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Irantrade with EAEU hits over
$2bn:Envoy

Iranian Ambassadorto Moscow said that"Since 2019,
following the implementing of Iran and EAEU trade
agreement, the volume of Iran’s foreign trade with the
EAEU hasreached to more thantwo billionand 417

dollars.”

Accordingtoreports, thefirstjointtrade working group
ofIranandthe Eurasian EconomicUnionheld on Tue. Via
video conference.

stressed therole of regional coalitions and the expansion
ofeconomicrelationwith neighboringcountriesasone
oftheprinciplesofthelslamicRepublicofIran, declaring
that“wearesurethatthesigningofthetradeagreement
between Iranand Economic Union of Eurasiawould
bringaboutmorepeaceintheregionbyimprovinglran’s
relationswith neighboring countries.”

Onthisbasis he refereed to previous meetings held
between Iran and Russia, announcing that “Since
November2019,withinsevenmonthsofimplementation
oftheagreement, the volume of [ran’s foreign trade with
the EAEUhasreached tomorethantwobillionand 417
dollars”
Accordingto]alali,oftheabove-mentionedamount, Iran
accounts for 72% share ofimports from EAEU member
countriesanda28%  share ofexporttosuch countries.
Itisworth mentioning that the Economic Union of
Eurasiaestablishedin2015,includesRussia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,and Belarus.

Iranexports 273,000 bpd of

crudeoilinJune

Itisestimated thatIslamic RepublicofIranhasexported
273,000 barrelsof oil perday (bpd) in June 2020.

Allof Iran’s oil storage tankers are fullyloaded, so that
Iran’sexportofcrudeinjune2020hit273,000 barrels
perday (bpd).

Iran’s crude oil production volume hita four-decade
record low in a way that outbreak of the novel
coronavirus, COVID-19,hashad asignificantimpacton
reducinglran’soilexports.

Accordingto FACTS Global Energy Group (FGE), total
energy of Iran’s crude oil reserves on onshorereached
54 millionbarrelsof oilin April, the rate of which hit 15
millionbarrels ofoilinJanuary.

Giventheaboveissue, thisvolumeevenreaches63 million
barrels of oil per day (bpd) in June 2020.Accordingly,
theaverage of crude oilreserves onIranian onshore will
reach 66 millionbarrels of oil per day (bpd) inJune, the
rateofwhichisabout85 percentofavailable oilreserves
ononshore.Thereportputthe exportvolume of Iranian
crudeoilinMay 2020 atabout 100,000 barrels per day
(bpd).Also, itis estimated thatIran’sexportofcrudeoilin
June2020hashit237,000barrels per day (bpd).

Iranianhouseholdsbuytwo
million carats of precious stones

annually

[ranian households buy two million carats (about
400,000 grams) of preciousstonesayear, deputy minister
ofindustryhasannounced.Iraniangovernmenthas plan
tofacilitate exportsof gemstones, Khodadad Gharibpour
hassaid.Itis predicted thatthe number ofthose whoare
activeinthisbusiness willreachabouthalfamillionin
thenextsixyears, Gharibpournoted.Reportedly, volume
ofglobaltrading of preciousand semi-preciousstonesis
over 1,000billiondollarsayear.Experts estimated that
[ran'sshareinglobalgemisabout0.5 percent.Researches
show thatthereare more than 250 types of gemstones
inIran.
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Mines and Agriculture planstosetup a

special committee to monitor procedures

involvedinrepatriation ofexportearnings
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The committee will
bebasedinICCIMA
and with provincial
branchestofacilitate
therepatriation by
identifying snagsin
the currentmethods
and propose solutions in
cooperation with relevant
bodies, IRNA quoted the
ICCIMA chief Gholamhossein
Shafeiassaying.
Onthesignificance of sucha
move, Mozaffar Alikhani,
a member of the chamber,
pointed to the detrimental
impact of sanctions and
coronavirus pandemic on
the economy and the need
toadoptcritical measuresto
expediterepatriation ofexport
revenues.

Alikhanisaid ICCIMAwillsoon
decideaboutthe operational
framework. The committee
will functionin coordination
withallrelevanttradebodies,
including to Industries
Ministry, Central Bank of Iran

andthelslamicRepublicofIran
Customs Administration.
Issues related to, and
emanating from, failure to
repatriate exportrevenues
has come under the national
spotlight for several months
afterchaosinthe forexmarket
was linked to shortage of
foreign currency and the
unendingdemand.

Two weeks ago, the CBI
issued an ultimatum to non-
oil exporters to expedite
repatriation oftheir earnings,
warning thattheirnameswill
be made public through the
mediaiftheyfailtocomply.

As per CBI rules exporters
should return their foreign

currency earnings within four
monthsafterthedate ofexport.
While the central bankinsists
onrepatriation of earnings
within the set deadline
and existing regulations,
exporters take issue with
the CBI's stringent measures
complainingthatithasdone
littleifanythingtopave theway
forexportcompaniestobring
backtheirearnings.

Younes Jaele asked the CBI
to be more “generous” and
employ supportive measures
toencourageexporters.
“Atatime whenthe countryis
inneed offoreign currency, the
central bank should be more
generousand buy currencyat

higherrates,” he was quoted
as saying. Exporters have
always complained about
rulesthat oblige them to sell
their overseas earningatthe
secondary foreign exchange
marketwhereratesarelower
thanthe openmarket.
Thesecondarymarket,known
locallyas Nima, isaplatform
where export proceeds are
sold and companies buy it
fortheirimportneeds.Inthe
samevein, Ahmad Pourfalah,
asenioradvisor tothe [CCIMA
chief criticized the CBI's
“unfairapproach” toward the
private sector. “Real exporters
returned their earnings even
duringtough conditions”.

President Rouhani
lauds development of
Chabahar Port

President Hassan Rouhani said on
Wednesday that thanks to measures
taken by the Governmentin Chabahar
Portastheonlyoceanicportinlran,the
transit capacity ofthe portincreased
from 2.5 million tons to 8.5 million tons
ayear.

Speaking to the meeting of cabinet
ministers, Rouhanisaid thatitwasan
important developmentnotonly for
Sistan-Baluchestan province of [ran, but,
for North-South transitroute, as well.
Hereferred to construction of Chabahar
railway and its connection to the
national railways networkasanother
breakthrough made by development of
Sistan-Baluchestan province.

He noted that implementation of

South-North railways is a national
and international plan which starts
from Indian Oceanin Chabaharandis
connected to all railways in Central Asia,
the Caucasus, China, Russiaand Europe.
Earlier, Director General of Chabahar
Free Trade Zone Organization (FTZ)
Abdul Rahim Kordi said that trade
connections of Mumbai-Hamburg-
Saint Petersburg will be made through
Astarakhan, Anzali, Chabaharand Nhava
Shevainstead of Suez Canal.

Although economicdevelopmentplans
in Chabahar are compatible with an
economiclogicinthe aftermath of Iran-
Iraqgimposed war,some of these projects
hadbeenstopped.

Thanks to the existence of ports like
Bandar Abbasand Portof]ebel Ali (UAE)
andlack of attention to transportation
fees, Chabahr was not already an
economiczone.

Chabahar, the sole Iranian oceanicport, is

animportantareaonthe Persian Gulfand
Seaof Omanshoresandin North-South
Corridor.

Itislocated in the East-West transit
pathandisofimportance with regard to
transitand trans-shipmentofgoods.
Chabahar has turned outto be a vital
area for sending Indian products to
Afghanistanand Central Asia.

The Indian government has allocated
about$14mbudgetfor development of
Chabahar Portin2020-2021 which had
atwo-foldrise compared to thelastyear.
Growthintheallocated budgetindicates
India's commitmentto developing the
port and New Delhi determination
for changing Chabahar Port into a
connectingpoint.
Duetoitsstrategicpositionanditsaccess
tointernational high seas, Chabahar
isofimportance with regard to Iran's
trade interactions with other regional
countries.
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Committee.”

Trade activity was resumed in
Shalamcheh Border Crossingin
southern province oflraqi'sBasra
on Tue. after four months which
was halted due to the outbreak of
the coronavirus, COVID-19.

Asaad Abdulameer Al Eidani
GovernorofBasraProvincemade
theremarks on Tue.and added,
“Shalamcheh Border Crossing
hasbeenreopened onlyfortrade
and echange of goods after the
agreement of the Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafaal-Kazimiand
Iraqi National Health and Safety

Trade activity resumes in Shalamcheh
border after 4 months

Since import of Iranian goods
through Iraqi’'s Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
border crossings to Basra was
time consumingand merchants of
thisprovincehadtopaymore cost
forimportofgoods, Shalamcheh
Border Crossing was reopened
after consulting with the Iraqi
governmentand cooperation of
thelslamicRepublicoflrantolrag,
headded.Allhealthguidelinesand
protocolswillbe observed strictly
atShalamcheh Border Crossing
for doing trade exchanges, he
emphasized.
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Thismeetingwasheld with the presence of Kazem]alali, I C C IMA G et S a NeW T a Sk What's News
AmbassadoroftheIslamicRepublicofIrantothe Russian

Federation, the ministerin charge ofthe Economic Union

of Eurasia, Andrey Slepnev,and some Iranianand Russian Il'ant‘.)R“.n

officials of.trafie and customs organizations. Frah Chamber P EomMme T RS tHe, .Desa]mat.lonPlants
Atthebeginning ofthe meeting, the Iranianambassador in17 Provinces

[ranian Energy Minister
Reza Ardakanian said
feasibility studies have
beenlaunched tosupply 17
provincesacrossthecountry
with desalinated water
fromthe sea.Inremarks on
Tuesday, Ardakanian said
his ministry has devised
serious plansto carry out
seawater desalination
projectsin17provinces.

He noted that feasibility
studieshavebeguntolaunch
desalination facilitiesata
distance of 100 kilometers
from the sea.Pointing to
the growing progress in
the seawater desalination
facility technology in the
world, the minister said
advanced technologywould
reduce the costofsaltwater
desalination.

He further noted that
one of the economically
feasible ways for Iran to
rundesalination facilitiesis
touse the waste heatfrom
thermal power stations.
Supplying the energy for
desalination plants with
the waste heat energy
from the gas-fired and
combined cycle gasturbine
plants would increase the
efficiency of power stations
and help supply fresh
water forthebulkof coastal
provinces, he explained.
The energy minister also
unveiled plansto open the
second phase of a major
seawater desalination
projectinthesouthernport
cityof Bandar Abbasinthe
comingweeks.
TEDPIXnotches
record highof
L74mnpoints

Gaining 28,803 pointson
Tuesday, the benchmark
of Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), TEDPIX, rallied toa
historiclevel of1,747,000
points.Asreported, above
9.23 billion of shares and
securities at the value of
157.268trillionrials (about
$748.8 million) were
exchanged at the TSE on
Tuesday.Mobarakeh Steel
Company, Tamin Petroleum
and Petrochemical
Investment  Company
(TAPPICO), Iran Khodro,
and Parsian Parsian Oiland
Gas Development Group
were the mainrole players
pushinguptheindexonthe
day.On Monday, the steep
riseinthe price of shares of
Social Security Investment
Companyknownlocally as
Shasta, thelargestIranian
holding and the fourth in
TSE in terms of market
capitalization, pushedupthe
TEDPIXt01,736,402 points,
makinganunprecedented
4.9% gainbyadding more
than80,972 points.
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Saudi official's
anti-Iranian
remarks
onmissile
program

In his hostile anti-
Iranian remarks,
a Saudi official has
once again leveled
accusations against
Iran and called fora
confrontation with
Iran's nuclear and
ballistic missile
program.

Saudi Arabia's
Minister of Media
Majid bin Abdullah
Al Qasabi said that
the Saudi cabinet
discussed the latest
developments in
the world and in the
region, including
the UN Secretary-
General's baseless
claim that Iran was
involved in last
year's missile attack
on Saudi Arabia,
Saudi Press Agency
reported.

He added that
the Saudi cabinet
has called for a
confrontation with
Iran's nuclear and
ballistic missile
program.
During the meeting,
the Saudi cabinet
stressed the need
forthe international
community to
take a firm stand
against Iran, as
well as the need to
take appropriate
measures to continue
Iran'sarms embargo.
Saudi Arabia, which
daily attacks Yemen
and Kills innocent

Yemenis, claims
that it insists on
regional stability
and will not allow
national security
anditsborderstobe
violated.

The Saudi cabinet
also called Iran's
actionsintheregion
hostile, claiming that
Iranisjeopardizing
the security of
waterways and the
global economy.
This is not the first
time that Saudi
Arabia which is
biggest  sponsor
of terrorism has
intervenedinlIran's
affairs and called
for a confrontation
with Iran's missiles.
The Saudi foreign
minister's adviser
previously in a
tweet called for the
suspension oflran's
ballistic missile
program.

TurkeyTested S-400 Air
Defense Systemson US-Made
Planes Last Year: Source

Turkey tested Russian-made S-400 air defense systems on US-
madeF-16 fighterjetsin November2019,asource close tothe
Turkish defenseindustry said on Tuesday.

Earlierinthe day, several mediareported with reference to
the FighterJets World portal thatthe Russian-made missile
systemshadbeentested on USaircraft. The portal published a
videofootageby Turkey’s TRT channel, featuring Russia’s S-400
systemsand US-made F-16and F-4 aircraft, whichwasreleased
viaitsofficial YouTube accounton November29,2019.

reports.

against Iran

"Yes, such trialshave indeed taken placelast November," the
source told TASS when asked to comment on those media

OnNovember25,2019,CNN Turkreported thatvariousaircraft,
includingF-16fighterjets, were scrambled near Ankarato test
S-400.The Turkish military tested communication between
theairdefense systemsandtheaircraftduringthose exercises.
Russiasaidin September 2017 thatithad signeda $2.5bln
contractforsupplies of its S-400 missile systems with Turkey.
Thefirstbatch underthe contractwas delivered to Ankaraby
airtransportinJuly2019.
The United Statesand NATO have been seekingtobreakdown
the deal. The White House said in mid-July that "Turkey’s
decisiontopurchase RussianS-400air defensesystemsrenders

its continued involvementwith
theF-35impossible."

Russia’s S-400 ‘Triumf’
(NATO reporting name:
SA-21 Growler) isthelatest
long-and medium-range
surface-to-airmissile system
that went into service in
2007.1tis designed to destroy
aircraft, cruiseand ballisticmissiles,
and canalsobe used against ground

installations. The S-400 can engage targets ata

distance ofupto400kmandatanaltitude ofup to30kmunder
intensiveenemy fireandjamming.
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Borderpolice emdr.:
Effortsunderway torelease

Publishingthe falsenewsofIran'sintention
to attack Israeli embassiesis the second
screen of a play directed by Zionist
sponsored media to induce the regime's
roleinrecentincidentsin Iran.

Providing and
publishing the
news of Iran's
intention to attack
Israeliembassiesis
thesecond screen |- s

NEWs
SN play, aimed
atinducingacceptance of
Zionistregime’sroleinthe
recentincidents especially
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Iranian abducted border

guards

Commander ofthe Border Guard of the NAJA said
thatIranisengaged in consultations with Pakistan
tobringtheabducted border guards atthe Mirjaveh
borderbackhome.

Commander of the Border Guard of the Law
F Enforcement Force of the Islamic Republic of
Iran (NAJA) Second Brigadier General Ahmad Ali
S , . Goudarzisaid thataseries of negotiationshavebeen
held with Pakistani security authoritiesto secure the
release of the two Iranian border guards who have
beenabducted atMirjaveh border.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Border
Guardsare engaged in consultations with Pakistan
toreturntheIranianborder guardshome, headded.

NatanzFacility’sincidentby The Zionistregime's main

thelIslamicRepublicofIran.
Since Thursday July 2 and
aftertheincidentoccurred
atShahid Ahmadi Roshan
Nuclear Complex (Natanz),
the Zionistregime's media
outlets, both official and
proxy, were mobilized to
attribute this incident to
the high capabilities and
determination ofthisregime
for stoppingIran’s nuclear
program.

These foreign media outlets

goal in designing and
implementing recent media
scenarios is to make the
news ofIsrael'sroleinrecent
events, especiallyin Iran’s
Natanz Nuclear Facility
incident, “credible”.

Over the past six days, all
efforts by the dissident
media have focused
on finding clues in the
statements of Iranian
officialsand eventhe Iranian
media, which in a way

put a step further than
storytellingaboutthe Natanz
incident and attributed
various incidents, that
happened accidentally in
differentpartsoflran, tothe
Zionistregime.

Officials of the Zionist
regime, however,declined to
confirm mostly Hollywood
speculationsin their own
media, astheyare wellaware
ofthe unrealistic nature of
the allegations and know
thatawave of suchincidents
could have broughtabout
irreparable consequences
forthelIsraeliregime.
Although Israeli officials are
bynomeanswillingtoaccept
hazards of playing the role
inthe Hollywood scenarios,
the actions and measures
taken by Zionists’ media
outletsin the last few days
and their proxies, including
Iran International, Radio
Farda, and Reuters, cannot
beruled outinthisrespect.

confirmthe Zionistregime's
medialine.

Iran has officially announced
the cause ofaccidentshortly
aftertheincidentoccurredin
Natanznuclear site.
Keyvan Khosravi,
spokesman  for  the
Secretariat ofthe Supreme
National Security Council
(SNSC) said on Friday
afternoon, one day after the
incident, “the main cause
of the incident has been
determined, butduetosome
security considerations, the
reasons will be announced
indue course.

With the elapse of nearly six
days aftertheincident, Iran
hasnotyetcommented on
the cause oftheaccident.
Meanwhile, due to the failure
oftheZionistregime tomake
itsrole ‘believable’ in this
incident by using media
hype, the second curtain
of the magic show, whose
actor'shand was appeared

Enemies After Internal
Discordin Iran, President
Warns

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani warned that the main
objective pursued by the enemies, above all by the US and
Israel, is to create riftand division between the Iranian
people and establishment. Addressinga cabinet session on
Wednesday, Rouhani said the US and the Zionistregime’s
main objective is to mount pressure on Iran, foment
disappointmentinthe country,and create division and rift
betweenthe people, the establishmentand the branches of
power.

Highlighting the need for the three branches of power -the
administration, the parliamentand the Judiciary- to join
hands for the settlement of the country’s problems, the
presidentsaid, “The administration always favors cordialand

policy.”

places.

in the first show, kicked off
lastnightthrough publishing
surprisingnews.

A Farsichannel of foreign
media outlet last night
quoted ‘"Israeli news
sources"”, which are close
to the regime's foreign
intelligence service
(Mossad), announced that
this organizationwasable to
discoverand foil Iran’s plan
toattacklIsraeliembassiesin
Europe and elsewhere.
Israel's Channel 12 TV
Network said names of
countries where Mossad
said thatIsraeliembassiesin
those countries would have
been targeted by Iran, are
notdisclosed "for security
reasons."
TheIsraelinewspaper “The
Times of Israel” quoted
Mossad as saying that the
motive behind this attack
was Iranian government's
intense frustration with a
series offiresand explosions
at sensitive military and
nuclear facilities in recent
days.

According to the newspaper,
[ranian government officials
believe that Israel was
involvedin therecentattack
to Natanz Nuclear facility
and that their goal was to
seek revenge and warn
Israel by attacking Israeli
diplomaticmissionsin other
countries.

However, as usual, Israeli
officials  declined to

brotherly relations with the other power branches within
the framework ofthe Constitution, and will continue this

Itisno good time for disputes amid the widespread
pressure of sanctions imposed by the enemies and the |
outbreakofthe coronavirus, Rouhaniunderlined.
He furtherlauded the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as the
symbol of [ran’s political power, saying the ministry has
made greatachievements over the pastsevenyears,such as
the greatjob oftermination ofthe sanctionsimposed on Iran
under Chapter 7 ofthe UN Charter.
The presidentalso pointed to the new wave of coronavirus
inlran, saying the Health Ministry hasbeen assigned to take
action againstthe problematicand threatening crowded

He declared aban onall weddingand mourning ceremonies
inIran until further notice, saying wearing face masksin the
publicand indoor places and in all administrative offices

remainsobligatory.

12Iranianborder guards were abducted by the so-
called Jaish ul-Adl terror group near the Pakistan-
Iranborder point of Mirjaveh on October 16,2018
and were taken across the border to Pakistan. On
November 22,2018 five of them returned home
through the effortsand cooperation between Iran
and the Pakistaniside.

Four outofsevenremainingborder guards, who
were held hostage by aterroristgroup in Pakistan,
havebeenreleasedin March2019.

Spokesman Dismisses Rumors

about Iran-China Agreement

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson quashed
rumorsaboutacomprehensive cooperation plan
between Tehran and Beijing, saying the old trick

comment on the attacks
orthereportattributed to
Mossad.

By publishing this news by
foreign media outlet, thatit
isreportingaveryimportant
incident, butthat "the source
and location of theincident
areunknown., ittramplesthe
professional binding rules
and regulations by amedia
severely.

It is very obvious that
the preparation and
publication ofthisnewswas

acontinuation of previous
scenarios, with the aim of
inducing the acceptance of
therole ofthe Zionistregime
inrecentevents, especially
the Natanzincidentby Iran.
Different has been done
with the same approachand
spread of false news about
theintention of the Islamic
Republicto targetembassies
of this regime in different
countrieshasbeendonewith
the sameapproach.

The Zionist regime's
continued harassment of
its "powerful display" at
the cost of undermining
the prestige of the media,
which claims to be neutral
and professional, shows the
regime's extreme weakness
and vulnerability, and
confirmsthefactthatlsrael's
leaders are disappointed.
They are looking for
repetitive shows to fantasize
about their unattainable
dreams.

of using false information to get details of the
agreementwill getnowhere.

Inapostonhis Twitter account on Tuesday, Seyed
Abbas Mousavi said “Iran-China comprehensive
cooperation plan”isaclear roadmap that sets the
stage forrelations between the two major countries
in future, “when China, asthe world’s top economic
powerinthenear future,and Iran,asthe great power
inthe West Asiaregion, can fulfill the common
interests and stand againstthe pressure ofbullies
with complementaryrelationsthatareindependent
ofthetraditionaland hegemonic Western powers.”
The spokesman underlined thatthe cooperation
agreement between the two countries neither
entailsany Chinese control over the Iranianislands,
nor any presence of military forces, nor the “other
illusions.”

“Theold trick of falsification and release of wrong
informationin order to gettheright details and
information, which is seriously pursued by the
enemies of interests of the two nations, will go
nowhere,” Mousaviadded.

Inremarks on Sunday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid everythingabouta 25-
year cooperation agreement with Chinaisclearand
the two countrieshave nothingtohide aboutit.
Healsonoted that Tehran will make the contents of
theagreementpublic.

On
Tuesday, the
spokesperson for the Iranian administration said
new decisions mightbe made to tightenrestrictionsin Tehran
asthenovel coronavirusis takingmore lives.
Iran’s Health Ministry on Tuesday reported 200 new deaths
from the novel coronavirus, the highestsingle-day toll since
theviral disease broke outin February.




World gettingused to US stupidity: envoy

Referringtothe withdrawal of US from WHO, Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan
said, "Wearegettingused totheirstupidity."[natweeton Wednesday, Seyyed
Mohammad Ali Hosseini wrote, "US formally notifies #UN of decision to
withdraw from @WHO.""Blunder after Blunder. We are getting used to their
stupidity," headded.The US has sentaletter officially notifying the United
Nations thatitisleavingthe World Health Organization, starting the formal
process of withdrawal that President Trump first threatened in April when he

halted fundingto WHO.Toleave the organization, the USis supposed to giveaone-yearnoticeand pay
outstanding dues, accordingtolanguage thatthe USadded to the WHO constitution whenitjoined
thetreatyin 1948. AsofJune 30, the US owed $198 millionin unpaid membership dues.Trump has
repeatedly criticized WHO for beingslow torespond tothe pandemicand forbeingtoo " China-centric."
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Evening call to prayer:
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mining businesses, he said,
adding that 1,100 illegal
mining centers have so far

beenidentified,Tasnim News

High:37°c

Low:18 °c

Agencyreported.
Motevalizadeh said those
whowantto use the national
power grid for mining
cryptocurrencyshould playby
therulesand musthave permit
fortheirwork.

Iran exports 273,000 bpd of crude oilin
June

US Formally Starts Withdrawal from
WHO

U.S. envoy plays down expectations for North
Koreameet, butready to talk

ofseekingto deflectcriticism from hishandling
ofthe pandemicinthe United States,whichhas
sufferedbyfarthehighestdeathtoll ofanynation
despitethepresident'sstated hope thatthevirus
willdisappear:

) Talkswith North Koreahavesincestalled,and its
U.S.Deputy Secretary of State Stephen Biegun on Wednesday officialssay they have nointention ofsittingdown

rejected reportsthathe wasseekingtomeetNorthKorean  iththe United States.

US President Donald Trump on Tuesday formally started
the withdrawal of the United States from the World
Health Organization (WHO), making good on threats

officials duringavisitto South Koreathis week butreiterated Biegunsaidhe doesnotfocusonsuchstatements,
thatWashingtonis opentoresumingtalks. butinstead was guided by the “vision” outlined by

to deprive the UN body ofits top funding source over its

response to the coronavirus.

Publichealthadvocatesand Trump's political
opponentsvoiced outrage atthe departure
fromthe Geneva-based body, whichleadsthe
global fighton maladies from polio to measles
tomentalhealth-aswellasCOVID-19,atatime
when caseshaveagainbeenrisingaround the
world.

Afterthreateningtosuspend the US$400 million
(S$550 million) inannual US contributions
andthenannouncingawithdrawal, the Trump
administrationhasformally sentanoticetoUN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, a State
Departmentspokesmansaid.

The withdrawalis effective in one year - July
6,2021-and]oeBiden, Trump's presumptive
Democraticopponent, isvirtually certaintostop
itand stayinthe WHOifhe winsthe November
election.

Aspokesman for Guterresand the globalhealth
bodyitself confirmed thatthe United States,a
keyfoundingWHO member; gaveitsnotice.
Inaspeechearlierinthe day, WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said of COVID-19,
"National unity and global solidarity are more
importantthanevertodefeatacommonenemy:"
Inline with conditions setwhenthe WHO was
setupin1948,the United States canleave within
oneyearbutmustmeetitsremainingassessed
financial obligations, the UN spokesman said,
AFPreported.

Inlate May, Trump said that Chinaexerted "total
control" overthe WHOandaccused the UNbody
ledby Tedros,an Ethiopiandoctorand diplomat,
offailingtoimplementreforms.

Blaming Chinafor the coronavirus, Trump, a
frequentcriticofthe UN, said the United States
wouldredirectfunding "to otherworldwideand
deserving, urgent, global publichealthneeds."
Democraticlawmakershaveaccused Trump

"To call Trump's response to Covid chaoticand
incoherentdoesn'tdoitjustice," said Senator
Robert Menendez, the top Democraton the
Foreign Relations Committee.
"Thiswon'tprotect Americanlivesorinterests-
itleaves Americanssickand Americaalone," he
wroteon Twitter.

Representative AmiBera, himselfa physician,
said thatthe United Statesand World Health
Organization had worked "hand in hand" to
eradicate smallpoxandnearly defeatpolio.
"Our cases are increasing," Bera said of
COVID-19."Ifthe WHO isto blame: why has
the USbeenleftbehind while many countries
from South Koreato New Zealand to Vietnamto
Germanyreturntonormal?”

Even some of Trump's Republican allies had
voicedhopethathewasexertingpressurerather
than makingafinal decisiontoabandon the
World Health Organization.

The investigative news outlet ProPublica
reported last month that most of Trump's
aideswereblindsided by the WHO withdrawal
announcement, which he made during an
appearanceaboutChina.

The Trump administration has said thatthe
WHOignored early signs ofhuman-to-human
transmissionin China,includingwarnings from
Taiwan-which, dueto Beijing's pressure,isnot
partofthe UNbody.
Whilemanypublichealthadvocatessharesome
criticism ofthe WHO, they questionwhatother
optionsthe worldbodyhad other thantowork
with China, where COVID-19wasfirstdetected
latelastyearinthe city of Wuhan.
Theanti-poverty campaign ONE said the United
States should worktoreform,notabandon, the
WHO.

"Withdrawing from the World Health
Organizationamidstanunprecedented global
pandemicisanastoundingactionthatputsthe
safetyofall Americanstheworldatrisk,"itsaid.

The U.S.pointman for North Korea, Biegun was
inSeoul for meetings with South Korean officials,
overshadowed by North Korea'sinsistence thatit
hasnointention of returningto denuclearisation
negotiationsaslongasthe United States clingsto
“hostilepolicies”

Biegun metSouth Korean Foreign Minister Kang
Kyung-whabrieflybeforeholdinglongermeetings
with Vice Foreign Minister ChoSei-youngand chief
nuclearnegotiator Lee Do-hoon.

Talks covered a range of issues, including
responses to the novel coronavirus and
negotiations over the sharing ofthe costs of the
U.S.military deploymentin South Korea, but
NorthKoreadominated theagenda, South Korean
officialssaid.

Biegun’svisithad sparked speculationaboutalast-
ditch efforttorevivethe North Koreatalksahead
ofthe U.S.presidential electionin November, but
heplayed down expectations fornewmeetings.
“Letmeabsolutelybe clear, we did notrequesta
visit,’ Biegunsaidafter meetingLee. “Thisvisitthis
weekistomeetwith our close friendsandallies,
theSouthKoreans.”
ButBiegunsaidhewasreadytoresumetalksatany
timethe North Koreans designate.

“Welook forward to continuing our work for
apeaceful outcome of the Korean peninsula, I
believethisisverymuchpossible,"hesaid, noting
thatU.S. President Donald Trump had given his
fullsupport.

Biegunreiterated thatthe United States was
willing to be flexible and reach a “balanced
agreement” with North Korea, shoulditdecideto
returntotalks, Leesaid.

Biegunisalsolikely to meet Suh Hoon, Moon'’s
new national security adviser who, as spy chief,
wasinstrumentalinfacilitatingsummitsbetween
Trump and North Koreanleader Kim JongUn,a
SouthKorean official said.

TrumpandKimattheirmeetings.
Thetwometforthefirsttimein2018inSingapore,
raisinghopesforanegotiated end to NorthKorea’s
nuclear programme. Buttheir second summit, in
2019inVietnam,and subsequentworking-level
negotiationsfellapart.
NORTHKOREANOTENGAGING

Trump said on Tuesday he was open toanother
meetingwithKimand thoughtitmightbe helpful,
Voice of Americareported, citingatranscriptofan
interview Trump gaveto Gray Television,duetobe
aired on Sunday.

Kimhasbeenmaintainingalow profileinrecent
months, making far fewer publicappearances
thanusual,accordingtoanalysts whomonitor his
movements.

On Wednesday, North Korean state media
reported Kimhad marked theanniversary ofthe
death ofhisgrandfather, North Korea’s founding
leader Kim Il Sung, by visiting his mausoleumat
Pyongyang’s Kumsusan Palace of the Sun.
Biegunhaspreviously played downthelikelihood
of another summitbetween Trump and Kim,
sayingthe coronavirus made thatunlikely before
theelection.

North Korea’s stridentrejection of new talks
means Biegun’svisitis morelikely to focus on
coordinationbetweenthetwoallies, ratherthan
seizing some opening for diplomacy, said John
Delury,aNorth Koreaexpertat Yonsei University
inSeoul.

“Idon’tseesignalsfrom North Koreathattheyare
lookingforengagement,” hesaid.

U.S.-South Korean coordination was critical
now, said Duyeon Kim, a senior adviser at the
International Crisis Group think-tank.
“Theallies should get onthe same page about
upcomingdefencedrills,howtheirworkinggroup
cansupportinter-Koreanprojectswhileenforcing
existing sanctions,and howtojointly respond
if Pyongyang escalates or tests more weapons,”
shesaid.
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