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NEWS

Urmia Lake Coming Back
Slowly

Despitetheriseinevaporationin Urmia Lake
catchmentarea, the waterlevel is stable and
things are normal for now, head of Urmia Lake
Restoration Projectsaid Saturday:.

“Closeto 1.6 billion cubic meters of wateris
forecastto evaporate from Urmia Lake in the
nextthree monthsand the currentwaterlevel at
1,272 centimeters could fallby 40 centimeters,”
Farhad Sarkhosh was quoted as saying by IRNA.
Putting daily evaporation atabout 18 million
cubic meters, he said the evaporation
notwithstanding, thelake nowholds 4.7 bcm
of waterorabout23% morethanlastyear’s 3.8
bcm. The figurewas 2.5bcmin2018.
Tohelprestore the world famousbuttroubled
lake, closeto 270 million cubic meters of water
was discharged into the lake from four damsin
West Azarbaijan Province in March and May.
Ofthetotal (270 mcm) which will bereleased
in the lake in 60 days, 194 mcm, 30 mcm,
40 mcm and 6 mcm were transferred from
Boukan, Shahrchay, Mahabad and Salmas dams,
respectively.

Thelake spreadsover 3,240 squarekilometers.
Closeto $1billionhasbeenspenton UrmiaLake
Restoration Programin thelastfive years.
Located between the provinces of Eastand West
Azarbaijan, thelakeisaclosed water body fed
through 21 permanentand 39 seasonalrivers.
Measures taken torevive thelake (banningdam
construction,improving farming methodsand
managementofreservoirs) helped the flow of
4.6billion cubic meters of waterinto the drying
lake.

Once the second-largest saltwater lake in
the Middle East, Lake Urmia attracted birds
and batherstobaskinitsturquoise watersin
northwestlIran. Thenbeginninginthe 1970s,
nearly three decades of droughtand high water
demand shriveled the basin, shrinkingitbya
shocking 80%.

Referringto ongoing plansto furtherraise the
lake’s waterlevel,the ULRP head noted, “A 40-
km tunnelisbeing constructed to pump 650
million cubic of water (per year) from Zaab
Riverin West Azarbaijan Province to thelake.It
willbe completed in December”.

Moreover, plans are in place to transfer 350
mcm of water from Pasveh Dam (in West
Azarbaijan Province) and wastewater plantsin
Urmiaand Tabriz (East Azarbaijan Province),
hesaidbutdid notelaborate.

‘AllHands Count’

Inrelated news, IRNA quoted Gary Lewis, the
formerrepresentative of the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) in Iran, as
sayingthatlife hasreturned to Lake Urmia.
Lewis wrote on his Twitteraccount, “AsIsaid
when serving in Iran (2013-18), to every
human-made problem, there exists ahuman-
made solution. Work stillremainsto be done,
butwhathasrecentlyhappenedin Lake Urmia
isanexampletoinspireusall. Allhands count.”
Thelake now has enough waterto attractbirds
and aquatic species such as flamingos and
Artemia, butitstillhasalongway to completely
survive. The water body still needs 9.5 billion
cubic meters of water toreachits ecological
level0f1274.10.

Accordingto Claudio Providas, UNDP resident
representativeinIran,acombination of man-
made effortsand higherrainfallinrecentyears
are “slowly, butsurely reviving what was once
the second largestsaltwaterlake inthe world”.
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Majority of Jobholders Lack Health,
Retirement Benefits

Sixty percentofjobsinIranlackhealthand

retirementbenefits, whicharealsonotentitled

togovernmentsupportoffered tobusinesses

duringthe coronavirus crisis.

According to a
report by the
researcharmofthe
[ranian Parliament,

N E w s Majlis Research

NEWS Center, 61.7% of
oo working women
and 59.4% of working men
were employed in the so-
called "unofficial sector”
ofthe economyin the year
endingMarch2019.
About 38.3% of working
women and 40.6% of
workingmenwereholding
jobsintheofficial sector ofthe
economy [entitled to health
and retirement benefits]
duringtheyearunderreview.
Men constituted 81.2% and
womenaccounted for 18.8%
of unofficial employment
whilemen constituted 82.6%
and women accounted for
17.4% of officialemployment
inthatyear.
Disproportionate Share of
UnofficialJobsin Provinces
Unofficial employment
accounted for more
than 50% of jobs in most
[ranian provinces during
the year under review:
underprivileged provinces
and those along the
country’sborders, namely
West Azarbaijan (73%),
North Khorasan (72%),
Mazandaran (71%), Sistan-
Baluchestan, Kermanshah
and Kurdestan (70%) had
thelion’s share of unofficial
employment.
Women, residents of rural
areas and those without
university education
grabbed the biggest share
ofthe country’s unofficial
employment.
According to estimates
made by Mohsen Ranani, a
professor of economics at
the University of Isfahan,
cited by the Social Welfare
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Departmentofthe Ministry
of Cooperatives, Labor
and Social Welfare, 48% of
working women, 45% of
jobholders in rural areas
and 35%jobholderswithout
higher education were
employed in the unofficial
sector in the year ending
March 2004. The share
of unofficial employeesin
the sectors of agriculture,
industry, constructionand
servicesstood at69%, 12%,
8%and 10%, respectively.

A research carried out by
ZahraKarimi, a professor of
economicsatthe University
of Mazandaran, affirmed
the disproportionate share
of unofficial employment
acrosstheIranian provinces.
For example, in Kurdestan,
the share of unofficial
employment in total
employmentincreased from
67.1% in the year ending
March2002t073.83%inthe
yearendingMarch2015.
She also found that 70%
of working young women
inurbanareasand 84% of
working young women in
rural areas were employed
in the unofficial sector of
the economy. About 60%
of working young men
inurbanareasand 71% of
workingyoungmeninrural
areas were employed in
the unofficial sector of the
economy.
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KeyPillar of Employment
The MRCreportalso shows

small businesses that
employ 1-4 workers have
beenuniquely susceptible
to the abrupt economic
shock of the coronavirus.
Theywere the main pillar of
the country’semployment
in the year ending March
2019, accounting for about
65% of total employment
by employing 15.4 million
peopleoutofatotal of23.8
millionjobholders.

The share ofemploymentin
very smallbusinesses outof
total employment was over
50%inall provinces, except
Tehran (43.1%).
Seventeenpercentofworking
womenand 35% ofworking
menin official sector of the
economy were employedin
smallenterprises (those with
1-4 workers). Meanwhile,
83.8% of working women
and 86.8% of working men
intheunofficial sectorofthe
economy were employedin
smallenterprises.

The services sector, which
accounts for 50% of total
employmentinIran, hasbeen
thehardest-hitsector ofthe
economy by the coronavirus.
Self-employed people and
independent  workers
(freelancers, gigworkers,
independent contractors,
etc.) havebeen especially hit
by the economic fallouts of

thecrisis.
Datasuggestthatnearly37%
ofjobholdersintheservices
sector are independent
workers. Inaddition, 50%
ofthoseinservices sector
are without health and
retirement benefits.
Uninsured womenand men
accounted for8%and 42%
oftotal employmentin the
servicessectorinthe year
endingMarch2019.

Tehran Province had the
biggestshare ofemployment
inthe services sector with
21% amongall provinces.
Fifty-seven percent ofjobs
inthe services sector goto
businesseswith 1-4workers.
Independent workers had
the highest share in small
businesseswith 63%.
Duringtheyearunderreview,
Kurdestan and Lorestan
had the highest share of
independentworkers ofall
employmentintheservices
sector with 48% and 46%,
respectively.

A total of 24.3% of the
employed people in the
services sector working
in small businesses are
insured while 75.7% are
not covered by insurance.
Mazandaran, Khuzestan
and WestAzarbaijanhad the
highest share of unofficial
employment in services
sector with 66%, 58% and
57%,respectively.

Iran exports LO9Sbn oil products via
PSEEZ in three months: official

Head of Pars Special Economic
Energy Zone [PSEEZ] Customs
Department General said that
4.4 million tons of oil products,
worth$1.09billion were exported
viathis customs officein the first
threemonthsofthe currentlranian
calendaryear [March 20 to June
20].Amir Abbas Hamidialso said
on Sunday that, “the exports of
non-oil products from South Pars
Customs Department General
is experiencing an increasing
trend despite limitations and
restrictionsimposed by the US
againstthe [slamic Republic of

Iran."Home to the largest gas
field in the world, South Pars
Special Economic Energy Zone,
asthe capital ofenergyinIran,is
consideredasthehub ofexportof
non-oil products,headded.

The exports mainly included
methanol, propane, butane,
light-and heavy polyethylene, gas
condensates,ammonia, sulfur,
styreneand crude oil during the
period.China, the United Arab
Emirates, South Korea, India,
Japan, Hong Kong, Indonesia,
Italy, Germany, Turkey, Egyptand
Kuwait.
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Marked Declinein
People Filingfor
Unemployment
Benefits

The Ministry  of
Cooperatives, Labor
and Social Welfare has
registereda94%decrease
inthe number of people
filing for unemployment
benefits duringthemonth
endingMay 20 compared
with the month ending
March 19,accordingtoan
official with the ministry.
“Atotal 0f851,864 people
filed for unemployment
benefits from February
29 to June 20, of whom
711,800 were found
eligibleforunemployment
benefits,” Masoud Babaie
wasalso quotedassaying
byIRNA.
“Asperthedecision ofthe
National TaskforcetoFight
Coronavirus, the fiscal
monthendingMay 20 was
thelastmonthcoronavirus
unemploymentbenefits
would havebeenavailable
and the applicants had
untilJune 20 toregisterat
'bimebikari.mcls.gov.ir".
Atotal of 18,255 people
filed for unemployment
benefitsduringthemonth
endingJune 20 and their
listwillbesenttothe Social
Security Organizationthis
week”

Babaie noted that
applications for benefits
donotneedtobeevaluated
by related commissions
and will be certified
when they meet the
requirements described
inthewebsite.

With 151,724
applications, Tehran
registered the highest
number of unemployed
workers in the country
whereas North Khorasan
recorded the lowest
numberofworkerslosing
theirjobsinthe wake of
coronavirus outbreak
with 4,391 files. The
second highestnumber
of unemployment
applications was
recorded by Fars
Province with 73,195,
followed by Isfahan with
65,436 and Khorasan
Razavi with 48,964.
The southern province
of Khuzestan, which is
now an epicenter of the
virus, registered 31,942
official unemployment
applications.Mazandaran
and Gilan, whichemerged
as the hardest-hit
provincesatthe startof
thepandemicinIranhave
recorded 30,880 and
21,579 unemployment
files. The amount of
unemployment benefit
is 8.25 million rials per
month, which would be
granted for threemonths.



called “maximum pressure” policy, which theyhaveadopted tobring
thelraniannationtoitsknees, willbethembeingstruckbytheIranian
nation’spunch.The Supreme Leader ofthe IslamicRevolutionadded,
“ByAllah’sgrace, the enemieshave alwayshitabrickwallin pursuing
their plans,and they are not capable of achieving their goals.”His
Eminencereferredtothe enemies’incessant efforts toneutralize
everymove forreformand change inthe IslamicRepublicby causing

yearimprisonmentof people who
bring down symbols of slavery
andracismandaboutseparating
the children ofimmigrants from
theirparents, hesaid, “Of course,
thereisnotrace oftheseacts of
lawlessnessin Westernmovies.”

IfTraniannationdoesits duty,
“maximum pressure" policy willbe
punchto US: Leader

Ontheanniversary ofthe martyrdom of Ayatollah Dr. Beheshtiand
his companions, the National Conference ofthe Judiciary was held
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Saddam’s
accomplicesin
chemical attacks
againstIran

shouldbe sued

Top military Aide to the
Leader of the Islamic
Revolution said those
who supported the
formerIraqidictatorin
using chemical weapons
againstIran during the
eight-yearwar should be
putontrial.

“Saddam committed
the gravest crimes
against humanity by
launching 252 chemical
bombardments on the
Iranian cities during the
eight-year Imposed War
[1980-1988],” Major
General Yahya Rahim
Safavisaid on Sunday, on
thesidelines ofanational
conference on passive
defenseagainstchemical
weapons.

“Those who provided
Saddam with chemical
weapons during the
war and turned a blind
eye on his brutalities,
are accomplices in
his crimes against the
Iranian nation and the
martyrdom ofthousands
of Iranian soldiers,” he
added.

Major General Safavi
stressed, “Saddam’s
supporters during the
Imposed War should be
putontrialin The Hague
[International Court of
Justice].”

Elsewhere, the senior
military commander
noted that the Iranian
scientistsin the defense
sector have made
considerable progress
in the field of chemical
elements, as well as
other defensive aspects,
through the pastyears,
toremove the specter of
war from the country.
“We have carried out
significantresearches
and have had
breakthroughs in the
microbial, biological
and chemical fields,” he
added.

On June 28, 1987,
Saddam Hussein's
regime used the
chemical weapons made
by Western countries
against civilians of
Sardasht, northwest of
Iran, to make the Islamic
Republicthe first victim
of chemical weapons.
As a result of this war
crime, some 130 out of
12,000 peopleresidingin
Sardashtlosttheirlives
while more than 8,000
others sufferedinjuries.
Although 33 years have
passed since the attack,
peoplearestill suffering
fromits consequences.

the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei's attending via videoconference.Imam Khamenei
stressed the necessity of protecting the country againstthe enmities
ofthe USand England and againstthe measuresadopted by European
governments. Hestated thatifthe Iranian nation carries outitsduties,
theywillnotbeable toachieve their goals and theresultof their so-

anuproarinthemediaand provokingmisgivingsand pessimisminthe
publicopinionasoneofthedifficultiesinbringingaboutmajor change.
Hesaid, “The only effective way to confrontall elementsand agents,
which areagainstchange, involves refusingtobe passive, showing
resistance, relyingon Godand continuing courageously onthe path to
change."Referringtothe statements ofthe US Presidentabouttheten-

COVIDI19-restrictions to resume in areas

with ‘red’ condition: Rouhani

President Hassan Rouhani pointed to the
possibility of resuming coronavirus-related
restrictionissomeareas ofthe country.

. m Speakinginasession
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Headquarters on
NEWS Sunday, Rouhani
m_ said thatprovinces

that have cities with ‘red’
conditionregardingthespread
ofthe COVID-19 canre-impose
restrictions forone weekafter
theratification of theirrequest
by Health Ministryand the HQ,
addingthatlimitationscanalso
beextendedifnecessary.
Rouhaniwenton to say that
wearing face masks will
be mandatory as of July 5in
crowded areas and indoor
places.

"Today, despite the problems
caused by sanctions and
coronavirus, we donotneed
toborrow from outside and
the central bank, butwe need
unity, cooperationand helping
eachother”said the President,
according to his official
website.
Statingthattheyear 1399is
the mostdifficultyearinthe
countryinterms ofeconomic
pressure of the enemy and
coronavirus, headded "Itisa

time of solidarity and victory,
and with unity and cohesion,
Godwillgrantusvictory””

The Presidentalso stressed
theimportance of observing
health protocols to fight
coronavirusand thatwe have
no second choice, adding,
"From July 5, wearing masks
inall publicgatheringswillbe
mandatory."
Rouhanidescribed theactions
of all sectorsin the country
in fighting coronavirus
unprecedented and pointed
out that to date, no cure or
vaccine for coronavirus has
been found and that this
situationmay continueand we
mustprepareourselvesforthe
long term, adding, "We must
notletapeakhappeninany

SIS,
Wrre

()

province,andall people should
help, because the sudden
surge of the disease puts the
country's medical jihadists
undermorepressure.’

He referred to the topic of
increasingrentsand said that
accordingto theresolution of
the HQ, from tomorrow, rents
should not be raised more
than 25 percent in Tehran,
more than 20 percent in
metropolitanareasand more
than 15 percentin other cities
comparedtolastyear.

Atthebeginningofhisspeech,
Rouhani congratulated the
Judiciary Week and said,
"The year 1981 was a very
difficultyear for the people
and very bitter incidents
tookplaceinthatyear.Itwas

W) )

thenthataveryhigh-ranking
figure of our country, martyr
Ayatollah Beheshti, and
72 of his companions were
martyred, and some others
werewounded.”

Rouhanisaid, "Theincident

was so important that
our enemies and the anti-
revolutionaries thoughtthey
could carry outthefinal strike
onthesystemandsaid thatthe
Islamic Consultative Assembly
would no longer be in the
majority and that conditions
wouldnotberipeforelections
totakeplace.”

The President said, "Imam
Khomeini (RA) really changed
thecountryonJune28incident
withallhismightand thenall
peoplejoined”.

US HasNo Respect

[ran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif said Washington’s “inhumane”
sanctions have prevented Iranian victims
of chemical warfare from accessing the
medicinetheyneed.
TheUSadministrationdid notknowanything
abouthumanrightswhenitwaswitnessing
the use of chemical weapons againstIran
during theimposed war with Iraq, Zarif
said on Saturday speakingata ceremony
to commemorate the victims ofthe 1981
Sardashtchemicalattack.

“Itdoesnotrecognize humanrights when
imposing sanctions. Washington doesnot

f()l' Hmnan evenrespecthumanrightsinitseconomic
o o terrorism,” he added.The top diplomat
ngllts Evenin underlined thatinthe tragedy of Sardasht,
CO m]‘ one canseetwomanifestations ofhumanity

Its E .110 ¢ andsavageryatthe sametime. However, Iran
Tel'l'()l'lsm: FM didnotviolatehuman principlesin the face of

savagery.‘Morality and the power of selfless
peopleneverletthemgobeyond thelimits of
humanitarianprinciples. The Iraniannation
neverretaliated and thishonorwasrecorded
fortheIslamicRepublicinhistory.Irandoes
notviolate humanitarian principlesin the
face of oppressionand savagery.’Located
inIran's northwestern province of West
Azarbaijan, Sardashtwasthe third cityinthe
worldafterJapan’s Hiroshimaand Nagasaki
to become a target of weapons of mass
destruction. The attackon Sardashtleft 650

civilianskilled.

minister.

Elsewhereinhisremarks, Zarif mentioned
the United Nations has repeatedly
investigated both the Islamic Republic of
Iran's concern over the use of chemical
weapons by Iraq and the Iraqis’ claims
against Iran.However, he said, in all of
theseinvestigationsithas come to the firm
conclusionthatitwasSaddam'sregimethat
used chemicalweapons.

The first time the UN Security Council
condemned Iraq'suse of chemicalweapons
was atthe end of the Iran-Iraq war, Zarif
underscored.“Today, throughitsinhumane
sanctions, the United Statesis preventing
(exportof) themedicineneeded for chemical
(warfare) victims; the drugs needed for
othervictimsaswellasthe drugsneeded for
variouspatients,’ stressed the Iranian foreign

Europeans will not confiront

U.Sover Iran butremain silent;
Expert

“Strategically TrumpknowstheJCPOAisgood forthe U.S,Middle East,
and the World; but for political reasons, to please his conservative,
white Americanand Jewish constituentswhoareveryinfluentialin
the US, hewantstodestroyit.” AnInternational relations expertatthe
National University of Singaporetold ILNA.

Inan exclusive interview with ILNA news agency, the associate
professorinthe Departmentof Political Science at the National
University of Singapore Bilveer Singh said “So Trump hasbeen
prepared toundermine USinterestsforthesake ofhispoliticalagenda
andthelobbiesthatsupporthimespIsrael.”

“Thisisirrational butthatis U.S politics for us,and laughable but
somethingthatwill ensure the Middle Eastremains on the boil; my
advice, Iran should continue tobuilditsall-round power to face the
madmen, beinthe US orIsrael.’Askedifthe US government would

eventuallybeabletorenewaUNarmsembargoonlIran, Singhsaid
“U.Spresidentisveryweakand poorinforeignpolicyandhehasbeen
ledbyhis pro-Jewish friendstobeanti-Iranand pro-Israel,and hence
thepoliciessincehebecame President.”
“Aslongas Trump pursuesanti-Teheran policies, whichmeansbeing
pro-Israel and why the shift of the US embassy to Jerusalem, itis
somethingnatural that Trump doeswithoutmuch thinking.”
The international affairs expert went on to say about European
policiesagainstIranand added thatactually, Europe has abetter
sense of [ran than the US; but the Europeans are too weak and
divided; theywillnotconfrontthe USbutremainsilent, etc.“The key
is Chinaand Russia.IfMoscow and Beijing can extend armsto Iran,
andIrandevelopslocalarmsindustries, thenthe USembargowillbe
meaningless.”“IthinkIranmustplay good politicsathome [be strong
throughgoodleadershipandunited people],and good foreign policy
bybeingabletoundermine USgoalsinthe Middle Eastand winning
strongfriendstoundermine USinterests,espin Moscowand Beijing,’
theassociate professorsuggested.He pointed to U.Snext presidential
electionand confirmed “Ithinkayearago, most people would have

Attheend ofHisstatements, Imam
Khamenei stated that the issue of
Coronaisnotyetover.He called onthe
people and officials to take seriously the
observanceofhealthguidelinesand preventivemeasures
inordertopreventthevirusfromspreadinginthe countryagain.

NEWS

No conclusionon Parchingas
explosion’s link with cyber-
attack: Jalali

Head of Iran's Passive Defense Organization
Brigadier General Gholamreza Jalali said that
investigationsare underway on the explosion ofa
gas storage facility in Parchin, east of Tehran.
Speakingtoreporters onthe sideline ofalocal
eventin Tehran, he wasasked aboutclaims made
by the [sraeliregime’s officialsabout the hacking
offacilities in Parchin.

“Aslongasthereisno conclusion ontheissue,
we cannot comment on whether gas facilities’
explosion in Parchin has been caused by the
hacking of computer systems,” he said.
“Thisisbecause cyberissuesare complicated
andneed analysis, so,aslongasthis processisnot
completed, one cannotmake adefinite statement,”
headded.

Images and videos of a massive explosion in
eastof Tehran wentviral around 00:30 amlocal
time on Friday (08:00 p.m.GMT on Thursday).
Defense Ministry announced thatthe explosion
wasrelated to a gas storage facilityand no one has
beeninjured.

Head ofthe Defense Ministry’s Public Relations
Office, Second Brigadier General Davud Abdi said
on Friday thattheincident “was caused by aleakin
agastankintheParchinarea.”
“Theincidentoccurred onahillwhichwasnota
residential areaand thereforenoonewasinjured,”’
headded.

Iran, Iraqneed to boost
cooperation, peace, security:
Interior Minister

Iran’s Interior Minister, Abdolreza Rahmani-
Fazliheld a phone conversation with its Iraqi
counterpart Othman Al-Ghanimi, stressing that
development, security and peace should be
strengthened for the two nations.

Duringthe phone conversation, Rahmani-Fazli
said, “Iranand Iraq can cooperateinvarious fields
including fighting againstterrorism, organized
crime,and armsand drug trafficking”.

He further noted that the police of the two
countries can collaborate to maintain security of
borders.

TheIraniantop diplomatinvited the Iraqi minister
to visit Iran, expressing the hope that at the
upcoming meeting the two sideswould ink the
security MoU thathad been prepared.
Rahmani-Fazlialso expressed Iran’sreadiness
toshareits experiencesinthe field of fighting the
coronavirous.

Othman Al-Ghanimi, for his part, said that the
two states can cooperate in security, political,
economic,and health areas.

“Security between the two countriesislargely
established and the two sides shouldn’tallow their
landstobeused againstthe neighboring states,”
headded.

thought
that Trump would ‘walk-in’

intothe White House for the second time. However, today, ithas
becomeuncertain.”“Trumpfailureto dealwiththetradeand economic
issuesathome and failure to deal with Chinain the trade war; the
failuretomanage COVID-19 with disastrous consequences forthe US
publicand now;, the George Floyd incident-all ofthese have gravely
hurt Trump while benefittedJoe Biden.”
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IfTranian nation does

National Unity Keyto Eradicating COVID-19: Iran

President

PresidentHassan Rouhanihighlighted Iran’s good handling of the COVID-19
crisis, stressing national unity askey touprooting the viral disease.Speakingat
ameetingofthe Coronavirus Battle National Headquartersin Tehran on Sunday,
joined by provincial governorsviavideolinks, Rouhanihailed the Iranian people’s
cooperationinthe fightagainstthe outbreakand the relentless efforts made by the
country’sofficialsinthe pastmonths.Efforts (so far) madeby Health Ministry, ourindustry

20000 Rials

section, and the Central Bank of Iran (to contain the virus and its consequences) arerareinits kind,”
Rouhanisaid.Headded, “Greatworkhasbeen goingonbut this doesnotmean thatall problemsare over”.
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The president further called for unityamong the country’s three branches of power to tackle people’s
problemsamid the pandemic.
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B Routine Iran-UAE
flights resume
US Has No Respect o gh ) 1 ]
. ightsbetweenIranan
for Human nghts the United Arab Emirates
Evenin Its Economic (UAE) returned tonormal,
e . Iran's Embassy in Abu
Terrorism: FM Dhabi announced on
Saturday.Iranianairlines
Urmia Lake can directly make their
ComingBack demands and receive
Sl 1 permission from the UAE,
owly o theEmbassysaid througha

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

statement.After following-
up measures taken by
the Iranian Embassy,

04:19:31 permissionhasbeengiven
Noon call to prayer : ;‘_’ fhlg; f?(;l;ﬁr‘a:’to"[l;’;gate

1 .
13:06:55 &

Evening call to prayer:
20:35:12

Passengers should see
https://smartservices.
ica.gov.ae to get
coronavirus test before

fly]ﬂg’ according to
[ranian Embassy.
Flights worldwide were
postponed after the
December2019 outbreak

High:37°c
Low:17°%

of the coronavirus
pandemic across the
world.
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Majority of Jobholders Lack
Health, Retirement Benefits

Iran's Iron Ore Exports in Steady Decline

Iran has been reducing the exportofiron orein the

pastfew yearsinline with plans to curb the export

ofunprocessed minerals and encourage the mining

industry to create added value, Deputy Minister of

Industries, Miningand Trade Dariush Esmaeilisaid.

“Some 6 million tons ofiron ore were exported
from Iran during the last fiscal year [ended
March 19,2020], which constituted ameager
6.7% share of the country’s 90-million-ton
annual output,”hewasquotedassayingbyIRIB
News.

The countryexportedlessthan 500,000 tons of
ironoreduringthefirstquarter ofthe current
[ranianyear [March 20-June 20],headded.
Datareleased bythe Iranian Minesand Mining
Industries Development and Renovation
Organizationshowthatatotal of 17 milliontons
ofironorewereexported fromIranduringthe
yearendingMarch2019.

According to Esmaeili, Iran’siron ore exports
stoodataround 20 milliontons perannumabout
adecadeago.

Inabidto preventthe exportofunprocessed
mineralsand meettherequirementsof domestic
producers forrawmaterials, Iran haslevied 20-
25% duty onthe exportofraw minerals since
September23,2019.

Ironore hasbeenatthe forefrontofthe new
restrictive measure, as experts warn Iranis
facingashortage of iron ore to feed its steel
industriesinthenearfuture.
Exportsofironoreconcentratesand pelletshave
seen25%duties.

Iranaccounts forabout 3% of globaliron ore
reservesestimated at4.5 billion tonswith over
200oredeposits.

Latestdatashowcloseto7.96 milliontonsofiron
oreconcentrateswere producedinlranduring
thefirsttwo months of the currentfiscal year
(March 20-May 20) toregistera 2% decrease
comparedwith the correspondingperiod ofthe
yearbefore.

Golgohar Mining and Industrial Complex
accounted for 2.52 million tons of the total
output (down 10% YOY), followed by
Chadormalu Miningand Industrial Complex

with 1.74 million tons (down 6% YOY), Middle
EastMinesand MiningIndustries Development
Holding Company with 1.2 million tons (up
28%Y0Y), GoharzaminIron Ore Companywith
770,118tons (up5%YOY),Iran CentrallronOre
Companywith 644,115tons (down 18% YOY),
Opal Parsian Sanganwith 420,490 tons (down
14%YO0Y),National DevelopmentIndustrialand
Mineral Co.with 385,295 tons (down 27%YQY),
SabanourMiningand Industrial Development
Companywith 181,072 tons (up84%YOY) and
Jalalabad Iron Ore Complex with 92,963 tons
(up25%Y0Y).
Atotalof7.15milliontonsofironorepelletswere
produced duringthe same period, registeringa
1%year-on-yeardecline.

Golgohar wasthelargest producer with 2.05
million tons (down 1% YOY), followed by
Mobarakeh Steel Company with 1.25 million
tons (down 5%), MIDHCOwith 1.1 milliontons,
postingnosignificantchange YOY,Khouzestan
Steel Companywith 896,116 (down 17%YOY),
Opal Parsian Sanganwith 547,339 tons (down
12%Y0Y), Chadormaluwith 525,870 tons
(down25%Y0Y),Sangan Mineraland Industrial
Company with 456,441 tons (up 113%YOY),
Khorasan Steel Companywith 223,815 tons (up
215%YO0Y),Sabanourwith 75,964 tons (up31%
YOY) and Miningand Industrial Development
Companywith27,180tons.

Two iron ore processing units, namely
Sangan Iron Ore Concentrate Plant and
Sanabad Pellet Plant bothlocated in city of
Sangan, in Khaf County of northeastern
Khorasan RazaviProvince, were inaugurated
onJune 11,by President Hassan Rouhanivia
videoconferencing.

Thefirstphase of Sangan Mineraland Industrial
Company’s Sangan Concentrate Planthasa
capacityof 5milliontonsofironore concentrates
peryear. Thisplanthascreated 500 directjobs.
Asthe ManagingDirector of Sangan Mineraland
Industrial Company (knownas SIMIDCO) Ali
Emraeitold ILNA, 38 trillionrials (about$200
million) havebeeninvestedin this project.
Sanabad Tose'e Faragir Industrialand Mineral
Company’s Pellet Plant has a production
capacity of 2.5 milliontonsannually, Mehr News
Agencyreported.

production, 175 projectshave beenlaunched by Iran’s major

carmaker Iran Khodro (IKCO), the company’s CEO said.

Farshad Moqimi said the projects are
expected to slash demand for auto parts
imports and curb capital flight by €246
million, the automaker’s website [kcopress.
irreported.

To accelerate the projects, IKCO entered
intoanagreementwith Iran’s Tejarat Bank
during a Thursday eventto support small-
and medium-sized domestic auto parts
producers.

The projectsinclude the production ofa
large number of key parts for passengerand
commercial vehicles,and would hopefully
supply IKCO auto productionlines.
Speakingatthe event,Moqimisaid continuing
endeavors forlocalization of parts creates
jobsand minimizesthe country’sdependency
on foreign sources, besides saving forex
reserves. Reza Dolatabadi, the head of the
bank, said heistryingtostrengthenthebank’s
roleintheautosector.

“Tejarat Bankwill help develop the industry
within its boundaries but with a higher
capacity thanbefore,” headded.

The signing ceremony was also attended
by representatives from the Industries
Ministry, Industrial Development and
Renovation Organization of [ran, Auto Part
Makers Association and directors of several
knowledge-based companies.
Self-Sufficiency
Elaboratingonlocalization plansin March,
the Industries Ministry told local media
outlets thatwith the domestic development
and production of 70 key auto partssince July
2019, Iran’sautomotive industry has curbed
capital flightamountingto€127 million.
Theinitiative toincrease the share of domestic
auto partsinlocal production waslaunched
by the Industries Ministry.

Several meetings have been held in the past
fewmonths between government officials
andindustryinsidersinthisrespect.

IKCO Launches 175 Projects for Auto
Parts Localization

Inline with efforts to deepen the localization of auto parts

According to Saeed Zarandi, a deputy
industries minister, during these
meetings, deals were forged with domestic
manufacturers for the production of 68
key auto parts and several high-tech items
importedinthepast.

Zarandi said the ultimate goal is to save
up to €400 million annually through the
localization of more auto parts, for which
more meetings willbeheld soon.

The ministry’sinitiative also applauded
similar moves by carmakersthemselves.
According to IKCO, the company has
signed several agreements with domestic
industrial units and small- and medium-
sized enterprises to mass produce 32 key
auto parts, whichwillsaveup to€16.7 million
annually.

Officials hope that the efforts will yield
sustainable benefits for the domesticauto
industry.

Earlier in December 2019, the company
announced thatitwill utilize the technical
and engineering expertise of eightindustrial
companies affiliated to the ministry to curb
theautoindustry’sreliance onimports.
Defense Ministry’s Role

Iran's Defense Ministry had also undertaken
ashareintheinitiative by signingadeal in
December 2019 withlocal carmanufacturing
company SAIPA to curb the auto sector's
reliance on foreign parts.

[ranian car companies depend on auto
partsimports, especially key electronics, for
producingvehicles. Following the imposition
ofharsh USsanctionsagainst Tehran, thelocal
firms’ ties to the global supply chain were
disrupted and the importof partsbegan to
trickle.Defense Minister Amir Hatami signed
anagreementwith SAIPAlastyeartobolster
collaborationinresearchand development,
design, technicalmonitoring, safety standards
andlocalization of parts.

Seyyed Javad Soleimani, CEO of SAIPA, said,
“With the Defense Ministry’s help, domestic
substitutes for 35 key auto parts are to be
produced in Iran to curb the industry’s
reliance onthe global supply chain.”
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