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Isfahan City
Center

Isfahan City Center
isalarge commercial
and entertainment
complexin Isfahan,
Iran. Itisthelargest
shopping mall in
Iran and one of the

largest shopping
malls containing a
museum in the world.
Builtin four phases,
the Center covers
approximately
465,500 square
metres (5,011,000
sq ft) and includes a
5starhotel, ageneral
shopping mall with
more than 750 retail
outlets, a museum,
a hypermarket,
restaurants,
airline offices,
an international
financial center (IFC)
and a World trade
center (WTC), and
an entertainment
center with seven
cinemascreens and
a fair complex. The
mallis developed by
Prestige Land Iran
Co.and wasdesigned
by the architect
Medardo Cadiz of
Cadiz International,
Inc.

Celebrating a rich
palette of cultures
and stories of this
historic place,
Isfahan City Center
was envisioned
as a new hub of
recreation, shopping
and lifestyle in
Isfahan. Itshowcases
the rich heritage
of Isfahan and its
people, areflection
of Isfahan’sjourney
tobecomingaworld-
class city of prime
business, shopping,
lifestyle and tourism
destinations.
Itislocated nearthe
city of Isfahan and
the towns of Sepahan
Shahrand Baharestan
with easy access to
a railway station,
airport,and abusstop
transversing the main
ringroads ofIsfahan.
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The awesome and unforgettable
experience of exploring the
world’s most pristine desert
can become one of the best
experiences that you ever
had which people historically
believed it is a place where
demons and evil spirits live in.
Someresidencesinneighboring
villages and towns still hold
similar ideas and strongly
believed that “Rig-e-Jenn”is the
cursedregion.

Saltmarshes covered mostoftheland
swallowed up many who wished to
explore the mysteriousland may be
one of the major reasons for such
theseideas.Rig-e-Jennisavastdesert
covered by moving sand dunes that
have been walked by human only a few
yearsago. This pristineand untouched
desertsituatedin the middle of Dasht-
e-Kavir (central desertin Iran) and
duetolack of water sources, intense
heat,andrelatively bigsize considered
oneofthehardestdesertsamongthe
othersto cross.

Sand dunes, dryriverbeds, saltplains,
rarevegetation, hard and often dried
and cracked mud surfaces are the
major characteristics of thisawesome
desert. Another remarkable sight of
the desertis mini-mountains which,
nowadays, have been reduced its
number due to constantsand erosion.
Although vast surfaces of the area

are devoid of floraand fauna, butdue
tolittle available information about
its plants and wildlife, scorpions,

phrynocephalus (medium-sized
Lizards),and other Persian organsin
nearbyareashavebeenobserved.
Rig-e-Jennisalso called the Iranian
Bermuda Triangle due to sand dunes
and horrible salt marshes that
swallow up every living creature.
Sinkingin sands and swaps can be
the mostdangerousdisaster happing
to inexperienced tourists thateasily
caused them to die. Malek-Abad,
Mohammad-Abad Koureh-Gazvillage
aswellas Ashin and Baba Khaled are
amongthevillagestoaccessthedesert.
Panoramicview of sunrise & sunset,
the picturesque of its night sky with
its fabulous stars through oceans of
dunes, undoubtedly will be become
amemory tour that you have ever
experienced.

Ifyouwantto cross the desert, you
needreliable 4WD well-equipped cars,
large amount of water, enough fuel,
food, suitable clothes, shovel, accurate
map ofthearea, compass, GPS, satellite
mobile, firstaid kit,a very professional
team, and experienced leader who
knows Rig-e-Jennverywell.

Inthe old times, caravans and desert
tourists have never passed through it
and there arenovillages oranyroads
thereyetandjustafewresearchers
have passed throughit. Ourancestors
believed thatthisareaisputonacurse
and itisthelocation ofthe faunsand
devils. Today, most of the peoplein

Iran

citiesandvillagesaround also believe
initandtell such stories. Becauseithas
beensaid whoever enters this desert
will die or disappear. Maybe whoever
enters this desert will either sinkin
the salty swamps or die of thirstand
hunger.

Rig-eJennislocated in the southwest
and the westofthe Plain desert, the
south of Semnan, the south-east of
Garmsaar, the east of protected area
ofthe desertnational park, the north
of Anarak and the west of Jandaq,
withtheareaof3800 Km2. The Sulfur
Mountain is on the north side and
DamghantoJandaqroadisontheeast
side.The huge amountofactive sand
hillswithoutany plants have covered
avastarea.AllRig-eJennis covered
with lots of windblown sand and salty
alluvium from Alborz Mountains.
Sinkingin the sand and the swamps
canbethe mostdangerous disaster
which can happentoinexperienced
touristsand cause themto die.

The most common way to enter Rig-e
Jennis from the south, from the city
called Anarak and Ashin village.
Ashinvillage has springs thatenough
drinking water can be provided. Then
we candriveinto the heartofthe Rig-e
Jenn when most ofthe 4WD cars will
sink in the sand and cannot move.
Because of cold nightsinthe desertyou
canmakeabigfire outofdried plants,
then putthe coalsall over the ground
and coveritwith sand, then sleep on
warm sands till the nextmorning.The
bestseasonsareautumn and spring.

If you want to cross
thedesert, you
needreliable4WD
well-equipped
cars, large amount
of water, enough
fuel, food, suitable
clothes, shovel,
accurate map of
the area, compaiss,
GPS, satellite
mobile, first aid kit,
avery professional
team,and
experienced leader
who knows Rig-e-
Jennvery well.

WHERETO STAY

Sheikh Bahaei: One Of
The Most Recommended
Three Star Hotels In
Town

The 3-star Sheikh Bahaei Hotel Isfahanislocated near
Chaharbagh Abbasi Streetin Isfahan.Itis one ofthe
mostrecommended three star hotelsin town. First
ofallthemodernarchitecture and complete facilities
make you wantto stay and extranightortwo. There
istherefore online bookingavailable for this hotel.
Extend your vacation and do more shopping and
sightseeingin Esfahanthanyouplanned. The hotelis
thus conveniently near the famous fourhundred year
old ChaharbahgStreet.

There are thirty rooms atthe Sheikh Bahaei Hotel
Isfahan.Roomtypesare eithersingle,double ortriple
rooms. Therearealsohoneymoonsuitesavailable.Each
roomhasaprivatesafe, flatscreen TVandarefrigerator.
Therearealsoteaand coffeemakersand climate control.
Soakinthe mostnoteworthy bathtub while the kids
watch sometelevision. There are also showersand
hairdryersineach room. Enjoyan especially fresh
breakfastevery morningatthe restaurant. Take the
family tolunch atthe rooftop restaurantin 3-star
Sheikh Bahaei Hotel Esfahan. Here you will love the
internationaland Iranian cuisine.
Hotelfacilitiesalsoinclude a prayer room, elevator,
safety box ans shoeshiner in the lobby. There is
complimentary parking for guests. Hold ameetingat
themeetingroomrightinthehotel. Youcanalsodecide
tohave coffee withyourtourgroupatthe coffee shop.
Justonekilometre fromthe Sheikh Bahaei Hotel Isfahan
isthe city centre. Firstofall the Sheikh Bahaei Hotel
Isfahanislocatedlessthantwokilometres from the
Vank Cathedral and the Si-o-Se Bridge. The Masjed-e
Imam Mosqueisnearbyaswell.Itishalfanhourtothe
airport. Tourists willlove being sonear the Zayandeh
GreatRiver.Inthe centre oftown are greatbridges
including Shahrestan, Khadjoo, Sio Se polaswell. When
youwantbothrelaxationand easy accessto Isfahan
tourissightsthishotelisforyou.

Address: Sheykh Bahaie street, Chahar Bagh Abbasi,
Isfahan

ChoghaZanbil: Oldest Existing Ziggurat In Near East

The Chogha Zanbil, meaning “basket
mound”isthe oldestexistingzigguratin
the Near East. Located inthe province
of KhuzestaninIran, the Chogha Zanbil
ziggurat is estimated to be about
3,000-years-old.Itwas constructed by
the emperor of Elamite. The Elamite
civilization was one of the earliest
cultures to have flourished along the
rivers of Khuzestan.This magnificent
stepped pyramidal temple was
dedicated to the bull-god Inshushinak,
regarded as protector of Susa. Founded c.

1250B.C., the cityremained unfinished
afteritwasinvaded by Ashurbanipal,
as shown by the thousands of unused
bricksleftatthe site. Still, itis unlikely
that many people, besides priests
and servants, ever lived there.Some
scholars speculate, based on the large
number of temples and sanctuaries at
Chogha Zanbil, that Untash-Napirisha
attempted to create anew religious
center (possibly intended toreplace
Susa) which would unite the gods of
both highland and lowland Elam at one

site.The entire complex consists of the
magnificent Chogha Zanbil ziggurat
(the largest structure of its kind in
Iran), temples, and three palaces.The
ziggurat'sirregularly shaped outer wall
extends approximately 3,900 by 2,600
feet (1,200 by 800 meters) around the
innersanctumand 13 temple buildings,
of which only four are well conserved.
Thesquarebase of the ziggurat, 344 feet
(105 meters) on each side, was built
principally of brickand cement. Itnow
stands 80 feet (24 meters) high,lessthan

ST half

itsestimated original

height.Foralongtime the place was

unknown to the outside world, butthe

zigguratwas accidentally discoveredin

1935 by British Petroleum during an oil
searching project.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Ta’Ziyeh Khani ritualin
Dehaghan

Ta'Ziyeh Khaniritualisbeingheld in Dehaghan
county with the participation of Ta’Ziyeh
Khans (Ta'Ziyeh singers or readers) of Isfahan
province.

“The Ta'Ziyeh Khaniritualisbeingheldin Azam
Hosseiniyeh of Dehaghan County with the
cooperation of the planning council of Ta'Ziyeh
andritual arts,” the head of culture and Islamic
guidance department of Dehaghan County
said. “Ta’Ziyeh singers from Felavarjan and
Mobarakeh counties along with some groups
from Dehaghan and Golshan participatein the
Ta’Ziyeh Khaniritual,” Saeed Tabibian added.
Sayingthatthisritual with the title of “The sun
onthe spear”, isbeingheldin this county for
the fifth successive year, he said, “The purposes
ofholding this ritual are making known the
goals of Karbala uprising, praying on time,
promotion of virtue and prevention of vice,
promotingthe culture of Ashura, and conveying
the message of Imam Hossein’s soldiers to the
nextgenerations.”

Announcing the participation of one hundred
Ta'Ziye Khansin this traditional ritual, Tabibian
continued, “The best Ta’Ziyeh groups and
Pir Gholaman-e Hosseini will be honored
atthe end of this ritual. Itis tried to use the
combination ofthe dramaticarts, theater,and
Shabih-Khani (Lamentation) in Ta’Ziyeh-
Khani, and the old style is also revived and
preserved.”




Iranian Lawmakers Expected to
Approve CFT Bill

Lawmakers will deliver their final view Sunday on a government bill
allowingIrantojointhe international Convention for Combating
Financing of Terrorism, said the Majlis National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission spokesperson Ali Najafi Khoshroudi.The
commissionmeton Tuesdayto finalize areview of theissuesregarding
the bill before sending it to the chamber for the final vote.According
to Khoshroudi, Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani, Intelligence Minister
Mahmoud Alavi-Tabar, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, governor of
the Central Bank of [ran Abdolnasser Hemmati held a meeting earlier to analyze differentaspects
ofthebilland presented the outcome ofthe meeting to the key commission.“I think the bill will be
endorsed overwhelmingly,” Najafi Khoshroudi said, noting the positiveatmosphere of the parliament

MoU to Help Connect Iran
Railroad to Turkey

Amemorandum of understanding for carrying out feasibility
studies on the construction of Jolfa-Poldasht-Cheshmeh
Sorayyarail route stretching from Eastto West Azarbaijan
provinces hasbeen signed.

Signatories include Secretary of High Council of Free Zones
Morteza Bank, CEO of the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways Saeed
Mohammadzadeh, CEO of Maku Free Trade Zone Gholamreza
Soleimaniand CEO of Aras Free Trade Zone Mohsen Nariman on Saturday.

ArasFTZislocated in]Jolfa County of East Azerbaijan.

As perthe quadrilateral MoU, IRIR will be in charge of approving (or disapproving) the
investment contract, preferably abuild-operate-transfer one, IRNA reported.Maku and Aras
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Iran aluminum production

volume up by 10% in five months
Statistics shows thataluminum produced by three
majoraluminum production companies [including
IRALCO,HORMOZAL and Al-Mahdji] in the country in
the firstfive months of the currentIranian calendar
year (March 21-August21) increased 10 percentas
compared to the same period oflastyear.

Aluminum bauxite, aluminum hydrate and the lime
produced in Iran Alumina Company registered a
significant growth as compared to the same period
oflastyear.

Inthe same direction, IRALCO companies in Arak,
Markazi province and HORMOZAL and AL-MAHDI
aluminum production companies in Bandar Abbas
produced 151,691 tons of various aluminum products
from March 21 to August21,2018.

Iran’s total aluminum production volume in the past
year (ended March 20,2018) stoodat 137,473 tons.
Inthis period, IRALCO, HORMOZAL and AL-MAHDI
aluminum production companies produced 74,764,
47,286 and 29,641 tons ofaluminum respectively.
Iran Alumina Company based in Jajarm, North
Khorasan province produced 363,300 tons of bauxite
inthe same period.

Moreover, the company produced 102,268 and
102,268 tons of alumina powder and aluminum
hydratesinthe same period respectively.

Iran, global standard officials

discuss mutual interests

Head of Iranian national center for numbering
tradeitemsand services metthe president of Global
Standards One onthessidelines ofthe GS1 Asia Pacific
Regional Forum 2018 in Macao and discussed mutual
interests.Hossein Paryab and Miguel Lopera met
on Saturday to discuss foreign investmentin Iran,
enhancementofmutual cooperation,and experiment
exchange.The collaborations include blockchain
technology, Internetof Things (I0T), dataencryption
technologies, and electronictrade. Paryab also made
arrangements aboutthe electronictrade eventdueto
beheldin Tehranin 2019 with the representatives of
othermembersof GS1.Foundedin1973,GS1isanon-
profitinternational organization forimplementing
productidentification and numbering with 150
member states. Barcodeis the best-known solution
initiated by GS1inlate 1960’s.

Iran’s Qil Sales to India to

Continue despite Sanctions: Zarif
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
said Iran’s oil sales to India will continue despite the

US threats of sanction pressures againstIran and

its economic partner.India is committed to buying

Iranian oiland continuing the bilateral economic

cooperation, Zarifsaid on Saturday after ameeting

with his Indian counterpartin New York on the

sidelines ofthe United Nation General Assembly,

Indo-Asian News Service news agencyreported.“Our

Indian friends have always been categorical in terms

oftheirintention to continue economic cooperation

and theimportofoil from Iran,” he said.“We have

comprehensive cooperation with India thatincludes

energy cooperation because Iran has always

beenareliable source of energy for India,” Zarif

added.

free trade zones will finance the project.

Iran’s CB Allowed to Intervene
in Forex Market

The governmenton Saturday
authorized the central bank
tointervene in the foreign
exchange marketto prop the
rial after the currency fell to
recordlowsinrecentweeks
againstmajor currencies.

High Economic Coordination Council
of Heads of Three Government
Branches headed by President
Hassan Rouhaniand the heads of
parliamentand the judiciary, “gave
the central bank governor the
authority to manage and intervene
inthe foreign exchange market.”
“The central bank will intervene in
the foreign exchange marketthrough
banks and authorized exchange
shops and undertake measures to
control the exchange rate of hard
currencies,” the presidential website
reported.

The rial hit a record low against
the US dollar on the unofficial
market Wednesday, as economic
difficulties exacerbate along with
thereimposition of sanctions by the
United States, according to Financial
Tribune.

The dollar was sold for as much
as 186,000 rials on Wednesday,
according to foreign exchange
websites. The rial has lost
approximately 75% ofits value since
thebeginningoftheyear.

On Saturday, the firsttrading day of
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the week, therial recouped some
ofitslossestobetradedataround
173,000-178,500 perdollar.

Closed Session of Parliament

The Majlis will hold a special closed
session on Sunday to discuss the
reasons behind steep increasesin
foreign exchange rates, said Akbar
Ranjbarzadeh,amember ofthe Majlis
Presiding Board.

Central Bank of Iran Governor
Abdolnaser Hemmati, Interior
Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli,
Intelligence Minister Mahmoud
Alavi-Tabar, the caretaker of the
Economy Ministry Rahmatollah
Akrami will brief lawmakers on
measures taken to stabilize the gold
coinand foreign currency market,

Tasnim News Agencyreported.

In addition, the Majlis Economic
Affairs Commission is goingto hold
ameeting with the same officials to
discusskeyeconomicissues, said the
commission’s spokeswoman, Zahra
Saeidi Mobarakeh.

) low againstthe US
She added thatdespite measures dollar on the unofficial
taken to manage the market, price market Wednesday,
rises are continuing and demand as economic difficulties
an investigation sooner rather than exacerbate along with
later..She added that during .the the reimposition of
meeting forexratesaswell as prices sanctions by the United
ofbasicgoods will be analyzed, the States

Islamic Consultative Assembly News
Agency (ICANA) reported.Relevant
authorities will be asked to present
reports on their organizations’
performance to the commission.

Therial hitarecord

-~

Official Blames
Enemies for
Upsetting Iran’s
Currency Market

Thelranian presidential office’s chief of staff
highlighted therole of the US, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates in volatility
in the country’s currency market, urging
strongunity in the country to weather the
economic crunch.Speakingata TV show
on Saturday night, Mahmoud Vaezisaid the
enemies have focused their attempts on the
foreign currency marketin Iran.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and the US have
opened marketsin the cities of Herat, Dubai
and Sulaymaniyahin ordertoraise currency
prices there and impact Iran’s market, he
deplored.

Vaezi called for strong rapportand unity
amongthe Iranian people, governmentand

business sector to deal with the economic
pressures.

He alsonoted thatthe necessaryimported
commodities have already been purchased,
assuring the nation that foodstuff and
pharmaceutical products are the main
prioritiesinthe administration’s plans.
Elsewhereinhiscomments, Vaezidismissed
the US offer for negotiations, saying
Washington should firstbegin to honor the
2015Irannuclear deal before talkingabout
negotiations.

“Negotiation for negotiationis meaningless;
itmustproduceresultsand haveapurpose,”
he underlined, pointing to US President
Donald Trump’s futile negotiations with
North Korea.

On May 8, Trump pulled his country out of
theJCPOA, whichwasachievedin Viennain
2015 afteryears ofnegotiationsamongIran
and the Group 145 (Russia, China, the US,
Britain, France and Germany).

The USalsore-imposed sanctions against

Iran, announced plans to get as many
countriesas possible down to zero Iranian
oil imports, and launched a campaign
of “maximum economic and diplomatic
pressure” onIran.

Meanwhile, Iran’s market has experienced
ahikeinthevalue of foreign currencies and
gold coin pricesinrecentmonths.

There hasbeen growing demand for dollars
among ordinary Iranians, who fear more
plunge in the value of their assets and
growing price of goods, even those not
imported fromabroad.
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Suspended Iran-Iraq passengerline comes back

passengerlinesinsideand outside

The passengerlinebetweenlran Iraqduetoitssignificance.

and Iraqghascomebackonstream Thedirector of General of Maritime
after three years of suspension, Transport, Abdul Karim Kenhal,
according to Iraq’s Ministry of said his company is equipped
with advanced boats capable of
In a Saturday statement, Iraq’s makingvoyagestonearandfaraway
Ministry of Transportannounced destinations.
thatshipsbelongingtothelraqi HesaidthattheresumptionofIran-
State Company for Maritime Iraqpassengerlinecanpromote
Transport have carried 46 tourismandpreventcrowdingat
passengerstoKhorramshahrport borders.
asthepassangerlinebetweenthe Director General of Khorramshahr
two countrieshas comebackon Portand Maritime Administration

had previously welcomed the

The statement has quoted Iraqi resumption ofthe passengerline
Minister of Transport, Kadhim betweenIranandIraq,sayinghis
Finjan, as saying thathis country administrationisreadytocarry300
is ready to launch and resume passengerstolragqonadailybasis.
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+ Road
Accidents

Blamedon
Dwindling
Budget
Oneofthereasonsbehind
road accidents in Iran is
the declining budget of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran Road Maintenance
and Transportation
Organization-theexecutive
armoftheMinistryofRoads
and Urban Development,
the spokesperson of Majlis
Development Commission,
SodeifBadri, said.The MP
noted that over the past
couple ofyears, the Plan
and Budget Organization
has cut down RMTO’s
budget by up to %40
annually.“

oIran Capex
Disbursements
Increaseby
450%

The Iranian government
hasspent255 trillionrials
(1.73$billion) in capital
expenditureduringthefirst
fivemonths ofthe current
Iranian year (started
March 21), whichis %450
more compared with the
same period oflastyear,
Iran's Plan and Budget
Organizationsaid.
Theallocated Capexbudget
constitutesmorethan %41
of this year’s budget i.e.
620 trillion rials (4.21$
billion).Ever since 2001,
thefirstyear ofthe Islamic
Republic of Iran’s Third
Five-Year Development
Plan, the government’s
operating budget has
always overtaken that of
capital expenditure.

Iran Home
Video Sales

Down30%

EghtesadOnline: Home
video sales of Soureh
Pictures-amajor producer
and distributor of [ranian
feature and short films
in Iran-are down %50,
thanks to a rise in the
prices of DVDs, the head
ofthe company said.The
depreciation of Iranian
rial againstthe US dollar
and the rising costs of
raw materials, including
polycarbonate and
cardboard, have pushed
upDVDpricesfrom 60,000
rials (36 cents) to 100,000
rials (61 cents) over the
past few months and
consequently depressed
demand forhome videos,
hewas quoted as sayingby
the Persian daily Donya-e
Eqtesad.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,192%

Currency: IRR {
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Theelderly

financial
dilemma!

. They fought for
eight years and they
defend the country
so why now that they
need help, no one will
help them? Efforts to
make life satisfactory
intheelderly will keep
our youthsinabetter
mood And hope for life
inthe countryincrease.
Seniors need to stay
physically active, do
exercise, refrain from
doing heavy work,
follow a proper diet,
and address their
medical problems. In
addition, thisimposes
many costs on them.
While the amount of
incomeafterretirement
is reduced and does
not pay off. The
economic problems of
the elderly should be
taken seriously, as the
frustrationamongthe
elderly canbepassed on
toyounger generations.
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SaudiArabia
mostnotorious
Sponsor, source
of terrorism: Iran

Iran’s Foreign Ministry

spokesman Bahram Qassemi
has rejected the anti-Iran
comments made by the
Sauditop diplomat, saying
terrorism has its roots in
theideology promoted and
sponsored by theregime in
SaudiArabia.
Qassemimade the comment
in reaction to remarks by
SaudiForeign Minister Adel
al-Jubeiratthe UN General
Assemblywhereherehashed
baselessallegationsagainst
[ran.
"Incontrovertibly, Saudi
Arabiaisthe mostnotorious
supporter of terrorism in
theworld,and theterrorism
thathas engulfed the whole
world, especially the Middle
East, todayisrooted in Saudi
Arabia and the extremist
ideologies promoted and
sponsored by this regime,"
said Qassemiwhile rejecting
the Saudi foreign ministers
claims."Adel  al-Jubeir
proudly announces his
country’s support for [US
PresidentDonald] Trumps
strategy of countering
multilateralismand ruining
international agreements
and contracts,and thisisnot
strange because his country
(Saudi Arabia) is among
the key supporters of the
camp affiliated with Trumps
thoughtsinthe United States,”
Qasseminoted.

Iran plays crucial role in
establishing peace, securityin
ME:Japanese politician

Japanese former vice minister for Foreign Affairs Akitaka
Saikisaid thatIran hasan essentialrolein establishing peace
and stability in the Middle Eastregion.

He made the remarks in a meeting with the Iranian
ambassadorto Japan Morteza Rahmani-Movahed in Tokyo.

hoped thatresearch cooperation between hisinstituteand
Iranwould beincreased.

Rahmani-Movahed, for his part, touched upon the interest
of Iraniansin Japanese culture and people, adding that,
despite the greatdistance between the two countries,
friendly relations have always existed and ithasbeen even
strengthened.

He furtherspelled outthe latestdevelopmentin the Middle
Eastand expressed Iran’sreadiness to enhance cooperation
with the Middle EastInstitute of Japan.

mostprestigious organization in
the field ofthe Middle Eaststudies
inJapan. The original activities of
the Institute aimed at promoting
acorrectunderstanding of the
region and its affairs among
the Japanese public, through
providing timely and relevant
information and commentaries. With
theincreased geopoliticalimportance

Saikipointed to thelonghistory ofrelations between the two
countries and said thatthe Japanese Emperorand people
know Iranian culture and that many Iranian historical relics

arebeingheldinJapan’s museums.

Saiki,whoisthe presidentof Middle EastInstitute of Japan,

Accordingtoits official website, the Middle East Institute
of Japan was founded in February 1956 as a private
organization by a group of university professors and
intellectuals specializingin the Middle Eastern affairs. Their
determined efforts have made the Institute the firstand

“Without Us, Who Knows What’s Going
to Happen”: Trump Warns King Salman
to Buy More Weapons

US President Donald Trump called

on Riyadh to increase its military

spending, with an eye on more

weapons sale to the “rich” kingdom.

Speaking at a campaign rally in

West Virginia on Saturday, the US

president stressed that he had

complained that Washington

was not getting what it should

from Saudi Arabia duringa phone

conversation with King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Middle East
News.

Trump said he had told King Salman that
Riyadh has “trillions of dollars” and could
payitsmilitarybills.

“Ilove Saudi Arabia. They are great, King
Salman, [ spoke with him this morning.
said, king, you have gottrillions of dollars.
Withoutus, who knows what’s going to
happen.... With usthey are totally safe. But
wedon’'tgetwhatwe should be getting,” he
stated.

Trump further threatened to end what
he claimed to be subsidies for the Saudi
military“Weare subsidizing their military.
[saidletme askyoua question. Why are
we subsidizing the military — it’s one
thingifacountryisindeep troubleandin
danger;” henoted,adding that “I said ‘Saudi
Arabia, youarerich,youhave gotto pay for
your military. You have gotto pay for your
military, sorry”.

Last year, the US president signed the
largestarms deal in history with Saudi
Arabiadespite warnings thathe could be
accused ofbeing complicitintheregime’s
war crimesin Yemen. During visitto Riyadh
inMay 2017, Saudi Arabia agreed to buy
$US110billion of USweapons and signed
“investment” dealsworthbillionsmore.
Thekingdomhasone ofthe highestrates of

of the Middle East, Japan’sinterestin and

attention totheregion was expanded and deepened. The
institute hasresponded to this situation with its research
and publication activities covering the region’s politics,
economy, religion, culture, and history.

spendingonits military in the world, which
stoodat 10.3 percent of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP)in2017,accordingto World
Bankdata.

Before his presidency, Trump described
SaudiArabiaas“amilkcow” whichwouldbe
slaughtered whenits milkrunsout.
SaudiArabiahasbeen striking Yemen since
March 2015 to restore power to fugitive
president Mansour Hadi, a close ally of
Riyadh. The Saudi-led aggressionhasso far
killed atleast 17,500 Yemenis, including
hundreds ofwomenand children.

Despite Riyadh’s claims thatitisbombing
the positions of the Ansarullah fighters,
Saudibombers are flattening residential
areasandcivilianinfrastructures.
Reportsbyindependentworld bodieshave
warned thatthe Saudi-led air campaign
againstYemenhasdriventheimpoverished
country towards humanitariandisaster,as
SaudiArabia’s deadly campaign prevented
the patients from travelling abroad
for treatmentand blocked the entry of
medicine into the war-torn country.
Yemenistheworld’slargesthumanitarian
crisiswith more than 22 million people
in need and is seeing a spike in needs,
fuelled by ongoing conflict, a collapsing

\I

economy and diminished social services
andlivelihoods.

Theblockade on Yemen has smothered
humanitarian deliveries of food and
medicinetotheimport-dependentstate.
The UN has recently called the
humanitarian situationin Yemen “bleak”
and stressed thattheyarelosingthebattle
againstfamineinthe country.

Mark Lowcock, UN Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency ReliefCoordinator (OCHA) said
millions of peopleacrossthe countryareat
riskofdying due tofood scarcityand thatthe
situation hasdeterioratedinan “alarming”
fashion.“We are already seeing pockets of
famine-like conditions--- including cases
where people are eating leaves because
they have no other form of sustenance,”
headded.He stressed that 75 percent of
Yemen'’s population ofaround 22 million
areinneed of some form ofhumanitarian
assistance.

A UN panel has compiled a detailed
reportofcivilian casualties caused by the
Saudimilitary anditsallies during their
war against Yemen, saying the Riyadh-
led coalition has used precision-guided
munitionsinitsraidsonciviliantargets.

Trump further
threatened
toendwhat
heclaimedto

be subsidies
forthe Saudi
military.“We
aresubsidizing
their military. |
saidletme ask
you a question.
Why arewe
subsidizingthe
military —it'sone
thingif acountry
isindeeptrouble
andindanger,”
henoted, adding
that “Isaid ‘Saudi
Arabia,youare
rich, you have got
topayforyour
military. You
havegottopay
foryour military,

"

sorry”.
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Zarif: Iran to quit JCPOA, if

o [
Europe mechanisms fail to work
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid the if Europe's
special mechanisms fail to work Iran will leave nuclear deal known as
theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Zarif: Iranto quitJCPOA, if Europe mechanisms fail to work
According to US media Washington Post, Zarif made the remarks
Saturday nightaddressingaroundtable in Iran paermanent mission
inNew York.
Countriesare starting to make agreements to use their own currencies
inbilateral trade, Zarifwas quoted as saying.
“You canuse your own currency,” he said. “Sell stuffin your own currency,
buy stuffin the other country’s currency, and at the end of a specific
period, balanceitoutinanon-dollar currency. It’s quite possible and
may even be profitable,” headded.“Have you seen that map with all the
U.S.basesaround usand said, 'Why are these Iranians putting their
countryinthemiddle ofall these bases?” hereiterated.

Zarifwentonto say that “Weare in our region. We have notinvaded any
country. We have notsenttroops anywhere we were notasked. We have
notbombed any country. We have not taken territory from any country.
We are contentwith our size, with our geography, with our resources. We
haveno eye onanybody else’s territory, resources or people.”
“Ididn’tknow thatyou stillhad witch hunts here in the US,” Zarif said
whenasked to characterize the conversations with Kerry.
“Whathehasdonehasbeento encourageustostayinthedeal,”headded,
laudingthevirtues of dialogue between Americansand Iranians.
Earlier Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Seyyed Abbas
Araqchi said on Friday that EU’s special purpose vehicle (SPV)
intended for easing banking and trade transactions with Iran will
take effecton November 4.“Europeans are aware of our expectations
thatthe SPV’s structure should be clear by then and atleast some
section ofthe mechanism should start working,” he said.On Saturday,
aRussian diplomatannounced that Russiaand Chinaare to adopt
new mechanismsindependentof Europe to bypass the US anti-Iran
sanctions.

report

Official admits US cannotforce Iran out of Syria

Neither Russianorthe US canforce Iranians out
of Syriaastheirpresenceisatthe official request
ofthe Damascus government,asenior US official
said.

"Wearenotgoingto force Iranians out of Syria.
Wedon'teven think the Russians can force the
Iraniansoutof Syriabecause forceimpliesforce,
military action," US Special Representative
for Syria Engagement James Jeffrey said on
thesidelines of the UN General Assembly on
Thursday.

"This is all about political pressure" and
"technically thisis the Syrian governmentthat
hasinvitedtheIraniansin,"henoted.

there,"headded.

However,itwas "our expectation thatthe Syrian
government...attheend ofthe political process
oratsome pointofthe politics process willno
longer feel the need to have the Iranian forces

Jeffrey said the US president wants American
troopstoremainin Syriauntillraniansleavethe
Arab countrybutthisdoesnotnecessarilymean
having Americanbootsonthe ground.

"There are many ways that we can be on the
ground. We're certainly on the ground
diplomatically," he said, while adding thatno
optionsweredefinite.

John Bolton, Trump's national security adviser,

areoutsideIranianborders."

all-outforeign-sponsored militancy.

claimstobelranianmilitarybases.

NEWS

Trump Says He, KimJong Un'in Love'
USPresident Donald Trump said he and North Korea's Kim
Jong Un have fallen "inlove" -- their bromance fueled by
"beautifulletters"hereceived fromtheleader ofthenuclear-
armed state.Trump on Saturday elevated hisrecent praise of
Kimtonewheights,ataWestVirginiarallyinsupportoflocal
candidates for his Republican Party."And then we fellinlove
--OK?Noreally. Hewrote mebeautifullettersand they're great
letters.Wefellinlove," Trumptold the crowd.On Monday atthe
United Nations General Assembly Trump lauded the North
Koreanstrongman--whoisaccused by the UN and others of
widespreadhumanrightsabuses--as "terrific",oneyearafter
Trump eviscerated Kim from the same platform, AFPreported.
Trump followed those comments by saying Wednesday he
hadreceivedan"extraordinaryletter" from Kim,and sounded
optimisticaboutprospects forasecond summitbetweenthe
twoleaders "fairly quickly."
Trumpusedhisdebutaddressatthe UN General Assembly 12
monthsagotothreatento "totally destroy"” North Koreaand
belittleitsleaderas"rocketman," prompting Kimtorespond
by callingthe presidenta "mentally deranged US dotard."
Those wereamongaseries of playground-type slurs the
leaders ofthetwonuclear-armedstateshurled ateach other,
settingtheworld onedge.

Palestine Sues US at ICJ over Embassy

Relocation

Palestinefiledacomplaintagainstthe United States with the
United Nationstop courtover Washington'sdecisiontomove
theUSembassyinIsraelfrom Tel AvivtoJerusalem (al-Quds).
Inarecentstatement, the International Courtof]ustice (ICJ)
said Palestine contendsthe embassy'srelocationisinbreach
ofthe 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, Al
Jazeerareported on Saturday.

Initsapplication, Palestine argued thatthe treaty dictates
embassiesmustbeestablished ontheterritory ofthereceiving
stateand thatthe "special status of Jerusalem" means that
the USviolated itsinternational obligations when it moved
itsembassy.

Accordingto the statement, Palestine asked the courtto
declarethe moveillegalas well as order the US to withdraw
theembassy fromJerusalem.

OnSaturday, Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyad al-Malki said
the complaint"comesinline with the policy of the State of
Palestine, whichaimsto preservethe character oftheholy city
ofJerusalem withits unique spiritual, religious and cultural
dimensions".

"We defend ourrightsand our people withouthesitationand
rejectall forms of political and financial extortion," he said.

Iran, China to Prevent US’ Regional

Presence: Leader’s Adviser

Ali Akbar Velayati, aninternational adviser to the Leader of
theIslamicRevolution, highlighted Washington’s hostilities
againstlranand Chinaand said the two Asian countries will
preventthe USpresenceintheregion.

The Americans donotwantasuccessful influential country
in West Asialike Iran and a powerful influential country
like Chinain EastAsiato exist, Velayatitold reportersaftera
meetingwith anacademicdelegation from Chinain Tehran
onSaturday evening.

“This will cause Iran and China, which believe in their
independence, power and ability, to prevent the influence
and presenceofthe United Statesand those seekingtodestroy
independence,”headded.Velayatifurtherhailed hismeeting
with the Chinese delegation as “very valuable” and said a
number of successful plans wereraised in the talks.Iranand
Chinahave close diplomatic,economic, tradeand energyties,
andinrecentyearshave developed theirmilitaryrelationsas
well.BackinNovember2016,the defense ministersoflranand
Chinasigned anagreementin Tehrantoenhance the defense
cooperationbetween the two countries.

earlieronMonday said the American forceswere
notgoingtoleave Syria"aslongasIraniantroops

At the request of Damascus, Iran has been
providing military advisory assistance to the
Syrian governmentforces who are fightingan

AccordingtoPress TV, Iran's military presencein
Syriaisathornintheside ofIsrael. Tel Avivandits
mainallythe USwantSyriatoasklIranianadvisers
toleave the countryand dismantle whatIsrael

Inaninterviewwiththeal-Alam News Networkin
June, Syrian President Basharal-Assad said [ran

nothave any military
basesin Syria, butifthereis “aneed forIranian
militarybases,we willnothesitate."

Assadsaid Damascushadinvited Iranand Russia
to Syria, unlikethe American, French, Turkishand
Israelitroopswhoareoccupyingforces.
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Iran Non-Qil Exports Set to Hit $60bln by March

Managing Director of Exports Guarantee Fund of Iran Kamal Seyed Ali c :
announced thatIran’snon-oil exports willincrease by the end of the current ; 4] 2"
Iranian calendaryearof 1397 (on March 20,2019).The official recounted [
thatthe Iranian outward trade in non-oil sector will witnessa 1.5 times

boostbythe end ofthe currentIraniansolar calendaryear from $45 billion to

$60billion.“We cannotsolely counton Iran’s oil, whileitis possible to manage
the country withoutoil revenues with proper and efficient management of
non-oilexports,” Kamal Seyyed Ali said Sunday addressing the Export Guarantee

Fund of Iranworkshop.The officialadded that of the Export Guarantee Fund of Iran
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Trees and green space irrigated round the clock

"With the cooperation of the Motor Vehicle
Services Organization of Isfahan municipality,
irrigation water trucks provided sufficient water
for trees and green space of the city in three shifts during this
summer to save them from destruction," the CEO of the Mo-
tor Vehicle Services Organization of Isfahan municipality

said.

Sayingthatthis organization playsanimportantroleinthe
cleanlinessofthecityanditdelivers servicesto the citizens
round the clock, Hassan Nezamzadeh said, "20 irrigation
watertruck ofthe Motor Services Organization of Isfahan
municipality haveirrigated the trees and green space of
Isfahanwith the help of 60 driversand 23 tankers of the
private sector.”

"This organization offered its new city cleaning machines
to the 15 municipal districts of Isfahan on the eve of the
new schoolyear. Upgrading the machines of the Motor
Service Organizationhasbeen putontheagenda,andthe
transportation fleet will be renovated,” he noted.

"There is a strike team in this organization that its
members are ready in 24 hours-shifts, so thatifany
unexpected eventhappens throughoutthe cityand the
heavyequipmentare needed, these protective equipment
willbe senttothelocationassoonaspossible," Nezamzade
said."This organizationis trying to provide the bestand
up-date services by utilizing the existing facilities and
technical equipmentand also organizing the machine
servicesinthebetter formand quality," headded.

-
FM: Germany to Continue

Trade Exchanges with Iran
Despite US Withdrawal
fromJCPOA

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas voiced support
for theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and
effortstokeeptradetransactionswith Irandespitethe US
withdrawal from the deal and re-imposition of sanctions
ontheIslamic Republic.Addressingthe 73rd annual
session ofthe United Nations General Assembly in New
York, Maas stressed that Europeanswould stand together
by the Iran nuclearagreementafter the US’ unilateral
pullout from the deal backin May.“We are working on
keepingeconomicexchangewithIranpossible,and we call
onlranto continue to fullyimplementits commitments,”
hesaid.US President Donald Trump announced on May 8
thatWashingtonwould nolongerremain partoftheJoint
Comprehensive Plan of Actionand promisedtore-impose
thehighestlevel ofeconomicsanctionsagainstIran.

The sanctions reinstated on Iran on May 8 included
boycottoflran's crude suppliesand bans on transfer ofiits
cruderevenues. Thereisa 180 daysinterval before these
sanctions comeinto effect. Other USsecondary sanctions
werereinstatedlastmonth.

After Trump'sdeclaration, the Iranian governmentissued
astatement, callingthe USwithdrawal as "unlawful". The
statementunderlined Iran's prerequisites for continuing
the deal with the five world powers. These conditions
thatwerereiterated later by Iran's Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Seyed AliKhameneilatermainlyincludedIran's
guaranteed crude salesand transfer of its revenuesback
home.

Two monthslater, the other five powers party to the
nuclear deal have failed to satisfy Iran. President Hassan
Rouhanivoicedhisdisappointmentoverarecentpackage
ofincentives proposed by the European Union countriesto
Tehran,and said thatthe Islamic Republicexpectedamuch
better, clearerand explicitstance by the EU.
"Unfortunately, the EU’s package of proposals
lacked an operational solution and a specificmethod
for cooperation, and featured just a set of general
commitments like the previous statements by the
European Union," PresidentRouhanisaidinatelephone
conversationwith German Chancellor Angela Merkel on
July 5.

President Rouhanipointed to US' unilateral withdrawal
fromthenucleardeal,andsaid, "After the USwithdrawal
fromtheJCPOA, Iran has been dealing with economic
issuesand problemsinbankingrelationsand oil,and
foreign companiesthathave investedinIranare skeptical
aboutcontinuingtheirbusiness.”

The Iranian president, however, said that the package
proposed by the three European countries (the UK,
Germany, and France) onhow theyare goingtolive up
totheir commitmentsand cooperationunderthe JCPOA
was “disappointing”.PresidentRouhanireiterated that
the]CPOA wasamutual commitment,andsaid, "Iranhad
expectedaclear plan from the three European countries
afterthetwomonths’time theyhave been givento come
up with solid guarantees to ensure Iran’s economic
interestswould continue tobe metdespite US pulloutand
reinstatementofsanctions.” j

chargestheIranian exporters with acommission fee ofless than 1%, while the entity hasalready made
significant effortsin the field of export guarantees, includingidentification of purchasers.

Iran’s CB Allowed to Intervenein
Forex Market

IfUS takes offensive action against Iran, it might

ignite WWIII: Scholar

o0, If the United States takes an offensive ac-
) tion against Iran, it might well ignite World
War lll, because Russia and China cannot

stand by and see the Islamic Republic attacked by the
West, according to James Fetzer, a US academic and

analyst.

Fetzer, aretired professor of philosophy atthe
University of Minnesota, made the remarksinan
interview while commenting onretired US General
Wesley Clark’'s old prediction of an American
invasion ofIran.

“When Wesley Clark warns thatthe United States
isonthe path to war with Iran, it mustbe taken
seriously. It was he who upon his return from
servingas commander of Allied Forcesin Europe, to
the Pentagon encountered ageneral who explained
to himthe United States was planningto attackIragq,
and who alsoinformed him amonth alater of the
planto take outseven governmentsin the nextfive
years, beginning with Iraqand Libya, ending with
Syriaand Iran,” Fetzersaid.

“What Wesley Clarkis concerned aboutis that
thisintensified atmosphere with responses from
Iran will create the opportunity for the Zionist-
controlled foreign policy of Donald Trump... to
take offensive action againstIran, itwould be a
catastrophe,” headded.

“Itwillinitiate WW3. Russia will not stand by nor
Chinato see Iran attacked by the West. But these
monsters, who are so strongly controlled by Bibi
Netanyahuand Likudists, who desiretobringabout
the destruction of Iran, are all too likely to take
actionsthatareirrational, completely catastrophic

intheir consequences, withoutregard to the best
interestofthe world or even of their own states
respectively,” the analyststated.
“It'sagravesituationand I regretto say that Wesley
Clarkistooresponsibleavoicenottobeheard,” he
concluded.

Awarningby ClarkthatIran hasbeenatargetofUS
intentionsissued morethanadecadeagoappeared
thisweektobe moving closerto realization.
Accordingto Press TV, US President Donald Trump,
inthe anti-Iranremarks made atthe UN General
Assembly's General Debate and amplified as he
chaired ameeting ofthe Security Council, seemed
to confirm the claim made by the former chair of the
Joint Chief' of Staffunder PresidentBill Clinton that
Iranwasonalistofseven countries thatWashington
plannedtoinvade and destroy.

The retired -4star US Army general, Supreme
Allied Commander of NATO during the 1999 War
onYugoslavia,saidinthe 2007 interview thatthe
purpose ofthe 11 /9 attack was to take out the
governments of seven countriesin five years. These
seven countries were Iraq, Syria, Somalia, Libya,
Sudan, Yemen, and Iran. All of these countries have
been directly orindirectly been the object of US
aggression.

Last week, several gunmen launched a deadly
terroristattack on amilitary parade in the Iranian
city of Ahvaz, bordering Iraq where the US has still
thousands oftroops deployed. Some independent
observers have said that the well-coordinated
attackwasanindication thatthe United States has
decided to accelerate asymmetric warfare against
Iran, following Trump’slaunching ofan economic
war againstthe Islamic Republic.

Happened over the last week of September;

Trading over493 thousand tonnes of various

commoditieson IME

During weekdays ending up to Sept 27, approximately
493,474 MT of commodities worth over 571.4$ million
weretraded in Iran Mercantile Exchange.

Accordingto thereport from IME International Affairs
and PR, last week, on the domestic and export metal
and mineral trading floor of IME, 182,599 MT of various
products worth close to 222$ million were traded.

On this trading floor, 168,150 MT of steel, 3 kg of gold
bullion, 10,000 MT ofiron ore, 4,280 MT of copper, 160 MT
ofmolybdenum sulfuraswellas 9 MT of precious metal
concentrates were traded by the customers.

Thereportdeclaresthaton domesticand exportoil and
petrochemical trading floors of IME, 218,363 MT of
differentcommodities with the total value of 333$ million
were traded.

Onthis tradingfloor, 11,538 MT of bitumen, 440 MT of
insulation, 76,004 MT of polymer products, 27,221 MT of
chemical products, 2,500 MT of sulfurand 660 MT of oil
were traded.Moreover, on the agricultural trading floor
of IME, 92,100 MT of various commodities worth over
20$ million were traded. On this trading floor; 91,200 MT
of wheatand 900 MT of sugar were traded by customers.
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