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il Prices Grow After OPEC+
Deal Comesinto Effect

The prices for Brent crude and WTI prices extended
gainson Friday, as the hard-fought OPEC+ deal took
effectonFriday

The oil markethad seenadramatic crashlastmonth
duetoglobalglutand fearsofalackof storage capacity.

The price for Brentcrude oil (ICE) has grownby 1.77
percent, reachingnearly $27 perbarrel. The price
for WTI (Nymex), meanwhile, currently stands at
$19.35perbarrel, whichisa2.7 percentincrease, RT
reported.

On April 12,the members of OPEC and other oil-
producing countries, including Russia and Mexico,
agreed to cutproductionby9.7 millionbarrels per day
for May and June, marking the biggest oil production
cutinhistory.

The hard-foughtdeal came after amonth ofa price
war between Russia and Saudi Arabia, which had
previously failed to agree on ajointreduction of
output.

The oil markets have been suffering from a historic
glut after many countries wentintolockdown due
tothe ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. The steep drop
indemand sparked fears that oil storages would run
outofspace. Thisled toadramatic price crashlast
month, during which Brent crude had plummeted
toitslowestlevel since 1999. The price for WTThad
beendriven toanegative for the first time in history.
Both Brentand WTI have since then been slowly
recovering.

Iran exporting goods to Pakistan

viaborder markets

Thehead ofthe border markets of Sistan-Baluchestan
Provincein southeastern Iran said on Thursday that
allbazaarsalonglran-Pakistanbordersare openand
tradeisinprogress.

Mobeen Mirali told IRNA that due to the outbreak of
coronavirus the borderbazaars were shutdown, but
because the people of Pakistan need Iranian goods,
aftertalks, alltheborderbazaars of the province were
reopened.

Mirali said the border bazaars of the province are
located in Mirjaveh, Kuhak, Pishin, Jaleq,and Riman.
"For achieving our goals, 120 trucks have been
prepared to take the goods to Pakistan. The shipments
mostly contain food, dates, and construction
material,"headded.

Mirali said export to Pakistan is now possible only
through market bazaars. Pakistan does notallow
imports through border points fornow.

Batch of nuclear fuel delivered to Bushehr power
plant

Batch ofnuclear fuel delivered to
Bushehr power plant

Consignment ofnuclear fuel has been delivered
to Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant, southern Iran, in
cooperation with the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEOI) and Rosatom State Nuclear Energy
Corporation of Russia.

Thebatchwas delivered on Wednesday.

According to the publicrelations of office of the
AEOI, the fuelistobe placed atthe heart ofthe 1,000
megawatt power plantso thatthe only nuclear power
of the Middle East be able to produce clean and
dependableelectricity.

Despite the restrictions due to the outbreak of
coronavirus, interactionand cooperation between
Iranand Russiaarein progress on schedules, taking
into considerationall the sanitary protocols.
Continuation of activities in Bushehr Nuclear
Power Plantis sign of [ran’sresistance to the West's
oppressive sanctions, constant and peaceful
cooperation with nuclear technology owners and
capability of [ranian nuclear scientists.
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Development of agreement purchase of spring

onions by Iran Rural Cooperative Network

Deputy Minister ofihad for Agriculture explained

the details oftheagreed purchase of spring onions

inthe southern provincesand Jiroftand Kahnooj

regionsbythe Rural Cooperative NetworkofIran.

t-_%l*’//g;u

NEWS

According to
Pat, Dr. Hossein
Shirzad, Deputy
Minister
of Jihad for
Agriculture

IS .hd CEO ofthe

Central Organization
of Rural Cooperatives
of Iran, while
referring to the onion
harvest in Jiroft and
Kahnooj regions In
the continuation and
spring plans and the
agreed purchase ofthis
product by the Rural
Cooperative Network,
said: "Production and
supply in excess of
marketneeds, caused
the price of onions Has
adecline and farmers
have marketing and
sellingtroubles.

He further emphasized:
Accordingto the tables
prepared from the
demand statistics of
agreed purchase of
onionsuntil the 10th of
Ordibehesht 1399, the
totaldemandis 1650
tons,ofwhich1101 tons
have been transported
to the provinces ofthe
country.

He added: In the face
of marketsaturation of
agricultural products
and sluggish sales,
Buying and selling
prices of products
at the origin and
destination will cause
ambiguity and lack of
transparency, and this
will exploit profiteers
and intermediaries
to buy products at
reduced prices on
the farm, and sell at
previous prices in
metropolitan markets.
As aresult, thereis a

significant difference
between the price paid
tofarmersand theprice
taken from consumers,
and huge profits go to
profiteeringbrokers.
The Deputy Minister
ofJihad-e-Agriculture
continued: "Increasing
the producer's share
of the final price and
paying the real price
of the product by the
consumer will ensure
the welfare of both
parties."
Inordertoimplement
the supportive policies
of Farmers and prevent
their losses, the
Rural Cooperatives
Organization of Iran,
through its network of
companies and rural
cooperativesunder its
auspices, purchased
onion onions from
farmers in Jiroft and
Kahnooj to Market
stimulus offersand sell
the purchased product
directly to consumers
inmetropolitan areas.
He further stated: in
order to facilitate and
increase the export of
this product, measures
have been taken For
example, the proposal
to eliminate the export
tariffon onion products
(the amount of ten

Solution: NO 474

(00)
©

Eurasia
tariff

thousand tomans for
eachKilo) was given to
the marketregulation
working group, which
fortunately led to
theresult. And onion
export tariffs was
removed from the
beginning of May this
year.

According to Dr.
Shirzad, in order to
improve the marketing
processofthisproduct,
in cooperation Tehran
Municipality's Fruit
and Vegetable Markets
Organization,anumber
of single-product
booths, direct supply
Farm products and
marketsareavailable to
farmersand producers
Thehead ofthe Central
Organization of Rural
Cooperatives of Iran
further stated: In this
regard Agricultural
Rural Cooperative
Networks have entered
the field with all their
mightand in the first
stage

About 5,500 tons of
quotas have been set
for the provinces, of
which 1,200 tons have
been allocated so far
Forsupply and salein
metropolitan boothsto
the provincesand up to
250tons by The Union

of Rural Cooperatives
of Kurdistan Province
has exported to the
Iraqi Kurdistanregion
viathe Bashmakborder
Unfortunately, truck

supply problems
have slowed this
transportation.

Dr. Shirzad added:
"In addition to the
mentioned plans and
solutions, there are
consultations with
the fund."We have
had the supportofthe
agricultural sector
to provide 40 billion
rialsinfacilities for the
purchase and storage
of onions in the cold
storages oftheregion
to the Jiroft Rural
Cooperative Union.

Accordingtothe Deputy
Minister of Jihad for
Agriculture, so far
more than 50 billion
rials have been spent
on Storage and transfer
of onion products
to the provinces of
the country and now
the most important
challenges of Supply
of purchased onions
is inter-provincial
transportation
problems and a
significantincreasein
transportation costs
overthe pastweek.

has granted
exemptions to

7 | Eurasiareduces tariffson 10 Iranian
exportsitems tozero

exemptions are being
granted to recover the

10 Iranian exportitems
within the framework of

preferential trade since
April1,accordingtoalocal
official at Industry, Mine,

and Trade Organization of
Gilan Province.

Mohammad Feyz, who was
speaking on Tuesday, said

thatthe exemptions will
remain in place until June
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that the

negative effects of the
spread of COVID-19 and
prevent the shortage of
suchitemsinthe member-
states ofthe union.

The official expressed
hope thatthe exemptions
will lead to an increase
in exports as well as a
surgein production amid
tough US sanctions on the
countryand the COVID-19
outbreak.
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What's News

Iran exports
10,000 tons of
eggs toregional

countries

The director-
general of the
National Union of
Egg-Laying Hens
notedthataccording
to statistics, in the
first month of the
currentlranianyear
(started March 20,
2020),0ver 10,000
tons of eggs were
exported to Iraq,
Afghanistan, Oman,
and Qatar."
Inaninterview with
IRNA on Friday,
Reza Torkashvand
described the
country's egg
productionsituation
as favorable
and added that
according to the
production plan
for the current
[ranian, the exportof
between 70,000 and
80,000 tons ofeggs
hasbeenplanned.
Eggsarenowbeing
exported to Iraq,
Afghanistan, Kuwait,
and Qatar, he said.
The director-
general of the
National Union of
Egg-Laying Hens
stated that with
the follow-up of the
Trade Promotion
Organization and
our commercial
attaché in
Afghanistan, the
export of eggs to
Afghanistan has
been facilitated
because there have
been restrictions
on exports to this
country before.
The official
underscored that
of course, every
year at this time
due to reduced
consumption, we
faced a drop in
egg prices, which
this year due to
management and
continued exports,
aswellasincreased
consumption of
this product due
to the outbreak of
coronavirus and
the closure of most
food supply units,
the prices have not
fallen much.
Torkashvand noted
thatlastyear, about
over 1 milliontons of
eggswere produced
in the country, of
which more than
41,000 tons of this
producthave been
exported to target
countries.



Washington is closely
monitoringIran.

The US officials also
threatened Iran with
military attacks after
an encounter in the
Persian Gulfwith IRGC

Agency thatthey wantto downplay the achievements
ofthe Iranian nation, thereby preventing Iran from
being arole model for the world's freedom-seeking
nations.

He added thattheyhave been obstructingthe progress
of the Iranian nation by maximum pressure and

US trying to prevent Iran
from being role model for

freedom-seekers
Political Deputy of IRGC Basij Volunteer Forces said
thatthe Americans wantto preventIran from being
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arole model for the freedom-seeking nations of the

world.

Referring to the remarks of US officials and the efforts
of foreign media to downplay the achievements of
the IRGCinlaunching the Noor-1 satellite, Qassem
Habibzadeh said in an interview with Mehr News

sanctions for 41 years, but they are still facing eye-
catchingachievements of [ran.
For thisreason, the USis doingits best to downplay
Iran'sachievementsin orderto be able to continue its
illegitimate interestsin the region, he said.

Inreaction to the successful launch of the first military
satellite by IRGC, US President Donald Trump said that

Navy.

How to maintain peace in Persian Gulfregion

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo also called on the
UN Security Council to extend

Iran's arms embargo under the pretext of
preventinganew armsraceinthe Middle East.

NEWS
German
Blacklisting 'll;he preéelI;;e of foredign forc;es in the Tl'u]npthl'eatens Saudis with
ersian Gulfhas caused regional securit
of Hezbollah efforts to secure the integrests ofthesz Withdl'ﬁWﬁlOfUSﬁ'OOpSifOPECdOﬁS
Serves X=X notbeginto cutoil production
US, Israel AstheUnited Statesforced Saudi Arabiatoend the oil price war
Interests: Iran . . By:Javad Heirannia with Russia, USPresident Donald Trumpissued an ultimatum
Iran’s  Foreign %“’JJW The security toSaudileaders.
Ministry spokesman ISFAHAN policy of countries Duringaphone talk with the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia,
strongly condemned N E w s stems from how MohammedbinSalman, onApril 2, Trumpsaid thatifOPECdoes
the German their ruling elites notbegintoreduce oil production, itwillnotbeableto prevent
government’s decision NEWS understand USlawmakersfrompassingalaw onthewithdrawal of UStroops
to blacklist the o B concepts of fromthekingdom, Reutersreported citing sources.
Lebaneseresistance “threats"and "securityissues” Thethreattodestroythe 75-year-oldstrategicalliance wasatthe
movement Hezbollah and "howtodealwiththreats". centerofacampaignto pressure Riyadh,whichled toalandmark
asameasure serving The security policy in the - globalagreementto cutoilsupplies.
the objectives ofthe US Persian Gulfhasnotgoneits thepurposeofthesecurity arms purchases provide Endeavour(HOPE). " '
and the Zionistregime natural course throughout referr)enlc)e. Accordingto thi}s, advancsd militaryquipment It should (be nz)ted that US hopeﬁll toextendal'msembargoon
ofIsrael. history and due to the view,"government'istheonly to these countries, they security plansshouldtake |[pan
In a statement on presenceofforeigncountries source ofsecurity.Underthe misunderstand the concept intoaccounttherealitiesand Despite oppositions form some UNSC members the US is
Thursday, Seyed intheregion, thebalanceof realisticapproach,thethree ofrealsecurity thatshould concernsofallcountries,and 'hopeful'tobeableto extendanarmsembargoon Iran.
Abbas Mousavi natural forceshasnotbeen approaches of "collective protectpeople. thereshouldbeaseriouseffort | Accordingto Reuters, the United Statesis "hopeful” the UN
vehemently formed. defense” manifested in In other words, when the tomakethemoperational. Security Council will extend anarms embargo onIran before
condemned the FormerCIAagentGrahamE, NATO, "collectivesecurity” militaryexpendituresofthese Therefore,relyingon projects itexpiresin October,atop US State Departmentenvoy said on
German government’s Fuller has confirmedthisin manifested in the United countriesarecomparedwith that do not include the Thursday, despiteakey Russian official signalingthat Moscow
move to accuse the hisbook “The Centerofthe Nations,"ConcertSecurity" theleveloftheireconomicand interests ofall the regional opposedsuchamove.
Lebanese Hezbollah Universe.” manifestedinthenineteenth-  politicaldevelopment,wesee countriesispurelyuselessand | Brian Hook, the US Special Representative for Iran, said the

of “promotingarmed
struggle with terrorist
means.”

“It appears that
certain countries in
Europeare adopting
their stances without
considering the
realities in the West
Asia region and by

This has made regional
strugglestobebased onthe
interests of foreign countries.
Suppose, for example, that
Iranand SaudiArabiadecide
to normalize relations
tomorrow, will regional
powers allow Riyadh to do
so? Onthe otherhand, does
SaudiArabia'sunderstanding

century European concertcan
beidentified.

Other categories of regional
securityapproachesthathave
abroader view of security
include the three general
approaches of "shared
security”,"comprehensive or
all-encompassing security”,

and "cooperation-based

akind ofimbalance. Thisissue
isnotedinthe United Nations
HumanDevelopmentReport
onArabcountries.

Based on this, it can be
seenthatregional security
campaigns, do not protect
people and just provide
artificial stability by providing
securityfortherulingelites.

willincrease mistrust.
Although the Hormuz Peace
Endeavour (HOPE) isbased
onregional reality,ithas not
yet been accepted by key
actorsintheregion,including
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
Cooperation Council.

In contrast, countriessuchas
SaudiArabia, Bahrain,andthe

United Stateshad drafted a Security Councilresolution onthe
issue, which would need nine votesin favor and novetoes by
Russia, China, the United States, Britain or Francetopass.
Some diplomats saythe United States wouldlikely struggle to
getlranianallies Russiaand Chinatoallowanarmsembargo
extension. But Hook repeatedly disagreed duringanews
conference,saying: "Wearehopeful."

Iran'sjudiciary express concernover
healthof Tranian scientistimprisonedin

payingregard only to of Iran as a threat merely security." This categoryhas Meanwhile, Iran has United ArabEmirateshave
the objectives of the serve Riyadh'sinterestsor abroadviewofsecurity,and presentedvarioussecurity increasedinsecurityinthe US
propagandamachine Washington's? non-governmental actors plans.The"RegionalDialogue regionby participatinginthe | IranianJudiciary’s High Council for HumanRights Ali Bagheri-

ofthe Zionistregime
and the confused US
regime,” headded.

“The German
government’sdecision
has been made with
complete disrespect
for the Lebanese
government and
nation, as Hezbollah
is an official and
legitimate part of that
country’sgovernment
and parliament, and
has always been an
influential political
party in the arena
of creating political

This example illustrates
how the presence of foreign
powers in the region is
effective and fundamental
in how the regional actors
perceivethe conceptofthreat
andthewaystodealwithit.
To understand this issue
better, we take alookatthe
common categories in
security theoriesthatfallinto
twosections.

The first one is based on a
realisticapproach thatoffers
anarrow interpretation of
security.Inotherwords, inthis
approach, theissue of security
is considered a “military”

aretargeted by the security
authoritiesand onthe other
hand, securityisnotpurely
military.

The model pursued by the
Arab Gulf states is based
on a realistic approach to
security, whichisanarrow
interpretation ofit.
Inthismodel, the Arab states
ofthePersian Gulfare focused
on "external balancing”
and mainly have security
agreements with countries
such as the United States,
France, Britain,and Turkey,
and haverecognized NATO's
presence on the basis of

Forum" and the "Non-
Aggression Pact" areamong
the security plans for the
Persian Gulfregion, which
havebeenelaboratedindetail
by the governmentofHassan
Rouhani and the Iranian
Foreign Minister Dr. Zarif.
Followingthese plans, Iran
presentedthe "HormuzPeace
Endeavour (HOPE)" to the
United Nations, which has
theoretically distanced itself
fromtheidealismofpastplans
andhasmovedtowardsakind
of realismbased onregional
relations.

Iran has repeatedly stated

US-European coalition. This
complexity furtherservesthe
interests of extra-regional
powers, and the countries
oftheregionwill notbenefit
fromitinthelongrun.
Accordingly, Iran has always
stated thatforeign countries
shouldleave theregion,and
the Presidentofthe Islamic
Republicoflranannouncedon
Wednesday that "the United
States should know this Gulf
iscalled the Persian Gulfand
notthe Gulf of New York or
Washington."

How theregional countries
canwithdraw from military

Kaniexpressed concernoverthehealth condition ofanIranian
scientistimprisonedinthe United States.

“Weare concernedaboutthe health ofallIraniansimprisoned
inUSprisons,”said Bagheri-Kanireferringtothenewsofranian
scientistinfected with COVID-19.
“Thenewsofthelranianscientistwhohasbeeninfected withthe
coronavirushasraised concerns,"headded, saying, “Therefore,
weare pursuinghisrelease fromtherelevantauthoritiesand
onlytherelease of Asgarican putanendtothe concernsabout
thehealthofthisuniversity professor”

Referringto mediareportsabout the poor condition of US
prisons, hesaid, “Thehistory ofrespiratory problems of Iranian
scientisthasmadethe concernaboutAsgari'shealthmuchmore
serious.”“Therefore, we callonthe Ministry of Foreign Affairsto
intensifyitseffortsfortherelease ofthe Iranianscientistand to
useallits political, diplomaticandlegal capacitiestorelease him
assoonaspossible,”hestressed.

Dr.Sirous Asgari,amaterialsscienceand engineering professor

stability in that conceptwhichmeansthatthe the "Istanbul Cooperation thatregionalsecurityshould and security agreements | whospokeoutinMarchabouttheunsanitaryand “inhumane”
country,” Mousavi definitionofsecurityisbased Initiative". onlybeprovidedbyregional with foreign powers when | conditionsindetention,wasplacedinanisolationcell thisweek
said, adding that on "militarythreats." Needless to say, the plan countries and that extra- theymistrusteachother?The | insideanImmigrationand Customs Enforcement (Ice)jailin
Hezbollah enjoys In the realist approach, reliesonforeignpowerson regional powers should answeristhattheyshould |Louisiana,Guardianreported.

massive  popular in addition to the narrow the one hand and military leave the region, however, create an atmosphere of |HislawyerslearnedonTuesday thathisCovid-19testwas
backing in Lebanon definition of security in andgovernment-centered ThelslamicRepublicdefines mutualtrustintheregionand | positive,andinaphone callwiththe Guardian, said Asgarihad
andintheregion. the subject area, we see a understanding of security amechanism forthisissue donotconsideroneotheras |hadafeverfordaysandcough.

“The German limited interpretation of onthe other. Thatis, while basedonthe"HurmozPeace athreat.

government’sdecision

has been also made -m

with utterimprudence

against a force that o o implementation of the provisions of this resolution, and

has had and still has RuSSla Rules Out EXtenSlon retﬂrn to full complianceF:Nith the JCPOA” the senior Russian

akeyroleinthe fight Of UN Arms Embargo on Iran diplomatsaid Recently USSecretary of State Mike Pompeo said

against the violent
terrorism of Daesh
in the region. The

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said renewing
aUNarms embargo againstIran whichis to expirein October
20201is outofthe question."For us, the case of the existing

Washington technically remained a “participant” in the deal,
knownastheJCPOA, in orderto useamechanism embedded
within the accord to make the UN maintain an arms embargo

German government, ban on arms deliveries to and from Iran was closed with ?nTehran. ) )

therefore, must be the adoption of Resolution 2231. The embargo regime We carl'notallowthe.lsla}mlc Republic F)flranto purchase

held accountak.)le expires in October this year,” Ryabkov said on Thursday, conventional weaponsinsixmonths. President Obaf'nashould

for the negative according to Sputniknews.He criticized the US forits selective never ha}{e Bareeciulentinelli arms embargo,. Pompe'o sl
consequences of approach to Resolution 2231, noting that Washington itself clalimed. We are prepared to exerc1seall(?fourdlplomatlc

its decision for the options to ensure the arms embargo stays in place at the UN move,

fightagainstthe true
terrorist groups in
theregion,” Mousavi
concluded.

had stopped adheringtoits provisions two yearsagoand has
since spared no effortto preventothernations from remaining
in compliance with the resolution by introducing unilateral
sanctions."Instead of discussing which provisions of Resolution
2231 could be used toachieve certain political goals, the US
would be better off ensuring the fulland comprehensive

Security Council.”In May 2018, US President Donald Trump
unilaterally pulled his country out of the 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powers, in defiance of global
criticism, and later re-imposed the sanctions thathad been
lifted against Tehranas part ofthe agreement.Inresponse to the

Tehran has so farrowed back

onits nuclear commitments four times in compliance with
Articles 26 and 36 but stressed thatits retaliatory measures
will be reversible as soon as Europe finds practical ways to
shield the mutual trade from the sanctions.
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modelforfreedom- Foreign Minister
seekers Mohammad-Javad Zarif
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Iranexports 10,000 the process of political
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againstcoronavirus,and
issuesof mutual interest
with Mohammad
Haneef Atmar, National

04:45:45 Security Adviser and
Noon call to prayer: the caretaker of the
13:00:16 Foreign Ministry of the of

Evening call to prayer:

20:04:16

WEATHER

High:26°c
Low:10%

Afghanistan over phone.
Inrelated news on the
same day, Zarif and his
Pakistani counterpart
Shah Mehmood Qureshi
discussed issues of
mutual interests, fight
againstthe coronavirus,
economic sanctions,
and the most recent
political developmentsin
Afghanistan over phone.

Thehead of the provincial office of the Headquarters for Revival of Urmia Lake in
West Azarbaijan stated thatthe level of Lake Urmiahasreached 1,271 metersand 84
centimeters,accordingto thelatestmonitoring.Farhad Sarkhosh, inaninterviewwith
IRNAonFriday,said thatthevolume of waterin thelake hasreached over 5.6 billion cubic
meters,adding thatthis volume is 500 million cubic meters more than that of the last
Iranianyear (ended March 19,2020).Comparingtheareaofthelakewiththe same timelast
year;heunderlined thattheareaofthelakehasincreased by 113 squarekilometersbased on
thelatestmonitoringand comparedtolastyear,andhasreached 3,193 squarekilometers.Sarkhosh

announced thatimportantwater transfer projects to Lake Urmiawill be putinto operation thisyear
gradually,sayingthatthe water transfertunnel from the south of West Azarbaijanis enjoying currently89% physical
progressandthisprojectwasputintooperationinJanuaryand the water ofthe Zab Riverreaches thelakebed.

Oil Prices Grow After OPEC+ Deal
Comes into Effect

Expertsays: Coronavirus pandemic requires

strong multilateral cooperation

An Executive Director at Asia Centre believes that the

COVID19-health pandemicisaglobal emergency that

requires strong multilateral cooperation.

Q.All countriesinthe world are now struggling
withacrisis called “coronavirus”. Whatdo you
thinkis the bestsolution to solve this epidemic
andreduceits effects?

A: The lethal coronavirus or COVID-19
health pandemicisaglobal emergency that
requires strong multilateral cooperation and
international solidarity to help countrieslike
Iran, There has beenadramaticincreasein
casesinlran,from 1501 0on2Marchto 21,638 by
22Marchandto 79,494 caseson 17 April. Thus
farthere have been 4958 deaths and 54,064
recovered at the time of writing. Globally there
havebeen2,251,770 casesand 154,311 deaths.
Itis widely recognized that the COVID-19
situationis bothahealthand an economic
disaster.

Pandemics, of which there have been severalin
the pasttwo decades (SARS,H1N1, Ebola), do
notrespectbordersand spread rapidly. These
pastcrisesled to warnings yearsago, including
by philanthropist Bill Gates, that the world’s
nextemergency would notbe inter-state wars
butaglobal pandemic. Governments are now
seeingthe merits of theirwarningsand, without
exception, are scrambling to make up foralost
timeandtoadapt.

The World Health Organisation (WHO), despite
President Trump’s criticisms, has responded
responsibly by coordinating data collection
from member-states, by disseminating such
information, by offering expertadvice and by
providingtechnologyand humanresourcesto
combatthe spread of the virus. The pandemic
makesitcrystal clear thatthe WHO is,and will
remainvital to crisisresponse.

The world community mustestablish stronger
global prevention and rapid response
mechanisms. Responses based solely on
nationalinterestsare evidently inappropriate.
Thisimperative is made obvious by a painful

awareness of the dramatichaltin globalization
and consequent national economic
consequences. The IMF currently predicts am
unprecedented melt-down. Recoverywill prove
difficultifnot coordinated properly through
strongerinternational collaboration, including
onprovidingthe WHO withaccuratereporting.
Q:the greatmajority of sanctions are imposed
by large countries and they often use flawed
arguments to justify imposing sanctions. Can
these policiesbejustified?

A:Insituations of humanitarian crises,such as
this pandemic, sanctions thataffect the basic
health needs of people ought to be suspended
orremoved completely. This has been the
traditional response of the international
community. The Pastexperience with sanctions
onlraq, for example, hasrevealed the deep
suffering of the people and not the targeted
regimeitself. Thisis why many former public
servants have called for targeted reductionsin
sanctions that preventtradingin medical and
humanitarian supplies. They include former
European Union (EU) Foreign Affairs Minister,
Federica Mogherini, former Director-General
ofthe WHO, Gro Harlem Brundtland, and senior
diplomats from the Bush, Clinton and Obama
Administrations. They warned of the potential
forhundreds ofthousands of deathsin Iran.

Q: Chinaurges other countries tolift sanctions
butother countries did notreconsider their
policies.

A:Sanctions by the International community,
in particular the United Nations Security
Council, were aimed at the preventing the
developmentofnuclear weapons by Iran. Most
UNSCsanctions were lifted by 2016, after the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
was signed. However, sanctions that were re-
imposed unilaterally by President Trump in
May 2018, have sought to maximize pressure
onIranafter Trump unwisely andirrationally
abandoned the JCPOA. The International Court
of]Justice (IC]), the UN’s topjudicial body, ruled
inadecisionin 2018, thatthe USmustliftsome
of the economic sanctions against Iran for
humanitarianreasons. The WHO is currently
assistingallnations.

Top Trump administration officials on Tuesday predicted

astrongeconomicreboundinthe fourth quarterasthe

coronavirus fades, buta senior White House adviser

warned thatnear-term unemploymentand GDP datawill

bea“verygrave” negative shock.

Kevin Hassett, senior economic
adviser to President Donald Trump
told CNN thatunemployment could
reach 16-20%, and GDP output
could fall as much as 30-40% on
an annualized basis in the second
quarter, apredictioninline with Wall
Street and Congressional Budget
Office forecasts.

“I''mjustsaying thatwe’re going to
havethebiggestshocksince the Great
Depression,” Hassetttold reporters
atthe White House. “It’'savery grave
shockand somethingwe need to take
seriously.”

He added thatthe first-quarter GDP
growth number beingreleased on
Wednesday would likely be negative,
telling CNN that this “will be just
the very tip oftheicebergofafew
months ofnegative news that’s unlike
anythingyou’ve everseen.”

Earlier, U.S. Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin predicted that the
economy could rebound by late
summer as statesallow thereopening
ofbusinesses thathave been closed
toslowthe spread ofthe coronavirus.
“As states startopeningup, [ think
you’'re goingto see alotofdemand
come back,” Mnuchin told Fox
Business Network. “Now again, the
states are going to open up slowly,
soyou’'re goingto seeJune and July
pick up, but I think by August and
September, you're going to see a big
bounce back from whathasbeena
veryrocky period.”

Trump, ata White House event on
Tuesday, also shifted the focus away

White House official warns of negative shocks
before rebound laterin 2020

from the near term, saying that the
fourth quarter “is going to be really
strongand I thinknextyearis goingto
beatremendousyear.”

“The third quarter is a transition
quarter. The second quarteris whatit
is,” Trump added.

Hassettsaid thata “prudent” fourth
coronavirus rescue bill would be
importantto securing strong growth
laterintheyear.
Inacurrentprogramaimed atkeeping
small business workers from being
laid off, Mnuchin said the Treasury will
auditalllargerloansover $2 million
and warned thatcompanies could face
criminalliability ifitturns outthey did
nottruly need the money.

“Anybody thattook the money that
they shouldn’thave taken — one, it
won’tbe forgiven, and two, they may
be subjectto criminalliability, whichis
abigdeal,” Mnuchin told Fox Business.
Mnuchin’s comments came as more
publiccompaniesand better-financed
entities have decided toreturn funds
or forego theirloan allocations after
the Treasury putoutnew guidancelast
week excluding well-financed publicly
traded companies from the forgivable
loans meant to fund payrolls and
other expenses duringvirus-related
closures.

On Monday, the Los Angeles Lakers
basketball team returned a $4.6
millionloanitreceived through the
program. Mnuchin told Fox Business
Network he was “outraged” by the
Lakers’requesteventhoughhewasa
fan ofthe top NBA team.

After running out of funds in less
than two weeks, the Paycheck
Protection Program was relaunched
on Monday with an additional $310
billion appropriated by Congress but
suffered technical glitches. Mnuchin
said thatthese had largely been fixed
on Tuesday.
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