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Iran Steel Qutput to Hit31m

Tons

Iran's nominal steel production capacity is set to
increase to42 million tons perannum by the end ofthe
currentfiscal year on March 20,2020, the chairman of
Iranian Minesand Mining Industries Developmentand
Renovation Organization said.

Theboostin capacity, Khodadad Gharibpouradded,
willalsolead toajumpinthe country’stotal outputtoa
record high of 31 milliontons perannumbyMarch 2021,
IRNAreported.

The country’s currentsteel production capacity stands
at37.5milliontons peryear. It produced 27.5 million
tons of steel during the last fiscal year (ended March
2020).

Gharibpourreferred to the vital role of steel sector in
thejob marketand about 200,000 people are directly
involvedinthe steelindustry.

“Eachdirectjobinthe industry—fromthe mining sector
tothe end ofthe processing chain—leadstothe creation
of 17 indirectjob opportunities,” he said.

Iran aims to become the world’s sixth largest steel
produceras per the 20-Year Vision Plan, which targets
annual production capacity expansion to 55 million
tonsand 20-25 milliontons of exports peryearby 2025.
AccordingtoarecentreportbyIranian Mines and
Mining Industries Development and Renovation
Organization on the development of under-
construction steel production units, a total 0f 19.1
million tons will be added to Iran’s annual steel
production capacity by the time the development ofall
theseunitsiscompleteinthefiscal 2023-24.

The addition 0f19.1 million tons by the time the under-
construction projects come on stream to the current
capacity means the aggregate output capacity will
reach 54.1 million tons by March 2024, only 900,000
tons shortof the target, for reaching which Iranian
steelmakerswill have one more year.

World's 10th Biggest Producer

Accordingto thelatestreportreleased by the World
Steel Association, Iranian steel mills produced a total
of 13.89 million tons of crude steel during the first half
0f2020toregistera10.2%rise compared with the
corresponding period of2019.

Iran remains the world’s 10th biggest crude steel
producer.

The countryis placed between Brazil (ninth) with 14.24
milliontons of productionin H1 and Vietnam (11th)
with 10.85 million tons.

The country'sJune outputstood at 2.43 million tons to
witnessayear-on-year growth of 5.3%,according to the
Brussels-based international trade body for theironand
steelindustry.

Iran’s crude steel outputstood at 31.9 million tons in
2019, according to Worldsteel, up 30.1% YOY.
Crudesteelisdefined assteelinitsfirstsolid (or usable)
form:ingotsand semi-finished products (billets,blooms
and slabs). Thisisnotto be confused with liquid steel,
whichissteel poured.

Export Capacityat$4bp.a.

[ran’s steel export capacity currently hovers around $4
billionperyear.

Accordingto the Iranian Steel Producers Association's
latestreport, 2.23 million tons of finished and semi-
finished steel products were exported from Iran during
the firstfour months ofthe currentIranian year (March
20-July 21), registeringa 31.83% decrease compared
with the similar period oflast year.

Semi-finished steel made up 1.66 million tons or more
than 74.46% ofthe total exportvolume toregistera23%
year-on-year drop.

Billetand bloom had thelion’s share of semis exports
with anaggregate of 1.34 million tons to marka 2%
decline YOY. Slab followed with 322,000 tons, down
59%YOY.

Exportsoffinished steel products decreased 49% YOY
toreach 571,000 tons.
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Iran to Build 2nd Oceanic Port Along
Makran Coast

[ran’s Portsand Maritime Organizationis planningto

buildanewoceanicportonMakran Coastinthesouthern

HormozganProvinceandhascurrentlylaunchedstudies

&4/@;!

ISFAHAN

“This new port
will be Iran's

second oceanic

N E W S port after
NEWS Chabaharinthe
_IEE  southeastern
province of  Sistan-
Baluchestan and
accommodate larger

vessels,” Chief Executive of
PMO Mohammad Rastad
was quotedassayingbyFars
NewsAgency.

The official noted that the
organization is mostly
focused on building a
container port with a
capacity to handle the
region’sthroughputwithout
reducing the share of other
ports like Chabahar or
Shahid Rajaee.

Yet, the facility could alsobe
designed tosimultaneously
handlewholesale cargosand
essentialgoods.

“We wantthe portto have
easy and quick access to
different transportation
modes. With properaccess
torailandroad routes, the
envisaged portcould turn
intotheregion’stransitand
transshipmenthub,” Rastad
said.

“The construction of this
new portisestimated totake
around fiveyears.”
'Undiscovered Treasure'
ThestrategicMakranregion
hasattracted the attention
of many Iranian decision-
makersandmilitaryofficials,
particularly after Leader
of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah  Seyyed Ali
Khameneistressed theneed
fordevelopingtheregion.

In 2014, in a meeting
with high-ranking Navy
commanders, Ayatollah
Khameneisaid theissue of
thedevelopmentofMakran
Coast is a major task and
plans forthatregionshould
becarried outmorerapidly.

Ayatollah Khamenei
has called the region an
“undiscovered treasure”.
In 2008, he said Iran has
focusedall ofitsattention on
the Persian Gulfandignored
“ourenormouswealthinthe
SeaofOman”.
Thisbody of water, he noted,
is “the backbone of the
Persian Gulfand determines
itsfate”.

SeaTrade Potential
Makran is a semi-desert
coastal strip stretched
alongsoutheasternIranto
Pakistan’s Balochistan and
bordersthe coasts of Persian
Gulfand SeaofOman.

The Iranian partof Makran
Coast,borderingthetwon
provinces of Hormozgan
and Sistan-Baluchestan, has
beenearmarkedasaprime
locationfor development, as
itslocationmakesitideal for
becomingacommercial hub
insouthernlran.
Theregionhashigh potential
forseatrade.Itcanprovide
IranwithaccesstotheIndian
Oceanbyactingasanoutlet
forlandlocked countriesin
Southand Central Asia, while
providing an alternative
route to deliver goods to
Iranbypassing the Strait of
Hormuz.

The Special Plan for
Development of Makran
Regionincludesthreelong-
termhorizonsby2020,2030
and 2040.

The governmenthas come
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up with astrategic plan for
thedevelopmentofMakran
Coast, by settingguidelines
to achieve sustainable
developmentoftheregion
and benefititsindigenous
people while lowering
socialand environmental
damage, astheareaboasts
awiderange ofinvestment

opportunities.
It estimates that
development projects

plannedby differentbodies,
such as the ministries of
agriculture,industries and
roads, will increase the
population of the region
to onemillion by the end of
2020by creatingnew jobs
and makingtheregionmore
attractive.

The plan assures fair
distribution of businesses
and population to prevent
centralization.Italsoaims
to create “endogenous
development”asopposedto
“exogenousdevelopment”.
PMO's Latest Report on
Iranian Port Traffic
PMO'slatestreportonthe
throughput of Iran's main
commercial ports shows
Iran’s 21 major ports
handled 38.41 million tons
of goods in the first four
monthsofthe currentfiscal
year (March 20-July 21),
down 28.06% compared to
thesameperiod oflastyear.
Non-oil goods accounted
formorethan25.15million
tonsofthetotal throughput,

which was down 34.35%
year-on-year. Theremaining
13.26 million tons were
oil products, registeringa
12.06%decline.

Container loading and
unloadingreached 425,899
TEUs, marking a 39.7%
decline.

Closeto 16.48 million tons
of goods were exported
and over 10.49 million tons
imported, registering a
33.14%and 8.98% decline
respectively YOY.
Anestimated 842,258tonsof
goodswereintransitduring
the same period, down
49.04%.

The 21 ports under
PMO review include the
southern ports of Abadan,
Imam Khomeini, Bushehr,
Khorramshahr, Genaveh,
Bandar Lengeh, Chavibdeh,
Arvandkenar, Charakand
Dayyer offthe Persian Gulf.
Shahid Rajaee, Shahid
Bahonar,Qeshmand Tiabare
atthe mouth ofthe Strait of
Hormugz, Jaskand Chabahar
border the Oman Sea
coastline, whilethenorthern
ports of Fereydounkenar,
Noshahr, Astara, Amirabad
and Anzaliarelocated along
the Caspian Sea.

More than 139.65 million
tons of goods wereloaded
andunloadedviatheportsin
thelastIranianyear (March
2019-20) toregisterarise of
0.17% compared totheyear
before.

Iran sets condition for India’s presence
at Chabahar Project

“Indians have not been left
outofChabahar Portproject
and they are still keen to
investinthe portbutlranhas
setconditions for continuing
the cooperation,” the head
oflran's Portsand Maritime
Organization Mohammad
Rastatold ILNA.

SpeakingtoILNA, Rastad said
IranandIndiaare eagertohave
long-termcooperationbutlran
hassetits own conditions. He
said rumorsand allegations
on China’sarrival to Chabahar
Port and the elimination of

Indiansfromtheprojectsinthe
portarebaseless.

He reacted to claims on the
report that Iran and India
have terminated cooperation
at Shahid Beheshti Port of
Chabahar, saying currently
the temporary contract
with Indian companiesisin
underway and in the main
and final contract, Indians
have undertaken to provide
equipmentfortheportandthe
firstbatch of portequipment
includingmobile cranesistobe
imported by theyearend.

What's News

Iranbeginsgas
extractionfrom
JSrdplatformof
South Parsphase

13

Platform 13C, the third
platform of Phase 13 of
Iran’s South Pars Gas
Field’'s development
project, officially started
sendinggastotherefinery,
Pars Oiland Gas Company
(POGC)whichisincharge
ofdevelopingthe gasfield
announced.

Payam Motamed, the
operator of Phase 13 of
developing South Pars,
putthevolume of sentgas
fromthis platformto the
onshorerefinery at400
million cubic feet, Shana
reported.

According to Motamed,
thisplatformis connected
through an 18-inch
pipelineto Platform 134,
andthe gasextracted from
the13Cissenttothe 13A
through the mentioned
pipeline after whichitis
transmitted totherefinery.
Hesaid thatthe Platform
13Cof South Pars, along
with all its accessories,
including jacket,
communication tower,
andtorchstructure,weighs
about7,000tons.

This platform was built
in Bushehr Yard and
the installation and
commissioning stages
of this platform were all
carried out by domestic
expertsandengineers.
Motamed putthe current
capacity of Phase 13
offshore platformsat43
million cubic meters per
dayandsaidthat28.5mcm
of this figure is related
to the two platforms of
13B and 13D from the
first phase of this project
which started operating
two years ago.“The new
platform hasadded 14.2
million cubicmeterstothe
previous 28.5 mcm,” he
said.Pointing to the 13A
platform, whichisthelast
platform of Phase 13, the
official said “This platform
isthelastlinkincompleting
the production chain in
the South Pars Phase 13
development project,
and after completing
its development the gas
extraction capacity of this
phasewillreach 56 million
cubic meters.”Platform
13C was installed on
its designated offshore
spotin early March.The
firstplatform of Phase 13
(namely 13B) wasinstalled
onitsdesignated offshore
spot in early December
2018and the mentioned
platform along with the
secondone (13D) became
operationalinlateJanuary
2019.
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Amir-
Abdollahian:
UAE-Israelitie
normalization
strategicmistake
[ranian Parliament
Speaker's Special Aide
for International Affairs
Amir-Abdollahianmetand
held talks with Palestinian
Ambassador to Tehran
Salah Zavavion the UAE-
Israelnormalizingties.
Criticizingthe UAE'smove
tonormalizeitsrelations
with the Zionistregime,
Amir-Abdollahian said
that the UAE's act to
normalizerelations with
the Zionist regime is a
strategicmistake, and the
UAE government must
acceptresponsibility for
allitsconsequences.

He emphasized the
solidarity of the Islamic
Republicoflranwith the
Palestinian people, saying
thatIranian Parliament
Speakerinan official letter
asked the parliament
speakers of the Islamic
countries to condemn
theaction ofthe UAE and
supporttheinalienable
rights of the Palestinian
people.

Palestinian ambassador,
forhis part, criticized the
UAE'streacherousactto
normalize its relations
with the Zionistregime,
saying that Palestine
strongly condemns this
UAE-Israelnormalizing
tiesand calls on the UAE
to back down from this
historicmistake.
Appreciating the stance
of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, he called on all
countries ofthe world to
showtheircommitmentto
supportingthe Palestinian
issue,justlikeIran.

The Israeli regime and
the UAE have reached
a deal that will lead to
full normalization of
diplomatic  relations
between the two sides,
inanagreementthatUS
President Donald Trump
apparentlyhelpedbroker.
The move has ignited
international outcry. The
Iranian Foreign Ministry
vehemently condemned
the move, calling it an
instance of “strategic
folly” thatwill only end up
strengtheningtheregional
resistance front.

[ranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf in an
official letter urged
parliament speakers of
all Islamic countries
to strongly condemn
the UAE-Zionist tie
normalization and use
all their parliamentary
measures and initiatives
to oppose this shameful
agreement.

Iranian Al Solutions on Par

[ [
with Foreigners: VP
Iran’s Vice Presidentfor Science and Technology Sorena Sattari said
domesticstart-ups have made such great progressin developing

wouldsoon enteracompetition with the world’stop-notch countries
inthe Alfield.“Of course, itmustbe mentioned thatevenatpresent,a
seriesof productsand services provided by the Iranian technological
companiesactiveintheartificial intelligence fields can compete with
thesimilarforeign products,”thevice presidentadded. Acomparison
with theadvanced countriesin the Al arena, such as China, shows

sectors.Iranian enterprises can
employ the online Al software to
optimizetheir productsand offer
higher-quality services with the
analysisof customers’ feedback,
Sattariexplained.He pointed to

artificialintelligence technologies thattheir productsare competing
with foreign ones.Inaceremonyheld in Tehran on Saturday, Sattari
unveiled two homegrown Al systems and an artificial intelligence
productdeveloped bylocal expertsand commercialized under the
patronage ofthe Vice Presidency for Scienceand Technology.

Addressing the event, Sattari highlighted the administration’s
supportforthe Al companies and the targeted projects setup for
developmentofartificial intelligencein the country, hopingthatIran

thatthe Iranian-made products developed by thelocal knowledge-
based companies are comparable with the foreign ones, he noted,
accordingto the government’s official website.The vice president
alsohighlighted the greatcontribution thatthe Al solutionsmaketoa
broadrangeofdomesticbusinesses,sayingthey canbe utilized fortext-
to-speech programs, face detection technology,analysis of emotions,
detection ofriskatthe heavyindustry factories,and tens of others

US dealt with "unprecedented" blow at
UNSC: Official

Presidential Office chief of staff
Mahmoud Vaezisaid the US was dealt
with "unprecedented" blow atthe United

Nations Security Council whenitgotone

yesvote outof 15 member states.

Last June, the White
House announced
thatitwould presenta
resolutiontothe UNSC
toextend Iran’s arms
embargo, which was
roundly turned down
onAugust15.0nlythe USand
Dominican Republicgaveayes
tothedraftresolution.
MahmoudVaezisaidinalive TV
programon Saturday evening
thatthe questioniswhy came
over the USgovernmentthat
seesitselfabigpower.
Vaezisaid thstsince Trump
took office, he has made
numerous mistakesinvarious
fields, including the way and
depthofrelationswithUSallies
and hisapproach toward US
domesticissues.

He added that Trump's
popularityhasfalleninthe past
threeyearsand his problems
increased; the USgovernment
didverybadlyin fightagainst
COVID-19andtherehavebeen
protestsinall overthe USover
thepasttwomonthsand many
otherissues.

Thereare 70dayslefttothe US
election day and polls show
that Trumpwilllose,sonowhe
embarked onapopulistmove
to escape theimpasse, Vaezi
said,addingthatUS createda
media hype thatwenton 50
daysand thoughtthat when
theytakethedraftresolutionto
the UNSC, all countrieswould
follow it and extend arms
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embargo onIran. Then, they
couldsellittothe Americansas
abigachievement.
TheUShadneverhad "sucha
humiliating defeat". Now the
White House intends to use
anagreement, whichitisnota
participantin, hesaid.

The US claims thatitisstilla
partof UNSCR2231and can
invoke snapbackclause.
Before Iran says anything,
China, Russia, and European
trioannounced in statements
thatthe US deductionhasno
legal bases and also UNSC
members one by one wrote
lettersto say thatthey donot
acceptUSdemand, Vaezisaid.
Headded thatthe US claims
thatthe sanctions will come
back in 30 days, whereas
theperiod startsafterall the
sessionsofthe memberstates
areheld and proceduresare
followed. Now, the 4+1 have
notaccepted the US claims;
the UNSCdoesnotacceptit;
and basically, the USisnota
participanttothedeal.

One concernof Trumpisthat

when his governmentis over,
and Democrats take the office
inthe White House, they may
comebacktothe]CPOA.Soheis
tryinghisbesttototally destroy
thedeal, hesaid.

Headded thatthe Europeans
clearly intend to keep the
deal; theyare willing do their
commitments, but their
banks and private sectors
are interwoven with the US
economyand thattheyhavea
huge marketin the US. When
Trump openly threatens
them, they see the contrast
of interests.After a week
after the humiliating defeat,
Pompeo himself came on
stagetourgethe UNtorestore
all sanctions on Iran by the
snapbackinvocationaccusing
[rantohaveviolateditsJCPOA
commitments.
Pompeodeliveredaletterto
the UN on Friday for snapback
invocation against Iran in
ordertobringbackin 30 days
the sanctions lifted by the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Actionandthe UNSCR 2231,

four permanentand nine non-
permanent members ofthe
Security Council declared that
Washington'sdemand hasno
legalbasis.

In the first 24 hours after
Pompeo delivered a letter,
four permanentand nine non-
permanent members of the
Security Council voiced that
Washington'sdemand hasno
legalbasis.
Vaezisaidallthedevelopments
of the past 24 hours were
beneficial to Iran and the
JCPOA.

He added thattherelations
between Iran with Chinaand
Russia are in a way that the
JCPAOlinksthemtolran.
[ran'srelationswith Chinaand
Russiaareverydeep,hesaid.
Regarding the trip of Head
ofthe International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) Rafael
Grossi to Iran that is to be
made this week, Vaezi said
thetrip willbe madetoreach
aframework to answer the
questionsaboutIran'snuclear
activities.

Buying Iranian
missiles'agood
idea'for Venezuela:
Maduro

Venezuelan PresidentNicolasMaduro called
the purchase of missiles fromIrana“good

idea",instructing defense ministerto follow

uptheissue.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro on
Saturday saiditwould bea “goodidea” to
lookintobuyingmissiles fromIran,adayafter
Colombiasaid Venezuelawas considering
such a plan amid growing ties between
Caracasand Tehran, Reutersreported.

“Ithadnotoccurredtome,ithad notoccurred
to us,” Maduro said during a televised

planasecret.

broadcastwithcabinetmembers,instructing
Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino to follow
upandjokinglytellinghis cabinettokeep the

“Padrino,whatagoodidea, tospeakwithIran
tosee whatshort, mediumandlongrange
missilestheyhave,andifitis possible, given
thegreatrelationswehavewithIran”
Iranian officialshave notyetreacted to this
newsand Maduro'sremarks.

the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology’s serious support
for the homegrown technologies,
saying hundreds of Al companiesand
start-upshave comeinto existence inrecent

years,some of whichhave improved so dramatically that
theyhave employed hundreds of programmersand staffers.

NEWS

Iranian diplomat voices concern
over Kabul attacks

The Iranian Foreign Minister'sassistantand special
envoy for Afghanistan, Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian,
has expressed concernaboutthe spread ofinsecurity
in Afghanistan after three attackskilled several Afghan
security forces on Saturday.

Taherian voiced concern aboutthe escalation of
insecurity in Afghanistan, particularly over the bomb
explosionsinKabul.

“Establishment of peace and stabilityisnot only a
publicdemand from people, the government, and
various currents of Afghanistan, butanecessity in
the course of promotion of regional cooperation and
achievement of collective security,” he added.

The Iranian diplomat also pointed to the recent
measures approved by the consultative LoyaJirga for
peacein Afghanistan, stressed the need to prepare
the ground for holding the intra-Afghannegotiations
with the purpose ofachievingan agreement, and
expressed the [slamic Republic of Iran’s readiness for
cooperationinlaunchingthe negotiations.

Senator says US cannot trigger
snapback

Elizabeth Warren, a US senator from Massachusetts,
says that the United States cannot restore UN
sanctionsagainstlran.

Warren, whoisalso aformerlaw professor, took to
Twitter toreact to the recent claims made by the
Trump Administration regarding the snapback
mechanism.

“Reality check: Only participantsin the #IranDeal can
reimpose UN sanctions on Iran, but Trump withdrew
fromit,” she wrote on Sunday.

Warrennoted thatthe policiesadopted by the Trump
administration have onlyled to USisolation in the
international arena.

“The Trump Iran policy makes usless safe & more
isolated from our allies. Let’s rejoin the nuclear
agreement & getIranbackinto compliance.”

The USsentaletter on Thursday to the UN Security
Council requesting to initiate the “snapback”
mechanism, which allows a participantto the JCPOA
toseekreimpositionagainstIran of UN sanctionslifted
underthenucleardeal.

Washington has taken the move following its failure
lastweek atthe UN Security Councilinits attempt
to extend arms embargo on Iran which will expire in
Octoberinaccordance with Resolution 2231.

The US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has threatened
to punish those countries that opposeits effort tore-
impose sanctions onIran.

Iran, China, and Russia have described the move as
illegal while US allies have alsorejected the bid.
Inajointstatementon Thursday the foreign ministers
of France, Germany and the United Kingdom, whose
countries are signatory to the 2015 nuclear deal
(JCPO),issued ajointstatementsaying they cannot
supportthe United States’action in triggering the
snapback mechanismbecause the U.S.isnolongera
participanttothe JCPOA.

Lavrov:

US plantorestore Iran
sanctionstoerode UNSC’s

authority

The USattempttorestore sanctions onIran mighttriggeraserious
scandal atthe UN Security Council and eventually undermine its
authority, said the Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov.

"We are working with our US partners and other Security Council
membersin New Yorkand in capitals. We understand that the vast
majority ofnationsrealize theincorrectnessand counter-productivity
ofthisattempt,’ Lavrovsaidinaninterviewwith Rossiya-1 TV channel,

Tassreported.

Accordingtothe transcriptoftheinterview, posted on the Russian
Foreign Ministry’s website, Lavrov expects the United States to try
torestoreinternational binding sanctions againstIran "byusing

legalistic, quasi-juridicial methods."

"Itwillproduce noresultanyway,butitmighteventuallyleadtoa
veryseriousscandalandariftwithinthe UN Security Council,and,
inthe finalanalysis,undermineitsauthority,"headded. Russia’s
top diplomatrecalled that Washington withdrew from the Joint
Comprehensive PlanofAction (JCPOA) onIran’snuclearprogram

bydescribingitasa‘bad deal.

"Thethingisthatone ofthe statesbehind the consensusresolution
onlran’snuclearprogramannounced thatitwould notcomply with
the obligationsithad undertaken, butatthe same time demanded
thatothersfollowitsrecommendations," Lavrovsaid.
“[They]announced thatno one can stop the United Stateswhen it
would decide to punishIran forallegedly violating the agreement
from which the UShad withdrawn. Sounds paradoxical and quite
clumsy, butthisishowitis," Lavrovsaid.
"The USdeclared thatitwould notcomply withits obligations-notto
imposenewsanctionsonlran, toliftthe existingrestrictionsandlet
thelslamicRepublicofIran participate fullyininternational tradeand
economicexchanges. The United Statessaid theywerenotgoingtodo
thisand, whatis more, will prohibiteveryone else from doingthisin

relation
withIran."

Lavrovalsorecalled the USattemptto "modernize" the JCPOA,
includingby extending the arms embargo on Iran, which expiresin
October2020.




Irantoboost defense power whetherornotsanctionslifted

The Head of [ran Aviation Industries Organizationasserted “We are not waiting for the
liftingof sanctionstostrengthen our defense power,andalsoweare planningto cooperate
withother countriesinthefield of exports.”

Whilespeakinginalive IRIBTV program, Brigadier General Afshin Khajeh Fardreferred to
thefactthatIranranksfourteenthamongpowerful military countries,addingthatthis status
demonstratesIran'smilitary powerintheworld.

Describing dronesas one of the indicators of all countries' air combat capability, he also mentioned,
“International organizationshaverankedIranfifthamongother countriesinthefield of drones.”

Hailing Defense Ministry’sinitiativenessin designs of engines and aircraft,headded thatthe domesticdesigns can
helpthe countryperformbetteronthebattlefield because the enemywillbe unable tounderstand the mechanism
ofthehomegrown products.
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Morning call to prayer:

MP

Arepresentative of the Al-

Fath Coalitionin the Iraqi
B Parliament said closing a
dealwiththe UStokeepthe
AmericantroopsinIraqwill
nothelp preserve peaceand
stability in the country.In
aninterview with Arabic-
a language Almaalomah
newsagency on Saturday,
Abdul-Amir Najmreacted
to Iraqi Prime Minister

05:08:07 Mustafa  Al-Kadhimi’s
isi he US, saying, "Al-
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Evening call to prayer:

19:55:50

WEATHER

High:36°c
Low:15%

Iraqiparliament's decision
towithdraw UStroops from
the country, but we are
witnessinganagreement
between Baghdad and
Washington to keep US
troops in Iraq for three
years."He stressed thatthe
deal withthe UStoallowits
troopstostayinlraqisinfact
the extension of occupation
oflragandisnotacceptable.

Iran to Build 2nd Oceanic Port Along
Makran Coast

US extremists try to block US comeback to
JCPOA: Analyst

Chinese analysts: US notlegally authorized to
re-impose Iran sanctions

which have trade exchange with Iran, Shisaid.
In a related development, Fan Hongda-
professorat Shanghai International Studies
University- says when the US withdrew
unilaterally from the international deal, aka
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),

Muslim-Christian Understandingat Georgetown
University in Washington DC, told IRNA thatthe
Dominican Republicthataccompanied the USin
itsfirstattemptinthe UNSCtoreinstate sanctions
onlranhaskeptsilentaboutthe second attempt

sanctions onIranany way they can. sofar.

Anumber of Chinese analysts have criticized the United Shireen Hunter, US senior foreign policy analyst said that

the US extremists try to block US comeback to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Actionand US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeoisamongthose willing to restore all United Nations

Statesforits pushtoactivate the so-called trigger mechanism

andre-impose sanctions againstIran.

The analysts told IRNA that the US does not
have thelegal authority to demand the return
of sanctions,addingthatits efforts againstIran
areillegaland inexcusable.

Theybelieve thatthe US anti-Iran moves are
partofits domineering policy inline with
Washington-builtorder for the world.

Yang Shi, aresearcher at Beijing International
Education Institute (BIEI), in his interview
with IRNA said thatthe USanti-Iranmoveisan
unreasonable measure thatwill bearno fruits.
Shi called on otherworld countries to stand up
against US domination.

Recently, the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) reviewed the anti-Iran resolution
proposed by the USandrejected it.

When the US President Donald Trump left the
July 2015 nuclear dealin May 2018, he lost
all opportunities for approving resolutions
againstIran, Shisaid.

The researcher censured the US for
threatening other countriesincluding Russia
and Chinawhich have openlybeen againstits
resolution.

US may also sanction Chinese companies

itwould benolongeramember of the deal,
soitwillnothave rights the same as other
signatories have within the framework of the
JCPOA.

The Global disagreement with the US trigger
mechanismisapunishmentforthe UStreason
againsttheinternational norms, Hongda
noted.

As,heunderlined, the world society cannot
tolerate Trump's dangerous measures which
he takesto ensure his owninterests.

Intoday world, all should cooperate to bring
aboutpeace to the world and resist those
countries which are after domination, he
added.Another Chineseresearcher, Li Haidong
told IRNA thatthe disagreement with the US
measures showthatworld countries are after
formation ofanew world order whichisnot
dominated by the USand isbased onjustice
and balance.

Haidong, who isresearcher at Institute of
International Relations, said Chinaand Russia
stand againstthe US decisions taken based on
itsownorder.

The analysts believed thatIranisnotto be
intimated by the sanctions.

Trump administration is seeking to restore
allUN sanctions onIrananyway it can,but 13
membersofthe UN Security Councilhave opposed
Washington's request, said Shireen Hunter
speakingto[RNA.

Last]June, the White House announced thatit
would presentaresolutiontothe UNSCto extend
[ranarms embargo, whichwasroundly turned
downonAugust 15.0nly the USand Dominican
Republicgaveayestothedraftresolution.
Afteraweek, Pompeo himself came on stage to
urge the UN torestoreall sanctions on Iran by
the snapbackinvocationaccusingIrantohave
violated itsJCPOA commitments.
Pompeodeliveredalettertothe UN on Friday for
snapbackinvocationagainstIraninordertobring
backin 30 days the sanctionslifted by the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action and the UNSCR
2231, four permanentand nine non-permanent
members ofthe Security Council declared that
Washington'sdemandhasnolegalbasis.

Hunter, aresearch professoratthe Center for

Huntersaiditseemsevenifthe UNSCrejectsthe
issue,theUSwillkeeptryingtorestoresanctions
onlranusingotherpretexts.
Answeringaquestionabouthow USinsistence
onreturningthe sanctionand other countries'
rejectingitwill affectthe UNSC, she said itneed
tobetakeninto consideration thatthe UNSChas
alwaysbeenunderbigpowers'influence fromday
oneand thatthereisvetorightinit, which shows
thisinternationalbodyisnotindependent.
Sayingthe UNSCissuccessful whenits permanent
membersagreewitheachotheraboutanissue,she
addedthatthe questioniswhetherornottheother
powers, like China, Russianand European States
arewillingto counterthe US effectivelyaboutIran.
Therefore,itisnotunlikely thatthe US try what
she called extra-legislative veto toreachits goal,
shesaid.

The professor at Georgetown University in
Washington DCsaid thatthe European statesare
now more than before worried abouttensions
withlranandatthesametime, theyarenotwilling
tosuffermoreeconomicloss.

Major Museumsiteto
openinArdebil byyear-

end

Director General of Cultural Heritage,
Handicraftsand Tourism Organization
of Ardebil northwestern province,
saidthatthegreatestIranian museum
site willopen by year-end (Iranian
yearendsonMarch20,2021).Ancient
Site of Shahar Yeriarchaeologicalsite
knownas Shahar Yeriislocated 65 Km
fromArdebiland 31 Kilometersineast
ofMeshgin-shahrnextto Qarasuriver.

Theareaofthishistoricregionis400
hectaresis constituted of three parts
namely military fortress, temple
and Qoshatappeh. Nader Fallahin
a meeting with the Governor of
Meshginshahrin Ardebil Province
said thatinaddition to the excavation
site, thereare substantial measuresin
thefield ofinfrastructureandbuilding
access to the area.The province
has enormous tourist resorts and
beautiful sight-seeings for the tourists
andis considered one of the tourism
destinationsinthe countryandplays

animportantroleinimplementing
different tourism projects and
infrastructure development, hesaid.
Meshginshahrin Ardebil Province,
northwesternlranisarichregionin
termsofpaleontologyandarcheology.
Apartfromthehistoricalmonuments
and the thousands-of-years-old
epitaphs, scores of eight-thousand-
year-old figurines existin Shahar Yeri.
Shahar Yeriis the vastesthistorical
areaof Ardebil provinceanditisone
ofthemostimportantancientsiteson
northwesternIran.

Iran Releases
Ukrainian Plane’s
Flight Recorder Data

The Civil Aviation Organization of [ran
disclosed datafrom the blackboxes
ofaUkrainian passenger plane that
crashednear TehraninJanuary.

Speakingatapress conference on
Sunday,Head of Iran’s Civil Aviation
Organization ToorajDehganireleased
aseriesofdataretrieved from the
cockpitvoicerecorder (CVR) and the
flightdatarecorder (FDR)intheblack
boxes of the Ukrainian passenger
planethatwas shotdown by mistake

near Tehran.Theblackboxeshadbeen
takento Parisforanalysis.Dehganisaid
itisnotcustomaryforthetechnicaland
expertdataofaerial accidentstobe
madepublicinanindependentreport,
buttheIranianpresidenthasordered
torelease theinformationaboutthe
Ukrainian plane incident with full
transparency.The blackboxeswere
readin Franceunderthe Civil Aviation
Organization of Iran’s supervision
and under the auspices of French
authorities, and representatives
from the US (manufacturer of the
jetliner), Ukraine, France, Canada,
the UKand Sweden were involved in

the process,headded.Theincident
investigation team has found outthat
theblockboxhasstopped recording
theflightdataat06:14:56 asamissile
with proximity fuze had exploded,
Dehqanisaid, noting thatbefore the
explosion, the airliner was flyingin
normal conditions.Theblackboxhas
recordedall soundsin the cockpit for
19secondsafterthemissile explosion,
hesaid, notingthatathree-strongcrew
ofpilots,includingaflightinstructor,
wereaware of theabnormalsituation
and had been trying to control and
operate the plane until the last
moment.
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