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Oil surges 13% to 2-month
high on hopes of global demand

rebound

Crude oil pricesjumped to atwo-month high on
Monday, reflecting output cuts and investors'
bettingthatlooserlockdownswillboostdemand
for fuel. West Texas Intermediate crude futures
soaredasmuch as 13%,t0 $33.32 perbarrel. Brent
crude, the international benchmark, climbed
10%,to $35.72 atintraday highs.The combination
of global production cuts and recovery
expectations hasbeendriving oil prices higher,
Jeffrey Halley, Oanda's senior market analyst for
Asia Pacific, said inanote on Friday.OPEC and its
alliesreached adeal to cutoil production by 9.7
millionbarrels per dayin May and June to shore up
the price ofthe commodity. Prices tanked earlier
thisyearasthe coronavirus pandemic weighed
oneconomicactivity and Saudi Arabiaand Russia
waged a bitter oil-price war.Citing an unnamed
OPECdelegate, Energy Intelligencereported on
Monday that OPEC might extend the cuts through
therestofthe year.Several countries thathad
enforced strictlockdown measures — including
Italy, Iran, Spain, Israel,and Germany — have been
easing them. However, the risk of a second wave
ofinfectionsresultinginafreshsetofrestrictions
remains.Several US states have also lifted some
lockdown measures. As of Friday, Georgia, South
Carolina,and Montana had lifted stay-at-home
orders, while others including Texas, Maine,
and Illinois had eased some restrictions.The
combination of supply cuts and greater hopes
forademand recovery has helped to boost oil
prices.Halley said WTI and Brent outperformed
on Monday because of "China stimulus measures,
decreasingsupplyand peakvirushopes."The WTI
contract for May delivery turned negative for the
firsttime in history on April 20 as the coronavirus
pandemic tanked demand for fuel and worries
mounted aboutashortage of storage facilities,
particularly atakey hubin Cushing, Oklahoma.
However,arepeatisunlikely whenJune contracts
expire on Tuesday, as market forces are pushing
prices higher, Halley said.Analysts welcomed
Monday's gains but questioned whether prices
would remain stable in thelong term."[tis still
unclearifthe prices can continue their upward
journey atthe currentpace, and especially if we
have avalid reason for the crude price to top the
$35," Aslam said.Markets remainina "tug-of-war
pattern,” whereitremains unknown "whether
the damage will be alot worse than feared or the
recovery will be much swifter," Neil Wilson, the
chief marketanalystat Markets.com, saidina
morningnote.

Iran's wheat output to exceed

14mtons

Advisorto Iranian Agricultural Jihad Minister
Esmail Esfandiaripour said thanks to the suitable
climate and implementation of Agricultural Jihad
Ministry's plans, production of wheatin Iran
will exceed 14 million tons.Speaking to IRNA,
Esfandiaripour said wheatharvesting has started
inninehotand dry provincesinsouthernlran.He
referred to the supply of seeds, pesticides, expert
advice,and technical monitoring, and in particular
the control of pests as supports providedinline
with creating aleap in wheat production this
year.Ardebil with 4.5 million tons of production
ofagricultural items has a4 percentshare of
agricultural production ofthe country:.

The Agricultural Jihad Ministry has putonits
agendasupporting production and introducing
new items by the private sector, he said, adding
that21 newkinds of wheatoverthelastfewyears.
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Followingreports thatthe Central Bank of Iran

hasallowed companies toimportgoods “without

transferringforeign currency”, the CBloutlined

conditionsfordoingso.
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The so-called
import without
forex allocation

referstoamethod
N E W s of import where
NEWS companies can

_EEEM  use their own

foreign currency,
inoroutside the country, for
imports.
Inanotice onits website,
the CBlsaiditwelcomesthe
method on the condition
thatimporters determine
the origin of their foreign
currency holdings.
Accordingtomediareports,
the same method was
common inthe recentpast
for importing goods for
which the governmentwas
unable orunwillingto open
letter of credit.
However, the CBlimposed
restrictions on thisimport
practicereportedly due to
transparency issues.
To improve transparency
inexport-importoperation
and monitor forex
allocation for imports,
theregulatorintroduced
an electronic platform
and obliged importers
to declare the amount
of currency needed for a
particular good plus details
regarding origin, volume
andbrand name.
Thereturn of the method
was first announced by
Hossein Modares Khiabani,
caretaker of Industries
Ministrylate on Saturday.
Hesaid the CBlhasgiventhe
go-aheadto firmstoimport
raw material without
applying for forex from the
regulator.
This came on the heels of
a new CBI directive that
allows companies to use
their own foreign currency
for import, according to

SMS:30007232
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Iran Gov’t Reviving ‘Import Without
Forex’ Policy

ILNA.

Following mounting
pressure on the treasury,
the CBI has informed
companies thatitwill soon
stop supplying foreign
currency for a number
of goods through the
secondary currency market
(known as Nima), and
henceforth they should use
theirownforexforbringing
foreigngoods.

No details were provided,
but business leaders in
recent months have been
quoted as saying that the
CBI has already stopped
allocating subsidized forex
forimporting some basic
goodslikericeand sugar.
Nima is an online
platform affiliated to the
CBIwhere exporters sell
their overseas currency
income and companies
buyitforimporting goods,
machinery, equipmentand
raw materials.
Elaborating on the
provisions of the new
directive on its website,
the CBI said importers
have used forex whose
origins were explicit
and transparent, adding
thattheyneed to declare
the origin of the foreign
currency to be able to
import.

“Two years ago and due
to limitations imposed
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by the sanctions, the
CBI introduced clear
procedures for offering
currency [income] from
exportrevenue,”itsaid.
Aspartofthe procedures,
exporters mustsell partof
their proceeds via Nima.
They can also use part of
their overseas earnings to
import raw material for
their own company or that
ofathirdpartyinIran.
Theregulator reiterated
that it will welcome
importers using this
method “on the condition
that input and output
of the said currencies
is unambiguous and
transparent.”

The CBI underscored
the critical need for
transparency, saying that
“transparency is the key
factorinboostingdomestic
production.”

Skirting Sanctions
Importerscriticize the CBI's
insistence on clarifying the
source of currency used
forimport, claiming that
suchrestrictions obstruct
the need for bypassing
unilateral US sanctions.
“Importing goods without
announcingthe origin of
the foreign currency helps
skirt the sanctions as it
allows deals in currency
directly by the people and
toward the economiccycle,”

said Arash Mohebinejad,
secretary of the Specialized
Manufactures of Auto Part
Association told IRNA.
“The CBIhasalwaysinsisted
on knowing the origin of
forexused forimport. This
indeed makes dodging
sanctions difficult as
the origin of the money
would also be exposed the
sanctioning party,” he said,
referring to the belligerent
United States under Donald
Trump.

Recalling thatthe country
isfacinga foreign currency
crunch, Mohebinejad said
the CBl hasnotallocateda
dimein foreign currency to
spare partmanufacturersin
the currentfiscal year that
started in March.

Alireza Monaqebi, an
importer, underscored
the need to resume
“importwithout currency
allocation” especially ata
time when Iran’s foreign
trade is saddled with a
wholelotof difficulties, the
USsanctionsinparticular.
“Only the private sector can
circumvent the sanctions.
The country needs raw
materialand machinery for
production,” he told ILNA,
echoing the complaints
of large numbers of
manufacturing companies
stuckwithimportproblems
andfacinginsolvency.

Iranisready to re-exportgas to
Turkeys; official

The director of dispatching
atthe National Iranian Gas
Company told that Iran to
resume gas exportsto Turkey
assoonaspossible.Speakingto
ILNAnewsagency, thelranian
official MehdiJamshidi-dana
said "Iran's gas exports to
Turkey were suspended due
toapipelineexplosion.”

he added that Turkey is
repairing the pipelines
importing gas from Iran on
its soil and we will resume
gas exports whenever we

arenotified thatthe pipeline
repairinghasbeencompleted.
Iransellsabout10billion cubic
metersofgasayearto Turkey
undera 25-year supply deal
signedin 1996. This pipeline
has been hit by terrorist
attackssince the 1990s.The
explosion occurred near the
Gurbulak border gate with
Iranin Agriprovince, which
is near the joint Bazargan
border. Later, the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) claimed
responsibility fortheattack
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What's News

Iron Ore Pellet
Production
Reaches 3.6m
Tonsin1 Month

A total of 3.66 million
tonsofiron ore pellets
were producedinIran
duringthe first month
ofthe currentfiscal year
(March20-April19)to
registera4% decrease
compared with last
year's corresponding
period.

Latest data released
by the Iranian Mines
and Mining Industries
Development
and Renovation
Organization show
Golgohar was the
largest producer
with 1.02 million tons
(down 3% YOY),
followed by Mobarakeh
Steel Company with
608,101 tons (down
9% Y0Y), MIDHCO with
550,555 tons (down
5% YO0Y), Khouzestan
Steel Company with
536,743 (down 1%
YOY), Chadormaluwith
331,301 tons (down
2%YO0Y), Opal Parsian
Sangan with 289,326
tons (down 6% YOY),
Sangan Mineral and
Industrial Company
with 231,294 tons (up
8% YOY), Khorasan
Steel Company with
43,147 tons (down 39%
YOY) and Sabanour
Miningand Industrial
Development Company
with 44,872 tons (up
13% YOY).IMIDRO's
latestreportonunder-
construction iron ore
pelletproduction units
indicateatotal 0f25.92
milliontonsareexpected
tobeaddedtoironore
pellet production
capacity when the
construction ofall these
unitsis completeinthe
fiscal2023-24.
Thefirstphase of Gohar
Zamin unit in Sirjan,
Kerman Province, will
create 5 million tons/
year of production
capacity. Itis expected
tobeinauguratedinthe
current Iranian year
(March2020-21).
Located in Bafq, Yazd
Province, Sechahun
Pellet Plant, with a
5-million-ton/year of
production capacity
upon completion, will
become operational
thisyear.Pasargad Steel
Complex will add 2.5
milliontons/yeartothe
country’sironore pellet
production capacity.
Locatedin Shiraz, capital
of Fars Province, the
projectisalso expected
to be launched this
year.
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Pres. Rouhani
issues
regulations
of*General
Soleimani
World Award’

President Hassan
Rouhani hasissued
the regulations for
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Iranseeks peaceful coexistence with

neighbors: amb. to Moscow
Iranisinterested in maintaining peaceful relations with its
neighbors anditdoesnotseek expansionism, said Iran’s
Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali.

"We are notengaging in expansionism. We want to have
good and peaceful relations with all our neighbors," Jalali
told an online conference on Monday evening, which was
held to mark International Quds Day.

He noted that the US and Israel are cultivating anti-
Iran sentimentand are trying to get the Iranian issue
to the foreground in the Middle Eastagenda, while the

Holy Quds Path of Martyrs

Quds Day; Imam Khomeini’s wiseideato

awaken Muslhims

The International Quds Day that was
initiated by Imam Khomeiniin Ramadan
1399 AH (mid-summer 1979) has ushered
inamovementagainstthe Global Arrogance

significance of the Palestinian-Israeli crisis is knowingly
downplayed by these countries.

"Regretfully, we see thatin the present-day world, the
Americans, the Israeliregime, as well as certain Arab
countries, are making efforts to remove the Palestinian
issue from the primaryagenda ofthe Muslim world, making
itamarginalissue.”

“However, the Islamic Republic of Iran believes that the
Palestinianissueis of priority for the Islamic world," the
ambassador explained.

Jalalinoted thatIran sees asits duty assistance to the
Palestinian people who ask for supportin the settlement
ofthe conflictwith the Zionistregime of Israel.

He also called the ‘deal of the
century’ suggested by US
President Donald Trump
as "absolutely inhumane"
towards the Palestinian
people.

This year's International
Quds Day falls on Friday,
May 22. Every year on this day,

worldwide rallies are held to commemorate

the Palestinian people’s resistance against the
Israeli regime and their struggle to liberate their
homeland.

NEWS

Kharrazi:
Unilateralisma‘lethal poison’for

international community

The Head of Iran's Strategic Council on Foreign Relations
deplored the US government’s unilateral policies,
saying suchapproacheshave dragged the international
community tomultiple crisesand challenges.“The United
States’ unilateral policies spewalethal poison to the

the implementation led by the USand the Zionistregime. international community and aggravate the complexity

of “General Soleimani
World Award” in
commemoration
of the Iranian anti-
terror commander,
who was martyred
bythe USterroristsin
January.
Theorderisbased on
aresolutionbylran's
Supreme Council
of the Cultural
Revolution.

The award has been
formulated and
approved in order
to promote and
preserve highhuman
and Islamicvaluesin
the fields of struggle,
self-sacrifice, and
resistance against
the global arrogance
front and to honor
and protect the
strives and sacrifices
of Major General
Qassem Soleimani.
The General
Soleimani World
Award will be
granted at two
levels and in
proportion to the
geographical scope
and effectiveness of
self-sacrifice, with
the titles of "General
Soleimani Supreme
Award" and "General
Soleimani Award"
biannually.

The award is also
granted in the main
category of "struggle
and resistance" and
six sub-fields of
"peopleandsociety”,
"culture and art",
"politics”, "education
and research",
"media" and
"sports" to qualified
candidatesaccording
to the decision
of specialized
committees.
A19-member council
will be responsible
for the award's
policy-making. The
council includes
Iran’s Foreign
Minister, the Sports
and Youth Minister,
thehead ofthe Radio
and Television
Organization, and
representatives of
Lebanese Hezbollah,
Palestine’s Hamas,
the Islamic Jihad
movement, and the
Yemeni Ansarullah.

NEWS

o against humanity

On this day, the
Muslims of the
world take to the
streetsto condemn
Israelioccupation,
torture, crimes

by bombardment of civilian
targetsand systematickilling
of the young protesters
demandinglsraeliwithdrawal
fromthe occupiedterritories
ofthePalestinians.

Palestine is the land of
prophets and the first Qibla
forthe Muslims. Forits special
standing, ithas always been
attacked by others. 70 years
ago,aregime was formed in
the Holy Land by the help ofthe
West, which wasnamed “the
cancerous tumor” by Imam
Khomeini.

In the past 70 years, the
Zionists have colonized the
heartoftheIslamiclands. The
displacementof Palestinians
startedin 1947 and reached
apeakin 1948 on Nakba Day.
650,000 Palestinians were
forcedtoleave theirhomeson
thatdayand today 4,000,000
Palestinianslive outoftheir
motherlandintheneighboring
countries’camps. Theyallare
sufferingathornintheirflesh.

So, the Islamic World should
not keep quiet against the
oppressionand suppression
of the Palestinians. Imam

Palestinian movements by
naming the last Friday of
Ramadan “the International
Quds Day”,when the Zionists
committed another crime in
Lebanon.
ImamKhomeinilatersaid that
the Quds Dayis the day of war
ofthe oppressed against the
Oppressors.

The Islamic Revolution took
place in a condition that
Palestine was on the verge
of eternal wipeout from the
world map. Muslims were
frustrated and disappointed
with the defeat of the Arab
statesin the war againstthe
West-supported Zionist. Israel
keptupwith occupationofthe
territories of Palestine with
genocide of Palestinians.
Before the Quds Day came
intobeing, Palestine wasan
I[slamic-Arabissue, butafter
that the world got focused
onIsraeliwar crimes, Israeli

systematic killing of the
Palestinian children cameinto
limelight.

Islamic Revolution Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneionce said thatitis
courageous of the European
people and some Latin
American countriesto protest
against the Zionist regime,
which shows that the non-
Muslim world hasnotbeen
totally defeated by the wicked
forces, whose Quranicname
isSatan.

The Palestinian intifada
started in 1987 with
throwingstonesattheIsraeli
occupiers,whichshowed their
disappointmentwith political
approach ofthe Arab states
and the groups calling for
compromise with Israel.
Iranian people removed the
US-and West-supported Shah
and proved that the power of
the USis flimsy. The Islamic

Jihad Movementin Palestine
took form in 1980 as a
reflection ofIslamicRevolution
inIran. Theybelievedin Armed
oppositions. Hamas later
joinedthe club.

The intifada created a rift
amongtheIsraelipartiesand
also between Washington
and Tel Aviv. Suppressing the
Intifadacameatadeadly cost
forlIsrael.

The IslamicJihad Movement
in Palestine, like the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, started
from mosques. Muslims
todayhaverealized the power
of public mobilization and
theineffectiveness of West-
strickenintellectuals forsaving
Palestine.

Imam Khomeini once said
that the Zionist regime is a
cancerous tumor thatcanonly
beremoved with the uprising
of Muslims and the world’s
weakened peopleagainstit.

ofthe world’s currentsituation,” Kamal Kharrazi said
whileaddressing the third annual session of Leaders For
Peace,an NGO whichworkstoheighten publicopinionand
leaders’awareness oftherisks ofregionaland international
armed conflicts.“The currentinefficiencyinmultilateralism
emanatesfromtheextravaganceand hegemonictendencies
oftheUSgovernment, which seekstoimposeitshegemony
andunilateralismonothers,”headded.Kharrazithensaidit
isimperativetoforma “newworld multilateralism” system
and “newworldunity” throughwhichallnations, especially
the southern countries, have avoice, and therefore, the
new playerswillhave ashareintheinternational arena.
Referring to the novel coronavirus, which has been
sweepingacross the world in the pastmonths, the official
said, “The effective controland confrontation of this disease
entail global solidarity and cooperation with the World
Health Organization.”“Inthisregard,the WHO chief,aswell
astheleadersof many countries, have called for the halt of
conflictsand sanctions on countries, such as Iran, which
have faced severe challengesin supplyingmedical needs
inthe fightagainstthe coronavirus,” Kharraziadded.He
underlined the needto preventthe political interference of
majorpowersininternationalbodies,suchasthe WHO, the
International Monetary Fund, and the World Bank, saying
thatwhentheinternationalinstitutions are influenced by
thesearrogantpowers, other countrieslose theirtrustin
thoseinstitutions.

Westtopayhigh priceforsanctions
duringpandemic: Russian FM

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkovlashed
outatwestern officials for the sanctions they impose
duringthe coronavirus pandemicnotingthattheywillalso
pay high price for the sanctions."Politicians in Western
states should take stock of the price their economies will
pay foranti-Russian sanctions during the crisis caused by
the coronavirus pandemic,” TASS quoted him as saying
deliveringanonlinelecturefor students ofthe Moscow State
Institute of International Relations."We don’trecognize US
sanctionsandwelargely don’tpayheed tothem. Theyareno
lessdetrimental to the economies of the United Statesand
the European Union countries, whichimposedrestrictions

Khomeini revived the pro-

under Washington’s pressure, than tous," Ryabkov said.
Western politicians should mull over whetheritis worth

Defense Minister Warns of
Iran’s Crushing Response
toAggression

Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier
General Amir Hatami warned the
enemiesthatany threattothe country’s
nationalinterestsand security will draw
arapid and crushingresponse, makinga
reference to the January missile attack

ontheUSairbase of Ainal-AssadinIraq.
In remarks atajoint meeting of the
Defense Ministry and the Iranian
Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission on Monday,
General Hatami made it clear for the
adversariesthatany actofaggression
againstIran’s national interests and
security will receive arapid, decisive
and crushingresponse from the Islamic

Republic.

Qassem Soleimani.

Thelranian Armed Forces have already
proved the military decisiveness and
timely response to the global arrogance
and hegemony, the ministersaid, citing
the missile strike thatIranlaunched on
January 8 on a strategic US airbase in
Iraqinretaliation for the assassination
oftop Iranian commander Lt. General

worseningbusiness situationsin their countries and
deprivingpeople ofjobsamid the economiccrisis,whichis
obviouslyinevitable, the senior diplomatsaid.Russiaisalso
aserious criticof USanti-Iranian sanctions,naming them
illegal, notwell-calculated, and not fruitful.In early May
andinalettertohisIranian counterpart Mohammad Javad
Zarif, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrovannouncedhis
country'sunitywithIranagainstthe cruelandinhumane US
anti-Iraniansanctions."Russiahas consistently denounced
theillegal nature ofunilateral US sanctions againstIran,"
Lavrovwrote.

US should end occupation of

Syriaunder mask of combatting
terrorism: Iran’senvoyto UN

Iran'sambassadorand permanentrepresentative to the UN, Majid
TakhtRavanchistressed thatall foreign forceswhose presenceisnot
permitted by the Syrian government mustleave the Syrianterritory
and the US should end the occupation of Syria under the mask of
combattingterrorism.Majid Takht Ravanchi made theremarkswhile
addressingavirtual meeting of United Nations Security Council
dubbed “Middle East: Syria-Political”.

The full text of Takht Ravanchi's statementisasfollows:

Inthe Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. President,Ithankyoufororganizingthismeeting.lalsothank SRSG
Pedersonfortheinput.Ireiterate ourlongstandingposition thatthe
Syrian crisis mustbe settled through political means.In this context,

we extend our supportto the work ofthe Constitutional Committee,
ashasbeen expressed by the Astana Format meetings on numerous
occasions.While the Committee should be supported to doitswork,
asamatter of principle, anyand all forms of external pressure must
beavoidedbyall,as stipulatedinitsrules of procedure.Atthe same
time, any possible assistance to the Committee, even by the United
Nations, mustbe extended only at the request ofthe Committee
itselfinaccordance withits ROP.Asaprincipled position, whichalso
hasbeenrepeatedly reaffirmed by the Astana Format Summits,
we continue torejectany separatistagendasas wellasanyandall
attemptsto create newrealities on the ground, including through
illegitimate self-ruleinitiatives.Sovereignty, politicalindependence,
unityand territorialintegriy of Syriamustbefully respected byall,and
accordingly, all foreign forces whose presenceisnot permitted by the
Syrian Governmentmustleave the Syrianterritory. Inthisregard, the
livingexampleisthe occupation of certain parts of Syriabythe USforces
who continuetosupportandshieldterroristgroupsunderthe mask of

combatting

terrorism.Similarly, Israel'saggressions
againstSyriaarein grossviolation ofinternational lawand the UN
Charter, inthe face of which, the Syrian Governmenthas asovereign
righttodecidehowandwhentoexerciseitsinherentrighttoindividual
or collectiveself-defense. Such aggressionsmustcometoanend.



Tehran, Moscow, Damascus to continue their strategic

coop.
Iranian ParliamentSpeaker’s Special Aide for International Affairs Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian said that Tehran, Moscow and Damascus will continue
theirstrategiccooperation.He made theremarksinhis meetingwith Syrian
AmbassadortoIran Adnan Hassan Mahmoud in Tehran on Monday.In this
meeting, Amir-Abdollahian pointed to the age-old and longstandinghistory of
relationsbetweenIranand Syriaand added, “IslamicRepublicofIranand Syrian Arab

20000 Rials

Republichavealways enjoyed excellentand strategictiesand Iran’s supportfor Syriawill continue
until the complete defeatofterrorismin this Arab country.”Tehran, Moscow and Damascus will
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continue theirstrategic cooperation, he said,adding, “countering the cruel economicsanctions of
enemiesisofthe provisions of serious cooperation between these three countries.
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Trump threatens permanent freeze of WHO

funding

U.S. President Donald Trump threatened on
Monday to permanently halt funding for the World
Health Organization (WHO) ifitdid not commit to
improvements within 30 days, and to reconsider the
membership ofthe United Statesin the body.

Trump suspended U.S. contributions to the
WHO lastmonth, accusing it of promoting
China’s “disinformation” about the
coronavirusoutbreak,although WHO officials
deniedtheaccusationand Chinasaiditwas
transparentand open.

"If the WHO does not commit to major
substantive improvements within the next
30days, [ will make my temporary freeze of
United States fundingtothe WHO permanent
andreconsiderourmembership," Trumptold
itschief, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,ina
letter posted on Twitter:

Earlier, Trump saidthe WHOhad “doneavery
sadjob”inits handling of the virusand he
would makeadecisionsoononU.S.funding.
Inhisletter, Trump said the only way forward
for the body was if it could demonstrate
independence from China, adding thathis
administration had already started reform
discussionswith Tedros.

OnMonday, the WHO said anindependent
review of the global virus response would
beginassoonaspossibleandithad received
backingandahefty pledge offundsfrom China,
inthespotlightasthe origin ofthe pandemic.
Geneva-based WHO,a U.N.specialized agency,
isleadingaglobalinitiativeto develop safeand
effectivevaccines, testsand drugsto prevent,
diagnoseandtreatCOVID-19.

More than 4.75 million people have been
reported to have beeninfected globally and
314,414 havedied,accordingtoaReuterstally.
The United States contributed more than $400
milliontotheWHOin 2019, orroughly 15% of
theorganization'sbudget.

And thisyear, Washington has already paid
the WHO about $58 million, senior Trump
administration officials said lastmonth, half
ofwhatitisrequired topayfor2020-known
asanassessed contribution.

The United States traditionally provides
several hundred million dollars annually
involuntary funding tied to specific WHO
programs like polio eradication, vaccine-
preventable disease, HIV and hepatitis,
tuberculosis,and maternal, newborn, child
andadolescenthealth.
Itwasnotclearhowmuchvoluntary funding
the United Stateshad already provided for
WHO programsin 2020.

Iran Ready for Worst-Case Scenario for
Venezuela-Bound Tankers: Spokesman

The spokesperson for the I[ranian administration warned
the UStorefrain from themistake oftakingactionagainstthe
Iranian oiltankers carryingfuelto Venezuela, saying Tehran
hasbraceditselffortheworst-case scenario.

Speakingtoreportersataweekly press
conference on Monday, Ali Rabiee
reminded the US ofthe heavy costs it
will have to pay and the harshreaction
thatitwill receive from Iranin case of
taking action against the oil tankers
thatare shipping gasoline to Venezuela
within the framework oflegal trade
transactions.

“No countryisobligated to obey the
arbitrary and unilateral American
sanctions against other countries. We
are committed to doing our normal
trade exchanges with Venezuela. The
oil tankers carrying gasoline have been
freighted after receivingan order from
the Venezuelan government. This is
based uponthe free will of countriesin = ¢p o the proportional reaction for
the custc.)maryinternational exchanges,” protecting the freedom of seafaring
heexplained."Wewanttomakesurethat 34 jncreasing the costs of law-
these commercial consignments will be
fully secure from the US government’s
maritime banditry, which has taken

administration. Moreover, this topichas
beenmootedin the Supreme National
Security Council,” Rabiee added.

“We hope thatthe US would not make
such mistake. However, we will consider
all possibilities in any case. We are
prepared for the worstpossible thing,
although it is too early to comment
aboutlIran’sreaction tosuch possible
American banditry or say what we will
do.Butifsuch mistake is made, we’'ll
definitely reserve all options, and will

breakingunprecedentedly,” the [ranian
administration’s spokesperson warned.
Pointing to the history of trade

Iran Urges WHO’s
Intervention for

Lifting of Sanctions

Iran has called on the World Health
Organization (WHO) to push for the
removal ofthe “cruel sanctions” that
haveimpaired theability of nationsto
deal with the coronavirus outbreak,
Health Minister Saeed Namaki said.
In comments on Monday, Namaki
expounded on the topics discussed
inarecentonline meetinghe held
with his counterparts from the WHO
member states, saying he called
onthe WHO to intervene to lift the

cruel sanctions against Iran and
other nations that have hindered
the acquisition of medicine and
vaccine amid the outbreak of the
coronavirus.Namakialso noted that
he highlighted Iran’s fair medical
servicesinthevideoconference,saying
the Islamic Republic has provided
free treatment for all people after
the COVID-19 outbreak, even for
foreignrefugees.The minister further
noted thatIranhasvoiced support
forthe WHO as an organization that
isconnecting nationsin the waron
the coronavirus.“We condemned
the American move to weaken the
World Health Organization, which

happened for the first time,” he
added.US President Donald Trump
has suspended the WHO funding
over whathe called the UN body’s
“mismanagement” of the new
coronavirus pandemic,inamove that
hasdrawnwidespread international
condemnation.The US presidenthas
repeatedlyaccused the WHO of siding
with Chinaandreliance on Chinese
data, blamingitfor “all sorts of false
informationabouttransmissionand
mortality” thatwas circulated amid
initialreports.

The US contributed $400 million to
the WHOlastyear, roughly 15% ofits
budget.

placeinthe past,”the spokesmanadded,
accordingto the Iranian government’s
official website.

“We expecttheinternational community
toshow a high sensitivity and proper
reaction to such a precedent for the
freedomin maritime trade routes,and to
showreactionto protectingthe freedom
oftravels,” Rabiee said.

“Thisisanew obstruction and precedent
fromthe USregimethathasreached -we
have no choice butto use these phrases-
unparalleled rudeness in trampling
onthelegal regulations andlaws,” the
Iranian spokesperson stated.

“Our Foreign Minister has given
the necessary warnings, and this
issue has beenalso discussed in the

interaction between Tehran and
Caracas, Rabiee said the other countries
have norightto commentaboutthe
trade exchanges between Iran and
Venezuela.

“All of these (exchanges) are within the
framework of the activities that have
been permitted by the international law
and also the frameworkofhealthy trade
ties,” he concluded.

On Sunday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif sentaletterto
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres,
warning the US aboutsending troops
to the Caribbean Sea with the aim of
interferingwith the transfer of Iran’s fuel
to Venezuela.
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