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Agrifood Exports Up6% YOY to
$1.7 Billion in Four Months

Iran exported 2.54 million tons of agricultural and
food products worth $1.73 billion during the first
four months of the current fiscal year (March 20-
July 21).

The figuresindicatea 19.75% and 6.14% rise in
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tonnage and value respectively compared with
lastyear’s corresponding period, the Agriculture
Ministry’s website reported.

Freshand dried pistachio topped thelist ofexports
intermsofvalue, as the country exported $198.14
million worth ofitduring the four-month period.
Tomato was the second major agricultural export
productinterms of value with $135.27 million,
followed by watermelon with $110.42 million,
apple with $53.26 million, tomato paste with $49.56
millionand potato with $30.61 million.

Interms oftonnage, watermelons topped the list
with 499,050 tons, followed by tomatoes with
288,690 tons, potatowith 153,430 tons, apples with
142,090 tons and melonswith 109,020 tons.
Agronomical products accounted for 1.72 million
tons worth $701.88 million of total exports, up
10.27% in terms of tonnage and down 7.76% in
terms of value year-on-year.

Horticultural exports stoodat515,850 tons worth
$660.12 million, up 66.05% and 28.84% in tonnage
andvaluerespectively YOY.
Exportsoflivestockand poultry products stood at
268,170 tons worth $289.82 million, up 23.98% in
tonnageand down 1.58% invalue YOY.
Theveterinary sector exported 106 tons of products
worth $535,000,up 65.71% intonnage and down
38.14%invalue YOY.

The fisheries sector exported 33,010 tons worth
$70.38 million, postingan increase 0f4.96% and
26.36%intonnage and valuerespectively YOY.
Exports from the forestand rangeland sector hit
5,470 tons worth $8.78 million, up 6.26% and
25.19%intonnage and valuerespectively YOY.
According to Mehrdad Jamal Orangi, the deputy
head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration for technical affairs, Iraq, China,
Afghanistan, Russiaand the UAE were the main
exportdestinations of Iran's agrifood products
duringthe period underreview,Mehr News Agency
reported.

The official noted that trade limitations caused by
the spread of Covid-19 have notimpeded Iran's
agrifood exports.

28% Declinein Imports

Importsduringthe four-month period stood at8.97
million tonsworth $3.48 billion, indicatinga 3.85%
growthintonnagebuta28.01% decrease invalue
year-on-year.

Feed cornhad the biggestshareintotalimportsin
terms of value with $839.92 million, followed by
wheatwith $555.61 million, semi-and whole-milled
rice with $319.35 million, soymeal with $239.65
million and raw sugar with $191.81 million.
Intermsoftonnage, feed corntopped imports with
2.73 million tons, followed by wheat with 2 million
tons, barley with 698,460 tons, raw sugar with
541,410tonsand soymeal with 533,220 tons.
Agronomical products accounted for 8.58 million
tonsworth $2.9 billion of totalimports, up 6.29% in
tonnageand down 20.79% in value respectively YOY.
Horticultural products stood at 333,260 tons
worth $360.92 million,down 21.73%and 25.3%in
tonnage and valuerespectively YOY.

Imports oflivestockand poultry productshit 39,790
tons worth $172.7 million, down 68.97% and
72.57%intonnage and valuerespectively YOY.

The veterinary sector imported 133 tons worth
$16.21 million,down 75.4% and 23.78% in tonnage
andvaluerespectively YOY.
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Strong Upsurge in Domestic Production of

Home Appliances

The domestic production ofhome appliances during

the first four months of the current Iranian year

(March-20July 21) hasincreased significantly year-

on-year, latest statistics released by the Ministry of

Industries, Miningand Trade show.
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About 289,500
washing
machines were
produced during
the period,
which indicate

I 269.9%growth

compared with
thesimilarperiod oflastyear;
[RNAreported.
Atotalof341,500televisions
were manufactured from
March 20 to July 21, to
registera61.2% year-on-
year rise. Some 341,500
refrigerators and freezers
were produced during the
sameperiod,up 12% YOY.
“Lastyear, the production
of small appliances,
refrigeratorsand television
sets posted a year-on-
year growth of 12%, 12%
and 3%, respectively. The
industry experienceda10%
growth last year, despite
therestrictionimposed by
sanctions,” Mehdi Sadeqi
Niyaraki, deputyindustries
minister, was quoted as
sayingby IRIBNews.
Kayvan Gordan, another
senior official with the
ministry, said nearly nine
million devices were
produced in the country
lastyear,indicatinga 10%
year-on-year growthwhich,
however,isbarely 50% ofthe
industry’s potential.
“There is no shortage of
home appliances, though
a ban is placed on their
importssince twoyearsago.
Some smuggled goods in
the markethave seen price
increasesrecently,headded.
Price Hike
Consumersand Producers
Protection Organization of
[ranrecentlyissuedapermit
allowingproducersofhome
appliances to raise their
pricesonceagain.

It allowed prices of
audiovisual products to
go up by 20% and other
home appliances by 25%
compared with prices
registered in the Iranian
monthendingFeb.19.
TheorganizationsetJune 16
asthedeadlineforproducers
tologthenewpriceson124.
ir, otherwise they will be
subjected to regulations
pertaining to supplying
goodsoutsidethenetwork.
Adaylater, CPPOsaid more
than 30 producers had
registered morethan 1,000
itemsonthe database. The
new official priceincreases
have come within six
months of the previous

announcement.
Producers of home
appliances blame the

50%risein prices of steel
sheets and the metal’s
shortage, ban onimports,
the coronavirus outbreak
and the depreciation of
national currency against
foreign currencies in the
firstquarter ofthe current
[ranianyear (started March
20) for the skyrocketing
prices.

Unofficial reports say
presentlypricesare30-60%
higherthanatthebeginning
of the current Iranian
year and producers have
reducedtheirmarketsupply.
Salespeople say companies
are making considerable
delays before making
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The CPI ofthe group among
12 groups of the basket of
consumer goodsand services
purchased by households
stoodat190.8 for the month
underreview,indicatinga5.3%
increase compared with the

deliveriestodistributors.
Thriving Black Market
Price hikes of home
appliances and problems
related to the decline in
supply have prompted
customers to approach
unofficial markets that
have cropped upacrossthe
country’s borders to the
westand south, the Persian-
language daily Etemad
reported.

In fact, the gap between
supply and demand is
filled by contraband home
appliances, as smugglers
have overtaken licensed
importers.

Baneh in the western
province of Kurdestanisa
well-known gateway for
smuggled products for 15
yearsnow.

“Buying from Baneh”isone
ofthe main Google trends
now.Therearemorethan50
websitesdedicated toselling
home appliances from
Baneh. These websitesare
notfiltered; variousmethods
ofpurchasingandlong-term
warranty and after-sales
services have been posted
onthese websitestoassure
customersthattheyarein
therightplace.

By andlarge, the prices of
productsonthese websites
indicate a wide gap with
thoseinofficialmarkets. The
products are all available
and sometimes offered on
discount.

Bandar Genaveh in
the southern province
of Bushehr is another
gateway to smuggled
home appliances. Close to
30 channels on Telegram
messagingapp encourage
customers to buy cheaper,
high-quality home
appliances. For example,
a washing machine of an
internationalbrandisvalued
70-100millionrialscheaper
in Genaveh compared with
Tehran’s online or bricks-
and-mortar shops. You can
findavariety of such offers
inQeshmand Dargahanin
Hormozgan Province.
Rising Demand for Repair
Demand forhomeappliance
repairhasincreasedby 90%
onthebackof price hikes,
the secretary of Tehran
Home Appliance Sellers
Associationsaid.

“The rise in prices and
declineinpeople’sbuying
power have pushed the
marketintorecession. There
arepracticallyno customers
inthestore, exceptfordowry
purchases,” Akbar Pazouki
added.

Notingthatthe provision of
working capitalisthe only
way to help manufacturers
boost their production,
Pazoukisaidlocal producers
have managedtoincrease
their output by 30-100%
in recent years, but their
supply hasyetto meetthe
totalmarketdemand.

Health & Treatment Inflation at
%23.9

Theaveragegoodsandservices
Consumer Price Index of
"health and treatment” group
inthe 12-month period ending
July 21, which marks the end
ofthe fourth Iranian month,
increased by 23.9% compared
withlastyear’s corresponding
period.

monthbefore.

Theindex, witha coefficient of
7.14%,registeredanincrease
0f23.3% compared with the
similarmonthoflastyear.
Thegeneralaveragegoodsand
services CPlinthe 12-month
periodendingJuly21increased

by 26.4% compared with the

corresponding period oflast
year,latestdatareleased by the
Statistical Center of Iran show.
SClhad puttheaverage annual
inflationrate forthe preceding
Iranianmonth,whichended on
June 20,at27.8%.
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What's News

Gas Output
Exceeds 700
mem/d

Average daily natural
gas has surpassed 700
million cubic meters,
a spokesman for the
National Iranian Gas
Companysaid.
Refineries produce 703
mcmofnatural gas, which
isabout 11% more than
the amount produced
the same time last year,
Mohammad Asgarisaid.
“This time last year,
average natural gas
productionwas 634 mcm
a day. It has increased
by 69 mcm/d,” the 0il
Ministry news agency
Shana quoted him as
saying.

“The outbreak of the
coronavirus has not
disrupted the gas
production  process
and the growth pattern
continues," the NIGC
spokesmanadded.

The growthisreported
along with increase in
daily gasrefining capacity
thathasnow surpassed
onebillioncubicmeters.
Thereareplansforraising
dailynaturalgasoutputto
atleast900memin2021
withthelaunchofanew
refinery nextyear, which
willbringthetotalnumber
ofrefineriesto 19.

Total gas productionwas
270billion cubicmeters
in2019and s projected
toreach330bcminfiscal
2021.Domestic  gas
consumptionisnear 600
mcm perday.Iranexports
50 mcm aday of natural
gastolraqand Turkey.
Sustainablegrowthingas
productionis crucial as
thenumberof subscribers
increase every yearand
the governmentremains
committed to supplying
piped gastotheremotest
andruggedregions.

In the hotseason gas is
used largely by thermal
power plants, which
comprise  85%  of
electricity generation,
to meet high demand
astemperaturesrise to
50 Cinthesouthernand
westernregions.
Inthefirstfourmonthsof
the currentyear (March
20-July 20),anaverage of
about 210 million cubic
metersofnatural gashas
been delivered to the
country's power plants
onadailybasis.

In the same period last
year thetotalsupplyofgas
topower plantswasabout
24 billion cubic meters,
which hasincreased by
2 bcm this year and the
four-month gas delivery
to power stations has
reached 26bcm.



missiles, named after former

/N o ° He said the Defense Ministry is seriously pressing on with
J (7 ' Il'all Makll]gLong'Rallge the development of the newlong-range cruise missile, IRGCQudsForce Commander
J 4 Ael'ial Cl'llise MiSSile: notingth_atthe research projectwouldyieldresultsifitfaces Lt. ' Ger}eral Qasserr_l
no technical obstacle. Soleimaniand Abu Mahdi

al-Muhandis, the second-in-
command of Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU).
The first ballistic missile

Highlighting Iran’s progress in manufacturing various
cruise missiles, the general said the Defense Ministry
has already unveiled ‘Hoveizeh’ and ‘Soumar’ ground-

THAN Defense Minister

Iran’s defense minister said Tehranis developingalong-
range air-launched cruise missile (ALCM).
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Iran UN envoy:
US to fail in
trying to revive
terminated
resolutions
Following the US anti-
JCPOA measures,
Iran’s Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations Majid
Takht Ravanchi said
that USwill failin trying
to revive terminated
resolutions,and will only
furtherisolateitself.
"US continues its
diplomatic vandalism
at#UN to snapback UN
sanctions 2 yrs after it
CEASED participation
in#JCPOA," wrote Takht
Ravanchi in a Friday
tweet following the US
letter to the UN Security
Council to activate the
'snapback' mechanism.
"No sensationalism or
propagandawillhelp US
sellthisbogusmove," he
added.

"US will fail in trying
to revive terminated
resolutions,and will only
further isolate itself,"
Iranian diplomatsaid.
While the United
Nations Security Council
resoundingly rejected
last Friday a US bid to
extend anarmsembargo
onlran, whichis due to
expire in October, the
US President Donald
Trump hassaid the State
Department will soon
attempttotriggera“snap
back” of UN sanctionson
Iran,asthetop American
diplomat threatened
consequences for
Moscow and Beijing if
they try to block the
effort.
“TodayI'mdirectingthe
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo to notify the
United Nations Security
Council that the United
Statesintendstorestore
virtually all of the United
Nations sanctions on
Iran-it'sasnapback, not
uncommon,” Trump told
reporters duringa White
House press conference
onWednesday.

"When the United States
entered into the Iran
deal, it was clear the
United States would
always have the right to
restore the UN sanctions
that would prevent
Iran from developing
anuclear weapon,” he
claimed.

“My administration
will not allow this Iran
nuclear situation to
go on,” Trump added,
claiming that if he is
re-elected, Tehran will
immediately crawl back
begging for a deal with
Washington.

Inremarks on Friday, Brigadier General Amir Hatami said
homegrown air-launched cruise missiles are undergoing

tests.

Along-range cruise missile is also being developed for
arming aircraft,and would hopefully be prepared on

schedule, the ministeradded.

kilometers.

According to Brigadier General Hatami, [Iran has been
elevated from the 23rd to the 14th place in the world
ranking ofthe most powerful military forces.

On Thursday, Iran unveiled two new types oflong-range

to-ground cruise missiles with arange ofaround 1,400

dubbed “Martyr Hajj Qassem
Soleimani” has arange close to
1,400 kilometers, while the second one

dubbed “Martyr Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis” is a
cruise missile witharange of 1,000 kilometers.

FM Urges UNSCto Hold US
Accountable for Harms to Iran

Iran’s Foreign minister called on the UN

Security Council to stop the US’ dangerous

and unlawful position in breaching the

international lawand hold Washington

accountable fortheirreparable damages

ithas donetotheIranian nation.

In a letter for

%Jjw the Indonesian
ISI:AHAN chairperson ofthe
UN Security Council,

NEWS sent via Iran’s
NEWS UN ambassador,
_BEZM Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaid the United

Stateshasnorighttoabuse
mechanisms enshrined
in a 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and six
world powers to restore
UN sanctions against the
Islamic Republic after
they werelifted underthe
accord.

The dangerous and
unlawful position of the
United States defies
the established norms
ofinternational law and
procedures, which have
been putin place through
centuries to safeguard the
world from chaos, Zarif'said
intheletter.

Hisletter underlined that
given the baseless and
illegal nature ofthe United

States’ bid, it has to be
“rejected onthe partofthe
Security Council and the
international community.”
Hereminded the absence
of “all ‘credibility or
legitimacy’” in the US'
apparent justifications
aimed at rationalizing
its efforts to restore
previously annulled
resolutionsagainst Tehran,
asyetanotherreason why
Washington has to be
snubbed by the Security
Council.

“Itisimperative that the
international community
be wary of such (attempts
at) abusing the Security

Council’s mechanisms,”
theletteradded, Press TV
reported.

“Iran advises the Council
to stop this abuse of
mechanism--which carries
seriousrepercussions for
theinternational peaceand
security,” Zarif said in the
letter.

The top Iranian diplomat
added that the US
administrationhasnotonly
shunnedits commitments
under the JCPOA, but
also prevented other
signatoriesto the deal to
implementit.

Since Donald Trump
became the US president,

hehasimposed sanctions
onlranin morethan 145
occasions and has also
ignored frequentrequests
from the UN secretary

general to lift these
embargoes, hedeplored.
Iran’s foreign minister
concluded by saying that
thelraniannationrightfully
expectthe Security Council
to guarantee theirrights
as per Security Council
Resolution 2231, which
upholdsthe contentsofthe
nuclear deal,and hold the
United States accountable
fortheirreparable damage
ithasdone to the Iranian
nation.

E3 not to support
US 'snapback’
mechanism against
Iran

Inreactiontothe USrequesttoinitiate the
‘snapback’ mechanism, the E3 announced
their opposition, saying that they will not
supportthisactionwhichisincompatiblewith
currenteffortstosupportthe]CPOA.
Inajointstatementissued on Thursday, the
UK, France and Germany (E3) announced
theiroppositiontothe USrequesttoinitiatethe
‘snapback’mechanism.

"On 20 August, the US sent aletter to the
UN Security Council requesting to initiate
the ‘snapback’ mechanism, which allows
a participant to the JCPOA to seek the
reimpositionagainstIran ofthe multilateral

sanctionsliftedin 2015 inaccordance with
resolution 2231,adopted by the UN Security
Council.France, Germany and the United
Kingdom (“the E3”) note thatthe US ceased
tobeaparticipanttothe]CPoAfollowingtheir
withdrawal from the deal on 8 May, 2018.
Our position regarding the effectiveness of
the US notification pursuantto resolution
2231hasconsequently been very clearly
expressed to the Presidency and all UNSC
members. We cannot therefore supportthis
actionwhichisincompatible with our current
effortstosupporttheJCPOA," the statement
read."The E3 are committed to preservingthe
processes and institutions which constitute
the foundation of multilateralism. We remain
guided by the objective of upholding the
authority andintegrity of the United Nations
Security Council. We callonall UNSCmembers
torefrain from any action that would only
deependivisionsinthe Security Council orthat

wouldhave seriousadverse consequenceson
itswork.

Weremain committed to the JCPOA despite
the significant challenges caused by US
withdrawal. We believe that we should
addressthe currentissue of systematiclranian
non-compliance withitsJCPoA obligations
through dialoguebetween]CPoA participants,
including through the Joint Commissionand
use ofthe Dispute Resolution Mechanism.
Inorderto preservetheagreement, we urge
Irantoreverseall measuresinconsistent
withitsnuclear commitmentsandreturnto
full compliance withoutdelay," itadded."As
wehavealready underlined, includingin our
19 ]June statement, we have serious concerns
regarding the implications for regional
security of the scheduled expiry of the UN
conventional arms embargo, particularly
givenIran’s destabilising activities, which
continue unabated.
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US Administration, Israel
Have Same Terrorist Nature,
Nasralah Says

The secretary general of the Lebanese Hezbollah
resistance movement said relying on the US
administration toreclaimrights from the Israeli
regime is meaningless because they both have the
sameterroristnature.

Speakinginatelevised speech broadcastlive onthe
local Arabic-language al-Manar television network
fromthe Lebanese capital Beirutlate on Thursday,
Seyed Hassan Nasrallah called [srael the greatest
threatto peace and security in the Middle East,
warning against mischievous plots being hatched
by the Tel Avivregime.

“The principal threatnowadaysin ourregionisthe
existence ofthe occupying Zionistregime,” he said.
“Ifone wantsto confrontthe Israeli enemy, they must
know the history of Palestine. We mustknow who
theseinvadersare, where they came from,and what
theirgoals, strengthsand weaknessesare,”headded.
The Hezbollah chief further said that the United
States was established through mass murder of
Native Americans, dismissing reliance on the US
administration toreclaimrights from the Israeli
regime as “pointless” because they both have the
sameterroristnature.

“Today, the United States represents the toughest
challenge toworld nations and the greatest threat
tointernational peace and security. The USis a
racistand savage state, whichhasbeen established
onunjustfoundationsandracial discrimination. It
hides behind fake news as well as fraudulentand
misleading policies.”

Nasrallah denounced attempts by anumber of Arab
states tonormalize full diplomatic relations with
theIsraeliregime, stating thatauthorities in such
countrieshaveaccepted subservientrolesinthe face
oftheir US counterparts.

“The normalization agreementsand the blockade
are allmeans of pressures to force the Palestinian
nationinto surrenderingall theirrights,” he said.
Hours after Nasrallah's speech, Israeli war
planes struck the positions of Palestinian Islamic
Resistance Movement Hamas in the Gaza Strip early
on Friday morning.

The Israelimilitary claimed in a statementthatthe
attack was carried outinresponse to incendiary
balloons launched from the besieged coastal
enclaveintothe occupiedterritories. There were no
immediate reports of casualties on both sides.
Israel has carried outairstrikes and used artillery
againstsitesinside the Gaza Strip for the past few
days.

Israelalso slashed Gaza’s permitted fishing zone
lastweekinresponsetothealleged balloon attacks,
halvingthe area from 15 nautical milesto eight.

The Gaza Strip hasbeen under Israeliland, airand
seablockade since June 2007, after Hamas, which
hasvowed toresistthe Israeli occupation, rose to
powerinthe enclave, where two million peoplelive.

'US attempts torenew
sanctions on Iranlacklegal

basis'

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova
said thatthe USinitiatives to renew the UN Security Council’s
resolutions on sanctions againstIranlacklegal basis and will

inevitably fail.

The United States’ push toreimpose sanctions againstIran can
lead toadeep crisis within the United Nations Security Council,
Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said

atabriefing on Thursday, TASSreported.

"Weare seriously concerned that Washington’s actions, which
we considertobereckless, canlead to a crisis, perhaps avery
deep crisis, within the [UN] Security Council," she emphasized.

"Unfortunately,itseemsthatitdoesn’tatallbother our American
colleagues," sheadded. "We urge all countries to strongly resist

that," Zakharovasaid.

Accordingto her, "US initiatives to renew the UN Security
Council’s resolutions on sanctions against Iran, which
were revoked following the 2015 signing of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) on Iran’s nuclear
program, lacklegal basis and will inevitably fail."

The Russian diplomatwenton to say thatthe UShad no right
to take advantage of the UN Security Council’s authority to

achieveits own goals.

concluded.

Following Washington’s new push to invoke the so-called

"The US has been blatantly violating UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 since May 2018, when Washington
unilaterallywithdrew from the JCPOA, introduced sanctions on
Iranand started pressingother countries, preventing them from
implementing their obligations stemming from the UN Security
Council’sdecisions, whichisabsolutelyillegal," Zakharovanoted.
"Russia condemns US plans to continueits policy course aimed
atdestroyingtheJCPOA and undermining Resolution 2231," she

snapback
provision in the JCPOA and

reimpose all UN sanctions against Tehran, Foreign Minister

Zarif sentaletterto the chairman ofthe UN Security Council on

Thursday.




BeijingSays Residents Can o Mask-Free As ChinaCOVID Cases
HitNewLows

Healthauthoritiesin China’s capital Beijinghave removed arequirementforpeopleto
wearmasksoutdoors, furtherrelaxingrulesaimedatpreventingthe spread thenovel
coronavirusafterthecityreported 13 consecutive days withoutnew cases.

Despite therelaxed guidelines,alarge proportion of people continued towear masks
inBeijingon Friday.Some said the mask made them feel safe, while others said social
pressurestowear themasks were alsoafactor.“I thinkI cantake off my maskanytime, butI'll

20000 Rials

needtoseeifothersacceptit. Because I'mafraid thatpeople would be scared ifthey see me notwearing mask,”
one 24-year old Beijingwoman surnamed Caotold Reuters.
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[t'sthesecond time Beijing’shealth authoritieshaverelaxed guidelines on maskwearingin the capital, which has
largelyreturned tonormalafter tworounds oflockdownsbroughtittoastandstill.
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FM Urges UNSCto
Hold US Accountable

news
for Harms to Iran
Araghchi: US actin
B UNSCisnull, void

E3notto Sllpp()I't Deputy Foreign Minister
US 'snapback’ for Political Affairs Abbas

. . Araghchi in a message
mechanismagainst  described US' anti-Iran
Iran actinthe United Nations

Security Council as null
B and void."US notification
isincapable ofhavinglegal
effect.Itisnulland void,"
Araghchi wrote in his

Twitter account."None
o of the remaining JCPOA
participants considersthe
notification as effective.
We trust the SC will not

Agrifood Exports Up
%06YO0Yto .78 Billion
in Four Months

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:06:20 permitthe UStoabuseRes

Noon call to prayer: 2231 toachieveits stated

13:06:06 objective of destroyingthat

! veryresolution,"headded.
Evening call to prayer: : : .

Earlier, Iranian Foreign

19:58:17 Minister =~ Mohammad

Javad Zarif in a letter to
the chairman of the UN
Security Council protested
the US'illegal attempts to
snapback sanctions on
Iran, reiterating that the
UShasnorighttoreapply
provisions of terminated
resolutions.

WEATHER

High:40°c
Low:17°%

West African Leaders Call on Mali Juntato
Free President

“We asked for him to be released as quickly
as possible, and for no violence to be
committed,” Macronsaid, speaking Thursday
evening alongside German Chancellor
Angela Merkel.

West Africanleaders escalated pressure on Mali’s ruling
juntalate Thursday, calling on them to allow President

Ibrahim Boubacar Keita’s return to power as the mutinous

soldiers who overthrew him insisted his midnight

Strong Upsurge in Domestic Production
of Home Appliances

Biden Accepts US Democratic Nomination to
‘Overcome This Season of Darkness’

"We can and will deal with climate change,"
he said, butoffered no policy prescriptions.
Hedid notsay howhe would getany of those
things done, especially if Republicans hold
onto control of the Senate, which would allow

Former US Vice President]oe Biden vowed to move the country

beyond Donald Trump's "season of darkness" as he formally

accepted the Democratic Party's presidentialnomination after
his first White House bid floundered three decades ago.

resignation had been his own decision.

The junta behind Tuesday’s military
takeover said the 75-year-old Keita was
only beingheld atarmybarracks for hisown
protection,and denied he had been ousted in
thefirstplace.

“There was no coup d’état because the
constitutional orderisstillin force,” junta
spokesman Ismael Wague told AP in an
interview late Thursday. “The president
oftherepublicresigned on his own after
making an analysis of the country’s
situation.”

Keitawaslastseen by Malianslate Tuesday
on state broadcaster ORTM where he
announced his immediate resignation
and the dissolution of his governmentand
the National Assembly. His speech came
just hours after mutinous soldiers had
surrounded his house and fired shots into
theairbefore detaining him and the prime
minister.

Heads of state from the regional blocknown
as ECOWAS late Thursday called for the
mobilizing of a standby regional military
force, saying Keitamustbe allowed to serve
outthethreeyearsleftinhisterm after this
week’s “coup attempt.” They warned that the
juntawasresponsible for the safety of Keita
and all other detained government officials.
The United Nations and France alsourged a
return to constitutional order in Mali, amid
fears thatextremists could once again gain
ground amid the political upheaval, derailing
more than seven years of effort to stabilize
the country.

French President Emmanuel Macron again
condemned Tuesday’s coup “against a
president who was democratically elected
byhispeople.”

ECOWAS previously invoked the potential
use ofits standby military forcein 2017 after
then-Gambian President Yahya Jammeh
refused toacknowledge defeatinan election.
Jammehultimately agreed to gointo exileand
nomilitaryaction was taken.

ECOWAS said it would soon send a
delegation to Bamako to try to help restore
constitutional order. The blocalready had
suspended Mali’'s membership, closed its
borderswith the countryand promised other
financial sanctionsagainstthe juntaleaders.
French, UN and West African partners
have been trying to stabilize Mali after a
similar 2012 coup created a power vacuum
thatallowed extemists to seize control of
northern towns until a French-led military
operation the followingyear.
“Malihasnotonly descended into political
chaos, butalso socioeconomicand security
disaster with potential tragic consequences
to Mali and the sub-region,” Nigerian
President Muhammadu Buharisaid.
Analysts saw few signs that political
oppositionleaders were aware of the coup
inadvance, though theynow stand to benefit
through an opportunity to serve in the
transitional government promised by the
junta.

Observers fear the political upheaval will
allowextremistsin Malito expand theirreach
once again. Wague, the junta spokesman,
said the new military rulers were doing
everything possible to be sure that was not
thecase.

“Itispossible that some may take advantage
of the situation to plan things, but we arein
contact with the operational units on the
ground so thatthey can continue theirwork,”
he told AP. “We know how difficultitis for
thembecause all of us come from the field
and wewill do everythingwe cantoincrease
their operational capacity.”

"The current presidenthas cloaked America
indarkness for fartoolong. Too much anger.
Toomuch fear. Too much division," the former
vice president said on the final night of the
DemocraticNational Convention.

"l give you my word, if you entrust me with
the presidency, | will draw on the best, not
the worst," he said. "United we can and will
overcomethisseasonofdarknessin America."
Thencameamomentthat, fornow, isthe biggest
oneinhisfivedecadesofpublicservice.
"Soitiswith greathonorand humility thatI
acceptthisnomination for presidentofthe
United States of America," Biden said, The
Independentreported.

Thoughhedidnotsay Trump'sname, he claimed
the45th chiefexecutive "takesnoresponsibility
..coziesuptodictatorsand fansthe flamesof...
division."

Bidenusedhisspeechtopaintthe United States
asatan"inflection point" offive crises, including
the coronavirus pandemic, which he vowed to
defeatifelected.

"Andafterallthistime, the presidentstilldoesn't
haveaplan,” hesaid, promisinganational mask
mandate."Well,1do... We'llbuild backbetter."
Asexpected, healsofocused onlosingawifeand
childwhenhewasayoungman.

"lunderstand howharditisto feelnohope,"he
said."You'llalwayshearthem."

Onpolicy specifics, Biden said he would lower
healthcare premiums and help with the
country'scollective crushingamountofstudent
debt. He promised animmigration systemthat
"reflects ourvalues",and said he would bring
"equalvalue"towomen's pay. Higher corporate
taxes wasanother promise,as was protecting
the "promise"” of Social Security, saying "the
currentpresidentisthreateningtobreakthat
promise".

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to stifleany
House-passed Bidenadministration priorities.
Onracialand other matters of equality, Biden
saidhe could healsome ofthe country'swounds
-andsaid hisrunning mate, California Senator
Kamala Harris, ofJamaicanand Indian descent,
wouldbehispartnerinthoseand otherefforts.
He took a major shot at Trump by saying
he would never stand for Russia taking
outbounties on US troops in Afghanistan,
something Trump has never brought up
with Russian President Vladimir Putin or
acknowledgedactually occurred despiteseveral
Americanintelligenceagencies concludingjust
that.

Trump, who willacceptthe GOP nomination
next Thursday night from the White House,
engaged his 2020 foe as he wrapped up his
speech, sayingthelongtime Washington figure
hadnearly 50yearstoaddressalistofproblems
butfailed.

Bidenaccepted his party's nomination after
several decades oftryingto secureit. His 1988
campaign ended amid plagiarism chargesand
henevergained much tractionin 2008, when
Barack Obamashocked manyby choosinghim
tobehisrunningmate.

He then spenteightyearsas Obama's vice
president,and was, according to the former
commanderin chief,almostalways "thelast
person"togiveadvicebeforeabigdecisionwas
made.Thelongtime Delaware senator delivered
thebiggestspeechofhispolitical career during
aconvention forced to go virtual because of
thestill-spreading coronavirus. Unlike Obama
and every other Democratic Party nominee of
themodernera, there wasno crowd cheering
obviousapplauselines while wavingsignswith
hisnamein giantblockletters, there wasno
balloondrop,andhedidn'tgetthatsofamiliar
momentonstage withhisfamily afterwrapping
hisremarks.
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