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Iran, Turkeystress onneed to
expand economicexchanges

[ranian ParliamentSpeaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
and his Turkish counterpart Mustafa Sentop heldaphone
conversation, stressing on the need to expand mutual
relationsand cooperation.

Wednesday ,August 5, 2020, No. 564

Duringthe phonetalks, Mustafa Sentop congratulated the
speakeroflran'sparliamenton Eid al-Adha, saying, "With
theblessingofthisgreatEid, wewillwitnesstheeradication
ofthe coronavirusfromall overtheworld."

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Bad Debts Decline %11

%Jjg;u

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News
Pointing to the need to expand all-out relations
between Iran and Turkey, he said, "Neighborliness,
cultural affinity and humanitarianrelationsbetween the The number of bad checks fell by %11.7 , Iran’s export
peoplesnecessitate promotingtiestohigherlevels,asthe in the calendar month ending June 20
presidents ofthe two countriesarein close contactinthis . ' Ofpl‘OdllctS
regard.” compared to a month earlier, the Central d i
Referringtothe US cruel sanctions, Mustafa Sentop said Bankoflranreported. ownsin
thatthe UShas expanded the scope of its oppressive monthsdueto
sanctionsagainstsome countries, especially the Islamic

; ; ; Data published outbreak

RepublicofIran. Turkey opposesthesesanctionsandithas on Izhe CBI Head of Trade Promotion

stated thisinallinternational forums.
Ghalibaf, for his part, said that Iran's parliament is

website show

Organization of Iran

TPOI) said that try’
determined tosetupafriendship groupwith Turkeyatthe that = 881,000 gx ort) \/S(E)Illumeaofcorl:)r(lhz tz
earliestand promote mutual cooperation. NEWS checks ~ were delZlined e fli)rst -
Stressing on the importance of developing economic T EOtb prlgc'ess}eld monthsofthecurrentyear
exchanges between Iran and Turkey, he noted, “The y banks in the

: ¢ mentioned month. (fromMarch21toJuly22)

coronavirus has causedadeclineineconomicexchanges
between the two countries, butitis possible to further
promotetraderelationsbyupholdinghealth protocols”.
Pointingtothe capabilities of medical staffinIran, Ghalibaf
added, "Despite the inhumane US sanctions, we have
successfully operationalized medicaland health programs
and gained valuable experienceinthisfield."
Welcomingthestrengthening ofall-out cooperation with
Turkey, he hoped thatbilateral relations would enhance
ininternationaland regional forums,and in particular,

Invalue terms, bad checks
wereworth 186 trillionrials
($808.6 million), increasing
11.2% compared to the
earliermonth.

Bad checks accounted
for 11.2% and 12% of all
drawn checksinthe month
in terms of volume and

.

Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari
Province was nextat 15%
and Kurdistan third with
14.6%.

Provinces  with  the
lowestratio were Gilan at

the month, 2.5 million
valued at 789 trillion rials
($3.58b) were issued in
Tehran Province, making
it the province with the
highestvolumeandvalue of

Cashier Checks

Around 683,000 cashier
checksworth 1,168 trillion
rials were cleared by the
banksindicating 3.4% and
6.6% decline, respectivelyin

due to the coronavirus
global pandemic.
Speakinginaninterview
with FNA on Tue., Hamid
Zadboumsaid, “like other
countries, Iran’sexportof
productsdecreasedinthis
periodduetotheoutbreak
significantly”

cooperationbetween the two countriesin theform of the value, respectively. The 7-7% Alborz 9.5% and drawnchecks,accounting volumeandvalue. Turning to the m.ain
AstanaSummitwould continue percentages were higher ~Mazandaran10%. for32.2%and51.1%ofall Morethan208,000 checks reasons behind
' when compared with the Insufficient funds in the  drawnchecks,respectively.  worth628trillionrialswere considerable decline of

Despite US sancﬁons; samemonthlastyearwhen ~accounts of issuers were  IsfahanProvincewassecond cashedinTehran. country’sexportsvolume
. . checkswith9.4%involume the main reason why the bothinvolumeandvalue, Acashier'scheckisacheck in the first four months
Iran spetchemproductlon and 11.1% in value were checkswererejected.More representing 10.4% ofall ~ guaranteedbyabank,drawn of the current year, he

capacitytoincreaseby4mn
tons

Withtheimplementation ofthree petrochemical projects,
[ran’spetrochemical production capacity willincreaseby 4
milliontonsinspite oftough USsanctionsimposedagainst
the country.

These three petrochemical projects would be putinto

returned.

In the reviewed period,
about269,000 checksworth
87 trillion rials ($378m)
bouncedin Tehran Province,
accounting for 10.6% and
11%involumeand value of
baddebt.

than 858,000 checks worth
173 trillionrials bounced
because of not sufficient
funds (NSFs).

Drawn Checks

More than 7.9 million
checksworth 1,544 trillion
rials ($6.7b) wereissuedin

drawn checks and 6.4% of
thevalue.

About 7 million checks
were cleared by banks
in the month, indicating
0.4% increase in volume
comparedtoamonthearlier.
Value of cleared checks was

on the bank's own funds
and signed by a cashier.
Cashier'schecksaretreated
asguaranteed fundsbecause
the bank, rather than the
purchaser,isresponsible for
payingtheamount.

The CBlIreportcovered only

said, “Iran’s exportswere
severely affected by the
coronavirus pandemicin
thefirsttwomonthsofthe
currentyear (fromMarch
21 to May 22), so that
country could notexport
itsproductsfollowingthe

o . In terms of numbers, themonth.Thenumberof 1,358trillionrials($6.17b), interbankchecksprocessed closureofborders.”
?rzliriztrll%r;g;itggggﬁgi?;ﬁ?:ﬁiﬁigi:jngﬁiee%is:gfgx Kohgilouyeh-Boyerahmad ~drawn checks wentdown  showing14.1%monthlyrise. by Chekavak,aCBI-affiliated Currently, two land
of National Petrochemical Com[')any (NPC) Behzad Province topped the list 1.2%whilevalueincreased ~ Duringthemonth2.3million  electroniccheckprocessing borders, including
Mohammadion Tueinaninterviewwith IRNA withthehighestratioofbad ~ 13.7%, compared to the  checksvaluedat702trillion  system,anddidnotinclude Iran’s land border

' checkstotransacted checks €arliermonth. rials ($3.19b) werecashed  checksthatcirculate within with neighboring

Hepointed totheinauguration ofthreegiantpetrochemical
projectsandadded, “these petrochemical projectsinclude
Kaveh Petrochemical Company, Middle East Kimia
Pars Petrochemical Company and catalyst project of
Lorestan Petrochemical Companywhichwouldincrease
petrochemical production capacityup tofourmilliontons.”
Theaforementioned petrochemical projects, costing$1.57
billion atlarge, wouldadd more than four million tons to
the production capacity of petrochemicalin the country,
Mohammadireiterated.

A number of 27 petrochemical projects have been
defined atthe second stage, total of which would become
operationalby 2021, hesaid,adding, “oftotal 27 projects,
17 of which would be putinto operation before the
termination ofthe currentyear (toend March 20,2021),
based onwhich, petrochemical production capacitywould
increasefrom current66 milliontonsto 90 milliontonsat
large”

Implementation of these 27 petrochemical projects by
2021 with the production capacity of 100 million tons
wouldyield $25 billion worth of foreign currency for the
country,NPCchiefstressed.

NO 549

at18.1%.

Outofall checksdrawnin

in Tehran Province.

branchesofasinglebank.

Cigarette Output
Down27.9%,

[
Smuggling
Atotal of6.07 billion cigarettes were produced
inthefirsttwo months ofthe currentIranian
year (March 20-May 20), indicatinga27.9%
declinecompared withtheyearbefore.

The Ministry of Industries, Miningand Trade
estimates that4.76 billion cigarettes were
smuggled into Iran, registering a year-on-
year surge of97.51% given the 10.83 billion
cigarettes smoked in the country duringthe
two-month period, [ISNAreported.

Itisworth notingthatcigaretteimporttoIran
hasbeenbanned foralongtimenow.
InearlyJuly, Mohammad Reza Tajdar, thehead
of Tobacco ProductsImportersand Exporters

Up97.5%

Association, said, “Due to complications
associated with the provision of foreign
currency from the so-called secondary FX
market, known by its Persian name Nima, to
importcigaretterawmaterials, seven cigarette
and tobacco factories have suspended their
operationsand theremainingenterprisesare
workingat50% oftheir capacity; only oneis
operatingat70% ofits capacity”
The Central BankofIran hasrecently changed
the import category of raw materials of
cigarette from Group Il to GroupIl], suggesting
that importers have to meet their forex
requirements from exporters who are not
required to offer their forex earnings on the
secondary FXmarketrather than those who
haveto offer their earnings on the marketlike
exportersofnon-oil products (petrochemicals,
steeland minerals).

yearbefore.

NotingthatIran’s tobacco industry, which
employs 50,000 people, needsimported raw
materialsworth€300 millionannuallyto stay
afloat, Tajdarsaid, “Importsaccount for 70%
oftherawmaterials needed by the industry.
Unless CBI allows provision of forex from the
exportearningstraded through Nima, the share
of contraband cigarettes from the marketis
boundtoincreasefrom20-50%.Cigaretteisnot
anecessitygood,noquestionaboutthat, butitis
consumed by 12 million peoplein the country,
whichmakesitanessentialitem.”

Atotal of54.8billion cigaretteswere produced
in the last fiscal year (March 2019-20),
indicatinga13.7% growth compared withthe

Cigarette exports saw a 2.7% increase to
stand at 154 million while the ban onimports
remainedineffect.

Solution: NO 548

—_—

HaN

9
6
8
3
1
2
7
5
4

O N OOV N W

= 0O WIN OO OIN B~ O,
A NN[CO W Bh|O |~ |0
W P OO N =010 | N
D =001 © NI WIN

0O Oalw A~ ®OH|INDN

N O RNV W O | 00
N W =[O 00 N|Oo O],

to Greece reached to $ 1.7
million which hasdecreased
by nearly 70%,” an official
said.The Secretary-General
and member of the board
of directors of Iran-Greece
Joint Chamber of Commerce
Majid Movafeq Qadiri said to
ILNAnewsagency thatlran's
exportsto Greece in the first
quarterof2019 wereabout$
5.3 million; adding “Of course,

Iran's exports to Greece fellby %70

Greece.”He confirmed that
in the first quarter of 2020,
Iran'simports from Greece
worth $ 2.7 million,adecrease
0f 60% compared to asimilar
periodlastyear.“The decline
intraderelations between
the two countries dates
backtobefore of the impact
of the COVID-19 outbreak
oninternational trade and
shows that sanctions have

Turkmenistan, are still
closed, he said, adding,
“accordingly, reduction
ofexportwas completely
predictable.”
Elsewhereinhisremarks,
the deputy minister of
industry putthe value of
the country’s gasexport
to Turkey in the first
three monthsofthelast
year atabout $2 billion
and added, “this year,
no gas was exported to
neighboring Turkey this
year,sothatthisissuehad
an impact on reducing
[ran’sexports.”Exports of
all countriesinthe world
were severely affected by
the coronavirus global
pandemic,hesaid,adding,
“even, exportofacountry
like China decreased
significantly due to the
outbreak”

Borders have been
“Duringthefirstquarterofthe this period we exported reopened in recent
currentyear, Iran's exports more than $ 670 million to months oneafteranother

but currently, two of 31
land borders are still
closed, headded.

Iran’stradebalanceinthe
first four months of the
currentyear (fromMarch
21toJul22) turned-$2.2
billionduetotheoutbreak.
Also, statistics show that
country’snon-oilexports
hasdecreased41percent
as compared to the last

thisamountisverydifferent affected Iran's exports yea.r’s corresponding
compared to thefirstquarter more than imports,” he period.
of 2018 because during added.
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Chinato
Retaliate If
US Forces
Out Chinese

Journalists
China will take
retaliatory
measures if all
Chinesejournalists
basedinthe United
States are forced to
leave the country,
including targeting
US journalists in
Hong Kong, Global
Times Editor in
ChiefHu Xijin said
on Tuesday:.
“Giventhatthe US
sidehasn’trenewed
visa of Chinese
journalists: Chinese
side has prepared
for the worst
scenario that all
Chinesejournalists
have to leave the
US” Hu said on
Twitter. “If that’s
the case,Chinese
side will retaliate:
including
targeting usS
journalists based
in HK” Reuters

reported.
The Global Times
newspaper is

published by the
People’s Daily, the
officialnewspaper
of China’s ruling
Communist Party.
The United States
limited visas for
Chinesejournalists
in the country
to 90 days, with
an option for
extension, effective
May 11.Itwas not
immediately clear
how many Chinese
journalists have
been affected or
how many may be
required to leave if
their visasare not
extended.

The two countries
have already
exchanged
several tit-for-tat
actions involving
journalistsinrecent
months, with the
US designating
multiple Chinese
state or Communist
Party-backed
media as foreign

embassies.

China has also
expelled us
journalists forthree

US newspapers -
New York Times,
Wall StreetJournal
and the Washington
Post- this yearand
has threatened to
match any further
actions by the US
against Chinese
journalists.

=

Intl. communitymustreacttoUS

humanrightviolation

Callingthe USsanctionsamid coronavirus crisisanditsharassment
onlran’airlinerinviolation ofhumanrights, Mohsen Pak Ayeenurged
theinternational communityto force the USto fulfilitshumanrights

obligation.

AMember ofthe Islamic World Peace Forum made someremarkon
theanniversary of"[slamic Human Rightsand Human Dignity Day",
sayingthatrespectinghuman dignityand human rightshavebeen
emphasized manytimesinthe Qur'an, therefore, the Islamic Republic
ofIran considersitselfobliged torespecthumanrights.

ReferringtoIran’shealthassistance to countriesinvolved in combat
againstcoronavirus, hestressed thatthe international community
is committed to expanding international cooperation in case of
happening natural disasters, including earthquakes, floods, and
disease,and theimportance ofthis cooperationhasbecome doubled
duringthe outbreak."Atatime whenallinternational institutions
areemphasizingtheneed tolift sanctions on the countriesinvolved
in coronavirus, unfortunately, we are witnessing the United States'
actofhealth terrorism and violation of humanrights by imposing
andintensifying sanctions againstindependentcountrieslike [ran"
headded.He continued to refer to the intimidating US fighterjet
actionagainstthe Mahanairliner overthe Syrian skyand added “the
harassmentwasnotonlyan example of interferenceintheinternal

President Rouhani says enemy trying
to show Iran Gov’tas ineflective

President Hassan Rouhani said the

main partof the enemy’s war on Tehran

isattempting to instill that the Iranian

government is effective, distort its

capabilities, and deny its successes in
order to disappoint people and weaken
resistance to the USeconomicwar.

. Referring to Supreme
%J/w Leader of the Islamic
ISI:AHAN Revolution Ayatollah

Seyyed Ali Khamenei

N E W 3 about the enemies

NEWS short-termandlong-

_EEEM  term goals to stop

economic progress of Iran,

President Rouhani said that

the enemyisusing sanctions

and distortion of realities to

pursue its goals of stopping

economic progress of Iran,

drawingablack picture ofits

achievements, and instilling
disappointment.

Speakinginthe 157thmeeting

ofthe government's economic

coordination board, Rouhani

said thatthe enemyis feeling

the defeat more thananyone

else, spreading rumors and

misinformation, instilling that

the governmentisineffective,

and, most importantly,
creating a rift between the
officials of the country are
actuallyinline withthe goals
oftheenemy.

Hesaid thatthe officialsneed
togetunited to effectively fight
againstthe psychological war,
sanctions and distortions,
and added thatthe honorable
people of Iran have always
supported the Islamic
System and definitely all the
achievementsand successes
haveridden on thatsupport,
wisdom, and resistance.

He added that Iran has

beenunder unprecedented
pressures over the pasttwo
years, but, has managed to
reduce dependence on oil
income; the government
hasalso managed to provide
basic needs of the country
and prevent unemployment
from gettingworse.President
Rouhanisaid thatinaugurating
bigprojectsislikeathorninthe
eyeofthe enemyand thatthey
are angry with the people of
[ranand try to deny factslike
agricultural self-sufficiency
andincrease in productionin
differentfields.

Referring to the heavy
damages inflicted by the
coronaviruson the economy of
theworld, even world powers,
President Rouhani said,
accordingto other countries,
the Iranian governmenthas
tofight wars ofthe sanctions
and coronavirus at the same
time, adding that Iran has
had eye-catching successes
in economy and campaign
againstcoronavirus.
Comparing the decrease in
GDPs of Europe (10%) and
the US (30%), Iran has shown
betterresilience, he said.

affairsofanindependentcountryand
contrarytointernational standards
butalsoaclearviolationofhuman
rights, asitendangers thelives
of innocent people. From the
perspective of Islamic human
rights, suchinhumane acts are
certainly condemned, and justice
dictatesthatthe perpetratorsbetried
and punished."Elsewhereinhisremarks,
hecalled onall countriestouniteand confront
theanti-humanpolicies ofthe United Statesand force Washington to
fulfillitshumanrights duties.

Pakistan PM says
efforts underway for
Iran-Saudi mediation

Prime Minister of Pakistan says effortsare
underway for mediation between Iran and
Saudi Arabiathoughmakingslowprogress.

ImranKhansaidinaninterviewwith AlJazeera:
“Ourmediationbetween Iranand Saudi Arabia
hasnotstopped and we are making progress,
butslowly.

Thefullinterviewwillbeaired on Wednesday.
“We have done our bestto avoid a military
confrontationbetween Iranand SaudiArabia,
and oureffortshavesucceeded,” PM Khansaid.
Earlier, the prime minister said in his speech

tothe National Assembly thathis Pakistani
Government's efforts to end tensionsin the
region continue, butthere are some spoilers
whoareagainstIran-SaudiArabiarelations.
Thepremiersaid thatPakistanistryingitsbest
toimproverelationsbetween Iran and Saudi
Arabia.Prime Minister ImranKhanvisited Iran
onOctober 13,2019 withtheaim of promoting
peaceandsecurityintheregion.

Iran Sanctions John
Bolton's Ex-Aid
under Anti-Terror
Law

Iranhasimposed sanctionsonanaideto US
PresidentDonald Trump's former national
security advisor, John Bolton, whoisalsoa
currentmember of the so-called Foundation
for Defense of Democracies (FDD),underthe
IslamicRepublic’santi-terrorismlaw.

Inastatementon Monday, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry said Richard Goldberg—amember
ofthe Washington-based FDD and a former

aidetoBolton—wouldbesubjecttosanctions.
Theministryunderlinedinthe statementthat
thesanctionsareinaccordancewitharticles4
and 5 ofthe Lawon Combating Human Rights
Violationsand USAdventurousand Terrorist
Actionsinthe Region, passed by the Iranian
Parliamentin2017.“Toachievethegoalsofthe
aforementionedlawinimposing sanctions
on Americanindividuals who are actively
involved in economicterrorismagainstthe
interestsofthe governmentand citizens ofthe
[slamicRepublicoflran, Richard Goldberg,an
affiliatetothe FDD and formeraide tothe US
national securityadvisor, John Bolton, willbe
placedundersanctionssetforthinarticles6
to 8 ofthesaidlaw;’ the statementsaid, Press

TVreported.

Tensionbetween Washington and Tehran
entered a new phase when in May 2018,
Trump unilaterally withdrew his country
fromalandmark2015nucleardeal clinched
bythelslamicRepublicand sixworld powers,
officially known asthe Joint Comprehensive
Planof Action (JCPOA).

Following its withdrawal, Washington
targeted the [raniannation with the “toughest
ever” economicsanctions.

[t is currently ramping up efforts to kill
the JCPOA completely through pushing
the remaining parties to the multilateral
agreementto extend a UN arms embargo on
Tehran.

ZarifBlames Risein
Extremismon Big Powers’

Miscalculations

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said the
miscalculations and big mistakes made by the superpowers
haveresultedin catastrophesand asurge in extremismacross

theglobe.

The top Iranian diplomat made the remarksinaspeechatthe
Faculty of World Studies atthe University of Tehran on Monday;,
the second partofafive-partcourseininternational relations

entitled “World in Transition”.

“Extremism was aresult of miscalculations and occupation
(ofregional countries by world powers). The main problem,
which evolved into the existing sad conditions is the problem
of ‘misunderstanding’ and ‘miscalculation’, which caused both

regional powers and superpowers to make mistakes, Zarif

added.

"Miscalculations made by big powers, or in other words
superpowers, with regard to the world'smodern orderhave
resulted in consequences, which are by far more disastrous
than the mistakes made by other countries."

Healso described the 2003 US-led invasion of Iraq as one of
thebigpowers' miscalculations, saying thatthere were many
ambiguities surrounding the attackatits onset.
"Butsomething was conspicuous. Itwas clear from the very
beginning thatthis (US) war (againstIraq) would lead to
the spread of extremism in the world, " Press TV quoted him
as saying.Elsewhere in his speech, Zariftouched on the US
withdrawal from several international treaties, and said such
apolicyisjustsimilartothosebigoted and obstinateideas that
contravene the world's realities on the ground.

Some playersintheinternational scene, like the United States,

NEWS

Turkish Speaker Voices
Oppositionto US Sanctionson
Iran

Turkey’s Parliament speaker stressed his country’s
oppositiontothe cruel sanctions the UShasimposed
onlranamidtheoutbreakofthe coronavirus pandemic,
callingforenhanced cooperationbetween Ankaraand
Tehraninvariousfields.

Inatelephone conversation with Iran’s Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf on Monday,
Speaker ofthe Grand National Assembly of Turkey
Mustafa Sentop slammed the US for broadening
itscruel sanctionsagainstIranamid the COVID-19
outbreak.

“Weare opposedtothesesanctionsand have madeit
clearinallinternational organizations, Sentopsaid.
He also hailed the cultural commonalities and
humanitarianinteraction between the people of
Turkeyand Iran, calling for the expansion of bilateral
relationsinallfields.

Forhispart, Qalibafsaid the Iranian Parliamentis
resolved to form a friendship group with Turkey
immediately and promote cooperation with the
neighboringcountryinallfields.

Healso emphasized the necessity of boosting Iran-
Turkey trade ties in compliance with the health
protocolsin orderto preventmore economiclosses
incurred by thebusiness people ofthe two countries.
InJune, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zariftraveled to Turkey for talks to resume trade
relationsaffected by the coronavirus outbreak.

Austrianamb.:
Iran, Austria to systematically
continue expandingofties

Austrian Ambassadorto Iran Stefan Schulzsaid that
accordingtothedecision ofthe Iranianand Austrian
authorities, therelations between the two countries
willcontinueinastructured and systematicmanner.
He made the remarks onthe sideline of his visitto
Kohgiluyehand Boyer-Ahmad Province on Monday.
Referringtothetwo countries' closerelations, he said
thatthe main purpose ofhisvisitisto getacquainted
with the capacities of the province tobe able to help
boostbilateralrelations.

Thisvisitisa continuation of President Rouhani's
official visitto Austriain the pasttwo years, during
which the officials of the two countries decided to
continuerelationsinastructured and systematic
manner;headded.

Schulz said thatthe situation in Iran has become
complicated,and in factthe cruel sanctions of the
USand coronavirus have caused problems for the
countries.

There are many natural and climatic similarities
between Austriaand Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
Province, headded, sayingthatthisprovincehasbeen
successfulintermsofenvironment, forestand resource
management.

He noted that Austria tends to willingly share its
experienceswith thisprovinceinthefield oftourism.

have
struggled to take control

ofthe situation by resorting to old-dated rules and
reliance on their military superiority, buttheirapproachled to
a"disaster, " the Iranian top diplomat further said.




Leaderawards Imam Ali Officers Uni. with Orderof Sacrifice
Leaderofthe Islamic Revolution hasawarded Imam Al Officers' University
with the ‘Flagand Order of Sacrifice’ for their courage and selfless effortsin

defendingthe countryagainstthe enemy'saggression.

Ayatollah Seyyed AliKhameneigranted the Flagand Order of Sacrifice tothe
militaryacademyupontherequestofthe Iranian Armyand the General Staffof

the Armed Forces ofthe IslamicRepublicofIran, forthe braveries of the graduates
of Imam Ali Officer's University during the eight-year war (1980-1988) thatthe
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Despite US sanctions:
Iran’s petchem
production capacityto
increaseby4mn tons

Iran’s exportof
productsdowns
in4months dueto
outbreak

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

o
ISFRHAN

NEWS
news
Martyr Soleimani’s
panoramamuseum
inauguratedin
Tehran

Resistance Panorama
Museum of Martyr
Gen. Soleimani was
inaugurated at the site of
the Tehran-based Holy
Defense Museum on

Tuesday.
The inauguration
ceremony was held with

high-ranking military
officials in attendance,
including Chiefof Stafffor

04:50:17 theAr_med Forc.es ofthe

Islamic Republic of Iran
Noon call to prayer: Major GeneralMohammad
13:09:18 Bagheri, Commander of

Evening call to prayer:

20:16:49

WEATHER

High:38°c
Low:20°%

theIslamicRevolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) Major
General Hossein Salami,
Commanderoflran's Army
Major General Seyyed
Abdolrahim Mousavi,and
Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps Quds Force
Commander Brigadier
General Esmail Ghaani
amongothers.

[T—

formerIraqidictator Saddam Husseinimposed againstIran.
Imam Ali Officers' Universityis the military academy of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army Ground
Forces,locatedin Tehran. Cadets oftheacademyachieve the second Lieutenantrankupon graduation
andjointhelslamicRepublicofIran Army Ground Force.

President Rouhani says enemy trying to
show Iran Gov’tasineflective

79 Years On,Japan Bomb Survivors Make
Final Pleas for Abolition

As]Japanmarks 75 years since the devastating attacks on

Hiroshimaand Nagasaki, thelastgeneration of nuclearbomb

survivors are workingto ensure their messagelives on after

them.

The “hibakusha” - literally “personaffected by the
bomb” - have for decades beena powerful voice
callingfortheabolition of nuclearweapons.
Thereareanestimated 136,700left, many of whom
wereinfantsorunborn childrenatthe time ofthe
attacks.

Theaverageageofasurvivornowisalittle over83,
accordingto Japan’s health ministry,lendingan
urgencyastheysharetheirtestimoniesand call for
abanonnuclearweapons.
“Whatwehibakushaaresayingiswecan’'trepeat(a
nuclearattack),” 88-year-old Terumi Tanaka, who
survived the Nagasakibombing, told AFP ahead of
theanniversaries.

“Tothisend, wehavetoletpeople knowwhatwe
experienced, forthemtohearthefacts.”
Tanakawas 13 whenthebombhithishometown.
Theattackon Nagasakikilled 74,000 peopleand
camethreedaysafterafirstbomb devastated the
city of Hiroshima, killing 140,000.
Hehasspentmuchofhislife sharinghisexperience,
hoping that explaining the horrors of nuclear
weaponswill convince people tosupportaban.
Butherecognizesthatthe community ofthosewho
lived through the attacksis shrinking, and their
messagewillhavetobepassed onbyothersinthe
decadestocome.

“Wewillall passaway, eventually,”he said.
“Wesetupagroup called No More Hibakusha
Project, whichworks onpreservingrecordsas
archives, includingwhatwe'vewritten...sothat (the
nextgeneration) canusethemintheircampaigns.”
Tanakaworries attimes thatinterestis fading,
acknowledgingthatspeechesby hibakusha often
attractnomorethanahandfulof people.
“Wedoourbest,”hesaid. “Butifnoone comes,it'sa
swingandamiss.”

At 74, Jiro Hamasumi is among the youngest
survivors oftheattacks. Hismotherwas pregnant
withhiminHiroshimawhenthebombstruck.

Itkilled his father, mostlikelyinstantaneously,and
claimedseveral otherrelativesintheaftermath.
“Notaday goesby whenIdon'tthinkaboutmy
father,”hetold AFP.

His knowledge of the attack comes from the
accountsofhissiblings,whodescribed thedizzying
flashand ear-splittingroar that formed the first
indication the bomb known as Little Boy had
detonated.
Hisfatherwasatworkwhenthebombhit,justafew
hundred meters fromthe epicentre. Hamasumi’s
motherandsiblingstried toreachhis office theday
afterbutwere forced backbythe “heatand smell of
burnedflesh”.

Whenthey finallyreached his father’s office, they
found only “something resemblinghisbody”. All
they could retrieve were a few metal items that
survived the flames-abeltbuckle,akeyand part
ofhiswallet.

Bornin February 1946, Hamasumiescaped the
physical effects experienced by many children
exposedtoradiationinthe womb.
Buttheattackhasdefinedhislife,and hehasspent
decades campaigningagainstnuclearweapons.
“To me, the nuclear umbrella only means the
mushroomcloud,” Hamasumisaid.
“Hibakushawantthe United Statestoapologizeto
us, butthe proofoftheapologyisnuclearabolition,
we'renotaftervengeance.”

Asthehibakushaage, theyare passingthe baton
toyoungactivists, many from Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, who have grown up steeped in the
memoriesofsurvivors.

Mitsuhiro Hayashida, 28, is the grandchild ofa
Nagasaki hibakusha and organizes events for
survivorstosharetheirstories.

Healso helps oversee aninternational online
petition forabanonnuclearweapons, which has
garnered morethan 11 millionsignatures.
Buthetooworriesthattheattacksare fadingfrom
collectivememory.

“Today, the childrenand grandchildrenof survivors,
like me, are campaigning, but the weightof our
wordsisprobablylessthanhalfofthe testimonies
ofsurvivors,” hetold AFP.

“Wereallyneed theworld tomove towards nuclear
abolition whileatomichombsurvivorsarealive.”

UN Chief Warns World Facing'Generational
Catastrophe' on Education

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned on Tuesday

thatthe world faces a “generational catastrophe” because of

school closures amid the coronavirus pandemicand said that

getting students safely back to the classroom mustbe “a top

priority.”

Guterres said thatas of mid-July schools
wereclosedinsome 160 countries, affecting
morethan 1billion students, while atleast
40million children have missed outon pre-
school.

This came ontop of more than 250 million
childrenalreadybeingoutofschool before
thepandemicand onlyaquarterofsecondary
school studentsin developing countries
leaving with basic skills, he said inavideo
statement.

“Now we face agenerational catastrophe
thatcould waste untold human potential,
undermine decades of progress, and
exacerbate entrenched inequalities,” said
Guterres as he launched a UN “Save our

Future” campaign.

“Oncelocal transmission of COVID-19is
under control, getting students backinto
schoolsandlearninginstitutions as safely
aspossible mustbeatop priority, he said.
“Consultation with parents, carers, teachers
andyoungpeopleisfundamental”

The UNrecommendations for getting global
educationbackontrackcomeasUSPresident
Donald Trump pushesforschoolstoreopenin
thefaceofoppositionfromsometeachersand
parents while COVID-19issurgingin many
partsofthe country.

The coronavirus, which firstappeared in
Chinalatelastyear, hasinfected 4.6 million
peopleinthe United States and killed more
than 155,,000 Americans since February,
accordingtoaReuterstally. Deathsrose by
over25,000inJulyand casesdoubledin 19
statesduringthe month.

Globally the coronavirushasinfected atleast
18.1million peopleand therehavebeenmore
than 689,000 known deaths worldwide,

accordingtotheReuterstally.

WHO envoy says
domestic produc-
tions helping Iran
to cope with COV-
ID-19 pandemic

Representative of the World
Health Organization in Iran

Christoph Hamelmann
said that Iran has achieved
potentials producing

medical and pharmaceutical
equipment, adding that the
capabilities help Iranian health
system cope with COVID-19.

Speaking to reporters,
Hamelmann said that
Iran produces gowns for
medical staff and personal
protective equipment and
launched production lines

ofall the supplies the health
system needs by relying on
domestic capabilities to fight
coronavirus.

Dueto the factthatafter China,
coronavirus spread in Iran,
many measures were taken for
fightingitand the experience
was used also by the World
Health Organization.

One of the most important
measures taken by Iran in
fighting coronavirus was to
create capacity and increase
diagnostic capacity by taking
advantage oflaboratories, the
WHO envoy said.

He added thatanother good
experience achieved by Iran
which can used by Primary
Health Care (PHC) was active
diagnostics, referring patients

tomedical centersand delivery
ofhealthand medical services.
Healso hailed Iran successful
experienceindrawingsocial
distancing protocols in
workplace.

Hamelmann appreciated
the efforts made by Iranian
Health Ministry with regard to
controlandinspectionsaiming
to prevent further spread of
coronavirusoutbreak.
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