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Iran-Iraq Chazzabehborder

crossingreopens

Chazzabeh Border crossinglocated in Dasht-e Azadegan
County’s Bostan District, Khuzestan province, hasbeen
reopened for commercial exchanges between Iranand
Iraq after five months of closure due to the coronavirus

Monday ,July 27 , 2020, No. 556

pandemic.

Governor of Dasht-e Azadegan Hossein Silavisaid the
border crossing resumed its commercial operationson
Sunday morning (July 26) with stricthealth protocolsin
place.

Henoted thatChazzabehborder crossingwillbe openall
weekdays, exceptonofficialholidays.

OnJuly 23,Khosraviborder crossing (called Manzarieh
onthelragiside) alsoresumed its commercial operations
inabidtofacilitatethe challenged exchangesbetween the
two countries.

Khosravi border crossing links Iran’s Kermanshah
provinceandIraq's DiyalaGovernorate.

Theborders of Tamarchin, Parvizkhan and Bashmaq
between the two countriesremain closed to commercial
exchanges.

Iran, Brazil revieweconomicties
Senior[ranianand Brazilian officials discussed on Sunday
the ways ofboosting economiccooperationbetweenthe
two countries.

Accompanied by their delegations, [ranian Ambassador
to Brazil Hossein Gharibiand Governor of the State of
Parana Ratinho Junior explored the ways of broadening
mutualrelationsin theagricultural, petrochemicaland
technologicalfields.

Gharibiexpressed Iran’s readiness for expansionand
diversification ofeconomicties with the South American
country, stressingtheneed for utilization ofall capacitiesto
compensateforthelossesinflicted by thenovel coronavirus
pandemic.

Ratinho Junior, forhis part, referred tothe heavy damages
by the coronavirus on Brazil's economy, noting that
creatingjob opportunitiesishigh onthe country’sagenda,
hence, cooperation with Iran could pave the way to some
extentinthisregard.

The members of [ran-Brazil Parliamentary Friendship
werealsopresentinthe meeting.

Iran Hails Growing Trade Ties
with Uzbekistan

Iran’svice president for economicaffairs highlighted the
flourishingtradeinteractionwith Uzbekistan, stressingthe
need for planstoremove the obstaclestotrade exchanges
causedbythe coronavirusoutbreak.
Inavideoconference with Uzbekistan’s Minister of
Investments and Foreign Trade Umurzakov Sardor
Uktamovich on Saturday, Mohammad Nahavandiansaid
therelations between Tehran and Tashkenthave been
growingrapidlyinvariousfields.

Thetrade exchangesbetweenIranand Uzbekistanroseby
40percentin2019,Nahavandiansaid, stressingthatsuch
progresswouldbenefittheinterestsofthe twonationsand
theregion.

Hefurther called for efforts to compensate foradeclinein
economicinteractionafterthe outbreak ofthe coronavirus,
saying the two nations canresortto various options to
makeupforthedecrease.Thevicepresidentalsonoted that
[ranian expertsare prepared to provide Uzbekistan with

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Tehran Virus Taskforce Recommends
Teleworking for %30 of Workforce

Inanopenlettertolran’'s Health Minister Saeed

Namaki, the head of Tehran’s Coronavirus

Taskforce called for helpinghalfofgovernment

employees in the capital Tehran pursue

teleworkingamidrising coronavirusinfections

anddeaths.

NEWS

AlirezaZaliadded
that restricting
the  physical
presence of
employees to
two-thirds  of
full capacity has
visible and positive effects
ontrafficand on the public
transportsystem, requesting
him to extend the remote
workingorderto 50% ofthe
workforce, ISNAreported.
Resurgence ofthe Covid-19
pandemicinIran has dealt
a heavy blow, especially
to the northern province
of Tehran, home to the
country’s overcrowded
capital, prompting local
officialstopleadforlockdown
measures.

President Hassan Rouhani
onSaturday announced that
commemoration ceremonies
marking the martyrdom
anniversaryof [mam Hussein
(PBUH) willbe held across
Iran while observing safety
guidelines and regardless
of a region’s Covid-19
transmissionrate.
Lessthanamonthaway from
thestartofthelunarmonth of
Muharram, Rouhanistressed
thatthe observance ofhealth
protocols would allow safe
participationin the annual
mourning  processions

for the third Shia Imam
and grandson of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH),
President.irreported.
“Mourning ceremonies
for Imam Hussein [PBUH]
mustbeheld everywhere,
incities, villages, red’ zones
and ‘white’ zones alike,” the
presidentstressed.
Accordingtoagovernment
classification, colors “red”,
“yellow”and “white” indicate
the Rvalue, orthe number
of peopleapatient can pass
thediseaseto,inarespective
county.

Although  coronavirus-
related protocols for the
two mourning months of
Muharram and Safar have
not been announced by
the Health Ministry asyet,
Rouhanihinted thatlimiting
commemoration days and
theuse of openspaces could
be part of the preventive
measures.

Rouhani had earlier
called mourning for Imam

Hussein

(PBUH) “an
absolute necessity” and “an
undeniablespiritualneed”.
“No one can create a gap
betweenscienceandreligion;
wewillbothheedscienceand
obeyreligion,”heasserted.
“We wantto mournbutnot
infect mourners of Imam
Hussein [PBUH]. Thisiswhat
thepublic, religionand Imam
Hussein [PBUH] wantfrom
us”

“After four straight days,
Iran’s overnight deaths fell
below 200 onceagain,as 195
fatalities took the nation’s
totalto 15,484, Sima Sadat
Lari, spokeswoman for the
Health Ministry,was quoted
assayingby ISNA.

Some 2,316 werediagnosed
with Covid-19 on Saturday,
taking the case tally to
288,839.

The spokeswoman for the
Health Ministry noted that
13 of Iran’s 31 provinces
arefacinganalarmingstate
due to rising cases and
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'-.\ et \‘{‘\
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deaths, warning thatnon-
compliance with social
distancingrulesand other
health protocols could lead
tosoaringnumbersoverthe
comingweeks.

Lari also asked people to
refrain from traveling to
KishIsland,atouristhotspot,
pointing to “concerning”
infectionnumbers.

Deputy Health Minister
Iraj Harirchi also advised
againsttraveling, especially
toholycitiesand particularly
Mashhad, Iran’ssecond most
populouscity.
Over251,000haverecovered
fromtheinfectiousdiseasein
thepastfivemonthsandthere
arecurrently 3,670 severely-
ill coronavirus patientsin
intensive care units, Larisaid.
Iran has administered 2.3
million diagnostic tests
to identify coronavirus
infectionswithinitsborders.
Global Covid-19 casesneared
16 million on Saturday and
fatalitiesrose past644,000.
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What's News

Food,
Beverages

Inflation at
24.2%

The average
Consumer Price
Index for food and
beverage in the
12-month period
ending]July 21, which
marks the end of the
fourth Iranian month,
increased by 24.2%
compared with last
year’s corresponding
period.

According to the
Statistical Center of
Iran, with a coefficient
of 26.64%, the CPI of
food and beverage
stoodat264.9 inthe
month ending July
21,indicatinga 6.7%
increase compared

with the month
before.

The food and
beverage index

registered a year-
on-yearincrease of
20.9%.

The overall average
annual inflation in
Iran stood at 26.4%
in the month under

review.
SCI had put the
average annual

inflation rate for the
preceding Iranian
month, which ended
onjune20,at27.8%.

The consumer
inflation for the
month under

review (June 21-
July 21) registered
a year-on-year
increase of 26.9%
compared with the

. - ices.Forhi I ] Development Company said.“Construction  tonsperannum,including 1.65 million tons -
:E(i:r}llir;ltf:«lgssd;ﬁ)gelﬁ:;lnagss: rrnv ;;-:Si EZ;};:ZIP j;th'izh;?;t;:; $1305b Inves of 18 petrochemical unitshavebeenplanned ofmethanol, he said. Portions ofthe output Slrr:;iz;:;:aﬁgr?fzgf
saying Tashkenthas planstostrengthen tieswith Tehran inM()l(l.an inthe complex. After completion, Chabahar ~ will serve as feedstock for petrochemical ghe year-on-}};eali
inthetransportationindustry. . cityinthe southeastwillbecomelran’sthird companiesplusdownstreamindustriesand inflation of the month
The two sides agreed on the launch of talks about the Petloochelmcal petrochemical hub after Mahshahrinthe therestwillbe exported.The petrochemical ending June 20 was
extension ofapreferential tradeagreement, and decided C l southwes_t andAsa?o.uyehm the soth, IRNA  complexeswillhelp improve the economy of 2250
toholdIran-Uzbekistan Joint Commissionin thesecond Olnp €X quoted Alireza Moniri Abyanehassaying. the underdeveloped Sistan-Baluchestanand The overall CPI (using

Hormozgan provinces.Moreover, 20 hectares of
landin Shahid Beheshti Portin Chabahar,about
20kilometers from Mokran Petrochemical
Complex, hasbeen considered asthe terminal
totransportproducts, Moniri Abyanehnoted.

Thefirst phase of the complex, including six
units, isexpected tocome onlinenextyear

The complexisbeingbuilton 1,200 hectares
and when the first phase s fully operational,
itwillhave an output capacity of 8.5 million

Anestimated $13.5 billion hasbeeninvested
forthe construction of Mokran (also Makran)
Petrochemical Complex in Chabahar,
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, managing
director of Negin Mokran Petrochemical

halfof2020in Tehran.In a telephone conversationin
May, Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniand his Uzbek
counterpart Shavkat Mirziyoyev discussed ways to
enhancethebilateraltiesand cooperationamid the global
fightagainstthe COVID-19 crisis.

the Iranian year to
March 2017 as the
base year) stood at
227.9 last month,
indicatinga 6.4%rise
compared with the
month before.

SCI putthe average
annual both urban
and rural inflation
for the month under
review at26.4%.
CPIregisteredayear-
on-yearincrease of
27% forurban areas
and 25.9% for rural
areas in the month

NO 541 Solution: NO 540

Iran's Exports to UAE Rise Near 1$bin
Three Months

[ranexportedaround 3.8 million
tonsofcommoditiesworth$967
milliontothe UAE duringthefirst
quarter ofthe currentfiscalyear
(March 20-June 20),according
tothedirectorgeneral of Trade
Promotion OrganizationofIran's

o))
O
N

thelistoflran’s exports to the
Persian GulfArab country during
the three-month period under
review.

Piltan noted thatthe growth in
exportscomesdespiteobstacles
to bilateral trade caused by

Arab-African Affairs Office. unilateral US sanctions and rerrtllding J lﬂi’lﬁ’.l d
“Thefiguresindicatea39%and challenges posed by the new teZ(;V6er73f stlc))o
8% growthintermsoftonnage coronaviruspandemic. ﬁ b ) d or (;121‘323
andvaluerespectivelycompared Accordingto Iran’s Ports and ouseholdsan '
forrural households,

withthecorrespondingperiod of
lastyear;” Farzad Piltanalso told
MehrNewsAgency Watermelon
with $19 million and tomato
with $18.47 million topped

Maritime Organization, the two
countries resumed bilateral
marine trade early June aftera
three-month hiatus dueto the
pandemic.

indicatinga month-
on-month increase
of6.5% and 5.9% for
urbanandruralareas,
respectively.
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Harassment
of Iranian
Plane A
‘Double
Crime’: Syria
Syria’s
Ambassador to
the UN Bashar al-
Ja’afari said the
harassmentofan
Iranian airliner
by US jets was “a
double crime” as
the Americans
both violated the
Syrian sovereignty
and contravened
the Chicago
Convention on
International Civil
Aviationbystaging
the maneuvering.
“This is not the
first time they
threaten Iranian
passengerplanes...
they dropped an
Iranian plane over
the (Persian) Gulf
waterson July 3rd,
1988thatledtothe
martyrdom of 290
passengers,” al-
Ja’afarisaid.
According to the
official ~ Syrian
Arab News Agency
(SANA), Syria’s
Ambassador in
Tehran  Adnan
M ahmoud
also called the
harassment
“a tangible
embodiment of
the US terrorist
method that
targets the lives
of civilians,
including children
and women, in a
flagrantviolation
of international
conventions.”
“The hostile
act can't be
separated from
the US practices
in supporting
terrorism and
looting the
Syrian people’s
resources,” Adnan
saidinastatement.
Thelranianaircraft
had taken off
from the capital
Tehran and was
en route to the
Lebanese capital
Beirut when
us warplanes
conducted
aggressive
maneuvers and
came dangerously
close to the plane
over Syria’s al-
Tanf region on
Thursday night.
The maneuvering

caused injuries
among the
passengers.

=

US cannot tolerate Iran’s
ties with neighbors: advisor

Americans cannottolerate Tehran-Beijing, Tehran-
Moscow, and Tehran-Baghdad relations and also
Iran’srelations with some neighboring countries, said
anadvisorto Iran’s Parliament Speaker.

Speakingina TV program broadcasted from IRIB on
Saturday night, Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special
Adviser for International Affairs Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian said thatIran’s priorityis to boostties
with neighborssuch aslIraqand tousesuch ties solve
challenges posed by the White House’s ‘unilateral,

crazy’ policies.
Pointing to the recentvisitof Iraqi PM Mustafa al-
Kadhimi to Tehran, he said that the trip shows the
depth ofties between the two countries.

Asfaraseconomictiesare concerned,therehasbeen of
amajorincreasein bilateral trade asitis standingat
$14 billion on a yearly basis, while Iran’s trade with
European countries doesnoteven rich $3 billion,
Amir-Abdollahianadded.
He wenton to say that PM al-Kadhimi openly paid
an official visit to Iran while Americans are busy
pressuring all countries, including Iraq, to cut
economicties with Tehran.
The mostimportant message of Iraqi PM’s meeting

with the Leader of the

Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Khamenei

was the message
‘friendship,

brotherhood,
support’.
Heading a high-ranking
delegation, al-Kadhimi paid
atwo-day visitto Tehran last
weekand metwith senior Iranian

officials including the Leader, President

and

Rouhani, and Parliament Speaker Ghalibafamong

US'al-Tanfbase violating Syrian
sovereignty, intl. law

PointingtoharassmentofaMahanairliner

by USwarplanes,an American academic
notes thatthe US’ establishment of the
al-Tanfmilitary base in Syriaisaviolation

ofthe country’s sovereignty as well as

international law.
. d Ji) Toshedmorelightonthe
o issue, wereached out
ISFAHAN to Professor Cavelland
NEW s below, is the full text of
NEWS theinterview: .
Therecentharassingof

an [ranian passenger
planeby USwarplanesbringsto
mind one fundamental question:
[sUSpresencein Syrialegitimate,
since Damascus considers US
forcesasoccupiers?
Inanop-edarticle in the July
24,2020 Los Angeles Times
entitled “Op-Ed: Trump’stroops
in Portland are a constitutional
outrage,” Erwin Chemerinsky,
the dean of the UC Berkeley
Schoolof Law, wrote:
Oneofthemostbasicprinciples
ofoursystemoflawisthatforthe
federal government, including
the president, totakeanaction,
there must be constitutional
and statutory authority. Inlight
ofthis, what canand can’tthe
president do when it comes
tolaw enforcement in cities?
(Chemerinsky, July 24,2020).
And while Trump tramples on
the US Constitutionathome, so,
too, overseasis Trump flouting
internationallaw by continuing
to deploy UStroopsin Syria, a
country thathasneverinvited
theUSinto.
Andthuswe cometotheJuly 23,
2020incident over Lebanese
airspace where either one or
several US F-15 jet fighters
intercepted and harassed an
[ranian passenger plane
according to the pilot and
passengersonthelranianplane
forcingittodescendabruptlyand
injuringthree passengersinthe
process,whomhadtobetakento
hospitaluponlandingin Beirut.
The Mahan Air Flight 1152 (an
AirbusA310airliner) had taken
offfromIran’s capital of Tehran
headedto the Lebanese capital
of Beirut,aregular flight.
At this point, however, the

MPurges FM todiscuss US
expel from PG with regional

states

Amember ofthe [ranian parliamentcalled on Foreign Ministry to
followuptheUSharassmentofanIranianairlinerand negotiate with
regional countries over US expel from Persian Gulf.

Speakinginaninterview with Fars News Agency on Sun., Tehran's
representativein Iranian parliament Seyed Nezamoddin Mousavi
said thattheIslamic RepublicofIranhasrepeatedly stated thatthe
USmilitary presence invarious countries causesinsecurityinthe

region.

Referring to the recent provocation by USwarplanes againstan
Iranianairliner; he said thatdespitethe factthatthe Americanstried
tomake excuses fortheirharassment, itis clearthatthe Americans
are constantly seekingto create tensionand seditionin theregion,
andinthisregard, theydonothesitatetoharassapassengerplane.

Hewentonto say thatthe USactionsare solely for the purpose of

international reader must
understand thatone oftheillegal
US military basesislocatedin
the al-Tanf area of Syria, and
sincelocatingtherein 2016, the
UShasdeclared a “de-conflict
zone” thatstretches 55 milesin
alldirections, thus claimingthis
airspaceasunder the control of
the United States. Inshort, the
USisclaiminga piece of Syria
sovereign territoryasits own,
ablatantand clearviolation of
internationallaw.

US Central Command, one of
seven American world-wide
regional combatantcommands,
is responsible, as per US
hegemonic policy, for policing
the Middle East, Egypt, Central
and parts of South Asia. Onthe
dayaftertheincident, CENTCOM
claimedthatonlyonesingle F-15
hadmadea “visualinspection” of
the Iranian passenger plane “in
accordance withinternational
standards” soas to ensure the
safety of US coalition forces
at the al-Tanf military base.
CENTCOM added thattheF-15
jetfighterflewat“asafedistance
ofapproximately 1,000 meters”
[ie.1,094yards] fromtheIranian
passengerplane.

Whyis USbasically keepingits
forcesinSyria? Canitbe forthe
country’s oil? Orare there any
otherreasons?

The United States first
introduced US troopsinto the
sovereign country of Syria in
September of 2014 under the
pretextthatthey were fighting
the Daesh/ISISterroristforces.

andICAO.

Asiswell-knownnow, theentire
US intervention was staged
and planned beforehand by the
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) with the cooperation
of Saudi, Israeli, and other
intelligence agencies under
an operation called Timber
Sycamore. The program sought
tooustelected Syrian President
Bashar Al Assadandreplace him
withawilling puppetinorder
tobuild an oil pipeline across
SyriafromtheKingdom of Saudi
Arabiato Turkeytotransitlines
supplying Europe. However,
because Syriahadnotdeclared
war on neither the United
Statesnorany other country,
the UShad to create a pretext
for entering Syria with military
force utilizingtheinternational
law emerging norm of
“humanitarian intervention”
whichhasbeen pushed by the
United States for yearsunder
the banner of “Responsibility
To Protect” or “R2P” for short.
As Wing Commander J.E.
Linter notes:Humanitarian
interventionis defined hereas
‘thethreator use offorceacross
StatebordersbyaState (orgroup
of States) aimed atpreventingor
endingwidespread and grave
violations of the fundamental
humanrightsofindividualsother
thanits own citizens, without
the permission of the State
withinwhose territory force is
applied’ (Linter,2006).In other
words, so-called “humanitarian
intervention” represents a
directviolation ofthe principal

incitingseditionandinsecurity,and Iran's Foreign Ministry must
takeafirmstand againstthis Americanaggression.

Mousavinoted thatthe Foreign Ministrymustlegally prosecute
the USharassmentininternational forums, including the UN

Headded thatinaddition, Foreign Ministry should negotiate with
theregional countries over USexpel fromtheregion.

Two USwarplanes putthelives oftens of [ranian and Lebanese
civiliansin dangerafter conductingdangerous maneuveringnear
Beirut-bound Mahan Air’sFlight 1152 on Syria’sair on Thursday
night. Theairliner’s pilotreportedlyreducesflightaltitude toavoid
collidingwith the warplanes whichled to several injuriesamong

passengers.

[ranimmediately reacted to theincident, sayingit will give a firm
responseinpropertime.
“The Islamic RepublicofIranleavesnohostile actionagainstthe
[ranian nation unanswered and will give a firm and appropriate
response to any unwise measure when the timeisripe,” Seyyed
Abbas Mousavi said on Friday, hours after two US warplanes

of state sovereignty which
originated withthe 1648 Treaty
of Westphalia that ended the
Thirty Years’ War. Sovereignty
isanotherword forthe concept
of supreme authority. With
regardsto statesinthemodern
world, asovereign state is said
tohave exclusive authority over
theterritorialboundaries ofthe
stateaswellasall thatexistson,
under,andaboveitsboundaries.
Thus, supplanting the basic
principal of state sovereignty
underminestheentirestructure
of international relations as
ithasexisted for the past372
years. Andwhilesomewillargue
thatthis state-centric system
isantiquatedin today’s world
where pandemics, natural
disasters,and nuclearincidents
donotrespectstateboundaries,
mostofthe worldis notwilling
toacceptobviousimperialist
interventioncreepingintoastate
underthepretextof R2P.
AndUSinterventioninto Syriain
September of 2014 wasjustthis
sortofintervention,ashasbeen
somany of USinterventionsin
itshistory. Thejustifiable fear of
mostinternationallaw scholars
and political scientistsis that
suchaninterventionintoanother
country withouttheir express
permission will only lead to
continuous and prolonged war,
justashashappened in Syria
since2014. Suchimbroglios only
servetoreinforce the doubtor
outrightoppositionofopponents
tothisso-called emergingnorm.
AsEatonwrites:

others.

NEWS

Iran to take all legal action
tocondemn US harassment:

envoy

Iranian Ambassador to Lebanon Mohammad-
Jalal Firouznia stressed thatIran will follow up
theUSharassmentofanIranianairlinerwhichled
tothe emergencylanding of this plane at Beirut
airport.

He made the remarks during his visit to the
injured passenger of Mahan airlinerat Al Rassoul
AlAzam Hospitalin Beirut.

Referring to the recent provocation by US
warplanesagainstan Iranian airliner, Firouznia
said thatthisisaclear example ofthe terroristand
criminal actions thatthe Americansare carrying
outintheregion.

Iran will take all necessary legal action to
condemn USharassment, he added, saying thatit
will pursue the matterinthe United Nations, the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
and therelevantcourts.

Two USwarplanes putthelives oftens of Iranian
and Lebanese civiliansin danger after conducting
dangerous maneuvering near Beirut-bound
Mahan Air’sFlight 1152 on Syria’sair on Thursday
night. Theairliner’s pilotreportedly reduces flight
altitude to avoid colliding with the warplanes
whichledto severalinjuriesamong passengers.
Iranimmediately reacted tothe incident, sayingit
willgive afirmresponsein proper time.

Presidentsays Govt
determined to create balance

tothwart pressures

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid on Sunday
thatthe Governmentis determined to create a
balance in terms of satisfactory supply of the
fundamental needs ofthe people and thwartall
pressuresimposed by the enemiesas well.

The government will keep the forex marketin
balance, President Rouhanisaid atan economic
session with participation of members of the
cabinetin Tehran.

Statebodies should be pioneerinthe fightagainst
moves which maylead toincreasein prices, the
presidentsaid.

Alongwithboostin production, the government
plansto setproper prices for different products,
henoted.

The president stressed the importance
of controlling the prices in order to ease the
pressure caused by the [US] economicwarand the
coronavirus pandemiconthe people.

Under the current difficult circumstances
amounted toarecordinthehistory ofthe country,
the Government has managed economy to be
independentfrom oilincome thanks to domestic
exporters, entrepreneurs and producers, the
presidentstated.

Inthetoday meeting, the Governor of Central Bank
ofIran (CBI) Abdolnasser Hemmati, presented a
reporton forexaswell.

conducted
dangerous maneuvering near

Mahan Air’sFlight1152.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifalso condemned the
‘lawlessness’ of the United Stateswhich ‘endangered’lives of civilians
onboardthelranianairliner.




Revengefor Lt. Gen. Soleimani to change fate of region

First Deputy Speaker of [ranian Parliament Seyyed Amir Hossein Ghazizadeh
Hashemisaid thattherevenge for Lt. Gen. Soleimaniwill change the fate of the
region.Referring to the harassment of US fighterjets for the [ranian airliner,
Ghazizadehnoted thatthe USisafraid of Iran’srevenge for the martyrdom of Lt.
General Soleimani.He furthersaid that Parliament National Security and Foreign
Policy Commissionalongwith Iran’s Armed Forces willadoptnecessary measuresto

giveastrongand decisiveresponsetothe hostileenemy.Two USwarplanes putthelives oftens

20000 Rials

ofIranianand Lebanese civiliansin danger after conducting dangerous maneuveringnear Beirut-bound
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US cannot tolerate ISFAHAN
Iran’s ties with NEWS
neighbors: advisor

Iranrejects US’
Presidentsays untrue remarks on
Govtdetermined Tehran’s position
tocreate balance to in Afghan peace
thwartpressures talks

B Iran’s embassy in Kabul

Tehran Virus in a statement rejected

the untrue and fallacious
Taskforce remarks made by the US's
Recommends specialenvoyforAfghanistan
Teleworkingfor Zalmay Khalilzad on
950 of Workforce o Iran’s position in Afghan

peace talks, stressing Iran
supports peace talks based
on Afghan ownership and
leadership.“Following the

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:41:31 erroneousstatementsofaUS
Noon callto prayer: official regarding the views
13:09:52 and actions of the Islamic
Evening call to prayer: Republicoflran TgheIAfg}.lan
r } ranian
20:24:26 peace process, the Ira

EmbassyinKabulreaffirmed
Iran'ssupportforpeaceand
stability in Afghanistan,
reiterating Iran's firm
position on the need to
establish peace based on
the results of Afghan-led
peacetalks,’accordingtothe
statement.

WEATHER

High:39°c
Low:23 °c

MahanAir'sFlight 1152 onSyria'sairon Thursdaynight. Theairliner’s pilotreportedlyreducesflightaltitude
toavoid collidingwith the warplaneswhichled toseveralinjuriesamong passengers.

Food, Beverages Inflation at %24.2

S. Korea, US to Stage Scaled-Down Summertime

Combined Exercise: Sources

South Korea and the United States have agreed to stage

amajor combined exercise next month in a scaled-back

manner, rather than cancellingit,amid the continued spread

ofthe new coronavirus, sources said Sunday.

Whetherand howto conductannual summertime exercises

between the two countries have been afocus of attention as

theirspringtime drills were postponed indefinitely due to the

coronavirus pandemic.

Thetwosetsofexercises, whichusually take place
inMarchand August, arealsowatched closely by
North Koreaand arerelated to preparations for
Seoultotakebackthewartime operational control
(OPCON) ofitsforcesfromthe US.

"South Koreaand the US shared theneed todo
whatwe are supposed todoand cando (as for
the summertime exercise) after fully taking the
currentcoronavirussituationinto consideration,”
aSeoul governmentsource said, Yonhap news
agencyreported.

[tis practicallyimpossibletostage the exercisein
afull-scale manner;,as Americantroopsnecessary
forthe exercise could notcometo South Koreain
largenumbersdueto COVID-19.

"Ifatroop deploymentfromthe USisnotamust,
wewould nothave to postpone the exercise that
much,"anothersourcesaid.

[twas supposedtotake place forabouttwoweeks
startingaround on Aug. 10. The allies are now
eyeingmid-tolate August,headded.

Amilitary officer said that the authoritieshave
been fully prepared for the upcomingexercise on

the premisethatitwillbe staged normally.

"As it is based on the computer-simulated
command postexercise, notoutdoor drills, we've
been working hard to implement thorough
COVID-19 preventionsteps,"headded.
Theexercise, ifheld, willfocusonaFull Operational
Capability (FOC) testtoverifyifSeoulisoncourse
tomeetthe conditions for the envisioned OPCON
transition.Itwill, atthe sametime, be programmed
tocheckandstrengthentheircombinedreadiness
posture,accordingtothe sources.

The South Koreanauthoritieshave called for the
FOCtesttobeakeyfeature ofthe exercise, asthe
twosidesagreed earlier. Butthe USmilitary has

reportedlymaintained thatitshould be meantto
boosttheirjointpostureasareplacementofthe
springtimetraining.

"South Koreaandthe USareinthefinal stage of
consultationstocomeupwithanoptimalway. The
twosidesfullyunderstand each other'sstanceand
havebeenworkingtofine-tune theirdifferences,"
agovernmentofficial said.

Duringthe summertime exercise heldin August
2019,Seouland Washington conducted aninitial
operational capability (I0C) test,and their defense
ministers decided to move on to the FOC test.
Following the FOCtest, theallieswill carry outa
Full Mission Capability (FMC) test.
TheSeoulgovernmentseekstoretakethe OPCON
under the current Moon Jae-inadministration
whose term will end in May 2022, though the
transitionisnottime-based butconditions-based.
OnTuesday, Defense MinisterJeong Kyeong-doo
toldaparliamentary session thatthe exerciseis
"necessarytoprotectthe national securityandthe
combinedreadinessposture.”
Askedaboutongoingdiscussionsonthecombined
exercise, US Forces Korea (USFK) Public Affairs
Director Col. Lee Peterssaid, "Asamatter of USFK
policy,wedonotcommentonplanned orexecuted
training, butrather view trainingasroutine
and continuously executed by all professional
militaries to maintain trust, proficiency and
readiness.”

Earlier,unificationministernominee Lee In-young
said he personally hopes that South Koreaand
the US postpone the exercise, noting thatsuch
flexibility could serveasanewmessage for North
Korea.

The communistcountry haslonglashed outat
SouthKorea-US combined exercises, callingthem
arehearsalforinvasionofthe North.

Lastmonth, the regime drastically heightened
tensions on the Korean Peninsula by blowing
uptheinter-Koreanliaison office buildinginthe
North'sbordertown ofKaesongand threatening
totakemilitaryactionsagainstthe South.

North Korea then suspended those plansupon
leader KimJong-un'sinstruction, thoughithas
hinted at continued moves to bolster "a war
deterrent”to cope with "the potential military
threat."

Herd immunity rejected as solution to

COVIDI19-pandemic

Academics from top universities discussed the efficacy of

Al-assisted COVID19- diagnosis system they had proposed

months ago, during the 2nd round of MSTF Science
Promotion Meetingheld on July 2020,22.

Asoneofthespeakersofthe 2nd round of
MSTF Science Promotion Meeting, Hossein
Ghanaati, head of Coronavirus think
tankin Tehran province, and professor
of Neurointerventional Radiology at
Tehran University of Medical Sciences,
talked aboutthe advantages of utilizing
Al-Med—a system drawing on Artificial
Intelligence for diagnosis of COVID-19 via
chestCT scan.

Heasserted thatinIran we havenotpassed
the firstwave ofthis disease yet.
“Coronavirusisareal war; awar against
the existence ofhumanbeings,” he said.
Expressing doubts about the efficiency
ofany COVID-19 vaccine produced in
the future, he stated that “COVID-19’s
behavior is different from other viruses.
TheamountoflgGinrecovered patientsis
reduced afterawhile.”

He proposed 3 strategies which can help
to control the currentcrisis worldwide: 1)
prevention; 2) effective managementby
the governments; and 3) tracking.
Maintaining that the second peak is
predicted to be inautumn, Ghanaati said

“aspeople have more indooractivities in
thattime ofthe year, therisk of infection
increases.”

Emphasizing theimportance of wearing
masksby everyone, he asserted that “herd
immunity, which occurs when alarge
portion ofacommunitybecomesimmune
toadiseasebygettinginfected, does not
help to curb COVID-19.”

Hesaid while RT-PCR testisnotaccurate
anditsresultgetsreadyin 2 days, chestCT
scantestdonevia Al-Med is moreaccurate
and theresultgetsimmediately ready.
Asked how this system can help the
detection of the COVID-19 patientsin
crowded areas like airports, Ghanaati
replied: “our new systemaimsto detectthe
infected subjects with the help of X-ray. It
will not substitute the doctor’s diagnosis,
butitwillhelp detectinginfected peoplein
crowded placeslikeairportsimmediately.”
“The advantage of utilizing Al in the
current pandemic is that no data is
missed,” he observed.

Regarding the utilization of AI-Med in
Islamic countries, he said that “so far,
Afghanistanand Iraq have consulted with
usand have used our piecesofadvice.”
Science Promotion Meetings are a series
of meetings held by the Mustafa(pbuh)
Science and Technology Foundation
(MSTF) in order to communicate science
and scientificachievementsto the public.

Israel in Message to
Hezbollah: We Didn’t
Intend to Kill Your
Fighter

Terrified of Hezbollah's retaliation,
[srael sentamessage to the Lebanese
resistance movement saying that it
didn’tintend to kill the movement’s
member Ali Kamel Mohseninrecent
aggression on Damascus.In the
message, which has been sent to

the Lebanese movement through
the United Nations, Israel has told
Hezbollah thatit was unaware that
its fighters were in the area, the
Lebanese Al-Mayadeen channel
reported Saturday night.Hezbollah
has confirmed thatithad received
the messages, buthasnot provided
any comment on the content.The
occupied territories have been
overwhelmed by "fearand alertness”
aboutthe possibility ofaretaliatory
attack by Hezbollah after the

popular organization announced
the martyrdom of Ali Kamel Mohsen,
one ofits members, in Israel’s July
20aggression on Damascus.Israel’s
military has takenanumber of steps
to increase preparedness after
the announcement of Mohsen’s
martyrdom,accordingto Press TV.

In several towns in the north of
occupied territories, roads that pass
through exposed areas will be closed
and alternate routes will be made
available, accordingto Israelimedia.
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