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Sultan Amir

Ahmad

Bathhouse-
aGorgeous
Ancient Spain
Iran

ned |

Elaborately decorated
with turquoise and
gold tiles, the quiet
meditative ambiance
of Sultan Amir Ahmad
Bathhouse evokes its
pastas an important
publicgatheringplace.
The  16th-century
hammam--named
after asultan who was
buried in a nearby
mausoleum--features
anoctagonal dressing
area (Sarbineh) and
a hot bathing hall
(Garmkhaneh). It
was restored on two
occasions: after 1778
earthquake and in
1996. Take a self-
guided tour through
the hamam, and visit
the rooftop to see
many small domes
and scenic views of
the surroundings.

Using our world travel
planner, Kashan
attractions like

Sultan Amir Ahmad
Bathhouse can form
partofapersonalized
travel itinerary.
Sultan Amir Ahmad
Bathhouse, Kashan,
[ran. Builtinthe 16th
century, today the
bathhouse serves as
a tourist attraction,
rather than its primal
purpose. The objective
ofthe bathhouse was
not only to promote
cleanliness, but
also to be a place for
relaxation, discussions
and even praying. A
prototype ofamodern
spacenter!Asexpected
in Arabicarchitecture,
thehouseis decorated
with amazing
ornamental tiles, some
of which are turquoise
and gold. The house
has two main parts -
the octagonal dressing
hall called Sarbineh
and the hot bathing
hall  Garmkhaneh.
Although hammams
were avery big partof
Arabic culture, today
they are replaced by
the indoor plumbing,
installed in every
household. Therefore
the Sultan Amir Ahmad
Bathhouse  serves
as a museum and is
registered asanational
heritagesite.
Whytogothere?

A wonderful
architectureand décor,
historical and cultural
significance, one of the
most popular sitesin
thearea.
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Walking Tourof Estahanin
Halfa Day

L

IRAN ATTRACTION

Shushtar Historical
Hydraulic System

Thisbeautiful system of tunnels builtinto natural
rockservesasacenturies old plumbing system.
The water streaming from the caves and tunnels of
Iran’s Shushtar Historical Hydraulic System looks
likeitis flowing through ancienttunnels created
by massive worms. Actually, the elaborate system
of waterworks was builtby different civilizations
over centuries of development.

Thebeginnings of the now-extensive Shushtar
Hydraulics date backtothe 5th century BCE, when
the system was believed to have been initiated by
Persianking Darius the Great. Water was diverted
from the Karun River viaman-made canals that
sentthe flow through tunnels dug through the
natural rock. The complete system was likely in
place by the 3rd century CE, having incorporated
the workand knowhow of various civilizations
includingthe Mesopotamians and the Romans.
Through the system oftunnels and pools, wateris
diverted to the city of Shushtar, powering several
mills. Atthe time of its building, the elaborate
system of dams, tubes, and mills must have
seemed like technological wizardry,and today it
still seems amazing. The system was in use into
the 20th century, providing power to Shushtar,
albeitprobably notas efficiently asitdid before
time and erosion took their toll. But considering
thatitwas centuriesold, abitofslippage canbe
forgiven. Active use of the system was eventually
scrapped, asitsuses werereplaced with more
modernirrigation techniques.
UNESCOhasdeclared the systemaworld heritage
site, so hopefully itwon’t go out of commission
anytime soon. Should you ever find yourselfin
Iran,it’stherareindustrial site thatis worth a
visit.

Isfahan is certainly one of the
most-liked destinations in Iran
among foreign travelers. Awalking
tour of Esfahan in halfa day will
surely make you familiar with
the ambiance of traditional Iran
and some of the mostawesome
monuments ofthisbeautiful city.

This is going to be a visitin and around
Imam Khomeini Square formerly known
as Nagsh-e-Jahan (image of the world)
with several tourist attractions.If your
purpose oftravelinginIranistolearnabout
the highlights of the [slamic architecture
together with bazaar, Handicrafts, garden
planningaswellas people, this walking tour
of Esfahanis for you. It will take halfa day,
butwillimpressyou with the varietiesand
utmost examples of Islamic architecture
inlran.

Begin Walking Tour of Esfahan with
Chehel Sotun Palace

Thisroyal buildingislocated outside the
mentioned square, butinashortdistance
fromit. Make sure youbegin with it firstin
the morning. Whenyou enter the gardenin
which this palaceislocated, youwill see the
frontofthe building opposite the entrance.
Chehel Sotun means forty columns and
itrefers tothe number of columnsin the
portico ofthis structure in addition to their
correspondingreflectionsinthe water of the
large poolin frontofit. Suchreflection can
only be seeninthe morningasthe building
looksatthe East. Besides, fortyisthe number
ofabundanceinIranian culture.

Chehel Sotunin situated within a Persian
garden with tall trees beautifully keptlawn
and flowers and surrounded by fences,
previously walls.Around the middle of the
17th century, Shah Abba Il ordered this
administrative structure to be constructed
sothathe could useitas his office to meet
with people and address his audience
indoors as well as outdoors whenever
required.Probably the most outstanding
decorationyouwill see atthis palace willbe
the sixhuge mural paintings inside showing
how Safavid kings protected their powers
and received other kings and governors.
Atthelower parts of the walls, there can
be watched a series of Iranian miniature
paintings depicting mostly courtiers, kings
andnobleshavingadrinking partyin Persian
gardens.On the exterior sides of the palace
and close to the back of it, you will see the

clearinfluence of Europeanartsof 17 and
18 centuries practiced by Iranian Artists of
thatera.

Proceed toIsfahan’s Imam KhomeiniSquare
There’sonlyasmall park distance between
the palace and Imam Khomeini Square. You
crossthisgreenareainlessthan 10 minutes
and find yourselfin an overwhelminglarge
square thathas accommodated hundreds
of stores among three major monuments
from the 17th century. Shah Abbas I, who
moved Safavids’ capital city from Qazvin to
Esfahan, started thisroyal projectatavirgin
ground where no other structures were in
place. This 160 by 500 meters open spaces
was the showcase of the king's flourishing
economy and dedication to Shiite Islam.The
three main monuments around the square
areJame Abbasi Mosque (today knownasthe
Imam Khomeini Mosque), Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque and Aligapoo Palace. Ittook various
time periods for them to be completed, but
all of them started to be constructed more
orlessaround the beginning of the 17th
century. Today, UNESCO recognizes this
square as a World Heritage Site and the
absolute majority of international travelers
love to visitittime and again. It's beautiful
in the morning, but many also love itin
the evening with illumination around the
monumentaswellas shops’window lights.
Make a VisittoImam Mosque First
See Imam Khomeini Mosque during your
visitto Isfahan.As bothmosquesareused as
monuments and active worshiping places,
youarerecommended tovisitthem firstand
gotothe palacelater. The Imam Khomeini
Mosqueislocated in the Southern part of
the square. Although Esfahan had its Friday
mosque prior to the construction of Jame
Abbasi, Shah Abbas decided tobuild hisroyal
temple here. The beauty of this mosque s
breathtakingand you will see the ultimate
expertise of [ranianarchitects at the time of
creating thismosque.

Plenty oflapislazuliand turquoise tiles, as
well as exquisite inscriptions done by Reza
Abbasi, the well-known artist of Safavid era,
aresome of the unique characteristics of this
monument. The spacious courtyard with
four eyvansleadingtoroofed areas of the
mosque is marvelously decorated, inviting
visitors to enter and enjoy the serenity
of the temple.This mosque has got four
minarets and two symmetrically SE and
SWofthe courtyard used as amadrassa.
Anothersectionat NE was used for treating
the corpse of Muslims before transferring to

the graveyard.

NextlIs Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque
Thismosqueisnamed after the father-in-law
of Shah Abbas . The fact thatitdoesn’thave
any minarets and doesn’t provide alarge
space for worshipersapproves the reality
thatitwasbuilttobeused by the royal family
members. They could spend their time in
contemplation and worship God ina quiet
place withoutany disruption. The buffcolor
ofits dome, as well asbeautiful inscriptions
worked out by mosaic work and exclusive
motifs and decoration style of the interior,
haveall contributed to the uniqueness of this
mosque.Youshould rememberto complete
the visit to this building before the noon
prayerasitwillbe closed tovisitorsand only
worshipers cangetinatthattime.

The Last Monument to Visit Is
Aligapoo Palace

Shah Abbas, [hadincluded hisresidence and
officeinthis square on the Westernside. The
tallestbuilding ofthe square witha portico
overlooking the squareis Aliqapoo palace.
This massive building has been standing
for approximately 400 years without a
steel structure. Of course, inrecentdecades
efforts have been made to reinforce it to
make sure it will stand the passage of time
and weightofits upper floors.

On the sixth floor of this palace, there are
some connected private rooms for the royal
family who could enjoy the music played live
for them. Therefore, the decorationis very
unique making sure no echo could create
distortion for the audiencelistening to the
musicians.

Attheportico of this palace, you will have
thebestview ofthe entire Imam Square and
the other monumentsaswellas the Mount
Soffehatthe South of Esfahan.

Lunch TimeIs Now

By this time, you have covered the
magnificent Chehel Sotun palace and the
mainsites ofthe square. It'stime to dine and
youcan choose either one of the restaurants
inthe square or take other choices outside
the square. Mostofthe shopswill close down
inthe middle ofthe dayanditwillnotbevery
useful to spend your time there duringsiesta
time. Thus, youmay prefer to take somerest
orgetinvolved in other activities. Laterin
the day,you can comebackto the squareand
exploreits workshops, handicraft stores
and so on. Such half-day walking tour of
Imam SquareinIsfahanisunbelievablyrich
experience thatwillimpressyou for therest
ofyourlife.

Ifyour
purpose of
traveling
inlranisto
learn about
the highlights
ofthelslamic
architecture
together
with bazaar,
Handicrafts,
garden
planning
aswellas
people, this
walking tour
of Esfahanis
foryou.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Ta’Ziyeh Khani ritualin
Dehaghan
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AzadiHotelis mid-priced option in the middle
of Esfahan. Recommended by Lonely Planet,
ithas friendly staff, comfortable rooms, and
located within walking distance of most tourist
attractions.Rooms come with private bathrooms,
free breakfastand free WiFi. Uniquely located
nextto the famous Zayandeh roud river bridges
of Si-o-se Poland Khajo this 3 star tourist hotelis
an excellentchoice for anyone coming to Isfahan.
With easy access to other historical sitesin the
citythe Isfahan Azadiis a popular choice for tour
groups and individual travelers. The three-star
AzadiHotelin Isfahanislocated in asuitable
positionin the city of Isfahan close to the historical
monuments such as Naghashe Jahan Square, Si-
0-Se Bridge and Ali Gholi Agha Bathroom with
easyaccesstoshopping centers. Gloriousrooms
with a fine decoration and complete facilities,
high quality service, handicrafts store and anice
restaurantwhich servesawide variety of domestic
and foreign foods are of the features that make
visitors haverelaxingand pleasant moments in
thehotel.

Keith R, Hong Kong, China: Good budgethotel
The Azadi Hotel is near the center of Esfahan.It’s
notfancy,butitisagoodvalue hotel withalarge
lobby areaandlarge rooms. Unfortunately, the bed
inour room was notvery comfortable atall - you
couldfeel every spring! Breakfastwas pretty good.
Areasonable place to stay.

Address

Down Chahar Bagh,Takhtiintersection,Masjed
Seyd St.

Facilities

Safe, taxiservices, laundry, parkinglot, direct
phone, restaurant, coffee shop, TVand video.




Nobakhtthen outlined plans regarding two of the packages on
employmentand settlement of the problems that contractors
are facing.

Inlate August, Rouhaniappeared before the parliamentto givean
explanationabouthisadministration’s performance following
the decline of the national currency’s value and controversial
economicpolicies.

OnSunday, the Iranian presidential office’s chief of staff, Mahmoud
Vaezi, highlighted the role of the US, Saudi Arabiaand the United
Arab Emirates in volatility in the country’s currency market.

On May 8, US President Donald Trump pulled his country out of
the JCPOA, which was achieved in Viennain 2015 after years of
negotiationsamongIranand the Group 1+5 (Russia, China, the

plansto getas many countriesas
possible down to zero Iranian
oilimports, and launched a
campaign of “maximum
economic and diplomatic
pressure” onIran.

Meanwhile, Iran’s market has
experienced a hike in the value
of foreign currencies and gold
coinpricesinrecentmonths.There
hasbeen growing demand for dollars
among ordinary Iranians, who fear more plunge in
thevalue oftheirassetsand growingprice ofgoods, even those not

Iranian Official Announces
New Packages for Regulating
Currency Market

Head of Iran’s Plan and Budget Organization said the
administrationis going to implement five new packages of
measures to regulate the foreign currency market.

In comments ata working breakfast with business people in
Iran’s Chamber of Commerce on Monday, Mohammad Bager
Nobakhtsaid President Hassan Rouhani’s administration will
startimplementing five new packages soon.

He said the packages are meant to regulate the currency
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marketand deal with other economic challenges, including an

improvementofthelivelihood conditions.

NEWS

Iran bans exports of pencil

components

The Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade has banned
the exportofpencil and pencil components, namely
thewood and the graphite.

Director General of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration’s Export Affairs Division
Ali Akbar Shamaniannounced the newregulationin
adirective to customs offices across the country on
Saturday.

The directive comesin the wake ofa call by Minister of
Industry, Mine and Trade Mohammad Shariatmadari
to ban two main materials of pencils, including the
wood and graphite, anon-toxicmineral used to make
pencil core.

Japan’s crude imports from Iran

rise for 3thmonth

Japan’s Ministry of Economy and Trade announced
the country’s oil imports from Iran have surged for
the fifth consecutive month, despite United States’
sanctionsagainst Tehran.Japan’s oilimports fromIran
jumped to 65 percentyear onyearin August,Japan’s
English language daily, the Japan Times, cited the
Ministry of Economy and Trade as saying on Monday.
AccordingtoJapan’'s Ministry of Economy and Trade,
the countryimportedatotal of 3,393,000 barrels of oil,
or177,500barrels perdayin August.

Japanhad earlier asked the United States to exempt
Tokyo from the embargo, arguingJapanese refineries
need Iran’s crude.Upon Washington’s withdrawal
from Irannuclear deal in May, US officialsannounced
Iranian crude buyers must stop importing the
commodity fromthe country by November 4th, orelse
theywillface USsecondary sanctions. The secondary
sanctions onIran’s oil buyers, which run counter
to international trade laws, have drawn negative
reactions from different countries, some of which seek
exemption.Japan hasalso called onthe USto exclude
itfromthe sanctions.Washington has so farrejected
Japan’srequest, but Tokyo saysitwill keep trying until
the negotiationsbear fruit.

Iran’s Hottest Housing Markets
in Spring 2018: A Provincial

Survey

While many provinces registered declininghome
deals andrising prices during the first quarter of
the currentfiscal yearthatended onJune 21, others
showed a vastly different trajectory.According
to data published by Donya-e-Eqtesad, Financial
Tribune’s sister paper, from Iran’s 31 provinces,
Alborz,Ilam, South Khorasan, Khorasan Razavi, North
Khorasan, Fars, Kerman, Kermanshah, Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad, Lorestan and Hormozgan registered
a50%riseinthe number ofhome deals during this
year’s Q1 compared with the similar period of last
year.Kermanshah was first with a significantyear-
on-year growth in the number ofhome deals with
94.9% and was trailed by South Khorasan with 81.8%
and Hormozgan with 73.1%. This is while in Tehran
Province, the number of Q1 home deals grew by an
annualrate of 12.8% and was already showing signs
of amassive decline compared to higher growths
experienced in previous months, Financial Tribune
reported.

US, Britain, France and Germany).

The US alsore-imposed sanctions againstIran,announced

Deputy FM:New US sanctions
on Iran to seriously affectoil

Thenew USsanctions against
Iran will seriously affect oil
prices and the entire Middle
East, Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchisaid.

“lamnotan experton this. Butl
thinkitis obviousand everybody
ispredictingthatiflranisoutof
the marketitwould have serious
effects on the market, including
onoil prices,” Abbas Araghchitold
Sputnikon Monday.

When asked whether Iran was
goingtoactonitsthreattoblock
the Straitof Hormuz due to US’
threat to choke off Iran’s oil
exports, Araghchinoted thatit
was “notathreat, “but“areality.”
“Obviously, all countriesin the
Persian Gulfregion wantto sell
their oil,and the world isin need
of this region’s oil and other
energyresources. Sowe should
make everybody happy in the
region and satisfied with the
arrangements in theregion, so
all oil producers can sell their oil
and all peopleintheregion can
enjoy theirlife. Any arrangements
should beinclusive. Ifyou exclude
one country, make sure that
one country’s oil sale comes to
zero, as [US] President [Donald]
Trump wants, thatwould create
problems for the whole region.
Thisisanobvious fact.ltdoesnot
needanyargument,”’ the diplomat
said.

Elsewhere, Araghchi maintained
that Tehranbelieves thatRussia’s
deliveries of S-300 air defense
systems to Syria will contribute
tothe security and stability of this
country.

“Ifthe Syrian governmentdecides
to buy this and if the Russian

imported fromabroad.

governmentdecidestosellit,I'm
sure it would be useful for the
security of Syria and the stability
ofthatcountry,” Araghchiadded.

The Iranian diplomat then
stressed that Tehranisnotruling
outthe possibility of establishing
analternative to the international
payments provider SWIFT to
circumventUS sanctions.

“As we know Europeans are also
working on SWIFT to see how
SWIFT can continue working with
Iran, orifaparallel [financial]
messaging system is necessary
ornot ... It could go either way
— either SWIFT can continue
working with Iran, or a parallel
messaging system could be
established for Iran. This is
something that we are still
workingon,” Araghchisaid.
Talking aboutthe EUmechanism
oftransactions with Iran, aimed
atcircumventingthe USsanctions,
Araghchinoted thatitwas “not
avehicle only between Iran and
theEU”

“Third countries can also use
that. And thisisthe important
elementin SPV thatitisnotonly
for Europeans but also other
countries can use this. We hope
that before the reimposition
of the second part of the US
sanctions [on November 4] these
mechanisms canbeinplace and
be functional,” the diplomatsaid.
Araghchi said that the US
withdrawal from the JCPOA,
as well as its reinstatement of
sanctions againstIran, damaged
the balance in the JCPOA, with
Iran’s “takes” reduced, and its
“gives” remaining the same.

He specified thatthe details of the
SPV were notavailableyet, asit
wasa “very complicated issue.”
“Weknow thatthereare elements
who are trying to stop this,
who are trying to sabotage the
process.Ithinkit's preferred to
be completed firstand then be
announced. The details will be
announced afterwards,” Araghchi
stressed.

“Obviously, all countriesin
the Persian Gulf region want
toselltheir oil, and the world
isin need of this region’s oil
and other energy resources.
Sowesshould make
everybody happyinthe
region and satisfied with the
arrangementsin the region,
soalloil producers cansell
their oiland all peopleinthe
region can enjoy their life.

Output

country’s crude production.
output.

exportofoil shipments.

: Official: No Cutin Iran’s Oil

AseniorlIranian oil official dismissed plans for areductionin the

Accordingto CEO ofthe National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) Ali
Kardor, there are no plans for any reduction in the country’s oil

Healsosaid thatIraniseasily receiving the income from oil sales,
addingthatthe countryitselfishandlingtheinsuranceissuesinthe

Kardoralsotouched onthe newmodel of Iran’s oil contracts, saying
K thenextagreementusingthe new contractwill be probably signed

with a consortium of Russian oil companies.

Lastweek, [ranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh made
assurances thatthe USadministration can never drive the Islamic
Republic’s crude exports down to zero.
On May 8, US President Donald Trump pulled his country out of
thenuclear deal known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), which was achieved in Viennain 2015 after years of
negotiationsamongIranand the Group 1+5 (Russia, China, the
US, Britain, France and Germany), and announced plans for new
sanctionsagainst Tehran.
The White House hasalso announced plans to getas many countries
aspossibledowntozero Iranian oilimportsandlaunch acampaign
of “maximum economicand diplomatic pressure” onIran.
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Iran’s CB: New Route to Help Meet

Currency Needs
Plans are underway for eleven
agent banks to sell foreign
currency to non-commercial,
everyday purposes as part of
anew mechanism to reform the
volatile currency market, says
MehdiKasraei-Pour,head of CBI's
Departmentfor Forex Policesand
Regulations.Currency for non-
commercial needs can be sold
intwo ways: cash or through the
transfer ‘Hawala’ system, the

relations and the inability of
exchangebureauxtohandle money
transfers through the Hawala,
Financial Tribune quoted him as
saying.Toincrease feasibility and
speedinpayments, the necessary
currency willbe made available
bythe centralbanktoagentbanks
through revolving accounts,
Kasraei-Pour noted.He said if
othercasesofcurrencyuse, which
havenotbeenincluded withinthe
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+ Brentoilrises

tofour-yearhigh
assanctions
against Iran
loom

Brent crude oil prices
rose to their highest
since November 2014
on Monday ahead of US
sanctionsagainstlran, the
third-largestproducerin
oil cartel Opec, which kick
ininNovember.
Benchmark Brentcrude
oil futuresrosetoasmuch
as 83.27% a barrel and
wereat83.21$at3.39am
GMT, up 48 US cents, or
%0.6fromtheirlastclose.
us West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude
futures were up 32c, or
%0.4,at73.57$abarrel.
WTI  prices were
supported byareporton
Friday of a stagnantrig
count in the US, which
pointstoaslowdowninUS
crude production, which
nowrivals top producers
Russiaand Saudi Arabia.
Brent was pushed up
by looming sanctions
against Iran, which will
starttargetingitsoil sector
fromNovember 4.
ANZbanksaid on Monday
that"the marketis eyeing
oil prices at 100$ per
barrel".
Inasignthatthefinancial
market is positioning
itself for further price
rises, hedge funds
increased their bullish
wagers on US crude in
the week to September
25, data from the US
Commodity Futures
Trading Commission
(CFTC) showed on Friday,
increasing futures and
optionspositionsin New
Yorkand Londonby 3,728
contracts to 346,566
duringtheperiod.

In a further sign of the
impact that the US
sanctionsonlranwillhave
on the market, China's
Sinopecsaysitishalving
loadings of Iranian crude
oilin October. Chinaisthe
biggestbuyer of Iranian
oil."If Chineserefinersdo
complywith USsanctions
more fully than expected,
then the marketbalance
is likely to tighten even
more  aggressively,"
Edward Bell, commodity
analystat Emirates NBD
bank wrote in a note
published on Sunday.US
President Donald Trump
called Saudi Arabia's
King Salman on Saturday,
discussing ways to
maintainsufficientsupply
oncelran'sexportsare hit
bysanctions.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,185.9%

Central BankofIranwebsite quoted
himassaying.

The number of cases which are
payablein cash hasincreasedin
thenewmechanism due tobanks’
limitations in correspondent

frameworkofthe bank’s currency
regulations and directives, are
reported to the bank, the bank
willlookintothemand they canbe
recognizedaseligibleiftheneedis
perceivedasreal.
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EDITORIAL

Aturning
pointin
tourismin
Iran

... have come to our
country easily because
ofthe sharpdropinthe
value of the Iranian
currency. Now there
are twoissues. First,
why should the value
of our rial be so low
thata few days trip to
Iranand use of the best
facilities are almost
free for them? The
second issue that is
why tourism services
should notbe different
for Iranians and
travelers from other
countries. Despite
the development of
tourismin the world,
especiallyinadvanced
countries, today, the
world has come to
the conclusion that
tourism for the host
society also costsboth
economic and non-
economicbenefits.

NEWS

Swiss President:
JCPOA
important
agreementfor

world

President of the
Switzerland Alain Berset
underlined theimportance
of Iran nuclear deal
also known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) for the
international community.
Speaking to the Islamic
Republic News Agency
(IRNA) on the sidelines
of the 73rd session of
the UNGA, Berset said it
isveryimportant for the
International  Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) to
preserveitscapabilitiesand
monitoring.

He referred to his July
meeting with Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani
inSwitzerland, sayingthey
discussed JCPOA in the

meeting.
The Swiss president
also mentioned the

role of his country as
protecting the interests
of the United States in
Iran, saying Switzerland
has always complied
with commitments and
attempted tobringthe two
sidesclosertogether.
Elaborating on the
impact of US unilateral
sanctionsonthe economic
relations between Iran
and Switzerland, he said
Bernhastowaittoseethe
influence of USNovember
sanctionson Swiss firms.

Iranian Leader's Top Aide:
Resistance Front Guarantees
Syria's Territorial Integrity

Iranian Leader's Top Aide for International Affairs Ali Akbar
Velayati underlined that the resistance front guarantees
Syria's territorial integrity, stressing that Iran will continue
its militaryadvisoryrole in the war-hit countryaslongas the

Syrian governmentdemands.

"Theresistance frontwillnotallow seperation ofevenaninch
ofthe Syrian soil. This has made the Americans angry and
therefore, they always say thatIran should leave the region,"
Velayatisaid inameetingwith a Syrian academicdelegationin

Tehran on Monday.

"The Islamic Republic of [ran will remain in Syriaaslongas
the country's government supports Iran's presence to fully
guarantee Syria'sindependence," headded.
Velayati expressed confidence that US President Donald Trump
will end his tenure but Syria, Irag, Lebanon and other Islamic
states willremainintact.
Iran has played amilitary advisoryrolein Syriaand Iraqtohelp
them fightagainstthe terroristgroups.
Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami
underscored in Augustthe need for continued efforts to
safeguard Syria's territorial integrity."Maintenance of Syria's
territorial integrity and respect for Syria's national sovereignty
will strengthen regional security because security of the
regional statesisinterwoven," General Hatamisaidinameeting
with his Syrian counterpart Ali Abdullah Ayyoub in Damascus.

Weakest US gov’t an opportunity for Iran

The US under Donald Trump
not only has been isolated

internationally, but has also

seenthe creation ofan ‘internal

resistance’ within Washington

that seeks to have Trump’s

decisions revoked when he is

outof office,asituation Iran can

counton.

A By Reza Nasri*

In fact, the combination of international
isolation and internal resistance in
Washington, which hasled toaweak US
governmentunder Trump, hasalso created
asituation withachievable potential forIran
diplomacyapparatus.

The international isolation of Trump
administration was once again on display
during therecent United Nations General
Assembly and Security Council meeting
where the US thathad the Council rotating
presidency, callsasession onIranandthen
cancelsitand thenagain putsIranonagenda
under anothertitle only to further witnessits
internationalisolation.

This is while the US once could rally
international support forits resolutions
againstIran under Chapter VIl of the UN
Charter.

Several rounds of sanctions had been
imposed onIranunder Chapter Vil before
the nuclear deal was concluded - which
deals with sanctions and authorization
of military force - because of its nuclear
program. Those international sanctions
wereliftedin 2015 by amultilateral nuclear
dealreachedin 2015, whichthe US, despite
dismay fromallies,abandoned in May.
Besides thisinternational isolation, the
[ranian publicand political officials need to
also pay attentiontoaresistanceinthe US,
whetherknowingly or out of pragmatism,
which has taken shape against Trump’s
foreign policy.

There are numerous signsindicating that
sucharesistance exist, an example of which
isthe many books and articles written, by

bothincumbentand former US officials,
against Trump’s foreign policy.
Awilltorevoke Trump’s decisions

The most manifest sign of such resistance
is, however, a will inside deep levels of
US foreign policy apparatus to revoke
the decisions made by the Trump
administration.

In other words, if you carefully look at
how the USleftinternational agreements,
including]CPOA, you see thatin most cases
thisexithasbeen engineered soasitwould
bepossible for Washington toreturntothem
afterthe end of Trump’s administration.
JCPOAisthe official name of the Iran nuclear
deal; theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action.
Paris Agreement on climate change and
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) are the other two examples that
showhow the ‘engineered exit’ leaves the
dooropenfor USreturntotheaccords.
Although Trump repeatedly says thathe has
left Paris Agreement, the truth is that this
exithasbeendone througha‘statement’
thatexpressesthe US ‘intention’toleave the
agreement.”

In casethe USwantstolegally operationalize
itsexit, it can only do so after 2020, thatis
afteranew presidential electioninthe US.In
the case of NAFTA, Trump’s claim of ‘exit’ is
different fromthe ‘legal’ truth” i.e.the US

presidenthasactually ‘suspended’ -and not
abandoned -thedeal.

USreturntoJCPOA?

Acareful examination of USleaving of JCPOA
demonstrates that the decision-making
behind the US foreign policy has made
surenotto doanything thatwould see the
collapse of the nuclearagreement.

The US foreign policy apparatus has
exercised this caution not to resort to
‘trigger mechanism’ (or sanctions snapback
mechanism) and revive the UN resolutions
-something which would have demolished
theagreement.The US has been satisfied
with ‘resigning’ from JCPOA, which means
here again - maybe to the disagreement of
Trump and his hardliners - the US foreign
policy apparatus has kept the ‘way back’
tothe deal possible.There seems tobe a
pragmatist will inside US political system
thatdoesnot wanttheideological team
around Trump to lead the nation towards
‘absolute unilateralism’.

The questionremains how Iran can use this
situationtoadvanceitsnationalinterest.
What tactics or approach can the Iranian
governmentadoptto getbestout ofthe
US government international isolation
and the pressure and resistance
against it from within the internal
structure?”

Besides this
international
isolation, the
Iranian public
and political
officials need to
also pay attention
toaresistancein
the US, whether
knowingly orout
of pragmatism,
whichhastaken
shape against
Trump’s foreign
policy.

Destroying UN

ofthe United Nations”,sheadded.

-
Merkel Warns Trump Against

German Chancellor Angela Merkel warned US President Donald Trump
against “destroying” the United Nations withouthavingareplacement
first.She denounced Trump for thinking “thatmultilateralismis notthe
answer to our problems”, describing the US chiefexecutive as “one who
onlyassumes thatthere can only be one winnerin any given situation,
who - unlike me - does notbelieve inwin-winsituations”, World News
reported. Trump, therefore, “questions multilateral systems that go far
beyond Europe, like the climate protection agreement, the functioning

“The United Nations was founded on the ruins of the Second World
War. And yes, itis not perfect. We've been wanting areform of the
Security Council, for manyyears. Butladies and gentleman, to destroy
somethingwithouthavingbuiltareplacement, thatishighly dangerous
asfaraslam concerned, and can destroy our community of peace
soonerthanwe think," the Germanhead of state asserted.
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President Rouhani Lauds
Tehran-Beijing Relations as
Good

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani forwarded a message to his
Chinese counterpartXiJinping, felicitatinghim and hisnation on the
69th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China.
TheIranian head of government forwarded the message on Monday,
extending greetings on the adventofthe felicitous occasion asserting
that Tehran-Beijingties are ata good level because of the willpower of
the senior officials of the two countries.Rouhani expressed hope that
withregard to thelong-standinghistory of relations between the two
countries, further ties will develop in the new era.The National Day
ofthe People's Republic of Chinais apublicholiday and the Chinese
celebrate the occasion annually on October 1. The PRC was founded
onSeptember 1949,21, with a ceremony marking the formation of the
Central People's Government.

He also emphasized his country's
continued support for the Syrian
army's efforts to fully purge the
terrorists from Syria.

General Hatamialso warned that
thetrans-regional states were after
sowingdiscord amongtheregional
countries and creatingriftin Syria.
"The Islamic Republic of Iran
has opposed any idea and plan to
disintegrate Syria since the very first day,"
underlined.General Ayyoub, for his part, said thatthe [ranian
and Syrian military commanders were in continued contacts
with each other, noting, "We do not allow any third party to
interfere in the two countries'relations."
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Oil deals with Europeans close despite threat of US sanctions: Zarif

ehranisclosetosigningagreementstosell oil to
Europe despite USthreatsto sanction countries
that do business with Iran, said Iran Foreign

Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.

'Ifthearrangement comes to fruition —some
British and French officials say they have their
doubts —itwould constitute the mostopenbreak
between President Trumpand Europeanalliesthat
objected vociferously tohis decision to pull out of
the 2015 nucleardeal, New York Times wrote on

Saturday.

'Several of European nations openly confronted
Trump on Wednesday, when he led a United
Nations Security Council meetingaboutweapons

years, added New York Times.

of mass destruction. They argued thathe was
throwing away the best chance the world has to
keeplranfrombuildingnuclearweaponsincoming

NYTwrotethatinanhour-longconversation with
reporters, Zarif, whonegotiated thenuclearaccord
with then Secretary of State John Kerry sounded
farmore optimisticthanhe hadinrecentmonths
thathe could peelaway America’straditional allies
tobreak Trump’seffortto cutoffIran’srevenues.

Zarifis capitalizing onarenewed enthusiasm
amongsomeofthealliesto pushbackatwhatthey
term bullying by Washington to sever ties with
Iran simply because Trump decided to forsake

report

tradewith.'

thenuclearpact. Allthe other signatories to the
agreement— Britain, China, France, Germany, Iran
and Russia—havevowedtostandbyit, NYTadded.
European Union foreign policy chiefFederica
Mogherinisaid this past week, “No sovereign
country ororganization canacceptthatsomebody
else decides withwhom you are allowed to do

She predicted thatthe financial arrangements
couldbeinplacebefore Trumpissuesthenextsetof
sanctionsin November,aimed atbanks, businesses
and countriesthatconductbusinesswith Tehran.

Atthe coreoftheagreementthatlranand Europe
aretryingto forgeisamechanism for paying for

NEWS

US: 100s of Migrant Children
Moved under Cover of Darkness to
A'Tent City

The administration of US President Donald Trump
has been shipping undocumented children to an
isolated camp onadesertin West Texas during the night,
accordingtoareport.

Inrecentweeks, children have beentaken thereinthe
middle of the night. The mass transferis partofthe
administration’s attempts to find room for more than
13,000 detained migrant children. More than 1,600
kidshave been shipped to West Texas so farasthe mass
reshufflingisunderway.

“Itiscommon to use influx shelters as done on military
basesinthe past,and theintentistousethesetemporary
facilities only aslongasneeded,” Evelyn Stauffer, a
spokeswoman for the Health and Human Services
Department, was quoted as sayinginaNew York Times
report.

Stauffer further called forameliorationin the United
States’ “brokenimmigration system”.

“The number of families and unaccompanied alien
children apprehended are a symptom of the larger
problem, namely abrokenimmigration system,” she
stated,addingthat “theiragesand thehazardousjourney
theytake make unaccompaniedalien childrenvulnerable
tohuman trafficking, exploitationand abuse. Thatiswhy
H.H.S.joinsthe presidentin callingon Congresstoreform
thisbrokensystem”.

US Warship Sails near Chinese
Islands as'Trade War Rageson

AUSNavywarshipsailed near Chinese-claimedislandsin
the South ChinaSea,accordingtoaUSofficial,amove that
isexpected tointensify already high-runningtensions
betweenthe two sidesamidagrowingtrade war.

The close pass took place on Sunday, when the USS
Decatur guided-missile destroyer traveled within 12
nautical miles of Gavenand]Johnson Reefsinthe Spratly
Islands,anunnamed US official told Reuters.
Itisthelatestinaseries of similar missions by the US
to stop whatit calls China’s plans to limit “freedom
ofnavigation” in the strategic waters, whichactsasa
gatewaytoabout5$ trillioninship-bornetradeeachyear.
While Chinahasrepeatedly denied the US claim, the
official said Washingtonhad no plansto stop the missions.
“We conductroutineand regular freedom-of-navigation
operations,aswehave doneinthe pastand will continue
todointhefuture,”the US officialadded.
Self-sacrificing IRGC forces'
firm resolve to fight terrorism is
appreciable: FM spox

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Ghasemi,
referringtoIran's firmresolve to fightagainst support
and training centers for terrorism, said "we witnessed
thisdeterminationtodayinthe morning onbehalfofthe
self-sacrificing forces of IRGC."
Speakingdurnghisweekly press conference on Monday;,
Ghasemi expressed condolences over Ahvaz terrorist
attackand strongly condemned the tragicincident;
"fightingterrorismrequiresaglobal consensusinorder
tofullyremoveitinthe worldand ourregion,” henoted.
"Wehopethatpetrodollarsand politicaljobberybetween
regional statesand some extremistgroups would not
obstructseriousfightagainstterrorism," hesaid.
Ghasemexpressed gratitudetoallthose who condemned
the terroristattackand conveyed their messages of
condolencesand sympathy to the [ranian people and
government,adding "we consider thisapositive stepin
thefightagainstterrorism."

Iran’s

oilin barter and local

currencies, rather thanin American dollars. The

ideais toroute around the United Statesand

preventitfromblockingfinancial transfers —and

perhaps fromidentifying those involved in the
transactions.
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autumn and the end
of summer, summer
tripsarealso over,and
road and touristcities

have become less

‘lD‘ly prosperous. October
wasalwaysaseason for
thosewhowanttotravel
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Smartization key to make Isfahanideal city

"If we prioritize "the city somartization"in all

A,
olele 4_".\}’
oW fields, surely we willreach to theideal Isfahan,”

Isfahan deputy mayor for transportation and

trafficsaid.

"Technology,innovationand startups exhibition was held
for the firsttime in Isfahan; thisisa greatand important
step toward the creative and innovative ideas," Alireza
Slavatisaid.

Pointingto the necessity ofholding this exhibition, he said,
"Creativity and innovation are two main things that can
helpustoreachagoodresultsand solve the city problems

inthe currentsituation of the economicrecession.”
Referring to the relevance of the creativity to the urban
issues, hesaid, "This exhibition showed thatyoungpeople
areconcerned abouturbanissues.”

Saying thatthe priority of the transportation and traffic
department of the municipality is creating a smart
city,headded, "We supportyoung people, knowledge-
based companies, and non-governmental organization
(NGO) whichhave creative and innovative ideas. we have
provided the suitable situation for everyone who have a
suggestion to make knownhis/heridea."

Aerial firefighting system unveiled in Isfahan

The aerial firefighting system was unveiled in Shahin
Shahr, Isfahan, withthe presence of the Minister of Defense
and Armed Forces Logistics of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Thefirstaerial firefighting system hasbeen designed and
builtby the domestic experts to extinguish wide fire by
usingjetaircrafts.

This system was designed and built with the fire sprinkler
system and compressed air foam and has been installed
onthejetaircrafts. "This system was designed and built
inthe aerospace industry department of the defense
ministry and itis monopolized by the Islamicrepublic of
Iran,” Hatami, the Minister of Defense and Armed Forces
Logistics ofthe Islamic Republic of I[ran said.
"Inthisadvanced system, Alarge amount of water are

stored and carried inthe pressurized reservoirsinsucha
way thatitdoesn’t cause any unwanted effects such as fluid
turbulence and weight change on the flight operations
oftheaircraftand during the rapid discharge; also, the
aircraft's stability is maintained duringand after the rapid
diffusion,” Hatamisaid.

"This system can be installed on various and heavy
aircrafts, they canbe usedto protectthe natural resources
and the environmentofthe country when thereisafirein
allgeographical regionsand various climate conditions of
the country," hesaid. So far, 16 firefighting aircraft stations
havebeenlaunched inthe country,and aboutthreeto five
firefightingjets willbe added to these facilities.

-
The Mayorof Isfahan:

Isfahan passed difficult
situations of water crisis

"Concerningthe crisis thatthe Zayande-Rood Riveris
facingwith, we have to pay attention toall other subjects
suchastourismindustry, publichealth, preservation ofthe
greenspaceand historical thatarebeinginfluenced by the
currentsituation oftheriver;" the mayor of Isfahan said.
"The strong concernaboutproviding water to the city
was somewhatresolved by makingmany attemptsinthe
various departments ofthe municipalitylike city service
departmentand parks and green space organization,
however, unfortunately thereisstillaconcernregarding
the water crisisinthe nextfewyearsaswe willhave more
difficultdaysthanthe currentconditions,” Ghodratollah
Nowrouzisaid.

"Theidealisnotonly flowing the Zayndeh-Rood River,
butalsofillingthe runnels of Isfahan with water; this can
helpsustopreservefivethousand hectares ofgreen spaces
throughoutthecity,andalso preventstheland subsidence
and damagingto 500 hectares ofthe historical texture of

thecity,"he emphasized.

Sayingthatsavingthe flowingofthe Zayande-Rood River
isnotonly for maintaining the green space, tourism
boom, and preservingthe historical heritage, the mayor
of Isfahansaid, "The presence of Zayandeh-Rood River
canalsomaintain people's good health, since thelack of
water in the Gavkhoonilagoon causes the dispersal of
fine-grained sedimentand endangersthe publichealth.”

Pointingoutthatirrigationand preserving 3,700 hectares
ofgreenspaceisnoteasy, henoted, "During the past
months, several thousand water trucks were boughtand
usedtoirrigate and preserve the green space of Isfahan;
now, new decisions should be made in such away that
the mainidentity of Isfahanwill excellently maintained.”
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Police to counter any anti-security move: Iran police

The Iranian Police will counter any economic, social, or other move aimed
atdisrupting the security of the country, said the commander of the
Iranian police on Monday.Iran’s security police won’tletany harm to the
security of the country and will authoritatively resistagainst them, said
Brigadier Hossein Ashatriin the opening ceremony of 17th international
exhibition of police and security equipment.Regarding the Ahvaz terror
attackon September 22, General Ashatarisaid, Tnablindillogical move, the

] terrorists martyred women, children and defenseless people.“Thoughlocated
5000Rials inaturbulentregion, Iran enjoysagood security.
Tuesday,October 2,2018 insecurityintoIran.
No.57

‘Terroragents, which are backed by the US, the Zionist regime and their mercenaries, are after driving

Iranian Official Announces New
Packages for Regulating Currency
6|

Ex-IRGC Commander Warns of Major Punishment
after Monday Missile Strikes against Ahwaz

‘L Former commander of the Islamic Revolution

.. GuardsCorps MohsenRezayee said that the IRGC's

Monday missile strikes on the headquarters of the
terrorists who carried out the September 22 attacks in South-
western Iran was just a flick, warning that a more powerful re-

vengeisinthe offing.

"The IRGC's missile strikes against the terrorists who
conducted the Ahwazattack wasaflick to these criminals.
The major punishmentis onthe way," Rezayee, who is the
secretary of Iran's Expediency Council (EC), wrote on his
twitter page on Monday.

The IRGC fired 6 ballistic ground-to-ground missiles
and launched drone attacks on terrorists' positionsin
Eastern Euphratesregionin Eastern Syriainrevenge for the
September 22 Takfiri terroristattacks in Ahwaz city which
killed dozens of Iranian people.

Duringthe operations codenamed Zarbat-e Moharram (Blow
of Moharram) carried outat2:00 AM (local time) on Monday
the headquarters of Takfiri terrorists near Albu Kamal
regionin Eastern Euphrates was attacked from Kermanshah
province in Western Iran, 570km away from the targets.

The missiles were of Zolfagar and Qiam classes with ranges
of respectively 750kmand 800km. Atleast one of the missiles
boreslogans 'Deathto America’,'Death toIsrael’,'Death to Al
Saud'andaQuranicverse meaning 'fightagainstthe friends of
Satan'.Theytravelled over the Iraqiairspace and hit Eastern
Euphratesregionin Syria.

Also, afew minutes after the missile strikes, 7 IRGC drones
targeted the terrorists' positionsin the region.
Accordingtoreports,heavy damage hasbeeninflicted onthe
terrorists'infrastructures and positions.

26 peoplewerekilled and 69 others were wounded inan
attackby al-Ahwaziyaterroristgroup during the nationwide

military paradesin the Southwestern city of Ahwaz on
September22.

Theterrorists attacked the bystanders watching the annual
Armed Forces' parades, marking the start of the Sacred
Defense Week, commemorating [ranians' sacrifices during
the 8 years ofthe Iraqi imposed war onIranin 1980s, in
disguise of the IRGC and Basij (volunteer) forces, killingand
wounding several people, includinginnocentwomen and
children.

None ofthe officials participating in the military paradesin
Ahwaz city in Khuzestan province was injured in the attack.
The number ofthe terrorists who carried out the attackin
Ahwaz had on September 22 been putat4 by Spokesman
ofthe Iranian Armed Forces Brigadier-General Abolfazl
Shekarchi. The general had explained thatthree ofthem were
killed and thelast one was captured by security forces.
Hetold FNA thatnone of the terrorists could escape, noting
thatotherreportsaboutthe details of the attack are not
confirmed.

Latertheintelligence ministry putthe number ofterroristsat
five, naming them as Ayad Mansouri, Foad Mansouri, Ahmad
Mansouri, Javad Sariand Hassan Darvishiwho wereKkilled on
the scene ofthe clashes with the Iranian security forces after
riddling people with bullets.

Meantime, Head of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
Public Relations Departmentand IRGC Spokesman General
Ramezan Sharifsaid thatthe terrorists who attacked people
duringthe Armed Forces' paradesin Ahwaz were affiliated
toal-Ahwaziya stream which is nourished by Saudi Arabia.
He added thatthe terrorists aimed to overshadow the
magnificence of the Iranian Armed Forces' parades.

General Sharif said that people were also invited to watch
the parades and the terrorists both fired at people and the
Armed Forces.

MP: 8S$bn worth of registered goods so far been imported

Traders have registered import orders worth 35$ billion
onthewebsite ofthe Trade Organization of Iranin the first
sixmonths ofthe currentfiscalyear (March-21Sep 22).
Mohammad Hasannejad, amember of the Parliament’s
Economic Commission, announced the figure in an
interview with IRIBlate Sunday.

However, the official said that only 8$ billion of the
registered goods have so farbeen successfully imported.
The number accounts for nearly one-fourth of the total
orders.The official putthe blame onlack of coordination
between differentbodies responsible forimportsand
exports.Hasannejad expressed concerns that executive
organizations’ unilateral acts have caused several
problemsincluding the spike in smuggling.

“People need their essential goods, no matter to what
levels the agreements between the customs and the
Ministry of Industry have beenimplemented,” he added.
Theresponsiblebodies need tohave abetter concordance,
he stressed.The official warned thataslongasimports
are hurdled by such problems, the inflation hike and the
depreciation of the rial compared to the dollar will also
continue.

The chiefexecutive of Electronic Commerce Development
Center of Iran, who wasalso presentin the press meeting,
said, “one of the mostimportant measures [to tackle
the problem] isto bringregistration data back to the
Integrated System of Certificates (ISC) from the Islamic
RepublicofIran Customs Administration.”



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

