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Iran'sexportsto Russiaup

20% amid coronavirus
A20%increaseinlran’s exports to Russiaoverthe
firstthree months ofthe currentIranian calendar
year (starting 19 March) shows that coronavirus
outbreak hasnotaffected bilateral trade relations,
saidanofficial.

Chairman ofIran-Russiajoint Chamber of Commerce
HadiTizhoosh Tabansaid thatIran’sexportstoRussia
increased over 20% growth despite coronavirus
outbreakanditsimpactoneconomicinteractionsin
theworld.

Iranislookingaftercreatinganetworkin 12 southern
Russian provinces forimprovingtradeties,headded
referringto creatingIran-Eurasianational office.
Referringto Russia's usingIran’s corridor, he said
thatthe corridoris anadvantage for Iran that can
connect Europetorail transitand hasbeen focused
byneighboringstates especially Russia.

Iran’sindustrial towns attract
$2b offoreigninvestmentayear

The official statistics published by Iran’s Ministry of
Industries,Mines,and Trade showsthatthe country’s
industrial towns have attracted 231 instances of
foreigninvestmentsamountingto $2.1billioninthe
pastlranianyearendedin March 20.
Theinvestmentshave created 19,862 directjobsin
theindustrialregionsand towns.
Accordingtothestatistics, the 1,100 industrial units
had 12.64billiondollars ofexportayear.

Inthe frameworkofthe Government's supportplan
forsmalland medium-sized enterprises, 62 export
management companies (EMCs) wererecognized
and 72 exportconsortiums were founded in these
regions.

The statistics also show thatinthe sameyear, 23
agreements havebeen signed with differentcounties
bythesmalland medium-sized companies.

FDIatS2.1bninindustrial
parksbylastyear: Stat.

The official statistics of the Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Traderevealedtheattraction of$2.1billionworth
of Foreign DirectInvestment (FDI) inIran’sindustrial
parksuptotheend oflastyear (March20,2020).
Inthesameperiod,some 231 foreigninvestorsmade
investmentinIran’sindustrial parksandareas,based
onwhich, 19,862 employmentopportunities were
generated through FDIintheseareas.

These statistics show thatthe governmenthas
thrownits weightbehind Small-and Medium-Sized
Enterprises (SMEs) before the termination oflast
year (ended March20,2020).

Accordingly, 1,100 industrial and production units
arebusyactive in country’s industrial parksand
areaswiththeannual exportvalue of$12.640billion
atlarge.

Inthisline,anumber of 62 Export Management
Company (EMC) were identified in country’s
industrial parks with $236 million exportsvalue,in
which, 72 exportconsortiawerealso established with
$352millionworth ofexportsannually.

Another statisticindicates that 23 Memoranda
of Understanding (MOUs) were inked between
Smalland Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) and
various countriesinorderto developand enhance
international cooperation.

Supporting presence of41,631 industrial units to
take partin prestigious domesticand international
exhibitions, dispatching 176 expert managers of
industrial units to Germany for getting familiarity
withmarketofthis European country, findingnew
target markets, establishingalong-term tie with
German firms, etc.are of the othersalientmeasures
takenbythe governmentin thisfield.
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The Most Sold Iranian Datein the
World’s Markets

Iran,asacountry producing qualified dates

inthe world, allocatesamain portion of the

international date markettoitself.

India is the
greatest date-
importing
country in the

NEWS world.
I The total
purchase contribution

of Indiais, by itself, larger
than all date-importing
countries.

Normally, Indiaisthe most
important market for the
saleofdates.

Many merchants all over
the world travel to India
annually to establish
communications with the
sellersand suppliers of this
country.

This question may arisein
yourmind thatwhich dates
aremost-sold? Which dates
arethelndiansinterestedin
purchasing?

TheIndians Favorite Date
The Indians are very
interested in the Kimia
dates, and their tastesare
adjustablewith thisdate.
This date grows solely in
Iran,andits main culturing
region is the Bam city of
Kerman province, which
is one of the southern
provincesofIran.
Numerous merchants
purchasethisdatebyitsown
name, while Mazafatiisthe
mainnameofthisdate.

In the following, we apply
the Kimia name for the
Mazafatidate.
2KindsofKimia

Thisdateis categorized with
respect to its weight and
packages.
Itsmostpopularkindisthe
600 grKimia.
Thisdateisrenderedin 500,
550,600,650,700,and 750
gr packages, and its best
kind forthe Indian marketis
mentionedabove.
InBamcity, the qualityofthe

Kimiadatealsovariesinits
differentareas.

On the other hand, the
mostdesirable kind of this
dateshouldbe saplessand
uniformlyblack.

In Iran, this date is also
cultivated in other areas;
however, it does not
qualitativelyresemble the
date of Bam, and the Indian
purchasersdonotusually
welcomethem.

These regions include

Bushehr, Sistan and
Baluchestan, and
Hormozgan.

The Purchase ofthe Kimia
Date
Themostsuitablebuyprice
is one of the concerns of
merchants.

Profiteersand thoseactive
in this market may sell
unqualified dateswithhigh
prices to customers. This
issue makesthe customers
nothaveagood experience
from the purchase of the
Kimiadate.

Credible companies
with formal brands and
experiencesindateselling
often possess allocated
refrigeratingrooms, and
customers can visitthem
before purchasing.
You'dbetter purchase from
the companies that have
allthe necessarylicenses
and standards for date
exportation and can, on
the otherhand,implement
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international standardsas
well.
Packagingaccordingtothe
material ofthe Kimiadate
One ofthe mostsignificant
points for the sale of the
Kimiadateisits packaging
type.

InIndia, the packages of this
dateareusuallyrecognized
by the white color.

Ifthis dateisnotofferedin
thiskind of packaging, its
salemay facedifficulty since
thispackagingkindis well
known forthe Indians.

On the other hand, the
standard designing
principles should be
considered so that it can
have the best kind of
packaging, and the mere
proper colormaynotsuffice.
The Supplier of the Kimia
Date

Iranisthe mainsupplier of
theKimiadate.

Active countries in Iran
can prepare this date for
customers.

The suppliers can usually
offer this date in large
tonnages, and customers
often ordera container for
the beginning. Their next
orders come after they
confirmthe qualityandare
satisfied with the product.
In Emirates, as the capital
of the world’s date, the
Iranian Kimia date is
abundantly transacted,and
many merchants and the

representatives of different
countriestravel to Dubaito
buythisdate.
Introducinga Companyin
theField ofthe KimiaDate
Withitsyearsof practicein
sellingand exporting the
Kimia date, the Kimia Gold
Company can supply the
best kind of this date for
exportation.

One of the most crucial
characteristics ofasupplier
company is its ability to
provide dates in large
tonnagesforvarioustargets.
Kimia Gold canrender this
date for exportationinall
seasonsoftheyear.
Likewise, the Kimia
Company has the entire
European standards and
necessarylicenses.

On the other hand, the
packaging type completely
fits the up-to-date and
standard designing
principles,aswell.
Furthermore,youcanuseLC
foryourtrades.
Thiscompanyhasbranches
in Iran, France, and
Emirates,and you cancarry
outyour date-purchasing
negotiations in any of
these countries you feel
comfortable.

The main refrigerating
room of the Kimia Gold is
also located in Bam, and
purchasers can visit this
sitebefore they embarkon
purchasing.

Iran’s steel ingot production vol. up %¢.5 in

twomonths

Statistics of the Ministry of
Industry, Mine and Trade
showed thatproductionvolume
of steel ingotregistereda 7.5
percentgrowthin the firsttwo
monthsofthe currentyear (from
March 21toMay 20).
Steelingot production volume
of the country showed a 7.5
percent hike in the first two
months of current year as
compared to the last year’s
corresponding period.

In this period, production
volume of aluminum ingot,
alumina powder and cement

recorded a 43.4, 7.2 and 6
percentgrowth respectively.

Statistics showed that2,195,006
tons of steel ingot was produced
inthe countryin the firstmonth
ofthe currentyear (from March
21to April 20), registeringa
seven percent hike.About
2,348,008 tons of steelingot was
producedinsecond month ofthe
currentyear (from April 20 to
May 21).Total steel productions
volume in the firstmonth of the
currentyear (from March 21
to April 20) hit 1,547,005 tons,
showinga31.1percentincrease.

‘Jﬂ%w

Sunday ,July 26 , 2020, No. 555

%Jjg;u

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Iranexportsto
Russiaup20% amid
COVID-19

Chairman of Iran-
Russia joint Chamber of
Commerce Hadi Tizhoosh
Taban said 20% increase
inlran’s exportsto Russia
overthefirstthreemonths
of the current Iranian
calendar year (started
March20,2020) showsthat
coronavirus outbreakhas
notaffectedbilateraltrade
relations.

Taban said despite
coronavirusoutbreakand
its impact on economic
interactionsintheworld,
Iran’s exports to Russia
experienced over 20%
growth.

Elaborating on creating
[ran-Eurasianationaloffice,
hesaidweareaftercreating
anetworkin 12 southern
Russian provinces for
improvingtradeties.

He referred to Russia's
using Iran’s corridor,
saying Iran’s corridor is
anadvantage for Iranthat
can connect Europetorail
transitad hasbeenfocused
by neighboring states
especially Russia.
Accordingly, Russia will
be connected to south of
Iran, Eastern Asian states
and south of Persian Gulf
throughrailtransitand will
bringaboutmoreincome,
Tizhoosh Tabannoted.
Government Rolls
OutSecurity
Deposit Loansfor
Home Renters

The government has
unveiledits coronavirusaid
packageforhomerenters.
According to Governor of
the Central Bank of Iran
Abdolnasser Hemmati,
atotal of 200 trillionrials
($915million) outofthe
750 trillion-rial ($3.43
billion) coronavirusbailout
will be allocated to low-
incomerentersassecurity
depositassistanceatthe
lendingrate of 13%.
“About600,000households
have been found eligible
for the security deposit
assistance loan,” says
Minister of Roads and
Urban  Development
Mohammad Eslami was
quoted assayingby Mehr
NewsAgency.
Theinterest-only security
depositloans worth 500
million rials ($2,288) in
Tehran, 300 million rials
($1,372) in large cities
withapopulationoverone
million, namely Mashhad,
I[sfahan, Karaj, Shiraz,
Tabriz, Qom, Ahvaz and
Kermanshah, and 150
millionrials ($686)inother
[raniancitieswillbe paidin
thename ofthetenantsbut
the sumwill be putatthe
landlord’sdisposal.
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USbehaves
like Mafia
bands,
bandits: Al-
Nujaba

The spokesman
of al-Nujaba
Islamic Resistance
condemned  the
harassment of the
Iranian passenger
airplane, flying from
Tehran to Beirut,
by the American
fighters, describing
itasthe behavior of
bandits and Mafia
groups.
Condemning the
harassment of the
Iranian passenger
airplane by
American fighters,
the spokesman of
al-Nujaba Islamic
Resistance Engineer
Nasral-Shimmariin
atweetwrote, “Each
day, the world comes
to know more and
more aboutthe fact
the USactsbased the
logic of Mafia groups
and bandits and not
accordingtothelogic
of government and
law."

“It can be said that
the  harassment
of the Iranian
aeroplanerevealed
the ugliness of the
US face more than
before; an image
known to some
and ignored by
others due to their
inferiority complex
orself-interests,” al-
Shimmariadded.

On Thursday night,
Us warplanes
operating illegally
in Syria conducted
aggressive
maneuvers
dangerously close to
anlIranian Mahan Air
flightover Syria’s al-
Tanfregion.

Mahan Air’s Flight
1152 had taken off
from Tehran and
was enroute to the
Lebanese capital,
Beirut, when the
incidenthappened.
Iranian  Foreign
Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif
condemned  the
‘lawlessness’ of the
United States which
‘endangered’lives of
civiliansonboard the
Iranianairliner.
Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson also
reacted totherecent
provocation by US
warplanes against
an Iranian airliner,
noting that Iran will
giveafirmresponse
inpropertime.

=

USreprovesitselfas threatto

regional security,

Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Adviser for International
Affairs Hossein Amir-Abdollahian believes thatUS harassment
oflranianairlinerin Syriahasreproved Americaasathreatto
regional securityand peace.AshewroteonanInstagrampost, "US
warplanes’harassmentofan Iranianpassengerplaneinthe Syrian
skyhasproved thatthe presence ofoccupying foreignersinthe
regionisaseriousthreattointernational peaceandsecurity."He
addedthatconsideringthatlran's 'hardrevenge'inretaliation for
theassassination ofthe IRGCLt. Gen. Qassem Soleimanihasnot
beentaken fromthe US, Americans mustawaitthe consequences

The Iranian nation has proved to be

powerful enough to deal with the pressures

of sanctions and the consequences of the

coronavirus pandemic, President Hassan

Rouhanisaid, reminding the enemies that

Iranians will never be brought to their

knees.

Addressing
a Saturday
session of the
Coronavirus
Fight National
Headquarters,
Rouhanisaid the
greatlranian nation has
proved thatithasenough
power and capability to
deal with the pressures
by withstanding the
heightened sanctions
over the past two
years and a couple of
month and tackling the

NEWs

coronavirus disease
during the past five
months.

“This great nation has
proved very well thatit
will never be brought to
its knees in the face of
the enemies’ pressures
and excessive demands,”
he underlined, saying
the Iranian people can
address every problem
with determination,
cooperationandrapport.
Healsodescribed Iran’s
resistance to the US

oftheirrecentprovocativemeasures.
"Zionists cannotsitinshadow, do provocative actsand say they
havenotinterfered," hesaid.On]July 23, Two US warplanes put
thelivesoftensofIranianand Lebanese civiliansin danger after
conductingdangerous maneuveringnear Beirut-bound Mahan
Air’sFlight1152 onSyria'sairspace.Theairliner’s pilotreportedly
reducesflightaltitudetoavoid collidingwith the warplanes which
haveledtoseveralinjuriesamongpassengers.The harassment
didn’tstoptheplaneanditcontinued the pathtowards Beirutand
landedsafelyinthe Lebanese capital. The IRIBNews described the
USaircraftmaneuveringasa “provocativeand dangerous”action
thatforced the Iranian passenger plane’s pilotto precipitously
lowerthealtitude which hasled to someinjuriesamongseveral
passengers.Harassingapassengerplaneisaclearviolation ofthe

Iran Strong Enough to Withstand
Sanctions, COVIDI19-: President

government’s bullying
policies asareflection of
the “culture of Ashura”,
stressing thatIranians
will commemorate
the anniversary of
martyrdom of Imam
Hussein (AS), the
third Shiite Imam, in
compliance with the
health protocols.

The mourning events
in commemoration of
Imam Hussein (AS)
mustbeheld across the
country magnificently
and in strict conformity
with the health protocols
to contain the spread of
COVID-19, the president
underlined.

This year, the mourners
must wear face masks,

social

observe the
distancingregulations,
andrefrain from forming
crowds, Rouhaniadded.

The mourning
ceremoniesinthelunar
month of Muharram
(to start on August
21) must be held with
detailed planninginIran,
in such a way that they
would not provide any
pretextfor the enemies
and that the rituals
would become amodel
for other countries and
Shiite Muslims who hold
mourning ceremonies
in commemoration of
Imam Hussein (AS), the
presidentsaid.

Inremarks on Thursday,
Rouhani said a surge

inalienablerightsand principlesof
internationallaw.The conductof
fighterjetsinrelation to Flight
1152 ofIran’s Mahan Airlines
and harassing a passenger
aircraftinthe territory of a
third countryisaclearviolation
ofaviation security, violation of
the principle of freedom of flight
of civilian aircraftand in violation
of Article 3 and 44 treaties of the

International Civil Aviation Convention, (Chicago
Convention),relatedannexesand 1971 Montreal Convention, as
wellasaviolation ofinalienable principles ofinternational law.

in the number of
coronavirus cases in
Iran has been aresultof
insufficient attention
to the health protocols,
not the resumption of
economic and social
activities.

The surge in the
COVID-19 cases was
a result of failure to
observe the health
regulations fully and
strictly, he said, adding
that the assumption
thatthe virus has gotten
weaker and the move
to hold gatherings
and parties, such as
wedding ceremonies
and mourning events,
resultedinariseinthe
infection cases.

Iranian airliner by two US warplanes

apassenger plane means nothing more

Iranshould give a
crushingresponse

to US terroristact:
MP

A member of Iranian Parliament’s
Presiding Board said that the
Parliament should give a decisive
response to therecentUS terroristact
inharassingIran Air’'sMahaninitsflight
over Syrian sky.

Seyyed Nasser Mousavi Larganiinan
interview with FNA on Sat. said that
theIranian Parliamentwill notremain
silentinthe face ofthe USterroristact.
He pointed to the harassment of an

and added, “certainly, the criminal
act of the United States will not go
unanswered and the Islamic Republic
of Iran will give a decisive response to
the heinous move taken by the USwhich
isagainstthelawandin clearviolation
ofinternationallaw.”

The Iranian nation considers the US
government a criminal. Americans
have always had a temperament of
domination and aggressionand do not
give up their malicious behavior, he
highlighted.

He pointed to astatementofthe Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution, saying that
the eraofhitand runhasended and
emphasized, “Cowardly harassment of

than state terrorism, and the United
States must wait for aresponse to this
barbaricact.”

On Thursday night, US warplanes
operatingillegally in Syria conducted
aggressive maneuvers dangerously
closetoan Iranian Mahan Air flight over
Syria’sal-Tanfregion.

Mahan Air’s Flight 1152 had taken
off from Tehran and was en route to
the Lebanese capital, Beirut when the
incidenthappened.

Lebanon’s Health Minister Hamad
Hassan also denounced the US move,
callingit “ablatantattack” and saying
thatitwould be only normal to file a

complaintwith international courts.

UN spoxunderlinesrespecting
safety of civilian air travel

Duringanoon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the
Secretary-General, on Friday, the officialunderscored thesignificance

ofrespectingthe safety of civilianairtravel.

Being questioned aboutthe incident thattook place over Syrian
airspace,whereanew USmilitary aircraft came too close to Mahan
Airlines,anIranian civilaircraft,and created panicinside the plane, he
said: "So,wehave,we have nospecificinformation onthatincident, so
I,andIchecked withmy colleaguesin MontrealatICAO [International
Civil Aviation Organization]. They have nothing. They have not

received anythingasofyet."

"Asamatter of, of principle, the safety of civilian air travel should be
respected byall, butagain, Thave, that'sjustaprincipled position. I
don’thaveany,atthis point, we don'thaveany specificinformation on

thisincident,"headded.

Mahan Airsaid on Friday that 12 passengersand crew of the flight

underwent the medical procedure in Beiruthospital due to
injuries they suffered in the quickmovement of the plane to
escapetheapproachingUSmilitaryjets.

[ranimmediately reacted totheincident, sayingitwill giveafirm

responseinpropertime.

“The Islamic Republicof Iranleaves nohostileaction againstthe | ‘
Iranian nation unanswered and will give a firmand appropriate £\
response to any unwise measure when the timeisripe,” Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Seyyed Abbas Mousavisaid on Friday. ‘
Mousaviwenton tostrongly condemn the ‘adventurous’ measure

the CENTCOM terroristorganizationand describeditasaviolationof |
international aviationrulesand againstregional peace and security.
CENTCOM's claiming that warplanes were carrying outroutine
airmissions near the al-Tanfmilitary base and have made a visual
inspectionatasafe distanceis ‘absurd’, said the spokesperson,
describing suchmeasure asaresultofnumerous violation of laws.
“Thepresence of UStroopsin Syriaisillegal,and sois the mission of
itsfighterjets. Moreimportantly,noonehasallowed the UStoinspect
civilianairlinerswithitsfighterjets. Thisisillegaland dangerous,and

NEWS

Tehran, Moscow confer on
regional, Afghanistan affairs

Inameeting between the special envoy of the
Russian President for Afghanistan affairs Zamir
Kabulovand Iran'sambassador to Russia Kazem
Jalali the two sides discussed regional and
Afghanistan affairs.

The two officials hold talks on the ongoingissues
in Afghanistan and the vitality of cooperation
between Iran and Russia onresolving the named
country's problems.

Theyalsovoiced readiness on the continuation of
mutual negotiation ontheissue.

Both Iran and Russiaare trying to find a solution
tointernal tensions in Afghanistan, however,
there have been some baseless claimsabouttheir
measures stances.

OnJuly 5, Kabulovrejected the US CIA accusing
Russia of "colluding" with the Taliban, stressing
that the US has a hand in drug trafficking in
Afghanistan.

Russiahad earliervoiced readiness to send troops
to Afghanistan to fight terrorism if the Afghan
authoritiesask forit.

Iran has also announced readiness to help the
Afghanistan government with advancing the
process of peace talksin the country.

The Islamic Republic hasrepeatedly announced
supportforthe peace processin Afghanistanled by
the Afghan government, hoping thatintra-Afghan
talks would soon begin with the participation ofall
political groups.

Syria calls US harassment of

Iran airliner as 'criminal act'

In reaction to the recent provocation by US
warplanes againstan Iranian airliner, Syria's
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
describeditasacriminalact.
Basharal-Jafarireacted to UShostileactonIran's
airline, said thatthe act of the United States on
harassmentofan Iranianairlinerin Syrianairspace
isa'criminalact'.

The United States violated not only Syrian airspace
butalso the Convention on International Civil
Aviation by this criminal act,headded.

Syria's Permanent Representative to the United
Nationsalso stated thatthe US military presence
in Syriaisillegal.

Hewentonto say that Syriaconsidersthe presence
of American forces onits soil asaclearviolation of
internationallaw.

On Thursday night, US warplanes operating
illegally in Syria conducted aggressive maneuvers
dangerously close to an Iranian Mahan Air flight
over Syria’sal-Tanfregion.

Mahan Air’s Flight 1152 had taken off from Tehran
and was enroute to the Lebanese capital, Beirut,
whentheincidenthappened.

Lebanon’s Health Minister Hamad Hassan also
denounced the USmove, callingit“ablatantattack”
and saying thatitwould be only normal to file a
complaintwith international courts.

endangers
thelivesofciviliansespecially given

the factthatdespite claims, nosafe distance wasbeingobserved.”
The Islamic Republic of Iran will pursue this US action through
internationalbodiessuchasICAOand willnotletAmericaundermine
theinternationallawswithitsbullyingbehavior; he said.




Followinghealth protocols keytodefeating COVID-19
Secretary-General of the Lebanese Hezbollah Resistance Movement Seyyed
Hassan Nasrallah highlighted the necessity of observinghealth protocols.
Inamessage on Friday night, accompanied by a video that shows Nasrallah
wearingaface mask, he said thatpeople can only defeat the virusifthey follow
healthguidelines. “Ifweadhere to some habitsand take health guidelines seriously,
wewill certainly gainvictory”However, he continued, ifpeople neglectsuch protocols,a
bigger disasterwillhappenacrossdifferentlevels.Accordingto thelatestfigures, 3,407 people

20000 Rials

havebeen confirmed with COVID-19in Lebanon with the death toll standingat46.Accordingto thelatest
figures on Saturday morning (+4:30 GMT), 15,943,547 people have so far been infected with the novel
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coronavirusglobally, withthe deathsstandingat642,751 andrecoveriesamountingto 9,726,064
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USreproves hsinﬂlng
itselfas threatto
. ° news
regional security,
peace US fails toisolate
5 ] Iran: ex-envoy
The MostSold f
o Former representative o
.Iranlan Dat? Iranto the United Nations
inthe World’s said that Iran-China's
Markets cooperationisstrategic,and
o the UShas failed to isolate
' Iran.Referringtothevarious
Iran § exp ortsto dimensionsofIran-China25-
Russia up %20 Year Cooperation Roadmap,
amid coronavirus Gholam Ali Khoshroo called

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

the cooperation a turning
o point in the relations
between the two countries,
as well as comprehensive
developmentintheirrelation.

04:40:34 Hedescribed theIran-China
Noon call to prayer : 25-Year Cooperation Plan
13:09:53 as a roadmap for the two

Evening call to prayer:

20:25:10

WEATHER

High:39°c
Low:23 °c

countries to use each
other's existing capacities
to strengthenand develop
bilateral and regional
cooperation.China is the
world's second largest
economy because of its
economic position over
the past 20 years, and if
itcontinuesto doso, it will
become the world'slargest
economy,headded.

Iran Strong Enough to Withstand
Sanctions, COVIDI19-: President

US presencein Syria againstintl. law: Author

An American authorreminds the world that the United

States hasnorighttokeepitsforcesin Syria.

“The presence of US troopsin Syriaisa
violation ofinternational law,” E Michael
Jones, the currenteditor of Culture Wars
magazine, told Mehr News Agency on
Saturday.

In their last provocative act, two US
warplanes harassed an Iranian airliner
bound to Beirut over the Syrian sky on
Thursday night. US forces claim thattheir
aircrafthaskeptasafe distanceand was
inroutine missionand approached the
airliner to make avisualinspection. The
Mahan airliner’s pilot receives TCAS
alertand abruptly reduces altitude to
avoid collision and this leads to several
injuriesamong 163 passengersand crew
onboard.

Meanwhile, Tehran has strongly
condemned the US action, callingon the
international community to stand against
USviolations oflaw. Iran says the plane
had obtained all the necessarylicenses
and was flyingina commercial route and
thatwarplanes have norighttoinspect
thecivilian planesin thisroutealso given
that Syriaisresponsible for protectingits
airspace.

To shed morelighton theroots ofthese
tensions, wereached outto MichaelJones.
Hereisthe full textoftheinterview:
Therecentincidentbrings to mind one
fundamental question: Is US presence
in Syria legitimate? Since Damascus
considers USforcesasoccupiers.

No, the presence of US troopsin Syriais
inviolation ofinternational law. When
President Trump tried to remove them,
hewas over-ruled by America's military-
industrial complexand the Israel Lobby:.
Why is US basically keepingits forces in
Syria? Canitbe for the country's 0il? Or
thereareany otherreasons?

The US has stationed troops in Syria

to break up the Shi'a crescent which
stretches from Iran to Gaza and the West
Bankand allows the shipmentofarmsto
the Palestiniansliving there. Thiswas the
samereason for the attemptto depose
President Assad. The movementofarms
to groupslike Hezbollah in Lebanon has
shifted the balance of powerinthe Middle
East,and the presence ofthose missiles
isthe mainreason Israel and America
backed down in the aftermath of the
murder of General Suleimani.

Iran hastimes and again shown thatit
enjoys the willtorespond toitsenemies’
hostile measures. How do you assess
Tehran's probableresponse?

I suspectthatlIran will do nothing out
of fear of provoking a war before the
presidential electionin November. Iranis
now busy consolidatingits eastern flank
by formingan alliance with China.

Some observers believe that the US
administrationisseekingtoinvoke awar
with Iran priorto Presidential electionsin
Novembersoasto use this card towinthe
election. What's your take on this?
Theoligarchs are determined to remove
Trump from the office. Americaisinthe
middle ofa Soros-funded colorrevolution
tobringthatabout. Warin the Middle East
willnotsave Trump from the anger ofthe
oligarchs.

Doyouthinkthere willeverbeanend to
theviolations ofinternational law by the
us?

Yes, when the American people wrest
control of their country from the
oligarchs, Big Tech, the Israel Lobby,and
theJews' proxy warriors.

Governments Losing Supportfor Their
Handling of COVID19-: Survey

figuresshow.

"Despite relatively low incidence rates
compared to earlierin the pandemicin
most countries (with the exception of the
US), peoplesignificantly overestimate the

Governments are fastlosing support for their handling of

the coronavirus outbreak from a publicthat widely believes

deathand infection figurestobe higher than statistics show,

asurvey of six countriesrevealed on Saturday.

Supportforthe federal governmentofthe
United States, the country with the most
reported infectionsand deaths, dropped
by four percentage points from mid-June,
with 44 per centofrespondents declaring
themselves dissatisfied, said areportby
the Kekst CNC communications consulting
group.

In Britain, justoverathird of respondents
approved of their government's actions,
a three-point decline in one month,
according to the report, based on an
opinion poll conducted over five daysin
mid-July.

Italsoincluded France, Sweden, Japanand
Germany.

"Inmost countries this month, support for
national governmentsis falling," thereport
said, AFPreported.

The notable exception was France, where
approval rose by six percentage points,
yielding a dissatisfactionrate of41 per
cent.

France, which has the world's seventh-
highest COVID-19 toll, hasallbutemerged
fromlockdown but has seen infections
increaseinrecent days, prompting the
governmentto order face masksin all
enclosed publicspaces.

In Sweden, which tooka controversial soft
approachtolockdownandhasahighertoll
thanits neighbors, the prime minister's
approvalratinghas shrunk from apositive
seven per centto aneutral zero, the poll
found.

People who participated in the survey
-1,000 per country polled - generally
believed the coronavirus to be more
widespread, and more deadly, than official

spread and fatality rate of the disease,"
KekstCNCsaid.

In Swedenand Britain, the publicbelieved
thatsixor seven per centof people have
died from the coronavirus, about 100
timesthereportedrate.

In the United States, respondents
estimated that almost a tenth of the
population had died of the virus, more
than 200 times thereal toll, while Germans
thoughttheir tally was 300 times higher
thanwhathasbeenreported.

Such views, said the report, "will be
impacting consumer behavior and
wider attitudes - businessleadersand
governments willneed to be conscious of
thisasthey movetorestarteconomiesand
transitioninto living with coronavirus for
themediumtolongerterm."
Thepollalsorevealed thatfearofasecond
outbreak wave is growing, and thatan
ever larger number of peoplebelieve the
impacts willlastfor morethanayear.
People "are becomingresigned toliving
with coronavirus for the forseeable future,
andlookingtoleaders andbusiness to
pavethe way forward," the reportsaid.
They are also increasingly likely to
prioritize limiting the spread of the virus
evenifthe economy suffers.

"In the US, 54 per cent want the
governmentto prioritize limiting the
spread of the virus over protecting the
economy," itsaid.

The poll found that mask-wearing was
generally popular, except in Sweden,
where only about 15 per centof people
sportaface-coveringin public.
Eveninthe United States, where mask-
wearing has become a politically
polarizing issue, 63 per cent of
respondents said they werein favor.
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