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Nushabad

Underground
City

A 1,500-year-old, 3-story
subterranean city where
ancient Persians took
refugeintimesofwar.
Justnorth ofKashan,inthe
small town of Nushabad,
Iran (alsospelled Noosh
Abad), lies a sprawling
underground city. Despite
its impressive scale, the
ancient buried shelter
was completely unknown
untiladecade ago, when
an oblivious resident
stumbled upon a tunnel
while digging a sewage
ditchinhishome.
Whatwas discovered was
an extensive, 1,500-year-
old underground city, set
between 3 to 18 meters
(10to 60 feet) deep. The
labyrinthine network was
comprised of three stories
oftunnels, chambers, air
ducts, staircases, canals,
and booby traps. It's
considered a marvel of
ancientarchitecture and
engineering.
Construction of this man-
made subterranean city,
called Ouee (or Ouyi),
datesbackto the Sasanian
(or Neo-Persian) Empire
thatruledfrom224to651.
Inhabitants would dig
underground chambersas
hideoutspots for women,
children, and the elderly
inthe eventofanattack by
foreigninvaders.

Over the years, the
individual =~ chambers
were amalgamated, and
air ducts, water pipes,
storage spaces, and toilets
were all built—creatinga
sustainable underground
city that was used as a
refuge duringtimes of war.
Each family had their own
roomofsorts, withatunnel
running down the length
oftheserooms, similartoa
hotel hallway.

Know Before You Go

Parts of the underground
city are open to tourists
yearround. From Kashan,
you will need to take
acab and simply ask the
driver to take you to the
underground city.
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Assarkhaneh Shahi: Isfahan’s
historical oil-extracting house

The Asarkhane Shahi Isfahanis
hidden amongthe bazaars ofthe
Naqgsh-e Jahan Square and it is
oneoftheremains of Asarkhane
from the past thatdraw the eyes
ofvisitorsto the early technology
ofthe people wholived in the last
centuries.

Assarkhaneh Shahibelonging to Safavid
dynasty is a historical oil extracting
houseinthe UNESCO world-heritage-
listed Isfahan. Assarkhanehs (oil
extraction houses) played a key role
in Iranian history in providing the
required oil for the people during
different periods of time. One of the
mostimportant cultural, historical
and tourism monuments in Iran, the
structure of Assarkhaneh Shahi (Royal
Oil Extraction House) in the City of
Isfahan occupiesanareaof360 by 700
sqm. The monument was constructed
duringthereign of Shah AbbasIfromthe
Safavid dynasty which putsitatsome
400 yearsbackintime. Assarkhaneh
Shahiwas constructedin 1021 AH and
wasinoperationuntilafewdecadesago,
butultimately wentoutofservice due to
itsbeinguneconomical.

Dating from the Safavid era, this
museum showcases the early
technology involved in pressing oil
fromroasted seeds. Alarge round stone
revolved on acircular stone plinth to
grind the seed and the resultant oils
were collected in storage jars. Castor,
sesame, poppy, and sunflower were

NATURE

Potash Complex: Dreamy
Residencein Heart of
Iran Deserts

Potash Complex of Khurin Isfahan provinceis
oneofthelargestpotashreservesinthe Middle
East. The complexislocated inthe saltdeserts of
Dasht-e Kavir,about450 kilometers away from
the city of Isfahan.

The complex has been established with the
main goal of producing 50,000 tonnes of
potassium chloride as fertilizer, 300,000 tonnes
of sodium chloride for petrochemical, food
and pharmaceutical usesand 30,000 tonnes of
magnesium hydroxide.

Alarge mine close to the complexisamongthe
main touristattractions for Iranian and foreign
visitors. Justduring the currentIranian New
Year holidays, the complex attracted about 2,000
touriststo theregion.

The complex is capable of contributing to
miningand health tourism.Itcanalso attractthe
interested visitorsin the Dasht-e Kavir. Itincludes
the Village of Salt, Potash Parkand Kamal-Abad
Farm.

The complex,accordingto the organizers, seeks to
promote mining tourismintheregion.Itishome
toasaltcascade, whichis 30 metresinheight,and
includes a handicrafts exhibition,an Ab Anbar
(waterreservoir), anumber of recreational
residential unitsand motels. Meanwhile, there are
some farms, Nakhlestans (gardens of palmtrees),
arestaurantanda cafeteria,an observatoryaswell
asacomplexofpools,atrack motorsportsand an
off-road track.Kamal-Abad Farm with an area of
190square metresincludes 25 traditional homes
aswellasanumber offarms and date gardens.
The complexislocated 30 km away from Khur
Biabanak, which hasapopulation ofabout20,000.

ground down by the millstone housed
inthelower basement (or pillarroom)
ofthisbuilding and the oil was used in
food preparation, soap production and
in oillamps. Ox or camels were used to
pulltherigging.

Infact, Asarkhaneis the oil-extracting
factoryin which theroasted seeds such
as castor, sesame, poppy, and sunflower
were ground and the extracted oils
used in food preparation, soap
productionandinoillamps. The existing
Asarkhane’s equipmentincludes two
large round millstones thatrevolved
on each other by Ox or camel to grind
the seedsand the plantain’s trunks that
fastened togetherand use for pressing
the grinding seeds. It's interesting to
know that the Asarkhane was built
afterward the plantain’s trunks had
beenhoused there due to the enormous
size of the trunks. The construction,
operation ofthe Asarkhane Shahi was
simultaneous with the grand bazaar
of Isfahan and Molla Abdullah School
and was built under the govern of
1st Shah Abbas in Safavid era. The
Asarkhane Shahi had an important
rolein producingoilin the Safavid era
due to the high production capacity of
Asarkhane. Currently, The Asarkhane
Shahilsfahanisused asamuseum to
showcase the early equipmentin the
oilindustry.The Asarkhane Shahi with
an approximate area of 380 square
metersis one of the mostimportant
historical and tourist attractions of
Isfahan province thatlocated in the
proximity of Nagsh-e Jahan Square, at

Iran

Dorfak Ice Cave; Amazing Source of Waterfor Locals

the beginning of Mokhles Bazaar and
facingthe Isfahan gold Bazaar. The main
area ofthe Asarkhane Shahiwas 1,800
square metersin which some portions
suchasstall, dock,and the Asarkhane
entrance have been destroyed.
Whenyou enter the Asarkhane Shahi,
like many other Asarkhane, step down
afewstepstoreachthelowerbasement
(orpillarroom) and you can observe
many facts such as stones, barrels
and... thatshow clearly the history of
Asarkhane. The building has one floor
and designed in three domed ceiling
spaceswith 11 metersheight. The shape
of ceilings helps to store the extracted
oilinthelowertemperature. The seeds
were ground down by revolting the
millstonesand then, the masses ofthe
resultant pulp were flattened on the
woven stuffthat was made from palm
leaves. Then, one by one putthem on
eachotherinawooden cylindricaljarin
order to press them with alarge beam
and collectthe extracted oilinabarrel.
Whatisthebesttimetogo?

You can getthe Asarkhane Shahiatany
time and itis open every day except
Fridays from 9 AM till 5 PM. The
entrance fee to Asarkhane Shahiisabout
200.000IRR for foreign visitors.
Gettingthere:

The Asarkhane ShahiIsfahanislocated
inthe northeastofthe Nagsh-e Jahan
Square at the beginning of Mokhles
Bazaar and facing the Isfahan gold
Bazaar. By passing through the Qeysarie
Gate,you can get there via Chit Sazha
Bazaar.

Infact,
Asarkhane
isthe oil-
extracting
factoryin
whichthe
roasted
seedssuch
ascastor,
sesame,
poppy, and
sunflower
were ground
andthe
extracted oils
usedinfood
preparation,
soap
production
andinoil
lamps.

Dorfak PeakinnorthernIran, with an
altitude of 2,700 metres, is the roof of
Gilan province and a silent volcano
whichishometoanamazingice cave
and anatural glacier.
Thepeakislocated between the cities of
Rudbarand Siahkal over the regions of
Deylamanand Amarlu.

Dorfakis connected southwards to the
mountains of Manjil and extends from
the eastand south-eastto the Pishkouh
Mountains and the Takht-e-Soleiman

mountainrange. It continues to the
valley of Tonekabon County.
Thereisanice cave withalength of100
metresinthisarea, whose greatlength
is probablyaresultofthelastvolcano
eruptions offthe Dorfak Peak.

Due to its geographic location, it is
covered with snow throughouttheyear.
Thenatural glacier of DorfakIce Caveis
registered asanational heritagein Gilan
province.

Inthe past, people from nearbyvillages
carriedice from the cave withhorsesto

the cities of Lahijan, Sangar and Rasht
toresolve the shortage of cold waterin
the city.

Nowadays, the ice cave still supplies
the drinking water of the people of the
region. The nomads have built stone
housesinthe mountainousarea, and
bringoutice to provide water for their
livestock.

Dorfak Caveisararenatural glacierthat,
asanecotourism attraction, attracts
thousands of mountaineersand tourists
eachyear.

WHERETO STAY

Seven Hostel In Isfahan:
Very Nice And Convenient
Accomodation

Inthe 16th and 17th century, Isfahan used to be the
Persian Empire’s capital. Back then, Persiawas a
greatsuperpower in the world and Abbas I of Persia
fromthe Safavid Dynasty, whois alsoknown as Abbas
the Great, fostered sciences and artsin all forms. It
was because of Abbas’s role as a patron thathistory’s
greatestscientists such as Shaikh-i Bahai moved to
Isfahanand contributed to the grandeur of this city in
allterms.Modern Isfahanhasbeenregistered asaworld
handicrafts city by World Crafts Council (WWC) and is
surely one the mostbeautiful cities in the world in terms
oflayoutand alsoarchitecture. Now, there are many
traditional, luxury hotelsinIsfahan buttheroomsrates
atthesehotelsare quite highand mostbudgettravelers
cannotafford theiraccommodationifthey optforthem.
Tofillthe gap,andinit’s third step toachieve the goal of
startingachainofhostelsinIran, SevenHostels started
Seven HostelinIsfahanearlyin2016.

Seven HostelinIsfahanisinfactajointprojectbetween
SevenHostels and Orchid Hotel in Isfahan. Through
SevenHostels Group’s contract with this hotel, budget
travelers who travel to Isfahan are provided with
dormbeds and also private rooms. The rooms rates
include free breakfastand Wi-Fiinternet. Allthe rooms
have private bathroomsand the general state of this
hostelin Isfahan canbe described as neatand clean.
The manager ofthe hostelisasophisticated local who
hasnowbeenactive in hotel managementbusiness
foryears. He has greatknowledge about the tourist
attractionsinIsfahan, and gives his guests the easiest
directionstoreach the populartouristspots.

With the GPS coordinates 0f32.665263,51.669674
whichisacentrallocationinIsfahan, Seven Hostel
providesyouwithagreataccesstomostofthe popular
touristattractionsin this city. It'sin Charbagh Street,
whichisthe mostfamous, mostimportant,and most
beautiful streetin Isfahan.




Hedge Fund Managers Say
Saudi Arabia, Its Allies Cannot

Replace Iranian Qil

Hedge fund managers are increasingly betting Saudi Arabia
and its allies cannot or will notreplace all the crude lost from
the market when US sanctions on Iran go into effect fully from

November.

Hedge funds and other money managers increased their
combined netlongposition in the six major petroleum contracts

byanother 50 million barrelsinthe weekto Sept. 25.

Portfolio managers have raised their combined netlongposition
by atotal of 196 million barrels over the last five weeks, according

to exchange and regulatory data, Reutersreported.

NEWS

Iran, Syria eye increased coop. in

electricity sector

Therequired mechanismsto enhance strategic cooperationin
the powersectorwere discussed duringthe meetingbetween
Syrian Minister of Electricity, Mohammad Zuheir Kharboutli
and Hassan Danaeifar, anadvisor to First Vice-President
ofthe Islamic Republicof Iran and chairman of the [ranian
committee on the development of economicrelations with
Syriaand Iraq.During the talks, the two sides stressed the
jointdetermination to take advantage of existingand available
capabilitiestobuild a full partnership between the Syrian and
[ranian companies with the participation of the publicand
private sectorsand adopt practical steps toachieve aquantum
leapintheelectricity sector.

Kharboutli pointed outtheimportance ofthe Aleppo Thermal
Power Station and the need to maintain and rehabilitate
itasthe city of Aleppoisanimportantindustrial city. “We
are working hard to bring the station back to service witha
capacity of 1065 MW,” SANA quoted him as saying.

Envoy calls for facilitating Iranian

merchants’presencein Nineveh

Iranand Iraq have discussed to facilitate presence and
activities of Iranian merchantsin the Iragi province Ninevah.
Iran consul generalin Erbil Morteza Ebadiand vice chairman
of Nineveh chamber of commerce Amer Hamdoun Jassem
underlined paving the way for [ranian merchants’ presence
intheIraqiprovince.

During the meeting, both sides discussed ways of bilateral
cooperation, reinforcement of trade ties and exchange of
technical, engineeringand agricultural knowledge.Paving the
way for presence of [ranian business personsand producersin
Nineveh, Mosul business people’svisitto Iranian exhibitions,
bilateral meetings between chambers of Mosul and border
provinces were among other topicsreviewed by both sides.

Iran Cement, Clinker Exports Up 17%

Closeto 5.82 million tons of cementand clinker were exported
from Iran during the first five months of the current Iranian
year (March 21-Aug.22),showinga 17.3%rise compared
with the corresponding period of last year.According to
Mohammad Atabak, the head of the board of directors at
Cement Employers Association, cementaccounted for more
than 2.93 million tons of the total sum and the remaining
2.88 million tons were clinker, registeringa 9% and 26.9%
increase year-on-year respectively. The official added that
[ranian cementheaded to more than 20 countries, of which
AfghanistanandIraq, purchasing 30% and 26% ofthe total
exportsrespectively, were the firstand second biggest
customers.Atabakadded that Bangladesh and Kuwait were
[ran’s firstand second biggest clinker customers over the
period underreview, witha22% and 21% share of total
exportsrespectively.

Iran Cotton Qutput Estimated to
Reach 60,000 Tons

EghtesadOnline: Close to 180,000 tons of cotton bolls are
estimated to be produced in Iran by the end of the current
Iranianyear (March 20,2019), from which around 60,000
tons of carded cotton will be extracted.Hossein Shirzad, the
CEO ofthe Central Organization for Rural Cooperatives of
Iran, further said that the figures show no significant change
compared with lastyear.“Cotton hasbeen cultivated on over
71,000 hectaresthisyear. The estimated production willmeet
nearly 50% ofthe annual domestic demand,” Shirzad wasalso
quoted as sayingby IRNA.The officialadded that currently 69
cotton factoriesacross 14 provincesin Iran have the capacity
toprocess 300,000 tons of cotton bolls.

Bullishlong positionsnow outnumber bearish shortones by a
ratioof morethan 12:1,and theimbalance israpidly closinginon

therecord 14:1backin April.

Butthe new wave of hedge fund bullishness is concentrated
almostentirely in Brentratherthan WTI or refined fuels.

Fund managers haveraised their netin Brentby 172 million
barrels since Aug. 21 compared withanincrease of just 5 million

inWTL

Fund managersnow hold anetlongposition ofalmost500 million
barrelsin Brentbetting prices willincrease even further from

their current four-year high.

Hedge fund long positions outnumber short ones in Brent by
morethan 19:1,up fromaratio ofjust8:1atthe startof August,
and closinginontherecord21:1setin April.

Tradersforeseeashortage of seaborne crudeslinked to Brentas

has

USsanctionsonlIrangointoeffect
onNov. 4, despitereassurances
from Saudi Arabia, Russiaand
the United States supplies will
remainadequate.

Concern about feedstock
shortageslinked tosanctions
explains why position-building

concentrated in Brentrather than
WTIorrefined fuels.

The inland US crude market remains
supplied and refined fuel markets appear balanced as an
international freight slowdown and higher prices take their toll
on consumption.

been overwhelmingly

Russia Says Unable to Boost Oil
Flowsto Asiaas Iran Sanctions Loom

Russiais unable to materially
increase crude supplies to
Asian markets who are faced
with thelossofIranianimports
due to existing transportation
constraints, Russia’s deputy
energy minister Pavel Sorokin
said.

Russia Says Unable to Boost Oil Flows to
AsiaasIran Sanctions Loom

But Russia could send more barrels
to Europe inthe coming months ifthe
economicstherebecome more attractive
with US sanctions onIran’s oil exports
kicking-in from early November, Sorokin
told S&P Global Plattsin an interview
Monday.

Russiahasnearly tripled crude exportsto
Asian markets to over 1 millionb/d over
thelasteightyears after the East Siberia-
Pacific Ocean (ESPO) pipeline came into
operationin 2010, redirecting some
barrels fromless lucrative westbound
directions.

“We have been supplying as much as
we can to Asia, as this is a premium
market. We've always maximized and
will maximize volumes flowing there...”
Sorokin said. “This is why our ESPO and
Novorossiiskare used at full capacity.”
Although China, Iran’s biggest crude
buyer, has said it plans to ignore the
imminentUSsanctionsonlran, Japanand
South Korea and Indiaare all expected
to abide by the curbs and restrict their
importsofIranian crude.

Iran’s exports have already fallen by some
700,000b/d since US President Donald
Trump pulled outofthe 2015 [rannuclear
dealin May, forcing end-users to seek
alternative grades. Total Iranian exports
are expected to fall by up to 1.7 million
b/d whenthe US sanctions become fully
effective on November 5.

Sorokin said that Russian crude
producers couldincrease crude supplies
to European markets, as there are no
transportation constraints, in contrast
to the situation with Russia’s eastward
infrastructure, whichisbeingused atits
full capacity.
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“If the oil price grows in Europe due
to drops in Iranian crude volumes
(anticipated in the wake of US sanctions’
re-imposition), companies willincrease
deliveries to thisregion at the expense
oflessattractive directions. We’'ll supply
(more) to where the economics are the
mostattractive,” he said.

Medium sour Urals has been seen by
international buyers as one of the best
alternatives to Iranian barrels, due to
its proximity to the market, with many
refineries in Europe built specifically to
process Russian crude.

Urals was trading around multi-
year highs relative to Dated Brent in
both Northwest Europe and the
Mediterranean in late August-early
September. Its price, though, has
weakened in late September due to
growing barrels available for Europe
amid maintenance seasoninRussia.

In August, Russiarestored the bulk of
its outputreduced under the OPEC-led
production cutdeal and has the potential
toincrease it further by the end of this
year. The ministry has though avoided
providingany concrete estimates of crude
outputlevels overthe coming months.
“The currentpotentialisaround 200,000-
300,000b/dup totheend of2019 from
the currentlevel, thankstofieldsthathave
been prepared for full-scale development

such as Yurubcheno-Tokhomskoye or
Tagul,” Sorokin said in comments close
tothose provided by the energy minister
Alexander Novakin late September.
“West Siberia has substantial potential,
but nearly half of the reserves in the
region, which has the highestlevel of
(oil) taxation, are not profitable for
development,” he said, adding that
production growth seen in Russia over
thelast 10 years came mainly from other
regionsthatenjoy significanttaxbreaks.
Onthe contrary, West Siberia, Russia’s
main oil province which accounts for
some two-thirds of the country’s total
output, hasfaced natural decline over the
same period. Without new tax breaks,
crude production will “inevitably” start
fallingin the near term, Sorokin said.
The ministry has proposed to the
government implementation of six
additional measures to address the
problem,and hopes theywill be approved
inthenear future. The ministry estimates
Russia crude outputcould drop toaslow
as 7 millionb/d by 2030 without new
stimuli.Sorokinalso commented on the
introduction of tougher regulations by
the International Marine Organization
that foresee asignificantdrop in sulfur
contentin bunker fuel from January 1,
2020, saying that Russianrefiners are
mainly prepared for the changes.

“Wehavebeen
supplying asmuch
aswe canto Asia,
asthisisapremium
market. We've
always maximized
and will maximize
volumes flowing
there...” Sorokin
said. “Thisis why
ourESPOand
Novorossiisk
areused at full
capacity.”
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50 percentinlessthan 24 hours.

Iranian cities on Tuesday morning.

Iran’s Rial Rises against Dollar
The Iranian currency, rial, is bouncingback against US dollar which
hasstarted tonosedive since Monday eveningas people have flocked
tomoney exchange markets to exchange their dollars forrial.

A downward trend in the price of foreign currencies in Iran has
pushed down the value of dollar in the unofficial market by almost

Thevalue of US dollar had hitrecord highsin Iran, reaching 190,000
rials, butitwas being offered foras much as 80,000 rialsin some

~

Therising value of rialhas made people rush to exchange their
foreign banknotes for [Iranian money.
The price of “Spring of Freedom” gold coin, minted by the Central
BankofIran, hasalsobegun to dwindle.
Foreign currency valuesbegantoriseinIranafterthe USwithdrew
fromthe 2015 Irannuclear deal in May and announced plans fora
freshwave of sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic.

There was growing demand for dollars among ordinary

abroad.

Iranians, who feared more plunge in the value of their assets
and growing price of goods, even those not imported from
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Iran Energy Exchange to Start Trade in Oil
Futures

IranEnergy Exchangewilllaunch
crude oil futures from nextweek
aspartofaplanto facilitate oil
exportsas USsanctions targeting
its energy sectorin November
drawnearer.

According to an oil ministry
deputy, oil futures will be
launched forthe sole purpose of
exports and one million barrels
will be offered on the stock
exchange.

Ali Kardor, the chiefexecutive
officer of state oil company NIOC
told IRNA on Monday that the
timing of starting the oil futures
tradeisbeingdetermined.
“Wearenowsettingthe direction

[for the futures trade] that
could be subjecttorevisionin
some cases,” Kardor said. The
previously proposed method for
oilpaymentstobesettled 80%in
foreign currencyand 20%inrials
isalsobeingreviewed,according
toFinancial Tribune.

Tehranhas oftentried tolaunch
a crude futures several times
in the past to let the private
sector participate in the state-
dominated sectorinthe pastbut
tonoavail. First Vice President
Esh’haq]ahangirisaid in early
summer thatthe governmentwas
embarkingonneweffortstobring
oiltradetothestockmarket.
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What's News

+ Forex,Gold
Descendin

Tehran Market

Therial on Monday pared
more of its losses in the
open foreign exchange
marketand wastraded at
around 154,830 to the US
dollar.

Accordingto the Tehran
Goldand Jewelry Union's
website, the Iranian
currencygainedasmuchas
%9 againstthe greenback
bylateafternoon.

New measures by the
Central Bank of Iran in
easingcurrencyrulesand
optimism about Iran's
Action Planwith the global
anti-money laundering
body, the Financial Action
Task Forcearesaidtohave
been effectiveinthelatest
marketdevelopments.
The gold coin was also
bearish on Monday with
the benchmark Bahar
Azadidropping by more
than %5 and fetched 47.5
millionrials ($295).

The currency market was
hit with a new bout of
volatilitylast Wednesday
with the dollar being
tradingataround 183,470
rials. New CBI policies
are at work to restore
stability to the chaotic
currency marketand the
Head of Plan and Budget
Organization of Iran was
hopeful Monday that the
newmeasureswillproduce
the desired results,IBENA
reported.

The central bank has
adopted five new
schemesto help address
problemsofthe struggling
production units and
plans are underway to
implementthe schemes
in the current month,
Mohammad Bager
Nobakhtsaidinameeting
withthe members of [ran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture onMonday.
Hesaid the government’s
most important duty
is toward economic
development and it
is striving to bring a
semblance of balance
to the monetary, capital,
goodsandjobmarkets.The
CBl official website said
Mondaythattheallocation
offoreign currencyatthe
officialrate (42,000 ials)
forimportershas changed
since June 22 and three
ministries (industries,
mining, and trade,
agriculture, and health
have been designated as
responsible entities for
allocation of currency
to importers based on

priority.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,193.4$%
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The market
sawthedollar

exchange rate of
9000 Rials

..Hearingthenewsof currency
depreciation in the coming
days, retail buyers came to the
markettoselltheirsmalldollars
to prevent potential financial
losses. However, brokers are
divided into two categories;
those whostillbelieve they can
earnattractive gains from the
foreignexchangemarketandthe
other group of peoplewhoare
worriedaboutlosingpartoftheir
property; Becausein the past
dayshaveboughtalotofdollars.
By delegating new authority
by the heads of power to the
General Director of the Central
Bankforthe managementofthe
foreign exchange market, the
bankenteredintoactionand
thatiswhythe currency market
has been slowing down. The
central bank has intervened
throughthebanksand currency
exchanges authorized in the
foreign exchange marketand
has taken measures to control
theexchangerate. Whichseems
tohavehadapositive resultfor
thismarketanditcontinues.
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Iranian Leader's
TopAide:
Resistance Front
Guarantees
Syria's
Territorial
Integrity

Iranian Leader's Top
Aide for International
Affairs Ali Akbar Velayati
underlined that the
resistancefrontguarantees
Syria'sterritorial integrity,
stressing that Iran will
continue its military
advisoryroleinthe war-hit
countryaslongastheSyrian
governmentdemands.
"Theresistance frontwill
not allow seperation of
evenaninch ofthe Syrian
soil. This has made the
Americans angry and
therefore, they always
say thatIranshouldleave
theregion,” Velayati said
inameetingwitha Syrian
academic  delegation
in Tehran ."The Islamic
Republic of Iran will
remainin Syriaaslongas
the country's government
supportsIran's presence
to fully guarantee Syria's
independence,"headded.
Velayati expressed
confidence that US
President Donald Trump
willend histenurebutSyria,
Iraq, Lebanon and other
Islamicstates will remain
intact.Iran has played a
militaryadvisoryrolein
SyriaandIraqtohelpthem
fightagainstthe terrorist
groups

Z.arif says starting all over
with US againimpossible

Iranian Foreign Minister criticized US disloyalty and its
withdrawal from Iran Deal, saying starting all over with

USisnotpossible.

“We live in a world of possibilities, so nothing is
impossible, but we need to see,” Zarif was quoted as

saying.

“Firstofall, we’re notangry. Now, ifit’s going to lead
toresolution, you need to be able to build on what
you already have, because, Imean, youremember the
movie ‘50 First Dates, when you startall over again the

following day, he added.

'"We can’t. Thisisimpossible. Youneed to be able to have

reiterated.

thatisreliability.'

relations.”

arelationship thatisbased on some foundations. And we
haveadocument”’—thenuclear deal—“thatisahundred
and fifty pageslong. It'snotatwo-page document, he

He wenton to say that “I'm notruling out the prospect
oftalks provided the necessary conditions for talks,and

“Reliability is different from trust. Reliability is that
when you sign something you are bound by it. Pacta
suntservandaisthe oldidiom, the basis ofinternational

“Otherwise everything will fall apart. We are waiting for
some sense ofrealism,’ Zarifreiterated.

Zariftogether with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
arrivedin New York on September 23 to attend the UNGA

Israel seeking to justify another
aggression against Lebanon: FM Bassil

Lebanon’s Foreign Minister Gebran

Bassil says Israel is seeking to “justify

anotheraggression” againsthis country

after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu made “false allegations”

against the Lebanese resistance

movement Hezbollah that it has

purportedly built missile sitesinthe midst

of civilian districts of Beirut.

Duringhisspeechatthe 73rd annual session of
the United Nations General Assembly in New
York on Thursday, the Israeli premieralleged
thatHezbollah had built “three” clandestine
missile storage facilities “along Beirut’s [Rafic
Hariri] International Airport”,showing some
pictures ofthe so-called sites.

On Monday, the Lebanese top diplomat,
however; harshlylambasted Netanyahu’s fresh
allegations, saying that whathe had claimed
were “based oninaccurate information.”
Bassiladded that Netanyahu’s allegations
were supported by no “evidence” whatsoever,
and thatshowing some pictures “does not
containany proof.” The resistance movement
“hasmissilesbuttheyarenotneartheairport”,
he furthernoted.

The Lebanese foreign minister also stressed
thathis country has “the legitimate right to
resistuntil theliberation ofall the occupied
territories” from Israeli occupation, referring
to Lebanon’s Shebaa Farms, which were
occupied by the Israeliregime duringits full-
scalewaragainst Arab territoriesin 1967.
“Today, Lebanonisraisingitsvoice toreach
all the countries of the world, especially the
permanent members of the United Nations,
torejectthelsraeliallegations, to preventany
Israeliaggression on Lebanon, whichwillhave
implications for the entire region, especially
forthe Syrian and Palestinian refugeesliving
in Lebanon,” Bassil further warned.

He alsorevealed that Israeli military has
violated Lebanon’s territories through “air,
land and sea 1,417 times for the last eight

months, thatis, morethan 150 timesineach
month.”

Meanwhile, Lebanon’s Foreign Ministry
convened foreign ambassadors to Beirut to
respond to Netanyahu'’s allegations, saying
thatthe ministry would take the convoys on
atourofatleastone ofthelocationsinthe
capital.

Lebanese President Michel Aoun asserted
earlier thatIsrael’slatest “threats” would not
workto cause an escalation with Tel Aviv.
Hezbollah, forits part, ridiculed Netanyahu’s
new allegations against the resistance
movement, with Mohammad Fneish, a
Hezbollah senior member and Lebanon’s
caretaker youth and sports minister, saying,
“Let’s leave Netanyahu with his lies and
delusions, to speakabout whathe wants and
inciteinthe way he seesfit.”

He also affirmed that Hezbollah “has
significant capabilities” as outlined by its
Secretary General Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,
vowing thatthe resistance movementwould
strongly respond to “any new attack on
Lebanon.”

Accordingto Press TV, Hezbollah was founded
inthe 1980s following the Israeliinvasion
and occupation of southern Lebanon. Since
its establishment, the movementhashelped

the army defend Lebanon both in the face of
foreign aggression, includingwholesale Israeli
warsin2000and 2006, and againstterrorism.
The Israeliregime suffered a humiliating
defeatduringthe second war.

Thisisnotthe firsttime thatthe Israeli prime
minister has been known to level baseless
accusationsagainstlran’salliesintheregion
andtheIslamicRevolutionitself.

Takingthe podiumtoaddressthe 73rd annual
session ofthe UN General Assembly in New
York on Thursday, Netanyahu claimed that
Iranwas working to develop nuclear weapons
at“secret” sites.

He used amap and photographs ofabuilding
thathe claimed wasa “secretatomic weapons
warehouse” inthe Iranian capital, Tehran.
The claims came while Iran has drawn the
praise ofthe world community for remaining
fully committed toits 2015 nuclear deal with
world powers despite Washington’s much-
criticized withdrawal from the international
document.

Iran’s compliance with the deal hasbeen
verified in numerous reports by the
International Atomic Energy Agency -- the
UN’s nuclear watchdog, which uses strict
mechanisms to monitor the technical aspect
oftheagreement’simplementation.

-
Putin Enjoys Greater

Survey

respectively.

N

International Trustthan Trump:

- Russian President Vladimir Putin enjoys the greater trust of the
international community than his US counterpart Donald Trump,
accordingtoapoll conducted by the US Pew Research Center.The
pollshowed that Putin enjoys the trust of 30 percent of respondents,
while Trump was trusted by as many as 27 percent of interviewees.At
the same time, itis noted that over %81 of Russians support Putin's
activities on the world stage.German Chancellor Angela Merkel topped
theratingofpoliticians in whom the international community trusts,
with 52 percentof people having said they did have confidence in
Merkel, Sputnikreported.The German chancellor was followed by
French President Emmanuel Macron and Chinese PresidentXi Jinping,
who are considered as credible by 46 and 34 percent of respondents

~
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Zarif saysrelationship with
Chinastrong

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif stressed thatIran
believesthatitsrelationshipwith Chinaisstrongand Tehranhasbeen
assured by the Chinese officials that they intend to continue their
economicdealingswithIran.

Hemadetheremarksinawide-ranginginterview with Chinese TV

Mr. Zarifsaid, “Chinais Iran'snumber one trading partner. And China
isavery close friend of Iran. We have a comprehensive strategic
relationship - partnership arrangementwith China. And thatisbased
onthedecision oftheleadersofthe two governments and thatis to

“So, we believe that ourrelationship with Chinais strong, we have
beenassured by the Chinese officials thattheyintend to continue their
economicdealings with Iran. Theyintend to continue the purchase of
oilfromIranand we hopethatthisisthecase,”headded

~
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Iran’s Top General: IRGC Missile Attack 1st Level of Revenge

meeting.

Healso participated in the
Nelson Mandela Peace
Summit and held talks
with P1+4 foreign
ministers.

Zarif and the High
Representative of the
European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Federica Mogherini
in their firstjoint statement
after the US withdrawal from Iran
nuclear deal underlined preserving the agreementand
meetingIran's economicinterests.

NEWS

US action to relocate embassy to
Al-Quds to pushregion into further

chaos: Iran

Iranian deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and
International Affairs Gholam Hossein Dehqanirejected
USpresident’santi-Quds choices, sayingrelocating US
embassy from Tel-Avivto Holy Quds will push theregion
into furtherviolenceand chaos.
Dehqgani made the remarks whileaddressingameeting
ofthe OIC Committee on Palestine onthesidelines ofthe
73rdsession ofthe UN General Assembly.

Tranian Parliament Holds Closed
Sessionon Ahvaz Terror Attack

Iran’slawmakerson Tuesday held a closed session to
discussvarious dimensionsofarecentterroristattack
onamilitary parade in the southwestern city of Ahvaz,
whichkilled 25 people, includingafour-year-old child.
October,11:08-2018,02 Politics Comments

The MPs started the closed session on Tuesday morning
withrelevantauthorities, including Interior Minister
Abdolreza Rahmani Fazliand some officials from the
Armed Forces General Staff, in attendance.

During the military parade in Ahvaz, which was staged
concurrently with nationwide military parades on
September 22 to markthe Sacred Defense Week, Takfiri
militants wearing disguise opened fire at the people
participatinginthe ceremony.

The attackwas simultaneously claimed by the Saudi
Arabia-linked al-Ahwaziyaterroristgroup,and the Daesh
Takfiriterroroutfit, whichissuspected of receiving Saudi
patronage.

Seoul: North Korea Estimated to
Have 60-20 Nuclear Weapons

ASouth Korean minister told lawmakers that North
Koreaisestimated to have up to 60 nuclearweapons, in
Seoul'sfirstpubliccommentaboutthesize ofthe North's
secrecy-clouded weaponsarsenal.

Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyontold parliament
Monday the estimates on the size of North Korea's
nucleararsenal range from 20 bombs to as many as 60.
Hewasrespondingtoaquestionbyalawmaker,saying
theinformation came from theintelligence authorities.
The National Intelligence Service, South Korea'smain spy
agency,couldn'timmediately comment.
Chomayhaveunintentionally revealed the information.
Hisministrysaid Tuesday Cho'scommentsdidn'tmean
thatSouth Koreawould acceptNorth Koreaasanuclear
state, suggesting Seoul's diplomatic efforts torid the
Northofitsnuclear program would continue.

The South Korean assessmentonthe North'sarsenal
isnotmuch different from various outside civilian
estimates largely based on the amount of nuclear
materials thatnorthisbelieved to have produced, AP
reported.

Damascus aware of Iran’s strikes
againstterroristpositionsin Syria
Syrianlawmaker Mohammad Kheiral-Akkam said that
Iran’s strikesagainstterroristsitesin easternSyriaare
doneby coordination with Damascus.

"Iranand Syriaareinawaragainstterrorismand there
isacommonalliance between them," he said, Youm?7
websitereported.
Hewentontosaythatlran’soperationsagainstterrorists
inSyriaare done with coordination with Damascus.
ThelslamicRevolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) launched
sixmissilesatheadquartersofterroristsin Syria’s eastern
Euphrates from Kermanshah province on early hours of
Monday, killingdozens ofterroristsbehind Ahvaz terror
attack

Chiefof Staff ofthe Iranian Armed Forces
Major General Mohammad Hossein
Bagerihailed the recent missile attack
launched by the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps againstterroristsin Syria
asthefirststage ofrevenge forarecent
terroristattack on peoplein the city of
Ahvaz.

In comments on Monday, Major General
Bagerisaid the firststage of revenge for
the Ahvazattackwasalarge-scale missile
and drone operation with significant
features, because it was the first time
thatlran’s unmanned aerial vehicles

flew over foreign countries to hittargets
in Syria.

The enemy suffered heavy blowsin the
IRGC strike, the general said, warning
thatotherstagesoftherevengeare going
tohappenaswell.

He added thatthe attackon terrorists
demonstrates thatsecurity ofthe nation
isIran’sredline.

On Monday morning,the IRGC Aerospace
Force fired six mid-range ballistic
missiles atthe bases of Takfiri terrorists
inanareaeastofthe Euphratesin Syriain
retaliation forthe Ahvazterroristattack.

Following the missile strike, the IRGC
flew seven combatdronesand bombed
the positions and strongholds used for
accommodating and supporting the
terrorists.

During a military parade in Ahvazon
September 22, Takfiri militantslaunched
an attack, killing 25 people and injuring
more than 60 others, includingwomen
and children.

Followingthe terroristact, Leader ofthe
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneisaid the attackin Ahvaz was
the continuation of plots hatched by US

r"h' i R
- stooges
intheregionto create
insecurity in the country, adding that
Iran’sintelligence services must swiftly
find the accomplices of the "criminals”
behind the attackand putthem ontrial.



Iran wins UN non-communicable diseases

prevention award

The United Nations Interagency Task Force on the Prevention and Control
of Non-communicable Diseases (UNIATF) conferred Iran and some other
countries onits firstaward.World Health Organization (WHO) Deputy
Director-General Soumya Swaminathan granted the award to Iran, Turkey,
Bahrain, India,and some other countriesand individuals on the sidelines
ofthe 73rd United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) held in New York.
The award conferred isinitiated by UNIATF (a subsidiary of WHO) atits 10th

5000 Rials

meetingin Viennain February 2018 on countries and individuals that have

contributed greatly to fightingand preventing the world’sleading avoidable killers
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(NCDs).Sevenin 10 deaths throughoutthe world are caused by Non-communicable diseases (NCD)
mainly originated from tobacco and alcohol use, unhealthy diets and physical inactivity,according to UN.
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Istahan; city of bicycles

|

Let'sride bicycles campaign in Isfahan

Pointing to holding the "Let's ride bicycles” inthe

D 4

volved in the urban management will cooperate in this

current Tuesday, Isfahan deputy mayor for trans-

portation and traffic said, "All organizations in-

campaigntointernalizethe cycling culturein Isfahan.”

"Isfahanis the city of the bicycles, so we have defined a
policy to develop the cycling culture among different walks
oflife; bicyclesdon’tbelongtoaparticular group of citizens,
buttoall citizens," Alireza Salavati said."We have tried to

continue this campaign duringthisyear, ifitisaccomplished
symbolically, [sfahani citizens will experience more bike
trips. Urban managementwill also offer bikes and bicycle
facilities for purchase to encourage citizens," he noted."Itis
believed thatbikes play asignificantrolein urbantrips; the
purpose ofimplementing this campaign isalso to promote
cycling culture. "Let's ride bicycles" campaign will be
implemented this Tuesday with the motto of "we watch
Isfahan back" in the third municipal district," he noted
regardingtherole ofbicyclesintheurban trips.

Older Persons Week

Special programs for Isfahani elders

Coincidence withthebeginningofthe older personsweek,
special cultural, recreational, and educational programs
have beenimplemented for senior citizens with the
approach of creatinghope, motivation,and increasing the
social vitality.
"Departmentofelderaffairswhichisnamed "Experience
Garden",isaspecialty center for senior citizens of Isfahan
located atthe end of Ghadir garden thathosts more than
300visitorsevery day," Fahimeh Sadat Kadkhodaee, the
director ofthe Experience Garden said.

Saying that many programs will be implemented for
elder people of the city in Tajrobeh garden, she added,
"Holding poeticreadings, literary gatherings, cheerful
singing, scientific conferences, psychological discussions,
techniques tolive happier,and also health protectionare
amongthese programs.”

Pointingto the special programs of the older persons
week in Isfahan, she said, "Various programs have
been considered for thisweek; some of them have been
implemented orare being held in Ghadir garden, and

ol ” s

the cultural and recreational centers of 15 municipal
districts.”

Referringto thisfactthatseniority doesn’tmean disability,
she continued, "Itis true thatthe seniority age is over 60
years, butsince some programs have preventive aspects,
citizens over 50 years can alsoregister and participatein
these programs for free."

Iran’s Rial Rises against Dollar

Iran oil embargo threatening world economy: Hong

Kongpaper

US sanctions on Iranian crude oil exports, expected
to take effectin November, constitute athreat to
the world economy, a Hong Kong English-lan-

guage newspaper warned on Tuesday.

Washington is causing a problem for different Asian
countries,including China, and even other economiesaround
theworld, the South China Morning Postwrote.

Many oil companies, especially in Asia and China, have
announced they will continue to buy Iran's oil regardless of
USsanctions, butthe sanctions can definitely harm everyone
around the world, itsaid.

The paper says many countries are thinking of ways to avoid
the sanctions, and are, in particular, making efforts to find
paymentoptions which donotrequire usingdollar.

The Hong Kong media went on to say China has several

alternatives to circumventsanctions, including using its own
currency, Yuan, intrade with Iran.

Italso predicted thatthrough Beijing's various strategies,
Chinacanimport500,000 barrelsaday ofIran's oil without
beingactually affected by US sanctions.
Thereportindicatedin 2019 the world will face more energy
challenges, withashortage 0f3,000,000to0 3,500,000 barrels
of oil,and sanctions againstIran can make the world economy
experience more problems.

Insuchacircumstance, even the United States, Russia
and Saudi Arabia cannotsolve the oil problem by more
production, itsaid.

Crude will touch above 100 dollars a barrel and Asian
economies, including major importers such as Indonesia,
Chinaand Indiawill face unprecedented challenges, itadded.

Iran not to sit for talks with unreliable, unrealistic

US, FM Zarifsays

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif says
Iran will not sit for talks with the USaslongasitseesno
reliability and realism on the otherside.“I'm notrulingout
the prospectoftalks provided the necessary conditions
fortalks,and thatisreliability,” Zarifsaid inresponse toa
question aboutthe possibility of bilateral talks between
Tehranand Washington.

He made the remarksin an exclusive interview with The
New Yorker, which was conductedin New York on Saturday
and published on Monday.“Reliability is different from
trust. Reliability is that when you sign somethingyou are
boundbyit,” the Iranian top diplomatnoted. He then cited
anold Latinidiom, Pacta sunt servanda, which means

“treaties shall be complied with”,and described itasthe
basis ofinternational relations.“Otherwise everything
will fallapart... We are waiting for some sense of realism,”
Zarifadded. Zarif further noted that the relationship
between Iran and Washington needs tobe based onsome
foundations,and the Irannuclear deal could be the one if
theUShadremainedinit.“Thatisahundred and fifty pages
long.It'snotatwo-page document,” Zarif said, sarcastically
referringto US President Donald Trump’s agreementwith
North Korean leader KimJong Un, at their June summit.
Backin May, Trump withdrew his country fromthe 2015
nuclear deal between Tehran and world powers, officially
known asthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
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Spokesman: Iran Seriously Pursuing

N [,

Iraniannation’s securityisour'redline':

N (7,

World knows Saudis support terrorists

~

Extradition of Ahwaz Attack'Terrorists

[ranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qassemiannounced thatthe country
isintalkswithinternationalbodies and several European statesto extradite those
behind the September 22 terroristattackin Ahwaz. "All foreign ministry-related
moves, including referring to the international bodies and some countries, to
extradite the culprits have been adopted. We are determined to pursue thisissue
veryseriously,' Qassemitoldreportersinapress conferencein Tehran.Henoted that
gatheringdocumentsonthe September 22 attacksand the culpritsbehind themis
stillunderway, expressing the hope thatother countries would show more serious
commitmenttoanti-terrorismefforts.Iranianauthorities summoned ambassadors
ofthe Netherlandsand Denmarkaswellas chargé d'affaires ofthe Britishembassyin
Tehranafterterroristswithlinkstothe European countries carried outattacks during
C military paradeinthe Southwestern city of Ahwaz on September 22.

J

IRGC’stopcommander

Asenior commander ofIran's Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) says the
missile strike againstthe positions of terrorists behind arecentattackin southwest
[ranwasaimed to showthatsecurity ofthe [raniannationisa "redline" for the IRGC.
RNA - “Wetookadvantage of both missilesand dronesin this operation to teach
enemiesalesson thatthey should not supportthese terroristgroups,” Brigadier
General Amir Ali Hajizadeh, the commander of the IRGC’s Aerospace Force.He
made theremarks onthe same day thatthe IRGCreleased astatementrevealingnew
details onits missile strike onterrorists’ positions.The statementsaid that the attack
targeted terroristpositions to the east of the river Euphrates, near Albu Kamal town
onSyria’s easternborder with Iraq.The operation, dubbed The Muharram Strike,
saw the IRGC’s Aerospace Force fire a total of “sixmedium-range ballistic missiles”

Qromwestern Iranattargets 570 kilometers (355 miles) away, it said. j

worldwide: Iranat UN

IranhashitoutatSaudiArabiaforitsfalse terror supportaccusations against
Tehran, sayingitisno secrettothe world thatthe Riyadh regime, itself,backs
terror groups worldwide as ex-US secretary of state, Hillary Clinton, once
confirmedinaleaked memo.

Abbas Golroo, Iran’srepresentative to the United Nations General Assembly,
delivered aspeechtothe Assemblyin condemnation of Saudi Foreign Minister
Adelal-Jubeir,whorecently tookthe podiumatthe samebodytolevel afresh
setofallegationsagainstthe IslamicRepublic.

Jubeir spoke of whathe called Iran’s “terroristactivities and aggressive
behavior” and claimed thatachieving peace in the Middle Eastrequired
“deterringlran’s expansionistand destructive policies.”Golroo dismissed the

KSaudi minister’s claimsas “strange and outlandish.” j
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