eurosofgasand 700 to 800 million dollars
of electricity to Iraq, “the spokesman
of Iranian Oil, Gas and Petrochemical
Products Exporters' Union (OPEX) told
ILNA

Speaking to ILNA news agency, Seyed
Hamid Hosseinisaid thatIran's electricity
and gas are exported to Iraq every day,
and the country's total debt to Tehranis
unknown.

Referringto Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa
al-Kadhimiappointed Mustafa Ghaleb as
central bank governor; the member ofthe
Chamber of Commerce and Spokesman of
the Exporters' Union also noted thatthe
former Governor ofthe Central Bankoflraq
didnotcooperateseriouslyinreturningthe
blocked Iranian money.
“Itisnotyetpossible tojudge whatthe new
policy ofthe Central Bankand the TBI Bank
ofIraq willbeand how they will operate.”
He added “Butwe hope thatthese changes
willhelp usto solve ourbanking problems
with this country.”

"The values of goods exported to Iraq are
estimated separately from the technical
engineeringand electrical servicesthatare
exportedto this country,and we are trying
tomaintain our exports despite the existing
problems,includingthe U.S.sanctionsand
pressures.”

Thetwo countries have agreed thatlraq’s
governmentdepositthe moneyinthelraqi
dinar atanescrow account, buttheyhave
notfound yetamechanism forits transfer.

Iran to hold foraumon
boosting trade with Africa

The Trade Promotion Organization of Iran
isgoingtohold aforuminearly October to
weigh plans for boosting Iranian exports
to the African nations, an official has
announced.

Director General of the Arab and
African Bureau of the Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran, Farzad Piltan, said
the forum will be held on October 3 to
discuss planstoboostthe exportoflranian
construction materials and equipmentto
the African countries.

The eventis partofthe plansdevised by
the Trade Promotion Organization to help
the Iranian producers and exporters find
new markets given the African nations’
needs and Iran’s capacity for the export of
construction materials and equipment, he
noted.

Piltan said the forum would be attended
by the Iranian private companies and
representatives of government
organizations, such as the Foreign
Ministry, the Ministry of Road and Urban
Development, the chambers of commerce,
the unions, and the freight transport
companies.

He finally expressed hope that close
interaction withthe embassies ofIraninthe
African countries would help the Iranian
and Africanbusiness peopleand marketsto
getacquainted with each other and would
raise the trade ties with Africato the pre-
coronaviruslevels, [IFPreported.
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Iranian handicrafts suffer from poor

branding

Ehsan Mohammadi,an economicactivist

anddesignerofluxury handicrafts,added:

"[ranhasthehighestrankinmanybranches

ofhandicraftsintheworld,butourcountry's

productsare offered inthe targetmarkets

withoutanameorlogo."

As one of the
mostoriginal
arts and
crafts in the
world, Iranian
handicrafts

NEWS

m suffer from

poorbranding.

Ehsan Mohammadi,
an economic activist
and designer of luxury
handicrafts, added:
"Iran has the highest
rankin many branches
of handicrafts in the
world, butour country's
products are offered
in the target markets
withoutanameorlogo.”
He explained that the
lack of a specificbrand
and brand hasled other
countries to confiscate
Iranian handicraftsin
their own names. In
addition to financial

oftheir brand will also
take overtheintellectual
property of these
products.

Ehsan Mohammadi
continued: "This
situation has caused
many people to copy the
pure designs and ideas
of Iranian handicrafts
and use them in their
products without paying
afee,anditisinteresting
to know that even big
and well-known brands

He said that we must
preventthe continuation
ofthese conditions and
to stop them as soon
as possible, he said: In
the current situation,
Iranian artists do not
benefitfinancially from
their efforts, nor the
resultsoftheir effortsare
recorded intheirnames
and marketed.

The economic activist
added: "We have to
brand our country's

-\ | A
havebothitsintellectual
property and to benefit
from the economic
benefits of exporting
these products.”

Hesaid thatinthe design
of many products of
reputable brands, traces
of Iranian handicrafts
canbeseento benefit.
Ehsan Mohammadi is
a Persian handicrafts,
Persian carpet,
handicraft Designer.

gain, the registration

behave inthisway."

handicraftsin orderto

Taxon Production Sector
to Shift to Consumers

:A4-5%declineinthe production sector’stax
rates hasbeen envisioned in the next fiscal
year'sbudget (March 2021-22).

"Tax on consumption, however, willincrease
nextyear," Mohammad Bager Nobakht, the
head of Planand Budget Organization, was
quotedas sayingby Mehr News Agency.

The Plan and Budget Organization held
the first meeting of the so-called Budget
Headquarters 1400 (the Iranianyear starting
March2021) onAug.22.

Discussions centered on the makeup of the
headquarters, the Joint Commission—a
parliamentary body responsible for
reviewing the budgetbill as well as the five-
year economic development plans—and
eightspecialized taskforces.

These meetingsare beingheld regularly up
until Budget Day (the day the government
presentsits budgetto the legislature for
approval),i.e. Dec. 2.

Budgetary Woes

With a freefallin oil prices and the spread

ofthe new coronavirus, the governmentis
getting more and more worked up every
year, especially due to the fiscal burden of
sanctionsand the declinein oil sales.
Inthefiscal 2019-20, the relatively smaller
size of the budget deficit, the availability
of foreign exchange reserves from the
National Development Fund of I[ran and the
untapped potential of debtbonds prevented
the deficit’s aftereffects from impacting the
economy to some degree.

Inthe currentfiscal year (March 2020-21),
the widening budget deficit, the reliance of
budgeton financial bonds, the drastic fall in
oil prices, petroleum products, tax revenues
and the mounting costs of coronavirus
outbreak are bound to compound the
government’s economic woes.

Masoud Khansari, the head of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Minesand
Agriculture, said recently the governmentis
intheredtothe tuneof1,800-2,000 trillion
rials ($6.8-7.5 billion). He said the deficits
have been partly compensated by the bond
market.

Taxationinthe Spotlight

Due to the economic problems and
devastating impact of the coronavirus
pandemic, the government’s success in
raising taxes is apparently limited after
businesses were hithard and many closed
down.

Taxrates willincrease by 28% on average in
the currentfiscal year (March 2019-20), the
head of Iran's National Tax Administration,
Omid Ali Parsa, said recently.
"Inunderprivileged provinces, the rate will
belower. Forinstance, Lorestanand Ilam will
seea 15% growth. However, taxes in Tehran
willrise by 32%," he was quoted as saying by
IRNA on Thursday inameeting with business
ownersinthe southern Kerman Province.
"The taxation system is moving toward
imposing heaviestrates on higherincome
decileswhile minimizinglevels for those with
modestmeans,” headded.

Parsasaid INTA earns 120 trillion rials ($455
million) intaxrevenues (directand indirect)
onamonthlybasis.

“This is while the government's general
spendingis at 280 trillion rials (over $1
billion) permonth,” he said.
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“With more than 5.1 million
tons of production, Iran ranks
13thamongthe world’s potato

Duty-Free Potato Exports Authorized

The export of potatoes has
been exempted from tax and
customs duties by the Ministry
ofIndustries, Miningand Trade.
According to Mohammad Reza
Kalami,asenior official with the
ministry, the exportdirective
will be valid until furthernotice.
The measure hasbeen taken to
supportlocal farmers during
the potatoharvestingseason, i.e.
late summer to mid-fall, he was
quoted assayingby Mehr News

producers,” Deputy Agriculture
Minister Hossein Shirzad said,
citingthe Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations’2019 data.“Land under
potato cultivationin Iran stands
at160,000 hectares,” Shirzad,
who doublesasthehead ofthe
Central Organization of Rural
Cooperativesoflran,was quoted
assayingbyIRNA.

The official noted that based
on FAO’sreport, Chinawith 99
milliontons, Indiawith 49 million
tonsand Russiawith 31 million
tonstop thelistof major potato
producers.

Thursday ,September 17, 2020, No. 598

=

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Oil Gains
as Storm
Causes

US Gulf
Production
Halts

Oil Gains as Storm
Causes US Gulf
Production Halts
EghtesadOnline:
Oil prices rose
on Monday as a
tropical storm in
the Gulf of Mexico
forced companies to
evacuaterigsand halt
production, but gains
were keptin check by
wider concernsabout
excess supply and
falling fuel demand.
US West Texas
Intermediate crude
futures were up
18 cents, or 0.5%,
at $37.51 a barrel.
Brent crude gained
9 cents, or 0.2%,
to $39.92 a barrel,
CNBCreported. Both
contracts ended last
week lower, falling

forasecond weekin
arow.
Tropical Storm

Sally gained in
strength in the Gulf
of Mexico west of
Florida on Sunday
and was poised to
become a category
2 hurricane. The
storm is disrupting
oilproduction for the
second time in less
than a month after
hurricane  Laura
swept through the
region.

Typically oil rises
when production
is shut, but with
the coronavirus
pandemic getting
worse demand
concerns are to the
fore, while global
supplies continue
to rise. The US is
the world’s biggest
oil consumer and
producer.

In Libya, commander
Khalifa Haftar
committed to
ending a months-
long blockade of oil
facilities, a move
that would add
more supplies to the
market, although it
was unclear if oil
fieldsand portswould
begin operations.
“The announcement
that the blockade
of Libyan oil export
terminals may be
about to end will
add to the woes of
OPEC+’smeetingthis
week,” said Jeffrey
Halley, senior market
analystat OANDA.
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NGOs: Saudi
Seeking to
Whitewash Its
Human Rights
Record Ahead
of G20 Summit
Three leading
international NGOs
boycotted meetings
thatSaudi Arabiais
holding with civil
society groups
ahead of the annual
Group of Twenty
(G20) Summit,
saying the Riyadh
regime is trying
to “whitewash its
dire human rights
record” by hosting
such events.
According to a
joint  statement
issued recently,
human rights
group  Amnesty
International, anti-
corruption body
Transparency
International, and
the global alliance
of civil society
organizations and
activists known as
CIVICUS said they
would nottake part
in the dedicated
meetings for civil
society within the
G20, known as the

Civil20 or C20.
“As leading
civil society

organizations
present in most
countries around
the world (but
notably not Saudi
Arabia), we cannot
participate in a
process thatseeks
to give international
legitimacy to a
state thatprovides
virtually no space
for civil society, and
whereindependent
civil society voices
are not tolerated,”
read the statement,
Middle East Monitor
reported.

In March, 220
civil society
organizations
announcedaboycott
ofthe G20 meeting
due to be hosted by
SaudiArabia.

The fifteenth
meeting ofthe Group
of Twenty (G20) will
be hosted by Saudi
Arabiafrom 21-22
November 2020 in
the capital Riyadh.
According to
Freedom House in
Washington DC, the
absolute monarchy
ranks among the
ten “worst of the
worst” countriesin
theworld in terms of
political rights and
civilliberties.

=

Advisor warns of Zionists’
new way of occupying PG
states

Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Aide for International
Affairswarned therulers ofthe UAE and Bahrain of the [sraeli
regime’s “new approach” for occupying the Persian Gulf
countries.

“UAE and Bahraini foreign ministers played in Trump's
circus. Zionism, once occupied parts of the Arab World, is now
occupying Persian Gulfstates with anew approach,” Hossein

Amir-Abdollahian tweeted late on Tuesdayinreaction to the

UALE, Bahrain seeking ties with Tel Aviv to ensure

US support

Arenowned university professor and

political analystbelieves thattherulers

ofthe UAE and Bahrain considerrelations

with the Israeliregime asaguarantee for

the United States’long-lasting supportfor

theirregimes.

Inadisgracefulmove, Bahrain
agreed tonormalizerelations

withthelIsraeliregime

&JJA;; onSeptember 11.The
' announcementcame
ISFAHAN roughly amonth after
N E W S asimilar agreement
NEWS betweenthe UAE and

_EEE  the Israeli regime

was revealed. The

recentagreements of the UAE and Bahrain with the Israeli
regime.

“Accord with Great Egyptwas futile for Tel Aviv; the UAE and
Bahrainare the Egyptianislandsin terms of size.”
Hewarnedaboutthe repercussion of such normalization deals,
sayingthatinsecurity will be the “only souvenir” for the Israeli
regime.

OnSeptember 11, Bahrain agreed to normalize relations with
the Israeliregime, becoming the latest Arab nation to do so
aspartofabroader diplomatic push by US President Donald
Trump and his administration to further ease the regime's
relativeisolationin WestAsia

It came roughly a month after a similar announcement by

>

Trump on a deal between the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
andthe Zionistregime to forge
formalties.

Followingthe announcement
at the White House,
Palestinian officials have
condemned the dealasanother
"stabintheback"byan Arabstate.
Iran has strongly condemned the
normalization agreements, saying such

moves have sacrificed the Palestinian cause against the
occupation for the upcoming US presidential election.

NEWS

Iran, Russia stress coop. to

counter USin Central Asia
Iran’s Ambassador to Moscow Kazem Jalali
met and held talks with Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Andrey Rudenko on the latest
developmentsin Central Asiaand the Caucasus.
Duringthe meeting, the two sides exchanged views
onbilateralrelations, the situationin Afghanistan,
and the ways to fightagainst coronavirus, as well
as cooperation between the two countries in
international organizations and forums to counter
USunilateralandillegal actions.
They alsodiscussed the latestdevelopmentsin
Central Asiaand the Caucasus,including Belarus,
Georgiaand Nagorno-Karabakh.
Jalali and Rudenko also stressed the need for
consultation and interaction between the two
countries on Central Asia and the Caucasusand
theneed for cooperation between Iranand Russia
indealingwith threatsinthisarea,includingthe
threatofterrorismand USinfluencein theregion.

normalizationsare partofa these countries

agreed Willthesenormalizationsbe a signature foreign policy

Stating that Tehran and Moscow have common
or closeviews and positions on mostregional

broader diplomatic push by
US President Donald Trump
and his administration to
ease the Israeli regime's
relativeisolationin West Asia
(Middle East).Following the
announcements, Palestinian
officialshave condemned the
dealasanother "stabinthe
back"bythetwo Arabstates.
Iran has also strongly
condemned thenormalization
agreements, saying such
moves have sacrificed the
Palestinian cause againstthe
occupation for the upcoming
USpresidential election.
Toshedlightontheissue,Mehr
Newshasreached outtoNader
Entessar, professor emeritus
of political science from the
University of South Alabama.
Hereisfulltextofourinterview
withhim:

Why have the rulers of

with normalization despite
oppositions from their
nations?

The ruling families of the
UAE and Bahrain have been
workingdiscretelywith Israel
for at least three decades.
For a number of reasons,
includingtheroleIsrael plays
inshaping America's Middle
Eastpolicies, therulers ofthe
UAE and Bahrainview close
tieswith Israelasaguarantee
for Washington'slong-lasting
supportfortheirregimes. The
ruling families ofthe UAE and
Bahrain have been working
discretely with Israel for at
least three decades They
also view establishing ties
with Israel asanimportant
step toward solidifying the
US-Israel-Arab axis against
Iran and Tehran's national
interests.

long-lasting?

Until and wunless the
Palestinianissueisresolvedin
anequitableandjustmanner,
the UAE-Bahrain ties with
Israelarenotgoingtoachieve
with their proponents' hope
for. UAE-Bahrain ties with
Israelarenotgoingtoachieve
with their proponents' hope
for Allweneedtodoistolook
at the trajectory of Egypt-
Israel relations since Cairo
normalized its relations
with Israel and established
full diplomaticties with that
country. The same canbe said
of the ties between Jordan
andIsrael. Inboth cases, the
main beneficiary of such
normalizationhasbeenIsrael.
Why these agreements are
being revealed near the US
Presidential election?
Donald Trump doesnothave

achievementtoboastabout.
By claimingvictory for taking
concrete steps towards
normalizing Israeli-Arab
Trump can claim a foreign
policy victory to boostboth
hisgiantegoand sell the UAE-
Bahrain-Israelagreementsas
a"giantstep toward peace"in
theregion. Evensome Trump
supportersare pushing for
himtoreceivethe Nobel Peace
Prize. Butldoubtiflsrael-UAE-
Bahrain ties will matter that
much to the vast majority of
the American electorate who
willbevotinginthe upcoming
US presidential election.
The United States is facing
monumental challenges that
arefarmoreimportanttothe
American public than the
shenanigans of Trumpand his
son-in-law Jared Kushnerin
theMiddle East.

and internationalissues,Jalali stressed the need
forinteraction and cooperation between the two
countries, especiallyin dealing with threats posed
byillegaland destructive USactionsin Central Asia
and the Caucasus.

Iranvoices readiness to help
establish peacein Afghanistan

Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, in
atelephone conversation with the Acting Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan Mohammad
Hanif Atmar stressed thereadiness of the Islamic
Republicoflran for any kind of assistance to the
peace processin Afghanistan.

In the telephone conversation, Zarif, while
expressing satisfaction with the holding of inter-
Afghan talks, discussed the latest status of the
peace talks and the role of neighboring countries
init.

AliRabiei, Iran's government spokesman, says
that Tehran welcomes peace talks between
Afghanistan's government, political groups,
and Taliban while expressing hope that the
negotiations will resultin permanentpeace and

stabilityin Afghanistanand theregion.

embargoonlran.

USto Lose Snapback
Bid: Iran’s President

President Hassan Rouhani congratulated the
Iranian nationin advance on the country’s
victoryatthe UN Security Council as the US’
push to trigger the snapback mechanism of
the JCPOA for reinstating the sanctions on
Iranis goingtoend in failure.

In an address to a cabinet session on
Wednesday, Rouhanisaid the US government
isgoingto sufferanother defeatatthe UNSC
afteritsrecentfailure to extend the UNarms

[ranian nation.

He said Washington’s upcoming failure to
activate the snapback mechanism ofthe Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action would mark
another major and historic victory for the

TheIraniannation mayrestassured thatthe
US will suffer another humiliating defeat
on Saturday and Sunday, the president said,
stressing thatthe UShasnorighttoresort
to the snapback mechanism since it has
withdrawn from the 2015 nuclear dealand
hasbeen encouraging others to scrap the

accordaswell.

ontheissue.

20days.

Lastmonth, 13 countries ofthe 15-member
councilrejected the US push to trigger the
so-called snapback provisioninthe 2015
nuclear deal, leaving Washington isolated

UNSC Resolution 2231, which enshrined
the JCPOA, states thatifno council member
has put forward a draftresolution to extend
sanctionsreliefon Iran within 10 days ofa
non-compliance complaint, thenthebody’s
presidentshall do so within the remaining

Speaking to IP on the US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo's presence in the new round of
Afghanistan peace talksin Doha, Qatar, and the
US defined role to Taliban, Rabieireiterated that
Trump'sadministrationis not concerned about
the future of Afghanistan butits focusis towin the
upcoming presidential electionsin November.
The two sides also discussed bilateral relations
invarious fields based on the comprehensive
strategic cooperationdocument.

The firstround of intra-Afghan talks between the
Afghangovernmentand the Taliban militantgroup
officially kicked offon Saturday in the Qatari capital
Doha.

Prof: UAE, Bahrainseek
legitimacyfrom "foreign
alliances"

UAEandBahrainareseekinglegitimacyand security fromforeign
alliances, aprofessorinthe History departmentat California State
University San Bernardino said on Wednesday.

To achieve security, Abu Dhabiand Manama have stared at
Netanyahu (Israeli Prime Minister) and Trump (US President)
instead of relyingon [their] peopleand cooperation withregional
states, David Yaghoubian told IRNAinan exclusiveinterview.
Announcementofnormalization oftieswith the Zionistregime
of Israelis made to save Trump and Netanyahu as the two are
sufferingfrominternal problems, Yaghoubiannoted.
"Bymakingits relationship with the Israeliapartheid regime
public, especially in the context ofa US presidential election
timetable, the al-Khalifahouse again signals thatitis doubling
down on the status quo, American empire and the US military-

industrial complex, expansionistZionism, monarchicaldespotism

andthe erroneousassumption thatsecurity and prosperityinthe
region canbepurchased from foreigners."

Time ofthe US presidential electionisnear; so Donald Trumpis
tryinghard toshowinvainthathehasbeensuccessfulinachieving
hisgoalsduringhispresidency, the professorsaid.

He furtherreferred to "marginalization of Palestinians and their
supporters” asanotheraimbehind normalization of ties with
Israel.

"Indeed, the Bahrainiregime has maintained relations with Israel
for overtwodecades, anditis well known that Bahrain hosts the
USFifthFleet."

AboutUS sanctions againstIran, the professorsaid, "Maximum
pressureand sanctionsagainstiranareallaboutIsrael, US global
hegemony,and the petrodollar ratherthanIran’s civiliannuclear
energyprogram.”

[ranian Foreign Ministryinastatementreleased on September 12
vehemently condemned the announcementof establishment of
diplomaticrelationsbetween Bahrainand the Zionistregimeasa

e 1
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shameful

and ignominious measure by

Bahrain thatwould sacrifice the cause of Palestine, decades of

struggles,and the Palestinian people’s fortitude againstmiseries

andsufferings for the sake of USelection.

Inarelated development, IslamicRevolution Guards Corps (IRGC)

inastatementin mid-Augustdescribed agreementbetween

the Zionistregime and the United Arab Emirates as historical
foolishnesswhichacceleratesIsraeliannihilation.



USto Lose

‘White Whale’ to go on screen in Polish
festival

Iranianshortanimation ‘“The White Whale’ hasbeen accepted into the 36th
edition ofthe Warsaw Film Festival in Poland.

Directed by Amir Mehran, the shortanimated piece will vie atthe Short Films
Competitionsection ofthe event, which willbe held on October9-18.
The 10-minute pieceisastoryaboutawarveteran, stillinawar-time mindseteven though

20000 Rials

yearshave passed since the war; searching forthe bodies ofhis fellow soldierswhomhelostatone
pointduringthe war, nevertobe found again.

Thursday ,September 17 ,
2020, No. 598

Warsaw Film Festival isanannual film festival held every Octoberin Warsaw, Poland which previews
new filmsofallgenres,includingdocumentaries fromall around the world.
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Snapback Bid: news
Iran’s President o
Zavifwarns US
Prof. Entessar: of ‘motherofall
. quagmires’rastructure,
UA]E;,Ba.hran.n rail links
seeking ties with Tel
. [ranian Foreign Minister
Avivtoensure US Mohammad Javad Zarif
Sllpp()l't warned Washington to not

commitmistakesbased on

Iranhopestoresolve false media ‘reports which
. can lead to ‘mother of all

financial problems quagmires’ for them.
with Iraq;official () In a tweet on early
Wednesday, Zarif pointed

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

tothe US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo’s pressures
for assassinating Iran’s

05:27:30 Lieutenant General
Noon call to prayer: Qassem Soleimani. “The
12:57:39 habitualliar bamboozled

Evening call to prayer:

19:24:07

WEATHER

High:31°c
Low:11°%

@realdonaldtrump into
assassinating ISIS' enemy
#1byraisingafalsealarm.”
“Now he'strying to sucker
him into mother of all
quagmiresbyleakinganew
falsealarm,”headded while
also posting screenshots
of some items, including
Politico’s report and
Trump’stweet.
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Iranian handicrafts suffer from poor

Trump Says Coronavirus Vaccine Could Be
Weeks Away: ABC News Town Hall

US President Donald Trump on Tuesday said a vaccine

againstthe deadly coronavirus could be three or four weeks

away, despite cautionary notes sounded by some US public

health officialsaboutthataccelerated timeline.

Trump, speakingatatown hall hosted by
ABCNewsin Philadelphia, defended his
handling ofthe coronavirus crisis,and said
avaccine could be ready for distribution
before the US presidential election on Nov.
3.

“We’re very close to havingavaccine,” he
said. “If you want to know the truth, the
previousadministration would have taken
perhapsyearstohaveavaccine because of
the FDA and all theapprovals. And we're
withinweeks of gettingit... Could be three
weeks, four weeks.”

Earlier this month, top US infectious
disease expertDr. Anthony Faucitold CNN
that mostexperts believe a vaccine will
beready by November or December. “Itis
conceivablethatyou canhaveitby October,
thoughIdon’tthinkthatthat’slikely” Other
expertssayascientifically credible vaccine
willnotbeavailableuntil early 2021.
Trump bristled at tough questions from
uncommitted votersand ABC News host
George Stephanopoulos during the town
hall meeting, arguing thathis decision to
impose travel bans on Chinaand Europe
had saved thousands, if not millions, of
lives.

He also defended Americans who have
shunned face masks and social distancing
guidelines, and said even experts like
Fauci had changed their views about
those practices during the crisis, Reuters
reported.

Trump has faced criticism for holding
large-scale campaign eventsin Nevadaand
otherstates - events thathisadviser Fauci
hasdescribed as “absolutely” risky.

His Democratic challenger, former vice
president]oe Biden, last week accused

Trump of “dereliction” of duty in dealing
withthe pandemic, which has costmillions
ofjobs.

The United Stateshasreported nearly 6.6
million cases of COVID-19, the disease
caused by the virus, the highest number
worldwide, and nearly 195,000 deaths.
That accounts for 20% of the cases
worldwide, although the United States has
just4% ofthe world’s population.

Trump said the United Stateshad anumber
of cases becauseitdid more testing that
other countries.

Healsorepeated hisclaim fromearlyinthe
pandemicthatthe viruswould disappear
on its own, and denied understating
the threat of the disease when asked
by anaudience member why he would
“downplay a pandemic thatis known to
disproportionately harm low-income
familiesand minority communities.”
“Yeah, well, I didn’tdownplay it.l actually,
in many ways, l up-played it, in terms of
action. My action was very strong,” the
Republican president, who is seeking
reelection on Nov. 3, said.

Trump also provoked mockery on Twitter
when he spoke about “herd mentality”
instead of “herd immunity,” a form of
indirectprotection frominfectious disease
that occurs when enough people have
become immune through vaccination or
previousinfections.

“Itwould go away without the vaccine...
butit’sgoingto goawayalotfaster withit,”
hesaid.“You'lldevelop...aherd mentality”

branding

Normalization of ties with Israeli occupying regime
weakens Islamic unity: International experts

reactionin Arab streets and Palestine, then
Turkey would be on the supporting side of
this popular movement,” he maintained.

Dr Khaled Qaddoumi, a leader of the
Hamas resistance movement, said the
Arabrulers’action was notrepresenting
the sentiments of the masses. He said that
the so-called normalization process was
initiated to distract American and public
from their respective domestic crises and
bail out President Trump and Prime Minister
Netanyahu.

Hesaid theseactionsofthe Arabrulerswere
nottheirown, rathertheyhad beendictated
by the US to do so. “People are revolting
againstthese moves.”

Massoud Shadjareh, chairman of London
Islamic Human Rights Commission,and Ali
Mehr, alocal Arab affairs analyst, said the
silence ofthe Muslims on the happeningsin
the pastemboldened the Arabrulerstomove
fornormalizing with Zionistregime.

“If current wave of normalization is not
challenged, itwould growand otherstoo may
join,” Shadjareh feared ashe emphasized on
theneed foractivism to challenge what he
sawas “colonial systematicracism”.
Executive Director IPI Prof Sajjad Bokhari
said the Arab monarchs are eyeing anew
regional order in which they can foster
greater cooperation with Zionist regime
againsttheir commonregional foei.e.Iran.
He noted that the major challenge for the
Arabrulerswouldbe thelegitimization ofthe
erstwhile enemy.

He said the message for Palestinians
from delinking of Arab- Zionist regime
normalization and progress on the Zionist
regime-Palestinian trackis thattheir cause
isnomoreapriority for them.

Secretary General Palestine Foundation
Pakistan Sabir Abu Maryam said Arab
regimes notonly betrayed the Palestinians,
buthave back-stabbed the Muslim causes
including Kashmir.

Hesaid Pakistan wasbeing pressured by Arab
countries to follow suit.

International experts and political figures strongly believe the

normalization of ties with Zionistregime by some Arab regional

states have targeted the unity of Muslim World.

Speakers from Iran, Turkey, Pakistan,
Britain and Palestine were speakingatan
international webinar hosted by Islamabad
Policy Institute, a local think tank, on
‘Implications of Arab-Israel Normalization
for Muslim World.

Theyadded thatemerging trend of Arab -
Zionistregime normalization of tieswas a
prelude toaneworderinthe Middle East,
whichwould leave the Muslim world further
divided.

The webinar, which coincided with the
signing of agreements between Zionist
regime and UAE and Bahrain in Washington
fornormalizing their relations, was held to
deliberate onthe developmentand the future
direction ofthe events.

Dr Kayhan Barzegar, a Tehran based Middle
Eastexpert, said the development would
addtoextremismand terrorismintheregion
by promoting division in Arab and Muslim
world.

About Iran, he said it would completely
changethe calculus ofIran’s defense strategy
and complicate ties with UAE.

Dr Barzegar contended that the process
started by the Arab rulers would not be
sustainable as the people have rejected it.
“Regionnotready for such acompromise,”
hesaid.

Dr. Levent Bastiirk, a Turkish academic, said
the normalization agreements would not
remain limited to few countries, but would
eventually evolve into aregional alliance.
He said thatitisalso aimed atrestricting
Turkey’s regional ambitions.

Dr. Bastiirk said the reaction in the Arab
streets to the development with regards
to Zionistregime and the continuation of
Palestinian resistance will shape Turkey’s
approachtotheissue. “Ifthereisastrong
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