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NEWS

Iran western borders
resume normal activities
liftinglockdown

Borderrestrictions to contain coronavirus
pandemic were lifted on Mehran and
Shalamcheh, western Iran. with resumption of
normal activities.

Iranian Customs Administration spokesman
Roohollah Latifi said thatupon the agreement
oflraqiofficials, Mehran borderhad increased
itsworking days from two days a week to four
days.

Headded thatMehranborderwill be openthe
whole week except Friday for doing customs
protocols.

Chazabeh Borderwill also be active for exports
affairs entire days ofthe week.

Chazabeh was thelastcommonborder with
Iraqreopened after sixmonths closure.
Meanwhile, deputy head of Arvand Free Zone
Organization Office forinvestment affairs Ali
Mousavi said thattime limitations for exports
from Shalamche Boder have beenremoved.
He noted thatupon the agreement of Iraqi
prime minister, Shalamcheh border customs
office will be active for exports entire days of
the week.

Headded thatfruits, vegetables, food supplies,
construction materials, minerals and steel are
amongthe products which are mostly exported
through ShalamchehtolIraq.

Earlier on Saturday, Iraqi Prime Minister
Mustafa al-Kadhimi paid a visit to Bashmaq
cross-border customs office in Iraqi Kurdistan
region on Friday night, according to local
media.

Duringhis visit, al-Kadhimi was briefed about
the transitof goods at Bashmaqborder post
and the customs office setup to handle border
tradebetween Iranand Iraqi Kurdistanregion.

Iran steel exporthits 1.7m

tons

The total exports of Iran's largest steel mills
companies, rose up to 1.7 million tons over the
pastfive months of currentIranianyear (March
21-August21).

Accordingto statistics, Iran's large steel mills
companies perfomance reveals that Iran
exported 507,302 tons in Augustand itis
expected thatlran's steel production toreach
about30m tons of which more than one million
tonswillbe exported.

Iran’s annual steel productionis planned to
reach 45 million tons by the Iranian year of
1400 (March2021-March 2022).
Iranaimstobecome the world’s sixth largest
steel producer as per the 20-Year Vision Plan,
which targets annual production capacity
expansionto 55 milliontonsand 20-25 million
tons of exports peryear by 2025.
Accordingtoarecentreportbylranian Mines
and Mining Industries Development and
Renovation Organization onthe development
ofunder-constructionsteel production units,a
total 0f 19.1 million tonswillbeadded toIran’s
annual steel production capacity by the time
the developmentofall unitsis completeinthe
fiscal2023-24.

Theaddition of 19.1 million tons by the time the
under-construction projects come on stream
tothe currentcapacity means the aggregate
outputcapacity will reach 54.1 million tons
by March 2024, only 900,000 tons shortofthe
target.

Iran’s steel export capacity currently hovers
around $4 billion peryear.
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Official: Iran to accelerate trade with

Turkey

Iranisreadytoincreasetrade exchanges

with Turkey, the head of Iran Customs

Administrationsaid, referringto carrying

outthepilotplanofelectronicexchanging

customs information, following up the

possibility of electronic inquiry of the

certificate of origin from the relevant

Turkishauthoritiesdoingjointprojectsand

increasingtrucks'transit.

VB Speaking
&JJA” with Turkey’s
NjL) peputy

Minister  of
Customs and
TradeRizaTuna
Turagay via a
joint video conference,
Mahdi Mir Ashrafi
expressed readiness for
holding border meeting
in Bazargan-Gorbolagh
borderand implementing
the pilot plan of the
technical final project
for exchanging customs
information.

He added that Iranian
customs also suggested
following up the
possibility of electronic
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inquiry of the certificate capacityinEsendere. said the issue is being

of origin fromthe relevant
Turkish authorities.

Mir Ashrafinoted thatIran
Customs Administration
is ready to sign MoU
on implementing the
Authorized Economic
Operator (AEO) and green
corridor.

He went on to say that
increasing the capacity
of accepting trucks in
Gorbolagh customs
and also increasing the

Mir Ashrafi said the
Turkish side has started
accepting 120 people per
dayintheEsendereborder
since August 14.
Headded that 110 trucks
move toward Turkey per
day and 50 ones move
toward Iran.
Elaborating on Iranian
drivers' dissatisfaction
over services provided
and health conditions
in Gorbolagh border, he

addressed by the Turkish
deputy economy minister.
He wentonto say thatthe
Turkish side suggested
lifting the ban on the
importof 68 items which
are subject to Iran's
preferential tariff for
Turkey.

They also requested
for finalizing phase
3 of the e-TIR project
and facilitating its
implementation.

$626 Million Under 333 Contracts

Private Sector Investinents in Iranian Ports:

Theprivatesectorinlranhasinvestedatotal of 161.23 trillionrials
($626million) inthe country's portsunder333 contractstodate.A
total of 3.57 trillion rials ($13.87 million) were invested by the
private sector duringthe firstquarter ofthe currentyear (March
20-June 20) with the purpose of developingand maintaining
portinfrastructuresand equipment, IRNAreported. The private
sectoralsoinvested 2.83 trillionrials ($11 million) inQ1 under
five contractstoenhancebusinesses. Theinvestmentincludesthe
developmentprojectof30-million-ton oil docksin Shahid Rajaee
Portinsouthern Hormozgan Provincewhich,uponitscompletion,
willincreasethe port’s petroleum exportsby 30%.

CBI Expedites Security Deposit Loans to Home

Renters
Atotal of 2,358 accounts have been opened with designated
banks for security depositassistance loans. Owners of 1,639
accounts havereceivedloans worth 285,250 million rials
($1.1 million), the Central Bank of Iran reported. The interest-
only security depositloans worth 500 million rials ($1,943)
in Tehran, 300 million rials ($1,165) inlarge cities with a
population of over one million, namely Mashhad, Isfahan, Karaj,
Shiraz, Tabriz, Qom, Ahvaz and Kermanshah, and 150 million
rials ($582) in other Iranian cities will be paid in the name of
tenantsbutthe sumwillbe putatthe disposal oflandlords, IRNA
reported.

Iran, number one
shipbuilderin
Middle East

Iran Shipbuilding and Offshore Industries
Complex (ISOICO),located in southern
Iranian province of Hormuzgan, isnow
thenumber one shipbuilder ofthe Middle
Eastafter four decades ofactivity in the
industry.

With a large number of specialized
workforce, ISOICO has continued to gain
lots of achievements for the country
despite the sanctions and coronavirus
disease (COVID-19). The achievements of
ISOICO has much to do with the country’s
special statusin energy industry, and the
oilfieldsintheregion,aswellasnumerous
ships commutingintheregional waters.
The company provides equipment for
buildingand overhauling differenttypes of
small-and medium-sized vessels.

Shipbuilding is a main industry in
any country, with coastal shipyard in
particular, cutting dependence on foreign
countries.Theimposition of sanctions has
notbeenabletoimpedetheactivity ofthe
company over the pastdecade buthasalso
inspired itto make more achievements.
The companyhasbeenactiveintheareaof
building and overhauling different types
ofvesselsindifferentsizes,and building
offshore structures suchas oilrigsand gas
fieldssince 1973.
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Persian Gulf
waterpiping
helpsquench

Kerman's
thirst

Piping the Persian
Gulf water to Kerman
is a national project
to deal with water
shortage crisis and
of great concern for
people, farmers and
industrialistslivingand
workinginIran'sdesert
citiesincluding Kerman
onsouthernlran.
Todeal with the drought
has always been the
biggest obstacle to
developmentofdesert
cities as it threatens
agriculture, pillars of
economicdevelopment,
people'slifeand growth
ofindustrial products.
The officials said that
water shortage has
putlife of 63 percentof
peoplelivinginsouthern
Iranian province of
Kermanindanger.
Inyears, water shortage
in Kerman had been
tackled by tankers, but
someareas here cannot
presently be revived as
thewater shortage crisis
hasdeepened.

Persian Gulfand Sea of
Oman water transfer
projectwill be of great
benefit to Gol-Gohar
Mining and Industrial
Complex in Sirjan,
center of Kerman, and
Sarcheshmeh Copper
MineinRafsanjan, central
west of Kerman, as two
important industrial
plantswhicharethemain
targetofimplementation
oftheproject.

Water needed for Gol-
Goharand Sarcheshmeh
will be provided after
desalination.

At the first phase, the
Persian Gulf water
piping project daily
desalinates 400,000
cubicmeters ofwaterin
which 406 million euros
and 140,000 billionrials
investment has been

NO 580 Solution: NO 579 [ News | made by the private
sector.

32 9(5|4 7(6/8 1 Iran exports 2.58bnon-oil products to Chairman of Iranian
Mines and Mining
1 8 4 6 3 2 9 5 7 Arabstates Industries Development
Iran has exported about ($1,834,000,000), UAE and Renovation
5 7 6 1 9 8 3 2 4 $2.5b worth of non-oil ($310m),Oman ($110m), Organization (IMIDRO)
products to Arab states Kuwait ($58m), Syria Board Khodadad
2 6 7 4 5 1 8 9 3 in the Persian Gulf and ($56m), Qatar ($45m), Gharibpour has said
the Middle Eastoverthe Jordan, Lebanon and that the first phase of
past five months, official Bahrain. the 830-km Persian Gulf
9 1 8 2 6 3 4 7 5 with Trade Promotion Iranhashadnoexportsto projectonpipingwater
Organization of Iran said SaudiArabiaand Yemen. to provinces of Kerman
4 5 3 8 7 9 1 6 2 on Sunday. Globallockdown duetothe and Hormuzgan in
Director-General of Trade outbreak ofcoronavirus southand Yazdin center
6 9 1 7 2 4 5 3 8 Promotion Organization and the closure ofIranian of the country will be
ofIranfor Araband African borderswithneighboring inaugurated in October
8 3 2 9 1 5 7 4 6 affairs Farzad Piltan said states, Iranian foreign thankstoyears ofefforts
that the non-oil exports tradetiesreducedby $3.5b taken by the state and

7 4 5 3 8 6 2 1 9 were destined to Iraq ayear. privatesectors.
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Head of SDPN

Warns against
Repercussions
of Normalization
with Israel
Secretary-General of
Society for Defending
Palestine Nation
(SDPN) Zahra Mostafavi
condemned attempts
by a number of Arab
states to normalize
relations with the Israeli
regime, warningagainst
repercussions of such
bids.

In an open letter to
some heads of Islamic
countries, Mostafavi
said, “As some leaders
of the Muslim world
have overlooked the
issue of Palestine,
their occupation and
their sufferings and
displacement and,
instead, have taken
steps to establish
diplomaticties with the
occupiers of Palestineis
inactual factin contrast
with the Islamic
teachings and the Holy
Quran itself," and a
decisionagainstIslamic
unity and fraternity”.
She added, “This is
obviously tolet down
the duty of liberating
the Muslim land from
the hands of Kufr. As
Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed AliKhameneihas
stated, any relations
with the Zionist Regime
is a great betrayal
against the cause of
Palestine and the
Muslim Ummah”.,

“No doubt,ifthe Arabic
and the Islamic states
remained beside the
Palestiniannationasthe
IslamicIran has stood
beside the Palestinian
cause for the past 42
years and has taken up
this measure as part
of its priority in its
foreign policiesand has
continued this trend
with  steadfastness
and strong will during
the past 42 years, the
Palestinianliberation
would have taken a
faster pace and would
haveledtoanendtoall
theinsecurity withinthe
nations, as well as the
entireregion, through
close cooperation,” the
letter furtherread.

In a tweet on Friday,
US President Donald
Trump  announced
the normalization of
bilateral ties between
Bahrain and the
occupying regime
of Israel, the second
Arab state to join a
deal widely censured
as a betrayal of the
Palestinian cause.

=

UAE, Bahrainrevealed their

realface

Top Advisertothe Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution for International
Affairs Ali Akbar Velayati slammed the Bahraini agreement to

normalizetieswiththelsraeliregime.

“The disgracefulactof AlKhalifaanditsinsistence onimplementing
the Deal ofthe Century and betraying the Palestinian cause displays
therecklessnessoftherulers of Bahrainandalso the UAE thatthey
builtahouse onthe water by pinninghope on empty promises the
GreatSatan, US, who has shed the blood of thousands ofinnocent
Muslims, both Arabs,and non-Arabs,” he said in a statementon

Sunday.

TherulersofBahrainand the United Arab Emirates displayed their
trueimage, hurtthe feelings of millions of free people,and made
enemiesofthe oppressed people of Palestine bolder; Velayatiadded.
Americanstrategists,whohave conceded numerousdefeatsinrecent
yearsin WestAsia, have no otheraimby these ‘normalization show’
thantosatisfy theZionistlobby andrescue the IsraeliPMand the US
President,headded.

“Obviously, this shameful acthas created new opportunities such

betrayal tothe Palestinian causeand

tothe Arab nations and Islamic
Ummabh and calls onall Muslim
governments and nations to
rejectthe plan and spare no
efforttill the final defeat ofthe
occupying Israeliregime, he
added.

asexposingthehypocrisyofsomereactionaryrulersintheregion,
revealingthe true intentions of the puppets, awakening Muslim
nations, unity of Islamicgroupsand movements, further weakening
the compromise processandstrengtheningthe determination ofthe
Resistancebytheday,’ the Leader’sadvisersaid.

The World Assembly of Islamic Awakening condemns this clear

Navy Commander:Iran-China-Russia

Referring to an upcoming Iran, China,

China, and Russiajointexercise, Iran’s

Navy Commander said that this 3 world

powers'jointeffort conveys the message

thatthey are capable to influence the

equations ofthe World.
myammm While speaking in
%J/L” anIRIB TV program,
ISFAHAN IRies Navy

Commander Rear
Admiral Hossein
NEWS Khanzadi made
il - L some remarks over
Iran’s currentnaval status.
He referred to the
reflection of the recent
Zolfaghar 99 war game in
foreign media, in which
one US plane and two
drones, thathad violated
the law and entered the
Iranian Air Defense
Identification Zone (ADIZ)
illegally, were intercepted
by homemade Karrar
drone, stressing that the
important point about
this inspiring military
exerciseisthatdespiteall
pressures and sanctions,
theIslamicRepublicoflran
has accomplished high-
techequipmentindefense

fields.
This exercise conveys the
message thatany threats
and mischievous acts to

NEWS

joint exercise to influence World' equation

“Certainly, withthehelp of Almighty
God, Palestine will beliberated from
theriverto the sea with the solidarity of

theawakened nationsand the greatscholars and sympathizers of
theIslamicUmmah,and thefinal victory will be for the Palestinian
nation,’ concludesthe statement.

Iran will be responded
firmly, headded.

Grand Joint Zolfaghar-99
military exercise

He wentonto say, “Being
the world’s center of
energy (Fossil Fuel), the
eastern waters ofthe Strait
of Hormuz, Makran coast,
Oman Seaand North partof
IndiaOceaninwhichthree-
day exercise was carried
out enjoys some global
and geopolitical features
in terms of the size and
strategicwaterways.”
Asallvesselsthatimport

passages in the region,
therefore Iran attaches
great importance on
providingits seaborders
with security, he said and
added, "In Zolfaghar 99
war game we practiced
how to establish security,
peace, and authority in
the area."Iran’s Navy
Commander also seized
the chance to announce
the Iranian nation that
in the upcoming future,
Iran’s Armed Force will
be equipped with some
new, high-tech dronesand

he referred to a joint
exercise by Iran, China,
and Russia which will be
carried out in the near
future, stressing that this
jointeffortamongthese 3
world powers conveys a
message thatIran, China,
and Russiaare capable to
influence all equations of
the world.Addressingthe
countries who have the
illusion of unipolarity and
self-managingin the world,
Khazandiasserted thatthe
jointeffortby Iran, China,
and Russia will show

oiland goodsto Iran must
passthrough the maritime

defense equipment.
Elsewhereinhisremarks,

thatthe world is moving
towards multipolarization.

Bahrain responsible
for any Israeliregime's

measuresin PG

National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission ofthe Iranian Parliament,
in astatement on Sunday, reacted to
the normalization of ties between
the Zionistand Bahrain's Al-Khalifah
regimes.

Alliance with the occupying and
aggressor Zionistregime is notonly
ineffective in the survival of the shaky
monarchical, dictatorialand unpopular
regimes, but also accelerates their
decline,itnoted.

Itadded that the Al-Khalifa regime,
which considers its survival to be
completely dependent on the United
Statesand theracistZionistregime, has

takenapath thatwill onlylead to defeat.
The Iranian Parliament added that
the Muslim nations will notallow the
Palestinian goal to become the victim
ofthe US [Presidential] elections and it
willrespond appropriately. The reached
compromise between Bahrainand the
UAE with the Zionistchild-killingregime
cannotbetranslated astheacceptance of
the Tel Avivregime by the Muslim nation,
itsaid.

"We, the representatives of the great
nation of Iran, loudly declare that the
battle for theliberation of Palestine will
continue until the destruction of the
occupyingregimein Jerusalem,"” the
statementsaid, "The faithful and Muslim
youth will designated the fate of the
Zionistregime."

Itvowed thatthe Islamic RepublicofIran

will pursue therealization of the rights of
the Palestinian people and theliberation
ofthe occupied Palestinian territoriesas
the firstissue ofthe Muslim world.
Al-Khalifa regime and the UAE are
directly in charge of the consequences
ofany provocative action by the Zionist
regime in the Persian Gulfregion, the
statementsaid.

Gettingallied with the Zionistregime
willthreaten the security of Bahrainand
the UAE more than ever,itwarned.
Bahrain on Friday agreed to normalize
relations with the Israeli regime,
becomingthelatest Arab nationto do
soaspartofabroader diplomatic push
by US President Donald Trump and
hisadministration to further ease the
regime'srelative isolationin the Middle
East.

NEWS

MPurges Arab states nottofollow
Zionists’lead

Anlranianlawmaker advised the Arab countriesinthe
Persian Gulfregion notto pursue the interests of the
Zionistregime.

“Wesuggestthe small countries oftheregionnotfall prey
tothewhimsofthe Zionistregimeand,instead, strengthen
theirrelationswiththebigandinfluentialregional states,”
AbbasMoghtadaei, deputy chairman ofthe Parliament's
National Security and Foreign Policy Commission told
MehrNewson Sunday.

Reactingto the recentnormalization of ties between
Bahrainand the Zionistregime, Moghtadaeisaid, "The
United States has been pursuing the normalization of
relationsbetween small Persian Gulflittoral states and
thefake Zionistregimeinthe pastweeks; the mainreason
behind such a move is to fulfill Washington’s wish to
controltheoilresourcesofthe Arab countries more than
before.”

Referringto the US president’s struggles to win the
upcoming presidential elections, thelawmakersaid,
"Donald Trump, inordertowinthe USelectionand make
up forhisfailures, seeksto createan election shockand
convince theZionistlobby thathe canserve theinterests
oftheZionistsmore thanany other country.”

"Thatis why the United States seeks to normalize ties
between the Persian Gulf countries and the Zionist
regime”’

“This processisalso followed by the dependent Arab
governments. However, such moves are notbacked by
theirnationsatall,”headded.

IRGC warns Bahrainirulers
againstnormalizationrelations
withZionistregime

[ran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) ina
statementstrongly condemned establishmentofties
betweenBahrainand the Zionistregime.
“Thedisgracefulactof Al-Khalifaand theaffiliated regime
ruling Bahrainin establishingrelations with the Zionist
regimewhichwasdoneagainstthewilland aspirations of
the Muslim people ofthat countryisagreatfollyandlacks
anylegitimacyand will receive appropriateresponses,”
thestatementsaid.

“The domino of normalization oftiesbetween the Zionist
regime and therulers of certain Arab countries, which,
with the engineering of the White House and the hated
andfoolish USpresident, seekstoimpose humiliationon
Muslim nationsand plunder theirresourcesand wealth
and provide security for the Palestinian occupiers and
usurpers, willnever achieve its goal and will further
empower the IslamicUmmah's powerandreinvigorate
their determinationinrevealingthe hiddenandlatent
capacities of theanti-Zionistresistance torepelIsrael's
canceroustumor fromthe geography oftheIslamicworld,”
itadded.“Theeviland tyrannical actions ofthe oppressive
regimein Bahrainlike other filthy and treacherous plans
ofcompromisewillnotbringany achievementforthe US
anditsZionistsupportersbutwillsubjectthe perpetrators
ofthesebetrayalsand malice tothe furyandrevenge ofthe
IslamicUmmabh, especially the Shiite people of Bahrain,”
theIRGCsaid,accordingtoIRNA.

Sheikh Isa Qassim:
Normalization of relations
with Zionistregime evil act

Condemning Bahrain-Israeli tie normalization, Bahrain's
leading Shia cleric Ayatollah Sheikh Isa Ahmed Qassim
said thatthe normalization of relations with the Zionist
regimeisagreatinfelicitous and evil act.

Alltheruling Arabregimes thathave tried or are trying to
normalize relations with the Zionistregime know very
well that this compromise isagainstthe will of the divine
law and the will of the nations of the Islamic Ummah and
thisisas fulfilling the will of the United States and Israel
regime, while they are aware of its greatlosses for this
Ummah and ofthe enmity of Israel regime and the United
States with the Ummah, said Sheikh Isa Qassim.
Therulingregimes are never willing to do justice to the
nations and wantto exercise their dominion fully and seize

every privilege and opportunity, headded.

They see submission to the United States and Israel,
whichis contrary to the interests of the Muslim Ummah
and thereligion of Islam, as away to further dominate
and oppress nations, he noted.

He stressed thatifthe nations of the Islamic Ummah
want to be self-made and valuable, they should not
neglectthe policies of their country, and their will and
desire should berespected in the affairs of the country
and indomesticand foreign policies.
The normalization of relations with the occupying
regime, whichisrejected by the Islamicand Arab nations,
will surely fail in the near future, he highlighted.
Sheikh Isa Qassim wenton to say thatthe normalization
ofrelations with the Zionistregime is a greatinfelicitous

andevil act.

Bahrain on Friday agreed to normalize relations with the
Israeliregime, becomingthelatest Arab nationtodosoas
partofabroaderdiplomatic push by US President Donald

Trump
and his administration

to further ease theregime's relative isolation in the
Middle East.




Z.amani wins Marcello Mastroianni
Award at Venice FilmFest.

Rouhollah Zamani has won Marcello Mastroianni Award at the Venice
International Film Festival for hisrolein 'The Sun'by Majid Majidi.'The Sun'is
a2020 Iranian drama film directed by Majid Majidi. [t was selected to be shown
inthe main competition section ofthe 77th Venice International Film Festival. At

Venice, the film won the Marcello Mastroianni Award.Itisabout 12-year-old Aliand his three
friends who do smalljobs and petty crimes to survive and supporttheir families. Ina timely turn of
events, Aliisentrusted to findahidden underground treasure. However, in order to gain access to
the tunnel where the treasureis buried, Aliand his gang have firstto enroll at the near Sun School,
acharitableinstitution thattriesto educate streetkids and child laborers.
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(]
revealed their
['eal face President Rouhani
stresses significance of o i > s —y—
Bahrain virtual education B R
. President Hassan ‘ - —

responsibleforany  Rouhani on Sunday

. * U underlined significance
Israeli regumes of virtual education amid
measuresinPG requirement of Social

Distancing to contain
spread of coronavirus
pandemic.

The presidentmade the
remarkswhileaddressing
online a ceremony to
begin the new Iranian
University Year.The new
[ranian University Year

Iran steel export
hits 1./mtons

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:25:16 began in a ceremony at
Noon call to prayer: the University of Tehran
12:58:43 earlier onSunday.

. 1 President Rouhani
Evening call to prayer: celebrated the new
19:28:12

university year in an
online ceremony.

Science Minister Mansour
Gholami, Health Minister
Saeed Namaki and a
number of top cultural
and scientific figures of
the country were among
theparticipants.

WEATHER

Iran, number one shipbuilderin
Middle East

High:31°c
Low:12°%

Children Can Spread COVIDI19-to Adults
without Showing Symptoms

Pompeo says U.S.'deeply concerned' over
Turkeyactionsineast Med

theschoolbuilding.

It'sunclear how many teachersin the UShave
becomeillwith COVID-19 since the new school
yearbegan, butMississippialonehasreported 604

Asymptomatic children can transmit COVID19-to adults, “We remain deeply concerned by Turkey’s
ongoingoperations...the Republicof Cyprushas

therighttoexploititsnaturalresourcesincluding

The United States remains “deeply concerned” about Turkey’s

research by the Centers for Disease Controland Prevention actionsin the eastern Mediterranean, Secretary of State Mike

has confirmed. Pompeo said on Saturday, urginga diplomaticend toasimmering

Anew CDCstudy, published on Friday, traced 184
students, teachersand familymembers connected
tothree daycare centersin Salt Lake City, Utah
between April 1and July 10.

Doctors and researchers have noted that
childrenarelesslikely to be severely impacted
bythe coronavirusthantheiradultcounterparts.
However,manyexpertshaveasserted thatinfected
childrenwillbeableto spread thevirustoadults
evenifthey donotshowsymptoms.ThenewCDC
studiesaffirmsthattheory, DailyMail reported.
Overthe course of the three-month CDC study,
12 ofthe 110 children ultimately tested positive
forthevirus.Nine showed mild symptoms, while
three showednosymptomsatall.

Testing revealed that six of the 28 observed
teachersalso contracted thevirus.

In-depth contact tracing confirmed that the
18infected teachersand students then spread
COVID-19toatleast 12 of the 46 familymembers
whotookpartinthestudy.
Sixmothersbecameinfected with COVID-19-one
ofwhomrequired hospitalization.
Thestudyissureto cause morealarmasschools
and daycare centersacrossthe country continue
toreopen followingtheend of summer.

The study comes after news thatatleast four
teachersinthreestateshavedied from COVID-19
complicationssince the startofthe 2020-2021
academicschoolyear.

Amongtheteacher casualtiessince thestartofthe
academicyear was elementary school teacher
Demetria'Demi' Bannister, 28, who died Monday
justthree daysafter she was diagnosed with the
virus.

The district said Bannister was at Windsor
ElementarySchoolin Colombiaon August28fora
teacherworkday, before classesresumed, butthat
washerlastdayintheschool.
Shebeganteachingremotelythreedayslaterand
hadnotbeen showingsymptomswhenshewasin

casesamongschool teachersandstaff.

Randi Weingarten, president of the American
Federation of Teachers, said schools need
guidelines suchasmandatory face coveringsand
strictsocial distancingrulestoreopensafely.
'[fcommunity spreadistoohighasitisin Missouri
and Mississippi, ifyoudon'thavetheinfrastructure
oftesting,and ifyou don'thave the safeguards
thatpreventthe spread of virusesinthe school,
we believe thatyou cannotreopeninperson,’
Weingartensaid.

Thestartofthe newschoolyearbroughtwithit
new fatalities,twoin Mississippialone.

InOxford, Mississippi, 42-year-old NacomaJames
taughtatamiddleschoolandhelped coach high
schoolfootball.

Hedied August 6 duringthe firstweek of classes,
butwas self-quarantining when teachers and
studentsreturnedtothe classroom, said Lafayette
County School District Superintendent Adam
Pugh.

Meanwhile, history teacher Tom Slade, also of
Mississippi, died Sunday from pneumonia caused
bythe coronavirus.

Slade wasteachingin-personwhentheacademic
yearstarted on August 6, Principal RainaHolmes
said,butbegan quarantiningafterhehad contact
with someone who was positive ata church
meeting.

Hislastdayofteachingwas August21.

Onthe same day, 34-year-old teacher AshLee
DeMarinisdied from COVID-19 followingthree
weeksinthehospital.

Shetaughtsocial skillsand special educationat
John Evans Middle Schoolin Potosi, Missouri,
about70milessouthwestofSt.Louis.
InPotosi,in-person classesstarted August 24.
DeMariniswas alreadyhospitalized by then but
hadbeeninthe school preparing for the year
acouple of weeks earlier, her sister, Jennifer
Heissenbuttel said.

SuperintendentAlexMcCaulsaid contacttracing
determined she had no close contact with any
teachers,studentsorstaff.

crisis over offshore natural resources.

Tensionsintheeastern Mediterraneanhaverisen
over claimsand counter claims pitting Turkey
against Greece and Cyprus to maritime areas
thoughttoberichinnaturalgas.

“Countries in the region need to resolve
disagreementsincludingonsecurityand energy
resourceand maritimeissuesdiplomaticallyand
peacefully Pompeosaidinafleetingtripto Cyprus
on Saturdaynight, where he metwith President
Nicos Anastasiades.‘Increased military tensions
helpnoonebutadversarieswhowouldliketosee
divisionintransatlanticunity,”hesaid.
Turkeyhas senttwo survey vessels to separate
areasintheregion, drawingstrong protests from
both Cyprus and Greece, which say Ankarais
operatingontheirrespective continental shelves.
Turkeysaysithasalegitimate claim over the
area. Thereisnoagreementbetween Greeceand
Turkey delimitingtheir continental shelves, while
Turkey disputesany claims by Cyprus, withwhich
ithasnodiplomaticrelations.

therighttohydrocarbonsfound...initsexclusive
economiczone,” Pompeosaid.

The east Mediterranean island was splitina
Turkishinvasionin 1974 triggered by abrief
Greek-inspired coup. Its internationally
recognised Greek Cypriotgovernmentrepresents
thewholeislandinthe European Union, thoughits
authorityiseffectively contained tothe southern
part.North Cyprusisanunrecognised Turkish
Cypriotstaterecognised onlyby Ankara.

Earlier thismonth the United States saiditwould
lifta 33-year embargo on “nonlethal defence
articles” applied on Cyprusin 1987 and deepenits
security cooperation with Nicosia, promptingan
angryresponse from Turkey.

Pompeosaid healsoraised with Anastasiades
concerns over Russian money laundering --
something Cyprusrepeatedly denies --as well
asfrequentportcallsbythe Russiannavytothe
island.

“Weknow thatall the Russian military vessels
thatstopin Cypriot portsare notconducting
humanitarianmissionsin Syriaandweask Cyprus
and the presidentto consider our concerns,”
Pompeosaid.

Hakim: Iraqwill
nevernormalize ties

with Israel
LeaderofthelraqgiNational Wisdom
Movement Ammar Hakim said
on Sunday that Iraq will never
normalizeits relations with Israeli
occupying regime and that the
agenda of State of Palestine will
prevail.

Hemade theremarksinameeting
withagroupofiragielites.

Hakim stressed the importance of
forminganational reconciliation
between Baghdad and Erbil and
adoptaplantobringtogetherall the

Iraqigroups, sayingsuchaplanwill
materialize political stabilityinIraqg.
He said that over the past few
days, the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrainin astrategic mistake
reachanagreementwith the[sraeli
occupyingregime.

Many Islamic states including
Iran have so far slammed such a
provocative measure sayingitwill
bring about more tension in the
region.

Earlier on Saturday, [ranian Foreign
Ministryinastatementdescribed
Bahraini government's act as
shameful and humiliating which
isintotal disregard of plight of the
Palestiniannation.

Meanwhile, Supreme Leader ofthe
IslamicRevolution Ayatollah Seyyed
AliKhameneisaid thatthe UAE has
betrayed the Islamicworld, Arab
states, theregional countries,and
Palestine, with letting the Zionist
regimeintotheregion.

Theyletthe Zionistsinto theregion
and consignedtheissue of Palestine,
which is the issue of usurping
a country by normalizing their
relations, the Leadersaid: "The UAE
rulersopenedthedoortotheregion
totheZionists,andtheyhaveignored
and normalized the question of
Palestine,whichisaquestionabout
the usurpation of a country. This
stigmawillremainonthem.”
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