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30 ships carryingbasicgoods take
berthat Bandar Imam Khomeini

A number of 30 ships, carrying basic goods and
commodities, took berth at Bandar Imam Khomeini
(RA)inthefirstmonth ofthe currentyear [from March
21toApril19].

The Director General of Khuzestan province’s Ports
and Maritime Department General Adel Daris made the
remarkson Sat.and added, “in orderto accelerate the
processofmeetingdemandsofcountrytobasicgoodsand
regulate market for high-consumption products during
theholymonth ofRamadan, 1,423,405 tons ofbasicgoods
wereloadedingoodsstoragesand then weredistributed
todifferentpartsofthe countryviarailand roadfleets.”
He furthernoted that30 ships, carryingbasicgoodsand
commodities, tookberthin Bandar Imam Khomeini (RA)
fromMarch21toApril 19,adding, “over 1,749,000 tons of
differenttypesofgoodsincludinglivestockraw materials
havebeenunloadedintheport.”

Over 1,791,000 tons of different types of non-oil goods
were unloaded in Bandar Imam Khomeini Special
EconomicZonein the first month ofthe current year
[fromMarch21toApril19],showinga 15 percentgrowth
ascompared tothe same period oflastyear, thedirector
generaladded.

32% Rise in Iran's Cement,
Clinker Exports

More than 17.5 million tons of cement and clinker
were exported from Iranin thelastfiscal year (March
2019-20), registeringa 32% growth compared withthe
previousyear,accordingtothehead of CementEmployers
Association.

“Cementaccounted for 6.7 million tons and clinker
for 10.8 million tons of the total sum. Our main export
destinations overthe period were Iraq, Kuwait, China,
Bangladesh, India, thelittoral states of Persian Gulfand
Central Asian countries,” Abdolreza Sheikhan wasalso
quotedassayingbyMizan Online.

Clinkeris a solid material produced in the process of
manufacturing Portland cementas anintermediary
product. Itoccurs aslumpsornodules, usually 3-25
millimetersindiameter.Itisproducedby sintering (fusing
together withoutmelting to the pointofliquefaction)
limestone and aluminosilicate materials such as clay
duringthe cementkilnstage.

Portland cement clinker is made by heating a
homogeneous mixture of raw materialsinarotarykiln
athightemperature. Portland cement clinkeris ground
toafine powderandusedasabinderin many cement
products.Alittlegypsumissometimesadded.Itmayalso
be combined with otheractiveingredients or chemical
admixturestoproduce othertypesofcement.
Atotal of 60.3 million tons of cementand 66 million tons
ofclinkerwere producedinIranlastyear, showinga9%
and 6.9%rise compared with the yearbefore, the official
noted.

Accordingto Sheikhan, Iranis the world’s sixth biggest
exporterofcement chain products, IRNAreported.
“Iran'scementproduction capacity standsat87.5 million
tonsperyear;” hesaid.

AccordingtoJafar Sargeini, former deputy industries
minister, [ranaims to increase its cementproduction
capacityto 100 million tonsby 2021 and to 120 million
tonsby2025.

[ranwasranked seventhbiggestproducerofcementinthe
worldin2019,withaproduction of 60 million tons. The
countrywas previously theworld’seighth biggestcement
producerwith 58 milliontons,as Turkeywasthe seventh
biggestproducerwith 72.5milliontons.

However, as Turkey decreased its productionin 2019,
Irantookthe seventh place, Iranian Minesand Mining
Industries Developmentand Renovation Organization
cited the United States Geological Survey asreporting.
According to the report, global cement production
increased from+4.05billiontonsin2018to4.1billiontons
in2019.
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Iran Auto Output Down %32.5

[ran’sautomotive outputdeclined by %32.5 during

themonth ending on April 17 comparedtoayear

earlier.

According to a
report published
by Iran’s Securities
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automakers, Iran Khodro
(IKCO) and SAIPA, produced
22,998 passenger vehicles
during the month, which is
11,110lessthantheiroutputa
yearearlier.

Besides passenger vehicles,
IKCOmanufacturescommercial
vehicles, including vans,
pickups, trucks and buses.
However, during the period
under review, IKCO halted the
production lines of several
modelsofcommercialvehicles.
[KCOdidnotreleasedataonthe
productionrate of commercial
vehiclesandbuses.

SAIPA, IKCO’s competitor,
produced 7,304 vehiclesinthe
month, markingasignificant
declineof 60.5% year-on-year,
whichamountsto 11,141 fewer
cars.
Month-on-monthcomparisons,
however, show that the
production rate in both
companieshasdeclined.
Compared to the figures
provided for the first month
of the current year, IKCO’s
production rate was 56.3%
higherinthelastmonth ofthe
lastfiscal year (ended March
19, 2020), reaching 35,953
passengervehicles.
SAIPA'soutputreached 23,696
vehicles,69.1%higherthanthe
lateststats.

Previously, the Industries
Ministry regularly published
car production data. However,
following consecutive declines,
the ministry stoppedreleasing
suchdata.

The currentdataare extracted
from financial statements
submitted by automakers to
thedomesticstockexchange.
Mismanagement and
corruption, plusthe pressure of
USsanctions, now coupled with
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the COVID-19 outbreak have
derailed Iran’sautoindustries.
SAIPAandIKCOhavegrappled
with numerous scandals over
the pastfewmonths,including
thearrestofseveral managers
of the two companies on
charges ofimplementing an
unauthorized price hike and
committingfraud.

Industry insiders and local
mediahave speculated thatthe
two companiesareontheverge
of bankruptcy and, as usual,
need the governmentto help
bailthemouttosavethousands
ofjobsatriskin the chronically
dysfunctional automotive
companies.
CoronavirusImpact

The coronavirus has been
reportedly spreadinginIran
since February, which has
economically affected all
businesses.

Firstreportedin China’sWuhan
ProvinceinDecember2019,the
coronavirushassofarinfected
3,401,318 people worldwide,
claiming thelives 0f239,614.
The number of recovered
caseshasreached 1,081,705,
accordingtoReutersreporting

onSaturday.
From an international
viewpoint, giant auto

production companies have
released hard numbers
showing a deep decline in
automotive salesin the first
quarter of 2020, as analysts
expected.

Since February, stay-at-home
ordersand shutdowns swept
over the world in response
to the coronavirus outbreak
and BMW, Audi, Chrysler
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Automobiles, Ford, General
Motors, Genesis, Honda,
Hundai, Kia, Lexus, Mazda,
Mitsubishiand Nissanare only
anumber of companies that
reporteda 15-40% declinein
salesduringthe Q1 compared
totheyear-agoperiod.

Asthe coronavirus outbreak
continuestospreadacrossthe
world, automakersare taking
extrememeasuressuchasplant
closures.Thesituationremains
fluid, as more European
companies suspended work
and USautomakers extended
shutdown periods. Therefore,
their salesrateisexpected to
decline furtherin view of the
unspecified end to the virus
lockdown.

In Iran, the virus has so far
claimedthelivesof6,091 people
outofatotal of95,646infected
people.

According to Iran’s Health
Ministry, 76,318 patients
haveso farrecovered fromthe
disease.

Only time will reveal how the
already sanctionedand broken
auto industry in Iran will
handle the crisis,asithasnot
announcedanyworkshutdown.
PoorPerformance

Despite an automotive
background of nearly six
decadesandafour-decade-long
history of auto management
since the 1979 victory of the
[slamic Revolution, the sector
has remained under state
control and failed to stand on
itsown feet.

Although the Industries
Ministry has imposed hefty
tariffs on car imports and

domestic automakers
charge exorbitant prices for
their substandard products
from presales, Iran’s highly
monopolizedautomotivesector
ischronicallybankrupt.
Buckling under the burden
of US sanctions, Iran’s
auto production has been
plummetingsinceJune2018.
Dataissued by the Industries
Ministryindicatethatthe slump
continuedinthesecond month
ofthelastfiscal year (ended
May 21, 2019). Since then,
analystsareinthedark,asthe
ministrystoppedreleasingauto
productiondata.

Recently, Mohammad Reza
Najafimanesh, a member
of Tehran’s Chamber of
Commerce, told reporters
thatIranianautomakers will
miss output goals they had
setforthe currentfiscal year
(started March 20), amid the
coronavirus pandemicand US
sanctions.

Najafimanesh said IKCO and
SAIPA’s debt to part makers
reaches 71.5 trillion rials
($441.3million). Headded that
the country’sauto sector will
onlysurvive, ifthe government

extendshelp.
Local news outlets have
mentioned contradictory

figures as car manufacturing
companies’ debttopartmakers.
As long as the Iranian
automotive sector lacks
an efficient strategy and
accountability, itwill remain
dependenton thekindness of
state officials and continue to
earn the wrath of the general
public.

Fiveminerals hitproductiongrowth

lastyear

Production volume of
five selected minerals

registered a hike in the
lastIranian calendar year
[ended March 20,2020] as

compared to thelastyear’s
corresponding period.

Productionvolume ofthree
selected minerals decreased

lastyear [ended Marc. 20,
2020] ascompared toayear

earlier while production
volume of nine minerals
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increased in this period.
Accordingly, aluminum
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ingot, alumina and coal
concentrate recorded
a7.7,2.3and 7.9 percent
decline respectively from
March 21,2019 to March 20,
2020, as compared to the
same period of lastyear.In
the meantime, production
of glassware, cement,
chinaware, cup glass and
crude steel hita14.3,11.2,
9.9, 7 and 6.3 percent
growth respectively as
comparedtothelastyear’s
corresponding period.
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70% Decline
in Mehrabad
Int’l Airport
Passenger
Traffic

T ehran’s Mehrabad
International Airport
transported 291,739
passengers during
the first month of
the current Iranian
year (March 20-April
19) toregistera70%
decline compared
with last year’s
similar month,
according to the
airport’s managing

director.
Ebrahim Moradi
added that the

number of takeoffs
and landings at the
airportstoodat 3,455,
down by more than
65% year-on-year,
IRNAreported.

Iran Airtour had
the highest share
in terms of number
of passengers
transported. The
airline transported
81,977 passengers
during the month
underreview.
Meanwhile, IranAir
operated the highest
number of flights
with 690, Ministry
of Roads and Urban
Development's news
servicereported.
Mehrabad is the
busiestairportinIran.
Theairportrecently
reopenedits Terminal
1thathadbeenclosed
since March 18 due to
the decreasein flights
as a result of the
outbreak of the new
coronavirus.
Accordingly, the
airlines of Kish Air,
Zagros and Varesh
resume operating
flights in Terminal 1
ofthe international
airporthenceforth.
Mehrabad has four
terminals.

Until 2007 and before
the construction
of Tehran’s larger
new airport
(Imam Khomeini
International
Airport), Mehrabad
was Tehran's prime
airport  handling
both international
and domestic traffic.
But after 2007,
international flights
were transferred to
IKIA.

All  International
flightsin Tehran are
currently served
by Imam Khomeini
International Airport
and all domestic
flights are served by
Mehrabad.



terror;’ the Iranian ambassadoradded.
Masjedi further condemneda “brutal” Daesh attack thatresulted in

hisarrivalin the Iraqi capital at
theinvitation of the Baghdad

Envoy Refutes US

y4 Allegation of Iranian the martyrdom ofanumber of Hashd al-Shaabi (PMU) forcesinIrag, -~ government, _
| S o and expressed sympathy with the Iraqi people and government. The attack also claimed
THAN Meddllllg m Il'aq Atleastten members of Hashd al-Shaabi forces werekilledinthe  the lives of Abu Mahdi al-
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US’double-
standard game
withJCPOA
notjustifiable

by any criterion
Iran’s ambassador
to France Bahram
Qassemistressed that
the US’ roguish and
double-standard game
withthe JCPOAisnot
justifiable by anylogic
and criterion.
Referring to US’
attemptsforusingthe
2015nucleardealand
UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 to
extend Iran’ arms
embargo, Qassemi
wrote on his official
Twitter account, “By
withdrawing fromthe
Joint Comprehensive
PlanofAction (JCPOA),
the United Statesboth
violated its JCPOA
obligations and the
UN Security Council
Resolution 2231
and moved toward
undermining  the
UN and even other
partners to the Iran
nuclear deal. It is
not acceptable for a
countrytobothbreach
itscommitmentsand
seek fabricated and
selectiveinterestsina
deal by withdrawing
fromit”.

Badrofficial
warnsabout
US, Saudinew
planto transfer
ISILterrorists

into Iraq

A senior member
of Iraq’s Badr
Organization - the
biggest constituent
of the Popular
Mobilization Units -
warned about the
new moves by the
US and Saudi Arabia
toreactivate the ISIL
terroristsinlraq.
Mohammad Mahdi
al-Bayati said
Washington and
Riyadh “arefacilitating
the ISIL terrorists’
returntolraqg.
“Therecentterrorist
attacks against the
Hashd al-Sha’abiand
the security forces
werecarried outunder
thesameplanbytheUS
and SaudiArabia.”
“The US-Saudi moves
are similar to their
support to the ISIL
terroristsin 2014, and
thereisthe possibility
of repetition of
terrorist attacks in
Salahuddin and al-
Anbar provinces,” he
added.

Iran’s ambassador to Baghdad dismissed the allegation made by
asenior US diplomat that the Islamic Republicis meddlingin the
internal affairs of [raq.“.. [raqisan independent country and does
notneed interference fromanyone,” [ran’s Ambassadorto Iraq Iraj
Masjedisaidinatweet.He wasreactingto US Assistant State Secretary
of Near Eastern Affairs David Schenker who hasaccused Iran of
interferencein the domesticaffairs of Iraq.“Instead oftelling suchies,
theUShadbetterendits policiesthatarebased on threat, sanctionand

attack carried out by the Daesh terror group in the Arab country’s
Salahuddin province.Daesh hasintensified its attacks in [raqamid
Baghdad’s call on the US to pull outits forces from the Arab country.
Inavote onJanuary 5, the [raqi parliament called for an end to the
presence of all foreign troops, including Americans.

The vote came two days after the US military - acting on US President
Donald Trump’s order - launched afatal drone strike on senior Iranian
anti-terror commander Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimaniupon

people.

Global Shiftin Favor of China, East Asiato
Intensify: US Author

An American political analystand author
said the global shift of power will clearly
continue to move eastwards unless
Western powers take extreme actions.

“The global shiftin
favor of China and
East Asia clearly
willintensifyunless
Westernleaderstake
thekinds ofextreme
actionsdescribed
in my previous answer. And
eveninthatcase, the West’s
recklessand panicky effortsto
contain Chinawilllikelyfail," Dr.
Kevin Barrett from Madison,
Wisconsin, told Tasnim.
Tasnim: The post-COVID19
racecould determine whether
the USreboundsinamanner
thatallows it to retain what
itselfcallsthe mantle of global
leadership. Therearereports
that Beijing could leverage
its first-mover advantage -
alongside a faster economic
recoveryacross Asianmarkets
-acceleratingthe trend toward
aChinese-centricglobalization.
Whatdoyouthink?

Barrett: The coronavirus crisis
represents anintensification
oftheaccelerating US-China
conflict. As I have written
elsewhere (here) I think
COVID-19 was most likely
createdinalabandreleased
deliberately aspartofan effort
by the rulingWesternbanking
elite todisruptthe prevailing
historical trajectory, whose
mostsalientfeatureis China’s
inexorable rise toward #1
world power status. Ifthisis
the case, and if the Western
planners intentionally
provoked the global crisis
(rather than expecting
COVID-19 to be contained in
the target countries as with
SARS, bird flu, pigflu,and other
presumed USbiologicalattacks
on China), then we canexpect
the Westto emerge from the
crisis ona hypermilitarized
footing targeting China. The
US Administration will
demand trillions of dollars of
reparations from China, and
likely seize China’s treasuries
and otherinvestmentsinthe
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Extension of Arms Ban

on Iran Coup de Grace
for JCPOA. Shamkhani

Warns

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council
warned that disregard for the UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 and anillegal extension of an arms
embargo on Iran would be the final blow to the 2015
nuclear deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Action (JCPOA).

Inaposton his Twitter account, Ali Shamkhani decried
the US government’s plan for making the UN maintain an
arms embargo on Tehran, saying, “The enervated body of
the JCPOA will die foreverifthe (UNSC) Resolution 2231
isbypassed and the arms embargo on Iranisillegally

US.Itwill engageinreckless
provocationsinthe South China
Sea, Hong Kong, and perhaps
Taiwan. Itwilllock down its
own people permanently in
an Orwellian gulag state
whose excuse will be the
crisis and wartime or near-
wartime state of emergency.
[tmaylaunch morebiological
attacks, possibly including
far more lethal pathogens
than COVID-19. (Bill Gates
is already calling COVID-19
“Pandemic 1” and predicting
that Pandemic 2 willbe much
worse.) Essentially the US-led
Westwilltry to fight World War
[lIwhileitstillhasanadvantage
inmilitaryhardware.

So China’s first-mover
advantage in terms of its
and the East Asian region’s
economicrecoveryislikely to
occurinanincreasingly hostile
environment. This will be the
caseno matter who wins the
US presidential election in
November,andindeed whether
ornottheelection even takes
place.

Tasnim: The IMFhas projected
aUSeconomicdeclineofabout
6%1in2020and a contraction
ofthe eurozone of 7.5%. That
comparestoprojected Chinese
economic growth for 2020 of
1.2% afterafirst-quarterreal
decline of 6.7% - farless than
the 10%-plusdipmanyexperts
hadexpected. The only group of
countriesintheworld projected
tobein positive territory are
EastAsian, atroughly 1%. This
hasraised concernswithinthe

USandEurope. Recently, French
President Emanuel Macron
argued thatthe comingmonths
could determine whetherthe
European Union collapsesasa
politicaland economicproject.
Do you believe that their
steeper economicdecline and
slowerrecovery could lay the
seeds foralong-lasting shift of
global tectonic plates to East
Asiannations’advantage?
Barrett: The global shift in
favor of China and East Asia
clearly will intensify unless
Westernleaderstakethekinds
ofextremeactionsldescribedin
my previousanswer. And even
inthatcase, the West'sreckless
and panicky efforts to contain
Chinawilllikelyfail. Soldothink
it'slikelythatfuture historians
willlookbackonthe COVID-19
crisisasthe momentthe West
lostitsgripontheworld.
Tasnim: There is a potential
scenario raised by Deloitte
and Salesforcereferred toas
“Sunriseinthe East.” Theywrite,
“The global center of power
shifts decisively eastas China
and other East Asian nations
take the reigns as primary
powers ontheworld stageand
lead global coordination of
the health system and other
multilateral institutions.”
What factors do you think
could contribute to this shift of
power?

Barrett: Several factors are
driving China’s increasing
role in global institutions.
Thefirst, of course, is China’s
economicsuccess,whichinmy

extended.”
Healsolashed outatthe White House for using the “virus
ofsanctions” asaninstrumentto prop up the “waning US
hegemony”.
The senior Iranian official called on the European
parties to make up their mind, saying, “Which side is
Europe taking? ‘Savingitsreputation and strengthening
multilateralism’ or ‘giving in to humiliation once again
and helping unilateralism’?”
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has said he is
preparing alegal argument that Washington would
remain aparticipantin the JCPOA -already renounced
by the US president- as partofan intricate strategy to
pressure the UN Security Council to extend an arms
embargo on Tehran.
According to Pompeo’s plan, bound to be opposed by
many of Washington’s Europeanallies, the USwould, in

viewislargely duetoits 80%
publicly owned and operated
banking system. Western-
style private usury banking
has created a parasitical
financial sectorthatcontributes
nothingto thereal economy
while drainingroughly one-
third of value from actual
producers and consumers.
Another factor is China’s
preference for economic
cooperation over military
confrontation. This contrasts
starkly with American
arrogance and belligerence.
The neoconservatives have
beenrulingthe USsince their
September 11, 2001, coup
d’etat,and their Machiavellian
mottois “itisbettertobe feared
thanloved.” Butinfact,the USis
widelyresented and despised
due to its ongoing mass
murders in Middle Eastern
wars,and is discovering that
beinghated by theworldisnota
recipeforlong-termsuccess—a
lesson the Israelis will also
eventuallylearnthe hard way.
AlongsideWesternbelligerence
versus Chinesereasonableness,
thereisalsotheissue ofrelative
competence.Many ofthe West's
international ventures, most
notablyits military campaigns,
have been carried out with
extreme incompetence. The
Western and especially the
US response to COVID-19,
as opposed to the more
effective Chinese response,
hashighlighted this perceived
difference incompetence in
favorof China.

Muhandis, the second-in-
command of the PMU, and
eightotherIranian and Iraqi

Washington has
sanctions should US troops be expelled
instead of heeding the Iraqi parliament’s call to end the
occupation ofthe country.

threatened
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Germany unable to withstand US

pressures: MP

Anlranianlawmaker saysthat Germanyisaweak country
regarding politics and cannot stand against the United
States’pressures.

“Although Germanyisthe mostpowerful countryinthe EU
regardingthe economy,asfaras politicsis concerned, itis
aweak countrythatcannotstand against US pressures,”
Alaeddin Boroujerdi,amember of Parliament National
Securityand Foreign Policy Committee, told [RNA on Sunday.
Theremarks come as Berlin has recently designated
Lebanon’s Hezbollahasaterroristorganization, banning
allofitsactivitiesinthe countryand orderingraids onsites
policesayarelinkedtothegroup.

“Itisagreatsurprise that Germany, with its positionin
Europe,isnotstillawarethatHezbollahis partofLebanon’s
sovereignty and is presentin the country’s government
and parliament,” hesaid, noting thatthe Berlin decisionis
like others designating partofthe German governmentas
aterroristentity.

Thisisaviolation of Lebanon’s sovereignty, said the MP,
adding, “thisisby no meansacceptableand the German
governmentshouldapologize the Lebanese peopleand
governmentforthisoffense.”

Thisdesignation, he continued, hasnoeffecton Hezbollah's
activitybutwill destroy Germany’sfaceinthe publicopinion
ofLebanonandthelslamicUmmah.
Boroujerdialsohoped that Berlinwould soonreconsider
itsdecision.

Iran Calls Off Quds Day Rallies,
Formulates Substitute Programs

Countrywide demonstrations marking this year’s
International Quds (Jerusalem) Daywillbe cancelledinIran
duetothe coronavirus outbreak, anofficial said, notingthat
theeventisgoingtobe commemorated withothermethods.
Speakingata press conference on Sunday, head of the
Intifada (Uprising) and Quds CenteratIran’s Islamic
Propagation Coordination Council, General Ramezan
Sharif, said thisyear’s Quds Day rallieswon’tbe held since
the situationis notnormalin the wake of the outbreak of
COVID-19.

Asmany religious sites have been closed and religious
ceremonies have been shelved, the Quds Dayrallies will
notbeheldthisyear, hesaid, adding thataseries of other
programswillsubstitute therallies.

Thegeneralalsonoted that Leader ofthe IslamicRevolution
AyatollahSeyed AliKhameneiisgoingtodeliveraspeechon
thelnternational QudsDay (May 22),and thatthe organizers
oftheeventwillalsotakeadvantage ofthemediaandreceive
messages fromanti-Israeliresistance officials.

Hesaid Ismail Haniyeh, the chief of the political bureau of
Islamicresistance movement Hamas, or another major
figure of resistance will possibly take partinthe Quds Day
commemorationsin Tehranasaguest.

TheInternational Quds Dayisanannual eventduringwhich
demonstratorsexpresstheirsolidarity with the Palestinian
peopleand opposition tothe occupation ofthe Palestinian
territoriesbythe Zionistregime of Israel.
Thedayisseenasthelegacy ofthelate founderoftheIslamic
RepublicofIran, ImamKhomeini,whoofficially declared the
lastFriday ofthe holy month ofRamadanas International
QudsDaybackin1979.

essence,
claim it legally remains a

“participant state” in the nuclear accord only for the
purposes ofinvoking a “snapback” thatwould restore
the UN sanctions on Iran thatwere in place before the
nucleardeal.




Mosquesto Reopenin 132 Citiesin Iran

Mosquesin 132 Iranian citiesinareas categorized as ‘white zones’ (coronavirus-
freeregions) will reopen as of Monday, President Hassan Rouhani said.
Addressingameeting of the Coronavirus Fight National Headquarters on
Sunday, Rouhani praised the people of Iran for observing the health protocols
and cooperating with the governmentin the battle with COVID-19.Pointing toa
countrywide initiative that categorizes various regions as white, yellow and red
zonesaccordingto thelevel of the threat posed by the coronavirus, the presidentsaid

20000 Rials

mosquesin 132 cities with white or “low-risk” situation will reopen tomorrow.Rouhani
alsonoted that more than 78 million people have been screened for the novel coronavirusin

onday ,May 4, 2020, No. 491

the firststage ofanationwide scheme, and that the second stage will include screening of 30 million in
amore meticulous process.
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Iran’s Supreme
Leader outstanding
diplomat,
extraordinary

EastAsiato strategist: Mousavi
Intensﬂ:y: US Leader of the
Author [slamic Revolution
. . . Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
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and extraordinary
strategists,and the world
acknowledges this. The
Supreme Leader is well
aware oftherelations, the
strengthsand weaknesses
and makes the decisions
based on them,” Iran’s
Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Seyyed Abbas
Mousavisaid.

North and South Korea exchange gunfire across

border at guard post

North and South Korea exchanged gunfire around the

South’s guard postearly on Sunday, raising tension a day

after North Koreanleader KimJong Un ended an almost

three-week absence from publiclife with state media

showinghim visitinga factory.

Multiple gunshots were fired from North
Koreaat7:41a.m.local time towards a guard
postin South Koreathatborders the North,
the South’sjoint chiefs of staffs said in a
statement.

South Korearesponded by firing two shots
towards North Korea, no injuries were
reported.

After weeks of intense speculation about
Kim’shealthand whereabouts, the country’s
official media published photographsand a
reporton Saturday that Kim had attended the
completion ofafertiliser plant, the firstreport
ofhisappearance since April 11.

Kim was seen in photographs smiling
and talking to aides at the ribbon-cutting
ceremony and touring the plant. The
authenticity of the photos, published on
the website of the official Rodong Sinmun

newspaper, could notbe verified.

The exchange of gunshots was the latest
confrontation between the rival Koreas that
technicallyremain atwar.

Choi Kang, vice president of the Asian
Institute for Policy Studies, says the timing of
the ‘greyarea’ provocation shows Kimisstill
in charge ofthe North Korean military.
“Yesterday, Kim was trying to show he is
perfectly healthy,and today, Kimis trying to
mute all kinds of speculation thathe may not
have full control over the military,” Choi said.
“Rather than going all the way by firing
missiles and supervisinga missile launch,
Kim could be remindingus, ‘yes I'm healthy
and 'mstillin power’”

Ewha University international affairs
professor Leif-Eric Easley in Seoul said the
shootingincidentcouldbeaimedatboosting
moraleinthe North Korean military.

“The Kim regime may be looking to raise
morale ofits frontline troops and to regain
any negotiating leverage lost during the
rumor-filled weeks of theleader’s absence,”
said Easley.

“South Koreaand the United States should not
take lightly such North Korean violations of
existingmilitary agreements.”

Asia

Uzbekistan.

currentsituation.

Afghanistan new transitroute
for Iranian goods to Central

Iran's commercial attache to Afghanistan said on
Saturday thatunder the currentsituation, Afghanistan
canbeanewroute for the transit of Iranian goods to
Central Asian countries, especially Tajikistan and

Mohammad Mahdi Javanmard Qassab told on Saturday
thatusing of Afghanistan's capacity to transitgoods to
Uzbekand Tajik marketsand Iran'saccess to the two
countries' marketsis of special significance under the

"Since Afghanistan is a member of the Carne Tir
Convention, Iranian companies can make good use
ofthe capacity of Afghan transport firms to transport
goodsto Central Asian countries," he said.

Javanmard Qassab said that currently five to six
containers or trucks are moving from the Milak border
to Afghanistan to Tajikistan and Uzbekistan each week,
butthisamountoftransitgoodsisverylowand should
beincreased.

Iran will notignore Afghanistan's capacities in the
field, as the two countries share good cultural and
economic commonalities, which will be beneficial to
both countriesin future, he said.

Referringto spread of coronavirusinregional statesand
closure of borders ofthe countries, Javanmard Qassab
said thatunder such difficult circumstances, the border
between Iranand Afghanistanwasnotblocked fortrade
goodsand was open.

Theadvantage of using Afghanroute for transitof goods
to Tajikistanand Uzbekistanis thatwhenIraniantrucks
passacrossthe Milakborder, the goodsreach the target
countriesin fourto five days, he said.

Sunday marksthe second World Press Freedom Day since

Saudigovernmentagents murdered Jamal Khashoggiat

thekingdom's consulatein Istanbul, Turkey.

Last year alone, Saudi Arabia jailed 26
journalists,and media professionals continue
tofaceharassmentand threatsacrosstheglobe.
ButKhashoggi's murder captured the world's
attentionlike no otherattack onthe press.

The slayingand dismembering the US-based
journalistata diplomatic postin a NATO-
allied country was not only gruesome, it was
horrifyinginitsbrazenness.

For weeks and months, the killing captured
headlines and fueled outrage in Washington
against Riyadh and US President Donald
Trump. The US president remained a loyal
defender of the kingdom's rulers, shielding
them from the fallout that followed the
assassination.

This year,however, the world is in turmoil on
World Press Freedom Day, and that fateful
day of October 2,2018, when Khashoggiwas
murdered may seem like alifetime ago. With
the spread of the coronavirus, the US election
season and impending global economic
disaster, the news cycle haslargely moved on
from the Khashoggi story. Still, that story has
notconcluded, the Middle East Eye reported.
Theslainjournalist'sremainsare still missing,
and top Saudi officials have yet to be held
accountable for the murder. In Washington,
Trump remains in open defiance of Congress
by refusing to release the US intelligence
community's findings on who ordered the
assassination-anassessmentthatadvocates
and legal scholars say s crucial for delivering
justice.

"It'sbeenayearand ahalfsince the murder
of Virginia resident and journalist Jamal
Khashoggi," US Senator Tim Kaine, a Virginia
Democrat, said on Saturday.

"The Trump Administration’s failure tohold the
Saudiregimeaccountable forthisand countless
otherhumanrightsabusesisreprehensible."
'Unacceptable’

Latelastyear, Trump signed intolaw a military

Iran Auto QOutput Down %e32.5

World Press Freedom Day: Still No JJustice for
Jamal Khashoggi

budgetthatrequired the administration's
intelligence chiefto produce a declassified
reportthatidentifies Saudi officials involved
inthe "directing, ordering, or tampering of
evidencein thekilling of Khashoggi" within
30days.

World Press Freedom Day 2020 marks 135 days
since the passage of thatlaw. To date, the Office
ofthe Director of National Intelligence (ODNI)
hasonly turned overa confidential document
accompanied by a single declassified page
sayingthattheinformation mustremainsecret
toprotect "sourcesand methods".

Kaine called the ODNI's refusal to comply with
the congressional request "unacceptable”.
"Americans deserve a presidentwho will stand
forhumanrightsratherthanbowtodictators,"
hesaid.

It was not the first time Trump has refused
to answer US legislators' calls to ensure
accountability for the murder. Last
February, the US administrationignored a
congressionallymandated deadline under the
Global Magnitsky Act to turn over findings on
who ordered the assassination.

"We still do not have accountability for
the brutal murder of Jamal Khashoggi,"
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar said this week.
"The Administration is required by law to
make public what the US government knows
regarding who in the Saudi government is
responsible for thekillingand its cover-up.
"Now they are refusing to comply with the law,
anditis ourresponsibility to hold them fully
accountable."

Khashoggi was a former Saudiinsider who
worked for mostofhis career at state-aligned
media outlets. In his later years, he began
writing for the Washington Postand became
avocal criticofthe country's de facto leader,
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

Latein 2018, it was widely reported by US
media outlets that the CIA concluded the
crown prince, known as MBS, was behind the
assassination-anassessmentthatwasbacked
by every single US senatorin December of that
year.
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