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IME witnesses growthinits

trading volume, value

During weekdays ending up to August 20,2020,
while over 693,030 MT of commodities worth
over 1,238 million USD were traded on the Iran
Mercantile Exchange, the tradingvolume and value
experienced growth of %12 and %2, respectively.
According to thereport from IME International
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Affairs and PR, last week, on the domestic and ®

export metal and mineral trading floor of IME, Seasonal Rlce Imp()l.t Ban Postponed What's News

244,689 MT ofvarious products worth close to 592

million USD were traded.

On this trading floor, 240,804 MT of steel, 2,000 t() September 21 VP:Iran

MT of aluminum, 1,040 MT of copper, 250 MT of welcomes

molybdenum concentrates, 15 MT of precious This year’s seasonal ban on rice imports has been ’ Jointventure

metal concentrates, 580 MT ofzincingotas well . - : .

as 20 kg of gold bullion were traded by customers. postponedandwillcomeintoeffectonSept.22instead of lnveStnl.ent

Thereportdeclaresthatondomesticand exportoil thepreviouslyannounced date (July22), accordingtothe £T3 of Turkish

and petrochemical trading floors of IME, 444,911 IslamicRepublicofIranCustoms Administration’sdeputy . private sector

MT of different commodities with the total value of fortechnical affairs. - Iranian Vice

779 million USD were traded. NS NN _'_., President and

Onthistradingfloor, 127,000 MT of VB feed stock, Head of the Budget

157,605 MT of bitumen, 72,825 MT of polymer MehrdadJamal K —’V and Planning

products, 36,303 MT of chemical products, 38,043 %J/M Orangi added |* & Organization

MT oflube cutoil, 170 MT ofargon, 1,160 MT of |SH\|'|AN thatimporters L - ‘ o o 3 Mohammad Bager

insulation, 1,717 MT ofbase oilaswellas 5,130 MT NEW s have tlhme tﬁ ‘ oy’ / N e Nobakht said

of sulfur were traded. go  throug : o on Monday that

Furthermore, 3,430 MT of commoditiesand a NEWS the clearance | Y/ K4 the Govei,nment

commercial real estate were traded on the side _IEEE  procedures ; : ' ", welcomes joint

marketofthe IME. of theirl Srice — \ \ venture investment
. consignments until Sept. ¢ "y ? i } LS ; ;

Ir al? Launches New Energy 22, the website of the Y\\‘)k — :efc‘rcrolll"zrl: lIi:np rvate

Pl'Q]eCtS Islamic Republic of Iran  Orangisaid. increasedby38%toreach theirforexrequirements Speaking in a

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani on Monday Broadcastingreported. Every year, during the 834,000hectares,’Faranak from the exportearnings meetingwith Turkish

inaugurated threelarge projectsin the oil, gasand
petrochemicalindustries.

Theofficialnoted thatmore
than 800,000 tons ofrice

rice harvest season, the
government bans rice

AzizKarimisaid.
The northern Gilan and

of non-oil products
(petrochemicals, steel and

investorsin 'Caspian
Industrial Town'in

Marking the Administration’s Week, Rouhani havebeenimportedintothe  importsinsupportoflocal Mazandaram provinces minerals)tradedthrough Qazvin Province,
inaugurated the three megaprojects at a countrysincethebeginning farmers and domestic togetheraccountfor71% theso-calledsecondaryFX Nobakht said that
videoconference on Monday morning. ofthecurrentlranianyear production.Thebanusually oflran’srice production, marketthathasexchange the Government
Implemented with a total investment of €4.7 onMarch20,whichshows lastsuntilNovember. according to figures ratesmuchclosertothefree contributes to

billion, the projectsinclude the developmentand
improvement of the gas dispatchingsite and a
series of gas pipelinesin the national network, the

a20% decline compared
with the similar period of
lastyear. Around 390,000

Atotal of 2.9 million tons
ofrice were produced in
the country duringthelast

releasedinarecentreport
ofthe Statistical Center of
Iran.

marketrates.
Thedeclineinriceimport
dutyaimstopreventasurge

foreigninvestment
by preparatory
and infrastructural

firstphase of Bushehr petrochemical plant, as well tons of the total amount  Iranianyear (March2019- As per a recent decision inprices. facilities.
asa500-MW combined cycle power plantin the haveundergoneclearance.  20),registeringclosetoa made by the Market Iraniansannuallyconsume He added that
WestKarunareaanditsadjoining power transfer Importersoftheremaining 45% increase compared RegulationHeadquarters 3.2 million tons of rice. 'AGT' company

equipmentand station.
The 1,200-km pipelines from the sixth section

consignments, he said,
havenotyetbeenableto

with the previous year,
according to the director

onJune4, customs duties
on rice imports have

Domestic  production
annually amounts to

will be able to take
advantage of the

ofthe national gas network have the capacity to obtainforexfortheircargos generalofthe Agriculture decreased from 25% to around 2.2 million tons, provincial capacities
transfer 110 million cubic meters of gas from the throughtheCentralBankof =~ Ministry’s Grains and 10%, Fars News Agency but last year the figure for processing its
South Pars gasfield to the western provinces every Iranand cannotundertake Essential GoodsBureau. reported.Since  March increased duetofavorable products.

day. clearance procedures. “This increase in rice 20, the government has weather and  high Hevowed forremoval

Another 125-kilometer pipeline wasadded to the
ninth section of the countrywide network that
stretches from the western areas of Behbahaninto

“Ifriceimportersmanageto
procure foreign exchange
before thisdate, clearance

output is because of the
favorable weather and
heavyprecipitationsduring

discontinuedtheallocation
offoreign currency atthe
subsidized rate of42,000

precipitationlevels.
The difference between
domestic production and

of customs barriers
in'Caspian Industrial
Town'.

the Bazarganborder crossingand north of Maku will take place, but this February and March of rials per dollar for rice localneedisimportedfrom He reiterated thatall
innorthwestern Iran to supply 60 million cubic won’tbeallowedafterthe 2019, due to whichland import; it has instead theUAE,India, Pakistan, legal supports will
metersofgasperday. aforementioned date,” under rice cultivation calledonimporterstomeet Thailand, TurkeyandIraq. be provided for this
The new pipeline would ensure sustainable gas company.

suppliesinthe country’s cold regions and would
alsoallow for exportsand energy exchanges with
regional countries.

The first phase of Bushehr petrochemical plant
includes a gas sweetening section and units
producing ethane, methanol, oxygen, and 9.6
million cubic meters ofinput per day for the South
Parsrefineries.

Jewelry Buyers Have
toShowID Card

Goldbuyersshould henceforth presentnational ID
cardstoabletopurchasejewelryfromshops,head
ofthe Tehran Goldand Jewelry Unionsaid.

Ebrahim Mohammadvalisaid the measureisin

presentID cardsiftheir purchaseisabove 150
millionrials. TheIDnumber should be mentioned
intheinvoice,”hewasquotedassaying.

Giventherecentriseingold prices, the decisionis
likelyto affect manybuyers. One Emami gold coin
isnowtradedat 105millionrials,accordingtothe
TGJUwebsite. The price has grown dramatically

moneylaundering.
Askedwhetherthe measure exposestheidentity

ofbuyerstothe taxman, Mohammadvali said the

Administration.

issueisthe purview ofthe Iranian National Tax

“INTAisinchargeof decidingtaxongold trade...
theyhave not communicated anyrelevant bylaw

According to its
official website, AGT;
(Technology That
Develops the Wood)
which started its
activities in Antalya
in 1984 with the

. L . . overlastyear. [twasworth40millionrialsinAugust ~ yet. Thedecision [torequirebuyerstoshowID]is dream of processing
The SQO-MWWest Karun 'combln.ed cycle power line withanti-moneylaundering measures that 2019, foranti-moneylaunderingneeds” and developing the
plantisalso the other major project t.hat would was annguncedayear.and halfagobuthad not Likewise,apersonwhopurchaseseven15grams  So far INTA hasnotsaid anythingabouttaxon wood specifically
generate power for th.e oil and gas fields west beenputintoeffect Hedidnotsaywhytherulewas of 18-carat gold is obliged to show personal  jewelrytrade.Howeverithasannouncedthatthose for individuals
of Karun River, including the North and South putonhold. L . identification.Onegramof18-caratgoldnowsells ~ whobuygold coins from the Central Bank of Iran and institutions
Azadegan as well as North and South Yaran AccordingtoaTGJUbylaw, theidentity ofbuyersis for10.3 millionrials. should paytax. Earlierinthe month,itannounced with  developing

oilfields.

The projectalsoincludes electricity transition
equipmentand gas pressurereduction station at
the power plant.

required for purchasesabove 150 millionrials, the
union’swebsiteportal, estjt.irreported.

“Wehad communicated abylaw tojewelry shops
almost 18 monthsagobased onwhichbuyersmust

The Paris-based Financial Action Task Force
haslong called on the governmentin Tehranto
strengthenitslegal frameworkto guard against

taxbracketsforbuyersofgold coinsinthelastfiscal
year (March2019-20). Thosewhoboughtupto 10
gold coinslastyearare exempted.

technology,
operates today as
one of the world's
leading companies

in the furniture

NO 565 m Solution: NO 564 m componentsindustry.
"In its modern

8 9 Iran exports carpets to 37 countries production facilities

established in

Iran's Customs spokesmansaid kilims, and Gabbeh exported IAnndtils},EiiﬁrganZléii

thatlranian carpets, kilims,and to countries such as Canada, on a total area of

rugs have been exportedto57 Australia, Germany,Japan, Italy, 450 thousand

countriesinthe pastfourmonths,
about half of which were to
Afghanistan, Iraq,and Pakistan.
Iran Press/Iran news: Seyyed
Ruhollah Latifi, the spokesman
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA),
saidthatmorethan 20,000 tons of
[ranian carpets, kilims, and rugs
have been exportedin the past
fourmonths,andIranisthelargest
producerofcarpetsintheworld."
Latifi added: Iranian carpets,

Kuwait, Kenya, Iraq, Pakistan,
Bahrain, Belgium, Qatar,
Thailand, China, France, England,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India,and
Denmark.Referring to the fact
that the carpet export market
hasbecome competitive, IRICA
spokesmansaid: "Iranian carpets
have always been unrivaled in
all world markets due to their
beautiful and magical design,
durability, fine weaving, and
naturalandtransparentcolors."

square meters; AGT
provides service to
the furniture and
decoration sectors
with  MDF, MF
MDF, Panel, Profile
production and it
alsoprovidesservice
to the construction
sector with flooring
and skirting board
production.”
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Iran Becoming
Regional Hub
of Repair

to Russian
Copters

Iran has received
certification for
repairing Russian
helicopters from the
manufacturers, an
official said, unveiling
plans to turn Iran
intoaregional hubin
the maintenance of
choppersmadein the
EasternBloc.

In an interview with
Tasnim, the CEO of
the Iran Helicopter
Supportand Renewal
Company (IHSRC)
highlighted the
country’s constant
progressin carrying
outrepairs on Eastern
helicopters ever since
the Armed Forces
purchased Russian Mil
Mi-17 choppersyears
ago.

The IHSRC has
received permission
from the helicopter
manufacturers for
repairingthe products
andis movingto create
the hub of region for
repair to the Eastern
choppersinside Iran,

General Rouhani
added.
“Anumber of Russian

experts oversee the
process of providing
theinfrastructures for
that center. With such
mutual cooperation,
weare goingtobeable
todothejob (repair) on
behalfofthe Russians,’
the CEO of IHSRC
stated.

He said Iranian
technicians have
even impressed the
Russian experts by
manufacturing a
number of testers
and improving the
avionicssystemsofthe
helicopters.

The general further
unveiled plans for
the production ofthe
second version of
Saba-248homegrown
helicopter.

The new platform of
Saba-248 is under
construction, Rouhani
noted, saying the new
version would be
propelled by custom-
ordered engines.

The general added
that the new Iranian
chopper’s engine is
being manufactured
inside the country in
cooperation with a
domestic company,
and its compositerotor
blades would also be
produced by the Iran
AircraftManufacturing
Industrial Company.

Natanz’sincidentan actof

sabotage: AEOI spokesman

Spokesperson forthe Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) has
affirmedthata]JulyaccidentatNatanznuclear facility in the central
provinceofIsfahanhad been caused byablastasanactofsabotage.
In an interview with Al-Alam, AEOI spokesperson Behrouz
Kamalvandisaid security investigationshave confirmed thatthe July
2accidentin Natanznuclear sitewasanactofsabotage.

“Whatis definiteisthatanexplosionhasoccurredin Natanznuclear
site, butthesecurityofficialswillannounceatanappropriatetimehow
andwith whatmaterialstheblasthastaken placeand whatthe details
are,"heexplained.

Onthelateststatus of [ran’s nuclear industry, Kamalvandisaid the
stockpile ofheavywater producedinsidethe countryhassurpassed 3
tonnes, notingthatpartofthe productwould be exported tothe other
countries, includinganumber of Europeanstates.

The spokesman, however; refused toname those purchasers, citing
the US pressure on the target countries.Commenting on IAEA
Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi’s forthcomingvisitto Tehran,
the spokesperson expressed hope thatthe tripwould helpallay the
concerns ofboth sides.Kamalvandialso noted thatthe two sitesin
[ranthatthe UN nuclear watchdoghasrequested inspectionare
located near ShahrezainIsfahan Provinceand near Tehran.Iran was
notinitially opposed toinspection ofthe nuclear sites, but maintains
thattheIAEA's questions mustbebased upon seriousevidenceand

Iran Envoy: 1A EA chief’s Tehran visit not
related to so-called snapback mechanism

documents,headded.
“Thequestionsbased onthe claims
revolvingaround espionage and
similar cases have not been
and would not be acceptable
by any means,” the spokesman
stressed, saying the IAEA will
be given conditional accesstothe
sitesprovided thatthe questionsand
doubtsareoveronceandforall.
WhentheIAEAintendstoaskaquestion,itis
amemberstate’srightto demandrelevantreasonsand
documentsregardingthatquestion, he noted.

ran's permanentrepresentative toVienna-

basedinternational organizations saysthe

forthcomingvisitto the Islamic Republic

by the director general ofthe International

AtomicEnergy Agency (IAEA) hasnothing
todowith the United States’ latest effortto
use the so-called snapback mechanismto

restore UN sanctions against Tehran.

"This visit is not
related tothe so-called
snapbackmechanism
N E w s anddoesnotcomeatthe
US'request. The [IAEA

_%_ chief Rafael] Grossi's
trip [tolran] takes place
onthebasisoflran’sinvitation,"

Kazem Gharibabadisaidina

i

ISFAHAN

ofimpartiality,independence
and professionalism,and will

postonhis Instagram account
onSunday.

Headded thatthe UN nuclear
agency's chief will arrive in
Tehran on Monday and hold
talkswith Iranianauthorities on
Tuesdayand Wednesday.
Thelraniandiplomatnoted that

not go beyond its standard
principles as well as its own
independentdatawhendealing
withsafeguards-relatedissues,”
hepointedout.

The UN nuclear agency chief
also in a post on his Twitter
accounton Saturday confirmed

Tehran'strustinthe [AEAhas
beendamagedinrecentmonths,
adding that it is necessary
thatGrossi's visitbe aimed at
buildingtrust.

"Wewillnotallow other parties
toswayrelationsbetween Iran
and the agency, particularly
under the current sensitive
circumstances," Gharibabadi

hisvisitto Tehran "for meetings
withIranianauthorities."

He said his talks with Iranian
officials would focus on
"outstandingquestionsrelated
tosafeguardsinlran."

[ will travel to Tehran on
Monday for meetings with
[ranianauthoritiestoaddress
outstanding questionsrelated
said. to safeguards in Iran. [ hope
"Itisimportant[fortheIAEA]  to establish a fruitful and
to assure Tehran that the cooperative channel ofdirect
agencywillactonthebasisof  djalogue. Itis necessary. pic.
three fundamental principles  twittercom /nkFOX8A4ZM

"Ihopetoestablishafruitfuland
cooperative channel of direct
dialogue.Itisnecessary," Grossi
said.

The visittakes place over two
monthsafterthe [AEABoard of
Governorspassedaresolution
on June 19, put forward by
Britain, Franceand Germany -
thethree Europeansignatories
tothelandmark 2015 nuclear
agreement, officiallyknownas
the]Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).
Theresolution, the first of its
kind since 2012, urgesIranto
provide the IAEA inspectors
withaccesstotwositesthatthe
trio claims may have beenused
forundeclarednuclearactivities
intheearly2000s.
ThelslamicRepublicrejectsany
allegations ofnon-cooperation
withthe[AEA, insistingthatitis
prepared toresolve potentially

outstandingdifferences with
thenuclearagency.
Immediatelyaftertheadoption
ofthe[AEAreport, Gharibabadi
deploreditandsaid, “Adoption
ofthisresolution will neither
encouragelrantograntaccessto
the Agencybased onfabricated
and unfoundedallegations, nor
willitforceIranto come down
fromitsprincipal positions."
The IAEA's Tehran visit also
comes as the United States is
trying toinvoke a “snapback”
mechanisminthe multilateral
nuclearagreementdespite its
withdrawal from the accord
inMay 2018inviolation of UN
Security Council Resolution
2231thatendorsesthedeal.
The United States' most
prominentWesternallieshave
refused tofallinto step withiits
push to snap back the United
NationssanctionsagainstIran.

TAEA Chief'Visit

to Iran Unrelated 9 . ,
The foreign ministeralso highlighted Iran’s

t() Snapback transparent cooperation with the UN
N o nuclear watchdog, reiterating that Tehran
MCChanlsm: Zal'lf would never seek nuclear weapons and

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaidthe[AEAdirectorgeneral’sMonday
visitto Tehran has nothing to do with the
snapbackmechanisminthe 2015 nuclear
deal.

Speakingtoreporterson Monday, Zarifsaid
thevisitby Rafael Mariano Grossitolranlater
today hasnothingto do with the snapback

considerations.

underlined.

mechanism, whichhedescribed asawrong
expression popularized by the American

believes thatnukes are detrimental to the
countryonthebasisofitsbeliefsand strategic

Iranwill notallowthe parties thatdisagree
with the IAEA and threaten world security
with their nukes, namely the US and the
Zionistregime,tomockthe [AEA's goals, Zarif

Grossiwill travel to Tehran on Monday for

thefirsttimeaftertakingofficein December.
Duringhis discussionsin Tehran, Grossi
will address the cooperation of Iran with
theAEA,andinparticularIran’s provision
of access to the Agency’s inspectors to
requestedlocations.

“Ihave decided to come personally to Tehran
sothatlcanreinforce theimportance of
cooperationand the fullimplementation of
allsafeguards commitmentsand obligations
withtheIAEA,” Grossihassaid.
ThelIslamicRepublicrejectsanyallegations
ofnon-cooperation with the IAEA, insisting
thatitis prepared toresolve potentially
outstandingdifferences withthe IAEA.

NEWS

Maduro Thanks Iran for
Helping Venezuela Overcome
US Sanctions

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro thanked Iran
forhelpingthe South American country overcome US
sanctions onitsoilindustry.Earlier this year, Tehran
sentseveral gasoline cargoes to Venezuela to help
itovercome fuel shortages, as well as equipment to
help state oil company PDVSArepairits dilapidated
refineries.“We are helpingeach other,” Maduro saidin
aninterviewbroadcastonstate television on Sunday.
“Ithink the Iranian experience will help us reinforce
our management capacity.”Colombian President
[van Duque said thisweek Maduro was eyeing missile
purchases from [ran, which Venezuelan officials
denied.Butinthe interview, Maduro said Duque’s
statementwasa“goodidea”hehad notyetconsidered.
“Ifitis possible and convenient, we will buy those
missiles,” he said.

Morocco opposes normalizing

ties with Zionist regime: PM
Moroccan Prime Minister Saad Dine El Otmani on
Sunday strongly opposed any normalization of
relations with the Zionist regime.“We refuse any
normalization with the Zionist entity because this
emboldensitto go furtherinbreachingthe rights of
the Palestinian people,” he told his Islamist P]D party.
Morocco has cutitsrelations with the Zionistregime
after the start of Palestinian intifada since 2000,
accordingto Reuters.Earlier; P]D Partyin Morocco had
condemned any normalization ties between United
Arab Emiratesand Zionistregimeinastatement.The
remarks came ahead of a visit to the region by Jared
Kushner, asenioradviserto US President Donald
Trump, and after the UAE and Israel struck a deal
tonormalize ties.The UAE and the Zionistregime
recently signed an agreementunder which the Abu
Dhabi-Tel Avivrelationship, which had been secret
foryears, would be made public. Disclosure of the
normalization of UAE-Zionistrelations has angered
Muslim nations and the Arab world, with many calling
forthe closure of the UAE embassy in Arab countries.

Iran defense industry progresses

atintl. level: former MP

Aformer MP said with the efforts of Iranian elites
the Defense Ministry has gone through reverse
engineering of military equipmentand today Iranis
among the top 10 countriesin the world regarding
the defenseindustry.Speakinginaninterview with
Mehr News Agency, Abbas Ali Mansouri Arani made
some remarksontheoccasion ofthe National Defense
Industry Day, asserting that today Iranisamong 10
top countriesinthe worldin the fields of the defense
industry.Referring to the Imposed War (1980-1988
Irag-Iran war) during which Iran could not provide
even the simplestdefense equipment due to cruel
sanctions, the Iranian ex-lawmaker said that the
sanctions made the Iranian eliterely onindigenous
capacities toachieve homegrown technologiesin the
field of the defense industry.

'Snapbackmechanism'fake
termusedbyUS

[ranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said that
the 'snapbackmechanism'isa'fake'termused by the USasitisnot
mentionedinthe UN Security Council Resolution2231.
Thenewlyappointed spokespersonheldhisfirstpress conference
onMonday.

Grossi'svisittolran

Hereferred to the forthcomingvisitofthe director-general ofthe
International Atomic Energy Agencyto Tehransaying thatthe two
sidesaretoresolve theirmutualissues duringthisvisit.
Headdedthataftertheendorsementofthe]JCPOA, Iranandthe IAEA
have experienced ahighlevel of cooperationand Iranhasprovided
thebestaccesstoitssitesandfacilities.

The spoxinformed thatduringhisvisit, Grossiis to meetand hold
talkswith FM Zarifaswellas AEOIHead Ali Akbar Salehi.
Zarif'svisitto Lebanon

Healsoaddressed Iranian FM Zarif's recenttrip to Lebanon.
"Mr. Zarif paid avisit to Lebanon, during which he met with
Lebanese officials and announced Iran's solidarity and
cooperationwiththe Lebanesegovernmentand people. Foreign |
MinisterZarifalsohad contacts with Basharal-Assad aboutthe
Astanaprocess."

Syrian Constitutional Committee
Heinformed thatthe Syrian Constitutional Committee willbe held
in Genevatoday,and the Iranian delegationisin Geneva.Onthe
sidelinesofthismeeting, theIranian delegation willhave meetings
withthetwo otherguarantorsofthe Astanaprocess.
USeffortsinthe UN Security Councilagainstlran
Abouttherejectionofthe USanti-Iranianresolutionatthe UNSC, he
said: "Wesawahistoricmeetingwithjustone positivevote."
"The USdiditbesttoreopen the case atthe UNSCbut FM Zarif
submittedalettertothebodybefore the newproposal ofthe US."
“Iran’s Supreme National Security Council is responsible for
respondingtoanyviolationofthe Resolution2231," the spokesman
said, noting thatheads of other countries have already received

[ran’s

letter on the ‘firm’

responsetoany probableviolation.
Iran-Venezuelaties
"[ran-Venezuelarelationsarebased onmutualinterests of thetwo
countriesand have norelationswith other countries."




Natanz’s incident
anactofsabotage:
AEOI spokesman
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Copters

Iran's 2021 presidential election tobe heldonJune 18
Jamal Orf, Deputy Interior Minister of Iran and head of the country's
election commission,announced on Monday thatIran's next Presidential

electionistobeheldon]June 18,2021.

Asheinformed, theinterior ministry had suggested two different dates for
holding the event, of which the Guardian Council hasratified June 18,2021.

The Iranian official noted thatitis possible forthe 2021 presidential election in
Irantobeheld under coronavirus pandemic, similar to the elections held in South Korea

20000 Rials

and Russiain 2020.

Ashesaid, "one of the taken measures by the named countrieswasholding the eventon several
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B Deal with US means

extension of Iraq’s
occupation: Iraqi
MP

Arepresentative of the Al-
Fath Coalitionin the Iraqi
B Parliament said closing a

o o AmericantroopsinIraqwill

JOlllt venture nothelp preserve peaceand
investment of Turkish stability in the country.In

pl'ivate sector aninterview with Arabic-
o language Almaalomah

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN news agency on Saturday,

Morning call to prayer:

Abdul-Amir Najmreacted
to Iraqi Prime Minister

05:09:00 Mustafa  Al-Kadhimi's
isi he US, saying, "Al-

Noon call to prayer : visittothe U, saying,
Kadhimimustabidebythe

13:05:18 y

Evening call to prayer:

19:54:36

WEATHER

High:37°c
Low:16°%

Iraqiparliament's decision
towithdraw UStroops from
the country, but we are
witnessinganagreement
between Baghdad and
Washington to keep US
troops in Iraq for three
years."He stressed that the
deal withthe UStoallowits
troopstostayinlraqisinfact
the extension of occupation
oflragandisnotacceptable.

consecutive days. Iran can do the same after making the required modificationsinits election

Iran Launches New Energy
Projects

Biden Says He’d Shut Down Economy If
Scientists Recommended

US Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden said he

would follow publichealth advisers’adviceifthey called fora

national shutdown should he take office and the coronavirus

hadnotabated.

“I'would be prepared to do whatever
it takes to save lives. We cannot get
the country moving until we control
thevirus,” Biden said in an interview
broadcastSunday nighton ABC News.
Asked specifically whetherhe’d pusha
national shutdownifscientists said itwas
necessary, Bidenreplied: “Iwould shutit
down.”

The formervice presidenthas previously
called for the nation’s governors to
impose mask mandates in their states,
effectively anational mask mandate. But
when he made thatcall, Biden avoided
saying he’d attempt to use anationally
applicable executive order himself.

The former vice president’s remarks
came as partofhisfirstjointinterview
with vice presidential nominee Kamala
Harris. The pair accepted their party’s
nominations duringavirtual convention
last week. On Monday, Republicans
begin their convention to nominate
Trump and Vice President Mike Pence
forasecond term.Bidenlaughed when
asked about Trump’s recentassertion
thatthe only way he’d lose was if the
electionwererigged, and the Democratic
challenger dismissed any notions that
Trump wouldn’tleave the White House
voluntarilyifheloses.

“The American people will notletthat
happen,”hesaid.“No one’sgoingto allow
thattohappen.”

Both Biden and Harris downplayed their
bitter debate encounterlast summer
during the Democratic primary. Harris,
a California senator, leveled deeply
personal criticism against Biden for
hisoppositioninthe 1970s to federally
mandated busing to desegregate public

schools and remarks he’d made about
having worked amicably alongside
racist senators when he first came to
Washington.

The first Black woman on a major party
nationalticket, Harris said she and Biden
are on the same page onrace amid the
nation’s ongoingreckoning with systemic
racism, AP reported.

“There arereal racial disparities that
arerooted in systemicracism,” Harris
said, noting wealth gaps and the
disproportionate effects of COVID-19 on
Blackand Hispaniccommunities. Biden,
shesaid, “isaddressing these truths, he
speaksthesetruths.”
Bidensaid,lookingback, heunderstands
how Harris, who wasamongthe minority
students bused in the 1970s, would
criticize him so harshly. Buthe also said
she and others may not have known
his full record on civil rights. He said
he,asa77-year-old white man, cannot
understand herlived experiences and
that she, a 55-year-old daughter of
Indian and Jamaican immigrants, can’t
understand his.

But, he said, they “have the same value
set” and are “on same exact page about
whatthe possibilities are rightnow.”
Likewise, they downplayed policy
differencesthatemerged whentheywere
primary rivals, especially on health care.
Biden has consistently backed adding
a “public option” to existing private
insurance markets. Harris signed on
to Sen. Bernie Sanders’ bill that would
create a single-payer government
insurance system to replace private
insurance.

“Isigned on to billsthatwere aboutgreat
ideas to fix the problem,” Harris told
ABC, arguing thatshe and Biden “are
completely aligned on ... making sure
everyone hashealth care.”

Biden called any differences “tactical” but
said, “Webothbelieve thathealth careisa
right,notaprivilege.”

()

U.S.isineligible to invoke snapback
mechanism; U.S Professor

“I'highly doubt Trump will give up on the maximum pressure

campaign,” a Professor of Political Science and Director of

Security Studies told ILNA.

treatnew negotiations. It was controversial
among Iranian political authoritieswhenitwas
firstnegotiated. Itclearly stillis,” the Professor of

Security Studiesatthe University of Akronsaid.

The U.S Professor, Karl Kaltenthaler saidinan
exclusive interview to ILNA news agency that
Heand hisalliesare convinced the campaignis
workingandisbringingIrantoits knees. Also,
thereisnoreal downside for Trump to continue
the campaign, evenifitdoesirritate the US’s
Europeanallies and others. They are notan
audienceheseemstocarealotabout.
Hereferredtothe USattempttoactivate thetrigger
mechanism againstIranand added “The US
appearstobeisolated onthisissuebecause Trump
pulled the country out ofthe JCPOA. Itappears
clearthatotherpartiestotheJCPOAbelievethe US
cannotleavetheagreementand thendictate what
happensunderit”

Kaltenthaler stressed that clearly most other
countries on the UN Security Council do not
believethe UShastherighttoinvokethe Snapback
mechanism.
“Whilethereisahigherprobability thatthe USwill
comebacktotrytorenegotiatetheJCPOAwithIran
ifBidenwins, itisnotaforegone conclusion that
suchnegotiationswillbe successful.
“Butitisnotclear how Iranian authorities will

Inresponse tothe question of whetherthereis
apossibility of negotiations between Tehran
and Washington, he confirmed thatthe future of
US-Iranianrelationsisunclear. Thoserelations
dependonalotoffactors,butmostimportantly the
domesticpolitical situationinthe US.

“If Trump wins re-election, we can expect more
ofthe same posture from the UStoward Iran. If
Bidenwinstherelationship canimprovebutitis
notnecessarilyagiventhatamajorimprovement
willoccur’Karl Kaltenthaleradded thatthe other
reallyimportantfactoriswhatthedivided Iranian
leadership will prioritize. IfIran continues to
backgroupsthatthreaten USinterestsandallies
inthe Middle East, itwillbedifficulttoimprovethe
relationshipinaverymeaningful way.

Asked aboutthe outcome ofthe U.Spresidential
election, the U.S Professorsaid “Trumpisina
difficultre-electionfightrightnow. The COVIDand
economiccrisesarereallyhurtinghim politically
inthe United States.Hehasanuphill climbtowin
reelection. ButIwould notcounthimout. Agreat
deal ofthe election outcome will depend on the
turnoutofvoters.The candidate thatcanbestturn
outhisvotershastheedge.

Zonnoursaid on Monday.

Iranian  Foreign  Ministry

Z.onnour:

UShasnolegal right
to push so-called
snapbackmechanism

Chairman of the Iranian
Parliament's National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission
dismissed anylegal rightfor the
UStopushaso-called snapback
mechanismin]CPOAtorestore UN
sanctionsagainstlran.

“The Americanshavenolegal right
andargumentto push foractivating
such a mechanism,” Mojtaba

He pointed out to the US’
withdrawal from the nuclear deal
in2018andnoted thatWashington
isnolongeraparticipantto the
pact."So, ifthenon-participantUS
isallowed toactivateamechanism
inJCPOA, any other countrycould!”
Referring to the recent failure
of the US at the United Nations
Security Council to extendanarms
embargo on Iran, Zonnour said
the US, afterits failurein UNSC, is
stickingtoanymeanstoachieveits
goals."Howeversuch goalswillnot
materialize."

Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh
alsosaid on Monday the 'snapback
mechanism'is a 'fake' termused
bythe USasitisnotmentionedin
the UN Security Council Resolution
2231.

Also on Monday, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifreferred
tothe US’ struggles toimpose new
bansandresolutionsagainstIran,
saying, “Wewillnotallowthe USand
theIsraeliregime, which possess
nuclearweaponsintheregionand
havealreadyused suchweapons,to
ridiculetheIAEA'sgoals.”
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