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Iran's Steel Output Rises to

12.5mTons

Iraniansteelmakersproduced 12.5 milliontons of semi-
finished and finished steel products during the first
quarterofthe currentfiscal year (March 20-June 20) to
registera2.21%year-on-yearincrease.
AccordingtotheIranian Steel Producers Association’s
latestreport, semi-finished steel made up 7.14 million
tonsofthetotal output, up 3% YOY.

Billetand bloom made up 4.12 million tons of semi-
finished production while slab outputhit3.02 million
tonstoregistera3%declineanda12%riserespectively
YOY.

Asforfinished steel, the outputincreased by 1% YOY to
reach5.33 milliontons.

Flatsteel productshad thelion’s share offinished steel
productionwith 2.67 million tons,down 1% YOY. Hot-
rolled coilmade up 2.3 million tons of the production
inthis category,showinga 1% rise compared with the
similar period oflastyear, followed by cold-rolled coil
with655,000tonsthatalsoregistereda1%rise YOYand
coated coilwith 322,000 tons (down 25% YOY).
Longsteel productshada2.66 million-tonshareinthe
outputoffinished steel products, postinga 4% growth
YOY.Rebarhadamajor sharewith 2.17 milliontons (up
5%YO0Y), followed bybeamswith 297,000 tons (down
1%YO0Y) and L-beam, T-beam and other types with
193,000tons (down 5% YOY).

Petropars tocomplete Azadegan
Oilfield development

ThePetroleum Engineeringand Development Company
(PEDEC) hassignedacontractwith Petropars Group for
completingthe developmentof South Azadeganjoint
oilfield.

The contractto complete the development of South
Azadegan field was signed with theaim ofincreasingthe
daily production capacity ofthefield to 320,000 barrels
ofcrudeoilin 30 monthsand withinthe contractamount
worth$961 millionandIRR 1,183 billion.
TourajDehghani, PEDEC CEO,and Hamid RezaMasoudj,
the CEO of Petropars, signed the documentin Tehran on
Monday, Shanareported.

The document was signed in a ceremony held in
the presence of [ranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan
Zangeneh.

The projectentailsdrilling 35 wells, installation of 50
downhole ESP pumps, completion of 8 multi-ways,
completion of two intermediate separation plants,
construction of 328 km of flow pipelines, 45 km of
communication pipelinesand 65km ofgasand crude oil
transmission pipelines from the CTEP tothe WestKarun
Pumping Houseand NGL3200.

The partiesalsosigneda $300 million contract for the
constructionofa CTEP (withadaily processing capacity
0f320,000 barrels); thelargestoiland gas processing
unitinthe country,whichisscheduled tobebuiltwithin
30months.

[tisworthmentioningthatthe WestKarun Exploitation
and Desalination Unitand the Skid Mounted Processing
Unitarethe currentcapacities for Azadegan oil refining.
The CTEPisbeingbuilttoadd tothefield’s processing
capacity.

Thus, the total value of the contracts signed today
between PEDEC and Petroparsis $1,261 millionand
IRR 1,183 billion.

The contracts will complete developmentofthejoint
fieldwith206wellsand 320,000 barrels/dayof crude oil
aswellas 200 million cubicfeetofgasperday.

The development of the South Azadeganjoint field,
whichislocatedinthe WestKarunregion, nearthelraqi
borderandabout80 km west of Ahvaz, beganin 2014
when the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) signed
adealwitha Chinese company. However after foot-
draggingand failure ofthe Chinese firmto complete the
project,NIOCexpelled the company.
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Int'l Airlines Gradually Resuming Iran

Flights

After four months of closure due to Covid19-

curbs, both Iranian and foreign airlines are

resumingflightstoand fromdestinationsinIran.

Emirateslanded
its Boeing-777
at Tehran's
Imam Khomeini
International
AirportonJuly17. |-
A Covid-19 PCR | == 2
testisneeded forboarding i

theflight, saidan officialwith | =
IKIA, addingthatpassengers |-

NEWS

are required to provide a

= == .

-

|

certificate confirming that
theyhave tested negative for
Covid-19fromnolaterthan96
hoursbeforetheirflight.
What's more, Qatar Airways
hasincreased the number of
its weekly flights to Tehran
from17to21asofFriday.
Qatar Airwaysalsoresumed
passenger flightsto Mashhad
on Saturday morning.
Accordingtolocal officials,
theairlineissettooperatefour
weekly flightsto Mashhad in
northeastIran.Theairlinealso
reopened passenger flights
toIsfahanand Shiraz earlier
onFriday.

AsofJune 17, Qatar Airways
operates 25 weeKkly flights to
fourmajorcitiesinIran.
QatarAirways Cargooperated
several flightstobringmedical
suppliestoalmosteveryparts
ofIraninthe pastfourmonths
tosupportIraniansintheir
fightagainstcoronavirus.
Officials at the Iranians
Association of Airlines
recently told ISNA that
Turkish Air is also set to
gradually resume Iran
flights. The airline, however,
announced thatithasnoplan
toresume Tehran flights at
leastuntilJuly 31. Theairline
accounts foraconsiderable
portionofinternational flights
to/fromIran.

In February, it suspended
flightstoIranduetorestrictive
measuresagainstthe spread
of Covid-19.

Mashhad International
Airporthosted Afghanistan's

Solution: NO 535

Kam Airjetslastweek. The
airlineisscheduledtooperate
directlyfrom Kabul, Heratand
Kandahar to Mashhad. The
airportmonitorspassengers'
health, mainly through
temperature checks and
physical distancingmeasures.
And Air Arabia resumed
Sharjah-Shiraz-Sharjah
flightsearlierthismonth. The
airline currently operatestwo
weekly flights.

Hefty Losses Over Covid-19
The Covid-19 pandemichas
hadasevereimpactonlIran’s
aviation sector due to the
resultingtravel restrictions,
especiallyaslumpindemand
amongtravelers during the
peaktravel seasoninIran,i.e.
Norouz, the Persian New Year
holidays (March 20-April 3).
Officialfiguressayairlinesare
facingacash flow crisisafter
theindustry was grounded
and travel demand dropped
by 90% during Norouz, so
much so that some of them
claimed they couldn’t pay
theirstaff.
Thenumberofairpassengers
reduced by 76% and flights
by 90% during Norouz,
accordingtodatareleased by
[ran Airports Company.
Theimpactofthe coronavirus
has resulted in Iran's 16
airlineslosingup to 30,000
billion rials ($118 million)
fromFeb.20to April 8,asthe
Association ofIranian Airlines
estimated.
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regard.

Tradeactivity willberesumed
in Chazabe border
Thursday after a five-month
period thattrade was halted

coronavirus.

The Governor of Dashte
Azadeghan Hamid Sielavi
made theannouncementon
Monday, saying thatthe Iraqi
central governmentagreed
toreopenthe Chazabetrade
border after continuous
follow-
with Iraqi officials in this

billion rials ($95 million) in
coronavirus bailoutloans for
airlines and other aviation
sectorsopenedatthe Ministry
of Cooperatives, Labor and
Social Welfare’sKara.mcls.gov.
irinJune.

The 750-trillion-rial ($2.97
billion) rescue package that
the government approved
following the outbreak
of coronavirus in March
included 80,000 billionrials
($352million) inloansforthe
transportationsector.
Accordingtothe Central Bank
ofIran Governor Abdolnasser
Hemmati, thelendingrate for
the governmentaid package
will be 12% to be repaid
withintwoyears.
Commentingontheinterest
rate, Hemmati said it is
reasonable, given the high
inflationrateinthe country.
“Evenifbanksset18%interest
on loans, the real interest
rate would still be negative
when comparedtotheannual
inflation. Anyratebelow 12%
would apparently impose
further financial strain on
banks, hesaid.

Hemmati has said only
businesses thatdid notlay
off workers during the
coronavirus crisis would
be eligible for theloans. He
instructed banks to process
the loans soon and cutred
tape.
Mostairlinesintheworldare
facingbankruptcy,according
to CAPA—atrusted source

ofmarketintelligence forthe
aviationand travelindustry.
British Airways CEO Alex
Cruzsaystoday’s coronavirus
crisisismoreseriousthanany
previousaviation crisis.

As the impact of the
coronavirus and multiple
governmenttravelreactions
sweep through the world,
many airlines have probably
already been driven into
technical bankruptcy, orare
atleastsubstantiallyinbreach
ofdebtcovenants.
Cashreserves are running
down quickly, as fleets are
grounded and what flights
thereare operate muchless
thanhalffull.

Forward bookings
are far outweighed by
cancellationsand each time
thereisanew government
recommendation it is to
discourage flying. Demand
isdryingupinwaysthatare
completely unprecedented.
Normality isnotyeton the
horizon, Aviation24reported.
IAC'sQ1AirportTrafficReport
[ran Airports Company
registered atotal 0f44,918
takeoffsandlandings during
thefirstquarterofthe current
Iranianyear (March 20-June
20) toregistera51%decline
compared with the similar
period oflastyear.

More than 4.04 million
passengersweretransported
during the three months
under review, indicating a
64%year-on-year decline.

on

the outbreak of the

up and consultation

Trade activity toresume in Chazabe
border

He added thatafterholding
some meetings between the
provincial and Iraqi officials
and resolving problems
and bilateral commitments,
including the observance of
health protocols due to the
coronavirus, the two sides
agreed toreopen the Chazabe
bordersince Thursday:.

All health guidelines and
protocols will be observed
strictlyatChazabeborder for
doing trade exchanges, he
emphasized.
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What's News
"Tran-China to
have long term
coop. in oil
sector'

Iranian oil
minister on
Monday informed
that under the
framework of
the 25-year

comprehensive
cooperationroad
map, Iranand China
will collaborate on
theoil sectorinthe
long-run.

As Bijan Namdar
Zanganeh  told
reportersthatlran
is ready to sign a
similar cooperation
road map with all
countries.
Referring to the
rumors going
around the said
Iran-China 25-
year road map,
Zanganehsaid after
beingfinalized, the
road map must
be ratified by the
Iranian Parliament.
In a meeting on
June 21, Iran's
cabinetofministers
approved the final
draftofthe 25-year
comprehensive
cooperation plan
between Iran and
China.

OnJuly 5, came the
announcement of
theIranian FM Zarif
about Iran-China
negotiations over
a25-yearso-called
'accord’, which as
he putinto words
is "clear and the
two countries have
nothing to hide
aboutit."
However,
baseless claims
were made by
some specific
foreign-based
mediaagainstthe
document. Iranian
officials have
strongly rejected
the rumors,
asserting that the
plan for strategic
cooperation
between Iran and
China would be
designed on equal
footing, on the
basis of common
views, and with

some

the purpose
of supporting
multilateralism.

Officials say that
the roadmap is
'unacceptable’
and 'unbelievable'
for the United
States asit makes
Iran capable of
resisting the US
sanctions.
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Black
boxesof
Ukrainian
plane
arrivein
Paris:

Canada

Canadian
Foreign Minister
Francois-Philippe
Champagne
confirmed on
Sunday that the
blackboxesof Flight
752,the Ukrainian
passenger plane
thatwasmistakenly
downed near
Tehranin]Jan., had
arrivedin Paris.

In a tweet
on Sunday,
Champagne wrote
thattheblackboxes
are expected tobe
broughtto France’s
airaccidentagency,
BEA, on Monday
for analysis,
Champagne
said, adding
that Canadian
transportation
officials would be
present.
OnSaturday, Iran’s
deputy foreign
minister said the
boxes had been
sentto France for
analysis.

The Tehran-
Kyiv flight was
unintentionally
shot down by an
air defense unit
shortly after taking
offfrom Tehran on
January 8, killing
all 176 passengers
and crewmembers
on board. Among
the victims of the
PS752 flight, many
were Iranian-
Canadians, but
there were also
victims from
Sweden, the
United Kingdom,
Afghanistan, and
Ukraine.
Theincidentcame
as Iranian air
defenses were at
thehighestlevel of
alertfollowingthe
country’s missile
attacksagainstUS
basesinlIrag,which
cameinretaliation
for Washington’s
assassination of
senior  Iranian
commander
Lieutenant General
Qasem Soleimani.
Tehranhasagreed
to compensate
the families ofthe
foreign victims of
thedownedplane.

Barzani Underlines Martyr
Soleimani’s Rolein Defeatof Daesh

Senior Kurdish political leader Masoud Barzani stressed the
“unforgettablerole” played by Iranian top commander Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimaniinthe defeatof Daeshterrorists.

Inameetingwith Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifin
Erbilon Sunday, Barzani, the former Presidentofthe Kurdistan Region
from2005to2017andtheleader ofthe Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP), pointed tostrongbondsbetweenthelranianandIraginations,
and highlighted the unforgettablerole played by Lt. General Qassem

Soleimaniinthe defeatofDaeshterrorists.

Lt. General Soleimani, the former commander of the Quds Force of

[ran’sIslamicRevolution Guards Corps,wasassassinatedinaUSdrone
strikenear Baghdad International Airportin January.
Barzanialsogave Irananassurancethatthelragi Kurdistanregionwill
neverbe usedtothreatenthelslamicRepublic’sinterests.

“The Kurdistanregion will neverturnintoa place to threaten the
interestsand security ofthe IslamicRepublicofIran,’ Barzanisaidin
the Sunday meeting.Inaninterview with Sky News Arabicin 2014,
when Daesh overranthe Kurdish-populated northernIraqitown of
Sinjar, then presidentofIraqi Kurdish Regional Government (KRG)
Masoud Barzani said Iran was the first country to provide Iraq’s
embattled Kurdishregionwithweaponstofightofftheterroristgroup.
“Wehave totell the truth. On our firstnight, when we were attacked
byISIL (Daesh),Iransentustwoairplanesfullof weapons. Thiswasa
greathelp forthatmoment,” Barzanisaid atthattime.

U.S has no right to intervene in Iran’s commercial

relations with Venezuela; Expert

“Iran founds herselfin a more and more

difficult situation because of mostly USA

illegal sanctions and the very heavyimpacts

ofthe coronavirus pandemic,” a political

science professor at Tampere University

Tuomo Melasuo said.

He said in an
exclusive interview
with ILNA news
agency that even
if the Iranian
authorities
_m have done non-
understandable
mistakesintheirattemptsto
control the coronavirus, itis

clearthatthe USAsanctions

are dramatically worsening
the country’s possibilities
to counter the pandemic. He
believesthatthe United States
should seriously consider
makinganimportantreform
oftheir Constitutionthatstarts
tobealittle bitold, outdated,
and “retarded”.

Tuomo MelasuoisaProfessor
of Peace and Conflict
Research and Research
director of TAPRI, Tampere
Peace Research Institute, at
the University of Tampere.
With a Ph.D. in political
science, Melasuo is also a
professorinpolitical history
at the University of Turku,
and his academic interest
liesinparticularintherecent
history of North Africaand
internationalrelationsinthe
Mediterranean.
Youcanreadhisfullinterview
with Tuomo Melasuo as
follow:

Q: Why the conflictbetween
the U.S. and Iran isn't over
and howdoyou evaluate the
differencesbetween thetwo
countries?

A: The difficult relations
betweenIranand the USAin
thefirsthalfoftheyear2020
couldbeobservedinalarger
context. Thislarger context
isthe Nuclear Agreement of
Summer 2015 and theJoint
Comprehensive Planof Action
(JCPOA).More preciselyitis
thatthe USAdoesnotanymore

Ryan Warned Trump

Was Losing Key Votersin
Wisconsin, Other States

Former US House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) recently warned
duringaprivate gatheringthatPresident Donald Trumpriskslosing
Wisconsinand otherkey statestoformer Vice President]oe Bidenin

November,accordingto The New York Times.

ApartialtranscriptofRyan'sremarksatan eventhosted by Solamere,
acompanylinked toSen.MittRomney (R-Utah), whom Paulshareda
presidentialticketwithin 2012, revealed thatthe former GOPHouse
leaderfears Trump couldlosehishomestateaswellasotherstateshe
carriedin2016,includingthe GOP stronghold of Arizona.

Arizona, Ryansaid, was “presentlytrendingagainstus,” accordingto
thetranscriptobtained bythe Times.Headded thatother stateswere

alsopotential Biden pickups.

“Bideniswinningover Trumpinthis category ofvoters 70to 30,and

honorthe agreementonone
hand, and the COVID-19, this
worldwide coronapandemic,
ontheotherhand. Weneedto
locate the political behavior
of Iran and the USA in this
double context. None ofthem
hasshownreallyresponsible
attitudes during recent
monthsofcoronacrises.

The USApoliticstowards the
wholeMiddle East-the]JCPOA
withIranandthe Palestinians
asexamples-have been and
still are very immature as
well as dangerous and even
counter-productive at the
sametime.Iranfoundherself
inamore and more difficult
situation because of mostly
USAillegal sanctionsand the
very heavy impacts of the
Coronapandemic.

Q: Trumpadministrationsees
U.Ssanctionagainstlranasa
victorybutthesesanctionsare,
infact,an example of enmity
withthelranianpeople.
A:Therehavebeensanctions
against Iran because of its
nuclear program at least
already since 2007. During
alltheseyearsthe sanctions
havehadanegativeimpacton
civilsociety and on the public
healthinIran.Irecallthatsome
of my Iranian friends herein
Finland were worried about
thehealth oftheirparentsand
thatthey sentdrugs to their
elderlyparentsinthe country.
Ofcourse, thenewsanctionsof
the USA, sinceitbetrayed the

ifthatsticks, he cannotwin stateslike Wisconsin, Michiganand

At ajoint press conference with
Zarifin Erbil back then, Barzani
said, “We asked for weapons
and Iran was the first country
toprovideuswithweaponsand
ammunition.”

Inthe Sundaymeetingheldinthe
Iraqi Kurdistanregion, Zarif said
forhis partthat Tehran has always
sought friendly relations between
BaghdadandErbil.

Thetwosidesalso stressed the need for expansion of
businessrelations while observinghealth protocolsin the wake of
the COVID-19 outbreak.

2015nuclearagreement, have
alsoaverynegativeimpacton
the general health conditions
of [ran and especially on its
civilianpopulation. The USA’s
veryunclearbutincreasing
sanction politicshave without
nodoubtanimportantimpact
onthelranianpossibilities to
facethe Covid-19,whichisthe
coronapandemic.

Evenifthe Iranianauthorities
have done several, even
non-understandable, and
very serious mistakes in
their attempts to control
the coronavirus, it is clear
that the USA sanctions are
dramatically worsening the
country’s possibilities to
counter the pandemic. This
isparticularly visiblein the
importation of drugs and
medical equipment.

Thus, in this health care
situation, the USA sanctions
have no justification
whatsoever. Theyare simply
irresponsible, illegal,and even
counterproductive. In the
world comingafterthe corona
pandemic, theinternational
community could maybe
considerpursuingthe USAthe
same way as certainregimes
were treated in war crime
special courtafterthe Second
World War.

Q: Why Trumpis notwilling
to back down despite
internationalrequests?

A: Itisclearthatthe sanctions
areillegalbecausetheydonot

Pennsylvania,” said Ryan.

The Trump campaign dismissed those concernsinastatement
provided to The Hill.
“We continuouslytrack 17 states that will determine who the
nextpresidentis-and thatincludes Wisconsin, Arizona, and
Pennsylvania. President Trumphasbeen,and remains, instrong |-
positioninall 17 those states and bere-elected.Joe Bidenisa
weak candidate whois obviously ahapless tool of the extreme
left. President Trump kepthis promises, hasastrongrecord of
achievementforthe Americanpeople,and willbere-elected,” said
Tim Murtaugh,a Trump campaign spokesman.
Ryan'swarning comes as Trump's reelection prospects appear
tohave takenahitamid aslew ofnewpolls showingthe president
trailing Biden by double digitsnationally.
Inanewinterviewwith Fox News thisweekend, the US president
insisted thathispollingdid notshowthe entirescope ofhis strength
withvotersandreferred tothemas "fakepolls.”

respectthe UNSCresolutions.
Inreality, the congressmen
have noimpacton Mr. Trump
because the only thing he
is worried about is his re-
electionin November 2020.
This situationis, of course,
aproofthatthereare many
problemsinthe USApolitical
cultureand especiallypolitical
system. The inhabitants of
thatcountry shouldseriously
considermakinganimportant
reform of their Constitution
thatstartstobealittlebitold,
outdated,and “retarded”.

Q; Can it be said that the
transfer of Iranian oil to
Venezuelaisaforeignpolicy
failureforthe USgovernment?
A: Primo, Iran should do
everything she caninorder
to satisfy the basicneeds of
itspopulation. Secondo, the
USbehavioris extendingits
national problems, including
its domesticlegislation and
jurisprudence, by a rather
obscure procedure to
extraterritorial domains, is
akind of imperial reaction
and thussimply outoftoday’s
world.

The US could maybe dictate
the way how its own entities
-companiesand otheractors
-behave, buttheyhavenokind
ofmoralorlegalrighttoextend
their problems to the world
outside of theirboundaries.
So,the UShasnokind ofrightto
intervenein Iran’scommercial
relationswith Venezuela.
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Regional countries' coop. to
ensureregional security: MP
Chairman ofIranian Parliament's National Security
and Foreign Policy Committee said thatthe security
of West Asiawill be ensured with the roleplaying,
interaction, and participation of the regional
countries.

Inhismeetingwith Australia'sambassadortoIran
LyndallSachsin Tehran on Sunday, MojtabaZonnour
voiced Iran'stendency forthe developmentofall-out
tieswith Canberra, underlining the significance of
thetwosides' Parliamentinimprovingrelations.
Heexpressed discontentwith Australi'sactofjoining
the US-led coalitionin the Persian Gulf saying that
"regional security cannotbeneitherimported nor
purchased.”

The Iranian MP added thatthe USpresenceinthe
regionhasnothelped combattheISIS or pirates of
the Oman Seaand the Indian Ocean.

Reactingto theremarks ofthe Australian PM about
Iran'sreduction of JCPOA commitments, hesaid the
Australian PM had betterpersuadethe US President
Trump and European officials to stay committed
totheJCPOA obligations and stop unfair sanctions
againsttheIraniannation.
"ThestrategicpositionoftheIslamicRepublicofIran,
aswellasregional stability and security, has paved
thewayforinvestmentand the developmentoftrade,
commerceand tourisminteractions with Australia,"
Zonnour said.

Sachs, for her part, welcomed the expansion of
Parliamentarian tieswith Iranas aninitial step to
boostingcooperationinothersectors.

IRGC Commander Lauds
Ground Force Airborne
Division’s Self-Sufficiency
Commander ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
Major General Hossein Salami hailed the advances
madebythe IRGC Ground Force’s Airborne Division
inoverhaulingand modernizingmilitary equipment.
The IRGC Ground Force’s Airborne Division
has achieved self-sufficiency in manufacturing
components,modernizationand overhaul ofaircraft,
the senior commander said duringa visitto the
Division’s Fath Base.
Ithasalsomadeheadwaysintermsof overhauling
attack, transport, rescue and backup helicopters,
Major General Salamiadded.

He furtherhighlighted the majorrole of the IRGC
Ground Force in ensuring security in the country
andsaid the Airborne Division’sbackup fortheland
forcesisofgreatsignificance.

Major General Salami went on to say that the
Airborne Division units’ preparednessisinavery
goodstatelikethatofother Ground Force units.
Iranian military expertsand technicians have in
recentyearsmade greatheadwaysinmanufacturing
abroadrangeofindigenousequipment.

Iran maintains thatits military capabilities pose
nothreattoregional countries, stressing thatthe
IslamicRepublic’sdefense doctrineisentirelybased
ondeterrence.

“I'm
not losing, because

those are fake polls. They were fakein 2016 and now
they're even more fake. The pollswere much worsein 2016," said
Trump.
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Mahmoud Mousavi Majd spying for CIA, Mossad

executed

Iran’sJudiciaryannounced thatMahmoud Mousavi Majd who waslinked
with CIA and Mossad and has provided them with intelligence from
securitybodies, especiallyarmed forcesincludingthe IRGCwas executed

onMondaymorning.

Mahmoud Mousavi Majd, who was accused of spying on CIAand Mossad and

20000 Rials

sentenced to death by the courtofjustice,hasbeen executed on Monday.

Hehadbetrayed and shared information aboutthe whereabouts of martyr Soleimani with
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aboutlran’sarmed forces, particularly the IRGC.
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with Venezuela; FM Zarif: Iran
Expert prioritizing
IRGC Commander neighbors
[ranian Foreign Minister
Lauds Ground Force  vohammad javad Zarif
Airborne Division’s in a message referred to
Self:Sufficienc his fruitful talks with Iraqi
y B Kurdish officials, saying
neighborsare "ourpriority".
Petropars to "Fruitful continuation of visit
complete Azadegan tolraqiKurdistan Met with
Oilﬁeld developnlent KDP President @masoud_

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

barzani, Iraqi Kurdistan
Region Pres. @IKRPresident

and Region PM @masrour_
Morning call to prayer: barzani," Zarif wrote on his
04:35:51 Twitteraccounton Monday.

"Strong relations with all
Noon call to prayer: . )

[ragisremainacornerstone
13:09:48 of Iran's policy. Our

Evening call to prayer:

20:28:29

WEATHER

High:37°c

Low:18 °c

neighborsare our priority,"
headded.Thelranianforeign
ministerarrivedin Erbil late
onSunday atthe invitation
oflraqi Kurdistan Region's
President Nechirvan
Barzani. He waswelcomed
upon his arrival by Vice
PresidentforIraqiKurdistan
Region Jaafar Sheikh
Mustafa.

enemies.He passed onsecurity information to the Israeliand Americanintelligence agencies

'Iran-China to have long term coop.

Experimental Drug Prevents %79 of COVIDI19-
Cases Progressingin'T'rial

Researcherstrialing an experimental drug on critically ill

coronavirus patients say it prevented their disease from

progressingin %79 of cases.

The experimental drug known as
SNGO0O01 is an inhaled formulation
of beta-interferon developed by the
pharmaceutical company Synairgen and
was given to patients in hospital with
COVID-19whoneeded oxygen assistance.
Although thetreatmenthadalready been
shown toimprove therecovery ofasthma
and COPD (chronicobstructive pulmonary
disease) patients who had other lung
infections, such as flu, itwas notknownifit
would help coronavirus patients.
Thetrial was conducted onadouble-blind
and placebo-controlled basis meaning
neithertheresearchersnorthe patients
knew whether they were receiving
SNGOO1 oraplacebo.

[tfound the number of patients who ended
up developingthe mostsevere form of the
disease - tothe pointwhere theyrequired
ventilation or they died - wasreduced by
79% for those taking SNG0O01 compared
with those onthe placebo.

Patients who received SNG001 were
also more than twice aslikely to recover
over the course of the treatment period,
meaning they suffered no limitations on
theirnormal activities, than those on the
placebo.

Three people who took partin the trial
died afterbeingrandomly assigned to the
placebo, Synairgen confirmed. There were
nodeathsamongthose patients treated
withSNGOO1.

Thedrugisaninhaled formulation ofbeta-
interferon which a naturally occurring
proteinthatorchestratesthebody's anti-
viralresponses,andisalsousedtotreatthe
auto-immune disease Multiple Sclerosis.

Scientists believe it will prevent the
coronavirus from taking overlung cells to
make further copies of itself.

Professor Tom Wilkinson, the chief
investigator on the trialand a professor
ofrespiratory medicine at the University
of Southampton, said the team was
"delighted with the positive data produced
fromthistrial".

"The results confirm our belief that
interferonbeta-awidely known drugthat,
by injection, hasbeenapproved forusein
anumberofotherindications - hashuge
potentialas aninhaled drugto restore
thelung'simmuneresponse, enhancing
protection, accelerating recovery and
countering the impact of SARS-CoV-2
virus."

Professor Stephen Holgate CBE, the
professor of immunopharmacology
atthe University of Southampton, said
recognizing that the coronavirus "is
known to have evolved to evade the initial
antiviral response of the lung" was a
valuableinsight, Sky Newsreported.
"Our treatment of giving high local
concentrations of interferon beta, a
naturally occurring antiviral protein,
restores the lungs ability to neutralize the
virus," added Professor Holgate, who is
alsothe co-founder of Synairgen.

He said it would work on "any mutation
ofthevirus or co-infection with another
respiratory virus such as RSV orinfluenza,
ascould be encountered in the winter if
thereisaresurgence of COVID-19".

in o1l sector’

Afghanistan’s Ist'Transit Goods Shipped to
Chinavia Iran’s Strategic Port

Afghanistan’s first transit goods to China via Iran’s

southeastern Chabahar Portwere shipped, said the director-

general of Ports and Maritime Department of Sistan and

Balouchestan Province, where Chabaharlies.

Behrouz Aqaeisaid the shipmentwas
carried outthrough Shahid Beheshti Port
in Chabahar, Tehran Timesreported.
The official further said that while the
worldis affected by the coronavirus
pandemic, Shahid Beheshti Port in
Chabaharhastakenabigsteptofacilitate
tradebetween Central Asian countries
and Afghanistan and the countries of
South and Southeast Asiaand the Far
Eastby establishingregular container
transportationservices.

Statingthat Afghanistan's firsttransit
shipment of dried fruit was sent to
Tianjin Port in China, he said that
the cargowas sentto the Indian port
of Mundra via Chabahar, which was
unloaded atthat portandloaded on
anothershiptoitsfinal destination.
Duringthe pastmonth, Afghanistansent
threetransitconsignmentsto Indiavia
Shahid Beheshti Portin Chabahar.

On July 1, Aqaei announced that
Afghanistan sent 39 containers with
a total capacity of 76 twenty-foot
equivalentunits (TEU) to India through
Iran’s Chabaharport.

Accordingtothe official, 30 refrigerated
containersand nine conventional ones
(atotal of 76 TEUs) were shipped from
ChabaharPorton]June 30headingforthe
Indian portsofMandraand Nhava Sheva.
In2016,Iran, India, and Afghanistan
decidedtojointly establishatraderoute
forland-locked Central Asian countries.
Indiasentitsfirstconsignmentofwheat
to Afghanistan through Iran’s Chabahar
Portbackin2017.

Later, Afghanistan officially started
exporting goods to India through

Chabahar Portinaceremony heldin
early February2019.
The event was attended by Afghan

President Ashraf Ghani, along
with Iranian Ambassador to Kabul
Mohammadreza Bahramiand Indian
Ambassador to Afghanistan Vinay
Kumar.

In November 2019, Afghanistan
Ambassador to Tehran Abdul Ghafoor
Liwal said his country was planning to
increase commodity transit through
Chabahar Port.
“Chabaharisaneconomicandatransit
bridge for Afghanistan and we are
goingtoexpand oureconomicrelations
throughincreasingexportsandimports
through Chabahar;” he said.

Earlier this month, Head of Iran-
AfghanistanJointChamberof Commerce
Hossein Salimi announced that the
Central BankofIran (CBI) hasapproved
Afghanistan’s Ghazanfar Bankto opena
branchinsoutheastern Chabahar Port
forfacilitatingtradeactivitiesin the port.
AsIran'sonly oceanic port, Chabahar
consists oftwo separate portsnamed
Shahid Kalantariand Shahid Beheshti,
each ofwhichhasfiveberths.

Iran has awarded the development
projectofthisporttoIndia,and the South
Asian country committed $500 million to
build twonewberthsinthisport.

India has doubled the allocated
funding for the development of the
port in its national budget bill for
2020.
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