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Iran, Turkey discuss ways
topromote bilateral trade;

Iranian official

Turkey joint chamber of commerce Mehrdad
Sa'adat Dehqan announced thatdespite the
coronavirus outbreak, Iran's exports to Turkey
haveincreased.

Speakingto ILNA news agency, the Iranian official
said that fortunately, after the reopening of the
bordersbetween Iran and Turkey, mutual trade
resumed and isnow proceedingrapidly.
“Traderelations between the two countries
areincreasing because we are in high-quality
negotiations with Turkey, whichishoped tobe
fruitful”

“Turkeyisalsoverykeen to cooperateandinvest
inlran,” headded.

In arelevant development in April, Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani and his Turkish
counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdoganinaphone
conversationunderlined thatthe traderelations
between the two countries should continue
similar to the pastamid the anti-coronavirus
battle.

Referring to the resumption of Turkish flights
toIran, Mehrdad Sa'adat Dehqanadded “These
flights mustbe resumed as soon as possible and
wehopeitwilltake placeona certaindate.”
Iran's trade with Turkey totaled $1.07 billion
duringJanuary-June to register a decrease of
72.54% compared with the firsthalfof2019, data
released by Turkish.

Followingthe outbreak of coronavirus thatforced
the shutdown ofalmostall Iranian borders, some
88% ofthe country’s crossings have reopened
for trade exchanges and passenger traffic, says
Mojtaba Mousavian, deputy head of Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran.

Allroads go to Irannow
Ashortlookatthe Asian mainroads show that
thelocationandrole ofIranis onkeyimportance,
thus further efforts mustbe made to develop the
corridorsand prepareinfrastructures ofland, sea,
and air transport.

The speciallocation of the country has made
expansion of international transportation a
maininterestfor the Ministry of Roads and Urban
Developmentinthe pastsevenyears.

The presentreporttriesto castabrieflookatthe
roleIranin Asian network oftransportation.
Iranisapartofnumerous Asian highways: AH1,
AH3,AH70,AH71,AH72,AH75,A78,and AH82.
Theseroadseither passthrough or cometoIran.
The above-mentioned highways are each a
partofadifferentcorridor and have aunique
role. Some even connectIran to Central Asia -
Kyrgyzstan- Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Iran
(KTAI) Corridor and North-South Corridor.
Chabahar Porthasakeyroleinthelatter,because
itisonly 950 km away from Afghanistanand 1,827
kmaway from Sarakhs on the Iranian border with
Turkmenistan.

North-South Corridor

KTAIwas officially inaugurated in mid-August
2020 with exportingteaand car tires from Iran
to Uzbekistan. Theroad also helpsthe security of
Iran’s easternneighboraswell.

KTAI Corridor

Transitthrough the KTAI Corridorisdonebased
on TIR Convention, which startedin 1959 and
wasreplacedin 1975.58 countriesareamember
ofthe convention now, which allows them to
transportgoods more quickly through easing
the customs laws, which considerably reduces
the costsand time of transport. Iranhasbeena
membersince 22 May 1984.
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Beijing will remain as aleading trading partner
of Tehran: Chinese Ambassador to Iran

Inanote entitled "China's New Development

Model and Opportunities for the Global

Economy", Chinese Ambassador to Iran Chang

Huanoted the deep and lasting friendship

between the two nations stressing Beijing

continuestomaintainits positionas Tehran's

firsttrading partner.

NEWS

In an exclusive
note he stated:
While we faced
the invasion of
coronavirus,
development in
Chinaandtherest

ofthe world has faced new
conditionsand entered anew
era.

A few days ago, Chinese
President Xi Jinping made
an important speech
about China's economic
development and open
economic approach to the
outsideworld

In his speech, he explicitly
pointed out that China is
creating a new model for
therealization of economic
developmentwith the focus
onChina'sdomesticeconomic
cycleand theinteraction of
domesticand foreigncyclesin
the economicfield toachieve
anewmodel ofdevelopment;
In this context, China, while
raisingthelevel ofeconomic

opennesstotheoutsideworld,
will createanewstructure of
free economy with a higher
levelthanbefore.
Declaringofthisimportant
policy sends the message to
the world that while facing
coronavirus invasion and
global economicdownturn,
the process of opening the
gates of China's economy
to the world has not been
blocked, butthese gatesare
becoming more and more
open.

By deepening the domestic
reform process, relying on
lower tariffs, minimizing
negativelists, creatingmore
market access, enacting
more clear marketrules,and

providingamore attractive
business environment for
Chinatoestablish.

The friendship between the
people of Chinaand Iranis
deep and lasting, and our
Iranian friends are also
concerned about economic
and social developmentin
China, soIwould like tomake
somepointsinthisregard:
First, creatinganewmodel
of development by China
has been an inevitable
choice based on facts and
history. The world today is
experiencing great and
unprecedented conditions
and developments that the
outbreakofthe coronavirus
hasaccelerated these changes

anddevelopments.
Chinaattracted hundreds of
thousandsofglobal customers
in June with Canton Fair
virtual exhibition,showcasing
about 1.8 million export
products; Inearly September,
Chinawillhostatradeservices
fair with more than 140
international organizations,
foreignagencieslocated in
China, and active business
associationsandinstitutions.
The new model of
developmentin Chinawillalso
provide wider opportunities
forall countriesinthe world.
Inthis way, China's gates to
the outside world willnotbe
closed,butitwillbemoreand
moreopen.

Pakistan keen on highest
level of trade with Iran:
Pakistani Advisor

Pakistan’s Advisor to the Prime Minister on
Commerce and [nvestment announcing his
participationin the upcoming 9th meeting of
[ran-Pakistan Joint Trade Committee, tobe held
inTehran, saysthat Pakistanis determined totake
traderelationswith Irantothehighestlevel.

Abdul Razak Dawood a senior politician and
awell known business personality made the
remarks during an exclusive interview with
IRNA on Saturday.After the formation of the
incumbent government of Pakistan, he was
appointedasPrimeMinister ImranKhan’s Advisor
onCommerceand Investment.Hehasservedas
Minister of Commerce in the cabinet of former
Pakistani military ruler Pervez Musharraffrom
1999t02002.InMay 2019, heand Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan paid atwo-day visittoIran,

duringwhichhe metwith Minister of Industryand
TradeRezaRahmani.

TheAdvisortothe Prime Ministerhostedthelran’s
Minister of Industryand Trade and delegation
inlslamabad in mid-Julylastyear, and the two
countriesheld detailed talkson deepeningtrade
andeconomicrelationsinthe8throundoftheJoint
Trade Committee.

**Tehran hosts Iran-Pakistan Joint Trade
Committeemeeting

AbdulRazakDawood duringtheinterviewsaidhe
islookingforwardtonextIran-Pakistanjointtrade
Committee meetingand hopefullyitwouldbeheld
inthefirstweek of October.“YesI willrepresent
Pakistaninthenextjointtrade committee meeting
inTehran,”henoted.

He said we have many ideas to enhance trade
with Iran which we will discuss when the next
jointtrade committee meeting willbe held.He
addedthatatthe conclusionofthe8thJointTrade
Committeehostedbylslamabad wesignedanMoU
toenhancebilateral trade addingthat Pakistanis

willingtoexportmorericetolran.
**Pakistan'sseeks developmentof maritimetrade
withIran

Abdul Razak Dawood said Pakistan wants to
exportrice toIranthrough searoutes which
wouldhelpinboostingthe tradebetweenthe two
countries."Weare prepared to export morerice,
however Iran wants these shipments by trucks
butwe wantto ship the commodity by seaso this
isgoingtobe one oftheagendas duringthe next
trademeeting,”hesaid."How canweincreasethe
quantumofrice, justby shippingthroughtrucksit
isdifficultrather we would ship 50,000 tonnes by
sea, heviewed.Theadvisoradded obviouslythere
isissueof paymentbetween Iranand Pakistan, so
[hopethatwhatever wehaveachieved uptonow
wewillbeabletofurtherenhanceitafterthenext
jointmeeting.‘We haveideastosolve the payment
issueandwewanttodiscussthemwithourIranian
friendsbecause the way the situationisnowthe
quantumoftradeislimitedand Ipersonally don’t
wanttolimitit,” said the Advisor.
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The death rate at work in the
countryis 5.5 percent, whichis
twice less than the global and
Asianrates, said deputy minister
of labor and social welfare.
Talking to IRNA on Friday, Hatam
Shakaramisaid that protecting
the workforce means ensuring
the safety of working conditions
in a way that maintains the
health of the workforce.Surge
in production and promoting
productivity in workplaces
will not be materialized in the
absence of efficient and healthy
workforce, he said, noting thatall

____News |
Deaths at workin Iran halfthe global

the existing capacities were used
toprepare the workenvironment
forahealthyactivityand achieve
the goals of the firms.The latest
statistics show that the average
accidentrate leading to deaths
in workplaces in the world is
about11% per 100,000 workers,
13%in Asiaand 3% in Europe,
5% inthe United States, 5.5% in
Australiaand 17% in Africa, he
said, notingthatthe figureinIran
is 5.5 percent, thatis to say the
conditioninIranisbetter than
thosein Africaand Asia,aswell as
globalaverage.
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What's News

Tehran-
Madrid
weeklyflights

underway

The direct flights
between the
Iranian and Spanish
capitalsresumed on
September 2, after
17 years, and are
currently underway
onaweeklybasis.
Mohammadreza
Karimiyan, the deputy
head of the airport
operation at Imam
Khomeini Airport
Company,announced
the resumption of
weekly flights of Iran
Air between Tehran
and Madrid thisweek,
saying, "Following a
series of measures by
the Iranian Embassy
in Spain and through
the coordination with
the Civil Aviation
Organization,and the
Airlines ofthe Islamic
Republicoflran (Iran
Air),aswellas Spanish
domesticinstitutions,
thelicenseforordinary
flightsofIranAironthe
Tehran-Madridroute,
was received,” IKAC
newsreported.
“Accordingly, the
flightswillbe operated
on Wednesdays each
week”
Theflights will depart
from Imam Khomeini
International Airport
at09:50 a.m. and the
returnflightwillleave
Madrid on the same
dayat15:30localtime.
Karimiyan  noted
that currently, many
flights operate from
Imam Khomeini
International
Airportto European
cities including
London, Moscow,
Paris, Amsterdam,
Milan, Vienna and
Manchester
Passengersarriving
by air must provide
negative COVID-19
testresultsin English
to gain entry to Iran
their PCR tests for the
coronavirusmusthave
been conducted not
more than 72 hours
before boarding, he
added.

Based onastatement
by IranAir, passengers
with Visa C (tourist
visa) will not be
allowed to take the
flighttillfurthernotice.
The countryhasbeen
trying to resume its
international flights
after the coronavirus
pandemic hit the
sector since early
2020.
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UK’s Wallace Says Actively
Seekingto Pay Debt Owed to
Iranover Old Defense Deal

UK Defense Secretary Ben Wallace for the first time
acknowledged thatheisactively seekingto payadebtto the
Iranian governmentoveradecades-longarmsdeal.
Theadmission cameinaletterto thelawyersacting for British-
Iranian national Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, who is serving a
five-yearsentenceinIranforespionage.

Wallacesaid Londonis seekingwaysto pay offthe debtto Tehran,
whichisestimated tobeasmuchas£400 million arising from

thennon-delivery oftanks ordered by Iran's ousted monarch
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, The Guardianreported.

International Military Services (IMS),asubsidiary ofthe British
Ministry of Defense, signed contractsin 1971 tosellmore than
1,750 Chieftain tanksand armored vehicles to Iran. The deals
were cancelled afterthe Shah wasdeposedinthe 1979 Islamic
Revolution, butlranhadalready paid for theundelivered tanks
anddemandeditsmoneyback.
Aninternationalarbitrationin 2008 ruled the UK owed thedebt,
butithasnotyetpaid up.
“Withregard to IMS Ltd and the outstandinglegal dispute
the governmentacknowledges thereisadebttobe paid and
continuesto exploreeverylegalavenue forthelawful discharge

ofthatdebt,” Wallace wrote.

“I have previously stated my
personal position and I
remain committed to its
resolution, butitwould not
be appropriate for me to
commentfurtheratthistime,”
headded.

Before becoming defense
secretary, Wallace had been
sharply critical of the British
government’s delayinsettlingits debt,
describingitas “un-British, double-dealingand obfuscatory”.
Britain hasrepeatedly refrained from paying the debt, citing

illegal sanctionsimposed by the United StatesonIran.

=zm  Latest Report Proves Iran’s Goodwill
in Interaction with IA EA: Envoy

Turkish expert
criticizes EU's
double Standard
toward Islam
Deniz Caner believes
that Europe which
accepts humanrights
and is very sensitive
about anti-Semitism,
isnotable to prevent
theuglyattacksagainst
Muslimsand Islam.
During an illegal
gathering on August
28, supportersofright-
wing Danish politician
Rasmus Paludan, who
leads the anti-Islamic
group Tight Direction
(Stram Kurs),burneda
copy of Holy Qur’anin
the southern Swedish
city ofMalmo.

On Tuesday,
(September 1), French
Magazine Charlie
Hebdo republished
offensive cartoons of
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon Him)
onthe eve of the trial
ofsuspectsinadeadly
attack on the paper’s
office five years ago.
In January 2015, two
terroristsattacked the
magazine’s offices in
Paris, killing 12 people,
many of whomworked
forthepublication. The
attack, condemned by
Muslims across the
world, was allegedly
a response to the
magazine’s offensive
cartoon ofthe Prophet
ofIslam (PBUH) afew
yearsearlier.
Anti-Muslim moves
have beenontherise
across Europeinrecent
years.Muslimleadersin
Europeandaround the
world have reiterated
their  unequivocal
condemnation of the
anti-Muslimacts.
Moreover, the rise of
far-rightideologyand
the propagation ofanti-
immigration policies
have exacerbated the
status of religious
minorities in Europe
particularly Muslims.
To shed light on the
issue,wereached outto
Turkishresearcherand
expertDenizCaner.
"Although the
Swedish authorities
did not allow the
demonstration  of
provocation against
the Quranandimposed
anentrybanontheso-
called politician, on
August 28, far-right
street painter Dan
Parkand Danishracist
politician = Rasmus
Paludan had been in
Malmé for two weeks
and also made many
attempts to provoke
Muslims," Canersaid.

Iran’s permanentrepresentative to the

Vienna-based international organizations

said thelatestreportbythe International

AtomicEnergy Agency (IAEA) envisages

‘positive and constructive’ prospects for

bilateral cooperation.

“In terms of content,
thereporthasexplicitly
portrayedaclearimage
N E w s ofthe currentstatus of
NEWS (bilateral) cooperation
_HEE  andenvisaged positive
and  constructive
prospectsinrelationsbetween

Iranand the agency,” Kazem

i
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Gharibabaditold reporterson
Friday.

The Iranian official said
it was expected that an
overwhelming majority ofthe
[AEAmember statesand the
Board of Governorsapprove of
the constructive nature of the
relationship between Tehran
andtheagency.
ThelAEAreportpointed toa
tripbytheagency’s chiefRafael
Grossito Tehran on August 24
and 25andhistalkswithsenior
Iranian officials, whichled to
theissuance ofajointstatement
aimed at strengthening
cooperation and building

of the agency implement it
independently, impartially
and professionally to take a
fundamental step toward the
settlement of two or three
safeguardsissues.

InitsquarterlyreportonFriday,
thelAEAsaid Iranhas granted
theagency'sinspectorsaccess
tooneofthetwositesitagreed
last week for verification
purposes.Itaddedthatthe IAEA
inspected the sitesand took
environmental samplesthere
while theagency'sinspectors
would visitthe othersite "later
inSeptember 2020 onadate
alreadyagreed withIran, totake

more confidence, the Iranian €nvironmentalsamples.”

diplomatsaid. On June 19, the Board of
“Basedonthereport,theagency Governorspassedaresolution,
hasbeengrantedaccesstoone PutforwardbyBritain, France
ofthetwodemandedsitesand 2nd Germany - the three
theaccesstothesecondsitehas European  signatories - to

been planned for this month,” the landmark 2015 nuclear
Gharibabadisaid. agreement, officiallyknownas

He emphasized that Iran theJointComprehensivePlan
has proved its goodwill in ©fAction (JCPOA), topush for
interaction with the JAEA inspectionsoftwo sitesthat
and expects that the Board of thetrio claims mayhave been

Governorsand othermembers used forundeclared nuclear
activitiesintheearly2000s.

Itwasthelsraeliregime’sspy
service thatfirstcame up with
theallegationsofsuchactivityat
thetwosites.Iranhas, however,
strictlyrejected theallegations.
Inaseparatereportissued on
Friday, the [AEA said Iran's
stockoflow-enriched uranium
(LEU) rose by 534 kilograms
in the most recent quarter,
roughly the sameamountasin
the previous three months, to
2,105.4kilograms.
TheJCPOAseta300-kilogram
limit, whichis the equivalent
of 202.8 kilograms, for
uranium enrichment but
Iran had announced that
itwould nolongerrespectit
after Washington unilaterally
abandoned the agreement
inMay 2018 and re-imposed
cripplingsanctions.
Inresponseto Washingtonand
itsunilateralmove, Tehranhas
sofarrowedbackonitsnuclear
commitments five times in
compliancewithArticles26and
36 0ftheJCPOA, but stressed
thatitsretaliatory measures
will bereversible as soon as
Europe finds practical ways to

shieldthemutualtradefromthe
USsanctions.
Asafirststep,Iranincreasedits
enriched uranium stockpile to
beyond the 300 kilograms.

In the second step, Tehran
began enriching uranium to
purity ratesbeyond the JCPOA
limitof3.76 percent.

In the third phase, after the
Europeans failed to meet
a 60-day deadline to meet
Iran’s demands and fulfill
their commitmentsunderthe
deal, Iranstarted up advanced
centrifuges to boost the
country'sstockpile ofenriched
uranium and activated 20
IR-4and 20 IR-6 centrifuges
forresearchand development
purposes.InNovember2019,
Iranbeganinjecting gasinto
centrifuges at the Fordow
plantaspartofits fourth step
away fromthe]JCPOAunderthe
supervisionofthe IAEA.

The Iranian government in
January issued a statement
announcing its decision to
take the fifth and final step in
reducing its commitments
underthe]CPOA.

NetanyahuSecretly Agreed to
USF-35 Saleto UAE before

OpposingIt: Report

Before publicly opposing the sale ofadvanced
weapons to the United Arab Emirates by the US
last month, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuhadsecretly agreed tothearmsdeal
amid anormalization push with Abu Dhabi, a
reportsaid.In August, the White Houseannounced

aso-called "peace deal"betweenIsraeland the
UAE, with the two agreeing to establish official
diplomaticrelationsand cooperate oneconomic
and security initiatives.Afterinitial reports that
[sraelhad agreed tothe sale ofadvanced weapon
systemsto the UAE, including F-35 fighter jets,
Netanyahuwas quickto stress thathis cabinet
will "always" work with Washington to preserve
whathedescribed as “Israelimilitary superiority
intheregion”UAE officialshad hoped thatafter

normalizing relations with Israel, their new
allieswould notbe concerned about Abu Dhabi's
military capabilities. Top Emiratidiplomat Anwar
Gargashtold the Atlantic Councillast month that
acquiringthe F-35jetswasa"legitimate" move by
AbuDhabi"Thisissomethingonthetable. Wehave
legitimate requeststhatarethere. We oughttoget
them...Nowthewholeideaof,youknow, thestate
ofbelligerency or war with Israel willnolonger
exist,solthinkitshouldbe...easier;" Gargashsaid.

NEWS

Iranoutlines details of Swiss top

diplomat'svisitto Iran

TheIranian Foreign Ministry spokesman has elaborated
ontheitineraryofignazio Cassis, the head of Switzerland's
Federal Departmentof Foreign Affairs (FDFA), duringhis
triptolran.

Saeed Khatibzadeh’s explanation came inresponse to
questionsraisedbyreportersonthe programsofthetop Swiss
diplomatduringhisvisittoIran.

“Asalreadyplanned, the Swiss foreign minister willarrivein
[ran Saturday morning. First, hewillmakeashortvisitto[the
central [ranian city of] Isfahan,” said the spokesman.

“After his shortstop inIsfahan, the official programs of the
Swissforeignministerbeginin TehranasofSunday,"headded.
The spokesman said the most significant event during
the Swiss official’s Iran visitwill be ameetingmarking the
100thanniversary of the startofrelations between the two
countries.

Khatibzadeh said the top Swiss diplomatis tositdown with
the Iranian president, foreign minister and some other
rankingofficials on Sundayand Monday.
Thespokesmanalsotoucheduponthekeytopicontheagenda
ofthetalks duringthe Swissforeignminister’strip.

He said Ignazio will exchange views with Iranian officials
on issues of mutual interest at bilateral, regional and
internationallevelsaswell asissuesrelated to the Swiss
financial channel.

“Asannounced before, two transactions have taken place
so far viathe Swiss financial channel. The first one was
conducted in February 2020 on atrial basis. And backin
June, thefirstofficial transaction was conducted through this
channel,”hesaid.

“Bothtransactionsincluded thetransfer ofmedicationsusing
[ranian financialresources in Switzerland,” the spokesman
added.

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman appreciated and
welcomed efforts by Switzerland in following up on this
financial channel.
“Duetosomedestructivemovesmadebythe USwithregards
tothisfinancial channel, we have serious doubts aboutthe
United States’intentions,” he noted.

“Ofcourse, itis clear thateverything conducted sofar through
this financial channelhasbeen done with Iranianassetsin
Switzerland,”headded.

“Wewelcomeany move thatwould see this channel getrid of
the US pressure and ease the shipment of commodities and
medicinesbyusinglran’sassetsinothercountries,"headded.
“Thistripwillbean opportunityto exchange viewsbetween
the two countries to further activate the Swiss financial
channeland examine possible ways of settlingproblems,”he
added.Thespokesmanalso elaborated onthe makeup ofthe
Swissforeignminister’sentourage.

“Some Swiss parliamentary officials willbeaccompanying
him, too, during thisvisit. Ameetinghasbeen scheduled for
himattheranianparliament,’added the spokesman.
Healsoelaborated on Tehran-Bernrelations, saying, “Iran
and Switzerland have always had forward-moving and
progressiveties.”

“Duringthenucleartalks several rounds of which wereheld
in Geneva, the Swiss governmenthosted the negotiations
wellingood faith,”he said.“The two countries have always
maintained their relations even in tough times,” the
spokesmanadded.

Iranunderlines supportto
Afghanistan process

TheIranian Embassyin Kabul, InastatementonSaturday,announced
Tehran's supporttothe Republicof Afghanistanandits constitution.
"Iran'sprincipled policy towards Afghanistanisbased onsupporting
the achievements of the countryin the last two decades, and
accordingly, the Islamic Republic of Iran strongly backs holding
presidential electionsin Afghanistan," the embassy said.
"Aftertheelections, Irandiditsbesttoresolveissuesamongpolitical
rivalsandestablishacommonunderstandingamongthem,"itadded.
AnIranian delegation, headed by Ebrahim Taherianfard, the
representative of the Iranian Foreign Ministry, traveled to
Afghanistanon Thursday.

Referringto the trip, the embassynoted thatthe trip comes while
Afghanpeacetalksareunderway. The delegationheld meetings with
senior Afghan officials, including the Afghan President, the former
president, theactingminister of foreignaffairs, the national security

adviser,and some other prominentpolitical figures of the Islamic
Republicof Afghanistan.
"Inallthese meetings, the unity among the Afghan political
forcesto protectthe named achievementsand to protectthe
fundamental rights of the people of this countryas well as the
effectiveand peaceful coexistenceamongtheminthe future were
emphasized."
[ran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Abbas Araghchi
hadalsomadeatrip to Afghanistaninmid-July tofollowup onthe
agreementsalreadyreached duringameetingto TehranbyActing
Foreign Minister of Afghanistan Hanif Atmar, especially tofinalize
thetextofacomprehensive cooperationdocumentbetweenthetwo
countries.Speakingatameetingonthe ‘Prospectoflran-Afghanistan
Ties; Challenges and Opportunities’, held in Kabul, Aragchisaid
various Afghan groups, suchasthe Taliban, should take partin the
processof peacein Afghanistan.
“The Talibanareareality in Afghanistan,and the peace negotiations
should be held within the frameworkofthis country’s Constitution
and governmentinacalmand peacefulatmosphere,”headded.

The
deputy minister also

emphasized that Iran would by no means interfere in
theinternal affairs of Afghanistan, saying the Afghan nation and
governmentshould makethe final decisionabouttheir fate.




Iranians’ Participationin Arbaeen Procession This Year Off

Table: President

President Hassan Rouhani announced the cancellation of [ranians’ participation in this
year’s Arbaeen processionin Iraq due to the outbreak ofthe coronavirus.Inremarksata
Saturdaymeetingofthe Coronavirus Fight National Headquarters, Rouhanisaid no pilgrim
wouldtraveltoIraqthisyear for themourningrituals marking Arbaeen-thereligious gathering

incommemoration of the third Shiite Imam (AS).The presidentsaid the coronavirussituationin
IraqismuchworsethanthatinIran with only one monthbefore Arbaeen.Itisalsoimpossible to controlahuge

20000 Rials

gatheringofpilgrimsinterms ofhealthprotocols, he noted.Afew daysago, Deputy Interior Minister for Security Affairs

HosseinZolfagarisaid Baghdadhasdecided tobarall foreign pilgrims fromvisitingIraq for thisyear’s Arbaeen season
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inthewake ofthe pandemic.Eachyear, millions of Shiitesflocktothelragicity of Karbala, where theholy shrine of Imam
Hussein (AS)islocated, to performmourningrites 40 daysafter Ashura.
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Pakistan keen on highestlevel of trade
with Iran: Pakistani Advisor

UN ChiefWarns of Famine Riskin 4 Countries

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned thatthere
isariskof famine and widespread food insecurity in four

countries affected by conflict — Congo, Yemen, northeast
Nigeriaand South Sudan — and thelives of millions of people
areindanger.

Inanoteto Security Councilmembersobtained
by AP on Friday, the UN chief said the four
countriesrank “amongthelargestfood crisesin
theworld,”accordingtothe 2020 Global Report
onFood Crisesandrecentfood securityanalyses.
Butfundingtohelpisverylow, hesaid.
“Actionisneeded now,” Guterressaid. “Having
endured years ofarmed conflictand related
violence, the people ofthe DemocraticRepublic
ofthe Congo, Yemen, northeast Nigeriaand
South Sudan are again facing the specter of
heightened food insecurity and potentially
famine.”

The UN chiefsaid keyindicators “are similarly
deteriorating” inanumber of other conflict-hit
countriesincluding Somalia, Burkina Fasoand
Afghanistan.

“Thesituation varies from country to country,
but civilians are being killed, injured and
displaced; livelihoods are destroyed; and
availability ofand accesstofood disrupted,amid
growing fragility,” Guterres said. “Atthe same
time, humanitarian operations are attacked,
delayed or obstructed from deliveringlife-
savingassistance.”

He said food insecurity in conflict-affected
countries “is now further exacerbated by
natural disasters,economicshocksand public
health crises, all compounded by the COVID-19
pandemic.”"UN humanitarian chief Mark
Lowcocksaidinaninterview with AP thatthe
economicfalloutfromthe pandemicincluding
lockdowns, border closures and restrictions
onmovementhaveallhad “abigeffectonfood
securityand agricultural productivity.”

And extremists have taken the opportunity “to
makehay outofallthis,”hesaid.
“Everybodyisverypreoccupied by COVID and
thevirus,” Lowcocksaid. But“itisnotthe virus
that’s creatingmost ofthe carnage. Itis other
things,and we need to focus on the things that

willreally cause the biggestloss oflife.”
Lowcock said many of those things are
consequences of COVID-19 __the economic
contraction, the decliningavailability ofbasic
publicservices, “the insecurity into which
extremistgroupsare occupyingthemselves.”
Hesaid alotofefforthas goneinto thingslike
providing personal protective equipment,
publicinformation campaigns on the virus,
waterand sanitation campaigns, “all of which
aregood things.”

“Butifyoudo thoseatthe expense of basic
humanitarian needsin these badly affected
places,whatyouendupwithisnotareductionin
lossoflifebutanincreaseinlossoflife,’ Lowcock
said.

He said having four countries meet the
requirement in a 2018 Security Council
resolutiontoreporttothe councilwhentherisk
ofconflict-induced famineand widespread food
insecurity occursishighlysignificant.
According to the secretary-general’s note,
escalatingviolenceinvolatile eastern Congo “is
againdrivingdisastrouslevelsoffoodinsecurity
and hunger;” and the latestanalysis “indicates
thatover21 millionpeoplearein crisis orworse
levelsofacute foodinsecurity””

With only 22% ofthe UN humanitarianappeal
currentlyfunded, Guterressaid, “core programs
willneedtobereduced orsuspended.”
InYemen, where the international community
mobilized to prevent famine twoyearsago, he
said, “theriskisslowlyreturning.” Escalating
conflictand economicdeclinebroughtthe Arab
world’spoorestnationtothebrinkoffaminetwo
yearsago,and similar conditionsand worsening
keyindicatorsare emergingtoday, he said.
Arecentsurveyindicated that3.2 million people
insomeareasarenow “highly food insecure,”
andfood pricesare 140% higherthanaverages
before the conflictbeganin 2015, Guterres
said. “But with only 24% of humanitarian
requirements fundedin 2020, agencies are
now forced toreduceorclose core programs.”
InnortheastNigeria's Borno, Adamawa and
Yobe states, he said, “alarminglevels of food
insecurity and hungerhavearisenlargelyasa
resultoftheactions” ofextremistsaffiliated with
armed groups.

JCPOA, turningpointin Iran's-42year-old

diplomacy

Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, basis of foreign policy of

the Islamic Republic of Iran hasbeen constructive interaction

onmutual respect with legitimate governments across the

world; and the July 2015 nuclear dealisa turning pointinIran's

diplomacy during the pastfourdecades.

[raniandiplomacy overthe past42yearshad ups
and downs; meanwhile, signingthe nuclear deal
formally knownastheJoint Comprehensive Plan
ofAction (JCPOA) duringthe earlyyears oftaking
office by theincumbent governmentis the most
importantachievementgained by diplomacy.
Iran could reach thelandmarkagreement with
the Western powers after years of efforts and
intensivetalks.

However, the US government under Donald
Trumpleftthe international dealin May, 2018,
and embarked on creating major obstacles
toimplementation of the JCPOA by the other
signatoriestotheJCPOA.

Insistence of other signatories of the deal on
preserving the JCPOA provesimportance ofthe
landmarkdiplomaticachievement.
DespitetheUSrenegadetothenuclearagreement,
the Europeansinsistonkeepingthe JCPOAalive
becauseitcanbringbigadvantagestothem.
Also,inrecentweeks, the Europeans viavoting
againstthe USanti-Iranresolutionindicated their
resolvetosave the dealand stand up tothe White
House'sunjustdemands.

Inthelatestmeasure, the 16thmeeting oftheJoint
Commission of the JCPOA washeldin Vienna,
Austria, on September 1 while the participants
reaffirmed commitmenttoimplementation of
thedeal.

Afterthe]Joint Commission meeting ofthe JCPOA,
astatementwasissued stressing that the US
cannotstartreimposingsanctionslifted by the UN
Security Council Resolution 2231.

The UN Security Council Resolution2231(2015)
urges fullimplementation of the JCPOA on the
timetablesetbythe contextofthe Agreementand
setsforththe nextstepsforthe eventual removal
ofSecurity Council sanctionsonIran.

The JCPOAis partofthe Resolution 2231, so

the USisresponsibletoimplementitaccording
to the Security Council Resolution and the UN
Charter, Iran's Ambassador and Permanent
Representative tothe United Nations Majid Takht
Ravanchitold IRNAinmid-August.

Despiteall those disagreementsand criticism
the USrenegade, Washington still insists on
continuingitsanti-Iranactionsasithassaid
will activate trigger mechanismand reimpose
sanctions.

Abdou Abarry, Niger's UN ambassador who
chairs the Security Council for September; has
recently said thathis opinionabout"snapback"
mechanismhasnotchanged.

TheUS,as Abarryhasreaffirmed, hasnoauthority
tostartthe snapbackmechanism.

Far from Russiaand Chinawhich have strongly
opposedtothe USmeasures, other members of
the UNSChave stressed disagreementtoinvoke
thesnapbackclause oftheJCPOA.
Thedisagreementsare duetoIslamicRepublic's
rightpolicies on establishment of peace and
sustainable security worldwide based on the
International Law.

Travel of [ranian PresidentHassan Rouhanitoltaly
andFrancein]anuary2016wasanhistorical event
tookplacejustfewmonthsaftersigningthe]CPOA.
During Rouhani's visits to European countries,
over 30 documents onagreement were signed,
theywereunprecedented and widelybroadcast
byworldmedia.

Tofollowitssuccessful policy,Iran presented two
importantproposalstothe United Nationsin2013
and 2019toaddtoitsglobal credibility.
ThelranianPresidentHassan Rouhaniaddressing
the 74th UNGA session on September 25,2019,
presented Hormuz Peace Endeavor HOPE
initiative, callingfor collective cooperation ofthe
Persian Gulf coastal states to safeguard peace
inthe Persian Gulf, Sea of Oman and the Strait
of Hormuz.Rouhani called foraworld without
nuclearweaponsinthe UNmeetingin2013.
Although the United States could create some
problems for implementation of the JCPOA,
thelandmarkJCPOA is still alive due toIran's
constructive talks with Europeansand non-
Europeanstokeepitsafe.
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