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214 1 Iran'shandicrafts exportsreach thatWashington will

move forward with a
120-day waiver to
allow Iraq to import
electricity fromIran.

Iraq is still Iran’s
most loyal business

427Smnin 11 months

13.3% and 8% growth in
terms of value and volume,
respectively, compared with
the corresponding period of

Iran’s exports of handicrafts
inthe 11 months of the past
fiscal year to February 19
amounted to $427 million,

said the deputy cultural theyearbefore. partner despite
heritage, handicraft and Noting that the country hurd!es imposed by
tourism minister. had seta $440-million goal sanctions, protests, the
Pouya Mahmoudian forlastfiscal’shandicrafts coronaviruscrisis,and

—mostimportantly of
all —the United States’

added that of the total
amount,some $237 million

exports, the official said, the
11-month figureindicatesa

accounted for official 97%realizationofthe plan. continuous pressure
exports,and the remaining Iran’s handicrafts exports on Baghdad to try to
$190 millionbelongtothe reached $289 million in getittodropoutofthe
suitcasetrade. the fiscal (2018-2019), deals- tf) buy Iranian
According to the available suggestingamild growth of electricityandgas.
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Iran’s Zarif Sends Letterto
UN Chiefon US Sanctions,
Unilateralism

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifhas sentaletter
toUN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres tomention the threats
posedbythe USgovernment'sillegal measures,suchasitsunilateral
withdrawal from the JCPOA and its sanctions againstIran,a
spokesmansaid.

Inapostonhis Twitteraccount, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Seyed Abbas Mousavisaid the top Iranian diplomathaswrittenthe
lettertothe UN secretary-general on Friday.

Inhisletter, hasmentioned importanttipsaboutthe US’illegal
withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear deal, the unilateral sanctions
againstlran, thebrazen, repeated and constantviolation ofthe UN
Charter; particularly thebreachof Article 25 ofthe UN Charter; which
have threatened the credibilityand integrity ofthe United Nations
aswellasinternational peaceand security, Mousavisaid.
Thetoplraniandiplomathasbeenin contactwiththe UN chiefsince
the outbreakofthe novel coronavirus.

Inaletterto Guterresin March, Zarif denounced the US’ sanctions
asamajor obstacle to the [slamic Republic’s fight against the
coronavirusand urged thatsuchunilateralandillegal sanctions
shouldend.

Zarif emphasized in the letter that despite Iran’s scientific

—— Establishment of Jewish state Western

Germany Sees
Increased Risk
of Hard Brexit

German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas
saidin anewspaper
interview on
Saturday there wasa
growingriskofahard
Brexit in the midst
of the coronavirus
crisisasnegotiations
between Britain
and the EU so far
on the future trade
relationship had
yielded hardly any
progress.

Britain leftthe EU in
January, and talks
with theblocare now
focused on setting
new trading terms
from 2021, when
London’s status-quo
transition period
ends. However
the talks quickly
hit an impasse
when negotiations
resumed last
month, according
to diplomats and
officials.

“It’s worrying that
Britain is moving
further away from
our jointly agreed
political declaration
on keyissuesinthe
negotiations,” Maas
told Augsburger
Allgemeine
newspaper.

“It’s simply not
on, because the
negotiations are a
complete package
asit’slaid outinthe
political declaration,”
he added, Reuters
reported.

Maas said there was
currently neither
common ground
on how to shape a
comprehensive trade
dealnor on whether
to extend the
negotiation period

beyondthe end ofthe
year.
“The British

government is still
refusing to extend
the deadline,” Maas
said. “If it stays that
way, we will have
to deal with Brexit
in addition to the
coronavirus at the

turn ofthe year”

Irish Foreign
Minister Simon
Coveney said

on Friday the
coronavirus
pandemic had made
an already difficult
timeline fora British-
European Union
trade deal “virtually
impossible” and that
itwould make sense
toseekmoretime.

An American analyst believes that the
establishment of the Jewish state was a
Western plotto extend itsinfluenceinapart
ofthe world notits own, wanting control

overtheregion’svastoilreserves.
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Nakba day,
meaning ‘Day of
the Catastrophe’,
is observed on 15

N E ws May every year,

NEWS commemorating

S e displacement of

plot to control over region's

capabilities  and  the
commitment that the
country’shealthsystemhas
shown to the fightagainst
the coronavirus outbreak,
the US’ sanctions on legal
tradeand the preconditions
that the United States’
authorities have setrecently
in order to prevent the sale of
medicine, medical equipment and
humanitarian supplies have posed serious obstacles to
theeffortstobattleagainstCOVID-19inIran.

NEWS

Britain to Introduce Two-
Week Quarantine for Arrivals:
Reports

Britain plans to introduce a 14-day mandatory
quarantine for mostinternational arrivals, reports
said Saturday, despite growing pressure on the
governmentto relax viruslockdown measures.
Itcomesasthe UK, which has the world’s second
highest coronavirus death toll after the US,
cautiously charts a way forward after imposing
strictstay-at-home ordersinlate March.

Apart from those entering the country from
neighboringlreland, all people cominginto Britain
by air, seaand rail willbe required to self-isolate for

700,000 Palestinians forced
tofleeasaresultofthe 1948
Arab-Israeli War, the land
theftand the destructionand
depopulation of hundreds of
Palestiniantownsandvillages.
Therefugees forced to seek
refuge in Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria, the West Bank, and
the Gaza Strip, often without
citizenshipbeinggranted.
Palestinianrefugeesin 1948
Many Palestinians continue
tohold and treasure the keys
to their losthomes, and the
keyhasbecomeasymbol of
Palestinian right to return
home.

Nakba Day commemorations
typicallytake the formofrallies
andspeechesin citiesaround
[srael,the WestBank,and Gaza,
with Palestinian marchers
commonly  brandishing
placards, flags,and housekeys,
thelattersymbolsofthehomes
andstill-deserted villagestheir
familieshavenotbeenallowed
toreturnto.
Defendingtherightofexistence
and therightofreturnofthe
indigenous Palestinians was
wrongly equated with anti-
Semitism.

On May 15, millions of
Palestinians living in the
Palestinian territories and
abroad will mark the 72nd
anniversary ofthe Nakba.
Palestinians carryasymbolic
keywith Arabictextthatreads:
‘Weare comingback, Palestine'
onNakbaDayin Gaza City

To shed light on the issue,
wereached outto American
analystand columnistStephen
Lendman.

Following is the text of our
interviewwith him:

72yearshavepassedsincethe
Israeliregime’s occupation of
the Palestinianlands; whereis
theregime standingtoday in
termsofidentityaswellasthe
politicaland social status?
Thelsraeliregimeis concerned
internationally about one
thing alone — maintaining
full USsupportnomatterhow
egregiousits policiesagainst
Palestinians and regional
countrieslike [ranand Syria.
As long as US support
continues, itsrulingregimes
know they can do whatever
theyplease withimpunity. The
Netanyahuregime consistently
and repeatedly takes full
advantage.

The status of Palestinians
isdismal and getting worse
ahead with Israel’s planned
annexation  of illegal
settlements, theJordan Valley
and the northern Dead Sea,
along with further areas it
intendsincorporatingintoits
territory unlawfully —amajor
Fourth Genevaand UN Charter
breach.

Resistance is the only
Palestinian option — on their
ownbecausenooneinternally
will help. The Abbas-led PA
operatesincahootswithIsrael
regime, claiming to support
the Palestinian people butits
actionsshow otherwise.
Whatdo the current political
crises and rifts among the
Israeli regime authorities,
as well as the regime’s
undermined security, suggest?
Internal Israelirifts appear

to be largely resolved.
Benny Gantz surrendered to
Netanyahu’s demands. Both
figuresare hostile toregional
peace and Palestinianrights.
Netanyahu’s trial on serious
chargesofbribery, fraud,and
breachoftrustisscheduled to
begininlate May.

It was postponed earlier,
possibly again. He's doing
whatever it takes to retain
power and stay out of prison.
MostlIsraeli'sdespisedhimand
wantshimreplaced. Whether
he stays or goeswon't change
the country’spolicies.

Based ontheavailable dataon
the USand Britain’sarmsand
financial supporttothe [sraeli
regime, howdoyouseetherole
of Washingtonand Londonin
the formationand realization
oftheZionistregime?

The USand NATO one-sidedly
supportthelsraelregimeatthe
expense of regional peaceand
Palestinianrights.Iseenothing
ahead thatwill change this.
The Israeli regime has
been struggling torepel the
Palestinians’and Lebanese’
resistance movementin the
pastyears; have the Zionists
beensuccessfulinthisregard?
Andwill these effortshelp Tel
Avivsurvive?
Sinceestablishedin May 1948,
the Israel regime has been
verysuccessfulinachievingits
aimsand growingin strength,
includingasanuclear power.
The establishment of the
Jewish state was a Western
plottoextenditsinfluencein

apartoftheworld notits own,
viewing Arabs as inferior
people, Westerners superior,
wanting control over the
region’svastoilreserves.
Western civilizationis deeply
flawed. Self-declaringitself
superior is part of its racist
attacksonotherselsewhere,
especially nations rich in
resources the West seeks
control over.

The normalization process
of Arab-Israelitieshas been
acceleratedinrecentyears,and
theyarenothidingitanymore;
what are the main reasons
behind such measures by the
Israeliregime?
MostArabstatessold outtothe
US-led Westlongago,allowing
themselves to be exploited
instead of unitingtoresistand
maintaintheirindependence.
The USmoveditsembassyfrom
Tel Avivtoal-Qudsin2017;how
much did this measure favor
thelegalization process ofthe
Zionistregime?

Moving the US embassy to
Quds was symbolic, butalso
somethinglsraeliregimelong
sought as a way to make its
illegitimacylooklegitimate.It’s
ashort-termgainldon'tbelieve
willstand thetestoftime.
TheIsrael regimeisarogue
regime. Longtermit’'s sowing
itsown demise asaregional
power, the same thing true of
theUSglobally.It'sadeclining
powerwhile China, Russia, Iran,
and other nations arerising.
That'sthe futurebutthingsplay
outslowly.

afortnight, The Timesreported.

The newspaper said the new rule would be
enforced by spot-checks onthe address given by
travelers, with possible penaltiesincluding fines of
upto£1,000($1,200,1,100 euros) or deportation.
It said Prime Minister Boris Johnson would
announce the measures on Sunday, AFP reported.
The BBCreported thatthe two-week quarantine
restrictionwassettobebroughtinatthe end of May,
citinggovernmentsources and aviation industry
body Airlines UK.

Ahead ofJohnson’s televised address later this
weekend, the governmenthaswarned notto expect
any major changes to the nationwide coronavirus
lockdown.

The devolved governmentin Wales has unveiled
planstore-opengarden centres andlibraries, but
said the widerlockdown would remain foranother
three weeks.

Morethan 31,000 people who have tested positive
for coronavirus have nowdied in Britain.

US Addiction to Sanctions
Damaging UN’s Credibility:

Iran Envoy

Iran’sambassador to the United Nations said the
US government’s unilateral policies and addiction
toinhumane sanctions againstothernationshave
undermined the credibility of the UN and the rule
oflaw.

The UShas endangered multilateralism across
the world through its contemptuous treatment of
international organizations and the international
law, Majid Takht Ravanchisaidinanaddresstoa
virtual meeting of the UN Security Council, held on
Friday to mark the 75th anniversary of the end of
World WarIlin Europe.

The Iranian envoy also deplored the US’s
withdrawal from various international treaties,
including the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), Press TVreported.

Reminding the “poignant lessons” that were
taught by World War I1, Takht Ravanchi cited the
US’s actions as clear modern-day instances of
“systematic contempt” for the international law.
“Such policies have posed a challenge to
multilateralism and jeopardized countries’
collectiveinterests,” hesaid.

Iran Geets Nothing from Swiss
Humanitarian Channel:
Report

Thehumanitarian banking channel setupto getmedicineand other
suppliesintolranhasnotinfactprocessed any potentiallylife-saving
transactions, the Swiss government confirmed.

Announcedinlate Januaryand declared operationalamonthlater,
the channel, knownasthe Swiss Humanitarian Trade Arrangement
(SHTA),wassupposedtoensure that “humanitariangoods continue
toreachthelranianpeople"asUS Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
saidonFeb.27.

Butit'snothappening—atatime when,accordingto]ohns Hopkins
University, the novel coronavirus hasinfected more than 104,000
Iraniansandkilled over 6,500.

“Notransactionshaveyetbeen carried out. Unfortunately, thiswhole

processhasbeen slower than expected because ofthe COVID-19
pandemic,” said Fabian Maienfisch,aspokesman for Switzerland’s
State Secretariat for EconomicAffairs (SECO), which overseesthe
channel, the DailyBeastreported.

Themoribund state ofthe channel contrasts with the fanfare with
which the Trumpadministrationannouncedit. To showthatthe so-
called “maximum pressure” campaignisnotconsigningIraniansto
theirfate duringthe pandemic, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
saidonMarch 17, “Wehaveanopenhumanitarian channeltofacilitate
legitimatetransactionseven while ensuring our maximumpressure
campaigndenies..."

Knowledgeable observers say the way the channelis structured
places substantial burdens in the way of companieslookingtosell
[ranhumanitariansupplies.

Inanindication ofthebureaucracyinvolved inthe SHTA, Maienfisch
said, “Swiss exportand trade companies thatare interested in
participatingare currently collectingthe necessaryinformationand

Ay

documents
tobesubmitted to SECO.”

The Treasury Departmentdeclined commentbeyond pointingtoits
Feb.27 announcementthatthe SHTA channelisoperational.

“It sunfortunatethatthe Iranian governmentturned down ouroffer
ofhumanitarianassistance for COVID-19. Our priorityhasbeen to
standwiththe Iranianpeople-and this offerisstillonthetable,’aState
Departmentspokesperson claimed.
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cityof Tehranisdeclining.
Inthelastfewweeks, the
number ofhospitalized
patients, clients, and
ICU admissions, as
well asdeaths from the

04:36:27 deadly virus has been

Noon call to prayer: decreasing, but the

12:59:43 statisticsin Tehran can

Evening callto prayer: still be significant, he
1 added.
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coronavirus prevalence
are scheduled to be
examined in five days.
If they are declared
white, they are valid for
two weeks, and then it
isevaluated, he further
noted.

President Orders Surge in Production of Iranian

Test Kitsfor COVID-19

Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniissued an order to boost the production of
homegrown testkits for the diagnosis of the novel coronavirusin orderto pave the
way for their export.Inatelephone conversation on Friday, Rouhaniordered Vice
PresidentforScienceand Technology Sorena Sattarito employall domesticcapacities
and offer full supporttoscientificand research centers toincrease the production of

coronavirus diagnostictestkits.The presidentunderlined thatthehomegrown production should satisfy
thedomesticdemandsandallowfortheexportofthetestkitstothe countriesneedingthem.Lastmonth, Rouhani
highlighted Iran’ssuccessin dealingwith the novel coronavirus outbreak,sayingthe IslamicRepublichasbegun
toexportthehealth suppliesnecessary forthe fightagainst COVID-19 after meeting the domesticdemand.

Central Bank of Iran Updates Listof
Corona-Hit Businesses o

Sanders: US Facing "'Worst Momentin
American History'

Sen.Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) said the US may be facing its

Americanswith $2,000 per month to help
grapple with the exploding economic
fallout from the virus, which hasalready
led to skyrocketingbusiness closures and
unemployment claims, The Hill reported.

“worstmoment” since the Civil War as it scrambles to

curb the spread of the coronavirus, which has already

killed more than 77,000 people in the country.

Anti-Viral Drug Trio Found to Shorten
COVIDI19-1lIness in Mild Cases: Study

Researchersthen measured howlongit
took foraswab testforthevirusto turnout
negative.

They found that those taking all
three medicines were able to clear

Researchersin HongKonghave found thatpatientssuffering

milderillness caused by the new coronavirusrecovermore

quicklyiftheyaretreated withathree-drugantiviral cocktail

soonaftersymptomsappear.

“Weareinthe worstmomentin American
history maybe since the Civil War,”
Sanders said on MSNBC on Friday. “We
areinaterrible, terrible moment.
“People are hurting in a way that we
have never ever seeninour lifetimes,"
he continued. "And to top it all, we
have someone so irresponsible, sonot
understanding the currentreality as
presidentofthe United States thatitisjust
incredibly painful.”

Theremarks come as states across the
country figure out how and when to
reopen, with some opting for a more
aggressiveapproach and others keeping
their stringentsocial distancing orders
in place until they're able to reduce their
number of cases.

Sanders said the government should
prioritize guaranteeing that workers
receive their paychecks and providing

However, Democratsand Republicansin
Congressremainbitterly divided over the
contents of the next stimulus package,
and on whether such a packageis even
necessary; White House economicadviser
Larry Kudlow signaled Friday that formal
negotiations on the next coronavirus
stimulus package would be paused until
earlyJune.
“We'reinalotofconversationsrightnow.
We’ve kind of paused as far as formal
negotiations go,” Kudlow told reporters
atthe White House. “Let’shave alookat
whatthelatestround produces. Youneed
amonthorsotoevaluate that”

Sanders said heand Democrats on Capitol
Hill would continue fighting to provide
aid to American citizens and businesses,
slamming Kudlow’sremarks as “callous.”
“I—and I know many other senatorsand
members of the House — will fightlike
hell to make sure we actand actas soon
aspossible,because the American people
are hurting,” Sanders said.

Iranians more creative under

US sanctions: govt. spox

Inanote onthe occasion of US withdrawal from
JCPOA, Iranian Government Spokesman Ali Rabiei
announced thatUS sanctions have made the Iranian
nation more creative and the nation will eventually
defeatthe American embargoes."May 8 marks the
day President Trump pulled out from the JCPOA,
which was anillegal international move, seeking
aseparation between Iranian establishmentand
nation," he wrote."Sanctions are kind of indirect
murder, which increases the risks of common
people'slives,”" Rabiei underlined.He noted that
under the sanctions, Iran needs dynamicdiplomacy
to foil the accusations made by the US againstIran
on the way to negatively influence world public
opinion againstthe Islamic Republic."Two years

after the imposition of unprecedented sanctions
onlran, the Iranian governmentand people have
gone throughadifficultperiod.""The Iraniansociety
has become increasingly resilient and creative,
and the governmenthas worked hard to maintain
Iran'sindependenceinthe eyes of the international
community," he wrote, "Iran's government could
convertUS' face in the world from arightful state
toanirrational governmentthatrules the world
onlyrelyingonits politicaland economic power."He
addedthatevenunderthe sanctionand coronavirus
pandemic, Iran hasbeen successful to preserveits
economyresilientand managed to exportsomeanti-
coronavirus products to various world countries.
Rabiei underscored thatIran's fate will not be
similar to those countries which are alsounder the
USsanctionsand the [ranian nation will eventually
make sanctions kneel down.

Authors of the study, published in the
Lanceton Friday,described the findings as
"earlybutimportant”.

They called forlarger-scale research on
critically-ill patients to ascertainifthe
drugcombo could beaviable treatment
forthemtoo.

"Our trial demonstrates that early
treatmentof mild to moderate COVID-19
withatriple combination ofantiviral drugs
may rapidly suppress theamountofvirus
inapatient'sbody," said Kwok-Yung Yuen,
professoratthe University of Hong Kong,
wholedtheresearch, AFPreported.

He said the treatment, which appeared
safe in patients, was shown to "relieve
symptoms, and reduce therisk to health-
care workers by reducing the duration
and quantity of viral shedding (when
the virusis detectable and potentially
transmissible)".

Scientists are racing to identify effective
medicines to use against the new
coronavirus, but there is currently no
treatment, cure orvaccine.

The study tracked the virusin 127 adults
admitted to sixhospitalsin Hong Kongafter
theytested positive.

Of those participating, 86 patients
were given atwo-week course of three
medicines: interferon beta-1b, a drug
used to treat multiple sclerosis; HIV drugs
lopinavir-ritonavir; and ribavirin, used to
treathepatitis.

Arandomly-assigned control group of
41 people wasjustgiven the lopinavir-
ritonavir combination.
Treatmentbegan on average five days
after symptoms started and all patients
otherwise received standard care,
including oxygen therapy.

the coronavirus in seven days on
average (between five and 11 days) --
"significantly” shorter than the 12-day
average for the control group.

Those onthe three-drugregimenalso saw
acompletealleviation of their symptomsin
anaverage of four days, compared to eight
forthe control group.

The study was carried out between
February 10 and March 20 in Hong Kong,
where everyone who tests positive for
COVID-19is admitted to hospital.
Theauthors conceded several limitations
with the trial, including thatitwas "open
label” -- people knew which drugs they
were takingand there was no placebo.
Also, patients admitted more than seven
daysafter the onsetof symptomswere not
giveninterferonbecause of concernsthatit
could causeinflammation.

Ofthese, 34 were given the combination of
lopinavir-ritonavirand ribavirin, while 17
wereinthe control group.

Both of these groups took equally long
to clear the virus which, the authors
suggested, meantthatinterferonwaskeyto
the shorterillness for the patients treated
fromthe firstweek of symptoms.

"Future clinical study ofadouble antiviral
therapy with interferon beta-1b as a
backboneiswarranted," the study said.
Reacting to the study, Stephen Evans,
Professor of Pharmacoepidemiology
at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, said it "justifies the
consideration ofaddinginterferon beta
to thelistof genuinely, evidence-based,
promising treatments to be tested in
furtherrandomized trials.
"Ithasbeenclear fromlongexperience that
HIVisbesttreated with combinations of
differentdrugs and this could also be the
casewith COVID-19," headded.
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