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Exportsfrom Markazi
province top S1S6min four
months

The exports of non-oil commodities from the central
Iranian province of Markazireached $186.38 million

Sunday ,August 2 , 2020, No. 561

duringthe firstfour months ofthe currentfiscal (March
20-]July21),asenior official said.

“Markazi exported goods to 70 countries during the
period,including Afghanistan, Iraq, Turkey, the UAE,
Azerbaijan and Pakistan,” Saeed Farrokhi, Markazi
province's deputy governor for economicaffairs said.
Exports mainly included hydrocarbons, linear low-
density polyethylene, polypropylene, high-density
polyethylene, glass, crystalware fruitjuice and potato
chips,headded.

Accordingto the official, Markazi province’simports
duringthe four months underreview amounted to $93
million.

China, Turkey, the UAE, India and Taiwan were on top
ofthelistof42 exportersto the Iranian province during
the four-month span, Farrokhinoted.

Markazi province, consisting of 12 counties and home
to 1.41 million people, is one of Iran’s major industrial
andagriculturalhubs.

The province’s exports topped 1.8 million tons with
avalue 0f$977.6 million during the past fiscal year
(ended March 19) towitnessan 18% increase interms
ofvolume and a4% decline in terms of value year-on-
year.

Buyingapropertyin Turkey
hasnoeconomicjustification;
official

“The coronavirus outbreak hasaffected Iran’strade with
Turkey asIran’s exports have declined by 90 percent,’
the chairman of Iran-TurkeyJoint Chamber of Commerce
told ILNA.Mehrdad Saadatsaid inan exclusive interview
withILNAnewsagency thatunfortunately, this pandemic
reduced Iran’s exports to Turkey and thereisno other
reason for such drop.Referring to the reopening of the
bordersbetween two countries, he added “fortunately
afterreopening of the borders trade between the two
countrieshasbeenincreasingandthetradersaretryingto
compensate forthe four-monthdropinthebilateral trade.”
“Weare currently witnessinglonglines fortrucksthatare
waiting forentering Turkey The Iranian official said that
talks with Turkey are underway toask themtoincrease
working hours of their border checkpointsin order to
acceleratethearrival oftrucksinto Turkey.He pointed tothe
maintaskofthe chamberand confirmed thatIran-Turkey
JointChamber of Commerce mustattractinvestmentin
[ran,addingthatthe housingsectorin Turkeyinthe past
15yearshasbeenanalluringmarket whichhashad 35
percentprofitand comparingto Iranithasno economic
justification.

Callinghis Turkish counterpartRecep Tayyip Erdogan on
Friday, Iran's President Hassan Rouhani congratulated Eid
al-Adhaand expressed hope thatthe two countries could
make effective efforts to control the Coronavirus through
cooperationand exchange ofexperience. Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan for his part congratulated Eid al-
Adhaand expressed hope thatitwould be ablessing for
thepeople ofthe two countriesand forall Muslimsaround
the world.Appreciating successful efforts of the Iranian
nationand governmentin the fightagainstthe coronavirus,
Erdogan stressed the expansion of cooperation and
experience exchange inthe path.Iran’strade with Turkey
totaled $803.59 millionduringthefirstfive months of2020
(January-May) toregisteradecrease of 77.62% compared
withthe correspondingmonthsof2019, datareleased by
Turkish Statistical Institute show.

Iranexported $331.67 million worth ofgoods to Turkey
duringthe fivemonthsunderreview,toseean87.1%year-

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Importantnotes for Iranians who want
todo transactions with Canada

Canada has recently declared new measures

concerningto FATF High-Risk]Jurisdictions subject

toaCall for Action in February 2020. According

to Canadian authority decision, all transactions

originating from or destined to Iranare treated as

high-risk. Fordiscussingthe details and effects of this

decision, we'dasked FINTRAC for commentary.

NEWS
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Askingaboutthe
main purpose
of this decision,
Financial
Transactions
Reports
Analysis Centre of Canada
said: InFebruary 2020, the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) issued particular
and exceptional concerns
regarding Iran’s failure to
addressstrategicdeficiencies
initsanti-moneylaundering
and combattingthe financing
of terrorism (AML/CFT)
regime,andtheseriousthreat
this posesto the integrity of
theinternational financial
system. The FATF called onits
members to apply effective
counter-measures to protect
theinternational financial
systemfromsuchrisks.

Asaresult,Canada’s Minister
ofFinanceissuedaMinisterial
Directiveinaccordance with
section11.42 ofthe Proceeds
of Crime (Money Laundering)
and Terrorist Financing Act
(PCMLTFA). This Directive
requires certain persons
and entities subject to
the PCMLTFA to treat all
transactions originating
from, or destined to Iran, as
high-risk,and toreportthose
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transactions to FINTRAC.
There is no prohibition on
suchtransactions.
Asaresultofthe Ministerial
Directiveissued by Canada’s
Minister of Finance, every
bank, creditunion, financial
services cooperative, caisse
populaire,authorized foreign
bank and money services
business subject to the
Proceeds of Crime (Money
Laundering) and Terrorist
Financing Act (PCMLTFA)
must:
treat every financial

transaction originating from
orbound forlran,regardless
ofitsamount,as ahigh-risk
transaction forthe purposes
of subsection 9.6(3) of the
PCMLTFA;

verify theidentity ofany
client (person or entity)
requesting or benefiting
from such a transaction in
accordancewiththe Proceeds
of Crime (Money Laundering)
and Terrorist Financing
Regulations (PCMLTFR);

exercise customer

due diligence, including
ascertaining the source of
fundsinanysuchtransaction,
thepurpose ofthetransaction
and, where appropriate,
the beneficial ownership
or control of any entity
requestingor benefitingfrom
thetransaction;

keepandretainarecord
of any such transaction,
in accordance with the
PCMLTFR;and
- reportallsuchtransactions
totheCentre.
According to the FINTRAC,
There are no exceptions
for groups if transactions
originate fromorarebound
forIran.
“Every bank, credit union,
financial services cooperative,
caisse populaire, authorized
foreign bank and money
servicesbusiness subjectto
theProceedsof Crime (Money
Laundering) and Terrorist
Financing Act (PCMLTFA)
must:

treat every financial
transactionoriginatingfrom
orbound forlran,regardless
ofitsamount,asahigh-risk
transaction forthe purposes
of subsection 9.6(3) of the
PCMLTFA;
verify theidentity ofany
client (person or entity)
requesting or benefiting
from such a transaction in
accordancewiththe Proceeds
of Crime (Money Laundering)
and Terrorist Financing
Regulations (PCMLTFR);
exercise customer
due diligence, including
ascertaining the source of
fundsinanysuchtransaction,
thepurposeofthetransaction
and, where appropriate,
the beneficial ownership
or control of any entity
requestingor benefitingfrom
thetransaction;
keep andretainarecord
of any such transaction,
in accordance with the
PCMLTFR;and
- reportallsuchtransactions
totheCentre.”

Iran’ssteel producing
capacitygrows: CEO

ChiefExecutive of Kaveh Pars Mining Industries
Development Holding revealed the growth
of steelmaking capacity in the countryin the
currentyear (started March21,2020).

Speakinginaninterview with IRNA on Sat.,
Seyyed Mohammad Atabak said that 1.2

production capacity of the country annually
upon the operation of second phase of South
Kaveh Steel MakingPlant.
The second phase of South Kaveh Kish Steel
Making Plantbecame operational concurrent
with the Eid al-Adha (Featof Sacrifice) inthe
country on Fri., he added.This giant project
became operational through takingadvantage
ofexpertiseand technicalknowhow of domestic

Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade, planning
isunderwaytoachieve production of 55 million
tons of steelin 2025 Outlook Plan, so thatthe
production capacity of steel sectorhitmore than
35milliontonslastyear (ended March 20,2020).
By completeoperationofits production capacity
upto 2.4 milliontons of steelingots perannum,
SouthKaveh Kish Steel Making Plantwas turned
intooneofthelargestproducersandexportersof
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What's News

Iran,
Azerbaijan
Discuss
Railroad

Connection

The presidents of [ran
and the Republic of
Azerbaijan stressed the
need for the immediate
completion ofa project
on connecting the
railroad networks of the
twoneighbors.

In a  telephone
conversation on Friday,
Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani and
his Azeri counterpart
[lTham Aliyev called for
efforts to carry out the
agreementonarailroad
projectconnectinglran’s
Rashttothe border city
of Astarain Azerbaijan.
In the conversation,
Rouhanialso expressed
Iran’s readiness to
shares its experiences
and promote
cooperation with the
Republic of Azerbaijan
inthe fightagainst the
coronavirus pandemic.
He furtherstressed the
need to maintain trade
exchangesbetween the
two Muslim neighbors
in compliance with the
health protocols.

Aliyev, forhis part, hailed
the positive trend in the
bilateral relations with
Iran, saying Baku and
Tehran will certainly
takestepsinbroadening
ties in the coming
months.

“The  Rasht-Astara
railroad project is
highly significant for the
Republic of Azerbaijan,
andwe willtrytoremove
the obstacles and
problems to complete
the projectimmediately,”
the Azerileaderadded.
The  budget for
completion of Rasht-
Astararailroad projectis
estimatedat$1.1 billion,

on-yeardrop. milliontons of steel will be added to the current engineers, Atabakemphasized.Accordingtothe  steelingotinthe country,hehighlighted. parto fwhich has been
supplied by the $500
millionloan from Azeri

NO 546 m Solution: NO 545 m banks.

When finished, the
Rasht-Astara section
will connect the rail
networks of Iran and
Azerbaijan through the
border city of Astara.

The entire project
constitutes partof the
north-south corridor.

The International
North-South Transport

Increasingborderrelations guarantees

economic security

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman
AbbasMousavisaid thatincreasing
borderrelationsand developing
economic  cooperation  will
contributetotheregion'seconomic
security.He made the remarks on
Friday evening on the sidelines of
hisvisit to the Astara Port Special

N
RN

increasing border relations and
developingeconomiccooperation
will contribute to the region's
economicsecurity,'headded. Astara
enjoysthreebordersofrail, landand
sea,and theimplementation of the
Astara-Rashtrailwayisalsohighon
theagendaoftheofficials", hesaid.

Economic  ZoneEmphasizing Mousavi stressed the need for Corri'dor (INSTC) is a
the importance of expanding implementingAstararailwaywharf multipurpose  route
economic cooperation with projectinthevicinity of Azerbaijan for the transit of goods
neighbors, especially the friendly Republic,saying, "Inthenearfuture, between Iran, Russia,
and neighboring country of the asthe Ambassador ofthe Islamic Europe, India and

Central Asiaviashipping
lines, railroad and land
routes.

Republic of Azerbaijan, Mousavi
said,"Foreign Ministryhasaspecial
focus on expanding cooperation
withneighboring countries.""The

RepublicofIran to the Republic of
Azerbaijan, [ will consult with the
officials of the neighboring state
regardingthisproject.”
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MPurges govt. nottobe shakenif
arms embargoextended

Chairman of I[ranian Parliament National Security and Foreign
Policy Commissionsaid thatgovernmentshould notbe shakenif
Iran’sarms embargois extended atthe UN Security Council.

hestated, “ifI[ran’sarms embargo is extended in UNSC, it must
show perseverance and endurance againstenemies and the
governmentshould notdeal with theissue from a position of
hesitationand weakness.”

He furtherpointed outthatthe governmentshould notdeal with
theissue from the position of weakness, rather, it should stand

Thegovernmentshouldactivateits
political diplomacy in this field
and also influence members
ofthe UN Security Council as
wellas other decision-making
countries on this issue, he
reiterated.
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Iran
determined
toexpand ties
withTurkeyin
allfields

Referring to two
countries” good
relationsinvarious
fields, the Iranian
President said
that "The Islamic
Republic of Iran
is determined to
develop friendly and
brotherly relations
and cooperation
with Turkey in all
fields."

Speaking in a
telephone call with
Turkish President
Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Friday,
Hassan Rouhani
congratulated the
Turkish government
and peopleon Eid al-
Adhaand expressed
hope that the two
countries would
continue to work
together to fight
coronavirus.
Referring to some
issuesand problems
in the region, the
Presidentexpressed
hope that with
the efforts and
cooperation of all
countries in the
region, we will see
stability and peace
throughout the
region.

Stating that today
the United States is
imposingoppressive
sanctions against
the Iranian nation,
Rouhani stressed
that "In this
situation, friendly
and neighbouring
countries such as
Iran and Turkey

should further
develop their
relations and
cooperation.”

Turkish President
Recep Tayyip
Erdogan also
congratulated Eid al-
Adhaand expressed

hope that it would
bring blessings for
the people ofthetwo
countries and for all
Muslims around the
world.

Praising the
successful efforts
of the Iranian
government and
people in the fight
againstcoronavirus,
the President of
Turkey stressed
theneed to develop
cooperation and
transfer experiences
inthisregard.

Speakinginaninterviewwith MehrnewsagencyonSat., Mojtaba
Zonnour added, “government ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran
should announce whatmeasuresitwilltakein case Iran’sarms

embargoisextendedatUN Security Council.”

Inresponsetoaquestion that whatmeasures the government
shouldtakeforthe preventionofextensionoflran’sarmsembargo,

firmly againstaudacity and deviation thatthe enemy wants to
createseriously.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Zonnouremphasized, “the government
mustputextensive diplomacy onitsagendaagainstextension of
arms embargo and raise the legitimacy of the Islamic Republic
of [ran and invalidity of demands of other sides in the world
seriously”

When enemies of the Islamic
RepublicofIran examine the benefit
and cost which will be inflicted on
themselves, they will certainly notdare to

make such asanattack, so thatthe governmentshould putthis

issueintoserious consideration, Zonnour emphasized.

U.S. proposes house arrest for 'most
dreaded' Taliban prisoners

The United States has proposed that
hundreds of Taliban prisoners be

transferred tohousearrestinasupervised

facility when they are freed from Afghan

jails, three senior official sources said, a

proposed solution for a deadlock thatis

holdingup peace talks.

Theproposalfor Taliban
fighters accused of
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thebloodiestattacksin
Afghanistantobeplaced
inalocationwherethey

conducting some of |
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would be under both [ S

Talibanand Afghangovernment =

surveillance waspresented this
week to the warring Afghan
sidesbytop U.S.diplomats, the
sources said.The diplomats
are trying to kickstart peace
negotiationsin Dohathathave
beendelayed overthe prisoner
issue. The Afghan government
isresistingfreeingthefinalbatch
out of some 5,000 prisoners
whoserelease was demanded
by the insurgent group as a
conditiontostartpeacetalks.U.S.
Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad
pressed Taliban leaders and
PresidentAshrafGhanitobreak
the deadlockduringavisitto

Kabul this week.Around 400
prisonersarestillingovernment
custody, with Western allies
also expressing concerns
overreleasingaround half of
those.“The Americansand their
allies agree that it would be
insanetoletsome ofthe most
dreaded Taliban fighters walk
out freely...the Afghan forces
arrested them for conducting
some of the most heinous
crimesagainsthumanity,” said
asenior westerndiplomatin
Kabul.Khalilzad's office was
notimmediately available for
commenton the proposals. A

spokesmanforGhanideclinedto
comment.The State Department
referred Reuterstoastatement
itreleasedafter Khalilzad'svisit,
which said he had pressed for
“ongoingeffortstoresolve the
remainingissuesahead ofintra-
Afghannegotiations” including
the prisonerrelease, butdid
not detail any proposals.Of
the400 prisonersleft,around
200areaccused by the Afghan
governmentofmasterminding
attacks on embassies, public
squares, and government
offices, killing thousands of
civilians in recent years and

including a huge 2017 blast
targetingthe German Embassy
inKabul.Two Taliban sources
and one former senior Afghan
official said senior members of
themilitant Haqgani Network,
whichhastiestothe Taliban,are
alsoamongthegroup.OnFriday,
Ghaniordered therelease of
500 Taliban prisoners who
arenotpartofthe group’slist.
However the two Talibanand
twodiplomaticsourcessaidthe
insurgentgroup was insistent
onitsdemand fortherelease of
theremaining 400 prisoners
onthelist.

IRGC's military
exercise serious
warning to enemies

Colonel Anatoly Tsyganok,amember of
the Russian Center for Political-Military

Studies believes thattherecentIRGC's
military exercise was a serious warning
tothe enemies of Iran, especially the

United States.

Tsyganok told IRNA that during the
recent military exercise of Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), Iran
demonstrated its strengthinthe seaand

security.

air,aswellasits progressin thisfield.

Headded thatlranhasrepeatedly stated
thatitdoes notseek any war, conflict
and tensionintheregion,addingthat
butlIranisalways preparingits military
equipment to repel any aggression
against its territory and ensure its

People’shealth
priority for Islamic
Development
Organization

Islamic Development Organization

[IDO]’s ChiefHojjatoleslam Mohammad
Qomi said that ensuring people’s
healthisaredline during Muharram

ceremonies.

He made the remark on Friday noting
thatmourning ceremoniesin Muharram
mustbe held with health protocolsin
place.“Ensuring the health of the people

inthereligious ceremoniesisaredline
forus,however, by observing Arafa Day,
we saw that holding these religious
ritualsis possible with health protocols
inplace,”headded.

He wenton to say that shutting down
religious ceremoniesisnotnecessary
aslongashealth protocolsare observed.

UAE to Turkey: Stop
Meddlingin Arab
Affairsover Libya

The United Arab Emirates minister of state
for foreign affairs said on Saturday that

Turkey should stop interfering in Arab
affairs, criticizing comments on Libya
made by Turkey’s defense minister.

“Relations are notmanaged by threats and
thereisno place for colonialist delusions
inthis dayand age,” Anwar Gargash wrote
on Twitter.Turkish media had reported

the Turkish minister making remarks

critical ofthe UAE’sactions over Libya.The
UAE, alongside Egyptand Russia, backs
eastern Libya commander Khalifa Haftar,
whose militants have been battling the
forces ofthe internationally recognized
governmentin Tripoli. Turkey has stepped
up supportforthe Tripoligovernment.
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Chinese media:
IRGCdrill'smessage; USforces

under Iranmissile range

A Chinese media outlet pointed to the power and
deterrence of the Iranian missiles, saying thatthe US
should understand the message of therecentdrill by the
IRGC.

ChinaRadio International published areporton Friday
night with the title “the message of IRGC’s Payambar
Azam 14 drillto America: Youare underrange of Iranian
missiles”, after the conclusion of military drillby IRGCin
thesouthofthe country.

“Asignificant point ofthe drillwasthatIRGC destroyed a
mock-up of US’ Nimitz-class carriers withits missilesin
theareaofthewargame,’noted thereport.
“Iranhasactuallywelcomed the US’ Nimitz-class carrier
[thatisenteringtheregion] withlaunching missilesatits
mock-up. Thereisnodoubtthatwiththemeasure,Iranis
tryingtodisplayits firm determinationin defendingits
rightsand standingagainsttheenemy.”
Itwentontonote that IRGC “proved” the accuracy of
itsprecision missiles during the drill,adding thatIran
hasthe “mostpowerful missile power” of the region
and equipped with different mid-rangeandlong-range
missiles.

[talsoreferred tothe establishment of military bases by
the United Statesaround Iran, notingthatall ofthemare
undertherangeofthe Iranianmissiles.

“Oneshould neverneglectthe real message of Iran that
was trying to transmititto the US Army via the drill,”
concludedthereport.

The final stage of Payambar-e Azam 14 military drill
wrapped up on Friday. The war game wasjointly carried
outbyIRGC’s Navyand Aerospace forcesinthe south of
the country, near Straitof Hormuz. [IRGCalso unveiled
anewachievementinthe drillnamely thelaunching
ofballisticmissiles from the underground withoutthe
ordinaryplatformsforthefirsttimeinthe world.

TIRGCnewmissile achievement

canbeused across Iran: MP
Amember of ParliamentNational Security and Foreign
Policy Commission hailed the newachievementofthe
[RGCinlaunchingballisticmissiles from underground,
notingthatthis capability canbeused acrossthe country.
Ebrahim Azizi said on Friday that the achievementis
based on the defense doctrine of the Islamic Republic
whichhighlights “authoritativeand active deterrence”.
“Ballisticmissilesare nowlaunched fromunderground
and canarm large sections of the country without the
need forany missile platform or other equipmenton
surface,”hesaid.

IRGC successfully test-fired a ballistic missile from
underground on Wednesday during the Payambar-e
Azam 14 military drillinsouthernregionsofthe country.
IRGC Aerospace Force Brigadier General Amir Ali
Hajizadeh said then that"The missileswerelaunched
withoutanylaunch platformsorotherusual utilities."
"These missilesburstoutofthe ground to hitthe set
targets,"headded. Alsoinatweet, thebrigadier general
said thatthe name and features of this type of missiles
wouldbekeptconfidential.

Cooperation amongall
regional states bringing
peace, stability: President

Rouhani

Referringtothe goodrelations between Iran and Turkeyin
various fields, especially in the field of economicand trade
cooperation, Iranian Presidentsaid, "The Islamic Republic
ofIranisdetermined to develop friendly and brotherly
relations and cooperation with Turkeyin all fields".
Speakingin a telephone call with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Friday, Dr. Hassan Rouhani
congratulated the Turkish governmentand people on Eid
al-Adha and expressed hope thatthe two countries would
continue to work together to fight coronavirus.

Referring to some issues and problems in the region,

Referring to the need to develop trade and economic
relations between Iran and Turkey and accelerate trade

President Rouhani expressed hope that with the efforts
and cooperation of all countries in the region, we will
see stability and peace throughouttheregion.

Stating that today the United States is imposing
oppressive sanctions against the Iranian nation,
Dr. Rouhani stressed, "In this situation, friendly and
neighbouring countries such as Iran and Turkey should
further develop theirrelations and cooperation”.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan also |
congratulated Eid al-Adha and expressed hope thatit
would bring blessings for the people of the two countries
and forall Muslims around the world.
Praising the successful efforts of the [ranian government
and peoplein the fightagainstcoronavirus, the President
of Turkey stressed the need to develop cooperation and
transfer experiencesin thisregard.
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exchanges
in accordance with health

protocols, he expressed hope that a meeting of the

Supreme Council for Strategic Cooperation between the
two countrieswould be held in the near future.
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COVID-19 Peak Overin 10 Iranian Provinces: President

Iranian PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid the coronavirus pandemic’s peakhasbeen
overintenprovinces with critical conditions.Pointing to the promisingreports
aboutthe epidemicsituationinvarious provinces, Rouhani praised the people
for observing the health protocols, and noted that compliance with the health
regulationswillbringabout stability and calmin the country in coming days.Strict
measuresto containthe disease are obligatoryand mustcontinue untilanacceptable

coronavirus vaccine becomesavailable, the presidentadded.No province in Iran has

20000 Rials

experienced asecond peakafter getting through the first coronavirus pandemicpeak, he noted, sayingifthe

observanceofhealthtips continue, people willheargood newsinthe comingweeks.The presidentalsosaid the
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tobeshakenifarms e
embargo extended
Next Round of Tran-
IRGCnewmissile  UkraineTalkson
. Plane Crash Set for
achievement can October
beused across

Iran: M P

Importantnotes fol'g

The next round of talks
between Ukraine and Iran
on compensation for a
Ukrainianjetthatcrashed

° near Tehran in January
Il'amanswho.want is scheduled for October,
todotransactions the Ukrainian prosecutor

with Canada

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

general’sofficesaid.
o Iranian and Ukrainian
delegations held the first
round oftalks on Thursday
in Kiev, with Ukraine’s

04:47:21 Foreign Minister Dmytro

Noon call to prayer : Kuleba calling them as

13:09:35 “constructive”, Reuters
reported.

Evening call to prayer:

20:19:33

WEATHER

High:38°c
Low:22°%

“The talks ended late last
night. The talks lasted
11hours.Ingeneral, they
were constructive,” Kuleba
said after meeting with the
Iraniandelegation.

“There is agreement and
understandingthatthemost
transparentand unbiased
investigation by Iran is
needed,"headded.

governorsofprovinceswithafasterpace of spread ofthe infectious disease have been given authoritytomake
thenecessarydecisionsatthe provincialheadquarterstotackle the pandemic.
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Buying aproperty in Turkey hasno

economic justification; official

US Wants to Sign Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Agreement with Russia, Trump Says

The United States is working on signinga new nuclear non-

proliferation agreement with Russia, US President Donald

Trump said.

"We are working with Russiaright now
on a non-proliferation agreement,
nuclear non-proliferation. If we get
somethinglike that, itwould be great,”
the US presidentsaid on Friday, during
a COVID-19 Response and Storm
Preparednessroundtable in Florida,
TASSreported.

Trump provided no further detailsabout
theagreement.

Russia and the United States held
consultations on arms control and
disarmamentin July. Those meetings
focused primarily on the fate of the
bilateral New START treaty.

The Treaty between the United States of
Americaand the Russian Federation on
Measures for the Further Reduction and
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms
(the New START Treaty) entered into
forceonFebruary5,2011.

The deal stipulates that sevenyears after

itgoesinto effect, each party should have
nomore thanatotal of 700 deployed
intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs), submarine-launched ballistic
missiles (SLBMs) and strategicbombers,
aswellasnomorethan 1,550 warheads
ondeployed ICBMs, deployed SLBMs
and strategicbombers, and a total of
800 deployed and non-deployed missile
launchers.

The document will remain in force
for 10 years, until February 5,2021,
unlessitisreplaced beforethatdatebya
subsequentagreementonthereduction
and limitation of strategic offensive arms.
Itcanalsobe extended fornolongerthan
Syears (thatis,until2026) by the parties’
mutual consent.

Moscow has repeatedly called on
Washington notto delay prolongation
of the treaty it describes as a golden
standardintheareaof disarmament.
Russian President Vladimir Putin said
inaninterview with the Financial Times
inJune thatifthis treaty ceased to exist
therewould beno othertoolsinthe world
containingthearmsrace.

IRGCachievements, clear example of relying
ondomestic power

A parliament member hailed that IRGC’s performance

invarious fields as a clear example of relying on internal

power and making progress without the help of any western

countries.

HadiBeiginejad referred to the Supreme
Leader'sremarksinhisyesterday's speech
thathesaid "Foralongtime,anideahas
been propagated thatIran cannotprogress
withoutthe United States and the West”,
addingthatsome claim thatIran cannot
progresswithoutthe West.

“ The Supreme Leader, in his speech,
announced thatthe IRGC's staffareamong

thebestinthefields of maritime Scientific
advances, construction of refineriesand
machines,etc” headded.
Hewentontosaythatnotonlythe western
countriesdid nothelp thelslamicRepublic
atall, butalso they imposed sanctions
and called the IRGCaterroristgroupand
slanderedit.Butthe IRGC grew day by day.
Accordingtotheleader'sremarks,aclear
examplethatIranisrelyingoninternal
powerand improvingisthe performance
oftheIRGC, hesaidandadded that Supreme
Leader named the Persian Gulf Star
Refinery, built by the IRGC, to refute the
propagandas.

Iran Nabs
Ringleader of US-
Based'Terrorist
Group

Iran’s Intelligence Ministry

said it has arrested the
ringleader ofaterroristgroup
basedinthe United States.

In a statement released
on Saturday, the Iranian
Intelligence Ministry said its
forceshave dealta “heavyand

serious blow” to a terrorist
group basedintheUS.

The ringleader of Tondar
(Thunder) terrorist group
has been arrested by the
Intelligence Ministry, it
added.

Religious Congrega-
tions Council:

Muharramrituals to

observe COVIDI9
Task Forceguide-
lines

The Council of Iranian Religious
Congregationshasurged thenation
to follow the guidelines of the
National Task Force for Fighting
Coronavirusinholdingmourning
ceremonies duringthe upcoming
Islamicmonth ofMuharram.

In a statement on Saturday, the
councilannouncedall religious
ceremoniesand gatheringsshould
meetthe criteria outlined by the

expertsatNational Task Force for
Fighting Coronavirus.

All congregations without the
coordination ofthe Task Forceare
banned,itadded.The statement
comesafterthe Leaderofthelslamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneiurged peopleonFridayto
observehealth protocolsduringthe
Muharrammourningceremonies.
“All the mourners, mourning
gatherings and eulogists must
follow whatis announced by the
National Task Force for Fighting
Coronavirus, becauseitisavery
important issue,” the Leader
asserted.

Headded, “Whatisannounced by
the National Task Force for Fighting

Coronavirus must be followed
during mourning. [ will respect
whattheyannounceasnecessary.l
adviseallthe mourners, mourning
gatheringsand eulogiststorespect
guidelines of the National Task
Force for Fighting Coronavirus,
otherwise, there will be a big
disaster”Muharramis the month
ofthemartyrdom of Imam Hussein
(PBUH) - the third Shialmam-and
hisloyal companionsatthe Battle of
Karbalaintheyear61AH (680 CE).

During the Muharram rituals,
millions of Muslims commemorate
the martyrdom anniversary of
Imam Hussein, by gathering in
mosques and differentreligious
venues.

Afghan President
Orders Release of
300 Taliban In-

mates

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
ordered the release of 500
Taliban prisonersas partofa
new ceasefire that could lead
intolong-delayed peace talks.
Ghanisaid on Friday they would
be freed duringthe Eid Al-Adha
holiday, which started Friday
and has prompted a national
cease-fire for three days, Reuters
reported.

Therelease would reportedly
complete the government’s
pledge to free 5,000 Taliban
members as outlined in a
deal the fighters signed with

Washington, he said.

“To show goodwill and
accelerate the peace talks,
we will release 500 Taliban
prisoners in response to the
group’s three-day cease-fire
announcement,” Ghanisaidinan
Eid speech.

However,the 500 inmates are
notonthe original listof 5,000
demanded by the Taliban.
Kabul authorities have already
released 4,600 of those
prisoners but are hesitating
abouttherelease ofthe final 400,
deemingthemtoodangerous.

“l do not have the right to
decide ontherelease of those
400 Taliban prisoners who are
accused of serious crimes,”
Ghani said, adding that a
gathering of Afghan elders

would decide their fate.

The Taliban, who have insisted
ontherelease ofthose 400, did
notimmediately comment.

The so-called US-Talibanaccord
signedin February stipulated
Kabul would release 5,000
insurgentsinreturnfor 1,000
government forces held captive
by the group.

Late Thursday, the Taliban
said they had completed the
releaseofall 1,000 government
prisoners.

The contentious prisoner swap
isakeyprecondition for peace
talks.

Both Ghani and the Taliban
signaled this week they were
ready for talks after Eid,
provided the prisoner swap is
complete.
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