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South Khorasanexports
doubleinfourmonths

Thevalue of exports from South Khorasan province
almostdoubled during the first four months of
the currentIranian year (March 20-July 21) in
comparisonwith the similar span ofthelastyear.

Monday ,August 3 , 2020, No. 562

Accordingto the head of South Khorasan Customs
Office, Mohammad-Ali Khashi, “A total of 1.05
million tons of commodities worth over $186.11
million were exported from the province during the
firstfour months of this fiscal”

“The figures showa98% and 43% rise in terms of
value and volume respectively in comparison with
the four corresponding months of thelast year,” he
added.

Afghanistan, Iraq, Turkey, Azerbaijan and
Taiwan were the top exports destinations of the
southeastern Iranian province during the period
underreview, Khashinoted.

He added thatvegetables, cement, hydrocarbon
products, tiles and ceramics, distilled oil, diesel
fuel, peas, saltand eggs were the main commodities
exported from South Khorasan.

Iran, Italy Explore Ways to

BoostTradeTiesamid US
Sanctions

Authoritative consultancy think tank, the European
Foundation - Ambrosettiorganized avirtual meeting
summitto discuss promotion oftrade partnership
betweenIranandItaly.

Ambrosettiin partnership with the Italian Embassy
inTehranand Tehran’s Chamber of Commerce hosted
thevirtual Business forum on "Economicrelations
between Italyand Iraninthe current context: non-oil
sectors,SMEs’role, EUsupport".

More than 800 Italian and Iranian representatives
from the private sector, business consultants and
professionals attended the online event,aimed at
discussingavenues foreconomiccooperation,building
onalongstandingtradition of friendly relationsand
vibranteconomicbondsbetween Italyand Iran.
Theonline eventoffered participantsthe opportunity
toanalyze the currenteconomiccontextandlay the
premises forincreased cooperation. Furthermore,
a special virtual B2B session was held where
participants established direct contact, witha view
to exploring options for further cooperationand
exchange.

Inhis opening remarks the Italian Ambassadorin
Tehran, Giuseppe Perrone, highlighted Italy’s wish to
bringeconomicandtraderelationswithIranbackona
positivetrajectory.

While appreciating the commitment and
professionalism by Iranian private sector, he pointed
outthe deep historical ties existingbetween the
two Countries as well as the significantnumber of
[talian companies who over the years have built
strongrelationshipsinlranandlook forward to the
opportunity ofadvancingtheir cooperation.

On his part, the Chairman of Tehran’s Chamber
of Commerce, Masoud Khansari, encouraged
participantstobeton Iran’simportanteconomic
potential and to develop effective partnerships,
includingby seizingthe opportunitiesavailableinthe
broaderregion.

Khansarialsorecognized the special role Italy has
always played as akey partnerto the Iranian private
sectorintradeandinvestmentactivities, wishingthat
[talian companies continue tobe areference pointfor
theirIranian counterparts.
Theeventalsoincludedapresentationbyexpertsfrom
the European Union, ofnewtoolsmadeavailableatthe
EUleveltofacilitatetraderelationsbetween European
companiesand Iranianones.
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Oil, bitumen price future

0il, petrochemicals,and bitumen priceand costshave

beenalwaysamongthetoplatestnews. Asamatter

offact, oiland bitumen have dominated the modern

society for many years and are largely supplying

energy to manyindustries. Oiland petrochemical

products have alsoamajorrolein heatinghomes,

domesticneeds, vehiclesandairplanesfuel,and other

consumptionsintheworld.

VA Consequently, the
%J/w bitumen price,
ISFAHAN oil and other
NEWS petrochemical

pricesand costs,

NEWS .

import and

N

export volumes
are highly influential on
the world's economy and
contractsbetween countries.
How falling oiland bitumen
price affect the global
economy?

Generally speaking,adrop
inoiland bitumen prices will
resultinlowertransportation
costs and cheaper airline
tickets. Presently, the United
States has increased oil
production, solow oil prices
can hurt U.S. refineries
and companies. Besides,
low prices affect domestic
oil industry workers. The
fluctuations of the oil and
bitumen price in the world
can tense other countries'
situations.India, Iran, China,
Kenya,and Saudi Arabiamay
become chaoticwhen the oil
pricesfall.
Whataretheapproximate
global oil and bitumen
demandsperday?

The world consumes about
35,442,913,090 barrels of
oil,equivalentto 97,103,871
barrels per day. Global oil
consumption is almost 5
barrels of 0il (199 gallons)
perpersonyearly (based on
the 2016 world population of
7,464,022,049people) or 0.5
gallonseachday.
Whoisthelargestexporter
ofoilintheworld?

Many countries, mostofwhich
are in the Middle East, are
exportersand suppliersofoil,
bitumen, and petrochemical
products.SaudiArabiaisone
ofthepredominantsuppliers
intheworld. Nottomention

650
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that the country has the
largestamountofoil reserves
intheworld.

How the COVID 19
pandemicaffecttheoiland
bitumenpriceintheworld?
Withmajor citiesand trading
hubsacrosstheworld putting
restrictions on travel and
enteringthelockdownmode,
economicactivityisexpected
toslowdown in the future.
Thishasconcerned suppliers,
importers,and exporters of
oiland bituminousproducts.
Tobemore specific, the price
of Brent crude had already
dropped from $66 abarrel
on 31 December to $45 a
barrelon 6 March. Theimpact
of Covid-19 changes the
world economy, as nobody
can be sure if things will
progressively improve or
worsen. Inthe following, we
have broughtthe fivelargest
petroleum-consuming
countries and their shares
of total world petroleum
consumptioninrecentyears.
1. UnitedStates20.3%

2. China13.2%

3. India4.6%

4. Japan4.1%

5. Russia3.7%
Asyoucansee, these countries
are known as the biggest
oil-consuming  nations
thataccount for more than
58% of the world's total
oil consumption per day.
Accordingtothestatistics, the
United Statesisthe world's
biggest oil and bitumen
consumer, followed by China,
Japan, Kenya, and India.
To conclude, the COVID 19
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crisis,hasnotablyaffectedall
these oil-consuming, oiland
bitumensuppliers,andinone
word, theglobal economy.
Whatisthe future ofthe oil
andbitumenprice?
Generally, oil prices are
influenced by a variety of
items but are particularly
sensitive to decisions made
by OPEC, the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting
Countries. Likeany product,
the laws of supply and
demand control prices; a
combinationofanunchanged
amount of demand and
oversupply has tensed the
oil prices over the last five
years. Natural phenomena
thatcould potentially disrupt
production, and political
crisis in an oil-producing
region like the Middle
Eastallinfluence the price
changes.Besides, production
costsaffectthe prices,along
with storage capacity. The
directionofinterestratescan
also influence the price of
oiland other petrochemical

products.

The history of oil and
bitumenprice

How were the oil price
fluctuationsin1970s?

Beingstableforalongtime,oil
prices changed undeniably
in1973.The 1970sshowtwo
sharp changesin oil prices:
one was triggered by a war
in1973,and the other was
prompted by arevolutionin
1979.Since then, oil prices
have regularly displayed
volatility related to the’50s
and’60s.Figures showusthat

afewyearslater,bythespring
0f2008, the real price of oil
haseasily exceeded thatofthe
late 1970s.Heremay come the
question thatis therelation
between oil prices and the
economyalwaysthesame?
Asshownbythe statisticsand
history, the two mentioned
large oil fluctuations of the
1970s were characterized
by low growth, high
unemployment, and high
increase. For this reason,
those changesin oil prices
and bitumen price, are
considered asanimportant
sourceofeconomicvariations.
To sumup, oil prices usually
have a directrelation with
inflation,whichisthemeasure
of general price trends of
the economy. As oil prices
increase, inflation follows
the same path. Onthe other
hand, as the price of oil falls,
inflationary pressures begin
toease. Historyshowsthatthe
twoareindeedrelated, butthe
connectionhas deteriorated
sincetheoil spike ofthe 1970s.
According to this article,
oil price and production is
determinative in the global
economy. Many countries
are exporters, importers,
or producers of oil and
bitumen. Henceforth, the
prices, fluctuations, and the
price forecasts mean a lot
to them. We also referred
to some factors that affect
the oil prices, such as global
issues, like Coronavirus,
natural phenomena, trade
wars between countries,
etc.

Iran’s non-oil exports via SP Customs increase

in4 months

According to the Department
General of South Pars Customs,
6,036,447 tons of non-oil goods,
valuedat$1,467,652,224, were
exported via this customs office
infirstfourmonthsofthe current
year (fromMarch 21 to]July 22).
Head of Department General of
Pars Energy Special Economic
Zone’s Customs Amir Abbas
Hamidi made theremarksinan
interviewwith FarsNews Agency
andadded, “over 6,043,568 tons
ofproducts[includingmethanol,
propane, butane, light-and heavy
polyethylene, gas condensates,
ammonia, sulfur, styrene and

crudeoil] wereexported fromthe
countryinthesameperiod.”
Heputthevalue ofno-oil products
exported via customs office at
over$1,471,434,513,adding,
“these non-oil products were
exported to the countries
including China, South Korea,
Japan, Indonesia, Turkey, Italy,
Germany, Turkey, Egypt and
Kuwait.”

Some 6,465 tonsofgoods, valued
at$121,095,965, were transited
fromthe country from March 21
toJuly 22,showinga 22 percent
hike as compared to the same
period oflastyear,headded.
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What's News

Iran’s
foreign trade
value hit
$19.6bnin
fourmonths:
IRICA

Iran’s foreign trade
value hit $19.635
billioninthe firstfour
monthsofthe current
Iranian calendaryear
(from March 21 to
July 22).

Spokesman of the
Islamic  Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration
(IRICA) Seyyed
Rouhollah Latifimade
the remarks on Sat.
and put the volume
oflran’s foreigntrade
inthisperiodatmore
than 42 million tons.
He also put the
proven non-oil
export volume,
without inclusion
of crude oil, fuel oil
and kerosene as well
as without export
fromluggage trade,
at over 30,285,000
tons,valuedat$8.713
billion, showing
about 40 percent
decline as compared
to the last year’s
corresponding

period.
In this period,
11,793,000 tons

of products, valued
at $10.922 billion,
were imported
into the country,
registering over 24
percentdecrease as
comparedtothesame
period oflastyear, he
added.

Islamic Republic of
Iran exported more
than 30 million tons
of non-oil goods,
valued at $8.713
billion, in the first
four months of the
current year, Latifi
highlighted.

Iran’s main export
target markets in
this periodincluded
as follows, China
with importing
8,469,000 tons of
Iranian products,
valued at $2.474
billion, followed by
Iragwithimporting
6,446,000 tons of
products, valued at
$1.965 billion, United
Arab Emirates with
importing 4,625,000
tons of products,
valued at $4.216
billion, Afghanistan
with importing
2,115,000 tons of
products, valued at
$713 million, IRICA
spoxadded.
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Lawmaker says
Iranshould not
negotiate with
US

A legislator in the
Iranian Parliament
said that the Islamic
Republic of Iran
should notnegotiate
with the United States
since they (US) isnot
determined to lift
sanctions imposed

against Tehran.
Speaking in an
interview with

Mehr news agency
on Sun., Ali Akbar
Karimi pointed to
recent remarks
of Leader of the
Islamic Revolution,
saying that taking
vital capabilities of
Iranian people is
the main and vital
goal of Americans’
claim to talk with
Iran and added,
“resolving problems
between Iranand US
isnotthe goal of US
government, rather,
they (US) seek to

impose ahumiliating
condition on the
Iraniannation.”

By claiming to talk
with Iran, Americans
want to say that “we
could bringbackIran
to the negotiating
table and the Islamic
Republic of Iran
retreated from its
position so that
their request for
negotiating  with
Iran has no other
meaning,” Karimi
highlighted.
Negotiating with the
United States in the
current situation
means admitting
enemy’s demand, he
said, reiterating, “US
President Trump is
in desperate need of
such achievement
for winning in
the upcoming
presidential election
and for this purpose,
he tries to negotiate
withIraninanyway”
Elsewhere in his
remarks, Karimi
said that Americans
have no intention of
accepting the legal
rights of Iranian
people and lifting
sanctions they
imposed  against
Iranian peopleatall.
It is not in our best
interest to sit at the
negotiating table
in this situation,
because in this way,

Iran should give
concession to them
(Americans), he
reiterated.
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Iranreadytodevelop

parliamentary cooperation with

Russia: Parliament Spe
[ran’s Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafheld
talks with visiting Chairman of the Russian Duma's Foreign

Affairs Committee Leonid Slutsky.

Pointingto Iran-Russiastrategicagreementsand describing
the meetingbetween Russian PresidentVladimir Putinand
Supreme Leader ofthe [slamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
AliKhameneiasturningpoint, Ghalibafstressed ontheneed to
expandall-outcooperationbetweentwo countriesineconomic,

politicaland cultural fields.

He noted that Iran’s parliament is ready to develop
parliamentaryrelationswith Russia.
Ghalibaftermed thelevel ofpolitical cooperationbetween Iran
and Russia 'appropriate' and added, “the two countries of [ran
and Russiahave common opportunitiesthatcanbeused forthe
benefitofthenations.”
He assessed the cooperation between Iran and Russia in
helpingfightagainstterrorismin Syria “good and satisfactory”
and added, “Accordingly, ajointcooperation between the two
countries canbe strengthened in other fieldsusingmodeling
thesecurity cooperation”.
Leonid Slutsky, for his part, said thathis visit to Iran thatis

aker

beingmadewhilethe coronavirus
outbreak has exacerbated
the importance
of bilateral ties between
Tehran and Moscow. “The
two countries of Iran and
Russiacanholdjointforumsin
political, energy,and economic
fields with the cooperation
ofjointspecialized parliamentary
committees.”

shows

HeemphasizedincreasingIran-Russia cooperationin Caspian

Intelligence Min.:Enemies cannot believe
Sharmahd arrested inside Iran

Iran's Intelligence Minister said that

some enemies donotbelieve that]Jamshid

Sharmahd, theringleader ofaterror group

supported by the US, has been arrested

inside Iran.

Minister of Intelligence
Hojjatoleslam
Mahmoud Alavimade
N E w s theremarksonSaturday
afternoon, adding that
NEWS Jamshid Sharmahd
I § was seeking to prove
himselfby carryingoutvarious
operations and about 27
terroristacts,committed by him
andhisgroup, werethwarted by

theministry’sforces.
Amongthemonarchistcurrents,
mostofwhichprovethemselves
withstatementsandslogans, the
monarchist currentof Jamshid
Sharmahd was almost one
ofthe sole currents that was
veryviolent, seeking to prove
itselfwith committingterrorist
operations, intelligence

minister highlighted.
They committed heinous

e
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Seaand invited Ghalibafto visitRussia.

crimesin Seyyed al-Shohada
Hosseiniyah in Shiraz and
in Vesal Rahpooyan TV
Program, which led to the
mass martyrdom of our fellow
countrymen and wounding of
othercitizens.

he (Sharmahd) isabroad. God
willing, they will know about
everythinginthenear future."
Alavi stated the Intelligence
Ministry’s forces have inflicted
amajorblowtoaterroristgroup
basedintheUS.

He wasresponsible for 2008
blast in Seyyed al-Shohada
Mosquein Shirazwhichleft 14
peoplemartyredand 215 other
injured. Theterroristgrouphad
alsoplannedtocarryoutseveral
large-scale operationsinrecent

"As heavily backed by Zionist
regime and the United States,
somestilldonotbelievehewas
arrestedintheIslamicRepublic
ofIran, rather, theyimaginethat

Following

forces

sophisticated
intelligence operations, the
arrested Jamshid
Sharmahd wholedhisterrorist
operationsfromtheUS. Fair.

years which have been foiled
including, bombing Sivand
Damin Shiraz, Imam Khomeini
Mausoleum, and Tehran Book

Iran’s Zarif Urges
US, Europe to Stop
Funding, Harboring
Terrorists

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif called on the West to stop
financingand harboring terror groups
who continue to murderinnocentcivilians
and shamelessly claimresponsibility forit.
“The west must cease financing and

harboring terrorists. From their safe
havensin USand Europe, they promote
hatred, agitate & organize murder
& mayhem, and shamelessly claim
responsibility for the murder ofinnocent
Iranian civilians. Smokescreens can’t
obscurethishypocrisy,’ Zariftweeted late
on Saturday.

The tweet came after Iran’s Intelligence
Ministry said in a statement on Saturday
ithad arrested theringleaderofaterrorist
groupbasedinthe United States.

The ministrysaidithas dealtaheavyblow

to the Tondar group that planned and
carried outadeadly terroristattack on
Seyyed al-ShohadaMosqueinthe southern
city of Shiraz, Fars Province, in 2008, which
killed 14 peopleand wounded 215 others.
It noted that the terrorist group had
also planned to carry out otherlarge-
scale operations, like blowing up several
places, including Sivand Dam in Shiraz,
the mausoleum of the late founder of
the Islamic Republic Imam Khomeiniin
southern Tehran,and Tehran International
Book Fair, which wereall foiled.

Tehran, Seoul
Agreeto Launch
Working Group

on Humanitarian
Trade: Korean Media

Iran and South Korea have agreed to
launch aworking group on expanding
humanitarian trade as part of efforts to
maintain bilateral partnership within
the scope ofa US-approved sanctions
exemption, asource close to the matter
said Sunday:.

The director general-level consultation

aimsto discussonaregularbasishowto
match Iran'sdemand for medicine and
medical equipment with what South
Korean exporters can offer, the source
said, Yonhap newsagencyreported.

The firstworking group talks will likely be
held early next month.

The two sidesreached the agreement
during their higher-level virtual talks
held earlier this week. In the talks, “the
Iranianside expressedintentto purchase
several hundred millions of dollarsworth
of South Korean products”,according to
the source.

This came after an Iranian lawmaker
earlier warned that the country’s
Parliamentwill devise adouble-urgency

motion to banimports of goods from
South Korea if Seoul fails to fulfill its
promisesand release the Iranian assets
thatithasfrozenduetothe USsanctions.
Iran'sassetsattwo Koreanbankaccounts
--known to be worth up to US$7 billion in
total --have been frozen since September
lastyear when Washington's sanctions
waiver for South Korea's imports of
Iranian oil expired.

Due tothe economic challenges caused
by US unilateral sanctions and the
fallout of the new coronavirus, Iran has
beenstepping up calls for South Korea
tounlock the frozen assets atthe bank
accounts butSeoul hasrefused todo so
underthe US pressure.

NEWS

NDS of Afghanistan announces
killing of ' ISIL:butcher'

The Directorate of National Security of Afghanistan
announced the death ofthe head of ISIL intelligence,
whowasnicknamed "thebutcher" due to his cruelty.
The Directorate of National Security (NDS) of
Afghanistan announced the death of "Zia-ur-
Rehman" known as "Asadullah Orkazi", the head
ofintelligence of Khorasan branch of ISIL, in a
complicated operation, Jomhornewsreported.
Orkzai was also known as the "ISIL butcher" for
hisreputation for his atrocity and brutal killings of
people.

Accordingto astatementby Afghanistan's National
Directorate of Security (NDS), Orakzainamed asa
Pakistaninational anditissaid thathe wasin charge
of ISIL communications with one of the countries
intheregion, butthe country name hasnotbeen
mentioned.

Earlier,the NDS announced the arrest of Abdullah
Orkzai, known as "Aslam Farooqi", theleader of the
Khorasanbranch ofthe ISIL terrorist group, along
with 19 other members ofthe group,inan operation
by the National Security Forces.

John Bolton Criticizes
Trump’s Plan to Remove

Troops from Germany

Former US National Security Adviser John Bolton
criticized President Donald Trump's decision to
withdraw troops from Germany, inaninterviewwith
German newspaper Weltam Sonntag published on
Sunday:.

"The withdrawal of the US from any ofthe positions
we hold is not an advantage — neither for our
countrynor for the security ofthe Westasawhole,"
Boltonsaid, Deutsche Welle reported.

The decision toremove some 12,000 troops out of
Germanyis"asign-andnotagood one-ofwhatlies
aheadif Trumpisre-elected," he warned.

Bolton was National Security Advisor for Trump for
nearlyayearand a halfand leftthe White House in
September 2019, after clashing with the president.

Inhisbook The Room Where It AllHappened Bolton
hasaccused Trump of putting his own political
interests above national security interests and the
well-being ofthe US.

Trump hasblasted Bolton, callinghim a "washed
up creepster” and saying he should be injail. Trump
had previously spoken outagainst Bolton, calling
hima "wacko"and "incompetent"and criticizinghis
hawkish foreign policy.

Whenitcomes to national security, Trump "follows
no political philosophy, no strategic thinking," the
71-year-old said. He added thatthe consequence
now isthat"weareless secure today than we were
beforehisarrivalin office."

"For the firsttime in my life, [ willnot be voting for
the Republican candidate inthe upcomingelection,"
Bolton told Weltam Sonntag.

Buthe stated thathe won'tbe voting for Joe Biden
either."I'lljust write down another name. Trump
shouldn'tgetasecond term,” he said.

President Rouhani says
Iran welcomes Iraq’s playing
leading role in sensitive

situation of region

Iran’s President described the deep bonds between the two
nations of Iran and Iraq as supporting the implementation of
theagreementsbetween the two countriesinvarious fieldsand
said, "With the will, determination and serious efforts seenin the
senior officials of Tehran and Baghdad, the two sides willbe able
tosolveall the problemsand difficulties facing the development

ofbilateral relations”.

Speakingin a telephone conversation with the Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi on Saturday afternoon, Dr. Hassan
Rouhani congratulated Eid al-Adha to himand described his visit
toTehranas constructiveandsaid, "Thevisitand the agreements

reached duringitare positive developments and will create
astep forwardin the relations between the two countries”.
PresidentRouhaniadded, "In addition to the useful talks of
me and the FirstVice President of Iran with Your Excellency,
theministersalsohad successful meetings".

Dr. Rouhani stated, "The beginning of the construction
of the railway route between Iran and Iraq willbe ahope
for the two nations and abeginning for creatinganewand |
serious momentum in the further development of bilateral
interactions”.Iran welcomes Iraq’s playingaleadingrole in
the sensitive situationin the region, he said, adding, "Of course,
unfortunately, the United Statesis showing the wrong sign and
message by trying to hatch anew conspiracy againstIran and
harassing our passenger plane”.
Congratulating Eid al-Adha to the governmentand people of
Iran, Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi said, "Certainly,
thanks to your supportand the serious and sincere cooperation
ofthe officials of the two countries, the relations between the two

sides
can be quickly upgraded

to an excellentlevel, by which we can establish anew
constructive and positive cooperationand interaction between
IranandIraq”.
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'Tehran, Seoul ISFAHAN
Agreeto Launch NEWS
Working Groupon
HumanitarianTrade:  Additional protocol
Korean Media being cancelled,
B ifarms embargo
. extended: Iran
Iran’sforeign trade
valuehit19.6Sbnin The Deputy-Speaker of
fourmonths: IRICA Iran's Parliament said
* in case the UN Security
Council extends arms
Iran, Italy Explol'e embargoonlIran,itdiscards
Ways to Boost'Trade the Additional Protocol,
Tiesamid US Sanctions and the cooperation with

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

International AtomicEnergy
Agencywillbedisturbed.

In an exclusive interview
withIranPress, Amirhossein
Qazizadeh Hasheminoted

04:48:20 thatthe US seeks to revive
Noon call to prayer : the restrictions on Iran's
13:09:30 armed activities which will

Evening call to prayer:

20:18:39

WEATHER

)

High:39°c
Low:20°%

be ended under the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

Qazizadeh Hashemiadded
that if the UNSC and the
member states, particularly
the Europeans, are enticed
bytheUS,Iran's Parliament
will not allow the former
considerationstohappenin
cooperationwithIAEA.
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Iranhails arrestof US-based terrorgroup’sringleader

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman, Seyyed Abbas Mousavi has praised the
Intelligence Ministry’s “decisive” move to arrest the ringleader ofa US-based
terroristand sabotage group.
Inastatement, Mousavisaid, “The USregime considersitselftobe standingbythe
Iranian peoplewhileitharboursand supportsindifferentwaysnotoriousterrorists
andthose have claimed responsibility for several terroristoperationsinside Iranand
whohave theblood ofinnocentIranian peopleand citizens ontheirhands”.

Mousavi expressed theIslamicRepublic’sstrongprotestatthe US government, and said, “The regime mustbe
heldaccountable for supportingthisterroristgroupletand other outfitsaswellas criminals thatlead sabotage,
armedandterrorist operations from within the United States againstthe [ranian people and shed the blood
ofIraniancitizens”.

Intelligence Min.: Enemies cannot believe
Sharmahd arrested inside Iran

Thousands demand Netanyahu quit over
coronavirus, corruption

Thousands of demonstrators have gathered outside the

official residence of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

and thronged the streets of central Jerusalem, as weeks of

protestsagainstthe [sraelileader appeared to be gaining

steam.

Israelimedia
estimated atleast
10,000 people
demonstrated
near the official
residence

in central
Jerusalem.

Late Saturday,
thousands
marched through
thestreetsina
noisy butorderly
rally.

The demonstrationin central Jerusalem,
along with smaller gatherings in Tel Aviv,
near Netanyahu's beach house in central
Israeland atdozens of busy intersections
nationwide, was one of thelargestturnouts
inweeks of protests.

Thousands of Israelis have taken to the
streets, calling for Netanyahu to resign,
protesting hishandling of the coronavirus
crisisand saying he should notremainin
office while on trial for corruption charges.
Though Netanyahu has tried to play down
the protests, the twice-a-week gatherings
showno signs of slowing.

Israeli media estimated atleast 10,000
people demonstrated near the official
residence in central Jerusalem. Late
Saturday, thousands marched through the
streetsinanoisybutorderlyrally.
Demonstrators hoisted Israeli flags and
blewloud horns asthey marched. Many
held postersthatsaid "Crime Minister" and
"Bibi Go Home" or accused Netanyahu of
beingoutoftouch with the public.
Hundreds of peopleremained inthearea
well after midnight, ignoring calls by police
toleave.

Anti-riot forces moved into the areaand
began clearing out people. As of early
Sunday morning, most ofthe remaining
peopleappeared to beleaving peacefully,
but police were seen dragging some
activistsaway.

Clasheswith police

The rallies against Netanyahu are the
largestIsrael hasseensince 2011 protests
againstthehigh costofliving.

Netanyahu has dismissed the
demonstrators as ‘"leftists" and
"anarchists."

Late on Saturday, his Likud party issued
a statement that accused Israel's two
private TV stations of giving "free and
endless publicity” to the protesters
and exaggerating the importance of the
gatherings.

While the demonstrations have largely
been peaceful, there have been signs of
violenceinrecentdays.

Some protesters have clashed with police,
accusing them of using excessive force,
while small gangs of Netanyahu supporters
affiliated with a far-right group have
assaulted demonstrators. Netanyahu
has claimed demonstrators areinciting
violence againsthim.

Israelipolice have arrested some 20 far-
rightactivistsinrecentdays,and police said
they were on high alertforviolence atthe
demonstrations.

Several arrests of Netanyahu supporters
werereported Saturday,includinga man
who gotoutofhis carinthenorthern city of
Haifaand threwa stone towards a crowd of
protesters. Police said a 63-year-old woman
wasslightly hurt.

The demonstrations are organized by a
loose-knitnetworkofactivistgroups.Some
objectto Netanyahuremainingin office
while heis on trial. He has been charged
with fraud, breach of trust, and accepting
bribesinaseries of scandals. Many carry
black flags, the name of the grassroots
movement.

Many of the demonstrators, including
many young unemployed Israelis, accuse
Netanyahu of mishandling the coronavirus
crisis and the economic damage it has
caused.After moving quickly to contain the
virus earlierinthe year, manybelieve Israel
reopened its economy too quickly, leading
toasurgeincases.

The country is now coping with record
levels of coronavirus, while unemployment
hassurged tomore than 20 percent.
AsofSunday, there were more than 72,000
coronavirus cases reported in Israel with
morethan 500 confirmed deaths.

When It Comes to COVIDI19-Vaccines, Rich
Nations Are Firstin Line

Wealthy countries have already locked up more thanabillion

doses of coronavirus vaccines, raising worries that the rest of

the world willbe atthe back ofthe queue in the global effort to

defeatthe pathogen.

"Evenifyouhavean
optimisticassessment
ofthescientific
progress, there'sstill

notenoughvaccines for

theworld,"according
toRasmus Bech
Hansen, Airfinity's
chiefexecutive officer.
Whatisalsoimportant
toconsideristhatmost
ofthevaccines may
requiretwo doses,
hesaid, Bloomberg
reported.

Moves by the United States and Britain to
secure supplies from Sanofi and partner
GlaxoSmithKline,and anotherpactbetween Japan
and Pfizer,arethelatestinastringofagreements.
The European Union has also been aggressive
in obtaining shots, well before anyone knows
whethertheywillwork.

Althoughinternational groupsand anumber of
nationsare promisingtomakevaccinesaffordable
and accessibletoall, doses willlikely struggle to
keep up with demand inaworld of roughly 7.8
billionpeople.

The possibility that wealthier countries will
monopolize supply,ascenario thatplayed outin
the 2009 swine flupandemic, hasfuelled concern
amongpoornationsand healthadvocates.
TheUS, Britain, EUand Japan have so farsecured
about 1.3 billion doses of potential COVID-19
immunizations, according to London-based
analytics firm Airfinity. Options to snap up
additional supplies orpendingdeals wouldadd
morethan 1.5billiondosestothattotal,itsfigures
show.

"Evenifyouhave an optimistic assessment of
the scientific progress, there's stillnotenough
vaccines for the world," according to Rasmus
Bech Hansen, Airfinity's chief executive officer.
Whatisalsoimportantto consideristhatmost
ofthe vaccines mayrequire two doses, he said,
Bloombergreported.

Afew frontrunners, such as the University of
Oxford and partner AstraZenecaand a Pfizer-
BioNTechcollaboration,arealreadyinfinal-stage
studies, fuellinghopes thataweapon to fight
COVID-19willbeavailablesoon.

But developers must still clear a number of
hurdles: provingtheirshotsareeffective, gaining
approvaland rampingup manufacturing.
Worldwidesupplymaynotreachonebilliondoses
untilthefirstquarterof2022, Airfinity forecasts.
Investinginproduction capacityall over theworld

isseenasone ofthekeystosolvingthedilemma,
and pharma companies are startingto outline
planstodeployshotswidely.

Sanofiand Glaxo intend to provide asignificant
portionof worldwide capacityin2021and 2022
toaglobalinitiative thatisfocused onaccelerating
developmentand productionand distributing
shotsequitably.

The World Health Organization, the Coalition for
EpidemicPreparedness Innovations,and Gavi,
theVaccine Allianceareworkingtogethertobring
aboutequitableandbroadaccess.Theyoutlineda
US$18billion (S$24.7 billion) planinJunetoroll
outshotsand securetwobilliondosesbytheend
0f2021.

The initiative, known as Covax, aims to give
governmentsanopportunitytohedge theriskof
backingunsuccessful candidates and give other
nations withlimited financesaccesstoshotsthat
wouldbe otherwise unaffordable.
Countrieswouldneedtostrikeaseriesof different
agreements with vaccine makerstoraise their
chances ofgetting supplies,as some shotswould
notsucceed,asituationthatcouldlead tobidding
battlesandinefficiencies, Seth Berkley, Gavi's CEO,
saidinaninterview.
"Thethingweworryaboutmostisgettingatangle
ofdeals,"hesaid."Ourhopeis withaportfolio of
vaccineswe cangetcountriesto cometogether."
Some 78nationshaveexpressedinterestinjoining
Covax, hesaid.Inaddition, morethan90low-and
middle-income countriesand economies willbe
abletoaccess COVID-19vaccinesthrougha Gavi-
led programme, the group saidlastFriday. Thereis
stillconcerntherestofthe world mightfallbehind.
"Thatis exactly what we're trying to avoid,"
Berkleysaid.

AstraZeneca in June became the first
manufacturer to sign up to Gavi's programme,
committing 300 million doses, and Pfizer
and BioNTech signaled interestin potentially
supplying Covax.

The Trump administration agreed to provide
asmuchasUS$2.1billionto partners Sanofiand
Glaxo, thebiggestUSinvestmentyetfor Operation
Warp Speed, the nation's vaccine development
andprocurementprogramme.
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