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$20bnin trade exchange

Chairman ofIran-IraqJoint Chamber of Commerce said
thatthetwo countriesoflranandIraqareseekingtoattain
$20billionworth ofbilateral trade exchanges.

Wednesday ,July 22 , 2020, No. 552

SpeakingtoIRNA on Tuesday, Yahya Al-e Es’hagh pointed
tothevisitoflraqi Prime Minister Mustafaal-Kadhimito
Irantodayand said, “the visit of [raqi prime minister to
[ranwill playavery constructive and importantrolein
developingand strengtheningtradetiesbetweenthetwo
neighboringcountries.”Duringthelraqiprime minister’s
visittoIran, planningtoreach the horizon of$20 billion
bilateraltradebetweenIranand Iraqwillalsobediscussed,
headded.He further noted that economicissues will
includeamajorpartofthe Iraqi prime minister’s visitto
thelslamicRepublicofIran.Iraq’sdebttolranonimporting
electricityand energy willbe the otherimportantissues
thatwillbediscussed between Iranianand Iraqgiofficials,
hesaid,adding, “agreementshave alreadybeenmade on
therepaymentoflraq'sabout$3billion debttotheIslamic
RepublicofIran, whichisgradually beingimplemented,
and duringthistrip,its paymentsystem willbe examined
clearly”

Elsewherein hisremarks, Al-e Es’hagh pointed to the
spread COVID-19,and added, “given the outbreak of
the COVID-19 and also the creation of restrictions for
observinghealthissuesinsouthernlranianborders, this
visitcanhaveadirectimpactinacceleration ofreopening
bordersaswellasimprovingbilateraltrade.”"Heputlran’s
value of products exported to neighboringIranlastyear
(ended March 20,2020) atabout $9 billion.Some five
milliontons of products, valued at $1.450 billion, were
exported fromIrantolraqinthefirstthree monthsofthe
currentyear (fromMarch21toJune 20)

Iran, Afghanistantostrengthen

medical coop.

Iran University of Medical Sciences and Khatam al-
Nabieen University of AfghanistansignedaMemorandum
of Understanding (MoU) on medical cooperation.
The MoU, which was signed by the chancellors
ofboth universities, is aimed at enhancing scientific,
educational, and researchrelations between the two
universities.Holding training courses, joint projects,
scientific, educational, informational and research
exchanges, aswell asbilateral meetings ofacademics
and takingadvantage of special potentials in medical
and paramedic fields are among the mostimportant
spheres of cooperation between the two universities.
Previously,itwas announced that AfghanistanandIran
would furtherincreaseacademicexchangesinthefield of
medicalsciences, after the Chancellor of Qom University
of Medical Sciences Mohammad Reza Qadir and the
Chancellor ofKhatam Al-Nabieen University Vahid Binesh
in Qomsignedamemorandum ofunderstanding (MoU)
anddiscussed thewaysto expandscientificand academic
cooperation during the meeting. Accordingtoavailable
statistics,40,000 Afghan university studentsarestudying
inIranian universities at differentlevels of education,
especiallyintechnical engineeringfields.

Iran’steaexportsnear $500,000

inthreemonths

Iranexported morethan 575 tons ofteaworth $493,785
duringthe three months ofthe current fiscal year that
started on March 20, a senior official said.Spokesman
forthe Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
Seyyed Rouhollah Latifiadded that the Iranian tea was
offeredin 12 international markets during the three-
month period.Iraqwith 183 tons worth $237,500 and
Kazakhstanwith 112 tonsworth $126,009 were the two
topdestinationsofIran’steaexports duringthe March 20-
June 20 period, hesaid, adding that Afghanistan (69 tons),
Germany (37 tons), India (35 tons), Tajikistan (29 tons),
Russia (12tons), Uzbekistan (10tons) and turkey (6 tons)
weretheotherbuyersoflraniantea.

Square, Isfahan, Iran

website: esfahan-news.com

Tel:031-32274500
PublicRelations: 031-32274754

SMS:30007232

Iran President Urges Boostto Non-Qil

Exports

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani stressed the

needtoboosttheexportofnon-oilproductsasa

strategytostrengthentheeconomy,sayingtrade

ties with the neighboring countriesisamain

priority ofhisadministration.
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In remarks
at a Monday
meeting, held
address

export
problems,
President
Rouhanistressed theneed

to pave the way forarise
in the exportoflranian
commodities to the
neighboring states and
torepatriate the foreign
currency fromthe exports
tothe country’s economy:.
Strengthening the non-
oil exports to supply
the currency demands
is one of the basic
economic policies, the
presidentnoted, adding,
“In this approach, the
neighboring countries
are the first priority for
economicrelations, and
the administration’s
policy is to further
enhance relations,
particularly the economic
and trade interaction,

and engineeringservices
and the establishment
ofjointindustrial cities
would help broaden ties
with the neighboring
states, President Rouhani
added.

Highlighting Iran’s
simultaneous battle with
the “cruel sanctions”
and the economic
consequences of the
coronavirus pandemic,
the president stated,
“Over the past months,
theborder exchangesand
the exportsandimports
with the neighbors faced
problems due to the
outbreak of coronavirus,

with the neighbors
have resumed with the
gradual removal of the
coronavirus-related
problems and the
reopening of border in
compliance with the
health protocols, and
we should seize such
opportunity.”

The president further
reaffirmed the
government’s strong
support for the local
exporters, whom he said
areatthe forefrontofthe
economicwaragainstthe
enemies, [FPreported.
President Rouhani
also warned of the

poses to the country’s
economy, stressing that
diversification of export
items and building trust
inthe Iranian products
would boost exports and
economy.

Statistics show that
Iran’s economic growth
without reliance on oil
incomeshasbeen positive
in the previous Iranian
year, the president said,
concluding, “Positive
economic growth in
spite of sanctions and
unprecedented economic
pressures is a major
development, and we
must do our utmost to
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withtheneighbors.”

The export of technical

but, fortunately, the
border exchanges a

threat that export of
single

make it continue in the

commodity currentyear”

Iraqi TBI banknot
cooperate torelease

Iranian resources;
official

“Trade Bank of Iraq (TBI) does not
cooperate with us to use Iranresources
in Iraq to buy basic commodities,” a
spokesman of the Iranian Oil, Gas and
Petrochemical Products Exporters'
Union told.Speaking to ILNA news agency
correspondent Seyyed Hamid Hosseini
pointed to therecentagreementbetween
Iranand Iraqand said “Iran was supposed
touseitsresourcesinlraqtobuynon-
sanctioned and basic commodities but
despite thisagreement, Trade BankofIraq

(TBI)isnotcooperatingand no money
hasbeenreleased.”Referring to the Iraqi
Prime Minister's visitto Tehran, headded
“We hope that thisissue will be resolved
during Mustafa Al-Kadhimi's visit."Asked
aboutthe outcome ofthe Iranian foreign
minister's recent visit to Iraq, Hamid
Hosseini confirmed that the details of
Zarif's talks with the [raqi prime minister
havenotyetbeenreleased, butthe trip
hasbeen more diplomatic.“We must be
ableto encourage Baghdad to increase
thelevel of cooperation and demand the
implementation of previous agreements,
headded.Iran's Ambassador to Iraq Iraj
Masjedi wroteina tweetlate on Monday
that Tehran is ready to welcome Iraqi
premierand theaccompanying delegation.
Therelations between the two countries

areexpandinginall fields,and the borders
ofthe two countries are the borders of
friendship and mutual cooperation, he
said.lraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhimiis scheduled to arrive in Tehran
atthe head of a high-ranking politico-
economic delegation today for talks with
the Iranian officials.Immediately after the
official welcoming ceremony for the Iraqi
prime minister, the official delegations of
thetwo countries will begin bilateral talks.
The Iraqi prime minister will also have a
private meeting with the Iranian president.
Afterthe private meeting ofthe Iraqi Prime
Minister with President Hassan Rouhani,
thejointtalks ofthe high-level delegations
of the two countries will be held in the
presence of First Vice President Es'haq
Jahangiriand Mustafa Al-Kadhimi.
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[ranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar
Zanganeh said his ministry will
signnine contractswithdomestic
companies in the oil industry
in the near future."Soon, nine
contractsforthemaintenanceand
enhancementofoil production
(EPC/EPD) will be signed with
Iranian companies and the Oil
Research and Technology Fund
willbeactivated,” Zanganeh said
on Monday on the sidelines ofa
ceremony to sign a contract for
completing the development of
South Azadegan Oilfield

He said the production capacity

____News |
Oil Ministry toink 9 contracts with
domesticfirms: Zanganeh

of petrochemical products and
the Persian Gulf Star refinery
willincrease as well.According
to the minister, 25 million tons
will be added to the country’s
petrochemical  production
capacity this year, adding this
would be marked as the largest
outputgrowthin the history of
[ran’s petrochemicalindustry.

He also said the second
petrochemicalleap ofthe country
willreach fruitionalmostby 2021
and the sector’s output would
cross 100 million tons per year
fromcurrently 66 mt/y.
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What's News

Iran exports
over lmn tons
of steelin Q1
Domestic
steelmakers
exported
1,041,000 tons of
steelingots (billet,
bloom and slab)
to target markets
in the first three
months of the
current Iranian
calendar year
(fromMarch 21 to
June 20).
According to
the Iranian
Steel Producers
Association
(ISPA), 1,425,000
tons of steelingots
were exported
in the country
in three months
of the previous
Iranian calendar
year (from March
21 to June 20,
2019).

Steel production
volumeinthefirst
quarter of the
current year hit
7,135,000 tons,
showing a three
percent growth
as compared to
the last year’s
corresponding
period.

Based on ISPA
statistics,
although the
production
volume of steel
ingots (billetand
bloom) inthefirst
three months of
the currentyear
decreased, the
total production
of intermediate
steel in the
country
registered athree
percentgrowthas
compared to the
same period of
lastyear.

Some 837,000
tons of billets
and blooms were
exported from
the countryinthe
first quarter of
the currentyear,
accounting for 80
percent export
share of total
steelingots, ISPA
added.
Statistical tables
indicate that
the total export
volume of steel
productions in
the country hit
388,000 tons,
showing a 49
percent decline
as compared to
the last year’s
corresponding
period.



embassy.

Onthefirstday ofthisjointtechnical cooperation,adelegation
ofIranian expertsand a group of French laboratory experts
succeededinrecoveringthe FDR (flightdatarecording) section
intheblackboxesofthisplane,itadded.

On Friday, the black boxes of the Ukrainian Boeing 737

Representatives of the Civil
Aviation Organization ofIran,
alongwith arepresentative
ofthe Tehran Military Court
attend the operation.

The Tehran-Kyiv flight was

Iran-French experts coop. to
recover Ukrainianplane''FDR'

Iranian technical experts along with French laboratory
experts succeeded in recovering the FDR (Flight Data
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creatinga
club of' states
hitbyUS
sanctions
Iranian Ambassador
to the Russian
Federation Kazem
Jalali called for
settingup aclub of
countries which
havebeenhitbythe
USsanctions.
Speaking in an
interview  with
“Kommersant”
newspaperonTue.,
Jalali proposedthe
creation ofaclub of
countriesthathave
been hit by the US
sanctions.
Countries, that
are at the target
of pressure from
sanctionsimposed
by Washington, can
consolidate their
efforts to counter
US policy, he
emphasized, noting
thatmajor powers
suchasRussia,Iran,
and China canwork
togetherto counter
us sanctions
policies.

Itis time to create
aclub of countries
affected by US
sanctions, he said,
adding, “amongthe
members of this
club, big powers
suchasRussia,China
and Iranwill attend
this club which
have developed
economies.”

He went on to say
thatthese powers
must help each
other repel the
negative effects
of US measures
taken againstthese
countries.

“We have great
opportunitiesand
we just have to
show political will
and try to use this
potential properly.
Iran has something
to offer to China
and Russia. We are
alarge countrywith
alargeandrelatively
young population,
sowehaveabundant
mineral resources
and advanced
technologies. Ifwe
work together, we
will overcome US
pressure,” Jalali
underscored.
Healsosaid thatthe
Islamic Republic of
Iranisinterestedin
buyingnew Russian
weapons and “we
will talk with the
Russiansideinthis
respect.”

Recording) section ofthe Ukrainian plane'sblackboxesina
jointcooperation.

Iran’s embassyin Parisannounced in a statementthatthe
preliminary analysis ofthe recovered data of the Ukrainian
plane’blackboxesbeginstodayinthe BEAlaboratoryin France.
Yesterday, ateam of Civil Aviation Organization of the Islamic
Republic of Iran began to decode the black boxes of the
Ukrainian planeinajointeffortwith the Frenchside, noted the

laboratories of France.

passenger plane were transported to Paris by the Iranian
Civil Aviation Organization to be decoded in the specialized

According to the rules of the International Aviation
Organization, related countries, including the United States of
Americaasthemanufacturer; Ukraine asthe owner ofthisplane
aswellasCanada, Sweden,and Afghanistan whose citizensdied
inthisincident,areinvited toattend this operation.

Iran-Iraqeconomic ties on right track:

Rouhani

unintentionally shotdown by
anairdefenseunitshortlyafter
takingofffrom TehranonJanuary
8 killingall 176 passengersand crew
membersonboard. Amongthevictims

ofthe PS752 flight, many were Iranian-Canadians,

butthere werealsovictims from Sweden, the United Kingdom,
Afghanistan,and Ukraine.

Inajoint press conference with Iraqi PM

Al-Kadhimiin Tehran, Iranian President

Rouhani expressed content about the

improvement of economic ties between
Tehranand Baghdad.

R ouhani
informed that |
he has discussed
regional health
issues under
the outbreak of

NEWS

_m Covid-19 with Al-

Kadhimi.

"lassure the Iraqination
thatIran will stand beside

them by supplying the

required health products

and medicine in the fight

againstthe coronavirus,”
theIranian Presidentsaid.

The Iranian President

addedthatlran-Iraqtrade
tiesare planned to hit 20
billion per annum in the
future.

Healsopaidtributetoboth
countries' commanders,
Lt.Gen.Soleimaniand Abu
Mahdial-Muhandis, who

Baghdad, inJanuary 2020.
Rouhani also reiterated
Iran'sreadiness to ensure
security and stability in
Iraq.

Alkadhimi, for his turn,
named expansion of
mutual tieswith Iranasthe
main purpose of his visit
to Tehran. He said Tehran-
Baghdad tiesare historic.
Rouhani welcomed
Al-Kadhimi at Tehran's
Islamic Summit

Tuesday.

The meeting was held at
the presence of Iranian
Minister of Health and
Medical Education Saeed
Namaki, Iranian Defense
Minister Brigadier
General Amir Hatami,
Iranian oil minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh,
Iranian Minister of Roads
and Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami,
Caretaker of Iranian

Mine and Trade Hossein
Modarres Khiabani,
and The Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Abdolnaser Hemmati.

Heading a high-ranking
delegation, Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa Al-
Kadhimi arrived in the
Iranian capital Tehran
on Tuesdaynoon to hold
talks with senior Iranian
officials, including the
Leader of the Islamic

was martyred by the direct

orderofthe USPresidentin

Conference Hall on

Ministry of Industry,

Revolution.

Iran seekingto
extend 20-year
agreement with
Russia

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said thatIranis planning
toextend the 20-year agreement with
Russia.Upon hisarrival to Moscow, Zarif
referred to his second trip to the country
and noted, “Following the talks between
Rouhaniand Putin, negotiations were

scheduled to take place in Moscow."
“The relations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Russian
Federation are strategic, and in
the current situation where major
developments are taking place at the
international level, itis essential that
we hold regular talks with Russian and
Chinese governments,” headded.
Zariffurthernoted thatboth sides will
confer onbilateral tiesand the issue
regardingtheregionand the JCPOA.

He went on to say that the Islamic
Republic is planning to extend the

20-year agreement with Russia and
have anotherlong term accord with
the countryifthe Russian government
voicesreadiness.

Iran-IraqTies to
GrowinAll Fields:
Envoy

Iran’s Ambassador to Baghdad Iraj
Masjedisaid the Islamic Republicand
neighboring Iraq have plansto boost
relationsinall arenas.

Inapostonhis Twitter account, Masjedi

said Tehranis fully prepared to welcome
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafaal-Kadhimi
and his delegation on Tuesday.

The envoy also noted that the two
Muslim neighbors are going to broaden
tiesinall fields.

“The borders of the two countries
are borders of friendship and mutual
cooperation,” Masjedinoted.

Prime Minister of I[raq will pay a visit

to Iran with a ranking political and
economicdelegation on Tuesday before
travellingto the US.

In his two-day visit, Kadhimi is
scheduled to hold meetings with Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani, First Vice President
EshaqJahangiri,and Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf.

NEWS

Govtspox: Iran hosting Iraqi PM
in context of friendly policy with
neighbors

Spokesman for the [ranian Government Ali Ali Rabiei
saysIran pursues the policy of promoting cooperation
withneighboring countries as partofabasicstrategyin
itsforeign policy.Tehranisafter deepeningrelations with
Baghdad, Rabieisaid athis pressbriefingon Tuesday while
speakingaboutthe today visit of the [raqi Prime Minister
Mustafaal-KadhimitoIran.The spokesmanexpressed hope
thatal-Kadhimi's talks with top Iranian officials would be
constructiveand effective.Healsohoped that the visitwould
lead to form a framework for the future cooperation.Al-
Kadhimiarrivedin Tehranon Tuesday.

Aliens have cometo West Asiato sell

arms: Iranian embassy

[ranian embassy in Kuwaitreferred to USinterventionsin
West Asia on Tuesday, saying the Aliens have come to the
regiontosellarms.The Iranianembassy made the remarks
inatweetinresponseto USambassadorin Kuwaitwho said
[ranisplayinganunconstructiveregional role.No countryis
more sympathetictothe security and stability of thisregion
thanits own countries, the [ranian embassy said.Itadded
thatthose who have cometo the region from thousands of
kilometersaway are seekingmoney outofarmssales.Those
whokilled popularanti-terrorism commandersoftheregion
areplayingtheirwicked role which willnever be forgotten
bytheregional people, the Iranian embassy said. In May 8,
2018, Washingtonwithdrew froma2015landmarknuclear
dealwithIran, violatingUNSCR 2231, one of the founders of
whichwasthe USitself, theembassysaid,addingthatitmeans
unilateralism and wicked roleinthe world.

Iran-Chinacoop.document,athreat
to US: ex-envoy

Former Iranian Ambassador to the People’s Republic of
Chinasaid thatsigninga 25-year cooperation document
between Iranand Chinaisathreatto the United States.
Speakinginaninterviewwith Mehr News Agency on Tue.,
Javad Mansouri said that the proximity of [ran and China
witheachotherastwoindependentstatesisclearlyathreat
tothe UShegemony.Regarding Tehran-Beijing talks for
concludinga comprehensive cooperation document, he
said, “the two governments of Iran and China, given their
historicalbackground and commonalities, are consideredas
twoinfluentialgovernmentsin Eastand West Asia. Naturally,
therearemanyareasforbilateral cooperation.’[ranand China
havemany fieldsforcooperationattheinternationallevel,he
said,addingthatties between the two countries witnessed
significantgrowth especiallyafter the gloriousvictory of the
IslamicRevolutionin 1979 so thatthe Islamic Republichas
maximumrelationswith Chinainvariousfieldsatthepresent
time.Since Chinahashad agrowingtrend ineconomicand
technological termsandalso playsamore effectiverolein
theinternational arena, most countriesinthe world are
planning to expand theirrelations with Beijing, Mansouri
stressed.“Theissue oflong-term cooperation between the
two countriesisnotconfined toIran only. Different countries
intheworld forecastthat Chinawill playamuchbiggerrole
inthe future thantoday,and therefore, they feel theneed to
achieveaframeworkforestablishinglong-term cooperation
withthis countryand planforit.”

Financial channel fortransfer
ofint' humanitarian aid to Iran

tobelaunched: Official

Head ofIranian Red Crescent Society Karim Hemmati on Monday
announcedlaunchofafinancial channelfortransferofinternational

humanitarianaid toIran.

Hemmantmade the remarkinameetingwith theIRNA Managing
Director Mohammad RezaNorouzpour on Monday.

During the meeting, he said thatafter meetings with influential
Europeanambassadorsin Tehran,itwasagreed thatthere should
beasecure financial channel for the Red Crescent that can benefit
fromthefinancialbenefitsthe others providetothe Red Crescent.
Afterthe Red Crescent corresponded with the President ofthe
International Committee ofthe Red Cross,he had correspondence
withthe US Treasuryand Diplomacy Division,and fortunately, with
thefollow-up ofthe Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of

Iranand the efforts of the Red Cross, the USfinally surrendered

and a few days ago, correspondence was made by the US
Treasury Department, accordingtowhich an opportunity will
emergeinthediscussion ofthetransfer ofhumanitarianaid to
thelranian Red CrescentSociety, Hemmatisaid.

He further noted thataccording to these correspondences, if
assistanceis provided to the Iranian Red Crescent Society by
individualsorlegalentities, provided thatone ofthe parties should
notbe American, the US Treasury Departmentwill not objectto

sendingit.

Aspartofthisdecision,inthe pastfew days, sections oftheaid that
hadbeenreservedforthe Red Crescentand couldnotbetransferred
tolranforseveralyearsentered the country,he said.
"Weshould trytouse this channel properly for theissues of medicine,
food, and other facilities that the Red Crescent needs, and with
the consultations thatare taking place, we can solve some of the
country'sproblemsinthisway."

Thehead ofthe Red CrescentSociety of the Islamic RepublicofIran

did
not mention the exact

amountofaidtobereceivedintheformofforeignexchange
funds, butexperts predict that significantamounts of foreign
exchangewillenterthe countryinthenearfuture.
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Envoy: Iran Interested in Buying Russia’s New

Weapons

Iranian Ambassadorto Russia Kazem Jalali expressed Tehran’sinterest

inbuyingnewweaponsfrom Russia.

Iranisinterested inbuying new Russian weaponstoenhanceitsdefense
capacities, Jalalisaid in an interview with Russia’s Kommersantdaily on

Monday, TASSreported."Indeed, itis so," he said answering the question if

20000 Rials

Tehranwasinterested in Russia’snewweapons."Wewillhold consultations with Russiaon

whatweneedtoenhance ourdefense capacities. The Russiangovernmentand the Russian people

ednesday ,July 22, 2020,
No. 552

envoy stressed.
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Security and Foreign Policy
B Commissionsaid on Monday
thatsome 1,044 centrifuges

are enriching uranium at
coop?ratﬁ torelease Ahmadi-Rowshan Nuclear
Iranianr esources; Sitein Fordow.He said that
official o Members of Parliament
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Rowshan and Shahid Ali
Mohammadinuclear sites
on Monday to examine
latest developmentsin the
country'snuclearactivities.
At Shahid Ali Mohammadi
sitein Fordow, some 1,044
centrifugesin six cascades
offirst-generation uranium
centrifuges enrich uranium
by4.5 percent, hesaid.

have alwaysbeenby oursideintimes oftrouble. Russiais our priority partnerinthissense," the

Iran President Urges Boostto Non-Qil
Exports

New COVIDI19-Vaccine Induces Immune
Response

An experimental vaccine against the new coronavirus

produced animmune responsein early-stage clinical trials,

datashowed on Monday, preservinghopesitcould beinuse

by the end of the year.

Initial human trial results for a promising
COVID-19vaccine have beenbeen publishedin
thejournal The Lancet. Thevaccine, developed
atOxford University, hasso farbeen found tobe
safeandinduce the twokeyimmuneresponses
neededtoprotectagainstcoronavirusinfection.
The Oxford COVID-19 vaccine, recently
renamed from ChAdOx1nCoV-19toAZD1222,
was developed incredibly rapidly, with Phase
1/2 humantrials startingin April. The newly
published preliminary datareportsthe results
ofablind,randomized controlled trialtestingthe
safety and immunogenicity ofthe experimental
vaccinein 1000 subjects.

The cohortblindly received either AZD1222 or
ameningococcal vaccine as control. The initial
phases ofhumantestinginavaccine trial are
designedtoinvestigate how safethenewvaccine
isand whetherittriggersbiomarkersassociated
withaneffectiveimmuneresponse.
Thedatasuggeststhe vaccine causesnoserious
adverse effects, although more than half of
subjectsdid display mild tomoderate side effects,
includinginjectionsite pain, feverand fatigue. All
theseadverseeffectsresolved within48hours of
treatment.

Looking at immune responses, the vaccine
generatedrobustantibodyand T-cellresponsesin
allsubjectswithneutralizingantibodies detected
in91 percentofsubjects onemonthafterasingle
dose ofthe vaccine. A small cohortreceivinga
booster dose one month after the initial dose
showed evenstrongerantibodyresponses.
T-cellresponses were seen to peakaround two
weeks afterasingle dose ofthe vaccine. Atthe
two-monthfollow-upthose T-celllevelswereseen
toslightly decline.Itisunclearatthis stage what
kind oflong-term immunity the vaccine could
confer,however, these twoimmune biomarkers
inducedbythevaccinearesimilartowhatisseen
inrecovered COVID-19patients.

"The immune system has two ways of finding
and attacking pathogens -antibodyand T cell
responses,” explains Andrew Pollard,lead author
onthenew study. “This vaccineisintended to
induce both, so it can attack the virus when
it'scirculatingin the body, as well as attacking
infected cells. We hope this means the immune
system will remember the virus, so that our
vaccine will protect people for an extended
period.”

Researchersnotaffiliated withthe Oxford vaccine
areexpressingcautious optimismafterreviewing
thisnew data. Although these results present
exactlywhatonewouldhopetoseeatthisstage
inthe developmentofasuccessful vaccineitis
importanttonoteitistooearlytoknowwhether
thisleadsto protection frominfectioninthereal
world.

“The preliminary findingslook very promising
withresponses to the vaccine similar to what
is seen post natural infection,” says Beate
Kampmann, fromthe London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine. “Whether thisiswhat’s
needed to protect against infection and/or
disease cannotbe established with these early-
phasedatasets.”

Oxford hasjoined forces with pharmaceutical
company AstraZenecato expand testingandlay
the groundwork for mass manufacturing ofthe
vaccine. Anumber oflarge-scale Phase 3 trials
arealready underway with tens of thousands
of people enrolled across the UK, US, Brazil
and South Africa. Over the nextfew monthsit's
hoped theselargerwill deliverinsightsinto how
protective thevaccineactually isinreal-world
conditions.

Phase 3vaccinetrials generally take quitealong
time. Thisisbecauseresearchers mustrecruit
acohortofsubjectsdeemed tobeatahighrisk
of contractingwhatever disease istargeted by
thevaccine, and then follow those subjects for
monthsastheyinhabitthereal world. Aftera
period oftime theresearcherscanthen compare
theamountofinfectionsbetweenthevaccineand
placebo groupsto determine what real-world
efficacy the vaccine hasin protectingaperson
frominfection.

Iran to attract millions of Chinese tourists

:eX~envoy

Iran's ex-ambassador to Bejing said thataccording to the
-25years comprehensive document, Iran willbecome one

of China's tourist destinations so that millions of Chinese

tourists would be attracted to the country annually.

Speakinginthe TV program, Mahdi Safarisaid
thatthe 25-year Comprehensive Cooperation
Document between Iran and China is a
comprehensive oneinvariousfieldsincluding
energy,industry and mining, power stations,
tourism, health, environment, security,
military,defense,and politicalissues.
Pointing to the fact that some 200 million
Chinese tourists visit different countries
annually, hesaid “accordingto thisagreement
Iranwillbecome one of the Chinese tourist
destinationssothatIrancanattractonetotwo
million Chinesetouriststothe country”

“This tourist attraction will create a
transformationinIran’stourismindustryas
wellascreatingjobsandalarge marketforthe

handicraftsindustry ofthe country” headded.
Elsewhereheadded that“Oneofthe clausesof
thisdocumentisthatIrancommitstosell oilto
Chinafor 25yearsand instead chinavowsto
buylran’soilduringthistime.”

The former diplomatcontinued toexplainthat
thisagreementwould help Iranto guarantee
alargeamountofitsoilmarket,andinreturn,
the Chinese side willbe assured of its energy
sector!”

Inreactiontorumorsonsellingoil to china
bellowthe price,hesaid thatthe Oil Industry of
thelslamicRepublicoflran, hasitsspecial rules
and contractsandtheprice of oilwouldbeatthe
marketprice.

“ China supplies 80% of the world's raw
materials for medicine production “ he
also said, adding that we must seize this
opportunity tomeetthe country’sneedinthis
field.
Chinaisalsomakingthemostmodernmedical
equipment so that [ran can obtain these
productsatareasonable price,henoted.

headded.

Envoy: UK Visa
Application Centre
in'Tehran to start

work next Sunday
UK Ambassador to Iran Rob
MacaireinanInstagram poston
Tuesday said thatthe UK Visa
Application Centre in Tehran will
bere-opened next Sunday:.

He said thereisnoneed for any
intermediary for receiving visa
and all information will be given
online

I know despite COVID19
challenges, many Iranianstend to
visitthe UK, Macaire said adding
many people called me or left
messagesonthetimere-opening
the center,he noted.

He added that the UK visa

issuance procedureis clearand
fair.

"You have to presentnecessary
documentsand thereisnoneed
forintermediary"”, he noted.
From 26 July UK Visas and
Immigration is beginning a
phased resumption of services
and our Visa Application Centre
in Tehran will be open from the
samedate.

"Customers who were unable to
attend an earlier appointment
will be contacted by VFS Global
toarrangeanewappointment
time," VFS Global website earlier
reported.

"We will be doing thisin order
of original appointment dates,
starting with customers who
had appointmentsin March, so
please waitforusto contactyou,”

"Customers completing their
Visa Application Form on GOV.UK
from Sunday 26 July willbe able
tobookanappointmentas part
ofthis process.Please watch this
page for furtherupdates.”

"Your safety is our priority, so
customers visiting our Visa
Application Centres may be
asked to observe physical
distancing, undergo temperature
checksorberequired to wear
facemasks, subject to local
authority guidelines. Please
note; customers must have an
appointment to visit the Visa
Application Centre, and we
advise customers to confirm
their chosen centre remains
open on the day of their
appointment.”
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