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FAO supplies Iran with
more equipmentto fight
locust

The Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) delivers two
more consignments of desertlocust control
equipment and materials to Iran to further
enhance national technical capacity to prevent
and decrease the damages caused by this
migratory pest.

Accordingto apressrelease published by the
FAO RepresentationinIran,aspartofanongoing
Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP)
emergency projectbeing funded by FAO and
implemented in close cooperation with Iran’s
Plant Protection Organization (PPO) under the
Ministry of Agriculture-Jahad, the Organization
hands over 57 Ultra Low Volume (ULV)
pesticides sprayers (including 50 handheld
and seven knapsack sprayers) along with 10.4
metrictonnes of ULV Deltamethrin pesticides,
worth over USD 100 thousand, to PPO.
“Procured through the FAO allocated fund, these
piecesof equipmentand materials, including
currentdeliveriesaswellas 25 vehicle-mounted
sprayers handed over previously, will boost
the technical capacity of Iranian authorities to
controland decrease the volume and extend of
pestinfestationsin the country,” said Mahnaz
Shabani, the FAO Pest Management Specialist.
Emphasisingthe criticality of desertlocustearly
warning system, Shabani also asserts, “FAO
will supply Iran withlaptops and smartphones
and alocally modified and simplified graphical
version ofadigital platform named eLocust3 for
Android smartphonesto enhance the dedicated
national efforts to track, monitorand reporton
the desertlocustinvasioninthe country.”
“Providing high-levellearning opportunities
for three Iranian master trainers as well as
conducting training workshops for 320 plant
protection and agriculture officers, driversand
plantprotection organization provincial heads
infive southerndesertlocust-stricken provinces
ofthe country,are among the other important
components ofthisUSD 500,000 TCP project
beingimplemented by the OrganizationinIran,”
added the FAO Pest Management Specialist.
Entitled Urgent Action for Capacity Building
to Control Desert Locust Infestation in the
Islamic RepublicofIran, this TCP project will
also facilitate the developmentofanintegrated
desertlocust managementstrategy for the
country and assistthe national authoritiesin
fieldingtherecommended guidelinesto further
improve monitoringand disasterriskreduction
ofpestinfestationsinIran.

Asper Mr Mahmoud Chalaki, Deputy Head of
Generaland Public Pests of PPO, “over 406,000
haoflandsandrangelands have been chemically
treated across the country duringthelastnine
months. The presence and density of desert
locusthave beendecreasedinIranasthe pest
migrated to summer-breedingareasin the
border of Pakistan and India. However, there
are still serious concerns that this pestonits
way back towards the westof summerbreeding
areasin Novemberinfestthe countryagain.”
FAO, being the UN specialised agency
dedicated to increasing food and nutrition
security, is implementing similar projects
in other desert locust-affected countries,
all aimed to support its Member States
in managing the threat posed by this
pest.

www.esfahan-news.com

TheFirstBilingual Economic NewspaperInlsfahan Brovince

License Owner&Managing
director: RezaMahzunieh

Editor-in-Chief: Marzie Rabiei

Assistant Editor-in-Chief of English
Section: Bahare Yousefi

Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad
Square, Isfahan, Iran

Tel:031-32274500

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

The dollarinched ahead on Wednesday, as a

jumpinU.S.yields pushedithigheragainst

theJapanese yen, while the kiwi briefly hit

aone-monthlow after the central bank

extendeditsbond buying programme.

The yield on

10-year U.S.
debt, which
rises  when

bond prices
m fall, made its
steepestgainin
two months on Tuesday
ahead ofthelargestever
10-year auctionlater on
Wednesday.
That triggered a wave
of gold selling, which
deepenedin Asia, and it
has pressured the yen
as betterreturnson U.S.
debt lures investment
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The Aussie fell 0.35% to
$0.7120 while the New
Zealand dollar fell 0.5%
t0$0.6547.

Elsewhere in financial
markets, the focus was
onthe political holdupin
Washington overanew
stimulus package, which
cappedbroaderinvestor
sentiment.

The jump in yields
was driven by both
repositioning ahead of
big debt issuance this
weekandasensethatthe
globalrecoveryislooking

somewhat by Russia
hailing the approval ofa
COVID-19vaccine.
“Investors have been
positioning themselvesto
buybackdollars theyhad
sold againsttheyen,” said
Mitsuo Imaizumi, chief
FX strategist at Daiwa
Securities,addingthata
shortsqueeze was seen
astheU.S.yields spiked.
Against a basket of
currencies, the dollar
extended abounce made
lastFriday as U.S.-China
tensionsratcheted higher
with President Donald
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It last sat at 93.846.
Against the euro the
greenback was a tad
firmer at $1.1718 and
against the pound it
extended Tuesday gains
that followed a weak
Britishjobsreportto hit
$1.3021 perpound.

The dollar index has
slumped 9% fromathree-
year highithitin March
andlost4% in]July alone,
leavinginvestorsdivided
over whetherthe support
the greenbackhas found
in Augustamountsto a

producer. broader and more Trump’sbanonTikTok bounceorapauseinits
robust-amoodhelped andWeChat. decline.
o lockdown wastightest, thelargestcontraction  justabove economists’average expectation
UK Economic

Output Collapses by
20.4% in Second-
Quarterof2020

Britain’s economy shrankbyarecord 20.4%
between Apriland June, when the coronavirus

reported by any major economy so far,
official figures showed on Wednesday.The
dataalso showed the world’s sixth-biggest
economy enteredarecessionasitshrankfora
second quarterinarow.There were signsofa
recoveryinthemonth ofJunealone whengross
domesticproductgrew by 8.7% from May, the
Office for National Statistics said.That was

inaReuterspoll foran8%rise.“Therecession
brought on by the coronavirus pandemic
hasled to the biggest fall in quarterly GDP
onrecord,” Jonathan Athow of the Office for
National Statistics said.“The economybeganto
bouncebackinJune... Despite this, GDPinJune
stillremainsasixthbelowitslevelin February,
before the virus struck””

Rouhani says critics
of Government need
togive proposals
forbetterment of
economy

President Hassan Rouhani defended the
economic record of his government on
Wednesday, saying that the critics need to
give proposals forthe betterment of economic
situation.Speaking duringa cabinetsession,

the presidentsaid thatthe enemiesare trying
to exaggerate the economic problemsina
bid to make people forget the mainissue that
the countryisunder the toughesteconomic
sanctions.The enemies thought that Iran
couldnottolerate thatsanctions even forafew
monthswhileitisnowmorethantwoyearsand
ahalfthatthe Iranian governmentand nation
areresisting to the pressure of sanctions,
Rouhanisaid.The US-Zionistenemies thought
they could create an economic crisis which
would soon turninto an economicand then
asecurity crisis, butthey were defeated inall
thesethree phases, the presidentadded.

Ifwe putoil aside, which is the focal point of
the sanctions, and calculate the country’s
economic growth excluding oil, Iranian
economic growth will be positive at 1.1%
thisyear, the presidentsaid.He said that the
governmentis doingitsbesttoreininliquidity
and bringthe oil sanctions under controland
isalso finalizinga mechanismto sell oil. “We
promised our dear people notto surrender
under the sanctions and kept our promise.
We promised the people that the USwillnot
be successful to achieve its plotto paralyze
national economy he Iranian nation and we
keptour promise,” Rouhani said.
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A member of the Iran-Russia
Joint Chamber of Commerce
announced the operation of a
permanentcontainer-carrying
ship line between the two
countriesinthe Caspian Sea.

JalilJalalifar said on Tuesday that
the departure of the firstshipwill
occurinSeptember2020between
Russia's Lotus Astrakhan free
tradezoneand Iran's freetrade
zonesof Anzali (innorthern Iran)
and Chabahar (in southeastern
Iran).Jalalifar
acceptance of the volume of
cargo from one container, regular

referred to

Iran-Russia permanent navigation
line tobelaunched

calendarvoyages between the
ports of Astrakhan and Anzali, as
wellasthenorthernportsofiran,
and fixed tariffsnotdependent
onthe marketorseason,asthe
advantages ofthenewnavigation
line and said the first voyage is
scheduled for September 2020.
Hepointed to Iran'snorth-south
corridorand said with thelaunch
of the Iran-Russia permanent
shippingline,asignificantamount
ofgoodsfromIndia, Pakistan,and
the Persian Gulf states will be
sentto Russiaviathenorth-south
corridor.
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What's News

Iran'
spongeiron
production
at11% hike
indmonths:
IMIDRO

According to
Iranian Mines &
Mining Industries
Development &
Renovation, during
the first4 months of
the currentyear, the
production of sponge
iron and crude
steel production
increased by 11%
and 8%, respectively.
Accordingtoareport
by Iranian Mines &
Mining Industries
Development &
Renovation, large
companies’ chain
steel production
including
concentrate, pellets,
sponge iron, and
crude steel has
increasedinthefirst
four months of the
currentlranianyear
by one, 2, 11 and
8%, respectively,
compared to
the same period
last year.During
this period, the
production of
concentrate and
pellets hasreached
morethan 16 million
and 14.7 million
tons, respectively,
and the production
of sponge iron
and crude steel
has exceeded 10.5
million and 7.4
million tons.

Also, itisreported
that for the first
time, the production
ofaluminum in the
first 4 months of
the current year
reached about 139
thousand tons.The
reportsuggeststhat
the total aluminum
production of
Iranian companies
has reached
138,781 tons, that
this amount is
more than 67%
of the production
performance  of
the same period
last year.During
4 months of this
year compared to
the same period
last  year, the
production of the
copper cathode has
increased by one
percent and the
amount of Copper
Anode production
hasincreased by 3%
duringthisperiodas
well.
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US Revises
Resolutionto
Extend Iran Arms
Embargoat UN
The United States
backed away from a
hardline resolution
andstreamlineditsbid
to getthe UN Security
Council to extend an
armsembargoonlran.
The new text, seen
by Reuters, is just
four paragraphs
and would extend a
weaponsbanonlran
“until the Security
Council decides
otherwise,” stating
that is “essential to
the maintenance of
international peace
andsecurity”

The 13-year-old
arms embargoisdue
to expire in October
under the 2015
nuclear  between
Tehran and world
powers.

The previous US
draft resolution
was described by
diplomatsandanalysts
as “maximalist.” [twas
more than a dozen
pageslong,wouldhave
required countriesto
inspectcargo goingto
or coming from Iran
andincludedanannex
of individuals and
entities for targeted
sanctions.
Diplomats said that
while the new simple
draft text might win
the United Statessome
more votes, it was
unclearifWashington
couldgettheminimum
nine votes needed,
and they said it was
unlikely to convince
Russia and China to
abstain.
“Don’tletthebrevity of
the new US draftfool
you. The key pointis
thatitauthorizes an
indefinite extension of
thelranarmsembargo
..and Chinaand Russia
will *not* like that,”
Richard Gowan, UN
director for conflict
prevention advocacy
bodytheInternational
Crisis Group, postedon
Twitter.

“Sogood chancethisUS
draftwillfailby Friday,’
he said.The United
States has asked
council members
for comments by
Wednesday morning.
The council is
operatingvirtually so
once avoteiscalled,
memberswould have
24 hours to submit
their response. The

result would be
announced atapublic
meeting.

Qatariofficial: PGCCchief's
statementdoes notreflect views of

member states

Qatari official with Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs said on
Wednesday thatanti-Iran statement made by the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council (PGCC) secretary general does notreflect

views ofthe memberstates.

The positions of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council are usually
issued by the meeting of foreign ministers of member states,
and notthrough the statements of the Secretary-General, which
representthe opinion ofthe General Secretariat, Mutlaq bin Majid

al-Qahtani was quoted by Qatarimedia Al Jazeera'as saying.

The agreed positions ofthe Persian Gulf Cooperation Council are
usuallyissued by the meeting of foreign ministers ofmember states,
and notthrough the statements of the Secretary-General, which
representthe opinion ofthe General Secretariatonly, headded.
"Wein Qatar donotseethatthe currentsanctionsonlranlead to
positiveresultsand donotcontribute to resolving crises, and the
resolution of crises mustbe through dialogue, he noted.
"Iranisaneighboring country with which we have good neighborly
relations,andithasapositionthatwe valuein the State of Qatar; the
governmentand the people, especially during the unjustblockade
on Qatar,"hesaid.
"While the blockading countries chose unilateral measures, the

State of Qatar chose dialogue,and
thisis our policy always. Welook
forward to good relations with
everyoneand everyone," Majid
al-Qahtaniadded.

Earlier,
spokesman Abbas Mousavi in
reaction to the statementofthe
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council
(PGCC) to extend the arms embargo
on Iran, emphasizing thatthe councilisat

Foreign Ministry

the peakofitsinefficiency and the statementhasbeen

Intl. community must stop US destroying
world oflaws : Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad

Javad Zarif

said that international

community muststop US destroying the

world oflaws.
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"WhatweinlIran-the
target of a vicious
and indiscriminate
sanctionsregime-have
seen fromthe current
US administrationis

I quitestraightforward:

President: Iran Making

there is no grand
visionforanalternative global
community. The US'fickleness
and unpredictability have
nothingto do with masterful
implementation of game
theory. Rather whether it
comes toitsmismanagement
of COVID-19 athome or its
undermining of peace and
stability abroad, the current
regimein Washingtonhasno
real plan exceptto frontally
assaultthose who stand by
theruleoflaw," Zarifwroteina
notepublished on Wednesday
inGlobal Times.
"The US handling of UN
Security Council Resolution
2231, whichendorsed -and
isinseparable from-theJoint
Comprehensive PlanofAction,
commonly knownastheIran
nucleardeal,isacaseinpoint.”
"InJuly 2015, Iran, the United
States, Russia, China, Britain,
Franceand Germany signed
a landmark agreement to
satisfyany concernsover the
exclusively peaceful nature
ofournuclear programwhile
relieving the Iranian people
of inhumane and unjust
sanctions.Aspartofthe]JCPOA,
the USand other signatories
alsojointly co-sponsored UN
Security Council Resolution
2231, which embraces the
nuclear deal -and to which
itsfull 90 pagesare attached,
thus enshriningthe accord
into international law.
However,in May 2018the US
administrationdeclared that
ithad unilaterally opted for
"ceasingparticipation”inthe
JCPOA. Since then, Iranand

Breakthroughin

Coronavirus Vaccine

Production

[ranian PresidentHassan Rouhanihighlighted the promisingstepsthat
local scientistshavetakeninrecentmonthsinproducingavaccine for
thenovel coronavirus.Inremarks atameeting on Tuesday, Rouhani
thankedall peopleinvolved inthe production of drugsand vaccines
for diseases, especiallyinthe field of combatting COVID-19,and said,
"Inrecentmonths, with the effortsmade, good stepshave been taken
toproduce drugs and vaccines for the coronavirus, and this path
mustcontinue with strengthand speed until the finaland definitive
resultisreached.""Weassure our dear people thatthe country's
youngresearchersand specialistsare workinginknowledge-based
companies with high motivation and round-the-clock efforts to
produce drugs and vaccines for COVID-19,and the government s
providingthenecessaryand full supporttothese efforts," headded.

issued unilaterally.

therestoftheinternational
community have beenleftin
theextraordinary position of
watchingthe USbecome the
firstgovernmentin UN history
thatnotjustviolatesabinding
resolutionititselfsponsored,
but also punishes those
governmentsand companies
that uphold international
law by implementing its
provisions. AsIwarned the
Security Council lastmonth,
this status quo is neither
desirablenorsustainable. We
arethusatacrossroads.”

"The US administration's
disinformation campaign
- including false and
forged claims regarding a
regional consensus about
the consequences of the
remaining signatories to
the JCPOA upholding the
deal's provisions,including
normalizing Iran's defense
cooperationwith theworldin
October-isarusetodisguise
its real, more malevolent
motivations: having failed to
collapseResolution 2231 after
over two years of the most
brutal "maximum pressure"
everimposed on a nation -
includingdeprivingordinary
Iraniansofaccesstomedicines
andmedical equipmentamid
the deadliest pandemic
the world has seenin many
decades-the USnowhopesto
abuseitsmal-interpretation
ofthe provisions ofthe same
resolutionitabandonedin

2018tofinallydestroyit. This
deeplymalicious USbehavior
isevidentthroughoutthe UN,
whereitseekstousethe UN
itselfto effectively destroythe
worldbody."
"Thereareseveralkeyissues
and consequencestoconsider
inthisequation.

First and foremost, one
may wonder why or how
the collapse of a single UN
Security Council resolution
onaniche subjectrelates to
the bigger picture. It does,
for mostnotablyitwould be
a generational setback for
the cause of multilateralism
should the Security Council
be bullied into torpedoing
itsown resolution. Unlessall
powersrespectthe principles
whichthe Councilwas created
toembody,itcannotperform
itsduties, nor canany nation
acknowledgeitsauthority.
Weshould not forgetthatthe
same USregimehasfatuously
also withdrawn from the
WHO amid the worst global
pandemic, butnow seeksto
lead the WHOreform process,
to the chagrin ofits closest
Westernallies."

"If the US is allowed to
continue on this path, the
world will slide backwards
toward a "might makes
right" standard. And while
this may sound appealing
to Cold Warriors looking
for new targets, even that
standard has its limits. For

Highlighting the need to observe the health protocols, the

presidentsaid, "Health protocolsinall mattersand ceremonies,

includingrecommended and obligatory worship ceremonies,
mustbe fullyimplemented. The necessity of thisissueis such that
eventheobligatory Hajjwasnotheld thisyearand the host of Hajj
ceremoniesaswellasothercountriesdidnotcometothe conclusion
thatthis obligatory worship ceremony shouldbeheld thisyear."
"The outbreak of the coronavirus, along with the problems it
created forthe peopleand the medical staff of the country, created
anopportunityforscientificresearchand an extraordinaryresearch
effort.Researchersinthe country have mobilized with all their might
to curb this global pandemicas soonas possible,” the president’s
officialwebsite quoted himas saying.
Referringtothereports onthe measurestaken to produce vaccine
for coronavirus using various methods, the president said, "The
production of vaccines needed by the society has alwaysbeen one
oftheemphasesofthe 11thand 12th governments. Today, we are
inasituation thateveryone should be supportedin the technical
knowledge ofthe production ofthisvaccine."
Rouhanialsostated thatwith the effortsmade by the Ministry of Health

both superpowers of the
past century witnessed
the unraveling of their
internationalinfluenceintheir
military defeatin Afghanistan,
acountrywithaGDPthatis 14
timessmallerthanApplelnc.'s
annualrevenue.
Wehavealsoseeninpastyears
howthe USadministrationhas
-inparallel withitsassaulton
internationalinstitutionsand
accords-soughtto supplant
internationallawwithitsown
domesticlaws. Inpractice, this
hasmeantthatitisnowthe US
Treasuryand not European
national governmentswhich
decide withwhom European
companies candobusiness -
beitunder Resolution2231
ortheirown North Streamgas
lifeline."

"Whileithas so far primarily
beenthe US thathas sought
to expand the jurisdiction
ofits domesticlaws, thereis
nothingto suggestthatitwill
retainamonopoly onit. With
the openingofthis Pandora's
boxand with complacency
onthe partofsomenational
governments, itisnotdifficult
to imagine a future where
ordinary citizensand private
enterprisesalike mayend up
having to contend with the
extra-territorialapplication
ofmultipleand growingseries
of domesticlaws, debilitating
international travel, tradeand
investmentinaretrograde
stepforourglobalized world."
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Sanctions cannothamper

Iran’s progress, development
The Deputy Head of Communications and
Information atthe President's Office said that
sanctions cannotsuppressthe desire ofthe country
towards developmentand progress.
AlirezaMoezziin his twitteraccounton Tue.wrote,
“whataddsto the pride and hope of knowledge-
based companies and startups as well as other
industrial and production centersis the efforts
and dynamicity which are broughtaboutunder
the sanctions imposed against the country.
However, sanctions cannotimpede Iran’s desire
for developmentand progress.”

He pointed to ameeting held between Iranian
Presidentand a group of managersinvolvedinthe
production of drugsand vaccinesin various sectors
and stated, “knowledge-based firmsand startups
playaleadingroleinvariousfields especiallyin the
production of medicinesand vaccines.”

Inthis meeting, President Rouhani said thatthe
government guarantees the purchase of the
approved products and will not spare any effort
toprovide the necessaryloansto the companies
workingin thisfield.

Inthe currentsituation thatthe countryisgrappling
with coronavirus, COVID-19, knowledge-based
firms can help the governmentin the fightagainst
COVID-19 greatly, hereiterated.

Nuclear Powers Should Once
Again Declare Inadmissibility

of Nuclear War: Lavrov

Russiais working with other nuclear powers to
onceagain confirm the principle ofinadmissibility
ofnuclear war, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said.

Speakinginaninterview with the Argumenty i
Fakty daily published on Wednesday, Russia’s
top diplomat said the situation in the global
security and strategicstability domain had been
deterioratingrapidly.

"Time-tested mechanisms of control over strategic
weaponsare beingdestroyed. Military doctrines of
certainstates onceagainleave open the possibility
oflimited use of nuclear weapons," he said, TASS
reported.

Inhiswords, those tendenciesappear primarily as
aresultof Washington's determination to ensure
its global dominance by all means and create a
dangerousillusion thatthe United States canwina
nuclear war. Russia, onits part, is trying to explain
the possible consequences of suchbehavior.
According to Lavrov, in a situation when the
inadmissibility ofanuclear conflictis evident for
everyone, itisimportantto once again confirm this
principleinrelationsbetweennuclear powersand
ininternationalrelationsin general.

"We maintain close contact with other nuclear
states, workto re-confirm this basicprinciple,” he
said.

and
Medical Educationin the

field of treatment of coronavirus patientsin the firstand
secondwavesofthedisease, Iranhaswitnessed good successachieved
by the country's medical staffand hospitals,adding, "Despite the

dangersthatthevirushascaused, thelraniannationhaswitnessed the

capabilities ofresearchersand expertsinthe country."




Lawmakers sayno to proposed industryminister
Inan opensession on Wednesday, Iranian lawmakers didn’tgive their
vote of confidence to the proposed minister of Industry, Mineand Trade,

Hossein Modarres Khiabani.

The session was held with First Vice President Es’hagh Jahangiriin
attendance while President Rouhanihad beenadvised notto attend the
sessiondue to COVID-19 concerns.Anumber of MPs talked before the voting

processtosupportortoopposethe candidate.

20000 Rials

Finally, the voting took place and with 104 votesin favor, 140 againstand 10 abstentions,
Khiabanifailed toreceive the vote of confidence.Rouhaniappointed Hossein Modarres Khiabani
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CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN between Iran and Russia

Morning call to prayer:
04:58:00 spread by some Western
Noon call to prayer: countries againstthe two
13:08:08 countries.

Evening call to prayer:

20:08:40

WEATHER

High:41°c

Low:21°c

has clear prospect vis-
a-vis the fake news

Despite the outbreak
of coronavirus, both
countries enjoy
satisfactory cooperation
inallfieldsandlevels, she
added.

She noted that Tehran-
Moscow mediarelations
include workinggroup for
cooperation on sharing
and dissemination of
information.

asthe caretaker ofthe Ministry of Industryin mid-Mayto replace ex-minister Reza Rahmani.

Dollar holds firm as U.S.bond
yvields jump

Trump never change his policies even ifhe wins
again; Expert

“The world has changed and so should US-Iranianrelations,

but Trump seems unable to move forward”, U.S Professor of

Political Science told ILNA.

David Schultz who is a Hamline University
Professorof Political Science believes that Trump
thinksthe US can push around other countries
along buthasfailed torealize thatitcannotdictate
toChina, Russia, North Korea, orevenIran. Inreality,
Trump hasnothad much successin his foreign
policy. He said in his exculsive with ILNA news
agency that “One ofthe defining characteristics
of Trump’s foreign policy hasalso simply beento
reverse anything that Obamadid, including the
dealwithIran”

Schultzteachesacrossawide range of American
politics classes including public policy and
administration, campaigns and elections, and
governmentethics. Youcanread his fullinterview
withILNAasfollows:

Q: WillDonald Trump defeat]Joe Bidentowina
second terminthe White House?
A:IftheUSpresidential electionwereheld today, the
pollssuggestthat]oe Biden would winthe popular
voteand the electoral vote and become president
ofthe United States. However,alot can happen
betweennowand the November3,2020 Election.
The USisstillinthemiddle ofthe pandemicanditis
unclearhowthatwillaffectvoterturnout. Thereis
amovementtogetmore people tovotebymailand
itisnotclearhowmanywilldothat.

Q: Whatproblemdoes Donald Trump Face?
A:Inreality thereisoneissueinthiselectionand
itisDonald Trump himself. Fouryearsagowhen
heranagainstHillary Clintonboth of them were
unpopularbutmore people disliked herthan him
and benefitted by winning. Inthe 2018 midterm
electionstheywerereallyareferendumon Trump
and suburbfemalevotersturned outtovoteagainst
him. Ifthese female suburban voters turn outto
voteagainst Trump again he willlose. For Trump
towin his supportersneed to come outin higher
percentages than four years ago and Biden's
supportershavetohavealowturnout.

The pandemic has affected how we hold the

electionsanditisimpactingthe economywhichis
hurting Trump; Trump himself, the economy, the
pandemic, thesearetherealissuesthisyear.

Q: Whatis the bestwaytoreduce stressin the
currentsituation?

A:Thisisahighlypartisanand polarized election.
Nothingcanbe donebefore Novembertoreduce
thestress. Bidenisrunningasamore consensus
orcompromise candidate and he mayhave some
domesticsuccessinreducing USpolitical tension.
Q:DoesDonald Trumphaveagrand strategy?
A:ldidanarticle assessing Trump’s foreign policy.
Hereisalinktoit. https://content.sciendo.com/
view/journals/lasr/17/1/article-p11.xml.In
general Trump has pursued a US foreign policy
thathurtsUSinterests. Itisapolicy thattakesavery
narrowand one-wayvision of USinterests, failingto
realizethereisaneed toworkwith othercountries
tosolvecommonormutual concerns. Trumpthinks
the US canpusharound other countriesalong, but
hasfailed torealize thatitcannotdictate to China,
Russia, North Korea, orevenIran. Inreality, Trump
hasnothad muchsuccessinhisforeignpolicy.
Oneofthe defining characteristics of Trump’s
foreign policy hasalso simply been toreverse
anythingthat Obamadid, including the dealwith
Iran. Inits place Trump hasnoviable alternative
andwhenitcomestolranheseemsfrozenintime
backto 1979 (whenthe USand Iranhadahostage
crisis). Theworld has changed and so should US-
Iranianrelations,but Trumpseemsunabletomove
forward.

Q: Why does Trump notlift sanctions to show
friendshipwiththeIranian people?

A: Asnoted above, Trumpis stuckbackin time
in1979. Hedoesnotunderstand how the world
has changed, how U.Sand Iran potentially share
interests in regional security, and how trade
between the two countries would be beneficial to
both. Unfortunately, donotsee Trump changing
hisviewsor policiesevenifheweretowinasecond
term. A Biden presidency may bring back the
nuclear deal butitstill maytake time tobuild trust
between the two countries. We donoteven have
official diplomatic contactorembassies. We need
tobuild culturaland other connectionsasapartof
buildingtrust.

Biden chooses Senator Kamala Harris for

White House running mate

Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden on Tuesday

picked Senator Kamala Harris as his choice for vice president,

making her the first Black woman on a major-party U.S.

presidential ticketand givinghim a partner well prepared to

goontheattackagainstRepublican President Donald Trump.

With social unrestoverracial injustice rocking
the country formonths, Bidenhad been under
increasing pressuretoselecta Blackwomanas
hisrunning mate. Harrisisalso the first Asian-
Americanonamajor presidential ticket.
InHarris,a 55-year-old senator from California
who made her own run for the White House,
Biden gainsan experienced politician already
battle-tested by the rigors of the 2020
presidential campaign astheyhead into the
final stretch ofthe Nov. 3 election.

Biden on Twitter called Harris “a fearless
fighter for thelittle guy, and one of the country’s
finestpublicservants.” Harris wrote on Twitter
that Biden could “unify the American people
because he’s spenthislife fighting forus.”
Biden and Harris will appear together on
Wednesday atan eventin his hometown of
Wilmington, Delaware, the campaign said.
Harris, who became only the second Black
female U.S.senatorin history when elected in
2016, willberelied onto help mobilize African
Americans, the Democratic Party’s mostloyal
constituency. Four years ago, the firstdip in
Blackvoter turnoutin 20 years contributed to
DemocratHillary Clinton’s upsetlossto Trump.
Biden, whose foundering campaign was
rescued by Black votersin South Carolina’s
primary in February, needs their strong
supportagainst Trump. They will be crucial
in battleground states such as Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, where
Trump narrowly prevailed in 2016, as well
as Republican-leaning southern states like
Georgia and Florida that polls show have
become competitive this year.
Bidenservedasvice president for eightyears
under President Barack Obama, the first Black
U.S.president.

Numerous Blackleaders,including politicians
who had themselves been considered as
Biden’srunning mate, emphasized the historic
importofHarris’ selection.

“To see a Black woman nominated for the
firsttime reaffirms my faith thatin America,
thereisaplace foreverypersonto succeed no
matter whothey are orwhere they come from,”
said U.S. Representative Val Demings, a Black
womanwhohadbeenacontender.

Obama, perhaps the party’s most popular
figure, praised Harris on Twitter: “She’s spent
her career defending our Constitution and
fighting for folks whoneed afair shake.”

The Biden campaignnotcheditsbestgrassroots
fundraising day following the announcement,
accordingto one ofits digital directors, Clarke
Humphrey.

Republicans immediately tried to portray
Harris asa “radical” who embraces far-left
priorities such as sweeping police reformand
abanonfracking.

During a White House briefing on Tuesday,
Trump called Harris “the meanest, the most
horrible, mostdisrespectful” and “mostliberal”
senatorand said she washis “No. 1 draft pick”
given her unsuccessful presidential campaign.
Onaconference call the Trump campaign
hosted for reporters, Republican Senator
Marsha Blackburn asserted that Harris
supports eliminating private insurance in
favor of Medicare for Alland said her selection
reflects the “leftist takeover” of the party.
Asapresidential candidate, Harris proposed
agovernment-run system that would still
allow private insurers to offer plans; she
also supported afrackingban. Biden has not
embraced either proposal.

Harris, aformer prosecutorand state attorney
general in California, is known for her
sometimes aggressive questioning stylein the
Senate, mostnotably of Brett Kavanaugh during
his 2018 Supreme Court confirmation hearing.
Asapresidential candidate, shealsotook Biden
totaskinanationally televised debate over his
paststances on mandatory busing for students
asameansto desegregate schools.
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