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Iran'foreign trade exceeds $24

billionin 5 months

Ministry of Industry, Mine,and Trade putthe valueoflIran's
foreigntradein the first five months of the current fiscal
(March 20-August21) at $24.6 billion.According to the
ministry, Iran's exportsand importsreached 52 million
tonsworth $24.60 billion during the five-month period.
The exportsaccounted for 38 million tons worth $10.9
billionand imports constituted 13.8 million tons worth
$13.7billion.Iran's trade with other countriesin the fifth
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month to August 21 reached 9.82 million tons worth F D
$5.37billion. Out of thisnumber, the share of exports lna‘HCIHg economlc Pecovel.y pLEnCR
hit7.781 million tons worth $2.162 billionand also the
ls)llla.re oflmpgrts r?HCh?d 2'4.1 mllllonto.ns. worth§2.875 Asthesocio-economicimpacts ofthe COVID19- Irantodivest

illion.Onthisbasis, Chinawith 2.195 million tonsworth : world’s] argest
$566 million, Iraq with 1.420 million tons worth $441 pandemicspreadacrossthelengthandbreadthof
million, UAEwith 1.324 milliontonsworth $338 million, Asiaandthe Pacific financeministriesarecontinuing gascondensate
Afghanistan with 514,000 tonsworth $158 million,and theirrelentlesseffortstoinjecttrillionsof dollarsfor l'eﬁnel'y
Turkeywith 226,000 tonsworth $108 million, are the five emergency healthresponsesandfiscal packages. The Irania}n
top export'destlnatlons thhe country duringthis period. Withconthuedloskdummmeastrosadrest st goverr.lment w.1ll
The mentioned countries account for 73% ofthe total T N N ) WA N AV soon dlYestparts of its
exportsoflraninterms of weightand more than 74%in : : sharesinthe Persian
terms of value.The top five exporters to Iranin the fifth By:  Armida GulfStar Oil Company
month to August 21 were Chinawith 335,000 tonsworth e o ) . (PGSCO) whichruns
$746million, UAEwith 390,000 tons worth $707 million, %JA” il'a' lhbs iah the world’s largest
Turkeywith 227,000 tons worth $297 million, India with ISH“.I n“ c LS]?n a:ar e d refinery  working
152,000 tons worth § 184 million, and Germany with N E w s to p 2019’ on natural gas
55,000 tonsworth$ 125million. R— economic condensate.
Exportsfrom Kermanshah mer et e
customsregisters 9% growth the past six is possible now that
Director General of Kermanshah Customs Administration months, countries in Asia authorities  have

said 2.23 million tons of goods have been exported
from the customs of Kermanshah province in the five
calendar months, showingannual growth 0f9%."Since
thebeginningofthe currentIranian calendaryear (March
20,2020),$902.14 million ofgoods atthe wight of 2.23
milliontonshavebeen exported abroad fromthe customs
of Kermanshah province; theamountshaveincreased by
9% intermsofweightand 1%intermsofvalue compared
tothe same periodlastyear," Khalil Heidarisaid."Above
$504 million worth of good, weighting 1.29 million tons
havebeen exported from Kermanshah's customs of Parviz
Khan, Khosraviand Paveh, registeringanincrease of 5%in
valueand 17%inweightcompared tothe same periodlast
year," headded.As Heidariinformed,atotal of 900 items
have been exported abroad thisyear from the borders
of Kermanshah province.“Other customs offices of the
country exported more than 944,000 tons of products,
valued at$397.27 million from borders of Kermanshah
province toabroad in the same period, registering 1%
dropintermsofweightand 3%decreaseintermsofvalue,”
he continued.

Iranianmotor-carindustry
blossoms out withdomestic

manufacturingofspare parts

[ranian motor-carindustry blossoms out with domestic
manufacturing of spare parts, sothatIranachieved self-
sufficiency inthe manufacturingindustry.Commander
ofthelranian Army's Ground Force Brigadier General
Kiumars Heidarisaid thatthe Army's industrial sector
contributestoself-sufficiencyindomesticmanufacturing
of spare parts.He said that Iran has made remarkable
advancesinthe manufacturingmotor-carspare partsand
isready tohelp the neighboring countries manufacture
motor-carsspareparts.Speakingtoreporters, Heidarisaid
thatinthe defenseindustries, Iranhasmadeachievements
in 23 fields,adding that we do not need foreignersin
thisregard.He added thatarmy ground forceshold joint
military drillsaimingto promote readiness of its forces.He
notedthatspecialarmsandtacticsareusedintheseevents.
Meanwhile, [ranian car manufacturingcompany SAIPAhas
produced 176,405 carssince thebeginning of the current

and the Pacifichave been
experiencing sharp drops
inforeign exchangeinflows
dueto declinesin export
earnings, remittances,
tourism and FDI. This is
worryingas policymakers
aretacklingdifficult choices
over how to prioritize
development spending,
while continuingto expand
theirsqueezed fiscal space.
The United Nations is
contributing  through
a global initiative on
Financingfor Development
inthe Eraof COVID-19 and
Beyond, co-convened by
Canada and Jamaica, to
articulateacomprehensive
financing strategy to
safeguard the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
Governments are united
together to ensure that
adequate financial
resources are available
to steer an inclusive,
sustainable and resilient
post-COVIDrecovery.Inthe
Asia-Pacificregion, several
countries have already
adopted financing plansin
three key areas. They aim
to address the challenge
of diminished fiscal space
and debt vulnerability;
to ensure sustainable
recovery, consistent with
the ambitions of the Paris
Agreementand the 2030
Agenda; and to harness
the potential of regional

The development arm
of the United Nations
in our region, the United
Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP)
has recently launched
its first-ever Regional
Conversation Series on
Building Back Better. We
are joining forces with
ministers, decision makers,
private sectors and heads
ofinternational agencies
to share collective insights
in sharing pathways to
resilient recovery from
ongoing health pandemic
and economiccollapse.

Toimprove the fiscal space
and manage high levels of
debt distress, a growing
call for extending the
debt moratorium under
global initiatives like the
DebtService Suspension
initiative (DSSI) is timely.
Central Banks can continue
tokeep thebalanceright of
supporting the economy
and maintaining financial
stability. This further
involves enhancing tax
reformsandimproving debt
management capacities,
while using limited fiscal
spacetoinvestin priority
sectors. Exploring

optionssuchasdebtswaps
for SDGinvestmentshould

beexplored further.

In addition to economic
considerations, the
policy paradigm and

financing architecture
for recovery plans must
mainstream affordable,
accessible and green
infrastructure standards,
while promoting social
equalityand environmental
sustainability principles
as enshrined in the Paris
Agreement. Aswescale up
theuse of digital technology
andinnovativeapplications,
the financing support of
micro,small and medium-
sized enterprises (MSMEs)
mustgohand inhand with
these national job-rich
recovery strategies.

The Regional Conversation
on Financing for
Developmenthighlighted
thatno country could take
thisagendaforward alone.
Regionally coordinated
financing policies can
restarttrade, reorganize
supply chainsandrevitalize
sustainabletourisminasafe
manner. Thankfully, several
countriesintheregionhave
valuable experiences to
share.

regional investment funds
inareassuchliquidity funds
forsustainability, funds for
resilience and travel funds
torelaunch oureconomies.
Strengthening regional
cooperation platforms to
ensure thatall countries
receive an equitable
number of doses of the
vaccine on short notice
to everyone everywhere
is particularly essential.
Without an end to the
pandemic, the economic
and social costs can’t be
contained.

Through ESCAP, we can
scale these effortsacross
the region, working
closely with our member
States, the private sector
and innovators to build
a collective financing
response to mobilize the
necessary  additional
resources. Together, we can
chartfinancing strategies
of Asia and the Pacific
which canenhance societal
well-beingand economic

resilience to future
pandemicsand crises.
*Armida Salsiah

Alisjahbanais the United
Nations Under-Secretary-
General and Executive
Secretary of the UN

agreed the company
can pay its foreign
exchangedebtsinthe
local currency, therial.
The head of Iran’s
FaraBourse (IFB), a
subsidiary market
of the Tehran Stock
Exchange, said
listing would take
place shortly after
initial paperwork is
concluded.

“A part of shares of
this company will
be offered in the
IFB market upon
completionofrequired
procedures for
admissionandlisting,’
said Amir Hamouni.
The state-run PGSCO
ownsthe Persian Gulf
Star Refinery whichis
responsible forover40
percentoflran’s total
gasoline production of
105 millionliters per
day.Italso produces
high-quality dieseland
jetfuel.

Since its launch
about seven years
ago, therefinery has
turned Iranfromanet
importer of gasoline
into anetexporter. [t
runs on natural gas
condensate supplied
from South Pars, the
world’s largest gas
field located in the

[ranianyear (started onMarch 20). e sustainability-oriented AcrossAsiaandthePacificc Economic and Social Persian Gulf.
The companyhasalsoreduced numberofassembled cars c.oope.ratlon in support of bonds and innovative governments must pool Commission forAsiaand IRNA said feedstock
duetoself-sufficiency inmanufacturing spare parts. financingfordevelopment. financing instruments financialresourcestocreate thePacific capacityintherefinery
hasreachednearlyhalf
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Harris Wouldn’t
Trust Trumpon
Pre-Election
Virus Vaccine
US Democratic vice
presidential nominee
Kamala Harris said in
comments released
Saturday that if a
coronavirus vaccine
is available before
November’s election,
she would not take
President Donald
Trump’s word on its
safetyand efficacy.
Trump faces intense
pressure to curb
the contagion that
has clouded his re-
election prospects,
sparking worries his
administration could
rushvaccineresearchto
fitapolitical timetable.
“I would not trust
Donald Trump and
it would have to be
a credible source of
information thattalks
aboutthe efficacy and
the reliability of (a
vaccine),” Harris told
CNN.

“Iwillnottake hisword
forit”
Ashotagainstthevirus
that has killed over
188,000inthe USand
hobbled the world’s
largest economy
has become another
flashpointahead ofthe
November3vote.

This weeknewsbroke
thatthe US Centers for
Disease Control and
Preventionasked states
tosweepawayredtape
that could prevent a
network of vaccine
distribution centers
being “fully operational
byNov1,2020”

The USFood and Drug
Administrationhasalso
raised the possibility
that a vaccine might
be given emergency
authorization before
theend oftrials.
Trump dangled the
possibilityin front of
supporterslastweekat
the Republican National
Convention saying the
US “will produce a
vaccine beforethe end
of the year, or maybe
even sooner”, AFP
reported.

However, Anthony
Fauci, the country’s
leading infectious
disease expert, said
Thursday that the
initial results of
vaccine trials could
comein“Novemberor
December”

Fauci told CNN that
beingreadyin October,
before the election,
is  “unlikely, not
impossible.”

USpressureon Iranaimed at
Zionistlobby: M P

Chairman ofthe Parliament National Security and Foreign
Policy Commission said that US presidentialnomineesare
tryingtowin supportofZionistlobbiesin election by putting

satisfying

pressureonthelIslamicRepublicofIran.

Abbas Moghtadaeisaid on Saturday thatcandidates for the
2020 US Presidential Election are making their utmosteffort
towinthe approval and supportofanti-Iranian and Zionist
lobbiesin the election by putting pressure on the Islamic

Republicoflran.

Turningto the US attempts for reinstatingand returning UN

the Americans.”

sanctionsagainstthe Islamic RepublicofIran, he said, “The
Islamic Republic of Iran has alwaysacted according to the
internationallawand western countries know thatIranhas
lived up to allits commitments under JCPOA and what the
Americansare claimingtodayisanobvious excessive demand.”
The Americans have practically withdrawn from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in May 2018 and
cannotclaimtousethe Dispute Resolution Mechanism (DRM)
againstlranaspredictedinthe deal, he said,adding, “The US
government’s claimswerenoteven heeded by theiralliesand
haveso farinsisted thatthey are notwillingto cooperate with

Elsewhereinhisremarks, Moghtadaeistated, “US President
Trumpistryingto use theseissuesasashocktowinthe

election and compensate his
backwardnessinhisopponent
attheupcomingpresidential
election.”

He pointed to the internal
situationinthe United States
and therole of the Zionists
in the domestic political
aatmosphere of the United
States and added, “Each of the
American partiesinthe electionis

tryingtouse theissue of opposition to Iranto make the Zionist

Iran to Continue Helping Syria Maintain Its

Territorial Integrity: UN Mission Spokesman

Iran’s UN mission spokesman reacted
to the US State Department’s call for the
withdrawal of Iran from Syria, saying

thatthe Islamic Republicwill continueits

supportforthe Arab country to maintain

its territorial integrity in the face of

foreign-backed terrorists.

"Iran'srolein Syriais
merely to help the

'&4/4}1

|$FAH [I|[} Syrianpeopleandtheir
government to fight

N E w s terrorismandrestore
NEWS stabilityand security,"
Alireza Miryousefitold

Newsweek on Saturday. “The
only effective mechanism for
Syria in the past nine years
hasbeen the Astana process,
whichincludesthe cooperation
between Iran, Syria, Russiaand
Turkey,"headded.Theremarks
cameaftertheUSinastatement
defended Washington’s policy
inSyriaamid heated criticisms,
with the State Department
calling for the withdrawal
of Iran, but not a Russian

withdrawal. The spokesperson
echoed the stances of Moscow
and Damascusin callingthe US
an"uninvited intruderinthe
regionandin Syria," accusing
it of having "done nothing
butincrease insecurity and
impose more sufferingonthe
Syrianpeople" by supporting
militantgroupsattemptingto
topple PresidentBashar Assad

and imposingsanctions."The added.

supported extremist groups
in Syria, from al-Nusra to
Ahrar al-Sham and other
terroristgroupsforyears,and
mostrecently,imposed new
sanctions, called 'Caesar’,on
thewar-weary Syrianpeople,”
Miryousefisaid."These acts
undermine the US' crocodile
tearsforthe Syrianpeople,”he

USanditsallieshaveopenly "Iran and Syria have been

strategic partners for more
than four decades and this
alliance has been the main
obstacleto foreignaggression
in the region,” Miryousefi
said."Iran proudly continuesits
helpforthe Syrian government
in order to maintain its
territorialintegrityand protect
its people from terrorist
groups.”

Those behind Blastin
Iran’s Natanz Nuclear
Site Identified

The spokesperson for the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran confirmed that the
security organizations have identified
the elementsbehind aJuly blastat Natanz
nuclear facility.

In comments atatelevised interview on
Sunday, Behrouz Kamalvandi said the

security organizations have detected the
cause ofthe July 2 incidentin Natanznuclear
siteandidentified the elementsbehind the
actofsabotage.

The security teams are conducting
investigation into the act of sabotage
and keep control of the situation, he said,
refusing to give more detailsas theissueis
stillunderinvestigation.
Kamalvandisaid in Augustthattheincident
atNatanznuclear facility had been caused

by ablastasanactofsabotage, adding,
“What is definite is that an explosion
occurred in Natanz (nuclear site), but
the security officials will announce at
anappropriate time how and with what
materialstheblasttook place and whatthe
detailsare.”

The AEOI said the accidenthad occurred
atanindustrial shed under constructionin
Natanz nuclear site, butitleftno casualties
and did notdisrupttheactivitiesatthe site.

Iran to Extend Range

of Air-Launched Cruise
Missiles

Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier
General Amir Hatamiunveiled plans
to extend the range of homegrown air-
launched cruise missilesbeyond 1,000
kilometers.

Inaninterview with Iran daily paper,
the defense minister highlighted the
country’s advances in the missile
industry, saying Iranian naval cruise
missiles are capable of hitting hostile
targetsatadistance of more than 1,000
kilometers.

While therange of anti-surface and naval
cruise missileshas surpassed 1,000 km,
the ground-launched cruise missiles can

travel asfaras 1,400 km,and therange of
theair-launched onesis goingto exceed
1,000 km too, the ministeradded.

He noted that Iran has developed a
fully homegrown missile industry and
manufactured various solid and liquid-
propellant missiles, although the range
ofthe projectiles has beenrestricted
to 2,000 kilometers considering the
country’sneedsand defense policies.
The Defense Ministry has focused efforts
toincrease the outputand boostthe
quality of various missiles with high
maneuverability to surprise the enemy’s
airdefense,headded, the government’s
websitereported.

Brigadier General Hatamialso noted
thatmore than 90 percent ofthe arms
demands are supplied domestically with

the help of 5,700 private companies,
including 655 knowledge-based firms.
Saying that the %10 dependence on
imports has no significantimpacton
Iran’s defense power, he noted that
termination of a UN arms embargo
on Iran will allow the country to work
with other countries.In August, General
Hatami expressed Iran’s readiness
to take any opportunity to work
with friendly countries to supply its
technologicaland arms demandsand to
sellits products.A UN embargo against
Iran on conventional arms is due to
expire on October 18 under the terms of
aresolutionthatblessed the Irannuclear
deal,signedinJuly 2015 and officially
known asthe Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA).

lobbyunderstand thatiftheywin, theywilloppose Iran,butthis
approachisnotveryuseful outside the United States.”

NEWS

Iran toovercome US
sanctions via'Club of
Sanctioned': M P

Anlranian parliament member said that the first
and foremostresultofforminga club of sanctioned
isthatitwouldbringthe UStoitskneesandreduce
the pressure ofthe sanctions to agreatextent.
Speakinginaninterview with Mehr News Agency,
Mohammad Reza Mirtajaldinimade some remarks
over establishing the Club of Sanctioned by some
countries for concerted action against the US
economicsanctions.

Referringto the factthatthe United Statesimpose
sanctions on any country thatdoes nothavea
goodrelationship with, he added, “Therefore
we can take some necessary actions to forma
club of sanctioned in Iran’s parliamentin order
toimproverelations between other sanctioned
countries.”

He wentonto assertthatthe firstand foremost
result of forminga club of sanctioned is thatit
would bringthe bullying UStoits knees.

Stating thatthe sanctioned countries can boost
economicties with each other and remove the
US dollar from their exchanges, the lawmaker
underlined, “Ifthe sanctioned countries eliminate
the dollar and substitute it with their local
currency, the pressure of the of the economic
sanctions willbereduced to a greatextent.”

Iran Army to Open 10 Special

Border Bases

Iran’s Army Ground Force commander unveiled
planstolaunch 10 special military basesalongthe
country’sborders.

Speaking to reporters on Sunday, Brigadier
General Kiomars Heidari said the Army Ground
Forcerequires military bases with special tactical
featuresinorderto carry outits missions properly
along the country’s western, southwestern,
northeasternand easternborders.

“Accordingto plans,avery good scheme hasbeen
introduced for the entire frontier,and 10 special
basesare planned to be constructed in the first
stage,”headded.

The commander noted that the first special
military base was inaugurated a few days ago,
and the nine remaining ones will come on stream
gradually.

Brigadier General Heidarialso pointed to plans to
holdjointand specialized war gamesregularly to
increase the Ground Force’s preparedness, saying
the exercisesinclude special tactics and weapons.
In November 2019, Chief of Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces Major General Mohammad Hossein
Bagerisaid the Army Ground Forceis prepared for
any possible combatmission.

“The Army’s Ground Force bears the responsibility
to defend the territory of the Islamic Republic
againstforeign threats,and given the vastness of
the country, theissue of mobility and firepower of
thisforceis crucial,” the top commander said.

Iran Dismisses Link

between UK Debt,
Zaghari’s Case

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokespersonrejected reports that
have drawnalinkbetween the debtthe UK owes to Tehran
from the non-delivery of Chieftain tanks ordered decades
agoand possiblerelease of Nazanin Zaghari,a dual Iranian-

British citizen jailed for espionage.

Inaninterview with IRIB, Saeed Khatibzadeh reacted to
thereports that the British officials have acknowledged
efforts to pay adebtto the Iranian government, deploring
attempts to link such acknowledgment to a possible
release of British dual national Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe,
whoisserving prisontermin Iran after being convicted of

espionage.

He said the UK governmentis definitely in debt to Iran for

thenon-delivery of Chieftain tanks ordered more than
40 yearsago “no matter whether a UK government
officialacknowledges the debtornot.”

Ms. Zagharihas served partofhersentencein Iranand
hasbeenevenreleased on parole, the spokesman said,
notingthather case has gone through ordinary judicial
procedures and is notany different from otherinmates.
His comments came after UK Defense Secretary Ben
Wallace for the firsttime acknowledged thathe is actively
seekingto payadebtto the [ranian governmentthat may
finally help to secure the release of Zaghari-Ratcliffe.
The UKis thoughtto owe as much as£400mto the Iranian
governmentarising from the non-delivery of Chieftain
tanks ordered by the formerregime of Iran before the 1979

Islamic Revolution.

Aninternational arbitrationin 2008 ruled the UK owed the
debt, butin subsequentprotracted courtbattles, lawyers
acting for International Military Services, the UK Ministry

o f

Defense’s now-

defunctarms sales agency, have questioned not
only the debt’s size, but at times whether any debt was
payable.




Expandingrelationsamongmembers of Silk Road necessary
[ranian Ambassadorto Chinasaid thatdespitethe outbreak of coronavirus, culturalrelations
betweenIranand Chinacontinuetoexpand.

Mohammad Keshavarzzadeh made the remarks on Saturday atthe opening ceremony of
thefifth cultural exhibition of the Colorful World in Beijing He expressed hope that Iranand
Chinawillexpand theirbilateralrelationsinvariousfields,including cultureand trade after the
containmentof COVID-19 Referringtothe Beltand Road Initiative, he noted that the Islamic Republic

of [ranseeksto expand tieswith the member countries of the planincluding China.He furtherreviewedIran's
cultural capabilitiesand invited the participantstovisitthe Iranian pavilionin the exhibition.
Referringtolran’sroletoconnecteasttothe west, Keshavarzzadehsaid, “Iranand Chinaare bothsignificant countries
andtheyare able to expand their collaborationin the energyandinfrastructure sectors aswellasland, seaand air
communications.”
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CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Maj Gen Kakar describes
the Indian defense
B minister'svisitto Tehranas
asignofindia'sintentionto
fulfillits commitments.
Indian Defense Minister
RajnathSinghinformedina
tweetonSaturdaythatheis
o onhiswayto Tehrantohold
ameetingwith hisIranian
counterpart.
"Leaving Moscow for

05:19:52 Tehran.Ishallbe meeting

Noon call to prayer: the Defense MinisterofIran,
I Brigadier General Amir

13:01:11 Hatamim" he tweeted.

Evening call to prayer:

19:37:40

WEATHER

High:35°c
Low:15°%

Asreported hewillarrive
in the [ranian capital on
Sunday.Onthesignificance
ofhisvisitto Iran, Indian
securityexpertandanalyst,
retired Major General
Harsha Kakar told Mehr
News agency, "Iran has
alwaysbeenagood friend
ofIndiadespite hiccupsdue
toUSsanctions."

Iranian motor-car industryblossoms out with

domestic manufacturing of spare parts

Taking alook at five diverse ecological regions

of Iran

Environmental features play a significantroleinaland's

biodiversity and richness, based on which, Iran shares five

ecological zones with specific flora from the lowest to the

highest.

By: Faranak Bakhtiari

Thegreatdifference between the twolatitudes
ofthe north and south of the country and the
existence of different plains, altitudes, and
climates have givenavery diverse view to the
vastland sothatavariety of vegetationand plant
speciesare grownacrossit. Here, five ecological
regionsoflranarebrieflyintroducedbelow.
Hyrcanian or Caspian ecological zone

The Hyrcanianecological zone coversthe green
belt, the southern margin of the Caspian Sea,
andthenorthernprofile ofthe Alborzmountain
range. The forested areas of the region stretch
to 2.4 million hectares covering Astarain Gilan
provinceto Glidaghiin Golestan province.
Dueto soil fertility, temperature changes, and
numerousrainfalls, thisecological areaisrich
inplantspecies, so thatmore than 80 species
ofbroadleaftrees, 4 species of conifers,and 50
species of shrubs have beenidentified so far,
mostofwhicharebeech,hornbeam, oak, maple,
andalder.
Theforestsofthisregion,asanintactand healthy
generation, formabeltofdeciduoustreesofthe
third geological period. These forests, which
are called wet or Caspian forests, have high
environmental and economicvalues, whichare
consideredasworldnaturalheritage.
[ran-Turaniecologicalzone
Theareaofforestsinthe Iran-Turaniecological
region, which coversmostofthe central plateau of
Iran,is4,666,941 hectares.Based ontopographic
andaltitude conditions, thisregionisdividedinto
twomountainousregionswithacold climateand
adesertwithahotanddryclimate.

Although the climatic conditions of the region
have caused the dispersaland distance of trees,
duetoitsvastness,avariety of plant species
constituting 69 percentofthetotal floraoflranis
locatedinthisarea.

The main species of the mountainousregion
are Persian turpentine, almond, and juniper
and the main species of the plainregion are
genus Tamarix, Haloxylon, Zygophyllum, and
Calligonum.

Arasbaranecologicalzone

The forests of thisregion, which are amongthe
semi-humid forests ofthe country,arelocated in
theprovince of East Azerbaijanand northwestof
Ardabil province, which covers 174,838 hectares.
Arasbaran forests have been protected by
UNESCOsince 1976 as one of the biosphere
reserves due to their rare and unique plant
speciesandrichbiodiversity. Avariety of plant
speciesisaspecial feature ofthisvegetationarea;
asover 775 plantspecieshavebeenidentified in
theprotectedareaalone, 55 of whichhavebeen
reported forthefirsttimeinIran.

Thereare many forestspeciesinthe Hyrcanian
vegetationarea. However, the main species of
beechandalderhave notgrownin Arasbaran,
whichhas caused thisareatobe separated from
theHyrcanianecologicalareainthe divisions.
Themainfloraspeciesofthe Arasbaranregion
are water oak, white oak, commonhornbeam,
Englishyew,and maple.

Zagrosecologicalzone

Somesourcesdate theZagros oakforeststo 5,500
years.The creationand expansion ofthese forests
areduetorainfallraised by the Mediterranean
systemand the Black Sea, which extends fromthe
Sardashtarea of West Azarbaijan to Firoozabad
city of Farsprovince coveringanareaof5,440,494
hectares.

Oneofthecriteriafor determining the border
of this area is its dominant plant species,
Quercuspersica. Buttheareaalso grows main
species of Persian turpentine, almond, Acer
monspessulanum,and wild pear.
Twoimportantfunctions of Zagros oak forests
are water and soil protection, which are of
undeniableimportance duetothe predominant
arid and semi-arid climate in the country, as
any kind of conservation and rehabilitation
investment is justified. Zagros forests are
consideredasprotected forestsduetoitslimited
growth.

Asia-Pacific countries pledge bold, innovative
action forfood security, livelihoods

Innovation, solidarity, coherence and strong partnershipamong

and within countries of Asia and the Pacificare required for the

regiontorebound from the damage caused by COVID19-and the

ongoing effects of chronicundernourishment.

Thatwasacallmadebymorethan40 member
countries of the Food and Agriculture
Organizationofthe United Nations concluding
afour-dayregional conference. About 750
participants,including representatives of
the private sectorand civilsociety, pledged to
worktotransformfood systems, makingthem
more sustainable, productive andresilient,
and to feed ahungry world in away thatis
profitable for farmers yet produces healthy
foodthatisaccessibletoall.

"To transform food systems for sustainable
healthy diets we must have coherence,
partnershipsand solidarity to reduce the
costs of production,” FAO Director-General
QU Dongyusaid onthe final day ofthe 35th
Regional Conference for Asiaand the Pacific,
hosted by the Governmentof Bhutan.

"Big data, a digital economy and mobile
technology will help producers achieve
that." Today, mobile technologyisleading
innovation"andasmartphoneinthehandsof
asmallholder farmerishis newfarmingtool,"
theDirector-Generaladded.

Briefingthe participants ofthe conference on
theachievements thatthe Islamic Republic
oflranhassecuredintheagriculture sector,
Mr.Kazem Khavazi, the Iranian Minister for
Agriculture Jahad highlighted thatfactthat
"I[ranhas followed adaptive strategies such
aschangingthe cultivating season, changing
cultivars, usingnewtechnologies, transferring
cultivation from outdoortoindoor, limiting
the cultivation of some crops suchasrice
insome geographical areas, increasing the
volume of annually stored water through
watershed management operations, soil
erosion control,and alsoincrease of forage
production.”

"However, tacklingthese problemsrequires
theuseofinternationalandregionalscientific
capacities.Ihope this meeting will take the
necessary stepsinthisdirection,” thelranian
Minister for AgricultureJahadadded.

The Conferencealsolearned moreaboutthe
establishmentofaFAO Office of Innovation
andthe creation ofanInternational Platform
for Digital Food and Agriculture.

The Conference heard that agricultural
innovation can reduce back-breaking
drudgery,and thatfood chainsin the Asia-
Pacificregion are increasingly benefitting
fromtechnologicalinnovationsuchasdrones,
satelliteimagery,bigdataand block chains.
"Leveraging data,innovationand technology
hasshown that, herein Asiaand the Pacific,
we have brilliant minds, scientistsand an
entrepreneurial spiritthatwilllead usthrough
the challenges presented by COVID-19 and
help us conquer malnutritionand poverty,"
the Director-General said.

The Conference held a special session
dedicated to the application of new
technologyand innovationinagriculture,
which arewooingbackyoungpeopleand
empoweringwomeninthesector,according
toparticipants.Itwasagreed thatnewand
innovative food and agricultural policies,
processes,investmentandlearningcould get
theregionbackontracktoachieve Sustainable
Development Goal 2 (ending hunger and
promotingsustainableagriculture) by 2030.
COVID-19underscorestheneed toredouble
effortstoend hungerand poverty

The Asia-Pacificregionishometomorethan
halfofthe world'sundernourished people,
andwiththeimpactsof COVID-19thenumber
ofhungrypeoplein Southern Asiacouldrise
bynearlyathirdto330millioninthenextten
years.

The participantsheard how FAO'srecently
launched COVID-19 Responseand Recovery
Programme, would help countries mitigate
theimmediateimpacts ofthe pandemicwhile
build backbetter;acceleratingglobalhunger-
fightingeffortsthroughafocusoninnovation.
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