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MSC'Tops Steel Production

Withan outputof 1.63 million tons, Mobarakeh Steel
Companyhadthelargestshare of steel productionin Iran
duringthe firstmonth ofthe currentIranianyear (March
20-April19).

The company produced 737,338 tons of finished steel
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duringthe month, postinga 3% decline compared with
lastyear's correspondingperiod.

Inaddition, 900,553 tons of semi-finished productswere
produced by MSC,up 9% year-on-year, the Iranian Mines
and Mining Industries Developmentand Renovation

Tel:031-32274500

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Iran to Convert 1.5 Million Vehicles Into

SMS:30007232
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Organization’slatestreportshows. What’s News
Located in southwestern Isfahan, Mobarakeh Steel
Companyisthebiggeststeel producerinlranaswellasthe o
Middle Eastand North Africaregion. CNG Hybrlds :l‘ali)e):pl(:l'ts ¢
Interms offinished steel production, MSC was followed WO. ate e.s o
by Esfahan Steel Company (ESCO) with 179,201 tons antibodykits
(down 1% YOY), Oxin Steel Company with 77,715 tons Anationwideschemehasbeenlaunchedtoconvert to Germany,
(up23%YOY), Ahvaz Rollingand Pipe Manufacturing 1.46 million gasoline-powered publictransport Turkey
Company with 28,000 tons (up 180% YOY), IASCOwith and commercial vehiclesto compressed natural Iran has exported
22,785tons—22,721 tons of rebar (up 6% YOY) and 64 hvbrid two batches of
N . gashybrids. s .
tonsof “other products”, Azarbaijan Steel Company with N antibody kits
15,513 tons (down 33% YOY), Khorasan Steel Company . . to Turkey and
with 14,504 tons (down 75% YOY), Bonab Steel Company o Hamid = Qasemi, Germany, said
with 10,478 tons, INSIG with 17,991 tons, including %J/w the head of CNG H.assan Safouri,
8,436tonsofrebar (up48% YOY), 8,696 tons of beams ISFAHAN g?t)ii)rrtzlle?rt;rﬁitgﬁ dlrec.tor-gen.eral for
(up285% YOY)and 859 tonsof pipes (up 25% YOY),and N E w s 0il Refini d medlcal?qulpment
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari Automotive Sheet Companywith t1 Rellning an in Iran's Health
6,330tons (down 71%YOY). NEWS Distribution Ministry.

MSCwas followed in semis production by KSC with
345,385tons (up 6% YOY),ESCOwith 171,776 tons (down
15%YQY),South Kaveh Steel Companywith 100,516 tons
(down 1% YOQY), Chadormalu Steel Companywith 88,910
tons (up 1% YOY), Arfalron and Steel Company with
60,190tons (down22%YOY), Bardsir Steel Complexwith

_EEEM  Company,saidata

press conference
on Wednesday that the
scheme offers free of
charge conversion services
to drivers of taxis and

However, PCR kits
are still needed in
the country, so they
willnotbe exported
fornow, he said.

" am not aware

ial vehiclesinthe f the recise

49,371 tons (up 258% YOY), Iran Alloy Steel Company commercia . . . . . 0 p
with44,960 tons (up 14%YOY), Khorasan Steel Company flrstphase,Y]Creported.. gaIS(.)llne consumption [by CNGhybridsatauthorized anddlese!to convertthemto volume of exports,
To sign up for conversion, raisingfuelpriceandsetting  centers. CNGhybrids but there were

with20,380tons (down 79%YOY), Bonab Steel Company
with 14,681 tonsand INSIGwith 1,232 tons.
Theabove-mentioned heavyweightsteelmakers ofIran

cab and pickup owners
arerequired toregisterat

aquota],headded.
Twolocalbanksarehanding

“Duetothelarge number of
applicants, the authorized

With the introduction of
various incentives, CNG

two batches. The
domestic producer

produced atotal of 2.9 million tons of steel (semis and Gcer.niopdc.ir, where their NIOl}DCin:dccomplishingthe centers [supervised .by consumptioninthecopn.try ofantibody kits has

finished) duringthemonthending April 19. personal ID and vehicle task; helsald. NI.O.RDC .arllc.i Industries has. reached 25 million requested for export

Atotal of 1.1 million tons of finished steel products, informationare checkedto Qasemialso told repor.ters MlnlStl.”y] 1n1t.1a11yfollovyed cublcmetersp.erday,butthe 0f9,000kits from the

includinghot-and cold-rolled coils, rebar; beams, pipes confirmtheireligibility. thatthetotal processwillbe  thepolicyoffirstcome, first governmentaimsto further Health Ministry," he
’ ’ ’ ! The first phase will only freeofchargeforapplicants served,” AliMahmoudian, increasetheuseofthisclean said.

wideandgalvanized sheetswere produced by these steel
millsduringtheperiod underreviewtoregistera4% YOY
decline.

Theyproducedatotal of 1.79 million tons of semi-finished
steel, includingingot, bloom and billet (semi-finished
products) duringthe month, up 1%year-on-year.
World's 9th Biggest Steelmaker

The World Steel Association'slatestreportshows Iranis
theworld’sninthbiggestcrude steel producer.

The countryproducedatotal of8.48 million tons of crude
steel duringJanuary-March 2020, whichindicatesa
42.3%year-on-yearrise.Iran’s crude steel outputstood
at31.9milliontonsin2019,up30.1% YOY.The countryis
aggressively pursuingthetarget ofbecomingtheworld’s
sixthlargeststeel producerasperthe 20-Year Vision Plan,
which targets annual production capacity expansion to
55milliontonsand 20-25million tons of exports peryear
by 2025.Iranian steel millshave so farrealized about 35
milliontons ofthe capacity target.

Thenominal steel production capacity of Iran currently
standsatover 35milliontonsperyear.

coverapartofvehicletypes.
Apubliccall willbeissued
forthedriversofonline taxis
and other publictransport
vehiclesinthenextphases.
Qasemi  noted  that
dilapidated vehicles cannot
usethefacility.

“The plan is expected
to be executed in 14
months, curbing gasoline
consumptionby 12 million
liters and adding the
same amount to the CNG
consumptionrate”hesaid.
The official added that the
Ministry of Industries, Mines
and Trade has prepared
and certified over 400
conversion centers in 25

andlocal CNGtankproducers
have already received 65
trillion rials ($382 million)
todotheirshare ofwork.
“The current domestic
capacity of CNG tank
productionisover 700,000
peryear,”hesaid.

Healso emphasized thatby
maximizinglocal capacity for
theproduction of CNGtanks,
thefigurewillreach900,000
and the scheme will most
probablybeimplementedas
scheduled.

Demand for CNGHybrids
Followingthe government's
decision toraise fuel prices
onNov.15,2019,compressed
gas consumption hasrisen

thehead of Alternative Fuels
Union, said.

However, thanks to the
web page specified for
registration of applicants
inthe conversion scheme,
turntaking will be followed
inconversion centersasthe
only criterion.
“Much-needed parts and
equipmentto convert cars
to CNG hybrids have been
indigenized and centerswill
beworkingroundtheclockto
meetrisingdemand.”
AccordingtoNIORDC, ofthe
19 million vehiclesinIran,
over 5 million have hybrid
CNGengines.
Long-TermPlan

fuel.

Its endeavors have been
aimed at curbing fossil fuel
consumptionandreducing
toxic emissions released
intotheairbydiesel engines
thatare considered heavy
polluters.

However, according to
the latest report, CNG
consumption canincrease to
over 40 million cubicmeters
perday.
CNGisprojectedtocomprise
35% of Iran's total fuel
consumption by the end of
the Sixth Five-Year Economic
DevelopmentPlan (2017-
22).Toachievethisgoal, the
governmenthaslaunched

Safouri went on to
add that there are
currently  three
knowledge-based
companiesthatare
producing testing
kitsinIran and they
are expected to
provide 1.5 million
kits to the Health
Ministry in the
nextone and a half
months.

There is one
Serologic testing
kits producer that
can both export
its products and
meetthe domestic
demand, he said.

The Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Development provincial centerstohelp by4millioncubicmetersper ~Motivatingpeopletoswitch the initiative to motivate "The production
and Renovation Or anizatioﬁ'slatestre ortonLIl)nder- implement the scheme. day,Qasemisaid. tonaturalgashaslongbeen moredriverstoconverttheir of N95 and three-
Constructionsteelgproductionunitss}?owsatotalof He emphasized that car “CNG consumption is onthelraniangovernment’s gas-burningvehiclestoCNG layered masks,

19.1 million tons willbe added to Iran’s annual steel
production capacity when the construction of all these

ownersarerecommended
to only visit authorized

growingrapidly.Itsurpassed
21mcm/d,up11%inlate

agenda. However, these
efforts have mostly been

hybrids.
Iran has over 2,500 CNG

shield and other
items have been

unitsis completedin the fiscal 2023-24 centersforaguaranteedand November2019.Thefigure limited to majorcitieslike stationsand ranksfifthin developed. The
The addition of 19.1 million tons v.vhen the under- standardizedresult. exceeded 25 mem/datthe  Tehran. global CNGconsumption. productionofthree-
. .' “The schemeis estimated endofthelastlranianyear Longbeforethefreeservices BoostingtheCNGshareinthe lavered masks has

construction projects come on stream to the current . ” . , y
torequireabudgetof$570 [March19,2020],’headded.  becamethetopicofdebates, fuelbasketcanhavemultiple increased fourtimes

capacity means the aggregate outputcapacity willreach
54.1 milliontonsby March 2024, whichis only 900,000
tonsshortofthetarget, forwhichIraniansteelmakershave
onemoreyeartoreach.

NO 489

million, which is being
supplied through savings
made fromthereduction of

In the first two months
after fuelrationing, close to
30,000 car owners applied
to converttheirvehiclesto

Solution: NO 487
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Government spokesman
AliRabieisaid on Saturday
that trade between Iran

ameetingofdirectorsand
headsofpublicrelationsat
the Central Headquarters
for Combating Commodity
and Currency Smuggling, he
added, "Iranand Venezuela

NIORDCstarted to offerlow-
interestloanstoownersofall
commercialand passenger
vehiclesrunningongasoline

advantages, especially asit
reduces gasoline demand
andair pollution.

are two
statesand governments.In
additiontotheentireworld,

Iran to continue selling oil: Spox

independent

and Caracas, saying that
Iran is selling goods to
Venezuelaandbuys goods
from it, which is none of
anybody'sbusinessinthe
world.

now to 2.5 million
per day, while N95
mask production
is 150,000 masks
per day that can
be used in health
care centers and
exported,” hesaid.

Safouri noted that
Iran imported
testing kits from
China and Europe

and Venezuela, as two wealsohave commercial atthe ea.rlystages of
independentcountriesin exchangeswithVenezuela." coronavirus spre.ad.
theworld,doesnotconcern The government Importmg medical
anyoneintheworld,adding spokesmanalsoreferred equipment ~ has
thatIranwillnotsitidlyby tosomerumorsinrecent beenslowed down
anditwillsellits oil. weeks about trade .due to th? problem
Speakingonthesidelinesof exchangesbetweenTehran n .obtammg. an

assigned official

foreign currency
rate. Hopefully. the
Central Bank of
Iranwillresolve the
issue," headded.
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Iran-Iraq
relations
canbecome
successful
role model of

cooperation
Iranian Minister of
Defence Brigadier
General Amir
Hatami held a video
conference with his
Iraqi counterpart
Juma Anad Saadoun,
discussing the
expansion of defence
cooperation.

During the video
call, General Hatami
Congratulated the
appointmentoflraq’s
new defense minister
and expressed
satisfaction  with
the formation of the
governmentbased on
the will and national
consensus and within
the framework ofthe
interests of all ethnic
groups and religions
inlraq.

“An integrated,
independent and
powerful Iraq, with
the participation
of all ethnic groups
and religions, is our
fundamental policy,”
he said, adding,
“Therefore, we
hope that the Iraqi
government will be
successfulin fulfilling
its responsibilities
and duties, especially
in fulfilling its
national aspirations,
improving economic
conditions, and
fighting against
coronavirus.”

“We are ready to
share our capacities
and experiences with
Iraq and expand our
cooperationwithitas
a strategic partner,”
General Hatami
stressed.

He emphasized
that the relations
between Iran and
Iraqg can become a
successfulrole model
of cooperation.

He also invited the
Iraqi Defence Minister
tovisitlran.

At the end of the
meeting, General
Hatami wished
success to the Iraqi
government in
fighting against
coronavirus and
announced, “Anumber
of corona diagnosis
kitsand other medical
supplies will be
delivered to the Iraqi
Embassy in Tehran
as a gift from Iran’s

Ministry of Defense,”
Hatami noted,
wishing.

=

Palestinian causes not to
be fallen into oblivion by

COVID-19:MP

Anewly-elected representative of Tehranin the 11th Parliament
Seyyed Nezameddin Mousavi said on Sunday that outbreak of
coronavirus, COVID-19, will not cause Palestinianidealsand

causes to fallinto oblivion.

The spread of coronavirus pandemic hasled to holding a
different International Quds Day than before, he said, adding,
“thisissue does notmean thatthe demand of Al-Qudsliberation

willbe wiped outfrom mind of people.”

He pointed to the significance of commemoration of
International Quds Day,and added, “theissue of Palestineis not
asymbolicand abstractissue, rather, itisaveryimportantand
real one which is the major concern of Muslims and freedom

seekersinthe world.”

people.”

Elsewherein his remarks, he said, “the issue of Palestine is

"Like previous years, people in different parts of the world
will observe the International Quds Day deservedly. Although
International Quds Day may notbe heldlike the previous years
dueto the spread of coronavirus and also observation of social
distancing, thisissue does notmean thatthe Palestinian cause
and demand ofliberation of Quds will be falleninto oblivion by

notlimited to Quds Day. Muslims
and freedom-seekersinvarious
parts ofthe world should always
keep Palestinian causes ‘alive’
in line with accelerating the
obliteration ofthe Zionistregime.”
Theliberation of Palestine is the
major concern of Muslims in the
world, he said, adding, “raising some

issues such as the so-called 'Deal of Century' and also
heinous crimes of the United States and Zionist regime in

Palestine will cause people of the world to show their disgust

China was, is, will be peace builder and

promoterin M E: Chinese amb.

Chinese ambassador to Tehran Chang Hua
inaninterview with Mehr News agency
criticized the USbaseless accusations over
the outbreakofcoronavirus,adding "China
was,isand willbe peace and stability builder
and promoterintheregion.”

R [tseemsthatthe US
&"JJV' is trying to create
ISFAHAN an internati(?nal
N E w s consensus agalpst

Chinabyrepeating

NEWS accusations that

—m China has not

provided the international
community with the right
informationabout COVID-19.
Whatisyourtake ofthis? What
are the real motives behind
this?

Certain peopleinthe US, out
ofpolitical calculations, went
frombadtoworse, stigmatizing
and smearing Chinawithall
they'vegotinanattempttoshift
theblame. Chinahasbeenopen,
transparentand responsible
inreleasing information on
the epidemic. It canstand the
testofhistory. Wehope the US
canalso make sure that what
theysayanddoandtheirdatais
responsibletothe peopleand
couldstandthetestofhistory.

WhenWuhanwaslockeddown
onJanuary 23, there was only
one officially confirmed case
inthe US.When the US closed
itsborderto Chinaon February
2, there were 11. When the
USannounced anationwide
emergency state on March
13, there were 1264. When
the lockdown was lifted in
Wuhan on April 8, there were
already 400,000. Today, the
number of confirmed cases
inthe UStops 1.3 million with
more than 80,000 deaths. It
took less than 100 days for
thenumbertojump fromjust
one to over one million. What
hasthe US governmentbeen
doing duringthese 100 days?
The WHOhead said thattoall
countriesaround the world,
thewarning from Chinaisthe
sameand the signalis clear.
Whyisitthatsome countries
madeadequatereactionsand
effective interventions, while

“Nothing left of JCPOA”:
chairman ofkey Parl.cmte.

Chairman ofthe Iranian Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission says that Iran was the only side
adheringtoits commitmentsundertheJoint Comprehensive

Planof Action (JCPOA).

“Thereisnothingleftofthe JCPOA to discuss in the National
Securityand Foreign Policy Commission,” MojtabaZonnourtold

MehrNews Agency on Sunday.

Accordingto the deal, continued the lawmaker, both Iranand
other partieshad some commitments and it was agreed to
removeanti-Iransanctions. “Sanctionsaresstillin place despite
thefactthatIranstucktoallits commitments.”

“Wereduced our commitmentstothedealbecauseotherparties

donotdotheirpart,”hesaid.

The]CPOAwassignedin2015between Iranand the so-called

towards these heinous moveslike the previousyears.”

theUSfailedtodoso?Blaming
otherswon'tsolve one'sown
problemsand bringbacklost
lives. We genuinely hope that
those American politicians
whoaresobentontheblame
game will change course and
focusonfightingthe epidemic
insidethe USsothatmorelives
willbesavedandtheirpeople's
healthand securitybebetter
protected.
IftheUSanditsalliesbecome
abletocreatesuchaconsensus
against China, whatcanbethe
consequences for China?

The USis exerting pressure
on its Allies and on other
countries as well. Actually
the USisaskingthemtobean
accomplice in framing China.
Aswe allknow, the US, out of
domesticpoliticalneeds, has
repeatedlyignoredthefactsso
thatitcandumptheblame on
others.Itistruethatachoice
hastobemadebyEuropeand
others, not between China
and the US, butbetweenlies
and facts, between unilateral
bullying and multilateral
cooperation.Itiseasytomake
suchachoiceandinfact, many
countries have done so with
action. On strengthening
solidarityand cooperationto
combatthe epidemic, China
has always stood firmly with
the UN, the WHO, and other
countries and made every
possible contribution, while
the USstandsonthe opposite
side ofthe vastmajority ofthe
international community.

Do you see any relation

between these claimsand the
US major strategy to contain
Beijingasitsmainrival?

The development of China-
USrelations over the past40
years has proven that China
and the United States stand
togainfrom cooperationand
losefrom confrontation. China-
US relations have far gone
beyond thebilateral scopeand
assumed greatsignificanceto
world peace, security, stability,
and prosperity. While China-US
relationsonceagainstandata
crossroads, Chinahasalways
beenonthesideofcooperation
and hopesthe United States
meetus halfway.

How do you see the
cooperation between Iran
and Chinainthe fightagainst
COVID-19?How did you find
[ran’s capabilitiesand medical
infrastructuresinthis fight?

In this fight against the
epidemic, the solidarity
and mutual assistance
between Chinaand Iran fully
demonstrate the profound
friendship between the two
countriesand peoples.
Chinese and Iranian high-
level officials maintain close
communication. President
Xi Jinping and President
Rouhanihave held telephone
conversationsand exchanged
letters. State Councilor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yiand
Foreign Minister Zarif have
alsomade several phone calls.
Atthecriticalmomentofthe
Chinese people's fightagainst
theepidemic, Iranwasthefirst

5+1.Iranaccepted tolimitits nuclear programinreturn for
theremoval of UN sanctions. Despiteall thereports ofthe [AEA
which approved Iran’s adherence to its commitments, US
PresidentDonald Trump pulled his country outofthedealin May
2018and unilaterallyimposed harshestsanctionsagainstIran
indefiance oftheinternational law.
Tehranimplemented a 1-year ‘strategic patience’in face of
sanctions, callingon other parties to the deal to safeguardits
interests.Oneyearafterthe USwithdrawal, Tehranannounced
thatitwouldreduce commitmentstothedealin 60-dayintervals.
Tehran’s fifth and final step was taken in early January. [ran
announced thatitwill observe no operationallimitations on
itsnuclearindustry, with regard to the capacity and level of

country to extend sympathy
and provide materialsto China.
We will always remember
that. Afterthe outbreak of the
epidemicinIran, the Chinese
government and various
institutions, enterprises,
and the public of Chinaalso
extended a helping hand
to Iran. China sent its first
medical expertteam to Iran
toassistits fightagainstthe
epidemic. The epidemichas
caused temporary difficulties
forbilateral cooperation but
cannot cutoffthe strongties
between the two countries.
The epidemic will end, and
the mutual support during
the epidemic will surely
consolidate and further our
comprehensive strategic
partnership.

We are happy to see that
under the leadership of the
[ranian governmentand with
solidarity and the rigorous
responseofthelranianpeople,
the measures taken by Iran
are producing results as its
epidemic curve is steadily
leveling off. WHO officialsalso
commended Iran’sresponse,
saying that Iran ’s health
officialsand medical workers
are working very hard to
containthe epidemicandsave
lives. The governmentisalso
mobilizing the strongnational
health system and disaster
management capabilities
to tackle the epidemic. We
are confidentin the Iranian
governmentand people’slast
victoryovertheepidemic.

uranium enrichment, theamountofenriched materialsaswell

asresearchand development.
The Iranian government, however, emphasized thatit will
continue to cooperate with the International Atomic Energy

NEWS

US Continues to'Steer Violence'
amid World's Fightagainst
COVID-19:Iran

[ran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman slammed the US for
continuingto “causedivision” and “steerviolence” globally
astheworld strugglesto cope with the coronavirus crisis.
“Whiletheworld needstogetunitedinsolidarityand unified
inactionagainst #COVID19 pandemic, the US continues
todisrupt, distractand sabotage,” Seyed Abbas Mousavi
tweetedlate on Saturday.

Inapparentreferencesto Washington'srecentdecisionsto
defund the World Health Organizationand extendaUNarms
banonlIran,headded, “From WestAsiato Latin Americaand
from UNSCto WHO, the US causes division, steersviolence
andspoilsmultilateral institutions”.

USPresidentDonald Trump said Saturday morningthathe
was consideringrestoring some funding to the WHO after
the White House frozeits contributionstotheinternational
agencylastmonth despite widespread criticism fromglobal
leadersand Democratsin Congress who view the move as
dangerous.

On Saturday, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo also
threatened that Washington will "exact consequences” if
the International Criminal Court (ICC) movesahead witha
potential war crimesinvestigationinto Israel.
Pompeo'swarning came after the ICC prosecutordecided
to consider Palestine a state with the ability to submit
complaintsthatcould trigger probesintowar crimesIsrael
committedinthe occupied West Bankand thebesieged Gaza
Strip.

Kabul Appreciates Medical
Supportfor Afghan Migrantsin

Iran

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan hasexpressed
gratitudetotheIslamicRepublicforprovidinghumanitarian
supportand medical services for the Afghan nationals
residingin [ranamid the coronavirus epidemic,anIranian
official said.

Director-General of the Iranian Interior Ministry’s
Department of Foreign Nationals and Migrants,
Mahdi Mahmoudj, said the Islamic Republic’s effective
humanitarian measuresin the treatment of foreigners
infectedwiththenovel coronavirushave drawnappreciation
fromKabul.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan has
commended thelslamicRepublicand the governorsofIran’s
border provinces several times for treating Afghan patients
and offeringhumanitarian supportto the migrantsafterthe
outbreakof COVID-19,hesaid.

Theconsulates of AfghanistaninIran’s provincesof Khorasan
Razaviand Sistanand Balouchestan have sent messages of
gratitude to the Iranian Foreign Ministry, Mahmoudisaid,
accordingtothe Iraniangovernment’s official website.

The official emphasized that Iran pursues the policy of
offeringmedial servicesand healthcare supporttoall people
withoutdiscrimination, and thatforeign citizensinfected
with coronavirusinIranreceive free treatmentathospitals
acrossthe country.

Since the outbreak ofthe coronavirusinIranin February,
Afghanmigrantsandresidentsinthe countryhavereceived
freemedical suppliessuchasdisinfectants,masksandgloves,
hesaid.

Agency
(IAEA) aswasthe caseinthepast.

Iranhasrepeatedlyannounced thatitisreadytoresumefulfilling

itscommitmentsunderthelandmarknucleardealifsanctions
imposed onthe countryareremovedanditcanavailitselfofthe
JCPOA'sbenefits.




Iranunveils advanced protective suitfor medical personnel
Iranhasunveiled whatitcallsits “mostadvanced” protective suit for the medical
personnel fighting against the novel coronavirus.Seven types of the medical
clothinghavebeen producedinashortperiod of time using domestically-made
fabrics.Thelatestand mostadvanced exampleismade ofa type of domesticfabric
whichisparticle-resistant,butthebreathofthe staffcan be transmitted outside easily.
Duringa ceremonyheld atthe health ministry, Deputy Health Minister Mohammad

RezaShanesazsaid, “Inthefirstdays ofthe coronaoutbreakinthe country, the government

20000 Rials

facedmanyproblemsinprovidingpersonal itemsand protective equipmenttothe medical staff”‘Formedical

clothinganditsfabrics, we were completely dependenton foreign countries. Of course, two to five thousand
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Chinese amb. Iran, Turkey
tocooperateon
. B manufacturing wind
US Continuesto turbine blades

'Steer Violence' amid
World's Fightagainst
COVIDI19-: Iran

Iranto continue
selling oil: Spox

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Head of Iran's Materials
and Energy Center (MERC)
announced onSundaythatIran
B and Turkeyaretojointly start
designing, manufacturingand
testing of new wind turbine
blades.As Alireza Khavandi
o said, underthe framework of
[ran-Turkeyresearch projects,
titled as TUBITAK-MSRT
Joint Call 2020, and out of
164 proposed projects, the

04:28:31 twosidesare to cooperate on
Noon call to prayer: 22joint projects within the
12:59:47 nexttwo years,among which

Evening call to prayer:

20:16:31

WEATHER

High:32°c
Low:16 °c

stands manufacturing ofwind
turbine blades.The project
willbejointly implemented
by the Middle East Technical
University of Turkeyand MERC
and willbe observed by the
Scientificand Technological
Research Council of Turkey
(TUBITAK) and the Iranian
Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology.

protective clothingwere produced every day usingimported fabrics,butthe need reached 100,000 per day;

J

Iranto Convert 1.5 Million Vehicles
Into CN G Hybrids

IMIDRO Reviews Upstream Copper Qutput

National Iranian Copper Industries Company and

its subsidiaries, including Sungun Complex, Miduk

Complexand Sarcheshmeh Copper Complex, produced

anaggregate of 102,902 tons of copper concentrate

duringthe firstmonth ofthe currentIranianyear (March

-20April 19), remainingunchanged in outputcompared

withlastyear’s corresponding month.

Anaggregateof30,690tonsofcopperanodewere
produced duringthe monthunder review,down
2%YO0Y,thelranian Minesand MiningIndustries
Developmentand Renovation Organization’s
latestreportshows.

Production of copper cathode amounted to
17,959 tons duringthe month, down 17% YOY.
More than 12.03 million tons of copper were
extracted duringthe monthto April 19, down
21%YOY.

Sulfide ore extraction stood at4.35 million tons,
down8%YOY.

Atotalof 705 tonsof molybdenumwere produced
duringthe one-month period, whichindicatesa
2%decreaseYOY.

New Copper Projects Inauguratedin South

Four development projectsrelated to copper
industrywereinaugurated in Kerman Province
onMay 7 by President Hassan Rouhani.

Atotal of 2.21 trillion rials ($13 million) have
beeninvestedinthese projects,whicharesaidto
have created more than 200 newjobs, IRIBNews
reported.

Locatedinthesouthernprovince's Shahr-e Babak
County, the followingnew projectsare todowith
thedevelopmentofKhatunabad Copper Refinery
Plant: expansion ofits copperanode smelting
plant,anew copper concentrate storage facility,a
sulfuricacid plantandan oxygenplant.

The expansion of copperanode smelting plant
has entailed technology improvement and
increased copperanode productionby 50%, from
80,000tonsto 120,000 tons peryear.

The copper concentrate storage facility has the
capacity tostore 60,000 tons.

Theacid planthasthe capacitytoproducearound
600,000tonsof sulfuricacid peryear.

The oxygen planthasthe capacitytoproduce 440
tonsofoxygenperday.

ManagingDirector ofthe National Iranian Copper
Industries Company Ardeshir Sa'd-Mohammadi
told IRNA thatwith the new projects on stream,
Iran’s copper smelting capacity willincrease to
400,000tonsperyear.

World's9th LargestReserve

Accordingtothe United States Geological Survey,
Iran holds the world's ninth largest copper
reserves.
Iranholdsabout4billiontonsofestimated copper
reserves,accordingto the Geological Survey of
Iran.

Withanannual production of 34.5 milliontons,
Iraniscurrentlytheworld’seighthbiggestcopper
producerinthe world, says Sa'd-Mohammadi,
addingthat with the development of mineral
explorations, the countrywillsoonascendtothe
seventhrank.

Accordingtothe official, Iran’s copperreserves
makeup4.15%oftheglobal copperreserves, Fars
NewsAgencyreported.

Iran's major Sungun Copper Mine’sreserves
exceed 1.2 billion tons while those of Miduk
CopperMinesurpass 500 milliontons.
According to Sa'd-Mohammadi, the copper
industry has a 50-million-ton shareinIran's
annualmineral output.

Takingintoaccountthe developmentofcopper
mines of Der Alo Copper Mine, Darezar Copper
Mine and Khatunabad (all three in Kerman
Province) as well as new explorations, Sa'd-
Mohammadi believes the country’s copper
reserveswilllastforthenext 100 yearsatleast.
Exportsofcopperand downstream productsin
thefiscal2019-20stood at365,070 tonsworth
about$917.53 million,downby 52%intonnage
andupby 13%invalue YOY.

Copperand downstreamproducts’importsstood
at1,870tonsworth $17.42 million, indicatinga
93.3%and 90.7%decreaseintonnageandvalue
respectively YOY.

Copper and downstream products were the
third majormineral commodity onthelistofthe
country’smineraltrade.

OnJuly 3,1972,Kerman Sarcheshmeh Copper
Mines Companywasincorporatedandin1976, it
wasrenamed National Iranian Copper Industries
Company, which encompassesall copper mine
operationsinthe country.

Obama Slams Trump Administration's
Leadership amid Coronavirus Pandemic

Former US President Barack Obama criticized “the folksin

charge” fortheirresponse to the coronavirus pandemicin

acommencementaddress Saturday, offering some ofhis

mostpointed condemnation of President Donald Trump’s

administration.

"More than anything, this pandemic
has fully, finally torn back the curtain
ontheideathatsomany of the folks
in charge know whatthey’re doing,"
Obamasaidinthe address, which was
streamed online."Alotofthem aren’t
evenpretendingtobeincharge."
"Ifthe world’s going to get better, it’s
goingtobeuptoyou,”hesaid.

The commencement address was
delivered to 27,000 students at 78
historically black colleges and
universitiesinatwo-hour eventcalled
"Show Me Your Walk HBCU Edition."
Obamais expected to participate in
asecond commencement ceremony
hosted by NBA star LeBron James for
graduating high school seniors. The
eventwill be televised.

Since leaving office three years ago,
Obama hasrarely criticized Trump
publicly.

"President Trump’s unprecedented
coronavirusresponse hassavedlives,"
said White House press secretary
Kayleigh McEnany said in a statement
Saturday evening. "His early travel
restrictionsand quarantines protected
the American publicwhile his Paycheck
Protection Program and direct
payments to Americans got needed
economicreliefto our country.”
"Moreover, President Trump directed
the greatest mobilization of the
private sector since World War II to
fill the stockpile left depleted by his
predecessor,” the statement said.
"As we look to the future, we have the
Presidentwho ushered inthe hottest
economyinmodern historyreadytodo
itasecondtime.”

Inaprivate phone call with thousands
of alumni ofhisadministration last
week, Obama called the Trump
administration’s response to the
coronavirus pandemic an “absolute
chaoticdisaster.”

Obama also said during the call
that "seeing others as an enemy"
had "become a stronger impulse in
Americanlife" and had weakened the
response to the global crisis, NBC News
reported.

Last month Obama endorsed his
formervice president, Joe Biden, for
president, saying he was the right
personto "guide usthrough one ofour
darkesttimes."

In the commencement address
Saturday, Obama also touched on the
racial disparities of the coronavirus
pandemic thatis disproportionately
impacting people of color.
"Andlet'sbe honest — a diseaselike
this just spotlights the underlying
inequalities and extra burdens that
black communities have historically
had to deal within this country,” Obama
said."Weseeitinthedisproportionate
impact of COVID-19 on our
communities,justas we seeitwhena
blackman goes forajog,and some folks
feellike they can stop and question and
shoothimifhe doesn’tsubmitto their
questioning."

Obama was referencing the killing
of Ahmaud Arbery, ablack man who
his family says was outforajogwhen
he was chased and fatally shot by
two white men in late February. The
shooters were notarrested until May,
afteravideo ofthekilling was shared
widely online.

"Injustice like thisisn'tnew. Whatis
newisthatsomuch ofyourgeneration
haswokenup tothe factthatthe status
quo needs fixing; that the old ways
of doing things don't work," Obama
added.
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