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150 Iranian trucks enter Turkey
after three-month hiatus due to
pandemic: IRICA

Spokesman for the [slamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration [IRICA] said thatanumberof 150 Iranian
trucks entered neighboring Turkey on Fri. after trade

Sunday ,June 7, 2020, No. 515

activities between the two countries were halted for
aboutthree months dueto the spread of coronavirus
global pandemic.

Afterreopeningthe Turkishborders, 15 Iranian trucks
entered this countryin the first day when Iran and
Turkeyresumed theirtrade andbusinessactivitiesamid
pandemic.

Seyyed Rouhollah Latifi said that these 150 trucks
delivered their cargoestoneighboring Turkey through
thethreeborders of Bazargan, Seroand Razi.
Accordingtohim, 35 Turkish trucks, carryinggoods,
entered theland and territory of the Islamic Republic
ofIran.

Anumber of 54 wagons of goods were exported from
Iran to neighboring Turkey via Razi Customsin the
firstday when the two countries resumed theirtrade
activities after three months, he said, adding, “Turkey
alsosent26 wagons ofgoodsand commodities to the
IslamicRepublicoflran.”

Turkishland borders had been shutdown towards
Iraniantrucksas of Feb.22 and the trade and business
activities between the two countries were resumed
aftermorethanthree-monthhiatus duetothespread of
COVID-19,IRICA spokesmanadded.

Changes in Iran's CB Forex
Market Policy

Governor ofthe Central Bank of Iran saysthe bankhas
putanend to the unreasonable practice of injecting
foreign currencyintothe marketto control forexrates.
"Pumping forex into the market was the only tool for
controllingforeign exchangeratesinthe pastdecades.
Butnow we have taken amore thoughtful approach
towards the market," Abdolnasser Hemmati told
parliamenton Tuesday.
Hedidnotsayifandtowhatextentthenewapproachhad
beensuccessful.

"The CBlinjected nearly $280 billioninto the currency
marketinthepast15yearstocontrolexchangeratesand,
by extension, therate ofinflation," he said.

But "large portions ofthatmoney wastaken outofthe
country," he complained without naming names or
sayinghow and by whom such huge amounts found
theirwayout.

[talsowasnotclearwhyall the state oversightbodies,
includingthe CBI'sowninvestigative departments, were
unabletostopthe colossal theftof national wealth.

The CBIshifteditsfocus fromthe marketitselftofactors
impacting currency rates from 2018 (suchasunruly
tradersand streetmoneychangers), when Hemmati
tookoffice. "Wealsorevised the policy ofallocating
foreign currency for (importing) basicgoods.”

The senior bankernoted that with the newapproach
the CBImanaged to purchasenearly $1billion fromthe
marketandincreaseitsforexreserves.
Areportpublishedinthe Persian-language economic
newspaper Donya-e-Eqtesadreported thatthe CBIhas
longrelied oninjectinghard currencyinto the market
tobeableto control ratesin the past 15 years. The
reportsaid there existsacloserelationship between
oilrevenues ofthe governmentand the volume of forex
injections by the CBI. The CBI pumped $55.3 billion
and $49.7 billion into the market, respectively,in 2009
and 2010 which wasthe highestinthe past 15 years.
Governmentincome from crude oilexportthen wasat
anall-timehigh.

Hemmati'srare meetingwiththelawmakerscameamid
highandrisingcurrencyratesin Tehran. Forexrateshave
been oftheascendingordersince thebeginning ofthe
currentfiscalyear (March 20) withthe USD gainingmore
than 12%againsttherialintwomonths.
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Transactions With Eurasian Economic
Unionat2.18Sb Since PTA Came Into Effect

[ranandthe Eurasian EconomicUnion have traded

2.11$billion worth

ofgoodssince Oct.2019,27,

when the preferential trade agreementbetween

thetwo sides came

into effect, according to the

spokesmanoftheIslamicRepublicofIran Customs

Administration.
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“Trade  under
the preferential
trade agreement
accounted for
around 53% of
the total sum,”

WS

B Rouhollah Latifi

was quoted as
sayingby IRNA on Monday.
“Iran’s total exportsto the
bloc reached over $584
million, accounting for
27.67% ofthe total trade
value. Imports from the
five EEUmember states hit
$1.52billion, whichaccount
for72.32% of Iran-EEU’s
tradevalueovertheperiod.”
Latifinoted that53%, 23%
and 16% ofIran’s exports
wenttoRussia,Armeniaand
Kazakhstanrespectively,
which made them the
country’s biggestexport
destinations fromamong
thefive EEUmemberstates.
Thespokesmanadded that
Iran’smainexported goods
includedapples, pistachios,
liquefied natural gas, kiwis
and grapes, which made
up 14.5%, 11.9%, 8.1%,
7.2%and 3% ofthe exports
respectively.
“About 78.5%, 18% and
2% of our imports came
from Russia, Kazakhstan
and Belarusrespectively.
Armeniaand Kyrgyzstan
each had less thana 1%
shareinexportstolran.Our
importsfromtheblocwere
mainly essential goods,
suchasbarley, wheat, field
corn, sunflower oil and
lamb meatthataccounted
for27%,24%,17.5%,11%
and 3.5% respectively of
ourtotal purchasesoverthe
period,”hesaid.
Iranand Eurasian Economic
Unionsigned athree-year

provisional agreementin
Astana, Kazakhstan, on
May 17,2018, fortheblocto
welcomelraninto EEU. The
arrangement, whichlowers
orabolishescustomsduties,
is the first step toward
implementing free trade
between Iran and the five
membersoftheunion.

The average tariff set by
EEU on Iranian goods as
partofapreferential trade
agreementstandsat3.1%,
whilethefigureis 12.9% for
EEUgoodsexportedtolran.
The two sides have listed
862 typesofcommoditiesin
theirthree-yearprovisional
tradeagreement. Asperthe
deal, Iran will enjoy easier
export terms and lower
customsdutieson502items
and the same goes for 360
itemsfromthe EEUmember
states.

EEU removed tariffs on
imports of 11 Iranian
agricultural and food
products in April. It
conveyed the decision
to the Trade Promotion
Organization oflraninan
officialletter.
“Goodsthatcan, fromnow
on,beexported atzerotariff
includepotato,onion, garlic,
cabbage, carrot, chili,wheat,
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grains, rice and ready-to-
eat meals for kids. The
measure taken by EEU in
these difficulttimes, when
the countryisbattling the
Covid-19 crisisinaddition
toeconomicsanctions,can
helpboostourproduction
andexports,” RezaNourani,
thehead of Iran’s National
Association for Agricultural
Products, was quoted as
sayingbyFarsNews Agency.
To be able to use this
opportunity fully, the official
added, theinfrastructure,
including refrigerated
containers,isnecessary.

EEUmemberstatesinclude

Russia, Kazakhstan,
Armenia, Belarus and
Kyrgyzstan.

The Iran-EEU agreement
is deemed especially
important, considering
unilateral American
sanctions against Iran
since US PresidentDonald
Trumplastyearwalked out
ofthenucleardealtheworld
powerssigned with Tehran
in2015.Thesanctionshave
beenaimedatrestricting
Iran's trade with other
countries to cripple the
Iranian economy,in what
Iranian officials have
termedas"economicwar".

Hossein Selahvarzi,
the deputy head of Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture, saysthe trade
dealismoreofapracticein
free trade for Iran rather
thanashort-lived escape
from the US-imposed
economicsanctions.
Theofficial saysfreetradeis
the “rescueroute” forlran’s
economy.

“If at the end of the road
to joining the EEU, Iran
can identify its points of
weakness and strengthin
freetrade, we cansayithas
made the mostoutofthe
agreement,” hewas quoted
as saying by Donya-e-
Eqtesaddailyassaying.
“The level of trade
exchanges between Iran
and Eurasia could exceed
$30 billion [per year],
said Deputy Minister of
Industries, Mining and
Trade for Commercial
Affairs Hossein Modarres
Khiyabani at the Iran-
Eurasia Trade Forum held
inTehranearlierthismonth.
Khiyabaniputthe current
volume of Eurasia’s trade
exchanges with other
countriesat$900 billion.

France delivers medical cargo to Iran to

fight coronavirus: official

Director of Bazargan Customs
office Sadegh Namdar said that
thefirstcargo of medical supplies
from Francearrived in [ran after
thereopeningofBazarganborder.
He made the remarks on Friday,
saying that the cargo of blood
anti-serum weighing 7,300
kilograms has arrived in the
country.According to Namdar,
the value of the consignment s
618,981 Euros which is on its
way to Tehran.“Previously, due
tothe closure of the border, 19
medical shipments had entered
the country through the Sarisu

marketnearthe Bazarganborder,”
hesaid.Namdarfurthernotedthat
the Bazarganborderreopenedon
Thursdayandresumeditsactivity
afteraperiod ofclosureduetothe
outbreakofcoronavirus.Bazargan
Customs and Mako County are
located near the Iranianborder
with Turkey and the Republic
of Azerbaijan. It is the only
internationalborderbetweenIran
and Turkey,whichisopen24hours
adaylranhasthreeofficialborders
with Turkey, all of whichinclude
Bazargan-Mako, Sarv-Urmia,and
Razi-Khoiin West Azerbaijan.
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Gilanprovincenon-
oilexportsincrease
byl6pct.

The head of Iran's Gilan
province Industry, Mine
and Trade Organization
said on Saturday thatthe
province's exportsinlast
twomonthsincreased by
$80 million showing 16
percentgrowth compared
to the same period last
year.

Farhad Dalq-poush told
IRNA that the province
exported 166,000 tons of
goodsinthis period that
showsa33percentrisein
comparisonwithlastyear.
Hesaid that Astara county
in Gilan province which
had a share of $33,000
dollars with 180 tons of
exportinthis figure, has
specialtrading capacities
and can operateaslran's
exportpilotinthenorth of
the country.Astaraporton
thesouthbeachofCaspian
Sea is located along
North-South Corridor
and hasadistinguished
rolein expanding exports
and trade exchangesata
country-widelevel, Dalg-
poush said, adding that
theportruns45 percentof
tradingin Gilan province.
Astara port is the
westernmost Iranian city
on the southern coasts
of the Caspian Sea with
a population of 91,000
people. The city also
borders the Azerbaijan

Republic.

Iran,Iraq’s
Kurdistanregion
resumeborder
trade

Bashmagq border

market between Iran
and Iraq’s Kurdistan
regionresumed working
after it had stopped
activities for several
weeks shutdown due to
COVID-19 quarantine
period, Iranian Kurdestan
provincedeputygovernor-
general KhaledJafarisaid
on Saturday.Delegations
frombothsides convened
inwestern Iranian city of
Marivan last week and
they decided to openthe
bordermarket observing
the health protocols.
The trucks have to pass
sanitizingtunnelsatboth
sidesoftheborder. While
Iran is rendering the
service free of charge, the
Iraqi Kurdistanregionis
chargingthetrucksatthe
otherside ofthe border,
Jafari said.No decision
has been made yet for
the passengers to be
ableto cross the border,
he said, adding thatany
such decision has to be
made by the Iraqi central
government and the
IslamicRepublicofIran.
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TAEA'snew
reportindicates
continued
verificationfor

Iran,envoysays
Iran's Permanent
Ambassador to
the International
Organizationsin Vienna
Kazem Gharibabadi said
that the International
Atomic Energy Agency's
newreporton]CPOAboth
signifies continuation
of TAEA's verification
activities and portrays
Iran's actions in
implementingitsdecisions
to suspend its JCPOA
commitments.Talking to
reporters late on Friday,
he added thatthe report
on nuclear technical
developmentsreferstothe
followingbreakthroughs:
Iran's heavy water
production exceeds 130
tons and reaches 132.6
tons;Usingnewmachines,
including enrichment
with.R4,I.R5,1.R6,R6,
LLR.S,I.LR.S6,and[.R.2.M
machinesinresearchand
developmentlines;
Enrichmentofuraniumup
to4.5%andbeyondthe set
limitin JCPOA;Production
of1571.6 kgofenriched
uranium, whichis 550.7
kg more than the March's
report,and 1356.5 kg of
which is uranium with a
richnessof4.5%.
Ghariabadi furthernoted
thatfollowing pointshave
alsobeenmentionedinthe
IAEA'sreport:Continuation
of verification and
monitoringactivitiesunder
the special conditions
caused by coronavirusand
proper cooperation ofIran
inthisfield;Continuation of
temporary and voluntary
implementation of the
Additional Protocol by
Iran and the continued
continuation of verification
oftheProtocol declarations
bytheagency;
Continuation ofverification
ofnon-diversion ofnuclear
materialsdeclaredinlIran
bythe Agency;and

The fact that the
IAEA has verified and
monitored Iran'snuclear
commitments  under
the JCPOA.Following the
unilateral withdrawal
of Iran from the JCPOA,
Iran tried to maintain
the nuclear deal on the
conditionthatotherparties
tothe agreement comply
with their commitments
under the deal, butafter
a lapse of nearly two
years and European
parties’ failure to uphold
commitmentsto preserve
Iran's economicbenefits,
Iranbeganstepstoreduce
itscommitmentsovera60-
dayperiod.
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Al-Nujaba warns Israeli regime
frominside Palestine

Al-Nujaba membersin Palestine sending some balloons to
Israeliregime's positions warned this regime against any
miscalculation.

Following the declaration of Zionists’ decision for
appending another partof Palestine to the occupiedlands,
al-Nujaba Islamic Resistance sent this Regime a message
frominside the Palestinianland, reported al-Nujaba’s Centre
for Communications and Media AffairsinIran.

The members of this Movement’s representative office,
using some small balloons, sent the photos of top-rank

Rouhani urges acceleration of projects to

commanders of the Resistance, Martyr Qasem Soleimani,
Imad Mughnieh, Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis, Baha Abolata,and
Ahmad al-Jaabari to the Israeliregime's positions from the
jungle-covered part of Gaza strip.

Inthe clip published on this psychological operation, some
drones are heard thatfollowing the flight of balloons, get
close toballoons toidentify those flying stuff.
Accordingtothe Movement's Office of International Affairs,
al-Nujaba, sending these photos, has emphasized the
continuation ofthe path of Resistance martyrs until the holy
Qudsisliberated, besides they warned the Zionist Regime
againstany miscalculation that will puta greatnumber of
forces, including the whole Resistance Front, against this
Regime.

help production surge, pandemic battle

President Hassan Rouhani, in a phone talk
with Acting Industries Minister Hossein
Modarres Khiabani on Friday, called
for making necessary plans for faster
completion of semi-finished projects and
make face masks available to the public to
fightthe novel coronavirus pandemic.

It should be noted that
followingthe use of small
and large balloons by
Palestinians combatants
for military and non-
military purposes, this
Regime has banned the
use of any balloon or any
other similar staff, and in
casesuchstuffareusedinside
the Palestinianland, drone teams
will quickly be dispatched to that point for
collectinginformation and identification of threats.

NEWS

Switzerland welcomes Iran, US'
humanitariangesturebyreleasing
prisoners

Switzerland has welcomed the recent move by Tehran
and Washington torelease and repatriate American
and Iranian nationals.“Switzerland welcomes the
humanitarian gesture of Iran and the United States.
Switzerland remainsready tosupportandto facilitate
more confidence building measuresbetween the two

NEWS
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Rouhani stressed
that "the Ministry of
Industry, Mine and
Trade must make
the necessary and
comprehensive plans

and operation of the semi-
finished projects as soon as
possiblein the year of Surge
in Production and seriously
pursuethemuntiltheresultsare
achieved."
Thepresidentreferred tothe
instructions given to relevant
officials,includingthe governor
ofthe Central Bankregarding
the provision of foreign
exchange resources, and said,
"[tis necessary to seriously
pursuethebasicgoodsneeded
by the people, as well as the
raw materials of factoriesand
manufacturing enterprisesin
ordertoachievethe prosperity
andsurgeinproduction”.
Healsoreferred to theissues
discussedinthemeetingsofthe
National Task Force for Fighting
Coronavirusand themeetingof
thechairmenofthe committees
ofthetaskforceandsaid, "Pay
attentiontoenough production
and precise distribution of
masks by targeting enough
availability tothe public."
Rouhanionce again thanked
all those at work in the field
of production, especially
the country's hardworking
workers, who in the past
months, despitethe dangerous
situation caused by the
coronavirus outbreak, did not
allowthe country's production
wheeltostop.

"l would like to thank all
those who were involved
in careful implementation
and monitoring of the
implementation of health
protocols, especially in the

productionsector,” he said.
Modarres Khiabaniinformed
the Presidentaboutthelatest
status of theimplementation
of semi-finished industrial
projects,activities of production
enterprises, programs and
measuresaretakentomeetthe
needsofindustryandproducers
and monitoring the accurate
implementation of health
protocols in economic and
productionenterprises.
Reopeningtourism, handicrafts
centers

In another phone talk with
Minister of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Ali
Asghar Mounesan, Rouhani
urged the preparation of
necessary healthinstructions
for reopening tourism and
handicrafts centersandlaying
ofthegroundworkfortheactive
role oftourismbusinesses with
the cooperation of the Health
Committee ofthe National Task
Forcefor Fighting Coronavirus,
so that the groundwork
forthe active role of tourism
businesses canbelaid for the
realization ofthesloganof Surge
inProduction.

During the conversation,
Rouhanireceivedareporton
travel status in recent days,
andstressed, "Withregard to
the successful return of many
of economic sectors to their
activity cycle in compliance
with health protocols, officials
and managers of the tourism
industry must work with
the health committee of the

National Task Force for Fighting
Coronavirus to design the
necessaryhealth protocolsand
implement them accurately
and effectively so that people
cantraveland observe health
protocolsatthesametime.
Thepresidentalsoreferred to
theimportanceofhandicraftsas
animportantareaofeconomic
activity in thelives of people,
especially villagers, as well
asone of the mostimportant
elements of cultural identity,
which has a significant
impact on the economic
cycle of people'slives, saying,
"Withregard to the domestic
marketand the exportshare of
handicrafts, we must provide
the ground for effective role
ofbusinessesin this field with
careful planning along with
otherindustriesinachieving
surge in production with the
participationofthe people.”
Provision ofeducational plans
compatible with COVID-19
battle

Rouhani also held another
phone conversation with
Minister of Science, Research
and Technology Mansour
Gholamiof Friday, duringwhich
hereferredto the inevitable
holidaysinuniversitiesinrecent
months,urginghimto"conduct
scientific and educational
programs forstudentsinaway
thatcompensates for the delays
caused by university closurein
recentdays."
Thepresidentsaid, "Therefore,
with the cooperation of the

reads, “So donotweaken and call for peace while you are

officials of the Health and
Educational Committeesofthe
National Task Force for Fighting
Coronavirus, takingadvantage
ofthe successful experiences of
othercountriesand universities
abroad and relying on the
desired and comprehensive
communicationinfrastructure,
theinterruptioninthe higher
educationsystemduringcorona
shouldbe compensated atan
acceptablelevel.”

Hesaid thatwe should design
and implementlifestyle and
guidelines thatis compatible
with coronavirusinaway that
allows for daily activity and
healthofthe people,adding, "In
thefield ofeducation,inaddition
tousingonlinecommunication
facilities, the necessary
health instructions should
be prepared and approved so
thatifitis necessary to hold
classesineducational centers,
itispossibletohold face-to-face
classessafely."

Raising pandemicawareness
viatargetedinformation
Inaphone talk with Minister
of Health and Medical
Education Saeed Namaki,
Rouhani stressed, "We must
use allmedia capacities, mass
communication facilities and
effective  communication
strategiesto provideaccurate,
effective and purposeful
informationtothe people, while
convincingcitizens to comply
with health protocols and
cooperate with the country's
medical officials."

countriesas partofits good offices,” the Swiss foreign
ministryannounced onFriday.

Tehranannounced on Fridaytherelease ofaUScitizen,
Michael White, whohad beenimprisoned on security
chargesinIran.Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas
Mousavisaid Mr. White was released on Thursday
nightwith Islamickindnessand based humanrights
considerationsand left Tehrantojoinhis family soon.
Mousavinoted thatsince Whitehad nooneinlran,
hewashanded overtothe USinterests sectioninthe
country,i.e.the Embassy of Switzerland.
Mousavialsosaid,"Simultaneous with White'srelease,
Majid Taheri,anIranianscientistwhowasimprisoned
inthe United States for falsereasons, wasreleased too."
Majid Taheriwas sentenced to 16 monthsin prison
for charges of circumventing unilateral anti-Iranian
sanctions.On Wednesday, Another Iranian scientist
Sirous Asgariwhohadbeenimprisonedinthe United
Stateshasreturnedtothe country.

Sanctions for Iran oil supply to
Venezuela go beyond all limits:

Russiandiplomat

The United States’ threats of posing sanctions on other
governmentsin casetheyfacilitate suppliesofIranianoil
toVenezuelaareunacceptable,aRussiandiplomatsaid.
"Certain warnings voiced a few days ago by the US
administration to governmentsaround the world
regarding any cooperation in Iran oil supplies
to Venezuela go beyond any acceptable limits,"
spokeswoman for the Russian foreign ministry Maria
Zakharovatold abriefing Thursday, TASSreported.
"Toadd to the previously put forward threatagainst
insurersand ship owners, Washington now threatens
portadministrations, ownersand captains of vessels.
Inthelastfew days, the US Treasury expanded the
sanctionlistbyadding four more shipping companies
engagedinlranoil deliveriesto Venezuela, extendingthe
restrictionsinplaceand otheraggressive statements.”
The diplomat emphasized that the application of
restrictive measuresagainst Caracasaffects Venezuela’s
economy andsocial sphere. "From the international
lawviewpoint, thisisone of the clearest examples of
illegitimate nature of such stepswhich are exacerbated
by the difficult epidemiological situation in the
world," sheunderlined. "Inthe pandemic, they (steps)
look cynical and inhuman and simply do not allow
Venezuelanauthorities to fully supply the population
withmedicineand otherequipmentnecessaryto fight
the coronavirusinfection.

"We condemn thisillegitimate practice and demand
thattheseactionsagainstasovereign state be ceased,
recallingthatVenezuela’s priority nowisto overcome
domesticdisagreementsandlackoftrust.”

Parl. speaker responds to
Trump's talks offer with a
verse from holy Quran

Iran’s Parliament speaker has reacted to a tweet by US
President Donald Trump on entering a new round of
talks with Iran after he unilaterally withdrew from an
international nuclear deal with the Islamic Republic, saying
thatresistanceis the key to defeatthe hawkish enemies.
Following the release and repatriation ofa US citizen,
Michael White, from Iran, and the release of Iranian national
Dr. Majid Taheri, Trump wrote on his Twitter account on
Friday, “ThankyouIran. Don'twaituntil after the US election
tomake the Big deal.I'm going to win. You’'ll make abetter
dealnow!”

Reacting to the comment, Iran’s Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaftweeted a verse of the Holy
Quran (SuraMuhammad [47:35]), the translation of which

superior; and Allahis with youand will never deprive you of
[thereward of] your deeds.”

In May 2018, US President Donald Trump took anillegal
and unilateral decision to end Washington’s participation
inthe nuclear deal and re-impose the sanctions that the
agreementhadlifted, in defiance of the factthatthe accord
hasbeenendorsed by the UN Security Council in the form of
Resolution2231.

Tehran maintains thatitsnuclear programis merely peaceful
asalsoasserted by other signatories of the JCPOA.

Ever since withdrawing from the agreement, Washington
haslaunched a so-called maximum pressure campaign
against Tehran, seeking to pressure it with a growinglist of
widespread sanctions targeting the Islamic Republic.
Trump hasbeen trying to bring Iran to the negotiation table
foranewdeal.

Iran, however, has reiterated thatit will not enter into
negotiations with the United States, unless Washington

returns to the 2015 nuclear deal thatithas unilaterally quit.
Following Trump’s Friday tweet, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif said itis up to Trump to decide when
toredress his mistake ofleaving the Irannuclear deal signed
between the Islamic Republicand major world powers.



1,200 medical centers conducting coronavirus tests in Iran: Rouhnai
Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniannounced on Saturday that 1,200 medical
centersaretaking coronavirustestsacrossIran.Makingtheremarksatthemeeting
ofNational Coronavirus Combatand Prevention Headquarters, hehailed the efforts
ofthe Iranian medical staffin combatagainst Covid-19,saying that the fight with
thediseasewillbe continued untilthe discoveryasuitabletreatmentandvaccine for
its.Herequired the [ranian nationtohave theirroutinelifestyle butactmore prudently

dealingwith thelethal respiratory virusand continue preserving the health protocols

20000 Rials

sincetheoutbreakis probabletogoone forseveralmonths. Rouhanisaid thatby the presenttime 20 percentof

[ranianshavebeeninfected by the diseaseandas predicted between 40 percentto 70 percentofthe people will
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beinfected.Thelranian Presidentunderlined the significance of movingtowards online platforms forrunning
[ran'seducationsystemandetc.

supply to Venezuela
gobeyond all limits:
Russiandiplomat Prisonersswap
Transactions With not the result of
Eurasian Economic negotiations with
Unionat 2.1Sb Since US: Shamkhani
PTA Came Into Effect Iran's secretary of the
. Supreme National
150 Iranian trucks Security Council, Ali
enter Turkey after Shamkhani stressed
three-month hiatus that the prisoners
duet demic: swap was not the
uctopandemic: resultofnegotiations
IRICA
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choice butto portray
false successes for
him,” Shamkhaniwrote
on his official Twitter
account.“The exchange
of prisonersisnotthe
resultofnegotiations
and no talks will
happenin future,” he
added.

Rouhaniurges acceleration of projects to

help production surge, pandemic battle

Covidl9-Curbs Could Return as Overnight
Infections Escalate

AmidanewsurgeinIran’s daily count of Covid19- cases,

President Hassan Rouhani suggested restrictions could

bereimposedto curtail the deadly pandemic.

Rouhani on Wednesday said public disregard
for Covid-19 guidelines couldlead to thereturn
of containment measures, which will in turn
disturbnormallife and deliver aheavyblowto
theeconomy, President.irreported.
Theremarks came adaybefore Iranreporteda
record single-day spikeininfections.

“If the outbreak peaks in any part of the
country, authorities will have no choice but
to reintroduce restrictive measures,” the
presidentsaid.

Since April, the governmenthas cutback on
confinement measures butordered places of
business to abide by protocols devised by the
Health Ministry. Health officialshave attributed
therecentsurgetothe extensive reopeningsas
wellasaggressive testing.

The national tally now stands at 167,156
diagnosed caseswithatleast8,134 deaths.
Rouhanireiterated hisadministration’s policy
offighting the infectious disease on Thursday,
urging people to observe social distancing so
economicactivities could alsoresume.

“The society needs to believe that the future
of coronavirusisuncertain. Therefore, people
should adjustall aspects of their lives to the
virus,”headded.

The presidentordered the industries minister
to produce and widely distribute a sufficient

volume of facemasks.

During Thursday’s coronavirus taskforce
meeting, the committee canceled the furloughs
of prisoners that could pose athreatto the
security of the country, but extended the
temporaryrelease of otherinmates.
Following the reports of relatively safely-held
Friday prayersinlow-riskregions, the taskforce
isplanningto allow moderate-risk parts of the
country tohold communal prayers on Fridays.
[ran’sartistic scene will finally have an answer
by June 20 when the taskforce will decide
whether to allow the industry to resume
activities.

Iran’sinfections dropped on Friday with 2,886
overnightcases,downbynearly 20% fromaday
earlier when the nationregistered anall-time
high ofover 3,500 cases.

“Some 80% ofthe new patients werein close
contact with an infected person,” Health
Ministry Spokesman Kianoush Jahanpoursaid.
Daily fatalitiesinched upward on Friday with
63 deaths.Nearly 130,000 have recovered or
lefthospitals.

According to the health official, 2,573 are in
critical condition.

Iranhas conducted over one million diagnostic
teststodetectthevirus.

Jahanpoursaid, “During the past 24 hours,
13 provinces reported no fatalities and five
registered only one."The southeastern province
of Kerman was on Friday added to the list of
regions with alarmingrates of Covid-19 cases.
More than 6.7 have so far contracted the virus
throughoutthe world, more than 393,000 of
whomhave losttheirlives.

Iran's Permanent Ambassador to the International

Organizationsin Viennanoted thatthe International

AtomicEnergy Agency’sreportindicates continuation of

verificationactivities over Iran nuclear program.

Speaking to reporters on Friday, Kazem
Ghariabadisaid thatthenewreportalsoportrays
Iran'sactionsinimplementingits decisionsto
suspenditsJCPOA commitments.

Hesaid thatthereportonnucleartechnical
developments refers to the following
improvements:

-Iran'sheavywater productionexceeds 130tons
andreaches132.6tons;
-Usingnewmachines,includingenrichmentwith
IR4,IR5,IR6,IRS,IRS 6,and IR2 M machinesin
researchand developmentlines;
-Enrichmentofuraniumupto4.5%andbeyond
thesetlimitin]JCPOA;

-Productionof1571.6 kgofenriched uranium,
whichis550.7 kgmorethanthe March'sreport,
and 1356.5kgofwhichisuraniumwitharichness
0f4.5%.

Theenvoy furthernoted thatthereportindicates
acontinuation of verification and monitoring
activitiesunderthe special conditions caused
by coronavirusand proper cooperation of Iran
inthisfield, whilealso showinga continuation of
temporaryandvoluntaryimplementation ofthe
Additional Protocol by Iranand the continued
continuation of verification of the Protocol
declarationsbytheagency.

TAEA’s newreportindicates continued
verification over Iran nuclear program: envoy

[talsoshowsa continuation ofverification ofnon-
diversionofnuclearmaterialsdeclaredinlranby
the Agency,hesaid,addingthatitprovesthefact
thattheIAEAhasverifiedand monitoredIran's
nuclear commitmentsundertheJCPOA.
TheJCPOAwassignedin 2015 between Iran
and theso-called 5+1.Iranaccepted tolimit
itsnuclear programinreturn for the removal
of UN sanctions. Despite all the reports of the
IAEAwhichapproved Iran’sadherencetoits
commitments, US President Donald Trump
pulled his countryoutofthedealinMay2018and
unilaterallyimposed harshestsanctions against
[ranindefiance oftheinternationallaw.
Tehranimplementeda1-year ‘strategicpatience’
inface of sanctions, calling on other partiesto
thedealtosafeguarditsinterests.Oneyearafter
the USwithdrawal, Tehranannounced thatit
would reduce commitmentstothedealin 60-day
intervals.

Tehran’s fifth and final step was takenin early
January.Iran announced thatitwill observe no
operationallimitations onitsnuclearindustry,
withregard tothe capacity andlevel of uranium
enrichment, theamountofenriched materialsas
wellasresearchand development.

Thelranian government, however,emphasized
that it will continue to cooperate with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
aswasthe caseinthe past.Iran hasrepeatedly
announced thatitisready toresume fulfillingits
commitmentsunderthelandmarknucleardeal
ifsanctionsimposed onthe countryareremoved
anditcanavailitselfoftheJCPOA'sbenefits.

Exportofnon-oilgoodson
Qeshm Island’s portshits
7.Sfoldintwomonths

The Director General of Hormozgan
Ports and Maritime Organization
said thatexportofproductsinports
of Qeshm Island experienced a
considerable 7.8fold hike.Allahmorad
Afifipourinaninterview with FNA
on Sat. said that 676,000 tons of

various types ofgoods wereloaded
and unloaded from ports on Qeshm
Islandinthe firsttwo months of the
currentyear [from March 21 to May
20], showingasignificant growth
as compared to the same period of
lastyear.Implementation ofhealth
protocolsresultedin 98% reduction
inmaritime transport,headded.He
expounded onthe performance ofthe
organizationinloadingandunloading

goodsonQeshmIslandinthefirsttwo
monthsofthecurrentyearandadded,
“inthisperiod, 676,933 tonsofvarious
types ofoil-and non-oil goods were
loadedand unloaded onthisIsland.”Of
total goodsloaded and unloaded on
QeshmIsland, 656,737 tons of which
isrelated tothe non-oil goods while
theremaining 20,196 tonsofgoodsis
related to the oil products, Afifipour
emphasized.

FAO: Multipleimpactof
COVIDI19-,desertlocust
willfuel hungerin Asia, the

Pacific

Whiletheworldfightstoslowthespread
of COVID-19, the worst pandemic
experiencedinacentury, countries
in South and Southwest Asia are
simultaneously respondingto plagues
of pests which threaten to worsen

hunger and thelivelihoods of millions
of people, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) haswarned.Swarms of Desert
Locust, over thelast couple of months,
have moved swiftly into west Asia
attackingvegetationinpartsoflranand
Pakistan,andarenowthreateningcrops
inIndia, FAO saidinapressrelease on
Saturday.These swarmsare the worst
experiencedinmorethanageneration,
the press release said, adding that

FAO experts estimate the number of
locusts could grow twenty-fold in the
upcomingrainy seasonin South Asia
unless extrameasures to counter the
swarmsareputinplace.‘FAQistracking
themovementsacross Africa, Asiaand
the Middle East."Fall army worm, a
maize-destroyingpestthatmigrated to
Asiafrom Africain2018,hasalsospread
acrossthe continentand hasarrivedin
Australia, the UN organizationsaidinits
pressrelease.
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