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More Working Days at Mehran

BorderTerminal

Following negotiationsbetween Iranianand Iraqi
officials, business daysat Mehran border terminal
hasincreased from two to four days a week, says
Rouhollah Latifi, the spokesperson of the [slamic
Republicoflran Customs Administration.

Tuesday ,September 1, 2020, No. 584

Mehran border crossing in Ilam Province of
Iran, which was only operating on Sundays and
Wednesdays, willnow be open on Mondays and
Tuesdaysaswell.

Atotal of 250 Iraqi truckers enter the terminal
daily to transportIran’sexportsto the neighboring
country,accordingtothe IRICA spokesman.

The border terminal was closed for nearly four
months followingthe outbreak of coronavirus.
Shalamcheh border crossing in the southern
Khuzestan Province isnow operating ontwo daysa
weekand Khosraviborderinthe western province
of Kermanshahis open 24 /7 since two weeks ago.
Chazzabehborder terminal in Khuzestan Province
isstill closed, Latifiwas quoted as saying by IRNA.
Asforlran's crossings into the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region, namely Parvizkhan, Bashmaq and
Tamarchin, they have been open all along the
coronaviruslockdown.

Latestdatareleased by IRICA showIraqwasIran's
second biggestexportdestination during the first
fivemonths ofthe currentfiscal year (March 20-Aug.
21) with 7.8 million tonsworth $2.4 billion.
Afterthespread ofthe new coronavirus, Iraq closed
allitsborder crossings with Iranand trade between
thetwo countries wasrestricted toborder crossings
withthe Kurdishregion.

About 8.1 million tons of goods worth $3.8 billion
were exported toand from Iran to Iraq through the
Iraqi Kurdistan Regionin the last fiscal year that
ended on March 19,according to the spokesman of
thelIslamicRepublicofIran Customs Administration.
The exportsaccountfor42% ofIran’s total exports
tolraqintermsofvalueand forover 31%interms of
tonnage duringthe period underreview.
Parvizkhanborder crossinghad a share of more
than 3 million tons worth $1.4 billion, followed by
Bashmaq with $1.12 billion and Tamarchinborder
crossingwith $754 million.

Iran exported 25.68 million tons of goods worth
$8.99 billion to Iraq in the last fiscal year (March
2019-20).

Iran’s Exports to Iraqon Rise:
Official

Asenior member ofthe Iran-IraqJoint Chamber
of Commerce announced thatthe value of [ranian
exportstoIraqduringa period of five months from
Marchto Auguststood at2.4 billiondollars.

Hamid Hosseini, whoisin charge of coordinating
trade between Iranand Iraq, said, "The average
Iranian exportsto Iraqreached about 500 million
dollarsamonth, while the exportprocessis growing
steadily”.

Headded, "Allborder crossings have beenreopened
between the two countries”, noting that, "about
3,000 trucks transportIranian goods to Iraq daily,
about 1500 of which head to Kurdistan, while nearly
1500 enter through the ports of southernIraq,”
ShafagNewsreported.

Hosseinistressed thatIranian gas exportstoIraq
havealsoimproved andare being exported at their
maximum capacity.

Official figures published on Saturday by Iran’s
customs office (IRICA) showed thatexportstoIraqin
thefifth Iranian calendar month of Mordad (July22-
August21) hadreached $441 millioninvalue terms,
making the country only second to Chinain thelist
of I[ran’s main exportdestinations over the monthly
period.
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Banks Welcome Fintechs' Fee
Proposal

Contrary to authorized payment

companies,bankshave welcomed Iran’s

Fintech Association'sproposed feesystem

for online paymentinwhich aggregators

and service providers coverthe network

fees,which currentlyarepaid by banks.

NEWS

IS realbeneficiaries

of the market.

Theproposalwas
madebyagroup
of fintech firms
that consider
themselves the

Theysay costsoftransactions
shouldbe paidbyaggregators
and PSPsratherthanbanks.

This will “help improve
competitivenessand enhance
the quality of payment
services.” The measure is
anattemptto helpimprove
competitiveness in the
payment market. As such,
banksreceivingand making
payments pay the bulkoffees
because whena paymentis
made withabank card, the
bankreceiving the payment
hasto pay afee to the bank
whose card hasbeen used.
This is over and above the
amount banks pay as rent
and support fees for each
POSdeviceto PSPs.Besides,
aportion ofthe paymentfee,
500rials,is paid to companies
in charge of maintaining
the payment network.The
proposal was presented in
ameeting at the CBl in the

N_—

presence of officials from
banks, payment companies
andnetworkoperators.

Way2pay, a well-known
media coveringthe domestic
payment industry news,
has interviewed bankers
and experts from PSP
companiesaboutthe viability
of the proposed system.
Majority of PSP companies
expressed disinterest
in the proposed system.
Mehdi Anousheh, an official
with Parsian E-Commerce
Company, claims that the
model hasfailed toprovidea
comprehensive solution that
coverstheinterestofallsides.
Currently, many e-payment
companies pay a part of
the fees they receive from
banks to major acceptors,
such as online shops.
Banks, unsurprisingly, have
welcomed theassociation's
move inthatbanksare not
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obligedto coverthefees.Itis
estimated thatelimination of
online payment fees would
cutbanks'annual expenses
by 16%. Paymenttransaction
costsaccountforalmost60%
ofthetotalfees paid by banks.
MoveintheRightDirection
AlirezaLagzaei,vicepresident
of Bank Mellat, says the plan
coversasmall portion ofthe
market, but "is a positive
beginning to correct the
problematicsystem.”
Mohammad Sadeghi,
ENBank'sdeputyforIT affairs,
expressed strongsupportfor
the plan, as it would boost
transparency in the market
andhelp cutcosts of payment
transactionfrombanks.Some
bankerssaynewmechanisms
should consider charging
cardholdersformakinglarger
paymenttransactions. Unlike
rulesin mostcountries, debit
card holdersinIranarenot

chargedfore-paymentwhen
buying goods and services.
Thedecision (nottopay) was
madeyearsagowhenthe CBI
started promotingdebitcards.
However, expertsnow insist
feesarenecessarybecause
one cannotuseaservice for
free.TheysaypeopleinIran
usually have abad habitand
expectother organizations
tofoottheirbill. The proposal
also calls on the CBI to
stop setting fixed fees on
transactions  processed
through online gateways,
so that market players can
negotiate feesbased onneeds
and quality of service. Experts
say the CBl after years has
finally found the courage to
setthingsstraightand rewrite
the paymentfee system. After
all,itisthetopbodyincharge
ofthebankingand payment
systemsand should makethe
finaldecision.

TPOI chief:
EAEU agreement, a
testfordoingtrade

exchanges with world
Head of Trade Promotion Organization
of Iran (TPOI) said thatan agreement
inked between Iran and Eurasian
Trade Union (EAEU) is a test to
prepareinfrastructures for doing trade
exchangeswith the outside world.
Iran-EAEU agreement caused Iran
to identify infrastructures of trade
exchangesand plantoremove problems

facing ahead, said Hamid Zadboum
on Sunday. Turning to the process of
cooperationwith EAEU, hereiterated, “in
addition to the current members, other
countries, including Uzbekistan, are in
talkstojointhe Union,and others,suchas
Singapore, Vietnam and Iran, only intend
tosign Free Trade Agreement (FTA) or
carry outeconomicexchanges.”

According to him, membership inan
economic union such as Eurasia
requires customs and economic
integration to create aunion in terms
ofvisas and business cards, whichis
time-consuming.Elsewhere in his

items.”

Regardingthe problems for expansion of
tradetieswith EAEU, he stated, “Logistics
isone of the problems thatshould be
takeninto serious consideration for
business exchanges, because, we cannot
increasetrade butuse the same old and
traditional system.”

remarks, Zadboum pointed to Iran-EAEU
Agreementand said, “Iran’sagreement
with EAEU s currently temporary. In this
agreement,anumber ofitems have been
listed butas the firstyear ofagreement
ends, negotiations for free trade will
begin which will cover awiderrange of
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Seyyed Hamid Hosseini, a
member oftheboard of directors
ofthelran-IraqJoint Chamber of
Commerce hasannounced that
Iran'snon-oil exportstoIraqis
increasingand onapositivetrack.
According to him, about 3,000
trucksare carryinglraniangoods
tolraqonadailybasis.

About 1,500 trucks go to Iraq
throughthebordersofKordestan
province,and about 1,500 other
ones go to Iraq through other
southernbordersthatare open
on Sundays and Wednesdays,
Hosseini said.He referred to
the figures of [ran's exports to

Non-oil exports to Iraq on positive track

Iragand explained inthelast5
months, $2.406 billion worth of
Iranian goods were exported to
Iraqindicatingthatthe average
exportofgoodstolraqwasabout
$500 million per month.The
Iraniantrade official also pointed
to the exportofgastolraqand
said Iran's gas exportlevel has
gotpromotedand the productis
exportedtolraqwith full capacity.
Accordingto previousreports,
Iran exported $9 billion worth
of goods to Iraq last year that
ended on March 19 makingIraq
itstop destination among the
neighboringstates.

%Jjg;u

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Iran'sTrade
‘With China Hit
$8.6bin Seven
Months, Down
40%YO0Y

Iran’s commercial
exchangeswithitsbiggest
tradingpartner; China, hit
$8.66billion fromJanuary
toJulytoregistera40.9%
decline compared with
the correspondingperiod
0f2019.

According to data
provided by the General
Administration of

Customs ofthe People’s
Republicof China, Iran’s
exportsto Chinastoodat
$3.54 billion during the
period under review,
indicatinga 61.5%year-
on-yeardrop.

Inreturn, Chinaexported
$5.13 billion worth of
commodities to Iran to
register a 6.3% YOY
decrease.

Bilateral trade in June
stood at $1.28 billion.
Iran’s exports to China
accounted for $403.51
million ofthe sum while
importsstoodat$876.13
million.

Iran's trade with China
in2019 stoodat$23.02
billiontoregisteradecline
of 34.3% compared
to 2018. It exported
$13.43 billion worth of
commodities to China
last year, 36.3% less
compared to the year
before.Inreturn, China
exported $9.59 billion
worth of goods to Iran,
down31.2%YOY.
ThedeclineinIran-China
trade is mainly due to
the outbreak of the new
coronavirus, butthe two
sidesaretakingmeasures
to boost their trade
turnoverbacktoits pre-
coronaviruslevels.
25-Year Strategic
Partnership

The Iranian Cabinet
approved the final draft
of a 25-year roadmap
for Iran-China strategic
relationsearlierinjune.
The primary purpose
ofthe planistopromote
bilateral strategic
cooperationatregional
andinternationallevels
usingawin-winapproach.
"This plan prepares
the ground for Iran-
China collaboration
in key projects and
infrastructural
development,including
the great Belt and
Road Initiative. It is an
opportunity to attract
investmentin different
economic sectors such
as industries, tourism,
information technology
and communications,"
President Hassan
RouhanisaidonJune 22.
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'Club of
Sanctioned'
toforce US
liftcruel
sanctions:
MP

An Iranian
Parliament
member stressed,
"The wunity of
the sanctioned
countries in the
framework of the
Club of Sanctioned
will definitely
make the US come
to the conclusion

of lifting the
sanctions against
the countries."

Speaking in an
interview with
Mehr News
Agency, Abbas
Goodarzi made
someremarks over
establishing the
Club of Sanctioned
countries for
concerted action
against the
usS economic
sanctions, stressing
that forming the
Club of Sanctioned
isthe beststrategy
to protect the
country against
economic, political,
security, social and
cultural impacts
of the sanctions
againstthe country.
Considering the
Club of Sanctioned
as a strategic tool
to counter against
the cruel sanctions
ofthe United States
and its allies,
the lawmaker
explained,
“The unity of
the sanctioned
countries will
definitely make
the US come to
the conclusion
of lifting the
sanctions against
the countries
because if the US
does not lift the
sanctions, the
number of member
countries in the
Club of Sanctioned
willincreaseand a
strong frontagainst
the United States
will be created
which will be lead
to the US' own
detriment."
“Today, it is a
necessity that we
move  through
uniting with our
alliesto create new
channels in the
field of economic
trade  through
establishing the
Club of Sanctioned”,
headded.

Iran’s Zarif Blasts US
Disregardfor‘Non-Use
of Force’ Principle amid
Protests

Iran’s Foreign Minister MohammadJavad Zarifslammed the US
governmentfor continuingtouselethal forceagainstprotesters
inPortland, Oregon.

"All options onthe table’haslongbeen astaple of US foreign
policy. Itsimply means thelaw of the jungle: disregard fora
fundamental principle of int'llaw: Non-Use of Force. Now, the

Vaezirefutes US sanctions threat, says

Trumpregimeisusingthe samethreatagainst Americans. A
wake-up call? God willing,” Zarif said in aposton his Twitter
accounton Sunday.

Itcameafter USacting Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf
told ABCearlieronSundaythat“all options continuetobe onthe
table” toresolve whathe called “violent” protestsin Portland,
includingsendingin federallaw enforcementassistance.
Portland hasbeen the scene ofangry protests againstpolice
injustice and racial discrimination since May, when George
Floyd,ablack American, waskilled by awhite police officerin
Minnesota.

Tensions in the city intensified in July after the Trump
administration deployed federal agentsto crackdown onthe

US desperate attempts doomed

Presidential Office chief of staffMahmoud
Vaezirefuted US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo on Monday for threatening Iran

with sanctions, saying that the US open

threatto sanctions are in total disregard

ofthe International Law and settinga

dangerous precedentby challengingthe
UN Security Council.

US Administration
under the influence
of an extremist group
andtheZionistregime
makes some decisions
NEWS whichare quiteillegal

and illogicalindicating

SR
thatthey donothave

U
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are conducting desperate

X Rl
has no right to invoke

implementedagainstIran".

protests.

On Saturday, one person was
killed after clashes broke out
between Black Lives Matter
protestersand supporters of
Trump, whoisblamed fora
riseinracism.

The New York Timesreported
that supporters of Trump and
counter-protesters engaged in
skirmishesonthe streets, with people

shooting paintball guns from the beds of pickup
trucksand protestersthrowingobjectsbackatthem.

NEWS

Leader: Iran Qwes Securityto Air
Defense Preparedness

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei commended the Iranian Air Defense forces for
their contributiontonational security.

Head of the military office of Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Brigadier General Mohammad Shirazi, had
atelephone conversation with Commander of Iran’s Air
Defense Brigadier General Alireza Sabahi Fard on Monday
torelayamessage from Ayatollah Khamenei.
“Sendmyregardstothevigilantpersonnel of the country’s
AirDefense. The country owesits security to Air Defense’
preparedness and wakefulness. Our pious people are
grateful foryourunwaveringefforts. Beappreciative of this,”
the Leadertold the Air Defense unitsinthe message, passed
onbyGeneral Shirazi.

Inremarks in September 2017, Ayatollah Khamenei
highlighted the leadingrole thatthe Air Defense playsin
safeguardinglran, callingforeffortstounleashthe potential
ofthe country’syoungtalentsand developinnovative plans
inthisfield.

sense of commitment to
the outstanding basics of
International Law, Vazeisaid.
He said that using trigger
mechanism is inside the
nuclear deal, adding that US
Administrationin anillogical
act pulled out of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
anditis clearthatthe country
will be nolonger able to the
JCPOAmechanisms.

US officials are now aware of

their mistake of withdrawal
from Iran nuclear deal and

and unlawful movesto cover
up their mistakeAfter their
withdrawal, they tested
this approach several times
and faced unprecedented
objectionsintheinternational
community, Vaezinoted.

Elsewhere in his remarks,
he described US unilateral
policiesas paving the way for
itsisolation, sayingthatthe US
claimsleadership ofthe world,
but,isnowisolated, proving
legal nature of Iran's code of
conduct.The USAdministration

snapback clause of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
sothattheywerenotsuccessful
with the UN Security Council
bid to do so.US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo claimed
that Washington delivered a
letter to the UN for snapback
invocationagainstIrantobring
backsanctionsin30days.

Referring to the process of
restoration of sanctions
againstIran, Pompeo added
that "we are confident that
thetrigger mechanismwillbe

Thisiswhile, France, Germany
and the United Kingdom (E3)
announcedinastatementthat
they willnotsupportthe USin
snapbackinvocation against
[ranwhichisincompatiblewith
the collective effortstosupport
Irannuclear deal.Meanwhile,
Iran's Permanent Mission to
the United Nations said in a
statementthatUS objectiveisto
destroy UNSCR2231andIran
nucleardeal, adding thatthe
UNSConceagainindicated the
USisolation.

France Slams UK's
'Intransigent' Approach

to Brexit

Talks between Britain and the
European Union on a final settlement
for the UK's departure from the bloc
are not progressing due to London's
"intransigentand frankly unrealistic"
approach, French Foreign Minister Jean-

Yves Le Drian charged on Monday.Both
sidesare pushingtohaveadealinplace by
the end of a post-Brexit transition period
whichendsonDecember31,buttalksare
failingto make headway."Negotiationsare
notadvancing duetotheintransigentand
frankly unrealisticattitude of the United
Kingdom," Le Drian said ina speech to
Frenchambassadorsin Europe,alongside
German counterpart Heiko Maas, AFP

reported.His downbeastassessment
isthelatestinasuccession of negative
comments by top figures within the EU
aboutthe progress oftalks.EU's chief
negotiator Michel Barnier said Friday at
the close ofthe seventhround of trade
talks thata deal waslooking unlikely,
with discussions stuck on key issues
including fishing rights and competition
rules.

Iran signs major
judicial agreements on
extradition of prisoners:

Minister

Iran’s Minister of Justice Ali-Reza
Avayi told IRNA on Monday that the
Government reached major judicial
agreements with foreign countries which
led to extradition of 2,988 Iranian and
foreign prisoners over the pastseven
years.

Iranhassigned 84 judicial agreements

with other countries, 32 of which have
beensigned under President Hassan
Rouhani, Avayi said.

He added thatin the pastone-and-a-
half-year, 307 Iranian convicts have been
returned home from other countriesand
806 prisoners have been extradited to
their countries.

The cause of many of the Iranians kept
in prisons of other countries was their
ignorance of the the laws of the host
country and for example they took
medicineswith themselvesthathad been
illegal there, he said, adding thatnowthat

the coronavirus outbreak has provided
alegal ground, Iranis trying to extradite
more convicts.

Avayi also said that prisons in some
countries have bad conditions, butthe
Iranian prisons, despite problems,
provide better services, health, and
education.

The minister of Justice said thatsome
peoplereprimand Iran saying thatthe
country’s prisons are more like hotels,
saying thatthe convicts have slipped
and committed crimes; they are not
supposed to be tormented.

China Urges Franceto Help
ProtectJCPOA ahead of Joint

Commission

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called on France to work with
Beijingtosafeguardthe 2015 nucleardealbetween Tehranand world
powers, officiallyknownas the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).Intalks with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian,
Wangsaid thatupholding multilateralismis the biggest consensus
reached duringhistripto Europe,accordingtothe Chinese People's
Daily Online.“Under such circumstances, Chinaand France, as
majorresponsible countries, should actively promoteand practice
multilateralism,” the Chinese daily quoted Wangas saying.

Accordingto the daily, the Chinese foreign minister made a four-
pointproposal for Chinaand France“First, Chinaand Franceneed to
adheretothe conceptofmultilateralism....Second, bothsidesshould
takemultilateralactions.... Third, Chinaand France should abide by

multilateralagreements. Unilateralism, includingirresponsible
withdrawal from international organizations orviolation of
internationalagreements,isunpopular. Chinaand France should
strengthen coordinationand cooperationoninternationalaffairs,
andsafeguard major outcomesofinternationalagreementsand
multilateral diplomacy, such as the Iran nuclear deal. Fourth,
thetwo sides should strengthen multilateral institutions. The
United Nationsisthe mostimportantplatform forsupportingand
practicingmultilateralism,and the two sides should supportthe
United Nationsinplayingitsdue centralroleininternationalaffairs,”
the ChineseDaily said. WangmadetheremarksinaSaturday meeting
with his French counterpartin Paris,amid heightened tensions
betweenthe USand otherpartiestotheJCPOA. Chinaand France both
aresignatoriestothelrannucleardeal.
Ameeting of JCPOA will take placein Vienna on September 1. The
JointCommissionwillbe chaired onbehalfof EU High Representative
JosepBorrellby EEAS Secretary General Helga Maria Schmid.
Themeetingwillbeattended by representativesofIran, China, Russia,
France, Germany, Russia,and the UK.

Airdefense atforefrontof

confrontingenemies: cmdr.
Commander of Army Air Defense Force Brigadier General
Alireza Sabahifard said thatIran's Air Defenseisat the
forefront of confronting the enemiesaccordingto the
guidelinesofthe Leader ofthe IslamicRevolution.

"Air defense hasbeen formed around formore than 100
yearsand theneed forair defense was feltafter the use of
aircraftin WorldWar," Sabahifard saidinalive TV program
onMondaymorningwhile pointingto therole ofthearmy
airdefenseinthesecurity of countries.

"Iran's Air Defenseis at the forefront of confronting the
enemiesaccordingto the guidelines ofthe Leader of the
IslamicRevolution," headded.

Referringto the significantimprovementsinair defense
afterthevictoryoftheIslamicRevolution, Sabahifardsaid,
“Inrecentyears, airdefensehashad morethan 100 percent
prosperity,innovationand progress despite the sanctions,
pressureandthreats.”

“Today, radar and reconnaissance systems are able, in
additiontomonitoringIran'sskies, to trackeven enemies
and theiractivitiesin theregionand beyond the country's
borders,” headded, saying, “These radars have been
produced with the cooperation and jointwork of the Air
Defense Force, the Ministry of Defense and specialized
scientificcenters.”

Hewentontosay, “Inthe filed of conflict system, we can
useair defense systems suchas Talash, 15- Khordad,and
Mersadinlowand mediumaltitudeand Bavar-373inhigh
altitude”

“These systems are made domesticallyand canmatch the
latestequipmentinthe world andinsome casesare even
moreadvanced thanthem,” Sabahifard said.Healsonoted
thatthearmyairdefense observestheskyoftheregionand
alltheactivitieswell.“Enemy planes attempted to invade
[ran'sskiesseveral timesbuttheyencountered astrongair
defensebarrier;”headd.Sabahifard called Iran's progress
inthefield of electronicwarfare very significant, saying,
"Today, our defense systemshavebeen checked indifficult
andreal conditionsandareready for operation."

As
partofanillegal push,

the United States is trying to invoke the snapback
mechanismin the JCPOA despite its withdrawal in May 2018 in
violation of UN Security Council Resolution 2231 thatendorsesthe
nucleardeal.
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Vaezirefutes US

Iranhails Abe after hisresignation

[ran praised the outgoingJapanese prime minister for his valuable contribution to
the promotion of Tehran-Tokyo ties after Abe Shinzo resignation.Iranian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs praised the outgoingJapanese prime minister for his valuable
contributionto the promotion of Tehran-Tokyo ties after Abe Shinzoresigned because
ofpoorhealth.Inastatementon Friday, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh
commented onthe Japanese prime minister’sresignation, saying Mr. Abe Shinzo provided

valuable assistance for development ofthe friendlyand historical relations between the twonations
duringbothofhistermsin office.“The IslamicRepublicof Iranstressesitsresolve toreinforceitsrelations with

20000 Rials

Japanand appreciates Mr. Abe’sattention to ties between the two countries,” the spokesman said, wishing

uesday ,September 1, 2020,

healthand successfor Abe Shinzo.Abeannounced on Friday he wasresigningbecause of poor health, endinga
tenureas]apan’slongest-serving prime ministerinwhichhe soughttorevive economy.
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sanctions threat, e
says US desperate
attempts doomed Pakistan warns

B againstrising
EAEU agreement, Islamophobiain

. Europe
atestfordoing . .
Pakistan warning

trade exchanges against a new wave of
with world Islamophobiain Europe

Non-oil exports to
Iraqonpositive

track

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

has strongly condemned
0 the recent incidents of
desecration of Holy Quran
in Sweden and Norway.
In a statement, Foreign
a Ministry spokesperson

Zahid Hafeez Chaudhry
said that Pakistan strongly
condemns the recent
incidents of desecration

05:14:59 :

of Holy Quran in Malmo,
Noon call to prayer: Sweden and  Oslo,
13:03:11 Norway.“The rise of such

Evening call to prayer:

19:45:38

WEATHER

High:32°c
Low: 14 °c

Islamophobicoccurrences
goes against the spirit of
any religion. Freedom
of speech can't justify
religious hatred,” he said.
The spokesperson further
stated ensuringrespectfor
religiousbeliefs of othersis
acollectiveresponsibility
andisabsolutely critical for
global peace & prosperity.

Leader: Iran Owes Security to Air
Defense Preparedness

Commodities on Import Ban List Increase to

2,400

The governmenthasadded 800 items to the list of banned

importssincelastfiscal year (started March2019,21),which

bring the total number of banned imported commodities to

2,400, the head of Trade Promotion Organization, Hamid

Zadboum, said.

Twoyearsago, the governmentbanned imports
of1,339items categorized as “Group Four”"—
products that are deemed “non-essential”
and have domestic counterparts—inamove
to economize on foreign currency amid US
sanctions.

TheMinistry of Industries, Miningand Trade was
thentasked withidentifyingmoreimportsthat
were either unnecessary, or those which could
beproducedbylocal enterprises.

Thenumber ofbannedimported goodsreached
1,600itemslastyear.

“Eighty-four percentofIran’s $11 billion worth
ofimports during the first four months of the
currentyear [March 20-July 21] was either
intermediate [producer goods] or capital goods.
Rice, bananas and cellphones were the main
items of the country’simports of consumer
goods [finalgoods].Essentialgoodslikericewere
includedintheimportlistof consumer goods,”
ZadboumwasquotedassayingbyISNA.
Latestdataprovided by the Islamic Republicof
[ran Customs Administrationshowatotal of 13.8
milliontonsofgoods worth $13.7 billion were
importedintoIran duringthefirstfivemonthsof
the currentfiscalyeartoregistera22.7%decline
invalue fromthe similarperiod oflastyear.

Top five exportersto [ranwere Chinawith 1.33
million tons worth $3.55 billion and ashare of
25.9% from Iran’s totalimports, the UAE with
1.7 million tons of non-oil goods worth $3.18
billionanda23% share, Turkey with 2 million
tonsworth$1.47billionanda10.7%share, India
with 1.1 milliontons ofnon-oilgoods worth $941
millionand a 6.8% share and Germany with
548,000tonsofgoodsworth $661 millionanda
4.8%share.

Essentialgoodsmadeup9.7 milliontonsoflran's
total 13.8 milliontonsofimports.Infact, essential
goods,rawmaterialsand machinery constituted

85% of total imports during the five-month
period.

Alsoknown asnecessity goods, essential goods
areproducts consumerswill buy, regardless of
changesinincomelevels.
Amidhighinflationand diminished purchasing
power, the Iranian governmenthas soughtto
ensure a steady supply of essential goods at
subsidized prices.

Lastfiscalyear's (March2019-20) importsstood
at35.3 million tons worth $43.7 billion. Raw
materials, machinery and intermediate goods
accounted for85% oftheimports.
“Chinawasalsothetop exportertolranlastyear,
selling$11.2billionworthofnon-oilgoodstolran
lastyear. The UAEwith $8.9 billion, Turkey $4.9
billion, India $3.6 billionand Germany with $2.1
billionworth ofexportstoIran were Iran’sother
keytrade partnersinimports," IRICA Chairman
MehdiMirashrafihasbeenquotedassaying.
Theimports chieflyincluded materialsusedin
themanufacturingsector; livestockfeed, essential
goods, medical equipmentand pharmaceuticals.
Lastyear’simportsoflivestock feedand essential
goodswere 3 milliontonsmore compared with
theyearbefore.

IRICA’'s numbers show intermediate goods
worth $29.7 billionand capital goodsworth $5.9
billionwereimportedintothe countrylastyear.
Consumer goods constituted 8% oftotalimports
lastyear,accordingtothe official.

Atotal of 25.09 million tons of essential goods
worth closeto $15.5billion wereimportedinto
Iranduringthelastfiscalyear (March2019-20)to
registera20.77%and 17.13%increasein weight
andvaluerespectively,compared with the year
before,according to the spokesman of IRICA,
Rouhollah Latifi.

This amount of essential goods’ imports
accounted for close to 71% and 35% of the
volume and value oflastyear’s total imports
respectively, the official was quoted as saying
byISNA.

“Imported essential commodities included
wheat, sugar, corn, rubber, barley, processed
tea, rice, differentkinds of seeds, red meat,
soybeans, pulses, paper; fertilizersand industrial
machinery,”hesaid.

Gas extraction from the giant South Pars Gas Field in the Persian

Gulfincreased %150 over thelastdecade, managingdirector of

ParsOiland Gas Company said.

“Outputcapacity hasapproached 700 million
cubic meters.In 2010 it was 280 mcm/d,”
Mohammad Meshkinfamwas quoted assaying
by the Oil Ministrynews website.

POGC, asubsidiary ofthe National [ranian Oil
Company,oversees developments ofthe major
gasfield.South Paresisdivided into 24 phases,
allofwhichexceptPhase 11areoperational.
“Themegaprojectincluded 39 offshore decks,
ofwhich37areinplace” Phase 11, whichisthe
lastphase of South Pars Gas Field,is duetobe
developedintwointegrated and consecutive
stages.Stage onewill consistofdrilling 30 wells
plusfabricationand erection oftwo production
platforms. Each stage will contain 15 wells
and produce 56 million cubic meters of gas
perdayplus 75,000 barrels of gas condensate.
13 onshore processing units, 12 are up and
running. Closeto 3,000 kilometers of subsea
pipeline have beenlaid tolink the offshore
facilitiesto onshore processingtrains.
“EightSPphases(13,14,15,16,19and 22-24)
cameonstreaminthepasttenyears.”
ReferringtoPhase 11,hesaid theplatformjacket
forthe phaseisreadyin QeshmIsland and is
plannedtobeinstalled soon.

“Spread oftherespiratoryillness (Covid-19) has
delayed work.”

Phase 11, which is the last phase of South
Pars Gas Field, isdueto be developedintwo
integrated and consecutive stages. Stage one
will consistof drilling 30 wells plus fabrication
and erection oftwo production platforms. Each
stage will contain 15 wellsand produce 56
million cubicmetersofgasperday plus 75,000
barrelsofgascondensate.

Priorities

Highlighting the importance of the shared
field, he noted that SP accounts for40% ofthe
feedstockneeded toproducegasolineinIran.
Gasoline outputcurrentlyis 115 millionliters
perday,ofwhich 50 millionlitersis produced
inthe Persian GulfStar Refineryinthe southern

POGC Reports Production Rise

province of Hormozgan Province. Anestimated
400,000 barrels per day of gas condensate is
supplied tothe complex fromthe giantfield as
feedstock.

Natural gas comprises 65% of [ran’s energy
mixandissupposedtoincreaseby 10%intwo
decades.

POCG’s chiefwentonto say thatdeveloping
otherfieldsinthe Persian GulfnamelyKish,and
increasing pressureinmorethan 336 offshore
wellsinSParepriorities.

“Despite peakproductioninthefield, pressure
reduction has emerged gradually. Installation
ofoffshore compressorstationsisthe onlylong-
termoptionto controlgaspressurereduction.”
Contraryto popularbelief, the field willnotbe
abletoproduce 700 mcm of gas per day (the
currentoutput) foreverand thiscleanresource
should be used as prudently as possible, he
said. Close to 650 mcm of gas is consumed
domesticallywiththebalance exportedtolraq
and Turkey.

Referring to past short-term policies to
postpone pressure reduction, he said his
company has started to acidize offshore wells
and thiswould delay the processby twoyears.
"Bylate 2021, pressurewill fallto decline by 28
mcm peryearunlessadvanced platformsand
compressorsareinstalled.”

Pressure will fall come what may. However,
other gasfieldsin the Persian Gulfincluding
Kish, Ferdowsi and Golshan may help
compensatethereduction (butnotforlong),he
said.Reservoirpressurein SPwashigherwhen
thefirstcontractfor development ofthe field
wassignedyearsago,herecalled.

“Qatar's excessive gas extraction from the
field has reduced the pressure to a great
extentfurtherlowering of pressure will affect
production fromthe operatingplatformsinthe
nearfuture.”

SP,which Iran shares with Qatar, covers an
areaof9,700squarekilometers, 3,700 square
kilometers of which (South Pars) isinIran’s
territorialwatersand therest (North Dome)is
inQatariwaters.Thefieldisestimated tocontain
large deposits of natural gas, accounting for
almost 8% ofthe world’sknownreserves,and
approximately18billionbarrelsofcondensates.
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