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NEWS

Elevated Extreme Povertyto
Persistthrough 2021, Says World
Bank

Globaleconomicgrowth couldreboundnextyear--butthe
number ofpeoplelivingin extreme povertyis expected to
remainunchanged afterahuge surge thisyear duetothe
coronavirus pandemic, the World Bankwarned Tuesday.
The projection came after the Washington-based
developmentlender said Monday the pandemic could
drive between 70 and 100 million people into extreme
povertyin 2020 as the global economy facesits worst
recessionin80years, AFPreported.Before the pandemic,
extremepoverty --definedaslivingon $1.90 per day--had
beendecreasing. The bankexpects growth torebound by
fourpercentin 2021.Butthe countrieswith the highest
shares ofthe world's extremelypoorarenotprojected to
grow faster thantheir population, meaning thatextreme
poverty willremainatthe elevated 2020levels through
2021.

"Nigeria, Indiaand the Democratic Republicof Congo --
three countrieswhichwe projectarehome tomorethana
third oftheworld'spoor--arepredicted tohave per-capita
growthratesinreal GDP of -0.8 percent, 2.1 percentand
0.3 percent, respectively,' the World Banksaidinablog.
"With population growthrates of 2.6 percent, 1.0 percent
and 3.1 percent, thisis hardly enough for sustainable
decreasesinthepovertyheadcount."The bankwarned
"South Asiamayseealargerincreaseinthe numberofpoor
asaresultof COVID-19,"particularlyin India.

Ofthe 176 millionpeopleexpected tobe pushed belowthe
$3.20 per-daypovertyline, two-thirdsarein South Asia.

Khorramshahr: Morethan
43,000 tons of ceramics, iron
exportedto Iraq

Director-General of Khorramshahr Portsand Shipping
Organization Nourollah Asadi said on Wednesday that
43,657 tons of ceramics and iron were exported from
Khorramshahrportto Iraqoverthe pasttwomonths.
Asadisaid thatthementioned ceramicsandiron products
were loaded into Khorramshahr portby 2,369 trucks,
Accordingto the Public Relations of the Khorramshahr
Portand Shipping Administration.He pointed to the
growingtrend of exportfrom Khorramshahrport, noting,
""wearewitnessingaverygoodleapinthefield ofnon-oil
exports from the searoute at Khorramshahrporttothe
Persian Gulfcountries. Healso expressed the hope thatby
extendingexports from Khorramshahrport, itcausesthe
developmentand prosperityinthisregion.Khorramshahr
Portissituated inthe north westofthe Persian Gulf,inthe
southwestoftheIslamicRepublicoflranandinthesouth
eastoflraq (Shalamcheh Ground Border) aswellasthe
confluence of Arvand and Karoun rivers in Khuzestan
province.

3.4% growthinforeigninvestment
inindustrysector

Iran's Ministry of Industry, Mines and Trade said
on Wednesday that the Ministry examined foreign
investmentproposalsandapproved dlrs417.3 million
foreigninvestmentinindustrial, mineraland commercial
sector by Foreign Investment Board since the beginning
of I[ranian new year (started on March 23) to May
23.AccordingtoIran's Ministry of Industry, Mines and
Trade, thisamountofinvestmentisrelated to 18 projects/
units,whichalso showsagrowth of28.6%in comparison
withlastyear.According to IRNA, the industry sector
with 14 projects withavolume 0f416.2 milliondollars,
the miningsector withtwo projectswithavolume of 680
thousand dollarsand the trade sector with two projects
with avolume of 500 thousand dollars, respectively,
accountforthelargestvolume of foreign investments
inApriland May.Thelargestinvestments willbe carried
outinfive provinces of Sistan and Baluchestan, Tehran
province, Alborz, Isfahan and Kordestan provinces,
respectively, from five countries: Germany, Austria, the
UAE, ChinaandItaly.

www.esfahan-news.com

TheFirstBilingual Economic NewspaperInlsfahan Brovince

License Owner&Managing
director: RezaMahzunieh

Editor-in-Chief: Marzie Rabiei

Assistant Editor-in-Chief of English
Section: Bahare Yousefi

Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad
Square, Isfahan, Iran

Tel:031-32274500

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Organization of advertisement:
031-32274517,32274518,32274512,
32274505.
Fax:031-32274507,32274511

Lithography and printing:Golriz

Isfahansubscribers Office:
031-32274508

website: esfahan-news.com

SMS:30007232

Iran to'Take Legal Action If'S Korean
Banks Fail to Release Funds: CBI Chief

Governor ofthe Central Bank of Iran called on

SouthKoreanbankstorelease Iran's oilmoney

frozenunder US pressure, warning that the

[slamicRepublicreservestherightto take legal

actionunderinternational law.

“It is appalling

see that

(South) Korean

ISFAHAN banks have
N EWS conveniently
NEWS neglected their

_IEEEM  obligations,

common
international financial
agreements,and decided
to play politicsand follow
illegal and unilateral US
sanctions,” Abdolnaser
Hemmatitold Bloomberg
on Wednesday.

Iran could launchlegal
action to gain access
to the funds, he said,
without naming the
lendersin question.
Iranannounced earlier
this month that it had
received medicines
valued at$500,000 from
South Korea after two
years of negotiations.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry
says South Koreaisabout
$7 billion in arrears for
oil exported before the
Trump administration

last year reimposed
penaltiesonIran’s crude
sales.

Accordingto the Foreign
Ministry in Seoul, the
drugs shipped were for
the treatmentofgenetic
diseases. This month,
South Korea plansto ship
COVID-19testkits worth
$2 million, itsaid.
“Wehavebeen consulting
with the US, Iran and the
banksholdingthe frozen
funds, seeking to make
progress on thisissue,”
said Koh Kyung-sok, a

Foreign Ministry official.
“Sofar,we'vebeenableto
utilize some of the funds
to expand humanitarian
trade with Iran, and will
continue to seek ways to
increase such exchanges,”
he said by phone.

Returning to South
Korea, he said the two
countries have been
working on a special
trade vehicle, similar to
thatestablished with the
European Union, which
would allow Iran to
complete humanitarian

transactions using the
money locked in Korean
banks.

The us, which
abandoned the 2015
nuclear deal two years
ago, has sought to
“stonewall” the plan,
according to Hemmati.

“Should Korean
banks not adhere to
their international
agreements with us, we
reserve our rights to
takelegalactionsunder
international laws,” the
top Iranian banker said.

World Banks

Iran would be able to restore its
positive economic growth nextyear
despitethe US sanctions and outbreak
ofthe new coronavirus pandemic, a
new reportby the World Bank Group
projected.

The World Bank saidinits June 2020
flagship report titled the Global
EconomicProspectand published on
Tuesday thatIran would seeits gross
domestic product (GDP) shrinkagain
thisyearby 5.3 percent, up from minus
8.2 percentin 2019, Press TVreported.
The reportsaid, however, that the

of many economies.

Iranian economy would return to the
positive economic growth zone in

Forecasts Positive 2021bygrowing 2.1 percent.

Growth for Iran's The forecastisarevision of figures
g

Economyin202l providedin January when the World

Bank said thatthe Iranian economy
would growby 1.1 percentin2021.

Thereportadmitted that mostofthe
economies around the world would
experience negative growthin 2020
mainly because of the spread of the
new coronavirus pandemic which has
led tolong-run closuresinkey sectors

Itsaid Iran, the worst-hit country by
the pandemicinthe Middle Eastand
North Africaregion, would gradually
emerge of the crises and would feel
less of the pressure of the disease

2021.

ondomestic consumption and the
services sector, including tourism, in

Thereportalso pointed to the fact

that Iran has managed to reduce

itsinflation rate on ayear-by-year
basis over the pastfew years despite
problems faced because of the
American sanctions and the spread of
the coronavirus.
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The chairman of the Iran-
Russia joint chamber of
commerce
the ideal opportunities
that the Commonwealth

of Independent States
(CIS) provides for Iranian
products.

Inaninterview with Tasnim,
HadiTizhoosh Tabansaid the
CISmarketpresentsagolden
opportunity toadvertiseand
sellproductsmadeinIran.

Callingfor efforts to fulfill the
economicgoal of the current
Iranian year for a “surge in

highlighted

CIS Market Golden Opportunity for

Iranian Products: Official

production”, he said an oil-
free economy and economic
development require the
production of commodities
with the purpose of exports.
The CIS
intergovernmental
organization of
members, plustwo founding
non-member, post-Soviet
republics in Eurasia. It
was formed following the
dissolution of the Soviet
Unionin 1991. The CIS has
an estimated population of
around 240 million.

is a regional

nine
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What's News

Re-exportof
Iranian fishery
productsto EU
begins

Iran Fisheries
organization said
on Tuesday that
the export and
registration of
new companies
for exporting
Iranian fishery
and aquaculture
products to EU has
begun despite the US
arbitrary sanctions.
The Agriculture
Ministry reported
that despite the US
sanctions thatcaused
alotofproblems for
the exportoffishery
products, Iran
succeeded again to
obtain a license to
export aquaculture

and fishery products
tothe EU.
It is possible

to register and
export new Iranian
companies to the
European Union in
line with the criteria
set by the fisheries
organization with the
ECcode.

20% of
Residentsin
Major Cities
Livein Rented
Homes

Close to 50% of the
populationinIranian
metropolises are
livinginrented homes,
a deputy roads and
urban development
minister said.

M a h moud
Mahmoudzadeh
added that findings
of the National
Population and
Housing Censusinthe
year ending March
2017 show 31.7% of
the country’shomes
and 43.5% ofthosein
Tehran arerented.
“Our experts believe
householdsinthe 4th
to 7thincome deciles
will face growing
housing difficulties
in the absence of
an appropriate
response [onthe part
of the government].
Nevertheless, the
ministry’s Housing
Departmentis putting
together a bill to
regulate housingand
rental markets,” he
was quoted as saying
by Fars News Agency.
The Ministry of
Roads and Urban
Development
has come up with
a roadmap to

streamline the
country’s tenancy
market.
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Russia, China
Build Caseat

UN to Protect
IranfromUS
Sanctions Threat

Russia and China have
started makingthe case
at the United Nations
against Washington’s
claimthatitcantrigger
areturnofall sanctions
on Iran at the Security
Council.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and the
Chinese government’s
top diplomat, Wang
Yi, both wrote to the
15-member council
and UN chief Antonio
Guterres as the United
Statesthreatenstospark
a so-called sanctions
snapback under the
Iran nuclear deal, even
though Washington quit
theaccordin2018.
Lavrov wrote in the
May 27 letter, made
public this week, that
the United States was
being “ridiculous and
irresponsible.”

“This is absolutely
unacceptableandserves
onlytorecall the famous
English proverb about
having one’s cake and
eatingit,” Lavrovwrote,
accordingtoReuters.
Washington has
threatened to trigger a
return of UN sanctions
on Iran if the Security
Council doesnotextend
anarms embargo due to
expirein Octoberunder
Tehran’s deal withworld
powers.
USAmbassadortothe UN
Kelly Craftsaid lastweek
thatadraftresolutionon
the embargo would be
circulated soon.

Council veto-powers
Russia and China have
already signaled they
areagainstreimposing
an arms embargo on
[ran. If they block the
US-drafted resolution,
then Washington will
have to follow through
onitssanctionssnapback
threat.

“The United States, no
longer a participant to
theJCPOA (nucleardeal)
after walkingaway from
it,hasnorighttodemand
the Security Council
invokeasnapback,’ Wang
wroteinhisJune 7 letter.
The 2015 Iran nuclear
deal, enshrinedina UN
resolution, allows for
return of sanctions on
Iran,includingthe arms
embargo,iflranviolates
the deal. US President
Donald Trump quitthe
dealin 2018, branding
theaccord from Barack
Obama’s presidency as
“theworstdeal ever”

‘Spy Handed Death Penalty Was
Nabbed Monthsbefore Gen.
Soleimani Assassination’

Iran’s]udiciary said aman sentenced to death for spyingforthe CIAand
Mossad onthe whereabouts of Lt. General Qassem Soleimanihad been
arrested four monthsbefore USassassination ofthe top Iraniangeneral
inlraq.The Iranian Judiciary’s press office announced on Tuesday
thatthe case of Seyed Mahmoud Mousavi Majd, the spy convicted of
connections with the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the
[sraeliespionage service Mossad, hasnothingtodowith the American
assassination ofLt. General Soleimaniin Baghdadin earlyJanuary.

Mousavi Majd had been arrested months before the martyrdom of

Lt.General Soleimaniand the courthad issued aninitial rulingon his
caseon August 25,2019, the Judiciary said, noting that the spy has
neverbeenreleased from custody since apprehension.All judicial
procedures surrounding the cases of the spy had been carried out
beforethe martyrdom of Lt. General Soleimaniand, therefore, his case
isunrelated to the USassassination of the commander of the IRGC
QudsForce, the Judiciary explained.Ina press conference on Tuesday,
Judiciary Spokesman Gholam Hossein Esmaeili said Mousavi Majd
hadbeengatheringintelligence for the ClAand Mossad on the Iranian
securitysphereand Armed Forces, including on the IRGC Quds Forces
and onthe whereabouts of Lt. General Soleimani.The Revolution’s
Courthassentenced the spy to death,and the rulinghasbeen upheld
byanother court, he said,addingthatthe convictwillsoonbe executed.
Lt. General Soleimani, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was the deputy

Iranian nation shatters US''knee on throat
policy': President Rouhani

head of [raq’s Hashd al-Sha'abi
(PMU), and anumber of their
entourage were killed in a
strike by American drones
near Baghdad International
AirportonJanuary3.

The White House and the
Pentagonclaimedresponsibility N
forthe assassination of General
SoleimaniinIraq, saying the attack
was carried outatthe direction of US
PresidentDonald Trump.Intheearly hours ofJanuary8, the
IslamicRevolution Guards Corps (IRGC) targeted the USairbase of Ain
al-Assadinretaliation forthe USmove.

NEWS

Iran will never surrender
toillegal US pressures, says

Foreign Ministry

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid that
‘Knee on throat’is the US’main policy, but
Iranians shattered the US’ knee through
theirunity.

Rouhani stressed
at a cabinet
meeting on
Wednesday that
the health of the

NEWS people is still
_HEEEZEM  our number one
priority,and the need for

close monitoring by the
supervisorybodies,aswell
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Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas
Mousavislammed the newly-imposed sanctions
againstlran, highlighting that the country will
never giveinto US’ unilateral measures.
“Iranwill not surrender with such sanctions and
pressures,” he said on Wednesday inan interview
with IRIB, refereeing torecent sanctionsimposed
by USonsomeIranian tankers.
“Sanctionsthatarebeingannounced by American
officials are the same as previous ones,” he
said, noting that American officials are justre-
announcing the sanctions.

Herecommended Washington to abandon these
“illegal and unilateral” measures.

“America’s unilateral sanctions are more against
itsown alliesand world trade than againstIran,”

asthe Ministryof Healthand

he said, stressing that such embargos have no

Medical Education,and the
implementation of medical
protocolsbythepeopleand
businessownersandguilds.
Appreciating the efforts of
the country's medical and
hospital staffin combatting
COVID-19 overthepastfour
months, the Presidentsaid
thatwiththe exceptionofa
fewprovincesthatareinred
conditions,wehavereached
the stage of controlling
coronavirusinthe country,
adding, "Theresilience of
the Iranian people in the
simultaneousfightagainst
coronavirusandthesevere,
illegal US sanctionsiswell-
known today and will be
recordedinthehistoryofthe
country."

Rouhanisaid, "Inthe field
of coronavirus, due to the
reopening that has been
done gradually over the
pasttwomonths,weshould
naturallybeabletodeal with

thepotential dangersofthis
viruswithmore cautionand
self-care.”

The President added,
"Today, with the efforts
made,wehavesucceededin
controllingthisvirusinthe
country,with the exception
ofafew provinces,andin
thesefewprovinces,double
effortsarebeingmadetoget
outoftheredsituationand
createagood situation.”
Rouhani said that the
capability ofthe Ministry of
Healthis stillmuch higher
than the pressure of this
virusinthe country,adding,
"Inthe currentsituation,
weare doing other things
besides the healthcare
reform plan, thatis, weare
tryingtotreatpatientsand
findavaccineforthisvirus.”
“Also, for the needs of
the country in terms of
health and treatment, the
manufacturing sectors,

especially the knowledge-
based companies, have
made greatefforts,and in
this regard, we are even
exporters in some of
our products, and some
countries apply to buy
health and disinfection
facilities from Iran,” added
Rouhani.He said that in
fighting coronavirus, people
have cooperated fromthe
beginning, adding, "We
once again ask people to
help usinthisregard and I
amsure thatwith people’s
help and unity, the rest of
the provinceswillenterthe
viruscontrolstage."

In another part of his
speech, Rouhani stated
thatcoronavirusisnotover
yet,addressingthe people,
"We have no choice butto
change ourlifestyle, thatis,
aslongasthevirus exists,
and as long as the world
findsadefinite vaccine for

coronavirus, there is no
second way."

“We have no choice butto
change our lifestyle until
coronavirus completely
eradicated, which could
take for months,” said the
President.

Rouhani added, "The
second pointthatlwantto
emphasizeisthatthepeople
areaware thatour country
has faced unprecedented
severe sanctions by the
White House rulers since
the beginning of year
1397 (early 2018), and
unfortunately they forced
othercountriestocooperate
insome cases."
Statingthatcoronaviruswas
addedto these problems,
he said, "We are facing
more difficult conditions.
Everyone should pay
attentiontothesituationin
whichwearemanagingthe
country."”

Top EU Diplomat
Rejects Any US
Attemptto Invoke
JCPOA

European Union Foreign Policy Chief]Josep
Borrell said thatsince the US hasalready
withdrawn from the 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powers, ithas
norighttouseits former membership of
thepacttotrytoimposeapermanentarms
embargo on Tehran.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and US

Ambassador to the United Nations Kelly
Crafthave said thatextendinga permanent
UN-backed arms embargo againstIranis
now atop priority for Washington.

Butspeakingtoreporters Tuesday after
talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi, Borrell insisted that since the US has
pulled outof the nuclear deal, known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA),itcannolongerclaim tohavea

roleinit.

"The United Stateshaswithdrawn from the
JCPOA, and now they cannotclaim thatthey
arestill partofthe JCPOAin order to deal
with thisissue from the JCPOA agreement.

Theywithdraw.It's clear. They withdraw,"
Borrellsaid,accordingto AP.

On Monday, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov accused the Trump
administration of unleashinga politically
motivated campaignagainstIranand called
for "universal condemnation" of the US
attemptto getthe UN Security Council to
imposeapermanentarms embargo.

The EUseesthenucleardeal asakey pillar
ofregional and world security and has
struggled to keep the pactalive despite US
pressure.Borrellistasked with supervising
the way the pactisapplied and to help
resolve disputes betweenthe parties.

international support.

The world should wake up and stand against
extra-territorial measures ofthe United States, he
highlighted.

Zarif’s probablevisits to neighboring states
Elsewhereintheinterview, Mousavisaid thatdue
tothe COVID-19 outbreak, most ofthe diplomatic
travels have been canceled while meetings
are held viavideo-conferencing. Some of the
visits, such as FM Zarif’s trip to Syria, or Foreign
Ministry’s officials to Afghanistan, were realized
duetotheirnecessity,headded.

“Ifthe conditions are right, Foreign Minister will
travel to two neighboring countries for holding
talks; the details of visits will be announced after
finalization,” he said.

Iranian, Ukrainian diplomats

discuss Januaryplane incident
Ukraine’s Ambassadorto Tehran Sergei Burdyliak,
inameetingwith Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister
for International and Legal Affairs Mohsen
Baharvand on Tuesday, discussed issues
surrounding the January 8 crash of a Ukrainian
passenger plane near Tehran.

Accompanied by high-ranking delegations, the
two diplomats discussed the January crash of
aUkrainianjetliner near Tehran and the latest
developments relating to the incident from
various aspects.

The Iranian deputy foreign minister emphasized
thatheispreparedtohold talks with the Ukrainian
officialsatany time and any place tobe determined
by Ukrainians atthe earliest possible moment
inordertoimmediatelyresolve theissuesabout
the blackboxes of the plane, paying families of
the victims compensation, and the otherissues
relatingto the tragicincident.

Inturn, the ambassador of Ukraine welcomed
the proposal from the Iranian diplomat, saying
hewillimmediately relay theidea to the relevant
Ukrainian authorities and will later inform the
Iranianside abouttheresults.

Moscow, Beijing seeking to
shield Tehran against US
sanctions threats

Slammingtheefforts ofthe United Statesto extend UN armsembargo
againstIran whichis due to expirein Octoberin Separate letters,
Russian FM and Chinese senior diplomathave started buildinga case
atthe United Nations against Washington’s claim thatitcan triggera
returnofallsanctionsonIranatthe Security Council.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and the Chinese
government'stop diplomat, WangYi,both wrote tothe 15-member
counciland UN chief Antonio Guterresas the United States threatens
tosparkaso-called sanctions snapbackunderthe Irannuclear deal,
eventhough Washington quittheaccordin2018.

Inaletterto UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterresand the Security
Council circulated Monday, the Russian minister said statements by
US State Departmentofficials thatthe Trumpadministration doesn’t
plantoresumeits commitmentsunder the nucleardeal but plansto

invokerightsallegedly deriving fromtheresolution endorsingitare
“ridiculous andirresponsible,”accordingto the Associated Press.
He said the United States withdrew from the 2015 nuclear
agreementbetween [ranand sixmajor powersand nowhasnolegal
righttotrytousethe UNresolution endorsingthe deal toindefinitely
continue thearms embargo, whichis setto expire on Oct. 18.
Lavrov’s letter went further in explaining Moscow’s strong
opposition to anindefinite arms embargo and US use of the “snap
back” provision.

“Weare proceeding on the basis thatthe United Nations should not
becomehostage tothe political situationin the United States, which
hasdecided towithdraw fromthe plan,” he said. “Therearenovalid
grounds for raising in the Security Council the issue ofan arms
embargoagainstIran.”

Washington has threatened to trigger areturn of UN sanctions on
Iranifthe Security Council does notextend anarms embargo due to
expirein Octoberunder Tehran's deal with world powers to prevent
itfrom developingnuclearweapons.

US Ambassador to the UN Kelly Craft said last week that a draft

resolution on the embargo would be circulated soon.

Council veto-powers Russiaand China have already signaled they
areagainstreimposinganarms embargo on Iran. Iftheyblock the
US-drafted resolution, then Washington will have to follow through
onitssanctionssnapbackthreat.
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Iran will never NEWS
surrendertoillegal e
US pressures, says
Foreign Ministry Serbiaeagerto )
boostlong-standing
IrantoTake Legal ;i::::dly tieswith
Action If'S Korean _
Banks Failto Release  SPeaker of National
. Assembly  of  the
Funds: CBI Chief Republic of Serbia Maja
Gojkovic congratulated
%35.4 growthin Mohammad Bager Qalibaf
foreign investmentin onhiselectionaslIran's
industl'ysector parliament speaker,

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

stressing the need for
o promoting friendly
relationsbetween the two
countries.Inamessage on
Tuesday, Maja Gojkovic

04:15:57 expressed hope that the
Noon call to prayer : friendly relations of Iran
13:03:06 and Serbia will be further

Evening call to prayer:

20:31:13

WEATHER

High:35°c

Low:16 °c

developed during the

mission of Ghalibaf.
Given  the  strong
potential of Serbia-

Iran parliamentary
cooperation and the
increasing role of the
parliamentary systemin
theworld, the parliaments
will play a crucialrolein
promotingbilateral ties,
shesaid.

Enemiesseektodamage Iran, Afchanistanrelations: official
AnofficialinIran’s Interior Ministry said that the death of Afghan nationals on
the border between Afghanistan and Iran has nothing to do with Iran’sborder
guards.Speakingto ILNA news agency, the head ofthe Bureau for Aliens & Foreign
Immigrants’ Affairs, MahdiMahmoudisaid thatthe enemies seekto create tension
betweenIranand Afghanistan Referringtotherumorsaboutthetortureand drowning
ofanumberofAfghancitizensinasharedborderriver (Harirod River) in Afghanterritory

bytheborder forces, headded “Although there are fundamental doubtsabouttheaccuracy of
this claimsand certainly, thisincidenthasnothingtodowith Iran'sborder guards.”Iran has extensive evidence
thattheincidenthasnothappened onitsborders. AccordingtoIran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyyed Abbas
Mousavi, the confirmedreportsreceived fromtheborderguards ofthe IslamicRepublicofIranshowthatsuchan
incidenthasnotoccurred onthe mentioned dateandlocation.
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Iranian nation shatters US''knee on throat

policy': President Rouhani

UN Chief'Urges Fast Action to Avoid " Global
Food Emergency’

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called for

immediate action Tuesday to avoid a “global food

emergency,’ saying more than 820 million people are

hungry,some 144 million children under-5years-old are

stunted, and the COVID19- pandemicis making things

worse.

Hesaid thereis more than enough food
tofeedtheworld’s 7.8 billion people but
“ourfood systemsare failing.”

The UN chieflaunched apolicybriefing
onthe Impactof COVID-19 on Food
Security and Nutrition Tuesday which
said before the pandemic more than
820 million people were “chronically
foodinsecure,” with 135 million atcrisis
levels or worse.“Thatnumber could
nearly doublebefore the end ofthe year
due to theimpacts of COVID-19,” the
briefingsaid, APreported.And Guterres
said some 49 million extra people may
fallinto extreme poverty due to the
pandemicand itsimpact.

Noting forecasts ofa global economic
downturn this year, he warned that
every percentage pointdropin global
GDP means an additional 700,000
stunted children.

Accordingto the briefing, measures
totackle the COVID-19 pandemicare
affecting global food supply chains.
“Borderrestrictions and lock-downs
are, for example, slowing harvests
in some parts of the world, leaving
millions of seasonal workers without
livelihoods, while also constraining
transportoffood to markets,” the UN
briefing said.

Itpointed to the forced closure of meat
processing plants and food markets
inmany locations because of serious
COVID-19 outbreaks.

Agnes Kalibata, the UN special envoy
toaFood Systems Summit scheduled
in 2021, said “from the US to India,
produceisrottinginthe fieldsaslock-

downskeep people from harvestingand
planting crops.”

“That means less income for
desperately hungry people to buy food
andlessfood available,athigherprices,”
she said in a statement. “And this is
happeningacross the world.”

Kalibata also said millions ofliters of
milk are beingdumped in the United
Kingdom for lack of buyers “while
in Colombia families hangred flags
outside theirwindows toindicate they
are hungry”

The briefing said high levels of
unemployment, loss ofincome, and
rising food costs are also makingaccess
to food difficult.

To address food security during the
pandemic, Guterres said food and
nutrition services mustbe designated
as essential, and food workers must
be protected.He said countries must
ensure access for the mostvulnerable
“to safe, nutritious foods, particularly
for young children, pregnant and
breastfeeding women, older people
and otherat-risk groups.”

And he urged investment in food
systems that better address the
needs of food producers and workers
and provide “more inclusive access
to healthy and nutritious food so we
can eradicate hunger.”Guterres also
called forre-balancing the relationship
between food systems and the
environment.

“We cannot forget that food systems
contribute up to 29 percent of all
greenhouse gas emissions, including
44 per centofmethane,and are having
anegativeimpacton biodiversity,” he
said.

Kalibata, the UN envoy, said “countries
face anagonizing trade-offbetween
saving lives or livelihoods or, in a
worst-case scenario, saving people
from COVID-19 to have them die from
hunger”

World Bankin itsreport “global economic prospects”

predicted %5.3-growth for Iran this year butitsaid the

growth for the nextyear willbereachto 2.1 percentwhich

means an end to 3 consecutive years of contraction. We'd

asked professor Hanke foracommentary aboutthisreport.

Steve Hanke is a Professor of Applied
Economicsatthe Johns Hopkins University
inBaltimore (USA).Heisone oftheworld's
leading experts on currency boards and
measuringand stoppinghyperinflations.

Asked aboutwhy the overall performance
seems better comparedto 2019 (whenthe
growthratefeltto-8.2%) despite Coronavirus
pandemic,sanction pressuresand collapse of
oil pricein markets, Hanke said: “Onereason
thatthe growth prospects for Iran thatare
anticipated by the World Bankare notuglier
isthattheywerealready extremely ugly in
2019.Priortotheoutbreakofthe coronavirus,
theIranian economywas so depressed and
already so close to the bottom ofthe barrel
thattherewasverylittleroom forittofallany

Iran's annual inflation rate in 2019 only
%20.1/yr: Steve Hanke

further”.

Iraninflationstood at20.1 % till the end of
2019

World banksaid the inflation came downto
nearly 20%intherecentmonths.Asked about
the continuation ofthe downward trend in
the coming months, this Applied Economics
professortold us: Thavenoopinionaboutthe
coursethatinflationmighttakeinIran.
"Imeasurelran’sinflationrateveryaccurately
each day, butIdo not make forecasts for
countries with elevated inflation rates.
It's foolish to make inflation forecasts for
countrieslikeIran.Ifyoulookattheinflation
forecastsfor countriesthatare experiencing
elevated rates of inflation, you will see that
theyalways turn outtobewildlyinaccurate”
Hanke said, adding that:" Justlookat the
IMF'sforecasts forIran.In October2019,only
three shortmonthsuntilthe end ofthe year,
theInternational Monetary Fund forecasted
thatIran'send of year inflation rate would
be31.1%/yr. Well,Imeasured Iran'sannual
inflationrateon December 31,2019, and it
wasonly 20.1%/yr".

Gen. Hajizadeh hails
longstanding, intimate
ties between Army, IRGC

Commander of the Aerospace Force of the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) has
underlined thatthe deep-rooted friendshipand
intimacy between the Army and the IRGC.
“The friendship, intimacy and communication
between the IRGC and the Army are deep-
rooted, and nothing can mar such friendship,”
Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh said late
Tuesday.

He made the remark on the anniversary of
aretaliatory operation launched over the
martyrdom oflate Deputy Chief ofthe Iranian
Armed Forces General Staff Ali Sayyad Shirazi.
Hajizadeh noted that the formation of elite
forces’artillery wasindebted to the assistance
of Martyr Sayyad Shirazi, stressing that the

revenge operation for his martyrdom was
extremely importantforthe IRGC.

“The assassination of Sayad Shirazi was
intolerable for us. After his martyrdom, the
mission ofrevenge againstthe hypocrites was
assigned to the IRGCair force, duringwhich we
inflictheavy casualties onthem,” headded.

Ali Sayad Shirazi was the chief-of-staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces during the eight-year
Iran-Iragwarinthe 1980s.

He was assassinated in 1999 by the terrorist
Mujahedin group (MKO).

Shortly after the terrorist attack, the IRGC
targeted the MKO base in Iraq by dozens of
missiles.

The MKO is supported by the Western
countries, especially the United States and
France.

The terrorist group has killed over 17,000
Iranian citizens since the victory of the Islamic
Revolutionindifferentterroristattacks.
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