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Iranextracts over 64.2mntons

ofironorelastyear

Islamic RepublicofIran extracted more than 64.2
million ofiron oreinthe pastIraniancalendaryear
[fromMarch21,2019toMarch 20,2020].
According to the Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and renovation
Organization [IMIDRO], 10large mine and mining
unitsofthe country extracted over 64,274,983 tons
ofironorelastyear[ended March 20,2020].
Accordingtothescheduled program,itistargeted
thatIran will produce 55 million tons of steel
in 2025 Outlook Plan and for this purpose, the
countrywillneed about 160 million tons ofiron
ore concentrate.

IslamicRepublicoflranis currently considered as
top 10largeststeel producerinthe world inaway
thatthe country produced more than 27 million
tonsofsteellastyear [ended March 20,2020].

Iran Airtoresume first
post-coronaforeign flightto
Amsterdam

Iran’s National Flag Carrier; Iran Air, willresumeits
firstforeign flightin the post-coronavirus period
onThursday.

‘Iran Air’ on Monday revealed its flights from
Tehranto Amsterdamare scheduled tobelaunched
every Thursday.

Withthenecessary follow-upsmadewiththe Dutch
Airlineandissuance offlightlicense, Iran Air will
resumeitsscheduled flightsto Amsterdam Airport
by observinghealth protocols.

These flights will be operated every Thursday
from Imam Khomeini International Airport[IKIA]
to Amsterdam Airportthrough winninglicenses
fromthe Ministry of Healthand Medical Education,
Iranian Civil Aviation Organization [ICAO] in full
compliancewith thehealth protocols.

For further information, applicants may
get in touch with the airline via phone
(+982146621888) orrefertoitsofficesin Tehran
and Amsterdam forbookingtickets.

Iran to exportcoronaserology
Kkitsto'Turkeynext week:

official

Head of Communication, Information and Public
Relations Dept. ofthe Vice-Presidency for Science
and Technology Parviz Karamisaid on Mon. that
Islamic Republic of Iran will export COVID-19
serologykitstoneighboring Turkey nextweek.
The process of contract for selling coronavirus
serology kits to Turkey has been finalized and
Iran will startexportingand dispatching corona
serologyKkitstothis country nextweek, headded.
Giantstepshave beentakeninthe country with
exportinghomegrown corona serology kits to
other countries, he said,adding, “accordingly,
IslamicRepublicoflrancould produceahigh-tech
productusingitsexpertsandtalentsinthe shortest
time possible which observe requirements of
international and European standard rules and
regulations.”

Atthe condition thatforeign mediaoutletsare
propagatingfalsenewsagainstthe countryandare
tryingtodisturbpublicopinions, knowledge-based
companiesinthe country started exporting their
up-to-date products and showcase the authority
oflranian science and technology to the world,
Karamiemphasized.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he pointed to the
advanced Iranian technology and said, “thelevel
oflran’s science and technologyis so high that
Germany and other European countries have
presently asked for importing Iranian-made
coronavirusdiagnostickits.”
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Iran's'Trade With Persian Gulf'States
Tops 218 Billion

[ran’s non-oil commercial exchanges with Persian
GulfArabstates, includinglraq, the UAE,Oman, Qatar;
Kuwait, Syria, Lebanon, Jordanand Saudi Arabia, hit

21.5$billioninthelastIranianyearthatended on
March2020,19.

S Accordin
) g
%/W to Director

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

N

General of Trade
Promotion
Organization
of Iran's Arabic-
African Affairs
Office Farzad Piltan, Iran
exported $12.5billionand
imported $9 billion worth
of commodities fromthese
countries, IRNAreported.

Iraqwas Iran’smain export
destinations among the
countries under review
as $9 billion worth of
goods were exported to
theneighboring statelast
year. It was followed by
the UAE with $2.5 billion,
Oman with $450 million,
Qatar with $200 million,
Kuwaitwith $180 million,
Syria with $160 million,
Lebanonwith $30 million,
Jordan with $21 million
and Bahrain with $10
million.

The UAE was the biggest
exportertoIraninthefiscal
2019-20, as the country
exported $8.7 billion
worth of commodities
to the Islamic Republic
during the period. It was
followed by Oman with
$167 million, Iraq with
$131 million, Jordan with
$21 million, Lebanon with
$18 million, Qatar with
$12 million, Syriawith $11
million and Bahrain with
$2 million.

Iran did not have any
commercial exchanges
with Saudi Arabialastyear.
Data released on Iran’s
foreign trade duringthe
period underreview show
the UAE was Iran’s second
biggest trading partner
amongcountries, Iraq was
fourth, Oman was 18th,
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Qatar was 34th, Kuwait
was 39th, Syriawas 41st,
Lebanonwas 62nd,Jordan
was 63rd and Bahrain was
88th.

Accounting fora Quarter of
Iran's Overall Trade
Iran’snon-oil foreigntrade
stood at $85 billionin the
fiscal 2019-20, of which
exports accounted for
$41.3billionand imports
for $43.7 billion, Mehdi
Mirashrafi, the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration,
said.

Trade with the Persian
Gulfstatesaccounted for
aboutaquarter ofIran's
all commercial exchanges
with other countries.
Exports to these states
accounted for 30% while
imports accounted for
20% of overall exchanges
with other countries.
Oil-based products and
byproducts, as well as
petrochemical products,
areincludedinIran'snon-
oil export data. In fact,
petrochemicals and gas
condensates constitute
the greater share of total
exports.

Noting that Iran traded
over 169 million tons of
goodslastyear, Mirashrafi
said exports weighed
133.9 million tons, three
times as much as the
imports in weight and
about 13.5% more than
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Knowledge-based
Researchers at Amirkabir
University of Technology have
managed to attain the know-
how to produce a type of
disinfectantthatdoesnotpose
any harm to the environment
and humans.The firm is
now mass producing multi
oxidantsolution that can be
used to both sanitize surfaces
and hands.The solution is
produced by electrolysis of
sodium chloride (NaCl) brine
inanelectrolyticcell. CEO ofthis
company said thatthe process

the previousyear.

“In terms of value,
however, exports show a
7% decline year-on-year,”
hewas quoted as saying by
MehrNews Agency.
“Imports reached 35.3
million tonsin fiscal 2019-
20, indicating a 9.3%
growth year-on-year. As
sucha$2.4-billionintrade
deficitwas registered for
the country during the
period underreview. Raw
materials, machinery
and intermediate goods
accounted for 85% ofthe
imports.”

The IRICA chief further
said  petrochemicals
made up thelion’s share
of exports, whichindicates
thatthe countryis moving
from its dependency on
selling  unprocessed
goods toward exporting
petroleum products.
“However, the fact that
each ton of Iranian
imports was valued at
$1,220 and each ton of
exports was worth only
$309 indicates that
exports of unprocessed
goods continue to pose
a challenge for Iran’s
economy," hesaid.

“China was Iran’s main
export destination that
purchased $9.5 billion
worth of non-oil goods
fromuslastyear, followed
by Iraq with $8.9 billion,
Turkey with $5.4 billion,
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the UAE with $4.5 billion
and Afghanistan with
$2.3 billion. Our top five
partners in exports were
Asian countriesand mostly
neighbors. Other countries
imported $10.9 billion
worth of Iran’s non-oil
goodslastyear”
Mirashrafisaid Chinawas
Iran’s top trading partner
intermsofimports.

“The Asian country sold
$11.2billionworth of non-
oilgoodstoIranlastyear.
The UAE with $8.9 billion,
Turkey $4.9 billion, India
$3.6 billion and Germany
with $2.1 billion worth of
exportstolranwere Iran’s
otherkeytradingpartners
in terms of imports,"” he
said.

The imports chiefly
included material used
in the manufacturing,
livestock feed, essential
goods, medical equipment
and pharmaceuticals.
Last year’s imports of
livestock feed and essential
goodswere 3 million tons
more compared with the
year before.

According to Mirashrafi,
IRICA’s numbers show
intermediate goods worth
$29.7 billion and capital
goods worth $5.9 billion
were imported into the

countrylastyear.
Consumer goods
constituted 8% of total
importslastyear.

firm

Knowledge-based firm produces
environment-friendlydisinfectant

is exclusively owned by this
firm, noting thatno chemical
compoundisbeingusedinthe
manufacturing processand so
the productis environmentally
friendly.The solution doesnot
threaten the health of people
usingit, he said,addingthatitis
alsoalkalineinnatureand non-
flammable.As almosttherestof
theworld, Iran faced ashortage
of disinfectants and other
products needed for the fight
againstthe novel coronavirus
inthe beginning weeks of the
outbreak.

‘JWJM

Tuesday ,May 12, 2020, No. 498

%J/g;u
ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Failure to
pay attention
to standards
toleadloss
of target
markets:
deputy FM

TheIranian Deputy
Foreign Minister

for Economic
Diplomacy Affairs
Gholamreza Ansari
said on Sunday that
failure to comply
with the standards
willlead to theloss
oftargetmarkets.
If some Iranian
exporters fail to
pay attention to
the standards, they
willlose the export
targetmarkets.
This situation
willinflict serious
damage to the
prestige of goods
and status of the
Islamic Republic
of Iran at export
markets, he said,
adding, “if we
do not have the
necessary caution
and calculation due
to the presence of
rivalsatthe export
markets, we will
face problemsand
consequently, the
country will lose
thetargetmarkets.”
The deputy
foreign minister
emphasized,
“sometimes,
countries prevent
import of [ranian
goods and
products due to
the inattention
of exporters of
the country to
standards. In
some cases, these
countries have
even embarked on
returning goods
to the country, so
thatthisissue will
cost dearly for
economic status
of the country at
the international
markets.”

Hecalled onlIranian
exporters to
observe standards
in production
of their goods,
for, there are
other rivals in
target markets,
the Deputy
Foreign Minister
for Economic
Diplomacy Affairs
Ansarireiterated.
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US Sanctions
Hindering
Syria’s
Coronavirus
Response:
BasharAl-
Ja'afari

Syria’s permanent
representative to the
United Nationsblasted
US sanctions against
the Arab country,
saying that the bans
have hampered
the government’s
efforts to rein in the
spread of the deadly
coronavirus.
“Unilateral coercive
economic measures
hinder Syria’sability to
meetthebasicneedsof
itspeopleand confront
the epidemic of the
novel Coronavirus,”
Basharal-Ja'afarisaid
on Sunday,according
to SANAnewsagency.
“Syria  mobilized
all of its available
human, medical and
nutritional resources
to the benefit of all
Syrianswhereverthey
are to confront the
Covid-19 pandemic,
butthose capabilities
will continue to be
negatively affected
by unilateral coercive
measures,”headded.
The senior diplomat
said the sanctions
continuetoweakenthe
capacity of the public
and private health
sector in Syria by
hamperingtheimport
of medicines and
medical supplies as
these measures affect
the Syrian banking
sector, especially with
regard to foreign bank
transfers,aswell asits
impactonthe capacity
ofthe main economic
sectors to carry out
theirtasksinthefields
of energy, banking,
industry, transport,
communications,and

internal and external
trade
Al-Jaafari refuted

therecent American
allegations about
the exemptions and
exceptions by the
US government that
allow the delivery of
humanitarianaid and
business transactions
with Syriato provide
medical and food
supplies.

“The US exemptions
depend on political
considerationsand the
aid onlyreachesareas
under the control of
terrorist groups,” he
clarified.

=

Fatalitiesin Iran Naval

Vessel Accident Rises to
19

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s Navy confirmed on
Monday that 19 servicemen have been martyred and 15
othersinjuredinanincidentinvolvingamilitary vessel
inthe country’s southern waters.

The Iranian Navy’s Public Relations Department
announced in astatementthattheincidentinvolving
‘Konarak’lightlogistical vessel occurred on Sunday
evening, May 10, when anumber of the Navy vessels

were carrying a naval exercise off the coasts of Jaskand
ChabaharsoutheastofIran.

According to the statement, 19 naval forces have been
martyred and 15 others have beeninjured, who are in
stable conditions.

Following the event, the naval rescue and relief teams
were immediately deployed to the scene, disembarked
the injured and the bodies, and took the injured
servicemen to the medical centers,itadded.

The forces on board the doomed vessel showed
exemplary courage to save their comrades, the statement
added.

The Konarak vessel has been pulled to anaval pierin

the region for technical
investigation, itnoted.
The Navy has also
offered condolences
to the families of the
martyrs, praised the
naval forces’ moraleand
military preparedness,
and has underlined that
any speculation about the
incidentwould be dismissed until
the expertteamsattheaccidentscene conducta
detailed investigation.
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Rumors of
Germany’s  ban
on Hezbollah's
activities, which
have been

NEWS circulating since

_ S Nov.2019,cametrue

onAp.23,2020.InNov.2019,
Germanmediaoutletsclaimed
that the Foreign Ministry
and the Justice Department
had accepted apolitical ban
on Hezbollah and that the
German Interior Ministryhad
reviewed itthe weekafter. But
the German Interior Ministry
denied the news, which
was widely reported in the
Germanand Europeanmedia.
Aspokesman forthe ministry
Steve Alter tweeted, “we do
notconfirmthemediareports
thatthe German government
hasbanned Hezbollah from
operating."

However,on April 23,2020,
German Interior Minister
Horst Seehofer officially
announced that the Berlin
government has banned
Hezbollah from operating
in Germany. Following the
announcement, policebegan
searchingfourmosquesclose
toHezbollahin Germany, the
European country where
Hezbollah was mostactive.
Dozens of police forces used
operational and search dogs
during inspections of the
mosques which were onlya
place toworship by civilians
andordinarypeople.

In Sep. 2019, the US
ambassadorto Berlin Richard
Grenellrepeatedly stated that
he had spoken to German
officials about the ban on
Hezbollah's activities.Jewish
associationsand institutions
in Germany also insisted on
thisregard.Israel Ambassador
toBerlin Jeremy Issacharoff
also welcomed Germany's
decision. Israeli Foreign
Minister Israel Katz and
otherJewish organizations

double standard in domestic policy

Banning Hezbollah, an example of Germany's

in Germany also called the
move animportantdecision.
Forexample, chairman ofthe
American Jewish Committee
David Harris (A]C) said, "We
welcome Berlin’s decision,
which we have been waiting
to be implemented for
a long time." Along with
Israel, US officials have
long been waiting for the
German government to shut
down Hezbollah-affiliated
associations. US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo has
repeatedly spoken outabout
theneedtobanHezbollahin
Germany.

Based on the remarks made
by the Israeliand American
officials, it can be concluded
thatthe German’s decision
toban Hezbollahwaslargely
due to political concerns.
We can say that Germany’s
policyis formed on the basis
ofIsrael’sinterestswhich has
affected the domestic and
foreign policy of the Berlin
government.

German Foreign Minister
Heiko Maas, like his Israeli
counterpart, welcomed
the decision and positively
evaluated Hezbollah's ban
due to its denial of srael's
existence. Even the content
of the statements of other
partner partiesinthe German
governmentemphasized that
agroup fullofideasofcrushing
the Jewish state could notbe
presentwithintheborders of
Germany.
Germany’sdoublestandardin

domesticpolicy

Hezbollah, which has been
banned in Germany, is one
of the main supporters of
Lebanese Prime Minister
Hassan Diab, who took office
in Jan. Hezbollah is one of
the most significantactors
in Lebanese politics, with
13 seatsinparliamentand 3
ministersinthe government.
Hezbollah'sactivity is based
on political legitimacy and
hasbeenbannedin Germany
duetopolitical concerns. This
moveiscompletely contrary
to Germany's political
understanding of human
rightsand the constitution.
Infact, Europe, and especially
Germany, has had the same
relations with all Lebanese
officialsand parties,and even
tothisday,theyhadnotcreated
any obstacle for Hezbollah
inorder tokeep all means of
communicationwith Beirut.
The desire of German
diplomats to mediate
between Hezbollah and
Israelwas one ofthereasons
they did not wantto cutties
with Hezbollah. For example,
Gerhard Conrad, the mediator
betweenIsraeland Hezbollah,
playsanimportantroleinthe
exchange of prisoners and
moreover, heisknown forhis
good relations with Lebanon.
Therefore, Germany's move
toban Hezbollah's political
activities willalso indirectly
affectBerlin-Beirutrelations.
Germany’s Double Standardin
Prohibition Act

numberdied.

The ban on Hezbollah's
political wingin Germany has
drawnattentiontothe PKK's
extensive terroristactivities,
which have previouslybeen
banned. Has Germany been
abletoadoptthe same policy
against PKK'sterroristactsas
itdidagainstHezbollahwhich
isalegitimate political partyin
Lebanon?

The PKKhasbeen considered
asa "criminal organization”
since 1993 by the German
Federal Prosecutor’s Office
and has been carrying out
its illegal activities in the
form of non-governmental
organizationsinorderto cover
upits crimes. Everyyear, the
PKK organizes a campaign
toraisemoneyand demands
apercentage of the families'
monthlyincome. Theillegal
revenues will provide a
significant portion of the
group'sbudget.

In addition to eliminating
its opponents, the PKK in
Germany also hasahistory
of operations againstsome
German institutions in its
crimelist.In2011, forexample,
membersofthegrouptookthe
GermanRTLchannelbuilding
in Cologne by force and
soughttobroadcast Abdullah
Ocalan's release demand.
AlsoonAug. 12,2016, they
invaded the headquarter of
the state-run WDR channelin
Cologne,andonMar.21,2018,
fifty members of the group
entered the SPD partybuilding
inFrankfurt.

NEWS

PMU Forces Kill Daesh
Ringleaderin Iraq’s Diyala

Members oflraq's Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU), known as Hashd al-Sha'abi, killed a senior
leader ofthe Daesh terror group in the eastern
province of Diyala.

Sadiqal-Hosseini, a senior official of Hashd al-
Sha’abi, said thatthe Daeshringleader waskilled in
Haozal-Wagqfarea, northeastof Diyala, Almaalomah
newsagency reported on Sunday.

He said that precise intelligence collected or
received by the PMU led to thekilling of the terror
leaderinthe area, whichis some 25 kilometers
northeast of Baqubah, the provincial capital,
stressing that with hiskilling, Daesh suffered yet
anotherblow fromthe Iraqiforces.
Yilmazal-Najjar,the PMU’s commanderinnorthern
Iraq, said that Hashd al-Sha’abi fighters managed
toarrestthree Daesh commandersinthenorth-
central Kirkuk province, after gathering precise
intelligence, Press TVreported.

Daesh has intensified its attacks in Iraq amid
Baghdad’s call on the USto pull outits forces from
the Arab country.

Inavote on]January 5, the Iraqi parliament called
foranendtothe presence of all foreign troops,
including Americans.

The vote came two days after the US military -acting
onUS PresidentDonald Trump’s order - launched
afatal drone strike on senior Iranian anti-terror
commander Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani
uponhisarrivalintheIraqicapital atthe invitation
ofthe Baghdad government.

Theattackalso claimed thelives of Abu Mahdial-
Muhandis, the second-in-command ofthe PMU, and
eightotherlIranianandIraqipeople.

Washington has threatened sanctions should US
troops be expelled instead ofheeding the Iraqi
parliament’s call to end the occupation of the
country.

Future of Syria must
be decided by its nation:
Mousavi

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas
Mousavi said that Iran, Russia, and Turkey
safeguard the Astana Peace Process and are
working to reduce tensionsin Syria, establish a
constitutional committee, and pursue the process
of dialogue and national reconciliation so that the
Syriannation can decide on their future.

He made the remarks on Sunday, denying the
claims by some media outlets that the countries
safeguarding of the Astana Peace Process had
made decisionsregarding the future of the Syrian
government.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman emphasized
thatitis only the Syrian people who will decide
ontheir future, the type of governmentand their
rulers,adding, “The Islamic Republic of Iran has
always stood by the Syrian governmentand nation
to fightagainstterrorismand will continue todo so
inthe future.”

Iranian, Afghanforeign
ministersdiscuss border
accident

Inaphone conversation, [ran and Afghanistan’s foreign ministers
discussedinvestigation onanaccidentleadingto the drowningofa
number of Afghannationalsinthe HarirRoodjointborderriver.
Inthe phone call, Mohammad Javad Zarifand Mohammad Hanif
Atmaragreedtodispatchresearchteamstotheplace ofincident, Iran’s
Mashhad,and Afghanistan’s Herat, for conductingajointinvestigation.
Thegoal oftheinvestigationistofind thereasons fortheaccidentand
finding practices to preventsuchincidents from happeningin the
future.

Some Afghan media claimed on May 1, that more than 40 illegal
migrants, who have entered Iran for findingajob, were arrested by
[ranianborder guardsand thrownto Harir Rood River fromwhoma

The claims were abused by some media seeking to tarnish the two
countries’relations.

OnMay 3, Foreign Ministry spokesman Seyyed AbbasMousavirejected
any Iranian Border Guard involvementin an incident for afghan
migrantsand said thattheincidenthappened toanumber of Afghan
citizensintheborderareawas onthe Afghanside oftheborder.
Border Guards of the Islamic Republic of Iran have dismissed
allegations thatIranianborder guard forces detained and tortured
illegal Afghan migrants onthelranian-Afghanborder.

Afghanistan shares more than 500 miles ofborder with [ran. About
three million Afghans-amix ofrefugees andillegal migrants-livein
[ran,alargenumber ofthemhavingarrived after their country plunged
intoconflictinthe 1980s.

YoungAfghans constantlyflowacrosstheborderto seekwork, many of
themsmuggled through dangerousdeserts, oftentravelingforaweek
atatimepackedintothebackofpick-uptrucks.

Inrecent
months, afterthe outbreakof coronavirus, the flow

wasreversed. BetweenJanuaryand April,about 240,000 Afghanshad
returned fromIran.



'Weare expected tofacedifficult antumn ahead': Namaki
Iranian Minister of Health and Medical Education Saeed Namaki said, “We are
expected tohave one of the toughestautumns ahead due to the coincidence of
influenzaand coronavirus,andifthathappens, we need tobe fully prepared.”
COVID-19isan unknown virus and we expected thatit will be weakened
by the heatlike SARS and MERS viruses, said Namaki, adding that while
we now see thatin the tropical province, such as Khuzestan, the peak of
the diseaseisoccurring.Due to the coincidence of influenza and coronavirus in
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autumn, we expect that we will face one of the toughest autumns ahead and we should be fully
prepared, headded.Accordingto Iran’s Health Ministry Spokesman Kianoush Jahanpour on Saturday,
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the number of coronavirus cases has hit 106,220 in the country, while 85,064 have recovered from
the disease.
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standard in domestic Iranreadyto
policy &) swap prisoners
with US without
Iran extracts over preconditions
64.2mn tons ofiron . .
[ranisreadyforafull prisoner
orelastyear exchange with the United

o States, Iranian government
spokesmanAliRabieisaid."We

Iran's Trade With )

. arereadytoexchange [ranian
Persian Gulf'States and American prisonersand
Tops 218 Billion weare prepared to discuss

thisissuebut Americanshave
o notrespondedyet,"headded.
"We are worried about
the safety and health of
[ranians in jail ... We hold

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:34:20 America responsible for
Noon call to prayer: Iranians’ safety amid the
12:59:41 new coronavirus outbreak,”
Evening call to prayer: Rabiei conflrmed.ln arare

actofcooperationbetween
20:12:00

twolongtime foes, the United
States and Iran swapped
prisonersin2019-American
graduate student Xiyue
Wang, detained for three
yearsonspying charges,and
imprisoned Iranian stem-
cell researcher Massoud
Soleimani,accused of sanction
violations.

WEATHER

Fatalitiesin Iran Naval Vessel Accident

New Coronavirus Qutbreaks Spark Uneasein

China

Anuntraced coronavirus outbreakina Chinese city near

the Russianborderand a spate of new casesin Wuhan

has prompted fears ofafresh wave of infectionsin China.

On Sunday, Chinese authorities
reclassified Shulan, a city near the
Russian and North Korean borders,
as high risk, after a cluster of cases
connected toawoman with no known
history of travel or exposure to the virus.
[t came just a week after China
designated all regionsin the country
aslow or mediumrisk. On Sunday the
country’s national health commission
reported 17 new cases, its second day
ofadouble-digitrise and its highest
numberinnearly two weeks.
Fivelocally transmitted cases were in
three provinces which border Russia or
North Korea-threein]ilin,and one each
in Heilongjiangand Liaoning.

All of Jilin’s new cases were in Shulan
city,includinga 28-year-old woman, a
45-year-old mananda56-year-old man,
bringingthe city’s totalto 12.

Chinese state media, CGTN, said
authoritieshave ordered the temporary
closure of all public placesin Shulan,
including sports facilities, cinemas
and libraries, and for all residents
to stay home exceptunder “unusual
circumstances”. Students in their final
year of middle or senior high school will
returntoonlinelearning,itsaid. No taxis
canleavethe city,and all publictransport
hasbeensuspended.

Local mediasaid the source of Shulan’s
chain ofinfection remained a mystery.
Jilin provincial health commission said
itoriginated witha45-year-old woman
who hasnoresidential ortravel history
outside the province, and no known
contacthistory with people returning
from overseas or key provinces, The
Guardianreported.

In recent weeks China has enacted
border closures and social restrictions

onareas bordering Russia, including
Suifenhe, in the east of Heilongjiang
province, after some peoplereturningto
Chinavialand borders were diagnosed
with Covid-19.
According to a local government
WeChataccount, on 2 May Shulan health
authorities said thatin the last three
weeks of April, 308 Shulan residents
had returned from Russia via Suifenhe
and Manzhouli ports. Eight were
quarantinedina]ilininfectious disease
hospital, and the remaining 300 were
isolated in Shulan city, the People’s Daily
reported.
In the city of Wuhan, where the virus
originated atthe end oflastyear, Chinese
authorities alsoreported five new cases
on Sunday, the city’s highestnumber of
new infections since 11 March.
The new cases, all local transmissions,
wereamong 17 new cases nationwide,
thehighestin almosttwo weeks.
Authorities in Wuhan imposed
draconianrestrictions on travel and
movementin whatappeared to have
been a successful bid to quash the
outbreak.Thatlockdownbegan to ease
inrecentweeks, as authorities said the
disease wasunder control, mostrecently
with childrenreturning to school, and
travel to and from the city allowed.
On Chinese social media the quickrise
in cases sparked concern. “We stillneed
totake protective measures, five casesis
really terrible,” wrote one user on Weibo.
“Before (now) there were almost
no transfers from asymptomatic to
confirmed diagnosisin Hubeiprovince,”
wrote another. “Government should
respond to social concernsinatimely
manner.”
“It’s not easy to slow down,” wrote a
third. “Ifeltalittle relaxed and now it
starts again, and I'm starting to panic
again. Come on, Wuhan.”
China’shasreported atotal 0f82,918
casesandadeathtoll of4,633.
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Chinarefutes 24 'lies' by U.S. politicians
over coronavirus

Chinahasissuedalengthyrebuttal of whatitsaid were 24

“preposterousallegations” by someleading U.S. politicians

overitshandlingofthenew coronavirus outbreak.

The Chinese foreign ministry has
dedicated mostofits press briefings
over the past week to rejecting
accusations by U.S. politicians,
especially Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, that China had withheld
information aboutthe new coronavirus
andthatithad originatedinalaboratory
inthe city of Wuhan.

A 30-page, 11,000-word article posted
on the ministry website on Saturday
nightrepeated and expanded on the
refutations made during the press
briefings, and began by invoking
Abraham Lincoln, the 19th century U.S.
president.

“As Lincoln said, you can fool some of
the people all the time and fool all the
people some ofthe time, butyou cannot
foolallthe peopleall the time,” itsaid in
the prologue.

The article also cited mediareports
thatsaid Americanshad beeninfected
with the virus before the first case
was confirmed in Wuhan. There is no
evidence to suggestthatisthe case.
Keen to quash U.S. suggestions that
the virus was deliberately created
or somehow leaked from the Wuhan
Institute of Virology, the article said
thatall evidence shows the virus is
notman-made and thatthe institute
isnotcapable of synthesisinganew
coronavirus.

“TIMELY” WARNINGS

Thearticle also provided a timeline of
how China had provided information
to the international communityina
“timely”, “open and transparent”
manner torebuke U.S. suggestions that
ithad beenslowtosoundthealarm.
Despite China’s repeated assurances,

W L A la \
concerns aboutthe timeliness ofits
information have persisted in some
quarters.

Areportby Der Spiegel magazinelast
Friday cited Germany’s BND spy agency
as saying that China’sinitial attempt
tohold backinformation had costthe
world four to sixweeks that could have
beenused to fightthe virus.

The article rejected Western criticism
of Beijing’s handling of the case of Li
Wenliang, a 34-year-old doctor who
had tried to raise the alarm over the
outbreakofthe newvirusin Wuhan. His
death from COVID-19, the respiratory
disease caused by the virus, prompted
anoutpouringofrage and griefacross
China.

The ministry article said Li wasnota
“whistle-blower” and he was never
arrested, contrary to many Western
reports.The article did mention that
Liwasreprimanded by the police for
“spreading rumours”. Though Li was
laternamed among “martyrs” mourned
by China, aninvestigationinto his case
alsodrew criticism online afteritmerely
suggested thereprimand againsthimbe
withdrawn.

Rejecting suggestions by U.S. President
Donald Trump and Pompeo that the
new coronavirus should be called the
“Chinesevirus” or “Wuhan virus”, the
article cited documents from the World
Health Organization to say the name of
avirus should notbe country-specific.
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