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Incheh Borun rail border with

Turkmenistan reopens after
4-month hiatus: IRICA

Spokesman for the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration [IRICA] on Tue.revealed
thereopening of Incheh Borun rail border with

Thursday ,June 25, 2020, No. 529

Turkmenistan after four-month hiatus due to the
spread of coronavirus, COVID-19.

With admitting 30 wagons of export cement to
Turkmenistan, the rail line of Incheh Borun to
Turkmenistan was reopened after four-month hiatus,
Seyyed Rouhollah Latifi stated.

Hewenton to say that 30 wagons of cement, as weight
as 1,950 tons, was exported from Incheh Borun
Borderin Golestan province to Turkmenistan on Tue.
viarailand road routes.

Latifi further noted thatsix other wagons of products
were exported from Lotfabad Customsin Khorasan
Razavi province toneighboring Turkmenistan after
fourmonths.

More than 120 export products and commodities
were exported to Turkmenistan via Sarakhs
Border Crossing since last week, IRICA spokesman
highlighted.

With the reopening ofraillines between Iran and
Turkmenistan as well asinauguration of Friendship
Bridge in Sarakhs Border Crossing, itis expected
thatroad routes between the two countries will be
reopened, henoted.

Iranian Cargo Ship Carrying

Food Docks in Venezuela

AnIranian-flagged cargo ship has docked in the
Venezuelan portofLa Guaira carrying food to supply
the South Americannation,areportsaid.
Accordingto shipping data from the tracking website
MarineTraffic, the ship, called Golsan, moored at
Venezuela'snorthern portofLa Guairaon Monday
night, Reutersreported.

Ithadleft Shahid Rajaei portin southernIran more
thanamonthagoand sailed through the Suez Canal.
The Golsan approached Caribbean waters Friday
followingahigh-seasjourney from Iran.

The US seeks to oust Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, backinghis political rival Juan Guaidé.
Maduro blames many of the problems on US sanctions
and other measures to undermine his rule. He says
the USwantstoinstallapuppetgovernmentsoitcan
exploitVenezuela's vastresources.

Former US National Security Adviser John Bolton
writesin hisbook that President Donald Trump
hadinsisted on military options against the South
Americannation, because “it’s really part of the
United States.”

However, Maduro remains in power, and deep
gasoline shortages that recently hit the capital
of Caracas have eased since the Iranian tankers
delivered fuel.

WithIran'srecenttechnical help, Venezuelahasalso
managed to getthe Paraguana Refinery Complex,
oneofthelargestinthe world, partially workingand
producinggasoline.

Rial Bashing Continues

Iranian rial hitnew lows against major currencies
on Tuesday with the US dollar breaking above the
psychological 200,000 rials.

After tumblingnearthe critical level aday earlier, the
greenbackbroke through theresistancelevel closing
at201,700rialsat Tehran’s open market, marking the
highestever depreciation of the national currency.
Thedollarwas traded ashighas 204,700 rials during
thetradingsession.

Other currencies followed suit. One euro fetched
226,000 rials, up more than 2% compared to
Monday’s close. The UK pound sterling rose 8,000
rialsto 250,000 rials. The UAE dirham was worth
56,850rials.

Tel:031-32274500

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

SMS:30007232

Iran purchases its needed goods in
exchange for exporting electricity:; official

“U.SsanctionsonIranare worse than Qil-

for-Food program,”a spokesman ofthe

Iranian Oil, Gasand Petrochemical Products

Exporters'Uniontold.
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Speaking to ILNA
news agency
correspondent
Seyyed  Hamid
Hosseini pointed
the recent
agreement
between Iranand Iraqand
said “Itwasagreed thatIran
topurchaseitsneededitems
andthattheIragibankwould
pay for them from Iran’s
financial resources in this
country.

“Iran will be using its
resources in Iraq to buy
non-sanctioned and basic
commodities so that the
country'sbankdoesnotget
intotrouble,” he confirmed
TheIranian official stressed
the “Oil-for-Food program
was intended to allow the
embargoed country to sell
oil on the world marketin
exchange for food, but the
United Stateshasdone worse
thanIranandseekstoreduce

Iran'soil exportstozero.”
“The Iraqi side has
announced thatitwill pay for
any goods we buy from any
country, whether European
or Asian. Those goods enter
Irandirectlyandthe cargois
notgoingtogotolraq.”
Afterthetriptolraqon]June
17, the Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
wrote about his eight-
hourtrip to Iraq by posting
on Instagram: "Today's
(Wednesday) talks on

how to implement the
memorandum and use the
CBI'sresourcestobuy basic
goods and medicine have
yielded goodresults."

He continued "Lastyear, we
signed a good agreement
onhowtouse the sources of
gasand electricity exportsto
Iraq. However, due to some
problems,thememorandum
was not fully operational.”
Heannounced that Baghdad
had agreed to settle its gas
and electricity-related debts

to Tehran by providing food
andmedicinetolran.

[raqi Prime Minister Al-
Kazemi also said that we
have a fullagreement with
Iran on how to solve the
problems of money transfer
through supplying food and
basicgoodsand thatwe will
cooperate. Inaddition, Iraqi
businessmenareinterested
in cooperating, and I have
personally ordered thatthe
problemsrelatedtolran's
paymenttoberesolved.

Asiastocksatfour-month top
asmarkets stay stubbornly
optimistic

Asian shares cleared a four-month high on
Wednesday asinvestors remained stubbornly
upbeatonthe outlook forare-openingofthe
globaleconomyevenas cases ofthe coronavirus
lookedtobeacceleratingtonewpeaks.
MSCI'sbroadestindex of Asia-Pacific shares
outsideJapanadded 0.5% toreachitshighest
since pandemic lockdowns first cratered
marketsin early March.South Korealed with
arise of 1.6%, while Japan’s Nikkei was held
flatbyafirmyen. E-Mini futures for the S&P
500reversed earlylossesto gain 0.2%, while
EUROSTOXX 50 futureslagged withaloss of
0.3%.0nWallStreet,the Dowhadended Tuesday
0.5%higher, whilethe S&P 500 gained 0.4%and
theNasdaq0.7%.

News on the coronavirus was hardly
encouraging with several U.S. states seeing
record infectionsand the death tollin Latin
Americapassing 100,000 on Tuesday,according
toaReuterstally.The European Unioniseven

preparedtobarU.S.travelersbecause of the
surge of casesin the country, puttingitinthe
same categoryasBraziland Russia, the New York
Timesreported.Yetthe marketassumesthere
isaveryhighbar to shuttingdown economies
again, so theimpactonbusinessactivity will
notbetoo great.The dogged optimism about
the global economy was supported by upbeat
surveys of manufacturing from Europe, with
France a stand-outaslockdownloosening
thereled toamodestreturnto growth.That
followed solid Junereadings frommuch of Asia,
thoughJapandid disappoint.“One surprise
intherecentdatahasbeentheresiliency of
activity datainemerging Asiaevenastheglobal
economy slowed sharplyand global demand
remains below pre-pandemic levels,” said
analystsat]JPMorganinanote.“This outcome
largely appearstobe due to the tech sector
outperforming non-tech, mostlikelyreflecting
inpartatemporary work-from-homeboostto
demand."Thebetter European datacombined
with the positive risk mood to keep the U.S.
dollarunder pressure. Againstabasketof major
currencies, itslipped backto 96.578 fromatop

0f97.719atthestartofthe week.Theeuroedged
upto$1.1320,havingbeenaslowas$1.1167 on
Monday, while the dollar eased to 106.50 yen
aftertouchingasix-weeklowof106.06atone
stage.“Thedollarandrisksentimentarelikely to
remainbroadly negatively correlated, barring
theU.S.displayingclearand enduringleadership
intheglobal economicrecovery,somethinghard
tosquare with the grim U.S.news on COVID,”
said Ray Attrill, head of FX strategy at NAB.The
New Zealand dollar eased after the country’s
centralbanksaiditmighthavetodoyetmoreto
stimulate the economy, including cuttingrates
further, expanding bond purchases or even
buying foreign assets.In commodity markets,
the declinein the dollar and endless cheap
liquidity from central banks helpedliftgold to
itshighestsince October 2012. The metal was
lastat$1,770an ounce.Oil futures eased from
four-month highsafter U.S.crude inventories
roseasurprisinglylarge 1.7 million barrelslast
week,accordingtoindustrydata. Thatcompares
withanalysts’expectationsfora300,000-barrel
build.U.S.governmentdatawillbereleased on
Wednesday.
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Rail exchanges between Iran
and Turkmenistan resumed via
Inche Borounborderin Golestan
province late on Tuesday aftera
haltof100 days duetothe spread
of coronavirus.Director of the
provincial Railways Company
Mehdi Abdelkarimzadeh told
IRNA late on Tuesday that with
theresumption ofrail exchanges
between the two countries, 30
wagons carrying cement from
Iran entered Turkmenistan while
observing health protocols, in
order to supply the product to
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, as

Iran, Turkmenistan resume rail

well as to Turkmenistan itself.
Sincethetradeexchangesbetween
Iran and Turkmenistan was
halted, especially through the two
countries' railways, 131 wagons
carrying cement, hardware,
ceramictiles, plasticmaterialsand
children'stoys, oreand glasshave
beenwaitingatthe Incheh Boroun
railway station, hesaid.

The remaining wagons will
graduallyleave for Turkmenistan
and other Central Asian countries,
in compliance with health
protocols and passing through
disinfection tunnels,headded.
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What's News

Iran Pres says
CBI capable of
harnessing forex
fluctuations
Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani
announced on
Wednesday that the
Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) is capable of
getting fluctuations
in the forext market
under control.
Fluctuations in the
forex market go back
totwo orthree months
ago [afterthe outbreak
of coronavirus
pandemic in Iran in
February], President
Rouhani said at the
cabinetsessionheldin
Tehran thismorning.
Conditions in the
country are slowly
improving, said the
president, expressing
satisfaction over
the amount of oil
and non-oil exports
duringthe pastmonth.
Despite the enemies'
psychological

propaganda, the
government has
been working to

remove obstacles in
thisregard, headded.
As the president
stressed, the Judiciary
will confront those
who misuse the forex
marketto putpressure
onpeople.Aboutlran's
exports, the president
stated thatthe country
will witness 41 billion
dollars' worth ofnon-
oil exports up to the
end of the Iranian
calendar year on
March 20,2021.

SCI Reviews
Fiscal 2019-

20 Household
Income,
Expenses

Iranian households
living in urban areas
spent an average of
474,379,000 rials
($2,405) in the last
Iranian year (March
2019-20),20.6% more
thaninthe preceding
year, the Statistical
Center oflran'slatest
report shows. Food
and tobacco with
117,529,000 rials
or $595 accounted
for 24.8% of total
expenditures, whereas
expenditure on non-
food category stood
at 356,850,000
rials or $1,809,
accounting for 75.2%
of total spending.
Meat accounted for
22% (the biggest
share) of the overall
urban households’
expendituresin food
category.
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TIAEA BoG
made a strategic
mistake toward
Iran: Gen.

Sanaei

Deputy Commander of
the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC)
for Political Affairs
warned that the
“strategic mistake”
by the International
AtomicEnergy Agency’s
Board of Governors
willundermine Iran’s
cooperation with the
nuclearbody.

“The International
Atomic Energy Agency
made a strategic
mistake by its recent
decision over an anti-
Iran resolution; this
will challenge [Iran’s]
cooperation with the
Agency,” Brigadier
General Rasoul Sanaei-
Rad told Mehr News on
Wednesday.

“The three European
countries that
failed to fulfill their
commitments to the
nucleardeal (JCPOA) as
well their pledges after
the US’ withdrawal from
the deal, have now voted
to pass an anti-Iran
resolutionbased on the
fake claims ofthe USand
the Israeliregime,” the
general said.

He added that “the
IAEA’s new resolution
isinconsistentwith the
formerlegal principles
and practices of the
international atomic
body, which notonly has
questioned the dignity
ofthe European parties
tothe JCPOA, butitalso
has made a negative
impact on the future of
Tehran’s cooperation
withthe[AEA”
OnFriday, June 19, the
International Atomic
Energy Agency’s Board
of Governors adopted
a resolution drafted
by the UK, France and
Germany calling on
Iran to grant the [AEA
accessto twolocations
amid allegations of
undeclared nuclear
activities.

Iran has said the [AEA
Board resolutions are
not legally binding,
stressing that the
information obtained
via espionage by the
Israeli regime which
isnow the basis of the
Agency’s requests is
invalid and unverifiable.
Iran’s ambassador
to the Agency said
the adoption of the
resolution would
neither encourage nor
coerce Tehran to grant
access.

=

Iran’s Top Security Official

Slams E3 for Adopting Anti-
Iran Resolution

- Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council Ali Shamkhanislammed the UK, France, and
Germany — the European partiestothe 2015 Iran
deal — for playing into the hands of Washington
and helpingadoptan anti-Iranian resolution atthe

Tuesday.

International Atomic Energy Agency.

“In his book, Bolton called Trump a ‘stupid & idiot,
and Trump called him a ‘Inadequate stupid’. Why

accord.

did Europe ignore the common outcome of two
incompetentidiotsinleaving #]CPOA and played
into their ground by presenting an anti-Iranian
resolution?” Shamkhani wondered in a tweet on

Theresolution called on Iran to allow access to two
sites thatIsrael-sourced reports claim are related to
Tehran’s nuclear program. Tehran condemned the
resolution, which was likewise strongly rebuffed by
China and Russia, two other parties to the nuclear

The 35-memberIAEA board passed theresolution on
Friday,demandingaccessto two old places they claim

nuclear work may have
beendonethere.
Nine countries out
of 35 members to
the IAEA board
did notvote for the
resolution. China
and Russia voted
againsttheresolution
and Thailand, Mongolia,

Niger, South Africa, India,
Pakistan and the Republic of
Azerbaijan abstained to vote.

Iran still ready to accept IAEA’s legal
monitoring: President Rouhani

Iran’s President stressed the importance
of maintaining the reputation and status
ofthe International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) for the sake of the international
community and stressed, "ThebasisofIran's
workis cooperation with the International
Atomic Energy Agency, but the Agency
mustmaintainitsindependence and do not
deviate fromitslegal path under the United
Statesand the Zionist Regime’s pressures"”.

Speaking on
Wednesday at
cabinetsession, Dr.
Hassan Rouhani
said, "Iran is still

NEWS

T ready toacceptthe

legal monitoring of
thelAEAandto cooperatewith
itwithinthe frameworkofthe

law".
Thepresidentalsoresponded
toUSclaimsand propaganda
thattheyarereadytonegotiate
withIran, saying thatinstead
ofmakingbaselessstatements
fornegotiation,the Americans
had better return from the
wrongpaththeyhavetaken”.
President Rouhani added,
"Opening the space for the
gloriouspresence ofwomenin
variousactivitiesis one ofthe
honours ofthe government of
prudenceandhope”.

He continued, "Martyrs
Beheshtiand Motahari were
greatassetsthatwere taken
fromusandtheirreplacement
inourhistoryisvery difficult
and complicated”.
Statingthat, “We are the same
government that had the
highesteconomicgrowthin
theworldin2018,” Dr.Rouhani

added, "The currentproblems
ofthe society are due to the
sanctionsand coronavirus”.
“During the pastsixmonths,
allthe executive officials of the
country havenothad adayoff,
notevenduringbankholidays,
and until thelastminute and
second ofthegovernment, they
proudly continue toworkand
serve the greatnation of[ran
withthe samespiritofthefirst
hour!” continued the President.
He also went on to state, "I
am aware of the annoying
fluctuations in the price of
goods, butwe have the power
toovercometheseproblems”.
The President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran continued
saying, "Our oil and non-oil
exportsinjune weredifferent
from the previous three
months, and the situation is
graduallyimproving”.
Headded, "ImamKhomeini's
(RA) explicit fatwa was that
currency belongs to the
government and the price

of currency isrelated to the
government”.

“Those who are active in
the non-oil export line are
makingajihad, butwewillnot
allow certain people to take
advantage of non-oil exports
when people are under
pressure,”said Rouhani.

Dr. Rouhani also said that
people should know thatthe
government is determined
to control prices, adding,
"The government cannot
beindifferentto the price of
housing and rents, and the
proposalsarebeingcompleted,
and once they are finalized,
theywillhelppeopleregarding
rents”.Stating thatto solve the
housingproblem, the solution
is for everyone to participate
in housing production, he
continuedsaying, "Theprocess
of constructinghousing must
beaccelerated”.

“The government has many
facilities,and if these facilities
are provided, the situation

inthe country will change,”
continued the Presidentofthe
IslamicRepublicofIran.

Dr Rouhani also went on to
stated, "According to the
Minister of Health, following
theeffortsofHealth Defenders,
from next weekwe will seea
decreasein coronavirusinred
provinces such as Khuzestan,
Bushehr, Hormozgan,
Azerbaijanand Kurdistan”.
Headded, "ThebasisofIran's
workis cooperation with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, but the IAEA must
maintain its independence
anddonotdeviatefromitslegal
pathunderpressure fromthe
United States and the Zionist
Regime”.Stating that, “The
Agency'sreputationis very
importantfortheinternational
community,” President
Rouhanisaid, "Iranisstillready
toacceptthe Agency'slegal
monitoringand cooperatewith
itwithinthe framework ofthe
law”.

Iran not to negotiate
legitimate regional-
nationalinterests

The spokesman forIran's Mission to UN Alireza
MiryousefionWednesdaypointed tothe maximum
pressurepolicybythe USagainstIranwiththeaim
of puttingpressure onits peopleand said thatIran
willnevernegotiateitslegitimateregional national
interests.Inresponse to the Wall Street Journal
editorial “Iran’s Pre-Deal Deceptions”, Miryousefi
said thatthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA) addressed every concernregardingany
peacefulnuclearworkconducted by Iran.

He added that after two years of intensive
negotiationsall parties were satisfied thatall
issues, includingthe possible military dimensions
(PMD) file which was closed by IAEAin 2015,
wereaddressed.Yourimplication thatthey were
not addressed is fallacious and presumably
notendorsed by those countries thatnotonly
signed ontothe dealbutalso continued toremain,
participants, he further noted.Referring to the
otherpartsofthearticle, heurged to suggestthat
the U.S.shouldkeepits so-called “newleverage

builtby maximum pressure” isinhumane and
unjustbecause the maximum pressure policy is
nothingmorethankeepingtheillegal sanctions
in place with the aim of putting pressure on
the Iranian people.He reaffirmed that the US
policy has certainly affected our economy and
prevented—throughitsbullyingtacticsandillegal
extraterritorial sanctions—other countries
from conducting normal trade with Iran, but
[ranis mostassuredly notonitsknees,isnot
beggingforrenewed negotiationsand willnotever
negotiateitsentirely defensive missile programor
itslegitimateregional nationalinterests.

NEWS

'Borrell to spare no efforts to
save JCPOA'

Peter Stano, the spokesman for the High
Representative of the European Union For Foreign
Affairs, Josep Borrell” said that Borrell will spare no
effortto save the JCPOA.Peter Stano, the spokesman of
JosefBorrell, the High Representative of the European
Union For Foreign Affairs made the remarks on
Wednesday. He maintained thatthe European Union
is making efforts to pave the way for [AEA to carry
outitsverification measures with respectto Iran’s
nuclearactivities, stressing thatIranisalsorequested
to cooperate with IAEA completely according to the
safeguard agreements.He wenton to clarify thatthe
supportby some members of the European Union
over IAEA’s Anti-Iranresolution on June 19,and the
nuclear deal ofthe JCPOA are 2 separateissues,adding
thatBorrell asthe coordinator ofthe nuclear deal with
Iran makes all his efforts for maintenance of JCPOA.
Theremarks came outafter the EU’s troikaresolution
againstthe[slamic RepublicofIran was approved by
IAEA on Friday, June 19 despite the strong opposition
of Chinaand Russia.In thisresolution, three European
countriesincluding UK, Germany, and France backed
by the United States urged Iran to end preventing
IAEAinspectors’access totwo of itsnuclear sites and
fully cooperate with the International Atomic Energy
Agency.

Iran, Vietnam Agree to Boost

Cooperationamid COVID-19

Pandemic

Vietnamisready to shareits experience and support
Iraninits fightagainst the COVID-19 pandemic,
Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Minister Dang Minh
Khoisaid.Minh made the pledge recently duringa
telephone conversation with his Iranian counterpart
Abbas Araqchiregarding the currentsituation and
measures tobolster Vietnam-Iran relations amid the
complexities broughtaboutby COVID-19, the Voice
of Vietnamreported.The Vietnamese official spoke
highly of effortsby and theinitial success ofthe Iranian
governmentand peoplein curbingthe spread of the
pandemicand resuming some economicactivities.
Both sidesnoted that the two countries have ample
room for cooperation. Ministries, sectors, and
businesses, therefore, need to stand ready to further
strengthen bilateral ties once the pandemicis brought
under control.They agreed to continue carrying out
current cooperation mechanisms, giving priority to
the organization ofthe 10th meeting of the Vietnam-
Iran Intergovernmental Committee and to speeding
uptalks onagreements on extradition, the handover of
convicted persons,andjudicial support,amongothers.
For his part, Araqchi congratulated Vietnam on its
achievementsin the fightagainst COVID-19, saying
thatIran wantsto studyits experiencein thisregard.
Healsohighlyvalued Vietnam’s contributionsasanon-
permanentmember ofthe UN Security Counciland
the ASEAN Chairin2020,and voiced hishope thatthe
countrywill continue to upholditsroleand positionin
an effortto maintain peace, stability, cooperation,and
developmentintheregionand the world.

Israeliannexationplan

apparentviolation of
Palestinians'rights

Iran's Committee for the Supportofthe Islamic Revolution of the
Palestinian Peopleina statement on Wednesday, condemned
Zionists'annexation plan,nameditavivid violation of Palestinians'

rights.

Zionistsplantoannexsome partsofthe occupiedlandsin the West

Bank, thestatementsaid.

"Thisisacrueland inhumane plan which does notlegalize the
Zionistregimes'presence,'itadded underliningtheincompensable

resultsoftheplan.

Condemningthe named plan, the statementnoted thatthe Zionist
regimeis doomed to failure.The Zionist regime intends to annex
partsofthe West Bankoccupiedinthe 1967 wartoitsterritory. This
ispartof Trump’s “Deal ofthe Century” and hasangered Palestinians
andinternational communities suchasthe European Union.

Inthis plan, the Zionistregime annexes the West Banktownsand
the strategicJordanian Valley tothe Occupied Territories.
Foreign Minister of Palestinian National Authority, Riyad al-Maliki,
hascalled forthe formation ofaninternational frontagainstIsraeli

plantoannexpartofthe WestBank.

He called on the Security Council, the UN General Assembly, the ;
HumanRights Counciland the International CourtofJusticetotake |
actionagainstthelsraeliRegime.
He further said that the International community mustimpose
economicsanctionsontheZionistregime.
Executive Committee of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) atthelevel of foreign ministersaddressed the case onJune 10
byholdingan extraordinary meetingthroughvideo conference.By
reiteratingthe unwaveringstance and commitmentofthe Islamic
Republicoflranin defending Palestinian cause, Iran’s Deputy
Foreign Minister for International and Legal Affairs Mohsen
Baharvand expounded Tehran’s view on the currentthreats ofthe
Zionistregime,itsmainsponsori.e.the United States, and effective
solutiontoresolvethelongstandingand age-old crisisintheIslamic

He strongly condemned

the moves taken by the Zionistregime inannouncing the
relocation of its capital to Al-Quds [Jerusalem] as well asits plan
toannex parts of the occupied Palestinian and US’s support
for these measures and emphasized the definite inefficiency
ofthe policy of negotiation and appeasement with the Zionist
regime.
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IRGCto Finish Incomplete Hospital Projectsin Iran

Iran’s Khatamal-Anbia Construction Base,aconglomeratebelongingtothe
IslamicRevolution Guards Corps (IRGC), plansto complete the unfinished
hospital projectsacrossIran.Speakingtoreportersinthenorthern city of
Rashton Wednesday, Commander of Khatam al-Anbia Construction Base
Saeid Mohammad said the base has devised plans to ease the shortage of
hospitalbedsinIran.“Thenumber ofhospitalbedsinour countryis muchlower
thantheworld average,and suchadeficiency became cleareramid the coronavirus

crisis,’ thecommandernoted.Headded thatthe Khatamal-Anbia Construction Basehasdecided

20000 Rials toundertake to complete the bulk of unfinished hospitalsacross the country.The base has designed
and embarked on many good projectsin Iran, the commandersaid, adding thatthe conditions of
Thursday ,June 25, 2020, Iranian hospitalsinterms of number ofbeds will greatlyimprove within the nexttwo to three years.
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aircraft. And then
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ONE-WAY ranges.
Perhaps he could
also say how they

would fly back
to Iran having
exhausted their

fuel,” Zarif wrote on
his official Twitter
account.

Iran purchasesits needed goods in

exchange for exporting electricity; official

Breaking with Trump, Fauci Says US Will Do
'MoreTesting, Not Less'

Director of the US National Institute of Allergy and

Infectious Diseases Anthony Faucisaid Tuesday that

the federal governmentis trying to expand testing, not

slowitdown as President Donald Trump has suggested

inrecentdays.

Intestimony before the House Energyand
Commerce Committee, Fauci was asked
aboutthe president'srecent comments
and whetherheagreesthatitmakessense
tolimitthe number of COVID-19 tests.
"It's the opposite. We're going to
be doing more testing, notless," said
Fauci, who has played akeyrole in the
Trump administration's response to the
pandemic.

Fauci said thatto hisknowledge, "None
ofushave everbeen told to slow down on
testing—thatjustisafact.Infact, we will
bedoing more testing."
Fauci'scomments comein stark contrast
to Trump's remarks Saturday, when he
told acrowd ofhis supportersathis first
campaignrally in months thathe wanted
to slow down testing for the coronavirus.
"Testing is a double-edged sword,"
said Trump, who added thatthe US has
conducted 25 million tests."Whenyoudo
testing to thatextent, you're goingto find
more people,you're going to find more
cases, solsaid to my people, 'Slow the
testingdown, please.”

In his testimony, Fauci said the
coronavirus threatrightnowisa "mixed
bag"because the UShasbeen "hitbadly”
with morethan 120,000 deathsand 2.5
millioninfections.

While he credited the New York
metropolitanareawithbringingdown the
number of positive cases and reopening
itseconomy carefully, he said other parts
ofthe country are now experiencing "a
disturbing surge of infections."

"The way you address that — and I've
said this over and over again —is you

have to have the manpower, the system,
the testing to identify, isolate and contact
traceinan effective way so thatwhenyou
seethoseincreases,you canunderstand
where they're coming from. And you can
dosomethingaboutthem," he said, NBC
Newsreported.

Faucisaidlaterinthe hearing, "Whenyou
getanincreaseinthe percentage of your
teststhatare positive, that'sanindication
thatyoudohaveadditionalinfections." He
reiterated thatthose communities must
implementasystem to testand contact
tracein order to "blunt” thatsurge in
cases.

Ifthose efforts are unsuccessful, "then
you have the danger ofhavinga gradual
insidiousincrease in community spread,
which will be much more difficult
to contain as the community spread
amplifiesitself," he warned.
Responding to comments Trump
made last month aboutthe US having
"prevailed" over coronavirus — remarks
Trump later clarified as being about
testing— Faucisaid he would notuse such
language aboutthe outbreak.
"Iwouldn'tuse the word prevail,” Fauci
said."Iwould say we're stillin the middle
ofaserious outbreak.”

Faucialso predicted thatavaccine would
bereadyby early nextyear.

"I'still think there is areasonably good
chance thatbythe verybeginning of2020,
thatifwe're going to have avaccine, that
wewillhaveitbythen," he said.

But Faucilater said he "flinched alittle"
atthe Trump administration titlingits
public-private vaccine partnership as
"Operation Warp Speed," fearing that
some people "may thinkitisreckless."
"Itisn't," Faucisaid of vaccine candidates
beingputona fast-track."Therearerisks,
buttherisksareall financial risks, and
that'swhat people need to understand.
They'renotcompromising the safety at
all...noristhere compromise of scientific
integrity."

Europe complicitinallowing drug trade:
Canadian prof.

againstillicitdrugs.

Onthisbasis, Iranhasalwaysvoiced itsresolve for
counteringillicitdrugsandreducingitsharmsat
thegloballevel. Iran's performancein countering
drugtraffickinghasbeen effective in maintaining

Prof. Michel Chossudovsky believes European countries and

generally the western countries notonly have done nothing

to fight drugtraffickingbutalso they have been complicitin

allowingdrugtrade.

Beinganeighbortoone ofthebiggest producers of
drugsintheworldhas caused theIslamicRepublic
ofIranto shoulderaheavyburdenasone ofthe
mainroutes fordrugtransport.

[ranisatthe forefront ofthe fight against drug
traffickingand thousands of Iranian forces have
been so far martyred to protect the world from
the danger of drugs. Despite high economicand
human costs, theIslamicRepublichasbeenactively
fightingdrugtraffickingoverthe pastdecades.
Iranhas spentmore than $700 million onsealing
itsbordersand preventingthe transitofnarcotics
destined for European, Arab, and Central Asian
countries.Thewarondrugtrade originating from
someregional countries has claimed the lives of
nearly4,000Iranian policeofficers

The war ondrugtrade originating from some
regional countrieshas claimed thelives of nearly
4,000 Iranian police officers over the past four
decades.

According to reports,in 2018 alone, Iranian
forcescarried out 1,557 operationsagainstdrug
traffickers, seizing approximately 807 tons of
differenttypes ofnarcotic drugsand psychotropic
substances.

Tehran has always asked for international
helpinsuch operations, noting that the other
countries, especially Europeanstates, should take
responsibilityand playa positiverolein this fight
orfaceitsthreatsthemselves.

Theissue of drugsisaglobal scourge and there
isthe need for wide-scale cooperation atthe
internationallevel so as to tackle this problem.
Therefore, the Islamic Republic of Iran has
adopted aninteractive approach with the global
community concerning the issue of drugs and
hasvirtuallyindicated thatit spares no efforts
inenhancing cooperation with other countries
andinternational organizationsin the campaign

thesecurity of differentregions ofthe globe.
Onthe eve of ‘International Day Against Drug
Abuseand llicit Trafficking’ observed annually on
26]une, thegeopoliticaland economicdimensions
ofthedrugtraffickingwere discussed with Michel
Chossudovsky, Professorof Economics (emeritus)
atthe University of Ottawa.

Addressing the geopolitical and economic
dimensions ofthe drugtrafficking Chossudovsky
said, “Despite President Trump’s announced
UStroop withdrawal, the Afghan opium trade
continues to flourish. This multibillion-dollar
operationis protected by US-NATO occupation
forcesonbehalfofanexus ofpowerful financialand
criminalinterests."

"In2004, the proceeds of the Afghan herointrade
yielded an estimated global revenue of the order
of90billiondollars. Today arough estimate based
onUSretail prices suggests thatthe global heroin
marketisabove the 500billion dollar mark. This
multibillion-dollarhikeis theresult ofasignificant
increase in the volume of heroin transacted
Worldwide coupled withamoderate increasein
retail prices.”

"Based onthe mostrecent (UNODC) data (2017)
opium productionin Afghanistanis ofthe order
0f9000 metrictons, which after processingand
transformation is equivalentto approximately
900,000kg. of pureheroin.”

Referring to the role of the US waged war on
Afghanistanwhichresultedinanincreaseinopium
productionin the country, he noted, “The 2001
war on Afghanistan served to restore aswell as
boostthe multibillion-dollardrugtrade. Ithasalso
contributed tothe surgeinheroinaddictioninthe
US.Opium production had declined by more than
90percentin2001asaresultofthe country’sdrug
eradication program. Immediately followingthe
invasionand the occupation of Afghanistanby US-
NATOtroops, the productionof opiumregainedits
historicallevels."The 2001 USwar on Afghanistan
served torestoreaswellasboostthe multibillion-
dollardrugtrade.
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