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T
Natural
Beautyof
Wildernessin
Varzaneh

Nl
ios

Varzaneh desert is
located about 100
kilometers east of
Isfahan and 150
kilometers west of
Yazd.

Varzaneh desert
or Khara desert is
situated on the south
bound of Varzaneh
village. The main
attractions of this
desert are the sand
dunesthataremadeby
windsasitblowacross
thedesert. Inharmony
with wind, the sands
change to the beautiful
pyramids, crescent,
and linear shapes.
Varzaneh  desert,
unlike other deserts
in Iran, has special
vegetation cover due
to its adjacency to
Gavkhoonilagoon.
Thegirlsand women of
thisvillage wear white
chadors, instead of
blackone. This custom
has made Varzaneh
into a white village of
Iran. Notsolongago
and before inventing
engine driven water
pumps people in
Varzaneh used cattle
for lifting water from
bores and wells. In
recent years, one of
these wellshasbeen
restored by an old
man, and after that
changedinto atourist
attraction.
Theremained ancient
monuments in
Varzanehare:

Fire temples: In the
past, Zoroastrians
used to live in this
desert village, so
several fire temples
hasremained fromthe
pastinthisvillage. It
is said that Varzaneh
mosque was built on
theremains of one of
thesefiretemples.
Safavi Bridge: Safavi
Bridge is the last
bridge built on the
ZayandehRood River.
This bridge is made
of bricks, stone, and
cement, hasregistered
nationally.

Ghurtan castle: The
castlesinlIranarethe
remains of the military
fortress, but Ghurtan
castleisaresidential
castle.

Pigeon towers: Near
Ghurtan castle, thereis
aclaybuildingthatisa
pigeontower. Themain
basis ofthismonument
isplacedon12cylinder
columns,and thereare
anumberofholes for
thepigeons.
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Holymystery of Isfahan, city of
ancient culture

ReachingNisf]Jahan with limited
time and unlimited wishes,
setting aside all worries of this
or thatworld, fullyliving in those
moments

Treasureremains hiddenindistant
lands. I can’t exactly describe
how and when the idea got stuck
inmyimagination.Ifeelacurious
combination of mysteriousness
andsacredness associated with the
wordtreasure. Thingslike vessels,
gold pots, jars, stones, carpets and
never-deciphered writings do not
come tomy mind whenIthink ofthe
word treasure. Instead, wheneverlI
come toimagine some distantland,
avagueyetstrongly movingidea of
‘holy mystery’ weighsinonme.
Isfahan epitomised thatdistantland
for me. So when a few years back,
Isatinthebusdestined to Isfahan
from Tehran, [was underthe spell of
theideaofatreasure thatwas going
to be uncovered in the next few
hours.Ilooked through the window
and wondered atIsfahan NisfJahan
(halftheworld) and the half-hidden
sun.Idropped the curtain abruptly.
Secrets should notberevealed so
fast.

Ittookus almostsixhourstoreach
Isfahan, a city of 17th century
Safavids, capital of Persiain the
16th and 17th centuries, city of
Hasht Bahisht, Maidan e Naqsh-
e-Jahan, Imam Mosque, Chehel
Satoon, Chahar Bagh Boulevard,
mosques,bridges and of Zinda Rood
(Zayanderood).

In Isfahan, one strongly notices
Iranians’ unwavering love for
their ancient culture. They have
preserved, maintained and
promoted old texts, monuments
and evenrituals.

AsIwas abouttoreachIsfahan,I
tried tounpackthe meaning of Nisf
Jahan. People have putthis single
city againsttherestofthe world
because ofits sheer splendid beauty.
Itoohadread andlistened aboutthe
unmatched beauty, the splendour
ofits gardens, palaces, mosques,
historical buildings, bazaars etc.
Suddenly, an idea flashed into

my mind: this mundane and the
world hereafter both makeJahan-e
Mukkamal (the whole world). This
particular Islamicinterpretation
seemed more valid. Muslim Kings
havebeeninpursuitofemulating
and creatingthe Heavenly Paradise
asithasbeendescribedinthe Holy
Scripture.Isfahan mighthavebeen
a copy of Bahisht, the other yet
complementing halfofthe Jahan.
AsIgotoutofthebus,Ifelttired,
aswere the seniorsaccompanying
me. Contrary to my expectations,
first impression of Isfahan was
more of an ordinary city. The first
people who ‘warmly’ welcomed
usinthe ‘paradise’ were not Hoors
or Ghilman but taxi drivers, not
speaking Arabic or our mother
tongue but Persian. They were
looking for good fortune among
foreign people while we too were in
searchofatreasureinaforeignland.
Aclashofinterestwasapparent.
Airports, railway stations and bus
stands of all major cities of the
world offer aunique opportunity
to understand how two strands
of worldliness (on the part of taxi
drivers) and disinterestedness (on
the partoftravellers) collide aswell
ascooperate. Anyhow,we did hirea
taxiand arrived atahotel.Itisalong
story how we shopped for hotels,
bargaining and finally succeeding
ingettingaroominacomparatively
low-renthotel.

After havinga cup of blacktea, we
left the hotel. | must admit how
muchIlovedthe ‘blacktea’inIran.
I couldn’tenjoy Doogh-e-Goshfil
and Burgers. Chulo Kababs were
deliciousbut, unfortunately, weren’t
formesincelamallergictorice.

We had limited time — we had to
leave for Tehran the nextevening —
butwishesunlimited. We decided
toseeallwhatwe could on foot. We
started our journey from the main
tree-lined boulevard that wasn’t
not too far from our hotel. I was
reminded of Agar Firdos Bar Roo e
Zameen Ast/ Hameen Asto Hameen
AstHameen Ast.

It was May which is not hot in
Isfahan. It was as mildly cold as
Lahoreisin February. Cool shadows

of breezy trees standing in a
symmetrical orderalongbothsides
ofthe wide metallicmainroad were
soothing. Chirping ofbirds deluded
usintoaworldthatisdiscoloured by
globalisation. There were shopson
bothsides oftheboulevard butthe
bustle ofbig cities wasabsent.

In Isfahan, one strongly notices
Iranians’ unwavering love for
their ancient culture. They have
preserved, maintained and
promoted old texts, monuments
and evenrituals. They have also
incorporated ancient cultural
values and ‘world-view’ in their
‘new’ architecture. This we
observed while visiting Hasht
Bahisht, Maidan e Naqsh-e-Jahan,
itsadjacentbazaars, Imam Masjid,
Chehel Satoon, bridges of Zinda
Rood andreliquaries. Convertingto
Islam has not made them skeptical,
disdainful or disrespectful to their
earlier history and its texts and
heroes. Wein Pakistanneedtolearn
fromIraninthisregard.

The mostexciting experience was
visiting the threered bridges —
Pol-e-Khaju, Si-o-Seh Pul, Pol-e-
Chobi — builtin 17th century by
the Safavids on Zinda Rood. They
seemtoredefine the meaningand
purpose of bridging the brinks. If
youreally wantto connectthe two
shores,youwillhave to createakind
ofambience that could make theact
of crossingatrue, deep experience
ofbridgingtwo differentworldsand
diverse perspectives.

Crossing Si-o-Seh Pul (bridge
having 30 arches) wasamarvellous
experience. We literally stopped at
every step, praising the wonders
of architecture. In the evening, we
spentanhouratacafé builtunder
abridge.lcould never forgetthe
moments while sipping black
tea, listening to the whispering of
slow waters of Rood mixed with
the twitter of evening birds and
radiantfaces ofIranian people.In
those moments, I was able to set
aside all kinds of worries of this
or thatworld, fully living in those
moments. I felt fortunate to have
finally grasped the ‘holy mystery’ of
Isfahan.

The most exciting
experience was
visiting the three
red bridges — Pol-
e-Khaju, Si-o-Seh
Pul, Pol-e-Chobi—
builtin17th century
by the Safavids on
ZindaRood. They
seemtoredefine
the meaning and
purpose of bridging
thebrinks. If you
really want to
connect thetwo
shores, you willhave
tocreateakind

of ambiencethat
could maketheact
of crossing atrue,
deep experience

of bridging two
different worlds
anddiverse
perspectives.

WHERETO STAY

Hotel Saraye Ordibehesht:
Great Place For
Reasonable Value’

FT]

Hotel Saraye Ordlbehesht isa tradltlonal hotel whlch is
located atthe center ofcity. Ithas outdoor restaurantand
cafe. Youwill have amemorable holiday in the hotel with
quietand traditional environment. We hope to see you
soon.
AboutOrdibeheshtHotel
Traditional hotel is different from other hotels. Its
historical environmentmakesapleasantaccommodation
for guests. Ordibehesht Hotel with eighty years old has
beenrefurbishedintraditional style.Itisopentoall Iranian
and foreign guests. This hotel offers three stars hotel
services.Ithasallthemodernequipmentsanditisplaced
near Zayanderoud whichisthe mainbeautyinIsfahan. The
hotelislocated inthe westofthe centerand thereis easy
access tourban facilities for guests. Outdoor restaurant
isready to serve variety of traditional and foreign foods
foryou. Enjoy variety of beveragesincludingherbal brew
servedinthe coffee shop. Ourhotel roomswith wall-mount
andbeautiful traditional instruments are so beautifuland
fantastic.
AboutRooms
OrdibeheshtHotel hassixteenroomsincluding tworoyal
(living) rooms and fourteen double rooms. We have four
connected rooms. All the rooms have all the amenities
includingminibar, TV, telephone, fridges and WIFI.

i Seewhattravelersare saying:
Setare T, Shiraz, Iran: Nice Place, Nice Staff
Ifyouarelooking for good 2* hotel in Esfahan, don’t go
anywhereelse! It'salittle far from the main square butyou
cantakeataxiandit’snotabigdeal.Irecommendyouto
take the biggerrooms, they have more space forluggage.
NegarinD:nice trip
We stayed two nighthere. staffsare sonice, theroomsare
abitsmall butreally cleanandnice,and ithaslovelyroof
garden forbreakfast, cleanbathroomand very nicelocated
inEsfahan,and no parkinginthe hotel.

WHERETO EAT

Health Food Center:
Delicious Food,
Reasonable Pl'lce

“ Seewhattravelersare saying:

Persialovers: One of the bestfast food experiencesin
Esfahan! Amazingsaladsandreal healthyburgers!
Thavebeentomany fastfood placesin Esfahan, Health
fastfood centeristhebestone,althoughitiscalled afast
food centeritservesreallyacleanand healthy foods,
theburgersare freshand they don’tfry itin unhealthy
oilsand everythingis Delicious, the Garlicbread is tasty
and the fresh, tasty seasonal salad isamazing with the
Deliciousdressing,hope one day everyone experience
thisplacein Esfahan.

Very near the Armenian Cathedral, and the prices
reasonable. with three euros you can have aseasonal
salad,adrink,and adeliciousburger.

Kooshnam, the managerknows perfect Englishand can
helpyouwiththe menutoo.

Ifyou care aboutservice and atmosphere and truly
healthy fastfood thenyoumustgohere.

AndreaD:Top Quality, Quiet, Central, Very Clean
Fewwords:

-Freshfood (selected ingredients)

- English speaking personnel (friendly)

- Chillingoutambient

-Very cleanfacilities

-fairprice (money forvalue)

-freebroadband Internet

-hypercleanand freshtoilets!

OmidA: Goodrestaurantinagood place

Good environment, healthy and delicious foods, nice
location closed to the historical neighborhood (Jolfa)
and Vank church, Economicprice.asitsname shows
itprovideshealthy foods.Itry Mexican burgerand hot
dog.bothweredelicious.nice place forbothfriendsand
familiesbutgood forbusiness meetings.




Volkswagendenies US claimit will

stopdoingbusiness with Iran

Volkswagen (VW) has rejected US claims that the German car
manufacturerhasdecided to quitIranamid American sanctions, saying
ithasnotchangedits position on the Islamic Republicyet.A Thursday
reportby Bloomberg quoted US Ambassador to Berlin Richard Grenell
assaying thatVolkswagenhad decided to end doingbusiness with Iran

after weeks of talks with the US administration.

However, asource close to the German company dismissed the report
laterinthe day, saying there had beenno talks with Grenell on Iran.

Inastatementcited by Bloomberg, the company merelysaiditis closely
monitoring the economicand political developmentsin Iranand the
region.A Volkswagen spokesman also told Reuters thatthe company’s
positionhad notchanged inrecent weeks. Moreover, AFP quoted a

TECH

Iran exports to US up 37.8% in 3

months

[ran’s Custom Administration saysin the first five months
ofthisIranianyear (started on March 21) the value of Iran’s
exportstothe USroseby37.8 percentto $45.11 million.The
Customs Administration datatable, pointingtothe USasthe
major destination of [ranian goods, said in the period under
study, 1,487 tons of goods, showing 60.8 percent growth,
were exported to the US.Itsaid the Iran-US trade balance
proved positivein [ran’s favor, while the figure for the first
five monthslastyear was $21.6 million negative.Yoghurt,
saffron, caviar, klim, pistachio kernel, gabeh and barberry
weremajoritems exported to the US. Theimports from the
countrydeclinedinthe period, standingat$41.275 million,
accordingtothereport.Theimported items were vegetable
seeds, food supplements, cattle and poultry feed additives,
mineral or chemical fertilizers, endoscopicinstruments,
tooth prosthesisand other medical instruments.

Tomato Exports Earn $112m in §
Months

Iran exported 306,655 tons of tomatoes worth $112.08
million during the first five months of the current fiscal
year (March21-Aug.22). Thiswasannouncedinthelatest
datareleased by the Islamic Republic of [ran Customs
Administration.Iraqg, Russia, the UAE, Afghanistanand Qatar
were the main customers of Iranian tomatoes during the
period underreview.

Trade With Thailand Grows 20%
[rantraded 1.02 million tons ofnon-oil commodities worth
$497.85 million with Thailand duringthe first five months
ofthe currentfiscalyear (March21-Aug. 22).
Thisindicatesa7.99% and 20.09% growth in tonnage and
valuerespectively compared withlastyear’s corresponding
period, latestdatareleased by the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration show. Iran’s exports to Thailand
stood at 881,455 tons worth $412.59 million, up 28.24%
and 64.41% in tonnage and valuerespectivelyyear-on-year.
Thailand was Iran’s ninth major exportdestination during
theperiod. Iranmainly exported steeland liquefied propane
toThailand duringthe five-month period. Thailand exported
148,522 tons of goods worth $85.26 million to Iran, down
44.24%and 47.89% in tonnage and value respectively
YOY.Itwas the 25th exporter of goods to Iran over the five
months. Theimports mainly included medium-density
fiberboard, electrical equipmentand split-system air

conditioners.Iran: Qil & Gas Sector Most

Conducive for Business
TheresearcharmofIran’s Parliamenthas conducted afirst-
of-its-kind domesticinvestment security study, finding
amongotherthingsthatbusinesspeopleactive in the crude
oiland natural gas sector have the highest perception of
investmentsecurityamongallsectors.The study, published
onthe official website of Majlis Research Center, is the first
evaluation ofinvestmentsecurity indexin Iran using the
opinion ofbusinessrepresentatives.Itdividesitsresultson
thebasis of provinces and business sectors,and hasbeen
conducted for the final quarter of the previous fiscal year
thatended on March 20, 2018.Itfirst outlinesa definition
ofinvestmentsecurity and says thatitis fully realized once
macroeconomicindicators suchasinflation and foreign
exchangeratesarestable or predictable, regulationsand
executive decisionsare clear,and in case they change, those
changesareannouncedto everyone concerned withina
reasonable time before implementation.
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source familiar with the talks as saying that the carmakerand the US
governmenthadnotyetreachedafinalaccord.

Evenifitfully complies with USsanctions, VWwill stillbe able to do some
businessinIranundera"humanitarian exception”, Bloombergreported.
Grenell,aformer US spokesman atthe United Nationsand an outspoken
supporter of President Donald Trump, is widely known for stirring
up controversy in his host country with public sallies on business
and politics.He hasappeared to take credit for decisions by European
companies to withdraw from I[raninaseries of tweetsand interviews
over the pastweeks, announcing the withdrawal of German blue
chipslike Siemens, BASF, and now Volkswagen, to the surprise of the
companies themselves.Volkswagenannounced in July 2017 thatit
plannedtosell carsinlran forthefirsttimein 17 years, takingadvantage
oftheremoval of sanctions thataccompanied the signing of the Iran
nuclear deal, officially known asJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA).

Earlierin August, the other German
carmaker Daimler, the maker of
Mercedes-Benztrucks and luxury
cars, announced that it had
suspended expansion plansinIran
inresponse to USre-imposition of
sanctions on the Islamic Republic.
French carmaker PSA, the maker of
Peugeotand Citroen cars, suspended
itsjoint venture activities in Iran backin
Trump warned lastmonth against doing business
sayinghe had imposed "the mostbiting" sanctions on the country.
"Anyone doingbusiness with [ran will NOT be doingbusiness with the
United States,” he tweeted.

June.
with Tehran,

Howto know When'That Business
Ideals Good Enough to Pursue

Eureka! You're overcome with a
genius (or so you think) business
idea while going aboutyour day.
Butisyourideagood enough to
actually acton? Knowing when
it’s time to start a side gig or,
betteryet, toleave yourjob canbe
challenging.

This article will give you some
guidelines to help you better
understandifit’s worth actingupon
your supposedly game-changing
businessidea.

#"Can the business model be
patented or protectedin some way?
You wantamoat. The wider, deeper
and more alligator-infested, the better.
Amoatrefersto obstacles potential
competitors would have to contend
withinorderto directly compete with
your business.

Examples of a moat are patents,
exclusive licenses or unique
information thatwould makeitdifficult
for competitors to copy your business
model.

If your business lacks significant
moats, thatcanbe OK. There are many
examples of consumer packaged goods
companies that have found success
withlittle tonomoats. The mail-order
shaving company Dollar Shave Clubis
justone example.

If your business lacks a moat, and
youdon’thave a positive answer for
the questions below, thenit’s backto
the drawingboard for you and your
businessidea.

" Would the businessidearequire
youtooperateinaheavily regulated
industry?

Regulation is great if you're a
consumer;itprotects you frombeing
harmed by organizations that you
might otherwise have a hard time
defendingyourselfagainst. Butwhenit
comestorunningabusiness, regulation
isexpensive, and often prohibitively so.
There’s a reason why sectors like
health care or governmenttend tolack
innovation. It’sbecause all of thered
tape discourages entrepreneurs from
entering a market where regulation
eats profits for breakfast.

The easiestway toknowifanindustryis
heavilyregulated is to talk to a few folks
whoarealready operating withinit. As
partofyourduediligence,youcanalso
research thelocal and federal laws that
governtheindustryinquestion.

Ifyou finditdifficultto surface anylaws
directlyrelated to theindustry youare

thinking of entering, thenitmaybe time
torejoice.
Hastheideabeendonebefore?Ifso,
howdid otherbusinesses fare?
Intheventure capital world, there are
two ends of a spectrum in which to
operate.Oneisa “blue ocean,” where
thereisn’tasingle competitorinsight.
Then, there’sa “red ocean,” aworld in
which competitors are more plentiful
thanseaweed.

Ideally, you’d like to operate
somewhere in between. Contrary to
popular belief, creating an entirely
new marketcanbeabadidea. [t often
requires market education, which
means you'll need a big marketing
budgetor someviral componenttouser
adoption.

Look for potential competitors, or for
businesses thatoriginally operatedin
your marketbefore pivoting or going
outofbusiness. Ifyou find one or two
organizations operating successfully,
and alarge market cap exists for your
productorservice, thenthat'sagood
sign.

" Would the businessidearequire
large up-frontcosts?
Ashasbeenalluded to already, it’sbest
toavoidabusinessideathatwill require
large up-front costs, all things being
equal.

A few caveats before continuing:
First,itshould be noted thatlarge up-
frontcostsisarelative measure. Most
businesses will require meaningful
up-frontcosts to getstarted. Second,
up-front costs aren’tnecessarily a bad
thing; they canmeanthatyouareableto
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gainmarketshare faster thanks to early
investment. Third, up-frontcostsaren’t
concerningiftheriskthatthebusiness
will fail isrelatively low or, at the very
least, ifyou are tolerant of a high-risk
business scenario.
Thatsaid, youshould be able to roughly
calculate the up-front costs thatwillbe
required to successfully launch your
businessideabefore actually doingso.

" Canyouuseyourexpertise to give
your businessameaningful edge?
Back to the moat discussion --ifyou
have access to some sortof hard-to-
find expertise, your business will be
in better shape than if you have to
learn skills central to the success of the
business.
That’snotto say thatyour newventure
should notrequire you tolearn new
skills. It simply means thatdeveloping
abusinessthatplays to your strengths
willincrease the likelihood thatthe
business will be successfulinthelong
run.
Ifyouthinkyou’llneed to develop a
variety of skills essential to the success
ofthebusiness, considerbringingona
co-founder orahandful ofhighly skilled
early employees.

" Improvingyour odds
Successfully developing a business
from idea to IPO (or at least to

successful small business) isapartof

the American dream. While the vast
majority of small businesses will failin
the first 10 years after founding, ifyou
carefully vetyour businessideabefore
launching, you will be able to markedly
improveyour odds.

Regulationisgreat
ifyou’re aconsumer;
it protects you from
being harmedby
organizations that
you might otherwise
have ahardtime
defending yourself
against. But whenit
comestorunninga
business, regulation
is expensive, and
often prohibitively
sO.

CBI: Oil Remains Biggest Contributorto
Economic Growth

A sectoral review of the Central
BankofIran'slatestreportonIran's
economicgrowth showsthe oil sector
had the biggest contribution to the
grossdomesticproductduringthefirst
quarterofthecurrentfiscalyear(March
-21June 21).Thereportreleased on
Sunday shows Iran's economy grew
by %1.8 during the period compared
withlastyear's correspondingperiod.
GDPgrowth, excludingoil production,
stood at %0.7.In fact, the oil sector,
witha%5.2 growth, single-handedly

alsoshowstheservicessector grew by
%1.1whilethe sectors ofagriculture
and the "industriesand mines" grew
by %0.3and %0.1 respectively.Iran’s
economy emerged fromrecessionin
thefiscal 15-2014 witha %3 growth
aftertwoyears ofrecession whenthe
economy contracted %5.8and %1.9
backtoback, the Central Bankof Iran
said.Growthin 16-2015stoodat%1.6-
beforedrasticallyrisingto%12.5inthe
17-2016fiscal, theyearinternational
economic sanctions against Iran
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What's News

+Anzali Portto
BeConnected
toNational
Railroad
AnzaliPortinthenorthern
Gilan Province will be
connected, through a
-3.8kilometerrail route,
to the national railroad
system,accordingto the
deputy minister of roads
and urban development,
KheirollahKhademi.
“The route has been
studied and designed.
Once Anzali Port is
connected toRasht-Anzali
Railroad, multimodal
transportation can take
place,” the official was
quoted as saying by the
news portal ofthe Ministry
of Roads and Urban
Development.

Head of the Ports and
Maritime Organization
of wwwlran Mohammad
Rastad said on Sunday
the construction of this
linkup railroute willbegin
before the current year
isout.Located alongthe
International North-South
TransportCorridor, Anzali
is expected to become
Iran’s leading transit
Caspianportinthecoming
years.

Expansion plans for
the port’s facilities are
underway to make itthe
largestinthe CaspianSea
with22berthsand cargo
handling capacity of 15
milliontonsperyear.

The International
North-South Transport
Corridor, a -7,200km
multimodal network of
ship, railand road routes,
is a major transit route
designedto facilitate the
transportation of goods
from Mumbaiin India to
Helsinkiin Finland, using
[ranianportsandrailroads,
whichthelslamicRepublic
plansto connectto those
of Azerbaijanand Russia.
The corridor will connect
Iran with Russia’s Baltic
ports and give Russia
rail connectivity to both
the Persian Gulfand the
Indianrail network. This
means goods could be
carried from Mumbai to
thelranianportofBandar
Abbas and further to
Baku. They could then
passacross the Russian
borderinto Astrakhanand
then proceed to Moscow
and St. Petersburg, before
entering Europe.INSTC
wouldsubstantially cutthe
traveltime for everything
from Asian consumer
goodsto Central Eurasia’s
naturalresourcestoboost
Europeanexports.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,205.9%

accountedforabout%1.2 ofthe overall ST /

%1.8 growth in the overall economy
duringthe first quarter, meaning oil
productionhada%66.66 share from
Iran'seconomicgrowth.The CBIreport

officiallybegantorollbackaspartofthe
nuclear deal the country signed with
world powersin July 2015 (formally
knownasthe]JointComprehensivePlan
of Action).
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Iran Warns
toVetoOPEC
Decisions
Harming
Tehran’s
Interests

..“I will block any OPEC
decision that poses the
slightest threat to Iran,”
Zangenehtold.Anydecision
on a new production
agreementby OPEC’s Joint
Ministerial Monitoring
Committee that meets on
Sundaywouldbe “void”and
“invalid,” he said. “Decisions
canonly be made at OPEC
meetingsinthe presence of
all OPEC members and by
consensusofmembers.”“Any
countrythatsaysitcanmake
up for the shortfall in the
market is siding with the
US,” hesaid.He said he has
writtenletterstosome OPEC
andnon-OPEC oil ministers
expressing his concerns
and has complained to
the group’s secretary-
general about “violations”
to the original output-cuts
agreement, though he
wouldn’telaborate.

NEWS

IRGC,Army
Forcesjoint
militarydrill
kicks offin
Persian Gulf

On the occasion of the
Sacred Defense Week, a
jointmilitary exercise was
launched between Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) and Army Forces
of the Islamic Republic of
[raninthe azure waters of
the Persian Gulf.Deputy
Commander of the Army
ForcesoftheIslamicRepublic
ofIran for Publicity Affairs
Colonel Yousef Safipour
reiterated, “onthe occasion
of Sept. 22 and start of the
eightyearsofSacred Defense
(Iragiimposed war against
Iranin 1988-1980),ajoint
military drill kicked off
between IRGC and Army
ForcesoftheIslamicRepublic
ofIranin the azure waters
ofthe Persian Gulfand Gulf
of Oman.”This war game s
thesecond military exercise
thatis launched between
IRGC and Army Forces of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran jointly with the aim
ofevermorereadiness for
any possible attacks by
enemies, he maintained.In
additionto showcasinghigh
militarypower ofthe Islamic
Republic of Iran, this war
game conveys the message
of peace and friendship to
theneighboring states, he
said,adding, “ifenemieswage
militaryactionsagainstIran,
theywill definitelyreceivea
crushingblow.”

Nocountryinregionabletocounter Iran
Deputy Commander of Army Air Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran Amir
Hamid Vahedisaid thatno countryinthe regionisable to deal with the Islamic
RepublicofIranmilitarily.“We are strong defendersagainstinvaders and will
makeaggressorsregret,”he emphasized.He made theremarks on the sidelines
ofajointmilitary drillbetween the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
and Army Force of the Islamic Republicof Iranin Bandar Abbas, adding “shortly
after the outbreak of Iraqi imposed war againstIran on Sept. 1980,21, Air Forces
theIslamicRepublicof Iran targeted heavily military positions of Iraqi regime and gained
achievementsinthisrespect.”Accordingtothe sublimerecommendationsofthe Leaderofthe IslamicRevolutionin
thefield of self-sufficiency, Army Air Forces of the Islamic Republic of [ranhad been putunder cruel sanctionssince
thegloriousvictory of the IslamicRevolution, he said, adding, “relyinguponits self-reliance and movingtowards
self-sufficiency, the Army Air Force of the IslamicRepublicofIranhas cutitsdependencyin thefield of manufacturing
militaryparts, manufacturingadvancedfighters, repairingand maintaining military planesunderthe auspices of
theexpertengineersofthislandandterritory.”

o f
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MP urges Pre. Rouhani to outline US
violation of JCPOAin UNGA

MemberofIranian Parliament’s National Securityand Foreign Policy Commission
Seyed Hossein NaghaviHosseini called on President Hassan Rouhanitodescribe
USviolation ofJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in his upcoming visit
toNew Yorktoattend the UN General Assembly.President Rouhanishould clearly
explain USoppressionagainstthe [raniannationanditsnon-compliance withJCPOA,
hereiterated.Pointing to President Rouhani’s trip to New York next week toattend UN

General Assembly, hesaid, “active participationinthe United National General Assembly (UNGA) and presenting
viewsofthelslamicRepublicofIran onvariousregionalandinternationalissues are essentialissuesthatshould
betakenintoserious consideration.”"He pointed totherecentemphasis of Director General of the International
AtomicEnergyAgency (IAEA) YukiyaAmanowithregard tolran’sfull compliance withallitscommitmentswithin
the framework ofJCPOA andsaid, “under such circumstances,aquestionmayberaised thatwhyIran should be
putundersevere sanctionswhileithaslived uptoall obligationsasstipulatedinJCPOA.”

Iran strongly protestagainst Zionist regime
nuclear threat

Iran’s permanentrepresentative

office at the United Nationsin a

letter to the Security Counciland

the UN Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres firmly protested against

the Zionistregime atomic threat

againstlran.

The letter reads recent threat of
the Zionistregime Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahuin the nuclear
installations of the regime could be a
serious threatagainstinternational
peaceand security.

Nuclear weapons in the hands
of a regime with a long record of
invasion, occupation, militarism,
state terrorism and other crimes is
the biggestthreatto the peace and
regional security.

The letter asked international
community to take strong stance
againstunrestrained acts and atomic
threats ofthe Zionistregime, theletter
continued.

Iran has also asked thattheregime
to be forced to follow and obey
international regulationsand the UN
Charter.

Theletter asked condemnation of the
recentthreatofthe Zionist Regime
and also asked theregime to be forced
tojoin Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
andits atomic program to be under
supervision of the International
AtomicEnergyagency (IAEA).

The letter pointed that Iran is a
victim of mass-destruction weapons,
specifically chemical weapons and
reminded dangers of the atomic
arsenalsand said thatmembers ofthe
UNshouldnotignoreatomicthreats,
butshould take decisive steps toward
demolishingall atomic weapons of
theregime.

The folowing s the full text of the
letter:

In the name of God, the most
Compassionate, the most Merciful
Excellency,

Upon instructions from my
Government, [ wish to draw your
attention to the inflammatory
statements by Benjamin Netanyahu,
boastingaboutthenuclear weapons
capability of the Israeli regime
and threatening Iran with nuclear
annihilation.

On Wednesday, 29 August 2018,
Benjamin Netanyahu, speaking
from the underground nuclear
weapons development center of this
regime, Dimona, boasted about the
contribution of ‘the Dimona project’
to the security of Israel and how the
establishment of that project and

Iran’s Speaker: Followers ofall religions livingin peace

in Iran

Majlis Speaker Ali Larijaniin amessage
said peaceful and kind co-existence of
followersofallreligionsinIranisamong
achievements of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
and thatcanserve asapatternforall other

nations.

The message was read out to the
participants in the Assyrian Universal
Alliance (AUA) World Congressin Beirut
on Thursday by Yonathan Betkolia,
representative of Assyrian and Chaldean
ChristiansinIran’s Parliamentand the AUA

secretary-general.

The AUA Congress (September 20-22)
opened in Beirut on Thursday with

PERMANENT MISSION OF
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

massive acquisition of inhumane
nuclear weapons have ensured
nuclear deterrent capability of Israel.
Inhis speech, hethen pointed to Iran
and asserted that ‘on the military
level, Israel will act with full force
againstIran’,and explicitly threatened
Iran with nuclear aggression and
annihilation.

Such an inflammatory statement
against a non-nuclear-weapon
State party to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) constitutes aseriousviolation
of international law, in particular
Article 2(4) of the Charter of the
United Nations,and posesareal threat
tointernational peace and security
and, ifunaddressed, undermines the
credibility ofthe NPT.

The Security Council, initsresolution
984 (1995), recognizes that,in case of
aggression with nuclear weapons or
the threatofsuch aggression against
anon-nuclear-weapon State Party to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, any State may
bringthe matterimmediately to the
attention of the Security Council ...
andrecognizesalso thatthe nuclear-
weapon State permanent members
ofthe Security Council will bring the
matter immediately to the attention of
the Counciland seek Councilaction’in
accordance with the Charter.

In view of the above, the Security
Council should fulfill its Charter-
based responsibility as well as its
commitmentunderresolution 984
(1995) tostrongly condemn the threat
by the Israeliregime to use nuclear
weaponsagainstlran, tocompel Israel
toabandonitsillicitnuclear weapons,
tourgeittoaccedetothe NPT without

God Almighty.

messages by Iran’s President Hassan
Rouhaniand Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani.

Larijanisaid in his message that followers
of all religions in Iran, holding their
religiousbeliefs and respectingvalues and
principles of otherreligions, have been
living in peace and security with faith in

The speaker’s message furtherread that
Christian Assyrians, whosereligionis the
oldestdivine faithinIranand certainworld
regions, havealwaysbeenrespected by the
noble Iraniannation. Assyrians’religionis
recognized by Iranian Constitutionasan
official religion of the country, he added.

delayand placeall ofits unwarranted
nuclear facilitiesunder the full-scope
safeguards of the International
AtomicEnergy Agency.

It is indisputable that such
inhumane weapons in the hands
ofthe Israeliregime, aregime with
an unparalleled record of non-
compliance with Security Council
resolutions and a long, dark
catalogue of crimes and atrocities
such as occupation, aggression,
militarism, state terrorismand crimes
againsthumanity, poses auniquely
grave threattoregional as well as
international peace and security.
Peace and stability cannotbeachieved
inthe Middle East while the massive
Israelinuclear arsenal continues to
threaten theregionandbeyond.
Members of the United Nations
should notcondone or tolerate such
nuclearblackmail in the twenty-first
century and should take resolute
actionto ensure the total elimination
ofall nuclear weapons as the only
absolute guarantee againstthe use or
threat ofuse ofnuclear weapons. The
Islamic RepublicofIran,asavictim of
weapons of mass destruction, namely
chemicalweaponsinrecenthistory,
is firmly committed to pursuing
therealization ofaworld free from
weapons of mass destruction, in
wordsand deeds.

Ishould be grateful if you would have
the present letter circulated as a
documentofthe General Assembly,
under agendaitems 98,102 (b), (i)
and (p),103(b),and 105 and of the
Security Council.

Please accept, Excellency,
the assurances of my highest
consideration.

report

prophets.

Nuclear weapons
inthehandsofa
regimewithalong
record of invasion,
occupation,
militarism, state
terrorismand
other crimesisthe
biggest threat to the
peace and regional
security.

The Assyrians, he wenton to say, perform
theirreligious dutiesand observe national
andreligiousritualslike followers of other
religionsand Muslimsin Iran.
Today’sworld is overwhelmed by religious
genocide by enemies oftheright pathand
monotheism, regretted Larijani,adding
thatsuch crimes make the monotheists
unhappy butall should join hands and
while believing in God, defend rights of
human beings and ensure aworld free of
violence and full ofinjunctions ofthe divine

Hehoped thatthe Congressachievements
will promote solidarity amongnationsand

NEWS

N Korea's Kim Wants New Summit
with Trump: South Korea's Moon

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un wantsasecond summitwith US
PresidentDonald Trumpsoontohasten denuclearization, but
akeygoalisdeclaringanendthisyeartothe 53-1950 Korean
War, the South’s PresidentMoon Jae-insaid.

Moon said he and Kim spent most of a three-day summit
discussinghowtobreakanimpasse andrestartnucleartalks
between Pyongyang and Washington, whichareatodds over
whichshould comefirst, denuclearization orendingthe war,
Reutersreported.

Kim, who recently proposed another summit with Trump
aftertheir unprecedented June talks in Singapore, said the
Northwaswilling to “permanently dismantle” key missile
facilitiesinthe presence of outside experts,and the Yongbyon
mainnuclearcomplex, ifthe United Statestook corresponding
action.

The joint statement from the summit stipulates his
commitmenttoa “verifiable,irreversible dismantlement” of
thenuclear programs,and ending the war would be afirstUS
reciprocal step, Moonsaid.

“Chairman Kim expressed his wish that he wanted to
complete denuclearization quickly and focus on economic
development,”Moontoldanews conferencein Seoul, shortly
after returning fromthe summitwith Kimin Pyongyang.

IRGC Rejects Reporton Border
Clashin SE Iran

TheIslamicRevolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Ground Force's
QudsBasedismissedasbaselessreportsonaclashbetweenits
forcesandterroristsinIran’ssoutheasternborder of Mirjaveh.
The PublicRelations Departmentofthe IRGC Ground Force's
Quds Base, inastatementon Friday, rejected any clashes
alongborders of the southeastern province of Sistan and
Balouchestanasunfounded.

The IRGC forces have complete intelligence and security
superiority over the borders of the province, especially the
Mirjavehborder itsaid,addingthatthere hasbeenno conflict
inthearea.

The statementalso urged mediaoutletstoavoid spreading
such false news and make sure about the reports’ veracity
before publishingthem.

Backin March, the IRGC Ground Force’s Quds Base said
its forces had killed two suicide attackers in Sistan and
Balouchestanbefore the terrorists could stormaborder post
withtheirexplosive-ladenvehicle.

Sinceacouple ofyearsago, the IRGChas been tasked with
ensuring the security of southeastern border areas in
cooperationwithlocalresidents.

Located in the southeast of Iran, Sistan and Balouchestan
borders Pakistanand Afghanistanand hasalong coastline by
theSeaof Oman.

2019, animportantyearforTehran-
Tokyo ties: Japanese official

Head ofthe Parliamentary Friendship Group of Iran-Japan,
Kinichi Komano, saystheyear 2019 willmarkaninfluential
year for Tehran-Tokyo relations.'Regarding global and
regional changes, theyear 2019 willbeaveryimportantyear
for developmentofthe Iran-Japanrelations, said Komano
inameeting with Iran's Ambassador to Japan Morteza
Rahmani Movahed.He made the remarks while referring to
the coincidence ofthe 90thanniversary of establishment of
diplomaticrelationsbetween Iranand Japanand the 40th
anniversary ofthevictory oftheIslamicRevolution.He said his
associationisready forany cooperation with Iran.
Thelraniandiplomatforhispartreferred tothelongbilateral
tiesandsaida 'verybrightand positive' prospectisahead of
[ran-Japan cooperation.

e owers

ofreligions.
Assyrian Universal Alliance is an ethnic
Assyrian umbrella organization in the
Middle East,made up of differentsectors of
the Assyrian federationsand organizations
throughoutthe world.




Saudi Arabia bans more than 600,000

Palestinians from Hajj

Morethan 600,000 Palestinians have effectivelybeen banned from participatingin
the Hajjand Umrah pilgrimagesin Saudi Arabiaafter the kingdomannounceditwill
nolonger provide visasto Palestinians holders of temporaryJordanian passports,
accordingtolocal travel agencies.Travel agenciesinJordanand the [sraelioccupied
East]erusalem were informed ofthe Saudidecisionin early Septemberwithoutany
further explanations onthereason ofthe ban. “They willrefuse toissue visas forany

temporary passportthathasnonational{citizenship} number;” AbuKhaledal-Jimzawi,an

East]erusalem-based tourism office director, told the Middle East Eye. The new Saudi policy
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Iran Warns
toVetoOPEC
Decisions

Harming
Tehran’s
Interests

TheIranian oil minister
said it will veto any
OPEC decision that
harms the Islamic
Republicand warned
thatsome oil producers
aretryingto createan
alternative suppliers’
forum that supports
US policies hostile to
Tehran.

Bijan Zangeneh said
the agreement that
the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries and allied
producersreached in
2016 to cutoutputis
intatters,and an OPEC
committee setto meet
thisweekend in Algiers
has no authority to
impose anew supply
arrangement.

willdeny the Palestiniansthe chanceto participate in the Hajj pilgrimage, areligiousritual thathastobe completed by
Saturday, September 22,2018, Muslimsatleastonceintheirlifetime.

Volkswagen denies US claimit
will stopdoing business with Iran

Burqgaban up for vote in second Swiss

region

Another canton in Switzerland is set to vote on a
controversial law thatwould prohibit Muslim women
from wearingaface veilknown asburqa, two years after
themeasureimplementedinasouthernregion.
Residentsin northeastern St. Gallen will vote on the
“burgaban” on Sunday, after the law was passed by the
regional parliamentwith supportfrom the populistright
and center parties.

Gallenisapparently following the example of the Italian
speaking southern canton of Ticino, where the law took
effectin]uly 2016, to banthe covering.

Lawmakers in Gallen drafted a text late last year
thatstipulates “any person who renders themselves
unrecognizable by covering their faceina public space,
and thusendangers publicsecurity orsocial and religious
peacewillbe fined.”

Earlier thisyear, the Swiss governmentopposed an anti-
Muslim campaign for anationwide ban on facial coverings
inpublic.

Instead, it suggested that cantons should decide on
the measure individually. The law, however, will goto a
nationwide vote.

The anti-Muslim measures have already been taken in
several European countries, including France, Denmark,
Belgium and Spain, citing “security” concerns for

imposingtherestrictions.

France became the firstin the European Union toban the
publicwearing ofburqain April2011. Alaw took effect
in Belgiumin July thatyear thatbanned any clothing that
obscured theidentity of the wearerin public.

The Netherlands also passed its own laws on the issue
backin]June, banningface coverings,includingburqasand
niqabs,in publicspaces such asschools, hospitals, public
transportand governmentbuildings.

The ban, which targets Muslim women, has sparked
concerns, with many sayingit could dissuade Muslim
women from entering publicspaces, including schools.

US Iran policy
unrealistic: Pundit

US officialsin the Trump administration are unable to deal
withrealities whenitcomestoadopting Iran policy, saysa
commentator.Michael Springmann, former US diplomat,
told Press TV on Friday that “they (US politicians) donot
understand reality, they donotunderstand foreign affairs,
they donotunderstand foreign policy” and then they do
whatIsraelis wantthem to doindealingwith Iran.“So, you
have gotpeople thatdonotknow whatis goingonand do
notknowthe countries theyare working with and suddenly

want to make policy for them.”For instance, Springmann
said, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s-12Point Program
in May essentiallyis a declaration of war againstIran with
the demands forinspectionsand controls.And Director of
Policy Planningand Senior Policy Advisor to Secretary of
State Brian Hook’sbackground is basically academia with
adegreeinphilosophyand “he knowsnothingaboutforeign
affairs, so, the [US] governmentisjustgoing from bad to
worse.”The United States hasannounced itsreadiness to
hold talks with the Islamic Republictoreach atreaty with
Tehran, whereas Donald Trump on May 2018,8 pulled out
oftheinternationally recognized nuclear agreementwith
Iran, officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

Saudi Arabia, UAE using Israel>s Pegasus malware to spy on citizens

Arecentreporthasrevealed that Saudi
Arabiaand the UAE have beenamongthe
countriesthathavebeenextensivelyusing
the spyware Pegasusto spy on theirown
peopleand trackhumanrightsadvocates.
Thereport, published by Citizen Lab on
Tuesday, said the usage of Pegasus-made
by the Tel Aviv-based NSO company -
in both countries had significantly

increased between August 2016 and
August2018.“Our findings paintableak
picture ofthe humanrightsrisksof NSO’s
global proliferation. Atleastsix countries
with significantPegasus operationshave
previouslybeenlinked to abusive use of
spywaretotargetcivilsociety,’ the Citizen
Labsaidinitsreport, refusingtonameall
the countries.Citizen Labsaiditidentified

atleastsix operators with "significant
operations" in the Persian Gulfregion
includingatleasttwo thatappearedto
predominantly focusonthe UAEand one
withaSaudifocus. One wasalso focused
onBahrain,itadded, withoutelaborating
whetheritwasaffiliated to Saudi Arabia-
whichishelpingManamasuppressdissent
-ornot.



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

