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Ministerurges facilitatinguse

ofmodernequip. atairports
Iranian Minister of Roadsand Urban Development
called forfacilitating the use of modern equipment
and machineryatairports ofthe country.
Speakingon Monday onthesidelines oftheunveiling
ceremony of domestically-manufactured Mobile
AirTraffic Control (ATC) Tower, he stated, “focusing
ondomestic production and takingadvantage of
domestic capabilities have been turned into an
organizational beliefand culture atthe Ministry of
Roadsand UrbanDevelopment.”

Yesterday, the fourth package of domestic
productionsintherail sector wasdelivered to the
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways and today, the
firstadvanced mobile air traffic control tower was
delivered toIran Airports Company (IAC) by SAlran,
anelectronics company affiliated to Iranian Ministry
of Defense, showingthatIran enjoyshigh capability
and potential to take giant stride despite sanctions
imposed againstthe country, Eslami emphasized.
Under such circumstances that the country is
grappling with sanctions, opportunity created
forthe countryasaresultofsanctionsshould be
used optimally for progress and development, he
stressed.

The first domestically-manufactured air traffic
control tower was unveiled on Monday in the
presence of Minister of Defense Brigadier General
Amir Hatamiand Minister of Roads and Urban
DevelopmentMohammad Eslami.

Iran, Iraq resume trade activity
in Mandali Border Crossing

IslamicRepublicoflranandIraqresumed theirtrade
activitiesin Mandali (Soomar) Border Crossing
whichhadbeenhalted foraboutfive monthsagodue
totheoutbreakofcoronavirus pandemic, COVID-19.
Mazenal-KhuzaiDirector of Mandali Region on Sun.
revealed thereopeningofMandali Border Crossing,
third Iraqborder point, for trade activity between
IranandIraq,accordingtoal-Malumah.
Accordingly,dozens of trucks, passing from Iranian
border,headed towards Mandali Border Crossing,
theofficialadded.

Mandali Border Crossingislocated in the vicinity of
Soomar Border Marketplace, Kermanshah province.
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafaal-Kadhimi, in his visit
toDiyala Governorate onJuly 11,reopened Mandali
Border Crossing for trade activity with Islamic
Republicoflran.

Iran’s exportto Eurasia
increasedby 17 percent

Head of Trade Promotion Organization of Iran
(TPOI) Hamid Zadboumsaid thatIran'stotal exports
toEurasiahasincreased 17% compared tothe same
periodlastyear.

Hemadetheremarkson SundaynotingthatlIran's
total exportsto Eurasiaaftertheimplementation of
theagreementthatis from October272019toJune
192020 hasamounted to $681 million, which has
increased by 17% compared to the corresponding
periodlastyear.“Iran's totalimports from Eurasia
untilJune 19,2020, hasreached to $1.736billion,
whichhasincreased by 13% compared to the same
periodlastyear,”headded.

“The total volume of trade between the two
countries stands at $2.417 billion, which has
increased by 14% compared to the same period
lastyear. Despite the outbreak of coronavirusand
thedeclineininternational tradeinrecentmonths,
this growth rate indicates the stability of trade
between Iran and the Eurasian Economic Union
and the ability to develop economicrelations,” he
maintained.
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Haririurges sustainable financingin
Iran-China Coop.

Chairman of Iran-China Joint Chamber of

Commerce and Industry said the Islamic

Republicoflranneedsasustainable financing

inall-outtransactions.

NEWS

Sl g

Majid RezaHariri
said thatthe two
countries are
complementary
in  economic
exchanges
today,
the  country  needs
sustainability for financing
and participatinginall-out
exchanges.

Conclusion of a 25-Year
Cooperation Document
with the People’s Republic
of China can materialize the
said objective, he stressed,
accordingtoIRNA.

The signing of this
cooperation agreement
between Iran and Chinais
bilateral, he said, adding,
“on the one hand, China
wants the energy that the
Islamic RepublicofIranis

able to supply and Iran can
take advantage of Chinese
technologies on the other
hand”

Cooperatingin the field of
transferring energies like
oil, gas, petrochemical,
and mines constitutes the
main framework of [ran’s
economicagreement with
China in the short- and
long-term, hesaid, adding,
“presently,about 70% ofoil,
mineral and nonmetallic

products, as well as 27
percentofnon-oil exports
of the country, is traded
with China without this
agreement.”

Elsewhere in hisremarks,
Hariri pointed to China as
Iran’s first trade partner
in the field of exports and
added, “Iran’s current
economic situation
needs the development of
infrastructures and China
can help Iran in this field

greatly, for, China is the

largestbuyer of reservesin
most mineral and energy
productsintheworld.”
Hepointedtoanegativewave
ofmediahypeand positions
of Western countriesand the
United States onthe signing
of a 25-year agreement
between Iran and China
andsaid, “these oppositions
indicate that signing this
agreementwillbeinIran’s
favor”

Gold hitsrecord high
as U.S.-Chinaties

worscen

Gold hitanall-time high on Monday as tit-for-
tatconsulate closuresin Chinaand the United
Statesrattled investors, boosting the allure of
safehavenassets,although sentimentwasmixed
withtechgainssupportingsome Asianstocks.
MSCI'sex-Japan Asia-Pacificindexrose 1.3%as
Taiwan’s TSMC, Asia’s third-largestcompany by
marketcapitalisation, rose almost 10%.

The chipmaker’s gains boosted other tech
stocksintheregionand came afterrival Intel
signalled it may give up manufacturingits own
components duetodelaysinnew 7 nanometer
chiptechnology.

Alsosoothingsentiment, Chinese shares eked
out gains after big falls late last week, with
CSI300indexrising 0.5%.

S&P500 futures werelastup 0.4% in choppy
trade whileJapan’s Nikkei fell 0.5%, resuming
tradeafteralongweekendand catchingup with
fallsinglobal shareslatelastweek.

Global shares had lost steam lastweek after
Washington ordered China’s consulate in
Houstonto close, prompting Beijingtoreactin

kind by closingthe U.S.consulatein Chengdu.
U.S.Secretary of State Mike Pompeo took fresh
aimatChinalastweek, saying Washingtonand
itsalliesmustuse “more creative and assertive
ways” to press the Chinese Communist Party to
changeitsways.

“U.S.President (Donald) Trump used to say
China’s PresidentXiJinpingisagreatleader.
Butnow Pompeo’s wordingisbecomingso
aggressive thatmarketsare starting to worry
aboutfurtherescalation,” said Norihiro Fujito,
chief investment strategist at Mitsubishi
Securities.

Goldrose 1.0%toarecord highof$1,920.9 per
ounce,surpassingapeaktouchedin September
2011, asSino-U.S.tensionsboosted the allure of
safehavenassets, especially thosenottied toany
specificcountry.

Theyellowmetalisalso helped by aggressive
monetaryeasingadopted bymany centralbanks
around the world since the pandemicplunged
theglobal economyintoarecession.
Someinvestors fret such an unprecedented
level of money-printing could eventuallylead
toinflation.
HopesofaquickU.S.economicrecoveryare
fadingas coronavirusinfections showed few
signsofslowing.

That means the economy could capitulate
without fresh supportfrom the government,
with some of earlier steps such as enhanced
joblessbenefits dueto expire thismonth.
Investorshope U.S.Congresswillagreeonadeal
beforeits summerrecess buttherearesome
stickingpointsincludingthesize of stimulusand
enhanced unemploymentbenefits.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin said the
package will contain extended unemployment
benefitswith 70% “wagereplacement”.
Democrats, who control the House of
Representatives, want enhanced benefits of
$600 perweektobe extended andlook to much
biggerstimulus compared withthe Republicans’
$1trillionplan.

Investorsare looking to corporate earnings
fromaround the world for hints on the pace of
recoveryintheglobaleconomy.
“Itlookslikerisingcoronaviruscasesarestarting
to slow downrecovery in many countries,”
said Masahiro Ichikawa, senior strategistat
Sumitomo Mitsui DS AssetManagement.
Concerns aboutthe U.S.economicoutlook
started to weigh on the dollar, reversingits
inverse correlation with the economic well-
beingoverthepastfewmonths.
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The Head ofthe Union of Textile
CarpetWeavers of Iran Mujtaba
Araqchi said that if Iranian
carpetsare sold for $ 500 and
Indian, Pakistani and Afghan
carpetsaresoldfor$250,then
foreign buyers will definitely
choosenon-Iraniancarpets

Inaninterview with ILNA, the
Iranianofficialadded “Currently,
people’s purchasing power has
decreased.”He confirmed that
thishasadirectimpactonthe
purchase ofhand-made carpets
in the domestic market, in

Due to sanctions, there is no market left for
Iranian carpets

addition, 95 percentofthe hand-
made carpet marketisabroad,
and due to sanctions, thereis
almostnomarketleftforIran.
“Nowthesituationwith exports
is very bad, spending has
decreased,soweare witnessing
a terrible decline in both
domesticand foreignmarkets.”
“Of course, the spread of the
coronavirus,inaddition to all
these factors, has aggravated
and seriously affected foreign
marketsand exports,” Araqchi
said.
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What's News

Iransteel
production
on positive
track despite

pandemic

According to
the World Steel
Associationrecent
release, 'June
2020 crude steel
production’, Iran's
steel production
has grownby 10.2

percent.
As Iranian Mines
and Mining

Industries
Development
and Renovation
Organization
announced on
Sunday, Iran steel
productionin the
first half of 2020
stood at 13.88
million tons despite
the coronavirus
outbreak.

In June, Iran's
production level
surpassed 2.4
million tons,

showinga growth
of 5.2 percent
compared to the
same month in
the previous year,
the Iranian body
added.
According to the
latest Iranian
Steel Producers
Association (ISPA),
some 7,135,000
tons of steel were
produced in the
firstthree months
of the current
Iranian calendar
year (from March
21 to June 20),
registering a three
percent growth
as compared to
the last year’s
corresponding
period.

Although the
production volume
ofbilletand bloom
(steelingots) inthe
firstthree months
ofthe currentyear
decreased, the total
production volume
of intermediate
steelinthe country
recorded a three
percent growth as
compared to the
same period of
lastyear, the same
reportconfirmedin
mid-June.

Oftotal 7,135,000
tons of steel
produced in the
first quarter of
the current year,
4,120,000 and
3,015,000 tons of
whichrelated tothe
billet, bloom and
slabrespectively.
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A mir -
Abdollahian
re-appointed

as head

Intifada conf.

In a decree, the
Speaker of the
Iranian Parliament
re-appointed
Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian as
Secretary-General
ofthe International
Conference in
Support of the
Palestinian Intifada.
"With respect to
your religious
and revolutionary
commitment,
valuable
background and
experience in the
field of foreign
policy, and in
particular in
supporting  the
liberation of the
Qudsand Palestine,
you are appointed
to this position
and also to be a
member of the
Board of Trustees
of the Palestine
International
Conference
Secretariat,” the
decree signed by
Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibafisread.
The 6th
International
Conference in
Support of the
Palestinian Intifada
was held in Tehran
in February 2016,
with the presence of
the Supreme Leader
of the Revolution
in the opening
ceremony as well as
700 foreign guests,
including the
world’s Speakers
of Assemblies,
politicalleaders,and
resistanceleaders.
The Palestinian
Secretariat
monitors
developments
in this area in
a professional
manner, along with
parliamentary
diplomacy.
According to
its Statute, four
members of the
Parliamentplusthe
Secretary-General
constitute the
Board of Trustees
ofthe International
Conference in
Support of the
Palestinian Intifada.
Earlier, Ghalibafhad
also re-appointed
Amir-Abdollahianas
his Special Adviser
for International
Affairs.

Iranian Official Urges Negotiated
Solution to Karabakh Dispute

Iranian President’s Chief of Staff Mahmoud Vaezi called fora
peaceful solution to the dispute in the Karabakh region after
anescalation of tensions between Armenia and the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

In a telephone conversation with foreign policy advisor to
presidentofthe Republic of Azerbaijan Hikmat Hajiyev on Sunday,
Vaezisaid Iran’s formal stance on the conflicts and disputes is
“supporting the territorial integrity and sovereignty” of the
nations.

“Tensionsin theregion would certainly notbeintheinterestofany

country,and we favor stability, development and progress forall
countries, particularly the Republic of Azerbaijan,” he added.
TheIranian president's chief of staff further stressed the need for
the settlementofdisputes through peaceful solutionsand dialogue.
“Asafriendly country and neighbor, the [slamic Republic of Iran
hasalways stood by the Republic of Azerbaijan’s governmentand
nation and attaches significance to the promotion of tieswith that
country,” Vaeziadded.

For his part, Hajiyev commended Iran for its clear stances on
international conflicts and its respect for the sovereignty of
nations, saying, “Iran,asaveryimportantand influential countryin
theregion, hasamajorroleinthe settlementofregional problems
and disputes.”

with Tehran in various fields,
particularly the economicties.
Azerbaijan and Armenia,
two former Soviet republics,
have for decades beenlocked
inasimmering conflict over
Karabakh - an Azerbaijani
territory seized by Armenian
separatistsinabloody war in the
1990s.
Some 30,000 people werekilled in the

conflict, which ended with a fragile truce in 1994.

The two sides are still technically at war and have yettoreacha

The Spokesperson of the Iranian foreign

ministry pointed to the recent US

harassmentoftheIranianairlinerin Syria

noting that Iran will take the required

measures tomake the USregretitsdeed.

i

Inapress conference
on Monday, Abbas

ISFAHAN

N E w s Mousavi answered

variousquestionsabout

NEWS . .

o o the IslamicRepublic's
foreignpolicies.

He condemned the US
harassment of a Mahan
passenger plane saying
that Americans have acted
like pirates and done arisky
measure."[t was a terrorist
and dangerousactand against
alltheinternationallaws," he
underlined.

"The Iranian foreign ministry,
IranCivil Aviation Organization,
Judiciary system, and the
General Staff of the Armed
Forces ofthe Islamic Republic
of Iranwill take the necessary
measurestomakethe USregret
whatithasdone,"headded.
USwillnotachieve itsaim of
extendinglranarmsembargo
In reaction to the recent
remarks of Pompeo aboutthe
extension of Arms Embargoon
[ran, Mousaviassured thatthe

He also highlighted Baku’s willingness to boost relations

USwillnotreachitspreferred
target.

OnFMZarif'stalksinMoscow
He elsewhere addressed

FM Zarif's talks with
Russian President Putin
and explained that the two
sides have conferred on the
most important issues and
concerns of the two countries
inthe bilateral, regional and
international field and the
obtained achievementswillbe
revealedinnearfuture.

The spokesmannamed Zarif's
latest trip to Baghdad as
"fruitful'.

Iran supports Afghan-led
peacetalks
Mousavialsoreiterated that

Iran willmake US regret:
Mousavi

[ran pays specificattention to
Afghan-Afghantalksunderthe
currentAfghangovernmentand
rejectsany foreigninterference
in Afghanpeacetalks.Headded
thatIran will use its specific
capacitiesforresolvingtensions
in Afghanistan.
Iran'spresenceinSyria
Addressing the Zionist PM's
claims aboutthe presence of
Iranin Syria, Mousavinoted
that"Iranis presentin Syria
asan advisor and due to the
requestofthelegitimate Syrian
governmentandnation."
Sameas Brian Hook, Netanyahu
is a windbag, Mousavi said,
addingthatthe "Existence of
theZionistregimeisregardedas

illegitimate by alotofcountries
includinglran."

Zionists cannot make any
comments about Iran's
presencein other countries, he
noted.Theregimein Tel Avivis
notinthe positiontotell Iran
where and howitshould be,
highlighted the spokesperson.
On the black box of the
Ukrainianairliner

About the decryption of
Ukrainian flight's black box
in France, the Iranian officials
said, "Francehasthetechnology
todecode the blackbox ofthe
downed Ukranian flightand
itis not expected to release
the achieved data from it
unofficially."

permanentpeaceagreementon theissue.

USpolicyfaileddue
to Iran’sideology,
resistance economy

Moscow-based political analyst Andrew Koribko
believes thatthe US maximum pressure policy
hasfailed duetothe "ideological cohesion of the
[ranianpeople"and their "resistance economy.”
AndrewKorybkoisapoliticalanalyst,journalist,
and a member of the expert council for the
Institute of Strategic Studiesand Predictionsat
the People’s Friendship University of Russia. He
specializesin Russian affairs and geopolitics,
specificallythe USstrategyin Eurasia.
Hisotherareasoffocusincludetactics of regime
change, color revolutions,and unconventional
warfare usedacrossthe world. Hisbook, “Hybrid
Wars: The Indirect Adaptive Approach To Regime
Change” extensively analyzes the situations in
Syriaand Ukraineand claims to prove thatthey
representanewmodel of strategicwarfarebeing

wagedbytheUS.
Inordertoshedlightontherecentdevelopments
in the Middle East, Mehr News reached the
American-born, Moscow-based political analyst
foranexclusiveinterview.

When asked to commenton therecentillegal
moveofthe USinSyriaduringwhichthe country’s
fighterjets’harassed theIranianairliner Mahanby
conductingsome dangerous maneuveringclose
tothepassengerplaneasitwasflying over Syria’s
strategical-Tanfregion, Korybkosaid thatthe US
acted veryrecklessly and could have caused a
catastrophe,adding that causinga catastrophe
could have beenaswell one of thereasons why
Washingtondidit.

“TheUnited Stateshasaninterestin"defending"
itsillegal militarypresenceinSyriaandaroundal-
Tanf,and thisactionhas drawnglobalattentionto
thoseinterests.Ifthe planehad crashedasaresult
ofthismove, then the United Stateswould have
triedtofindawaytoblamelranforit,headded.
Aboutthe USillegal presencein Syria, he said that

Syriaisunabletoputanendtotheillegal military
presenceofthe United Statesonitssoil.
“Russiawillnotintervene tohelp Syria,” he said,
adding “because Moscow's military missionin
thatcountryisonly to fightterrorism...Iranis
Syria’s only ally that wants to drive the United
StatesoutofSyria.”

Aboutthe possibility ofa coalitionin theregion
formedbetween Iranand the member states of
the Resistance, he said thatthese countrieshave
alegitimaterightto formacoalition, butitisvery
dangeroustodoso.

“Becauselsraelisunlikely toallowthe Iranian Air
Forcetoregularlyescortcivilianaircraftveryclose
toits"borders,”headded.

Mostlikely, Tel Avivwould wantto push the two
tothebrinkofwarbyallowingitsfighterjetstofly
closelytolranianjetsand passenger planes -just
asthe USrecentlyhasdone,inhopesthatsucha
movewould causeanaccidentthatcouldleadto
aplane crashorafiercebattle between the two
sides’airforces,accordingtoKorybko.

NEWS

Ansarullah, Iran on same axis
against US, Israeliregime

Mohamed al-Bukhaiti,amember of Yemen's Supreme
Political Council, said Ansarullahand Iran are onasingle
axisinanunlimited waragainstthe United Statesand the
Israeliregimeintheregion.

Remarks ofal-Bukhaiti, who is a senior official with
Yemen's Houthi Ansarullah movement, cameinreaction
tothe US'recentharassmentofIran's Mahanairlinerin
Syria.

"Ansarullah’sretaliatory response to the harassment
ofthe American fighterjets for Iranian civilian aircraft
will be determined in proper time, but Ansarullah's
response willnotreplace thatoflran's," he told Sputnik
Radionetwork.

He added that "Resistance is a single axis against
Americanhegemony."

"Ansarullah and Iranare onasingle axisinan unlimited
waragainstthe United States and Israeliregime in the
region,” Raialyoum quoted himas saying.

Two USwarplanes put the lives of tens of [ranian and
Lebanese civiliansin danger after conducting dangerous
maneuveringnear Beirut-bound Mahan Air’s Flight 1152
onSyria’sairlast Thursdaynight.

Theairliner’s pilotreportedly reduces flightaltitude to
avoid colliding with the warplanes which led to several
injuriesamong passengers.

[ranimmediately reacted to theincident, sayingit will
giveafirmresponseinpropertime.

“TheIslamic RepublicofIranleaves no hostile action
againstthe Iranian nation unanswered and will give a
firmand appropriate response to any unwise measure
when the timeisripe,” Seyyed Abbas Mousavi said
on Friday, hours after two US warplanes conducted
dangerous maneuveringnear Mahan Air’s Flight 1152.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif also
condemned the Tawlessness’ of the United States which
‘endangered’ lives of civilians on board the Iranian
airliner.

Defense Ministryunveils
domesticATCtower

Iran’s Defense Ministry has unveiled a homegrown
advanced air traffic control tower.

Inaceremonyin Tehran on Monday, Defense Minister
Brigadier General Amir Hatami unveiled the air control
tower, which hasbeen developed and manufactured
by SAlran, an electronics company run by the [ranian
defense ministry.

According to General Hatami, the new achievementis
equipped with domestically-built tools, including air
controlradio, telephone and radio recording systems,
radio switching systems,and network synchronization
systems.

All the equipment comply with the world’s latest
developmentsand standards, headded.
Theministernoted thateach control tower will help save
atleast2 million euros by preventing the imports of the
equipment.

General Hatami said the mobile air control tower will
help the country show a quicker response to different
emergencies, including natural disasters such as
earthquakesand floods, across the country.

Nancy Pelosi Nicknames
Trump ‘Mr. Make Matters

Worse’

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Sunday slammed US
President Donald Trump’s handling of the coronavirus
pandemic and gave him the nickname “Mr. Make Matters

Worse.”

“This president, | have anewname for him: Mr. Make Matters
Worse. He has made matters worse from the start. Delay,
denial, it'sahoax, or going magically — it'samiracle,and all
therest,” the California Democratsaid on CBS News program

“Facethe Nation.”

Pelosijabbed at Trump as Senate Republicans prepare to
introduce coronaviruslegislation on Monday after talks with
the White House. House Democrats passed arival $3 trillion

billin May.

The House speaker objected to a Republican liability
waiver for employers and said she wants more money
for school preparedness. Many otherissues divide the
parties, including the size of unemploymentbenefits and

whether to bail outstate governments, the New York Post |

reported.

Trump and Pelosi have had an acrimonious relationship,
especially after her leadership inimpeaching him in
December for pushing Ukraine to investigate Democrats.
In May, the clash got ugly when Pelosisaid on CNN that
Trump should notbe taking the drug hydroxychloroquine
to protectagainst COVID-19 because heis “morbidly obese.”
Trump, in turn, told reporters atthe Capitol that Pelosiis a
“sickwoman” with “mental problems.”
The nextday, Pelosi claimed she’s spoken to doctors about
Trump’s mental state and decided he’s “a confabulator —
someone whojustreallydoesn’teven knowwhatthe truthis.”
“It’s like a child who comes in with mud on their pants or

something
— that’sthe way itis, they're

outside playing. He comes in with doggy doo on his shoes
and everybody who works with him has that on their shoes,
too,” shesaid.




USharassmentof Iranianairlinerunforgivable: Raeisi
EmphasizingthattherecentUSharassmentofapassengerplaneisagrossviolation
ofinternationallaw, Iran's Judiciary Chief Seyyed Ebrahim Raeisi called the US
actionunforgivable."The solutionto end the USwickednessintheregionistoexpel
them fromtheregion," said Raeision Saturday referringto the recent provocation
by USwarplanesagainstan Iranianairliner."The USharassmentofa passenger
planeisagrossviolation ofinternationallaw," headded, stressing, "The USactionis

unforgivable.""[ran’s Attorney General and the deputy of international affairs of Judiciary

20000 Rials

will diligently follow up on the complaints of the passengers of this plane," Raeisiadded. Two USwarplanes

putthelivesoftensoflranianand Lebanese civiliansin dangerafter conductingdangerousmaneuveringnear
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Iran will make/US

regret: Mousavi

Defense Ministry  qyssHTA'S
unveilsdomestic  Isttransaction
ATC tower completed

Switzerland announced
B on Monday that its first

Minister urges deal with Iran trough

one . Swiss Humanitarian Trade

faclhtatlnguse of Arrangement (SHTA) has

J been completed.Asthe New

II.IOdePn equlp. at York Timesreported,aSwiss
airports

pharmaceutical companyhas
o completed thefirsttransaction
under a new humanitarian
trade channel with Iran."We
would like to emphasize that

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:42:29 the operationalization of
Noon call to prayer: the SHTA s progressing and
13:09:51 thatanumber of companies
Evening call to prayer: havealready beenapproved,

more companies will follow.
20:23:41

Further transactions should
be carried out shortly," the
Swiss State Secretariat for
EconomicAffairs (SECO) said.
SECOdidnotidentifythe Swiss
drugmaker or give avalue for
the shipment, which it said
involvedacancerdrugusedto
treatiron overload caused by
repeatedblood transfusions.

High:39°c
Low:23°%

Beirut-bound Mahan Air’s Flight 1152 on Syria’sairon Thursdaynight. Theairliner’s pilotreportedlyreduces
flightaltitude toavoid collidingwith the warplaneswhichled to severalinjuriesamong passengers.

Hariri urges sustainable financing
in Iran-China Coop.

Chinatakes over U.S. consulate premisesin

Chengdu as ties worsen

Chinasaidithad taken overthe premises ofthe U.S.consulate
in the southwestern city of Chengdu on Monday after

orderingthe facility be shutinretaliation for being ousted

from the Chinese consulate in Houston, Texas.

Policein Chengdurestrictedaccesstothearea
around the consulate on Monday morning,

and four officialsin personal protective gear
were seen walkingtowards the consulateat
about10:24a.m.localtime (0224 GMT).
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the
consulatewasclosedasof 10a.m.Itsaidlater
thatauthoritiesentered thebuildingand took
overthepremises.

Chinaordered the closure of the facility on
Fridayafter Washingtonlastweekgave China
72hourstovacateits consulatein Houston,in
adramaticescalation oftensionsbetweenthe
world’stwolargesteconomies.

The United States confirmed the closure of
the consulateinafarewell videoshared from
theU.S.embassyin China’s Twitteraccount.

“The U.S. consulate in Chengdu has
been proudly promoting the mutual
understanding between Americans and
thepeopleinSichuan, Chongqing, Guizhou,
Yunnanand Tibetsince 1985. Wewill forever
missyou,”itsaid.

Statebroadcaster CCTV sharedavideoon
its Twitter-like Weibo account, taken by a
reporter, ofthe American flagin frontofthe
consulatein Chengdubeingloweredat6:18
a.m.onMonday.

OnSunday night, a crane was seen entering
the consulate compoundand hoistingatleast
onecontainerontoalargetruck.

On Saturday evening, a worker was seen
usingtoolsincludingahammerand chisel
toremove fittings around a plaque outside
themainentrance.U.S.-Chinarelationshave
plungedtotheirworstindecadesoverarange
ofdisputes, from trade and technology to
the COVID-19 pandemic, China’s territorial
claims in the South China Sea and its
clampdownonHongKong.

Iran always backs countries’ territorial

integrity

Iranian President's Chief of Staff Mahmoud Vaezi said

Tehranhasalwaysbacked countries’ territorialintegrity and

sovereignty, stressing that solving disputes peacefully will

help the maintain regional stability.

InaSunday telephone conversation with
AzeriPresident’s Foreign Policy Advisor
Hikmat Hajiyev, Vaezisaid supporting the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of
countriesisthe official policy ofthe Islamic
Republicoflraninissuesand disputes,
addingthattensionsintheregion have
notbeenandarenotintheinterestofany
country.

He stressed that Iran seeks stability,
developmentand progressofall countries,
especially the Republic of Azerbaijan,
expressinghope thatthe existing conflicts
intheregion will be resolved through
dialogue and peaceful solutions.

Vaezitermed the “growing cooperation
between Iranand Azerbaijan" a positive
example of constructive relationsbetween
the countries of theregion, calling for the
proper utilization of the capabilities and
capacities to develop and strengthen
relations between the two countries,
especiallyamid the pandemic.

The two officials stressed that the two
countries' economic exchanges will be
continued in accordance with hygiene
instructions and there will notbe any
obstacle to the development of this
cooperation.

Hajiyev, for his part, said that the
Azerbaijan Republic attaches great
importance to the development of
comprehensive Tehran-Baku cooperation,
and PresidentIlham Aliyev hasinformed
all officials that coronavirus should not
hinder the growing cooperation between
the two countries.

Iran will pursue
peaceful nuclear
program with IAEA

Deputy Foreign Minister for
Political Affairs Abbas Araghchisaid
on Sunday that Iran will continue
peaceful nuclearactivities with the
International Atomic Energy Agency
accordingto theregulations agreed
withthe [AEA.

Inanarticle published in a special
issue of Polish Magazine 'Politika
Polska' on the occasion of the fifth
anniversary ofJCPOA, headded that
wheneverIran'sinterestsare served
under the deal, the countryisready
toreturn to its commitments.

Iran has always been seeking to
exploitnuclear knowledge to meet
its developmentneeds, bothinthe
years before the victory ofthe 1979

Islamic Revolutionand in the years
after, he said.

Criticizing deal-bashing policies
of the western states, Araghchi
said thatitseemsthattheir general
perception was that with the
departure of technical experts and
investments made, Iran's nuclear
activitiesinline with development
ofthe country would stop.
Araghchi also slammed
monopolisticpolicies of the owners
ofnuclear technologies, saying that
they have adopted contractionary
policy againstanyrequest.
Referring to Iran's continuous
adherence to cooperation with
IAEA, he said that despite political
propaganda by elements affiliated
tothe Western and Israeli security
services, Iran has never cut off
cooperationand dialogue with the

International Atomic Energy Agency.
Asaresponsibleand accountable
country to the international
community, [ranresponded to all
ambiguities and misinformation
aboutits peaceful nuclearactivities
and made it fully transparentto the
competentinternational body, the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
the senior diplomatsaid.

Finally, the massive news
propagandaagainstIran's peaceful
nuclear program was thwarted by
providing information, conducting
numerous inspections, installing
cameras, and presence of [AEA
inspectorsatall nuclear sites and
related activities, he said.

The use of peaceful energy is an
inalienable right of the Iranian
people,and [ranwillnot surrender
thisrightto the USbullying, he said.

0 of [ran-Uzbekistan Joint Economic
Iran, Uz!meklstan Committee inthe second halfof 2020.
expand ties post- Referring to the impact of the

coronavirus outbreak
Iranian Vice President for Economic
Affairs Mohammad Nahavandianand
Uzbekistan's Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Investments and
Foreign Trade Sardar Omar Zaqov
called for expansion of economicand
trade tiesbetween the two countries.
They talked about the issue of
expanding cooperationtoreduce the
impacts ofthe coronavirus outbreak
on the two countries' economies,
according to Uzbekistan National
NewsAgency (UzA)

Head of Trade Promotion
Organization Hamid Zadboum was
alsopresentinthe online meeting.
Thetwosidesagreed to startexpert
negotiations on renewing the
preferential trade agreement in this
week,andalso onholdingthe meeting

coronavirus outbreak onreducing
the volume of economic exchanges
between the two countries oer the
pastseveral months, Nahavandian
said thatthere are various ways to
overcome the existing obstacles.

He pointed to Iranian experts'
capabilities and experiences in the
technical and engineering fields,
saying that Tehranisready to share
its experiences with Tashkentin all
fields.Uzbekistan's Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Investments
and Foreign Trade underscored that
Iranisamajortrade partner of his
country, saying, "We are determined
to promote cooperation between
the two countries in various fields,
particularly in the field of economy
andtrade."

"We believe that geographical

proximity and spiritual
commonalities are a good
opportunity that can be used to
increase the level of economic
relations between the two countries,"
headded.

"There are various ways to
overcome the existing obstacles
and compensate the shortcomings,"
Nahavandian said.

"Tehran is ready to share its
experiences with Tashkent in all
fields,"headded, referring to Iranian
experts' capabilitiesand experiences
in the technical and engineering
fields.The Uzbek official for his part
emphasized the significance of
holding such meetings in removal of
the problemsin terms of transport
cooperation between the two
countries and expressed hope that
such meetings will lead to layinga
better ground for the expansion of
ties.
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