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The firstinternational conference on polyolefin
pipeswillbe held by Jam Petrochemical Company
inthe form of specialized panels and sideline

Monday ,June 15, 2020, No. 522

exhibitions.

According to Jam Petrochemical Company, the
first international conference of polyolefin
pipes with the presence of reputable foreign
companiesinthe petrochemical industry and
among universities will be held on 14 topics with
practical scientific presentations by expertsin
thisfield at Olympic Hotel in Tehran on June 15
and 16,2020.

The two-day conference will be held in three
sections: scientific articles, workshops and
sideline exhibitions.

Those interested canlogon to the conference
website at www.ippfaconf.ir to register for the
event.

Iran touse capsule hotels as

accommodation for tourists

In a Saturday ceremony with the presence of
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism
Minister Ali-Asghar Mounesan, the first capsule
hotel imported to the country was unveiled to
beused asanewtype of recommendation for
tourists.

The capsule hotels areimported by the Touring
and Automobile Club of the Islamic Republic
ofIranand are to be distributed across Iranian
provincestobeused by tourists.

As reported, in the first phase of their use,
200 capsulesare tobe distributed in Tehran,
Mashhad, Isfahan, Shiraz and Tabriz as transient
accommodations fortourists.

Capsule hotels or Pod hotelsarea type of hotel
developedin]apan thatfeatures many smallbed-
sizedrooms known as capsules. Capsule hotels
provide cheap, basicovernightaccommodation
for guestswho donotrequire orwho cannotafford
larger, more expensive rooms offered by more
conventional hotels.

Thefirstcapsulehotelinthe world openedin 1979
and was the Capsule Inn Osaka,located in Japan.

Output of Nine Industrial

Products Increases

The Ministry of Industries, Mining and Trade's
review of the firsttwo months of the current
Iranian year (March 20-May 20) shows the
outputofnineindustrial products (outof22)
saw growth during the period compared with the
corresponding period of the year before.

A total of 118,000 washing machines were
produced during the two months, up by 144%
compared withlastyear’s corresponding period.
Acrylicfiber production stood at 1,300 tons to
registerayear-on-yearincrease ofaround 95.1%.
Production of television setsrose by 49.9% to
109,200 vehicles.

Atotal 0f 140,200 cubic meters of particle boards
were produced during the period under review,
indicatinga30% YOY'rise.

Production of auto tires totaled 39,700, up by
26.6%YOY.

More than 81,400 tons of mineral oil were
produced intwo months,indicatinga 15% growth
YOY.

Petrochemical productionrose by 5.6% YOY to
10.11 million tons, followed by pickup trucks that
increased by 5.5% toreach 8,400 vehicles.
Production of detergent powder
reached 91,000 tons, up by 0.7%
YOY.

NO 508

Tel:031-32274500

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

[ran’s output ofhome appliancesincreased by

nearly%8inthelastIranianyear (March-2019

20),thedeputyindustriesministersaid.
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Plansaretoboost
productionby 34%
inthe currentyear
for production to
hit 11.6 million
homeappliances,"

Reza Kalami
wasalso quoted as saying
by Tasnim News Agency,
addingthatby March 2022,
production will meet the
total domesticdemand for
homeappliances.
Domesticdemand forhome
applianceswasaround 13.6
millionintheyearending
March 2018, buthas now
reduced to 12 million given
theriseinthevalueofforeign
currenciesand prices.
Mandatory ID Numbers for
Home Appliances
Allhome appliancesinthe
Iranian markethave been
recently required to have
anidentification number
printed onthem, otherwise
they will be deemed as
contraband and their
producersorsellerswillbe
subjectto anti-smuggling
penalties, says the head of
theHeadquarterstoCombat
Smuggling of Goods and
Foreign Exchange.

“Iran’s home appliance
market has a turnover of
400 quadrillionrials [$2.25
billion]. The domestic
market is sizable and
smugglinginthefieldisvery
high and thisis why the ID
numberschemeisfirstbeing
carried outin thissector. We
plan to gradually expand
the scheme to include
other productsaswell,” Ali
Moayyed Khorramabadi
wasalsoquoted by ILNA as
saying.

The officialasked customers
to demand ID numbers
from sellers of home
appliancestobereassured
thatthe producttheywant
tobuyisoriginaland nota
contraband.

SMS:30007232
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“By using the ID number,
customers can access a
guarantee system and
receiveafter-salesservices,’
headded.

Moayyedi noted that the
scheme was supposed to
kick off in January, but it
was postponed due to
the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus.
Spokesman ofthe Producers
of Household Appliances
Guild Union Hamidreza
Ghaznavi says thatbased
on the new regulation,
after receiving an ID
number through a website
introduced by the Ministry
ofIndustries, Mining and
Trade, each productwill be
given a random tracking
code and both the ID
numberand tracking code
arerequiredtobeprinted on
the product, Mizan Online
reported.

Speaking earlier on the
same subject, Morteza
Miri, the head of Home
Appliances Sellers Union,
said ID numbers should be
printed ondomestichome
appliancesbeforeleaving
thefactory.

Based on official figures,
75% of Iranians are
customers of foreignhome
appliance brands and
the remaining 25% use
products manufacturedin
Iranianfactories,whichalso
require foreignspare parts.
“Though foreign companies
thatwereactiveinIranhave
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Morethan 50 knowledge-based
companiesand startupsputtheir
latestproductsandachievements
tothe publicviewatan exhibition
entitled “Surge in Production
and Achievements in Fight
against Coronavirus” entitled
“Coronatech2020” on Saturday.

At the initiative taken by the

itsworkat Tehran Permanent
International Fairgroundstoday.
Accordingly,
based

leftthe country due to the
reimposition of sanctions
againstus, yet, thetransition
ofconsumption from foreign
brands to domestic ones
has not taken place. The
mainreason for thisisthat
smugglingoftheseitemshas
increased,” hesaid.
Ghaznavi believes much
space hasbeen created for
domestic production to
thrive.

“It’s the first time in
almost 10 years that we
are experiencing such an
opportunity. Previously,
foreign brands were
advertised, foreign brands
usedtoassembletheirgoods
here in the country and
almosteveryone could use
acommercial card toimport
home appliances. Today
none of these problems
exists,” hesaid.

Ghaznavi noted that if
production increases to
reach an economic scale,
pricestoo candecrease by
around 20%.

Smuggling Deals Blow to
DomesticProduction
Alongside apparel,
foodstuff, mobile phones
and goldingots, household
appliances areamongthe
main contraband products
widely available in the
[ranian market.

“The governmentbanned
the import of household
appliancesin 2018, butthey
continue to be smuggled
into the country. These

contrabanditemsenterIran
fromthe westernborders
... Besides the issue of
authenticity of smuggled
products, sinceimporttax
isnotpaid forthem, theyare
sold atunrealisticcheaper
prices in the domestic
market,” Secretary-General
oflran's Home Appliances
Association Habibollah
Ansarihasbeen quotedas
saying.

Miri said two out of three
home appliances in the
marketare contraband.
Latestdataprovided by the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration
showatotal of $215 million
worth ofhome appliances
were imported into Iran
during thelastfiscal year
(March 2018-19), down
from $1.28 billion in the
previous year, indicating
an83.43% plungeyear-on-
year.

Some 80,000 home
appliance production units
areactiveinlIran, 3,000 of
which have created more
than100jobseach.
Spokesman  of  the
Headquarters to Combat
Smuggling of Goods and
Foreign Exchange has
told Fars News Agency
that contraband home
appliancesworthmorethan
$2.2billion were smuggled
intoIraninthe fiscal 2018-
19, adding that this robs
Iranians of around 80,000
jobopportunities.

knowledge-
companies  and

Knowledge-based firms showcease latest

products in “Coronatech 2020” expo

startups displayed theirlatest
achievementsattheexhibition of
“Coronatech2020” inthegroup of
medical equipment, coronavirus
diagnostickits, raw materials
of producing face masks,
personal protection products,
disinfectants [consumablesand
equipment] in the fightagainst

Vie-Presidency for Scienceand COVID-19.
Technology, the exhibition of Companies producing
“Coronatech 2020” kicked off homegrown coronavirus

diagnostickit, COVID-19, also
participatedinthisexhibition.
This exhibition of “Coronatech
2020”willrunforthreedays.
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Tropical, Subtropical
Fruit Exportsat
$500m

Atotal of 620,000 tons of
tropical and subtropical
fruits worth close to $500
millionwere exported from
[randuringthelastIranian
year (March 2019-20),
according to the director
general of the Tropical
and Subtropical Fruits
Bureau with the Ministry
of Agriculture.”Our main
exports were citrus fruits,
dates, pomegranates and
figs,’ Zahra]aliliMogaddam
was quoted as saying by
Mizan Online as saying.
The official added that the
land under cultivation of
tropical and subtropical
fruits in Iran amounts to
730,000 hectares, which
yield more than 8.1 million
tonseveryyear.Tropicaland
subtropical fruitsaccount
for around 40% of Iran's
horticultural products,
said the official, adding
thatinterms of citrus fruit
production, Iran is the
world'sseventhbiggest.
Iran is also said to be the
leading  pomegranate
and second biggest date
producerinthe world with
morethan900,000tonsand
1.2 milliontonsofoutputper
yearrespectively.

India-Irantrade
becomenormal so
soon; Expert

“There is no particular
problemintrade with India
nowandbilateral relations
willreturntonormalsoon,”
VicepresidentofIndia-Iran
Chamber of Commerce
Parham Rezaeitold ILNA.
Speaking with ILNA news
agency correspondent,
the Iranian official refers
to outbreak of coronavirus
and added “following the
coronavirus epidemic, we
faced challenges with our
traderelations with India
and although the situation
hasnotreturned tonormal
butitisexpected withinthe
nextweekortwoitis going
tobe over”Rezaeisaid that
there is no problem with
financial transfers with
India and the deposited
money canbe used forbasic
goods.Iran’s main non-oil
exportstolndiaincludesteel,
ammonia, gas condensates,
petrochemicals, and
paraffin. India’s main
exports to Iran include
agricultural products such
asrice, oilseeds, cotton, tea
aswellastextiles, thread,and
industrialmachinery.
[ranhasbeenanimportant
trade partner for India
with bilateral trade in
2018-19 posting a 23.7
percentgrowthto $17.03
billion. Ofthis, mineral oil
and fuelimports were key,
accountingfor$12.3billion.



“wu

suitable condition for the
Israeli regime to tell
the world thatlIranisa

Zarifsaid, “ “The policy we chose atthe beginning of 11th
and 12th governmentdubbed ‘hope and prudence’ was
totry tointeract with the world. I believe thatthis policy

Showing Iran as security
threat, goal of US, Zionist

=

o . o isarightand accurate policy." security threat.”
AH] Peglme_' FM Zal'lf ~ However,headded, "TheIsraeliregime and the United “That's why we
Iranlz_an Forelgn er}lster MohammadI ]a\./ad Zarlfsa.ld Stateshave made theirutmosteffortsoverthepastyears, are facing some
A thatdistortingIran'simageand presentingitasasecurity  especially duringIran’s 2015 nucleardeal,toshowlIran challenges as they
threatisthe main goal of the United Statesand Zionist 353 securitythreat.” [the US and the Israeli
regi.me. N\ _ _ Thereisatermintheinternationalrelationsthatifyou regime] have been
Monday ,June 15, 2020, No. 522 Zarifmade the remarksinalive Instagram interview on dF) r.10t have a good relationship with a country, make .it making their .utmo st .
e Saturday. difficult for the whole world and tell the world thatthis effort to realize their
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Intimidating ICC
members shows
Trump team’s
anti-human
rights spirit:
Vaezi

A Yemeni diplomat
said the Saudi-led
coalition’s insistence
on the continuation of
war on Yemen in spite
of the heavy economic
and humanitarianlosses
incurred by Al Saud
reveals thatthe coalition
isonlyatoolinthe hands
oftheUSand Israel.
June, 14, 2020 - 10:37
Politics Comments
Saudi-Led Coalition A
Toolin US, Zionist Hands:
YemeniDiplomat

In an interview with
Tasnim, Moataz al-
Qarshi, a Yemeni
diplomat working in
Syria’s Damascus, said
Saudi Arabia would
stop the war on Yemen
if the kingdom were
an independent state
with the ability to make
independent political
decisions.

“Saudi Arabiaisnothing
but a tool among the
American-Zionisttools
intheregion.”

He added that Riyadh
would  have  not
basically launched
any war on Yemen if
it had been aware of
the consequences and
damages ofthe offensive.
Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates,and other
members of the military
coalitionareinstruments
implementing the plots
hatched by Washington
and the Zionist regime
to destabilize the region,
Qarshisaid.

He also noted that the
war against Yemen has
inflicted heavy economic
and humanitarianlosses
on Saudi Arabia’s ruling
system,and thatthe Saudi
regime hasnotachieved
any ofits objectives such
as conquering Sana’a
or suppressing the
Ansarullah movement
despite usingall military
options.Saudi Arabia
and a number of its
regional allies launched
the devastating war on
Yemen in March 2015
inorderto bring former
president Abd Rabbuh
Mansur Hadi back to
power and crush the
Houthi Ansarullah
movement.The US-based
Armed Conflict Location
and Event Data Project
(ACLED), a nonprofit
conflict-research
organization, estimates
thatthe war has claimed
morethan 100,000 lives
over the pastfive years.

Inresponse to the question of the strategy of the Iranian
Foreign Ministry in dealing with the external pressures,

country posesasecurity problem foryou, he said.
“[The situation over] our nuclear issue provided the

Iran’s & countermeasures to extension of’

arms embargo

Iran has five options on the tableinresponse
to US efforts to extend arms embargo
on Tehran, which will allow the country
achance for “countermeasure” against
continued lack of commitment by the
Western sides and Washington's plots.

As the time for
the removal of the
arms embargo on
Tehranapproaches,
Washingtonistrying
to create obstacles

NEWS

_HEEEZE  and prevent the

normalization of Iran's position
in the global arms market.
However, the factofthe matteris
thatIran'shandsarenotexactly
tiedinthissituation.

Latelastyear, the US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, who
has worked hard to get his
country outoftheJCPOA and
putmaximumpressureonlran,
whilefailingtomentionthe US’
billion-dollar arms deals with
Arab countries, referred to a
clauseinthe UN Security Council
Resolution 2231, of which the
JCPOAisapart,and called the
end ofIran'sarms embargoa
cause ofinsecurityin WestAsia.
Pompeo and the US Special
Representative for [ran, Brian
Hook, haverepeatedly called for
animmediatehalttothe process
ofthe embargoremoval, which
is settotake placein October
under Resolution2231.

The Washington Postreported
late last month that the US
wouldinitiallyseekaconsensus
inthe Security Council to pass
a resolution under which
Iran'sarms embargo would be
extendedindefinitely.
Thereportwentontosaythatif
the United States failedin doing
so,itwoulduse Resolution 2231
todeclareitselfaparty to the
JCPOAandtrigger the dispute
mechanism. Doing so would
snapbackallUNsanctionsunder
Chapter VII,whichalsoincludes
thearmsembargo.

Iran, inresponse, has cited the
unilateralandillegal withdrawal
ofthe United States from the
JCPOA, which practically
stripped the US of any rights
regardingthedeal,and stressed
that the country would take
countermeasures if the US
succeeded inre-imposing the
armsembargo.

Although countries such as
Chinaand Russiahave officially
stated thatthe US effortsare
illogical as Washingtonisno
longer a party to the nuclear
deal, Tehran also has several
optionsonthetablethatcould
stoptheseeffortsfrombearing
fruit.

1.Limitinginspections

Given that Iran is under the
strictestmethods ofinspection,
itseems thatthe country can
limitthe scope oftheinspections
regardingthearea, thenumber
ofinspectors,and the level of
access.

In this regard, Behrouz
Kamalvandi, the spokesman

of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI),
noted the possibility of
limiting inspections in a
press conference at Fordow
enrichment facility on
November 9, 2019, saying
“regarding our stepstoreduce
commitmentstothe JCPOA, I
should mentionthatthe IAEA's
inspections are no longer
necessary,andifthey stillwant
tocontinuetheinspections, they
willjustbe wastingtheirtime.”
Mohammad Ali Pourmokhtar,
a member of the Legal and
Judicial Commission ofthe 10th
Parliament, alsonoted thelack
of commitmentbythe Western
sides, saying "Ifthe Europeans
continuetofailtoliveuptotheir
commitmentsand the country's
interests are not met, certain
restrictions willbeimposed on
thelAEAsinspections.”
Mohammad Javad Jamali
Nobandegani, Deputy
Chairman of the National
Security Commission of the
10th Parliament, also said in
thisregard, “imposing certain
restrictionsontheInternational
Atomic Energy Agency's
inspections of [ran's nuclear
facilities couldbe onthe agenda
aspartofreducingthe country's
commitmentstothe]JCPOA.

2. Increasing the level of
enrichment

Before the signing of the
nucleardeal, Iranwas enriching
uranium at 20 percent, and
many saw thisasabargaining
chip for the country. Political
analysts believe that with
enrichment above 5 percent
considered as a redline, the
country'sannouncementofa
returnto the 20 percentcould
be an effective step against
the West's continued lack of
commitment.
Kamalvandisaid in his press
conferencelastyearin Fordow,
"We have the ability to enrich
uraniumup to 60% and we will
doitbased ontheneedsofthe
countryandthedirectivesof our
authorities."

Ali Akbar Salehi, head of the
Atomic Energy Organization,
alsotold Mehronthesidelines
ofreporters'visitto the Shahid
Ahmadi Roshan Enrichment
Complex (Natanz), "Whenever

senior officials order for 20
percentenrichment, we will get
itdoneinfourminutes."

In this regard, the Deputy
Chairman of the National
Security and Foreign Policy
Commission of the 10th
Parliamentalso said, "onestep
ofreducinglran'scommitments
could be the increase in the
level of enrichment as much
asrequired in order to force
Europeans to fulfill their
obligations."
3.Stoppingtheimplementation
of Additional Protocol

Iran is implementing the
Additional Protocol voluntarily
underthe]CPOA,and according
tothetermsofthe agreement,
the country’s Parliament must
reviewandratify the Additional
Protocol eight years after the
dealwasadopted.

However, given thatthe United
States unilaterally withdrew
from the JCPOA and that
the three countries, Britain,
Germany, and France, are not
fulfilling their commitments
underthe deal, some officials
have noted that Iran could
stop the implementation of
the Additional Protocol as a
countermeasureandaserious
warning to the remaining
European signatories to the
nuclear deal to fulfill their
commitments.

Ali Motahari, the former
deputy speaker of the Iranian
Parliament, said in thisregard,
"NowthatIranisundersomuch
pressureanditsnuclearfacilities
are under inspection more
thanany other country, we can
refrain fromimplementing the
Additional Protocol.”

The spokesman of the
National Security and Foreign
Policy Commission of the
10th Parliament also said
in the same vein, “When the
Additional Protocol is being
implemented voluntarily, but
the other side does notlive up
toits commitments, then the
[slamic Republic can stop the
voluntary implementation of
thisprotocol”

4.LeavingNPT

Iranjoined the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in
1968 and keptits membership
in this controversial treaty

after the Islamic Revolution.
Many experts believe thatitis
amistake for Iran to continue
its participationinthe NPT in
the face of repeated failure of
the Westernsides to fulfill their
commitments to the nuclear
deal.

Admiral Ali Shamkhani,
Secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council, had
saidbefore Trump'sdecisionto
withdrawfromthe]CPOA, "Ifthe
United States withdraws from
thenuclear dealknownas the
JCPOA, oneoflran'soptionsisto
withdraw fromthe NPT"

After the USwithdrawal from
theJCPOA, BehrouzKamalvandi,
spokesman for the Atomic
Energy Organization (AEOI),
said in a statement that the
AEOI had made as many as
15 proposalstoreduce Iran’s
commitments to the nuclear
deal,andleavingthe NPT was
oneofthem.

According to the Secretary
of the Supreme National
Security Council and the
spokesman of the Atomic
Energy Organization, itis clear
thatleaving the NPT is one of
the optionsonIran’stable to
counter the USand Europeans’
lack of commitments, and
the possibility of making this
decisioninitsduetimeisvery
high.Inaddition to Shamkhani
and Kamalvandi's remarks,
Hamid Baeedinejad, Iran's
ambassador to London, told
Britishjournalists and media
outlets, "some circlesin Iran
are of the opinion that at the
moment, the country is not
benefittingfromitsmembership
tothe NPT. Followingtheissues
surrounding the JCPOA, more
and more people are paying
attention to whatisbeing said
aboutleavingthe NPT”
5.Leavingthe]CPOA

One of the most important
countermeasures againstthe
Westernsides’ continuedlack
of commitment and the US’
sabotage is to withdraw from
thenuclear deal.Iran’s Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaidinaninterview, "Iran
hasseveral optionsandleaving
theJCPOAis one of them. This
isdefinitely one ofthe dozens of
optionswehave”

malicious objectives,” Zarif
stressed.
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Divorces Rise by 30% in Saudi
Arabia: Report

Divorcesin Saudi Arabiahaverisen by 30 percent
inthe month of February after the quarantine
duringthe coronavirus pandemic caused many
wives to discover that their husbandshad other
wives and families,areportsaid.

Itwasreported backin February that marriages
within the kingdom had increased by five percent
compared to the same month last year, with
13,000 marriages havingbeen conducted and 542
registered online, according to the Dubai-based
newssite (Persian) GulfNews.

The number of divorces that month, however, was
atarecord 7,482, resultingina 30 percentincrease
inrequests for divorces and ‘khula’ - the process
in which a woman can divorce her husband.
Annulmentis also an option for the women,
particularly in casesinwhich they prove theywere
harmed by the husband.

Citing statistics from the Saudi Ministry of Justice,
the report noted that 52 percent of divorce
requestsand cases thatmonth were from the cities
of Meccaand the capital Riyadh. Italso said thatthe
majority of women who requested divorces from
theirhusbands were employees, businesswomen,
prominentwomen in the community, and female
doctors.

Suspects Nabbed in Iran for
Arson

Iran’s Police chiefsaid anumber of suspects have
beenarrested in connection with recentacts of
arson.

Asked by reporters about a recent wave of
suspicious firesin various parts of Iran, Police
Commander Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari
said on Sunday that the law enforcementand
otherorganizationsin charge have takenaction to
handletheissue.

“Good measures have been takenin thisregard,”
hesaid.

“Some ofthe fires have started unintentionally and
anumber of others deliberately, and anumber of
(suspected) individuals have beenidentified and
arrestedin connection withit,” the generaladded.
A series of mysterious blazes and wildfires in
the pastcouple of weeks across Iran have raised
concerns amongthe authorities and citizens.
Tehran's Fire Departmentannounced onJune 13
thatabigfireataflower marketin the capital's
Khavaran Road hasbeen contained. There were no
casualties, but 32 flower stands were destroyed.
Overthe past week, several wildfires have also
broken outin pastures and forests, as well as
blazesinsome parksin Tehran.

Upcoming IAEA Board
Session to Focus on Iran:

Russia

The upcomingvirtual meeting ofthe International
AtomicEnergy Agency’s Board of Governors will
be heldin mid-June to discuss various issues,
includingIran,aRussian diplomatsaid.

“Virtual session of #l1AEA Board of Governorsis
scheduled tostartat 10 a.m.on 15 June. [t may
belengthy, taking into accountabignumber of
agendaitems. #Iranis expected to be the focus of
attention,” Russia’s Permanent Representative
to International Organizationsin Vienna Mikhail
Ulyanov tweeted on Sunday.

InMay 2018, US President Donald Trump took an
illegaland unilateral decision to end Washington’s
participationinthe 2015 nuclear deal between
Tehran and world powers and re-impose the
sanctions that the agreement had lifted, in
defiance of the fact that the accord has been
endorsed by the UN Security Council in the form of
Resolution 2231.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo last month
claimed Washington technically remained a
“participant” in the deal, known as the JCPOA, in
order touse amechanism embedded within the
accord to make the UN maintainan arms embargo
on Tehran.
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IDOhead calls onofficials topaymore attention to culture

Islamic Development Organization [IDO]’s ChiefHojjatoleslam Mohammad Qomi
criticizedlackofenoughmeasuresinboostingcultureinthe countryHemade theremarks
attheopensession ofthe Parliamenton Sunday whileaddressinglawmakersaboutthe
IDO’splansandstatus.Theissue of cultureisbeingneglected inthe county, helamented,
notingthatthefactthatfewlawmakershave welcomedjoiningthe ‘culturefraction’ ofthe
Parliamentprovesthis.Headded thatmore workneedstobe doneinmosques, socialmedia,
and elsewhere to enhance the Islamic cultureamong the youth generation.Qomi wentonto

20000 Rials

criticizelack ofenough monitoring oversocial networks suchas Instagram which consumeasignificant part
of Internetbandwidthinthe country. “The country’sbandwidth hasincreased by 2.5 fold in the pastyearand 60to 70
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percentofthisisoften dedicated toInstagram."The socialmediablockedapoetwith 200kfollowersafter postingapoem
aboutGeneral Soleimanibutishometoasingerwhosetracksare full ofinhumane concepts, Qomiadded.
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to extension of
arms embargo Bakhtegan breaks
record of waterlevel
. fIranian lak
Showing Iranas offranianfakes
securitythreat, Changes in pattern of
1ofUS. Zionist refillingwaterinlakesand
goa. o ° lOlll.S wetlands of Iran indicate
regime: FM Zarif that Bakhtegan in south of
. B the countrybrokerecord of
Olltpllt of Nine thewaterlevel ofthe Iranian
Industrial lakesin Ordibehesht, t.he
Products second month oftheIranian
Increases year from April 20 to May 20.

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

o Bakhtegan Wetland with
894 percent increase in
water balance broke the
monthlyrecord compared

04:15:46 with the level in the
Noon call to prayer : preceding year, .head of

DepartmentofEnvironment
13:03:57 ofsouthernprovince of Fars
Evening call to prayer: Hamid Zahrabi said on
20:32:46 Sunday.Lastyear, level of

WEATHER

High:35°c

Low:16 °c

water refill in Bakhtegan
was 15.68 cubickilometers,
while the figure was 155.9
this year, Zahrabi added.
The figure has been found
by GeographicInformation
System (GIS) affiliated to
Iranian Space Agency, the
officialannounced.

Risein Home Appliance Output

Report: UAE Draining Billions of Dollars in

Armament Contracts

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has drained an

importantpartofits financial liquidity in armaments

over the pasttenyears, yetithasnotparticipated inany

official military operations, exceptin Yemen.

However, the UAE’s interventions in
countries such as Libyahas madeita
major sponsor of war there and the
escalation of political and security
tensionsagainstinternational effortsto
extinguish the warthathasbeenraging
foryears.

UAE imports reached $4.98 billion
in the last five years, coinciding
with its war on Yemen, as partofan
international coalition.

The data does not include any
additional expenditures onits military
forces, orthe financing ofany tensions,
whetherin Libya or Yemen, the Middle
EastMonitorreported.

Data from the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) show
thatthe numbers come despite the
declineinthe UAE’sarmsimportsby 46
percentin 2019 ($644 million), after
increasingby 24 percentin2018 ($1.2
billion).

Since March 2015, the Saudi-led Arab
Coalition hasbeenlaunching military
operations againsttheimpoverished
Arab country.

According to a report by Anadolu
Agency, the US has acquired nearly
two-thirds ofthe value ofthe weapons
the UAE has imported during this
period, asits shareamounted to $3.37
billion, representing 67.7 percentofthe
imports duringthe five years.

The UAE isone ofthe US’ closestallies
intheregion, especially after President
Donald Trump took officein 2016.

The UAE is also the third-largest
oil producer in the Organisation
of Petroleum Exporting Countries

(OPEC), after Saudi Arabiaand Iragq,
with about three million barrels per
day.

The UAE’srevenues have been affected
since mid-2014, and this has been
exacerbated with the crude oil’sloss
of two-thirds of its value during the
first quarter of 2020, in the worst
quarterly performance ever due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

On Wednesday, the Emirates Central
Bank expected the country’s economy
to retract by 3.6 percent after a
slowdown in economicactivity due to
the pandemic.

Thebankalso expected theretraction of
the growth ofnon-energy sectorsby 4.1
percentin2020,and the total oiland gas
sector outputby 2.4 percentthisyear.
To confront the coronavirus, the
Emirati government has announced
a $13.5 billion economic stimulus
package and has taken a series of
measures to supportthe aviation and
real estate sectors.

The UAE’'sarmsimports peakedin2015
at$1.22 billion, then declined by 22
percentin 2016, reaching $955 million.
In2017,the armsimportsroseagain
by one percentto $965 million, and by
24 percentto$1.2billionin 2018, while
they fell back by 46 percentto $644
million.

The US’ share of global imports has
grown from 66.4 percentin 2015 to 69
percentin2016,62.5percentin2017,
and 76.5 percentin 2018 (the highest
share), whileitreached 59.5 percent
in2019.

On April 19, Abu Dhabi announced
theissuance of multi-tiered sovereign
bondswithatotal value of $7 billion.
Whereas, on June 2, Abu Dhabi
announced the issuance of multi-
tiered sovereign bonds with a total
value of $ 3billion, by reopening the
recentlyissued bondissuance program,
accordingto thereport.

Trump focuses on re-election bid by renewal of
arms embargo against Iran

membersto followitslead. Ifthey don't,then
thethreatisthatthe US could and would have
therighttoinsistupon "'snapbacksanctions".

However, itisdifficult toimagine thateither

US President Donald Trump, by renewing arms embargo

againstlran,istoshowpowertohis fansand followers for re-

electionbid,an American scholar DrJohn Calabrese hassaid.

DrCalabrese madetheremarksinanexclusive
interview held with IRNA in New York on
Sunday.
DrClabrese, who teaches US foreign policy
atAmerican University in Washington and
isScholarin Residence atthe Middle East
Institute, highlighted tworeasonsbehind the
USadministration' contortions thatare first
torenew arms embargo on Iranand second
to demonstrate thatitis "delivering" on past
pledges.
The full text of the interview is as follows:
First,asyouknowonMay
8,2018, President Donald Trump signed a
Presidential Memorandum titled: “Ceasing
US Participation in the JCPOA and Taking
Additional Action to Counter Iran’s Malign
Influence and Deny Iran All Pathstoa Nuclear
Weapon.”
AsTunderstand it, this Memo constituted
the US'"official withdrawal" from the JCPOA
and paved the way for the reinstatement
ofunilateral sanctions and corresponding
American pressure onotherstofollowsuit.
About a month ago, Secretary Pompeo
reportedly decided to have his staffpreparea
legaldocumentarguingthatthe USremainsa
"participantstate” inthenucleardeal.
Idonothave thelegal expertise to make an
authoritative statementas to whether this
argumentispersuasive.
However, itappears to me that the Trump
administration is going through these
contortions fortworeasons: 1) asameans of
renewingthearmsembargoonlranand2)as
adomesticpolitical ploy to demonstrate toa
portionofits constituency thatitis "delivering"
onpastpledges.
Regarding the first point, renewing the
embargo, the Trump administration seemsto
be preparingthe "participantstate” argument
asaninstrumenttogainother Security Council

Russia, or forthatmatter, China, wouldaccede
toarenewal ofthe conventional armsembargo.
European Security Councilmembers-- Britain
and France -- are probably hoping thateither
Moscow (morelikely) or Beijingwill obstruct
thiseffort.

Inany case,underthe]CPOA, the USwould have
to demonstrate that "snapback sanctions”
werewarranted. Tomyknowledge, thereisno
concrete evidence thatIranisnon-compliant.
So,itis hard to see how Washington could
advanceits claimandgainsupportforit.
Thisleads me to the second point, namely
domestic politics in the heat of the fast-
approaching US election season. President
Trump -- and Secretary Pompeo, for that
matter--areonthedefensive. Puttingthearms
embargo renewal and snapback sanctions
issuesin this context, these maneuvers strike
me asbeing fundamentally aboutsolidifying
the"electoralbase”.

Note thatoverthe pastfewweeks, President
Trump hastaken the side oflaw enforcement
officers,brandishedaBiblein frontofanhistoric
Churchthathad been damaged in protests,
and called foraccelerating the confirmation of
conservativejudges.

Ontheforeign policy front, Trump announced
theimminentwithdrawal ofnearly 10,000
Americantroopsfrom Germanyandabrogation
ofitscommitmenttothe Open Skies Agreement.
Then, of course, there are renewed sanctions
threatsagainst Chinaforits policiesin Hong
Kong, toward Taiwan, etc.

Circlingbackto Iran,againstthe backdrop of
theseinitiatives, perhaps the outcomeisnot
asimportantasthe "performative” valuein
domesticpoliticalterms.

Ifthe administration's coercive approach
succeeds, itcan proclaim "victory".

Should suchanapproachfail, itcan claim that
ittried butwas undermined by perfidious
strategicrivalsandlimp, fecklessallies.
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