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Petropars, NIDCsign MoUon

oil and gas projects

The Petropars Group and the National Iranian
Drilling Company have inked amemorandum of
understandingto cooperate inthe implementation
ofoiland gas projects.

According to Petropars, the MOU was signed by
Hamid Reza Masoudi, CEO of Petropars Group, and

JM/Q’

Seyed Abdullah Mousavi, CEO ofthe NIDC, Shana
reported on Tuesday.

ISFAHAN
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(J (J (J
Accordingly, the two sides stressed the need O l dl l What's News
to provide conditions for cooperation in the l pl.lces p as Supp y concerns
implementation of future petroleum projects. o o
Havingimplemented various projectsin the field of f l S t ks Iran,
oil, gasand petrochemicals, Petropars,anIranian I.e Sul. a'ce On l.l Slng L L S Oc Turkmenistan
explorationand production company, hasamassive agreetoreopen
capacity tousethe services of Iranian contractorsin road, railway
ordertostrengthen domestic companies. 0il prices reversed course to edge lower on borders within
The Natlo.nal IranianD rilling Company, onthe (.)tf'ler Wednesday asa higher than expectedrisein U.S. health protocols
hand, while enjoying 751and and offshore drilling . . S . L .

, 1 ) inventories refocused investors on the risk of Political negotiations
rigs, hasthelargestfleetof drillingmachineryand - SR l - betweenseniorforeign
equipmentthatcanprovide the drilling services SYEISTHRPY ARG CQroqawirus Sveranupin ministry officials of
required forIranian oil companies. fueldemand. Iranan d'¥urkmenistan
Il'all, Azel'baijall Eagel' tO were held via video

ic'Ti sy U West Texas conference.
BOOStE C(.)IIIOIIIIC Ties . ‘&”J/L?i Intermediate (WTI) Th ti
Presidential officials from Iran and the Republic of : de CLel fi € meeting was
Azerbaijan weighed plansto promote the economic ISI:AHAN (f:rﬁlz; ¢ u';ulr;s chaired by Ira.n's
tiesbetween the two neighborsregardless of the NEW s ellZ7cents,or 1%, deputy Foreign
novel coronavirus outbreak. to$24.29abarrelby Minister Abbas

. . NEWS 0436 GMT,snapping hi d hi

Inatelephone conversation on Tuesday, Chief o e Araqchi  an 1S
of Staffof the Iranian president Mahmoud Vaezi afive-day winning Turkmen counterpart,

and Hikmat Hajiev, head of the Foreign Policy
Affairs Department of Azerbaijan's Presidential

streak.Brent crude LCOc1
futures dipped 20 cents, or
0.7%,t0$30.77 abarrel, ending

according to Chris Midgley,

Hajiev Vafa, during
which the two sides

Administration, called for the continuation of ) i wouldbe choppy. Analysts also pointed to discussed the latest
economicexchangesbetween thetwoneighborsin asix-dayrise. “We're  talking about comments by U.S. shale GlobalDirectorofAnalyticsof situationinthe mutual
conformity with the health protocols, stressing that Oil slipped after a report ' iction ofsupplyand producer Diamondback S&PGlobalPlatts. political, economic,
thereisno obstacle to the enhancementof mutual showedUS.crudeinventories 1 byt we've gotalong Energy (FANG.0) saying Gasoline stocks in the U.S., and consulate
cooperation. rose 8.4 million barrels last waytogo,”said LachlanShaw, it would consider reviving theworld’sbiggestproducer cooperation as
Vaezicommended Azerbaijan foritstimely decision week, more than expected, o ol AustraliaBanK'shead drilling plans if WTI held andconsumerofoil,fellby 2.2 well as the regional
to convene an online summitofthe Non-Aligned according to data from ofcommodity strategy. above $30abarrelasasign millionbarrels, APIreported, and  international
Movement (NAM) Contact Group earlier this the. American_Petroleum SouthKorea’'sSKInnovation thatproducerswillnotwant compared with analysts’ developments.

week, adding, “The Republic of Azerbaijan, as the In.stltute'(API) lateonTue.sday. (096770.KS), the owner of  toshutinproductionforlong.  expectationsinaReuterspoll Stressing on  the
holder ofthe NAM presidency, notonly did not Oil prices had gained top refiner SK Energy, said  “When (prices) starttohold ~ fora43,000 barrelincrease, importanceofbilateral
allow the coronavirus outbreak to prevent the rec.ently as Eu.ropean and on Wednesday it expected ontothosegains,there’llbea andrefinerycruderunsrose. relationsbetweentwo
summitmeeting, butalso tookavaluable step in Asian countries end.ed second-quarter refining pointwhereproducersstart Traders will be looking friendly and adjacent
coordinatingcollectiveactionamongthe countries lockdownsaimedathalting margins to come under toreversethosewellshut-ins” for further confirmation of countries, the two
inthebattle with the disease by choosingtheissue the coronavirus spreadand pressurebecause ofaslump  Shawsaid. the inventory data when sides  underlined
of coronavirusasthe maintopicofthe conference.” a? pro;ilucgrs axzd suppLy infuel demandandaglutof Global inventories are still the Energy Information theneed to preserve
He also expressed hope that the stances and after the demand crunch. g, q productsduetothe expectedtoreachpotential Administration comes out joint  cooperation
solutions mooted in the NAM summitwould help But analysts cautioned the pandemic. storage limits by June, lateronWednesday. and take wurgent
the countries tojoin hands to overcome sucha rebalancing of the market measuresinorder to
global challenge and stand againstthe parties that 1 coronavirus, 88 countries have bannedits calendaryear. resolve obstaclesand
seekto takeadvantage ofthese problems. Iran scementhSton? ofits imports,and Kazakhstan was one of them. Abdolrez}e’l Sheikhan, head of Iran's Cement problems caused by
Thelranian official further expressedsatisfaction | | exportmarkets;official “Weare pursuing this matterand the Trade Employers Association, reports that this coronaviruscrisis.
with the growing trend in the cooperation and “Kazakhstanis amongthe mainbuyersof Promotion Organizationisalsotryingto showsa329% growth compared with the Iranto

relations between Tehran and Baku regardless of Iran's cementand after the importofthis resolve thisissue through consultation,”he previousyear. inaugurate

the coronavirusoutbreak, sayingIranhopesthatthe productwasbanned, our producerslostone added. "Our main export destinations over 11L.9bn energy
relations would continue to growwitharapid pace. oftheir target markets,” the head ofIran's  Mohammad Lahotisaid thatour cargosare the period were Iraq, Kuwait, China, projectsby

Forhis part, Hajiev conveyed Azeri PresidentIlham | |ExportConfederation Mohammad Lahoti exportedtoKazakhstanthroughtheborders Bangladesh,and India, the littoral states March 2021
Aliyev’s gratitude to Iranian President Hassan | | toldILNA. of Turkmenistan, and this countryhasmade of the Persian Gulf and Central Asian [ranian Energy
Rouhani for participation in the online summit of The Iranian official said in an exclusive theserestrictions more onthetransportof countries”. Minister Reza
the NAM Contact Group and for the topics of his interview with ILNA news agency that goods. Intotal, lastyear Iran produced 60.3 million Ardakanian
speechinthe conference, sayingitwouldstrengthen | | despiteacommitmenttothe World Trade Qver17.5milliontonsofclinkerandcement tonsof cementand 66 million tons of clinker, announced on
the Non-Aligned Movement. Organizationand after the outbreak ofthe were exported fromIraninthepastiranian showinga9%and 6.9%riseyearonyear. Tuesdaythatfollowing

The Republic of Azerbaijan attaches great

ascheme called “A-B-

signi.ficanC(.ato the pr.(.)moti(.)n ofcopperation \{vith Iransaves 3.4€lllll of industria.l parts were realized through manufacturingof partsatop agenda, Rahmani Iran”, the ministry is
Iraninall fields, Hajiev said, adding that Aliyev . . the conclusion of separate Memoranda of stressed. going to inaugurate
hasmadeitclearforall Azeriauthorities that the cul'l'encymdomestwpal'ts Understanding (MoUs) with other ministries With the studies made in the currentyear 500trillionrials (about
outbreak of the coronavirus should not obstruct manufacturinglastyear and organizationand alsoknowledge-based [started March21,2020],€3.2 billion worth $11.9 billion) worth

the growing trend in cooperation between Baku
and Tehran.

He expressed hope thatthe two neighbors would
strengthen economicand trade cooperation and

Islamic Republic of Iran saved over €3.4
billion worth of foreign currency in the field
of domestic manufacturing of partslastyear
[ended March20,2020].

companies forindigenizing some imported
partsand equipment.”

Following the sublime recommendations of
Leader ofthe [slamic Revolutioninrealizing

of foreign currency will be saved in domestic
manufacturing of parts, he said, adding, “once
projects defined by the ministry are putinto
operationby 2021, more than €10 billion

of energy projects
in several provinces
across the country
during the current

ex;hzilng(.as byhobservi.ng the .hea}itl;)proltoa.)l}j Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza object-ivles of ‘Booming Domestic Producti(l)n", vyorth offoreign cu?rencyyvill besavedinthe Iranian calendaryear
and sharing the experiencesin the battle wit Rahmanimade the remarks on Tue.and added, the Mlnlstry of Industry puche developm.g field ofmz?nufacturmg\:arlous typesofgoods (ends on March 20,
COVID-19. “the objectives of domestic manufacturing production and deepening domestic andpartsinthecountry: 2021).

He madetheremarks
NO 480 m Solution: NO 479 " News | in Markazi province
whereheinaugurated
. . six  hydroelectric
6 8 1 Butaneproductmncapamtyup%lOO projects on Tuesday
inSPphaseslS.17 through — video

conference.
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The Director of Refinery No.
7 of South Pars Gas Complex
said on Tue. that phases
17 and 18 of the Complex
increased butane
production capacity up by

Hassan Asa’adi told IRNA

Asa’adi went on to say

that propane production
increased by 71% in phases
17 and 18 lastyear [ended
March 20,2020].

Butane productionin phases
17 and 18 of South Pars
Complexhas doubledinthe
currentyear, he highlighted.

relevantfield.”

The projects were
inaugurated in the
third week of the
implementation of
a major program
called “ABIran” - the
acronyms A and
B stand for water,

thatthe mostdistinguished Phases 17 and 18 of electricityin Persian”,
and salient achievement South Pars Gas Field were in which 250 major
oftherefineryinlastyear inauguratedinthepastfew water and electricity
[ended March20,2020]was years, hesaid,adding, “these projects will be
the production of ethane, phaseshaveplayedaleading inaugurated across
propane,andbutane,aswell roleinincreasingproduction the country by March
as complete overhaul. and removinglimitationsin 20,2021.



had tested positive for
COVID-19and is currentlyin
quarantine, receivingcare.

A federal judge in Ohio
acquitted Asgari, a
materials science professor,
last November of stealing
tradesecretsinviolation of US
sanctionsonIran.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifin March urged
the United States to release Asgari, who was one of

said Abolfazl Mehrabadi, an Iranian diplomat who is deputy
director of Tehran’s interests section at the Pakistani Embassy in
Washington.

“We are working and cooperating with the immigration office to
deporthimassoonaspossible toIran,” Mehrabaditold Reuters.
Aspokesman for US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
declined to provide a specific timeline but confirmed that the
agency was expecting to carry out his removal from the country
when Asgari was medically cleared to travel.

Connecting flights that normally carry deportees to Iran have
been canceled and the agency is waiting for service toresume, the
spokesman said. He did not say how long this could take.

Iranian Prof. Acquitted of
Sanctions Bustingin US to Be
Released

The United Statesis expected torelease Iranian professor Sirous
Asgari,who was acquitted of stealing trade secrets, once he
receives medical clearance toleave,a US official said.
Asgarimightbe partofarare prisoner swap between [ranand the
United States.

The 59-year-old Asgari, who tested positive for the novel
coronavirus around 10 days ago,is under the medical care of US

ISFAHAN
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Iran,

Afghanistan

mullingover
death of Afghan

immigrants
Afghan Ministry

of Foreign Affairs
announced thatTehran
and Kabulagreedtoset
upajointcommission
taskforce on deaths of
Afghanimmigrantsin
‘Harirud’ [HariRiver].
Afghan Foreign
Ministryinastatement
onWed.added, “inthis
regard, Mohammad
Haroon Chakhansuri
Deputy Minister for
Political Affairs and
Acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs is
getting in touch with
Iranian ambassador
to Kabul and Afghan
envoy to Tehran and
also with Iranian
officials.”

Afghan Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
stated that Kabul
has requested
Tehran to launch a
joint investigation
commissionand adopt
necessary decision
after findings of the
investigation.

While welcoming
Iran’s move,
Afghanistan Foreign
Ministry has said that
itiswaitingforaformal
note tokick offajoint
investigation on the
issue.

Afewdaysago, Afghan
media outlets, as
quoted by several
immigrants rescued
from Hari River on
Iranian-Afghanborder,
claimedthatabout57
Afghan immigrants
havebeen detained by
Iranianborder guard
after entering Iran
illegally and then, were
forced tojumpintothe
river”

These people had
claimedthat23ofthem
have diedin the river
but Iranian Foreign
Ministry  rejected
the claim of Afghan
immigrants and
added thatno Afghan
immigrant has been
detained at Iranian
border and have not
been forced to jump
intotheriver.

Islamic ~ Republic
of Iran has hosted
millions of Afghan
refugees over the
pastfourdecadesand
theseimmigrantshave
been able to work in
Iran and enjoy all
benefits of living in
the country ncluding
going to schools and
universities.

immigration authorities and awaits a health clearance to travel,

Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said
that US President Donald Trump has now
realized his ‘big mistake’in withdrawing
from Iran nuclear deal, officially known
asthe]oint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA).

=

"OnMay8,2018,
under pressures
of extremists in
America, Israel,

N E w s and Saudi Arabia,

NEWS and for Trump’s
o opposition to
the ex-US president,
Americans adopted a
very stupid measure and
withdrew from the JCPOA.
They were thinking that
Iran would instantly
withdraw from the deal
and the case would
be referred to the UN
Security Council and all
achievements of the deal
would bejeopardizedina
nightbut Trump’s dream
didn’tcometrue,” Rouhani
said while addressinga
cabinet session on
Wednesday.

"Inthese two years [after

withdrawing from the

deal] America has not
been successful in any of

itsapproaches. They tried
to convince Europeans
to join them, tried to
formulate a new deal,
triedtohold ameetingin
the United Nations with

The ICE spokesman, who asked not to be named, said Asgari
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“T'rump made a big mistake”: President

several [ranian scientists taken hostage by the United States.

Trump in participation
butallin vain. Today, the
USisfeelingthatIran will
achieve success in the
coming monthsaccording
to the JCPOA and UNSC
Resolution 2231 and
Iran’s arms embargo will
belifted and Iran can buy
itsrequired weapons or
exportthem."

"It is some two months
that Americans have woke
up fromadeep sleep and
realized their big mistake
inpulling out ofthe deal...
Same Israel, Saudi Arabia
and American extremists
will tell Trump that they
have been wrong," he
added.

“If arms embargo is
extended, the response

will be the one that I
mentioned in letters
to 441 leaders where |
explained suchameasure
will have whatdangerous
consequences,”’ he
stressed.

Theremarks come asthe
US has started efforts to
extend arms embargo on
Iran which will end this
October. Washington
has announced that it
willuse allits toolsin the
United Nations Security
Council to achieveitsaim.
However,sucharesolution
isbelieved to be vetoed
by Russia and China.
As a second approach,
Washington will then try
toarguethatitisaJCPOA
participantsoastotrigger

the snapback mechanism
which will return UN
sanctions against Iran.
Thisiswhile US President
Doland Trump ceased his
country's participation
inthe JCPOAin May 2018
andre-imposed unilateral
sanctionsagainstlran.
“Iran will notacceptthe
violation of UN Security
Council Resolution 2231
because thelifting of the
arms embargo is Iran’s
inherentright,” Rouhani
highlighted.

“A wise approach for
America is to return to
the JCPOA, repent, and
compensate thelossesbut
thoserulingin the White
Housenowdon’thavesuch
awisdom.”

Iranontopof TAEA

[ L] [ [
inspectionslistin
2019: envoy

[ranian Permanent Representative to the
International Organizationsin Viennasaid
Iran stood on top ofthe inspectionlist of
the International Atomic Energy Agencyin
2019.

Kazem Gharibabadisaid Wednesday that
[ranisamongthe 62 countries thatare
implementingthe Additional Protocoland
the Comprehensive Safeguard Agreement,
butstill, JAEAhasnotreachedabroader
conclusion onundeclared materialsand
activities.

Theenvoythenreferredtothe [AEA's 2019
inspectionsreport, noting thatofthe total
466inspectionsamongmember states, 432

wererelated to Iran, whichis “equalto92%
oftotalinspectionsinits group,and 20% of
themintheworld.

Gharibabadiadded that 33 cases out of
thetotal 45 additional access cases froma
62-membergroupin 2019 wererelated to
[ran’sactivities.

“Thatis equalto 73% ofthe totalaccesses
inthisgroupand 24% totalintheworld,” he
added.

He referred to Iran’s full transparency
in its peaceful nuclear program and
thatasignificantvolume ofthe agency's
inspections are carried out under the
influence of Irannuclear dealknownasthe
JointComprehensive Planof Action (JCPOA).
He noted that the Islamic Republic
hasarange of options like establishing
cooperation, returning to safeguards
commitments, and revising these

commitments, provided the otherpartiesto
theJCPOA fulfill their commitments.

Plan of Action (JCPOA) to the Joint
Commission forresolution, triggering the
Dispute Resolution Mechanism.”

US President Donald Trump unilaterally
pulled Washington out of the JCPOA in
May2018andreimposed “toughestever”
sanctionsagainstthe [slamic Republicin
defiance ofglobal criticism.

Inresponseto the unilateral move, as well
as the European signatories’ failure to
safeguard Iran’seconomicinterestsin the
face of US sanctions, Tehran rowed back
onitsnuclear commitments step-by-step
in compliance with Articles 26 and 36 of
theJCPOA, butstressed thatitsretaliatory
measures will be reversible as soon as
Europe finds practical ways to shield the
mutualtrade fromthe USsanctions.

NEWS

Iran Rejects US Claim about
Mistreatmentof Afghans

Iran’s Foreign Ministry said the Islamic Republichas
“strongties” with Afghanistan, rejectingasa “bitterjoke”
USclaimsthatIranian guardswereinvolvedin thetragic
deathsofanumberof Afghanmigrantsneartheborder.
“Iranhasstrongties with Afghanistan &leadsthe wayto
help Afghanleadersforinclusive Gvt. Whathappened to
Afghannationalsin Heratistragic&unrelated tolran,but
USregime'sallegationagainstIranisa 'bitterjoke'. The
regimeisawar criminalin Afghanistan &state sponsor of
terrorismacrosstheworld,” the Iranian foreign ministry
saidinatweetlate on Tuesday.

The tweet came after US Acting Assistant Secretary for
South Asia Alice Wells earlier in the day described as
“horrifying” Iran’s “cruel treatmentand abuse of Afghan
migrantsallegedinthesereports.”

In a statement on Sunday, Iran’s Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousaviexpressed sympathy
withthefamiliesofthevictims,andsaid, “Thisincidenthas
occurred on Afghansoil, and the IslamicRepublicofIran’s
Border Policehasdenied thatanyhappeninginrelationto
thishastaken place onthesoil of our country”
Afghannewsmediahadreported thatabout 50 Afghan
migrants crossingintoIranillegallyhad beenbeatenand
throwninto ariver. Afghanistan's Foreign Ministry on
Saturdaysaidaninquiryhad beenlaunched.
[ranspendseightbilliondollars on Afghan migrantsevery
yearinvarioussectors.

Accordingtothelatestofficial figures, 951,142 Afghan
refugeesresideinIran.Inadditiontotherefugees, there
arearound 2.5 million Afghan nationalslivingin Iran,
inclusive of passportholdersand undocumented Afghans.
The UNrefugee agency has, on numerous occasions,
praised Iran for hosting Afghan refugees for more than
fourdecades.

Irankicks offexporting‘corona’
diagnostickits to Germany,
Turkey: envoy

Islamic RepublicofIranhas currently started exporting
coronavirus diagnostickits toanumber of countries
including Germanyand Turkey.

Iranian Ambassador to UK Hamid Baeedinejad in his
twitteraccount on Wed. wrote, “thanks toits talented
scientistsand experts, Islamic Republicof [ranhasnow
beenabletointroduceitselfamongthe countriesthathave
thetechnologyof‘COVID-19’ diagnostickit.”

Yesterday, Islamic Republic of Iran exported a
consignmentof40,000-coronadiagnostickitsto Germany
whichisenoughtotestfourmillion people, Baeedinejad
emphasized.

Inlinewithitshumanitarianaids, IslamicRepublicofIran
alsodonatedacargo containing 5,000 coronadiagnostic
kitsto Afghanistanandalso Lebanon.

[ranexports coronadiagnostickitsatthe condition that
the countryheavilyneededto thesekitsinthe beginning
of outbreak of COVID-19 in the country but with the
cooperation ofknowledge-based companies, not only
[ran’srequirementto thesekitshave been met, butalso
suitablewayshavebeen provided forthe countryinexport
ofthesekits, hestressed.

UN Urges World to Help Stop
US-Israeli Annexation Plan

UN Special Rapporteur Michael Lynk called on the international
community to help haltthe forthcomingIsraeliannexation of more

Palestinianland.

“The planwould crystallize a 21st-centuryapartheid, leavinginits
wake the demise of the Palestinian’s right to self-determination.
Legally, morally, politically, thisis entirely unacceptable,” Lynksaid,
the Middle EastMonitorreported on Wednesday.

TheUN official described therepercussions ofannexationascreating
“acascade ofbad humanrightsconsequences”andinsisted thatthe
international community cannolonger playitsacquiescentrole to

[sraeliviolations.

“Theloomingannexationisapoliticallitmustestfortheinternational
community. Thisannexation willnotbereversed throughrebukes,
norwillthe 53-year-old occupationdie of old age,”he warned.

WestBank.

The Israeliregime hasbeen sharply emboldened by US President
Donald Trump’spro-Israel polices, thelatestof whichisacontentious
plot unveiled in January with the aim of legitimizing Israel’s
occupationandre-drawingthe Middle Eastmap.

Trump’s self-proclaimed “deal of the century,” crafted to end the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, also calls forthe creation ofa Palestinian
state withlimited control overits ownsecurityand borders.

The scheme — drawn upin close cooperation with the Netanyahu
administration —bars Palestinianrefugees fromreturningto their
homeland while enshrines]erusalemal-Qudsas “Israel’'sundivided
capital”and allowstheregimetoannexsettlementsand the Jordan

Valley.

Recently, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud
Party submitted abill to the parliament (Knesset) that calls for the

imposition of Tel Aviv’s “sovereignty” over the Palestinian regions
oftheJordan Valley, thenorthern Dead Seaareaand the occupied

The US has
expresseditsreadinesstorecognize Israel'sannexation
ofthe occupied West Bankareas.
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° Iran
Rouhani ———
g Three IRGCforces
Iranian Prof. martyredin Iran’s
Acquitted of westernborders
Sanctions Busting
inUStoBe Three membersoflran’s
Released Islamic Revolutionary
6 Guards Corps were
Iransaves 3.4€mn martyred in an armed
. . clash with the anti-
currency indomestic revolution elementsinthe
parts manufacturing western Iranian border
regions.
laSty car o Accordingtoastatement

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

by the IRGC’s Hamze
Sayyid al-Shohada Base,
theeliteforce’sservicemen

04:39:48 clashed with the anti-
Noon call to prayer: revolution elements in
12:59:51 the western province of

Evening call to prayer:

20:08:09

WEATHER

High:28°c
Low:10°%c

Kordestan on Tuesday,
killing a number of the
hostile elements.
Theclashtookplacenear
the city of Divandarreh,
duringwhich three IRGC
servicemen, includinga
colonel, weremartyred.
The IRGCis tasked with
protecting the country’s
northwestern and
southeasternborders.

Iran Navy industries heart of country’s marine

military: Cmdr

Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi said on Wednesday
thatthe Defense Ministry's Marine Industries Organizationisactually the heart
ofthe country'smarine military industryand hasanimportantrolein the strategic

goalsofthe country.

Rear Admiral Khanzadiand Head of the Iranian Defense Ministry's Marine Industries

Organization Rear Admiral Amir Rastegariinspected the organization’s projectsin progressin Bandar

AbbasinsouthernIran.

Thanking the organization, Khanzadisaid that the Iranian Defense Ministry's Marine Industries

Organizationhasapivotal rolein the strategicgoals of Iran.

Oil prices dip as supply concerns resurface

Ayatollah Khamenei Urges Respect for
Rights of Laborers

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali

Khameneihighlighted the significance of protecting the

rights oflaborers, calling on Iranian employers to take

care of workers and their families.

Ontheoccasion of Laborers Weekand in
line with the slogan of the year - “A Surge
in Production”- Ayatollah Khamenei
held avideo conference with sevenactive
manufacturers from differentparts ofthe
country on Wednesday.

Inthevideo conference, managersand a
number of exemplarylaborers delivered
reports on the status of production and
abouttheirachievements, issues and
problems. Theyalso putforward solutions
and proposals for solving the existing
problemsandrealizing the slogan of the
year.

Ayatollah Khameneistressed the need for
protecting the natural rights oflaborers,
includingafairsalary, regular pay without
delays,andjobsecurity.

The Leader praised the employers who
have notlaid offany employee after the
outbreak ofthe coronavirus, describingit

asa“verygoodapproach.”

“Job security, the issue ofinsurance, the
issue of training, the issue of welfare
services, and the issue of health and
treatmentareamongtherights oflaborers
and partof duties of the employers,” the
Leaderunderlined.

Ayatollah Khamenei also called on
employers to make greater efforts to
satisfy the demands of laborers -such
as by taking care of their family needs
whenitcomestotheir children’saccessto
education orthe casesof marriage- noting
thatsuch attempts will strengthen the
bondsbetween employersandlaborers.
The Leaderholds meetings withlaborers
every year on the occasion of Laborers
Week, but this year the meeting was
held viavideoconferencing due to the
coronavirus outbreak.

FM spox:
Iranready to assistall nations in
need to contain COVID-19

Iranisready to supply other countries needing the
equipmentand devices necessary to fight the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, says the foreign
ministry spokesman.

“AsIranhasprogressedin flatteningthe COVID19 curve,
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif promised
tosupplyall countriesinneed with COVID19-related
devices and equipment,” Abbas Mousavi wrote on
his Twitter account on Wednesday, with the hashtag
#StrongerTogether.

“Asagesture of solidarity, Iran has sent medical items
to Afghanistan, Lebanon and Germany recently. Iran

willkeeplendingahelpinghandtonationsinneed,” he
added.

The Islamic Republichasreached such alevel of self-
sufficiency in producing the devices thatit can now
exportthemtomostcountriesacross the world.
Anlranian consignmentcomprising40,000 coronavirus
testkits was dispatched from Tehran to Germany on
Tuesday morning. The country has sentits coronavirus
testkits to various countries by the present time.
Another consignmentincluding 15 ventilators, 5,000
testkits, 6,000 face mask, 2,000 medical gloves, and
othermedical equipment was delivered to Lebanon on
Monday.The novel virus that can cause a potentially fatal
respiratoryinfection called COVID-19 haskilled more
than 258,000 people worldwide, including 6,300-plus
inlran.Itfirstemerged in the central Chinese city of
Wuhanlatelastyear.

onrising U.S. stocks

The fastingmonth of Ramadanis atime for reflection,

prayerand socializing for American Muslims, however,

thisyear’s ceremonies are not similar to those in past

years.

There are some 3.45 million Muslims
living in the United States. Each year, as
the blessed month arrives, most ofthem
follow theirreligious dutiesin keeping fast
duringdaylighthours. Muslim Americans
observe Ramadaninmuchthe same wayas
Muslims in other countries do.

There are two main meals every day
during Ramadan, one before dawn called
‘Suhoor’ and one after sunset called ‘Iftar’.
Asatradition, these mealsarebeingserved
in group gatherings with friends and
families.

Muslims are also required to abstain
from sexual intercourse when fasting
and are encouraged to offer assistance to
thoseinneed. In practice, Muslimsread
more Quranand pray more in this month
compared to 11 other monthsoftheyear
According to a survey published in
2017 by the Pew Research Center, 80%
of American Muslims observe the holy
month by fasting. Inthat80%, thereislittle
distinction between Muslims who were
bornoverseasorinthe United States, black
orwhite, men orwomen.

As a tradition, mosques and Islamic
centersacross the USusuallyare packed
with worshipers during the month of
Ramadan, butthisis notthe case thisyear
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The USis
the hardesthitby the virus with over 1.2
millioninfectionsand some 70,000 deaths.
You could see mosques every night filled
with prayersand socializing in the past
years, howeverasthe mosquesare closed
now, Muslims have to follow their prayers
and reflection in the solitude of their
homes.

Helpingthose affected by the outbreak

What American Muslims do during this
unique Ramadan?

A

This Ramadanislike no other for all the
Muslims around the globe, including
those in the US. They cannot perform
night prayers in mosques, hold iftar
banquets with friends and families, and
hold congregational prayers.
Fastingisanopportunity to experience
the deprivation thatthe underprivileged
and those affected by the COVID-19
economic consequences may endure
every day. Novelist Laila Lalami suggests
offeringmoreto charities given the current
conditions. “This year,  have donated
more to food pantries, which have been
overwhelmed with demand since schools
and businesses were shuttered,” she
wrote in an Op-Ed for the Los Angeles
Timeson April 28. “With unemployment
reachinglevels notseensince the Great
Depression, food pantries will continue to
need donationsin the monthsahead.”
AsurgeinIslamophobia

Seeing the COVID-19 as a great
opportunity, far-right groups, in the
Westand other regions such as India,
are taking advantage of it to pursue
their hatemongering against Islam.
Muslims’ prayers and ceremonies are
basically social and this has been used
by the extremist groups as a pretext
for attacking Muslims. They have even
clinchedto posting fake videos of Muslims
who say prayers in the streets to provoke
Islamophobia.

Photo: A Muslim family in Illinois,
participate in the evening prayer as
the Iftar waits on the dining room table
(Gulftoday, May 03)
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