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despite sanctions, COVID-19
outbreak
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Japan Proposed Iranian Oil, US Grain Swapin
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What's News
[ ] [ ] [ ]
FailedM r Bid: r :
ailed Mediator Bid: Report Palkistan o
N AN : Launch Int’l
The administration of Japanese Prime F S .
Iranhasplannedtolaunch several infrastructural Minister ShinzoAbe, inabidtoeasetensions €erry service
and tourism projectsin the Persian Gulfport city of betweenIranand the United States, secretly to Il'all, Iraq
Kishtomorrowinthe face ofthe USsanctionsand S 2 Pakistan’s federal
i } proposedthebarteroflranian crudeoil for .
the outbreak ofthe potentially deadly coronavirus. = 1 s cabinet gave formal
Morethan 2,000 billiontomanshave beeninvested USgrainyiajapanastyearacterdingta approvaltothelaunch
inthese projects thathave brought employment governmentsources. ofaferryservice from

for1,000 people.

Morteza Bank,an advisor to the Iranian president
and secretary of Iranian Free Zones High Council,
expressed pleasure with investments in Kish
and Aras free zone - the latter is located in
northwestern Iran, Azarbaijan province.

&4@;1
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Two sources
confirmed
Kyodo
News that
the proposal

Karachiand Gwadar
portstoneighboring
statesoflran,Irag,and
beyond.

At present, there is
no international or

The following projects are to be inaugurated NEWS national commercial
. , was formally .
through video conference by President Hassan . oo [ : ferry service
. made in June . .
Rouhanion Thursday: operatingin Pakistan
) . 2019 when Abe madea
Kish Innovation Center for the purpose of

The centeristo opentohouse knowledge-based
enterprises, exportcompanies, financial centers of
theknowledge enterprises, startups, accelerators,

visit to Iran — the first
by a Japanese prime
ministerin41years —in
anattempttoserveasa

forIranian crude oil,and
totransportthese after

administration of Donald
Trump wasalsoregarded

between Iranand Japan
earlier that month in

transportation  of
passengersand goods.
According to Pakistan

and other intermediary organizations for . obtaining American asafactorinthefailureof which Tehran asked Today, the potential
mediator between Iran N . ’
expansionand development of the economy, and andthe United States approval. theJapanese mediation Tokyotoadd medication for initiating a ferry
support for innovations and commercialization In his June 12 meet.in But the diplomatic effort, according to and machinery to its service in Pakistan
strategictechnologies needed by the country. . : €8 endeavor, primarily sources. package, thereportsaid. hasbeen felt for quite
. . . . with Iranian President _. . . ) . ; _
The center will help Kish City to reach its aimed at persuading Atthetimetheproposal Despite being keen some time, especially

designated stance as the scientificand research

Hassan Rouhani, Abe
officially proposed the

Iran to agree to a

was made, Washington

to resume crude oil

in the context of

pole, role model of sustainable development, barter deal worth several dialogue withthe United ~was in the middle of a exports, Iran doubted providinganalternate
the best place for investment in the Persian billion dc;llars and it States, was ultimately trade war with Beijing the United States would route for pilgrims
Gulfregion, using knowledge enterprises and was initially r’eceived unsuccessful as Japan andseekingbuyersfor accept the Japanese intending to visitholy
accelerators to develop Kish Free Trade Zone. positively by Tehran and could not overturn its crops, especially proposalandinsistedon sitesinIranandlragq.
Tunnel to connectKish Island to the optical fiber Washi Iranianinsistence that corn and soybeans, aUScommitmentinthis The Pakistani Ministry
: ashington. . . ) i _ ,
project The plan envisaged USsanctionsbeliftedfirst whilelranneededanoil regard. . of Foreign Affairs
Two projects have been carried outin technology circumventing Us beforetherecanbeany exportoutletduetothe The Japanese side was and the Ministry of
and optical fiber to create the communications sanctions on Iran by suchdialogue. sanctions,as wellasto initially confident in Interior endorsed
infrastructures for business and development of exchanging US corn and Besides Iran's deep boostitsdwindlinggrain persuading the United the proposal, but the
Kishand create the smartcity. mistrust of the United stocks. States but gradually Defence Division

According to the head of the project Amir
Sodagaran, the project was done in two years.
It will improve the quality and quantity

soybeans procured from
the United StatesbyJapan

States, the inconsistent
policy of the US

Abe's proposal
preceded by

was
talks

becamelessso.

had raised various
observations/
conditions on the

of communication services. It also helps the ° ° different countriesis one of the most proposed ferry
sustainability of communications of Kish Island Il'all S non'()ll important currency-yielding markets service.Hence, the
with the mainland. bothinIranandthe world buttheIslamic Prime  Minister’s

Air condition system factory
The factory is able to produce 45,000 air

exports growth hit
43%in g yrs.

Republicoflranhas faced problemsin
this field due to the sanctionsimposed

Office returned the
summary with the

conditioning devises, including split, rooftop, Inspite of US sanctions imposed against againstthe country. directionstoaddress
ceiling fan coil units, chillers and mini chillers. the Islamic Republicof Iran, the country’s In this line, the government dubbed the observationsofthe
The factory was made with five million dollarsand ' “Hope and Prudence” has made its defense ministry and

createdjobs for 80 people.
The second phase of the factory, when completed,

sevenyears.

exportvolume of non-oil commodities
registered a43 percenthike overthe past

utmost effortinline with improving
conditions for traders and increasing

hike as compared toayear earlier.
Accordingly, Iran’s export of non-oil

re-submit the same
within the shortest

Wl.ll mass-produce evaporatorand condenser Goods export is one of the ways of exportofnon-oil co.mmodltles and has commodities lastyear (ended March 20 possibletime.

coils. . . . sofarconcluded various agreements for ’ Subsequently, the
: introducing Iranian products to global i P 2020) hit 134.331 million tons in terms s :

Furniture factory facilitating exportactivitiesin order to : maritime affairs

The firstand only big producer of furniture in the
island isready to start work. [t was already active
sinceacouple ofyearsagoinasmall rental facility.
The factoryhasbeen modernized and created 72
directand 150 indirectjobsinthe field of making
wooden and MDF furniture. Its products are of

markets. Despite US sanctions, Iran’s
exportofnon-oil commodities broke the
record after 40 yearsin terms ofvolume.
Accordingto statistics, 134 million tons
of products exported from the country
last year (from March 21, 2019, to
March 20,2020),showinga 43 percent

alleviate adverse effects of sanctions.

Accordingto the statistics of the Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran (TPOI)
and Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), Iran’s exportof
non-oil commoditiesin the firstyear of

of weightand broke therecord of export
volume over the pastforty years.

Iran exported 134.331 million tons of
non-oilgoods, valued at $41.242 billion,
lastyear (ended March 20,2020).
Drawinga comparison between export
statisticsin2013 and 2019 showed the

ministryre-submitted
the proposal along
witharesponsetothe
observations raised
by the Ministry of
Defence.Itproposeda

high-standard quality. hik he 1 , . activity of the currentadministrationin : o slightly changed route

The presidentisalsoto inauguratethehe]icopter tke as COl:npareFl to the fast year's 2013 hit93.886 million tons, valued at exp.ortofnon-mlgoodsandcommodltles and involvement of
. : ; . correspondingperiod. "y . registereda43and 14.1 percentgrowth :

landing pad of Kish International Airport. The export of goods and products to $41.848billion, showingaonepercent 6 fweichtands lp £ | private operators.

intermsofweightand valuerespectively. The Defence Division

supported the

NO 577 m Solution: NO 576 -m proposal butstressed

that ferry service

5 4 Iran-Turkeyjointeconomic :E:e‘;lgﬁaesl::mhedm

commission to be held soon The Defence Division
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Head of Presidential Office
Mahmoud Vaezisaid thatitwas
decided in the sixth meeting on
[ran-Turkey strategiccooperation
thatjointeconomic commission
of the two countries to be held
soon to help deepen trade and
economic relations.Talking to
reportersonthesidelines ofthe
videoconference meeting, he
referredtothedecline oftradeand
economic exchanges between
Iranand Turkey due tothe spread
of coronavirus, saying that the
two countries are determined
to quickly restore the level of

economicrelationstothatofpre-
coronavirus era.Noting thatthe
foundationforeconomicrelations
between the two countries is
strongandverygood cooperation
documentshavebeensigned, he
emphasized onthe expansion of
bankingrelations between the
two countries.Inthismeeting, the
officialsofthetwo countries called
forusingnational currency of the
two countriesin transactions,
anditwasalsoagreed thatthetwo
countries give priority to each
otherinpurchasingproductsand
dobartertrade.

recommended ferry
services to Muscat
and then to UAE and
Abu Dhabi in first
and second phases,
respectively, and
later to Iran/Iraq in
the third phase. The
ministry was of the
viewthatferryservice
withoutlIran/Iraq, a
popular destination
forthe pilgrims, inthe
firstphase shallnotbe
commercially viable.
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Trump: Harris
Would BeAn
'Insult'as First
Female President
US President Donald
Trump on Tuesday
derided Democraticvice
presidential nominee
Kamala Harris, sayingit
wouldbe "aninsultto our
country"ifthe California
senator became the
nation's first female
president.

"People don't like her.
Nobody likes her. She
could never be the first
woman president. She
could never be. That
would beaninsultto our
country," Trump told a
crowd of supporters in
North Carolina, The Hill
reported.

The US president's
commentary drew
applause fromhisbackers
in Winston-Salem. The
remarks came as partof
abroader attack on the
Democraticticket, which
Trump argued would
"cripple" the country's
economy.
Trumplaunchedasimilar
attack on the prospect
thatHarris could ascend
to the presidency two
weeks ago, saying at a
New Hampshire rally
thathehopedtoseethe
first woman president,
but that it shouldn't be
Harrisbecause "she’snot
competent.

Harrisis the firstwoman
of color nominated to a
majorparty's presidential
ticket. She has been an
ardent Trump critic
as a senator, and she
has assumed the role
ofattackdogin her first
campaign appearances
since being nominated
as the Democratic vice
presidential pick.

Trump has frequently
attacked the senator
since she was named to
the Democraticticketlast
month. He hasregularly
derided her as "nasty,"
complaining about her
tough questioning of
Supreme Court Justice
Brett Kavanaugh
during Senate Judiciary
Committee hearingsand
citingher criticisms of]oe
Biden during the 2019
Democraticdebates.
Healsoentertainedafalse
and racist conspiracy
theoryabouthereligibility
for the vice presidency
afteritwasfirstraisedina
Newsweekop-ed.
Trump's dismissive tone
toward some women
has drawn criticism that
he uses sexistlanguage,
and he has struggled to
win over female votersin
recentmonths,according
toseveralpolls.

=

Vaeziterms Russiaas Iran’s
sustainable, effectiveally

Notingthattheinternational developmentshave strengthened Iran-
Russiarelations, Chiefof Staffof [ran’s Presidential Office Mahmoud
VaezisaysthatRussiahasproved tobe asustainable and effective ally
for[ran.

demandsand pressuresofextra-regional powers.
NotingthatrelationsbetweenIranand Russiahave focused onthree
differentinternational, regional and bilaterallevels, the official said
thatTehran-Moscowrelationsintheinternationallevel aimstohelp
maintain international peace and security, support each otherin
international organizations,and help strengthen multilateralismand
internationalregulations.

Healso touched upon Iran-Russia
bilateralrelations, sayingthislevel
ofrelationsincludesinteractions
ondifferent political, military,
security,economic,commercial,
cultural, scientific and
technologicalareas.

Speakinginan exclusive interview with Iran newspaper which
was published on Wednesday, Vaezisaid that Iran has formed new
coalitions with different countries and is boosting interactions
throughregional organizations such as the Economic Cooperation
Organization, Shanghai Cooperation Organization and Eurasian
Economic Union inabid to form solidarity to stand up to excessive

Hesaid thatrelations between Iranand Russiaatthe regionallevel
coverscooperationinthe Middle Eastand Persian Gulf, Caucasusand
Central Asia, Afghanistan, Syria, Venezuela, fight against terrorism
and extremism, countering separatistmoves, settlement of regional
crises, transportationandtransit, North-South corridor, Caspian Sea
and partnershipinregional organizations suchas SCO and Eurasian
EconomicUnion.

time.

Vaezisaid thatIranand Russia
complementeachothermaintaining
their fullindependence atthe same

Theachievements made by Iran and Russia carries the message to
theworld thatthe eraof Westerndominationhas cometoanend, the

official said.

Path which US pursues nothing but
dead-end: Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said
thatthe path thatthe United Statesis
pursuing is surely a dead-end and

Washington has no other choice butto

return from this path.

‘&”’J/M “The miscalculation
¥ of America since
ISFAHAN 2018 has been M
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_ B itcanforcelranian

nationintoitsknees
by imposing economic

based on
presumption that

pressure ... the Iranian
people resisted against
all pressures; US will not
achieveitsaim,althoughit
iscreating difficulty for our
people. US has distorted
its own image in the UN
Security Council, in the
international community,
and even in its own
country,” said Rouhani
while speakinginacabinet
sessionon Wednesday.
“They surely feel regret
and should return. And
they will return. This path
isdead-end for America.
UShasno otherwaybutto
return, otherwise, it will
faceathickwall,”headded.
All educational centers
open

"Despite the special
conditions thathave been
created for education this
year with the outbreak
of coronavirus, the
doors of no school and
university are closed, but
in the meantime, there
isno compulsion in this
regard and we donotforce
anyone.”

Stating that we want our
students to be in perfect
physicaland mental health,
Rouhanistressed the need
for close monitoring of
the health of studentsin
educational centers.
Country’s economy on
the path ofgrowth

Pompeo urges Europe
tojoin US forimposing

sanctions on Iran

US Secretary of State said that]JCPOA has gone downin history
and called on Europe to join US for imposition of sanctions

againstlran.

Mike Pompeo on Tuesday claimed thatIran’s nuclear deal,
JCPOA, has gone in the history and requested European
countries and other states to join the United States for
imposition of ‘Strong Sanctions’ againstthe Islamic Republic

ofIran.

He showed reaction to the increase of Iran's enriched
uraniumreserves to 10 times more than that ofauthorized

limitassetin JCPOA.

In his twitter account, Pompeo wrote, “According toreports,
Iran'suraniumreserves have reached more than 10 timesthe
limits setin JCPOA. The three European countriesand others
mustturntheir eye to the factthatIran’snuclear deal has gone
inthe history and they should accompany US forimposition

the M

the

Referring to
government's
measures to boost the

country's production
and development, the
presidentsaid, “Measures
taken in various fields,
including industry,
agriculture and services,
show thatpeoplearenot
affected by sanctions and

fear of coronavirus.”

Appreciating the
resistance ofthe Iranian
nation against the

economic pressure and
the oppressive sanctions
ofthe enemy, Rouhanisaid
“The greatIranian nation,
all branches, agents and
officials of the executive
branch have used all their
power in the current
difficultconditions.”
“Despite the fact that for
the pastseven months, we
havebeen facing sanctions
and coronavirus at the
same time, fortunately, our
country hasbeen on the
path ofeconomic growth
inJuly and August,” said
Rouhani.

The President pointed
out, "The fact that the
companies listed in the
stock market have grown
by 2.8% in August this
year compared to the
same period last year

which shows that the
country is on the path of
surge in production and
the enemies have failed to
achievetheirgoals.”
Rouhani said that this
week, wewillhavethe 23rd
weekoftheinauguration of
national projects, adding,
"During this period,
despite all the economic
problems, we have paid
as much as we could to
the businesses that had
problems and the tenants
who had problems with
theirrents.”

Stating that the
governmenthas prepared
the stock market
atmosphere for the
presence of the people,
he said, "Of course, the
stock markethasits own
characteristicsand hasups
and downs, and whoever
enters it should have a
long-term and medium-
termview,and [emphasize
to the stock market
officials that they should
take care of the people's
capital”

"In the year of ‘Surge in
Production’, I call on all
officials to do everything
in their power to make
the productionboomand,
above that, the surge in
productiona priority and

of strongand tough sanctions againstIran.Comprehensive
dialogues and pressureis the only way forward.”

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in |
itslatestreportto members of the Board of Governors

lastFriday, had confirmed thatIran's enriched uranium

reserves had reached more than 10 times the limits setin
thenucleardeal.

agreatgoal.

Enemies launching
propagandaagainstthe
Islamic Republic
Stating thatthe enemies
have launched a large-
scale propaganda
campaign against the
interests of the Iranian
people by creating false
news channels, Rouhani
said "Of course, they are
always disgraced by the
vigilance of the people
and the [raniannation has
responded firmly to all of
them.”

"The enemies expressed
concern for the lives of
the people during the
reopening of the shops
throughraisingthe duality
of ‘bread/life’,and in the
months of Ramadan and
Muharram, they used the
holding of prayers and
mourning ceremonies as
apretextfortheirconcern,
butinall these cases, there
were disgraced when
people observed all health
protocols.”
Rouhaniadded, "Inrecent
days, they are very angry
that we are moving in
therightdirectioninthe
matter of education and
peopledonotlistentotheir
false words and continue
theirway."

After withdrawing from JCPOA in May 2018, Washington [*

hasresorted to provocative and tense measures against
Iraninline with the so-called "maximum pressure" policy.
Initsreactiontothismove, Islamic RepublicofIran putayear ‘
of "strategic patience” on the agendaand gave the parties B

to the nuclear deal, especially European countries, that
promised to compensate for the withdrawal of the United
States, to fulfill their obligations under the nuclear deal.
Oneyear after the lack of fulfillment of Europe's promises
under JCPOA, Iran’s Supreme National Security Council
(SNSC) warned the partiesin a statement on May 7, if
European parties involved in the talk fail to fulfill their
obligationsin the field of oil and banking within 60 days,
[slamic Republicof Iran will reduce its commitments under

-

iy,
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Iranian Gen. warns enemies notto
testpowerof IRGC,Army

A senior commander at the Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corpswarned enemies to refrain from testing
thestrength ofthe willand power ofthe Armyand IRGC.
Commander of Khatam-al Anbiya Central Headquarters
Major General Gholam Ali Rashid made the remarks
amongthearmy commandersintheareaof‘Zolfaghar99’
military exercise,whichwillbeheld onthe Makran coasts.
Referringto the capabilitiesand combatreadiness of
the Army of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Gen. Rashid
said, "After 40 yearsand facing the security crises of the
beginningofthe [slamicRevolutionand theneightyears
oftheImposed War, Iran's Army hasthe powerand ability
toprepare combatverywelltorespond tothreats."
"Thegreatestachievementofthe experience ofthe Holy
Defenseforthelraniannationandthearmed forcesisthe
need for defensereadinessand the use ofmilitaryforceto
respond powerfullytothreats,"headded.

"Duringthe Imposed War, we have gotfamiliarwith the
componentsof powerand the wayshowto use them, so
wehopethatthe enemieswouldrefrain fromtestingthe
willand powerof Armyand IRGC," he stressed.

Iran Urges Close Cooperation
withTajikistanin COVID-19
Battle

PresidentofIran Hassan Rouhani called for efforts
to promote cooperation with Tajikistan in the fight
againstthe coronavirusoutbreakand inmitigatingthe
pandemic’s economicconsequences.

In a Wednesday message to his Tajik counterpart
Emomali Rahmon, Rouhani congratulated the people
andgovernmentof Tajikistan onthe 29th anniversaryof
the central Asian country’sindependence from the Soviet
Unionthatcollapsedin1991.

He also highlighted Iran’s willingness to promote
and strengthen ties with Tajikistan in bilateral and
multilateral fields given their common culture and
language.

Rouhanialso emphasized that the outbreak of the
coronavirus has madeitnecessary for the [ranianand
Tajikofficialsto promote cooperationinordertoaddress
theregion’seconomicproblemsand share experiencesin
thebattlewiththe pandemic.

The presidentexpressed hope thatjointefforts would
broadenthebilateral ties to serve mutual interestsand
contribute toregional and international peace and
security.

Everyyear, Tajikistan celebrates the anniversary ofits
independence on September9.

Mostof Tajikistan’s population belongs to the Persian-
speaking Tajik ethnicgroup, whosharelanguage, culture,
andhistorywithIranand Afghanistan.

After independence, Tajikistan suffered from a
devastating civil war which lasted from 1992 t0 1997.
Since the end of the war, newly established political
stability and foreign aid have allowed the country's
economyto grow.

hasreducedits obligationsunder the nuclear dealin five
steps.Iran'sfirststepinreducingits obligations was to exceed
300 kglimitof3.67% enriched uraniumreserves, lack of

sellingheavy waterand a surplus of enriched uranium which
was announced on May 7.

TheIslamicRepublicofIran




Ayatollah Amoli calls forpreventing

insulttoanyreligion

[ranian ShiaMarja, Ayatollah AbdollahJavadi Amoli, hasissued amessageinreactionto
Charlie Hebdo'sinsulting cartoons, urgingthe officials ofthe Western countriesto prevent
furtherinsulttoanyreligion.“The only thing thatkeeps the world iswisdom,”henoted in

amessage on Tuesday. “Ifthiswisdomisin place, then amajor section of the world’sbudget
willnotbe spentonkillinghumans; take alook atarms factories thatwork 24 /7 to create weapons for

20000 Rials

killinghumans."The pointisthathumanbeingsare consideringthemselvesas Godand don’trequesthelp from

anywhere,headded.Those countriesthatdesecrate the Prophetofthe Quranshould knowthattheyare "sitting

Thursday ,September 10,

onabranchand cuttingtheroots," said the Marja,adding that prophets have come to guide the humanbeings
towardswisdom.Theworld minuswisdomequals World WarIand Il orproxywars, noted AyatollahJavadi Amoli.
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Iran’s non-oil WestAsia
exp()l-ts growth hit Head ofthe Atomic Energy

%43in7yrs.

Organization of Iran (AEOI)
Ali Akbar Salehi said that
the largest ion therapy

Irandeveloping hospital in West Asia is

Kishlslanddespite under construction."We
. ty buildi

sanctions, COVIDIQ-  Z7° SUrrenty Dardimns

outbreak
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEIL

Morning call to prayer:

the National Ion Therapy
o CenterinAlborz Province,"
said Salehi,adding, "Itisthe
largesthospitalin WestAsia
(MiddleEast), thesixth ofits
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05:22:13 kindintheworld."

Noon call to praver : "This centerisuniquein West
ST Asiaandisalmostinitsfinal

13:00:08

Evening call to prayer:

19:33:38

WEATHER

High:35°c
Low:17 °c

stages, and we hope that
inthe middle of nextyear,
we willbe able to startthe
initial testsin thishospital,”
henoted."Thishospitalis for
thetreatmentofincurable
diseases, especially cancer,"
Salehiadded.

He highlighted, "So far,
the cost of the hospital's
equipmenthasbeenaround
200millioneuros.”
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Path which US pursues nothing but
dead-end: Rouhani

COVIDI19- Pandemic Threatens Lives of
Millions of Children: UN

Disruptions to health services due to the pandemic are

putting millions of additional lives at risk worldwide, the

United Nations said Wednesday, warning that COVID19-

couldreverse decades of progressinreducing child mortality.

Thepast30yearshave seenremarkablestrides
forward in preventing or treating causes of
infantdeathsincluding premature births and
pneumonia.

New mortality estimates published by the
UN's children's fund Unicef, the World Health
Organization and the World Bank Group found
that 2019 saw the lowest number of global
under-five deaths onrecord.

Lastyeararound 5.2 million children died due
to preventableillness, compared with 12.5
millionin 1990.Butitwarned thatthe pandemic
risked undoingall this by cutting routine child
and maternal healthservices.
AUnicefsurveyacross 77 countries found 68
per centreported atleastsome disruptionin
child health checksand immunizations.
Henrietta Fore, Unicef executive director,
said thatchildrenand mothers particularly in
low-and middle-income countries were being
deniedaccesstohealthcareas COVID-19 cases
clognationalinfrastructure.

"The global community has come too far
towards eliminating preventable child deaths
toallowthe pandemicto stop usinourtracks,"
shesaid, AFP reported.

"Without urgent investments to re-start
disrupted health systemsand services, millions

of children under five, especially newborns,
coulddie."

Neo-natal care in developing nations is
relatively inexpensive and can profoundly
affectchild survivalrates.

For example, women who receive care by
professional midwives are 16 per centless
likely to lose their baby and 24 per centless
likely to experience pre-term birth, according
tothe WHO.

Modelling conducted earlier this year by Johns
Hopkins University found thatalmost 6,000
additional children could die every single day if
COVID-19 healthcare disruptions continue in
themedium term.

The survey found thatseven countrieshad child
mortality rates of more than 50 deathsin 1000
live birthslastyear.

In Afghanistan, where 1in 17 children die
before their fifth birthday, the ministry ofhealth
reporteda "significantreduction” in visits to
health facilities, Unicefsaid.

Much of the disruption may be down to
fear of contracting COVID-19. Butthere are
profoundrisks for mothersand babiesavoiding
healthcare facilities that have nothing to do
with the coronavirus.

John Wilmoth, director of the Population
Division of the UN Department of Economic
and Social Affairs, said that the report showed
thatthe world had made significant progresson
reducing child mortality over thelast 30 years.
"[talso draws attention to the need toredress
thevastinequitiesinachild's prospects for
survivaland good health," he said.

Trump, Biden Tied in New Florida Poll from
NBC, Marist

US President Donald Trump and Democraticnominee Joe Biden

aretiedin Florida, with the president holding a narrow edge

among Latino votersand Biden with asmall advantage among

seniors.

The latest NBC News-Marist survey finds
Trump and Biden knotted at48 percentamong
likelyvoters. When the polling datais expanded
toinclude allregistered voters, Trumpleads 48
to47 percent.

Trump carried Florida by justover 1 pointin
2016 and the Sunshine State is a key piece to
hisreelection strategy. Biden’slead in Florida
inthe RealClearPolitics averageisnowat 1.4
points, down from his high of 8.4 pointsinlate
July.

Among Latinovoters, Trumpleads 50 percent
to46 percent,amarked shiftfrom 2016, when
Hillary Clinton outpaced Trump by more than
25 points among Florida Latinos, The Hill
reported.

However, Biden takes 49 percent supportfrom
seniors, compared to 48 percent for Trump. In

2016, Trump carried older votersin Florida by
17 points over Clinton.

Biden has double-digitleads among Black
voters,womenand independents. Trumpleads
by double-digitsamong men, white people and
white people withouta college degree.

The pollfinds a majority of voters, 53 percent,
say Trumpisthe better candidate to handle the
economy.Bidenleads 49 percentto 40 percent
ondealing with the coronavirus,and heleads
51 percentto 37 percenton the question of
racerelations.

Forty-eight percentofvoters say Trumpis the
betterleader on crime, compared to45 percent
for Biden.

Floridiansare splitontherecentracial unrest
over the police shootings of George Floyd
and Jacob Blake. Forty-four percent say
they’'re more concerned about police actions,
compared to 43 percentwho say they're more
concerned aboutthe subsequentprotests.
Forty-seven percentof Floridiansapprove of
thejob Trumpis doing, compared to 48 percent
whodisapprove.

Trump willannounce
reductionin U.S.
troopsinIraq

President Donald Trump will
announceafurther drawdown of U.S.
troops from Iraq on Wednesday, a
senior administration official told
reporterson Tuesday.

Thatannouncementwill be followed
byanotheroneinthe comingdayson

afurtherreductioninU.S.forcesin
Afghanistan, the official said.

The decision comes as Trump, a
Republican, faces blowback from
a report that he allegedly made
disparaging remarks about U.S. war
dead.

Trump is trailing Democratic rival
JoeBideninpollsahead ofthe Nov.3
election. Hisannouncement, and the
timingofit,maybeaimedatconvincing

votersthatheis followingthroughon
promisestoendwhathehasdescribed
asAmerica’sendlesswars.

The United Stateshasaround 5,200
troops thatwere deployed in Iraqto
fightthe IslamicState militantgroup.
AUS. official, speaking on condition
ofanonymity,saidlastmonth thatthe
United Stateswas expected toreduce
the number ofits troopsin Iraq by
aboutathirdinthe comingmonths.

IfBiden wins,JCPOA
will probablybe

renewed; U.S expert
"Accordingtothe UNand otherJCPOA
members, U.Sdoesnothavethatright
toactivate snapback butthe United
States continuestoinsistonthatright,”
anAmericanscholarwhosespecialtyis
theMiddle Easttold ILNA.

William Beeman said in an exclusive
interview with ILNA news agency
said thatitis the philosophy of the
Trump administration to press for
illegalactionand thenbe pulledbackby
the courts. Inthis case,however, there
isnocourtthatcouldrestrictAmerican
illegalaction.

Referring to the unsuccessful US
attemptto extend thearms embargo
onTehran, he confirmed "Right now

itlookslike thiswill fail. Butthe United
Stateskeepspressingfortheextension
andhasatheorythattheentire Security
Councilwould have tovoteagainstthe
extension forittobe canceled. We will
see.The United States' theoriesabout
how the United Nations works have
beenwronginthepast.
Theprofessor ofanthropologyatthe
Universityof Minnesotaadded "[hope
that]oe Biden wins the presidency,
and wereturnto sanerelations with
Iran.Thope U.S.Iranianrelations will
benormalized inmy lifetime, butthat
justhopesonmypart.”

"IfJoe Bidenwins,JCPOA will probably
berenewed or continuedinsomeform.
Butthere mayberenegotiationswith
Iran on some points. For one thing,
Iran would have to reduce uranium
enrichmenttowithinthe parameters
oftheJCPOA. All of thisis symbolic, of

course, because [ranisstill operating
legally within the framework of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT),whichisarealtreaty.TheJCPOA
isan"agreement.""

Answering to question about the
winnerofthe U.Spresidential election,
Beemansaid "American electionsare
reallynotpredictable.Many Americans
don'tlike Trump, butwill vote forhim
anyway. He could win re-election
despitethefactthatthepollsshowhim
losingnow."

"We now know that Trump never
admits that he ever makes any
mistakes, and he neverapologizes.
Hisgeneralstrategyistodoubledown
onany criticism, sowe can be afraid
thathe mighttry tolaunch military
actionagainstIranin Octoberbefore
theelection.Iranshould be prepared
forthis,"the U.Sanalystworried.
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