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NEWS

Iran's Q4 Guild Sales Slipby 83%

Guildsacrossthe countryregistered an 83% declinein
salesduringthe fourth quarterofthelastfiscalyear (Dec.
21,2019-March 19,2020) compared with Q4 ofthe year
before.

Allguildsreportedsignificantdeclinesof 67-98%insales
duringtheperiodyear-on-year.

The telephone survey was taken from 414 licensed
business owners affiliated to [ran Chamber of Guilds
betweenMarch20and April 3.

Sales by shoe and bagguilds tumbled by 98%, textile
and clothing92%and sales of stationery and printguild
droppedby86%YOY.

Theso-called "low-risk" businessesaffiliated to Tehran
Chamber of Guildsreopened on April 18 to resume
activitiesas perthe SmartDistancingInitiative totackle
the COVID-19 outbreakwhile minimizingits economic
fallout.

Indoorshoppingmallsreopenedinthe capital on April 20.
According toa Health Ministry announcement, "high-
risk" workplaces such as cultural and sport centers,
beautysalonsandhotelsaretoremain closed until further
notice.

Aspertheinitiative, low-riskbusinesses were allowed
toresumeactivities on April 11inall provinces, except
Tehran, which followed suiton April 18.

Speaking on the effect of the new coronavirus on
businesses, Government Spokesman Ali Rabiei said,
"The earlyimpacts ofunemploymentcanbeseenin10
business groups thatwere closed as soon as the virus
was confirmed. Close to 3.3 million of the employed
populationinthe official economyare directly affected
bythecrisis."

22%YO0Y DeclineinProduction
Thesurveyresultsshowthatproductionby Iranianguilds
reducedbyanaverage of13.4%in Q4 compared with the
precedingquarter (Sept.22-Dec.20,2019)and 22.2%
overthesamequarteroftheyearbefore (Dec.22-March
20,2019).

Thesharpestdeclinein production was registered for
stationeryand printguild with 24% over Q3 and 32%
overthe Q4 0f2018-19.Alleightguilds surveyed posteda
1-24%decreasein production during Q4 compared with
Q3amidtheoutbreakofcoronavirus.

The International Monetary Fund estimates thatIran's
economy shrankby-7.6in2019.

Initslatest World Economic Outlook report entitled
"Chapter 1: The Great Lockdown", IMF expects thereal
GDPtoregistera3.1%growthnextyearafteracontraction
of-6%in2020.

"The COVID-19 pandemicisinflictinghighandrising
human costs worldwide. Protectinglivesand allowing
healthcare systems to cope have required isolation,
lockdownsand widespread closures to slow the spread
ofthevirus. Thehealthcrisisis, therefore, havingasevere
impactoneconomicactivity,' readsthereport'sexecutive
summary.

“Asaresultofthe pandemic, the global economy is
projectedtocontractsharplyby-3%in2020,muchworse
than duringthe 2008-09 financial crisis.Inabaseline
scenario, whichassumes thatthe pandemicfadesin
thesecondhalfof2020and containmenteffortscanbe
graduallyunwound, the global economyis projected to
growby 5.8%in2021aseconomicactivitynormalizes,
helped by policy support.”

5.2%Y0Y Declinein Employment

The Majlis Research Center's survey also shows
employment reduced by 3.7% over Q3 and 5.2%
compared withthesame quarter oftheyearbefore.None
oftheguilds posted declines over 9% compared with Q3
andthesamequarteroffiscal2018-19.

The sharpestdrop inemploymentwas registered for
textileand clothing:a 7%and 9% decline compared with
THE Q3 and Q4 0f2018-19, respectively. Interestingly,
handicraftsand carpetindustries posteda5%and 2%
improvementin employmentcompared with THE Q3
and Q4 0f2018-19.
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dieseland gasoline thatwasinterruptedinthe past

several weeksis gradually gettingback tonormal,

spokesman ofthe Petroleum Products Exporters

Unionsaid.
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“Neighbors,
including Iragq,
Afghanistan

had suspended
imports due to

Pakistan,

o

_EEEM  the outbreak of

coronavirus. They have
reopened their border-
crossings with Iran and
exports have resumed,”
Hamid Hosseini was
quoted as saying by IRNA
onMonday.

Referring to Iraq, which
suspended imports of
petroleum products from
Iran in March, he said
the Arab state has eased
(coronavirus-related)
quarantine for the fasting
month of Ramadan
(started April 25),due to
which consumption of oil
derivatives is expected
torise.

“Iraq’s Kurdistanregion
limited imports for three
weeks. However, as soon
aspricesroseand demand
increased, itresumed oil
derivative imports from
Iran.”

Accordingto the official,in
2018thevalue of Iran's oil
derivatives exports to the
Arabneighbor exceeded
$9 billion. But outbreak
oftheinfectious disease
badly hurt bilateral trade.
Diesel, kerosene, jet fuel
andliquefied natural gas,
including LNG and LPG,
are exported to Iraq,
Pakistan, Afghanistanand
Armeniavialandborders.
Pointing to the value of

to $25 billion worth
of petrochemicals,
petroleum products,
natural gas and poweris
sold to the fourneighbors
annually.

Giving a breakdown,
he said of the total
($25b), $12 billion is
from petrochemicals.
Petroleum byproducts
account for 33% ($8
billion) and the balance
comes fromelectricityand

natural gas exports.
All (energy and power)
export prices are

calculated on the basis of
international crude oil
prices.

Oil price futures for June
fell to below zero last
week for the first time in
historyasdemand almost
vanished. It improved
later falling to the lowest
since 1999.

The deadly Covid-19
has wiped out the travel
and aviationindustry as
peoplein most countries
stay away from travelling
and using cars with
lockdowns and close

downs hammering
economies as never
before.

$15.45abarrel on Monday
and Brent was sold at
$21.00abarrel.

“Ifthe downward trend
continues, Iran’s (energy
and power) export
revenues will decrease
by at least 33% or $8
billion ayear,” the PPEU
spokesman said.
However, he noted that
crude oil heavy fractions
including bitumen are
least affected by the
sliding oil prices and that
explains why gasoline is
cheaper than bitumen
now. Hedid elaborate.
Euro4,5 Diesel
Inrelated news, Alireza
Sadeqabadi, chief
executive officer of the
National Iranian Oil
Refiningand Distribution
Company, was quoted
as saying that diesel
compliant with Euro-4
and Euro-5 standards
hasbeensold nationwide
since December 2018.
European emission
standards define the
acceptable limits for
exhaust emissions of
vehicles. Euro 4 and Euro
5 concentrate on cleaning
up emissions from diesel

particulate matter and
nitrogen oxide.

Bandar Abbas Refinery
in Hormozgan Province
produces 14 millionliters
of diesel per day thatis
soldin the major portcity
and Chabaharin Sistan-
Baluchestan, Bushehrand
Kerman.

“Supplying quality diesel
tothethree mainsouthern
portcities,namely Bandar
Abbas, Chabahar and
Bushehr,isimportantas
they are among major
departureand destination
points formany trucks and
trailers.”

Daily diesel output from
Tabriz Refinery, East
Azarbaijan Province, is
three million liters and
availablein Eastand West
Azarbaijan, Ardebil and
Kurdistan provinces.
Bandar Abbas, Tabriz,
Arak, Tehran and Lavan
refineries produce 42
millionliters of Euro 4 and
5dieseladay. The fuelis
sold in Tehran, Markazi,
Isfahanand Alborz, Zanjan
and Yazd provinces. Total
diesel outputhasreached
70 ml/d, up 17 ml/d

exports, he said, "Close WTI June futures fell to cars, especiallyreducing comparedto2018.
Iran-Armenia said thatthe powertransmission  the coronavirusoutbreakhadno IrantoArmenia. N
. . projectbetweenlranandArmenia  effectonthejointprojectsofiran Iran and Armenia have had
powertl'ansmlssnon was in the process despite the and Armenia.Heunderlinedthat friendlyrelations for decadesso
pl‘ojectinprocess, Says  coronaviruspandemic. his country continued toprepare  thatIranbecame Yerevan's sixth
ambassador Armenia's ambassador to Iran  forwelcoming 60 techniciansfor ~ importanttrade partnerin2017

Armenianambassadorto Tehran

N

Artashes Toumanian said in an
online meeting on Monday that

the construction ofthe thirdline of
power transmission projectfrom

and promoted to the fifth place
nextyear.
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Iran to export coronavirus serology-
based diagnostickits

Iran’s vice president for
science and technology,
Sorena Sattari announced
the export of domestically
produced coronavirus
serology-based diagnostic
kits for the firsttime.

“Based on an agreement
with Ministry of Health
and Medical Education, the
license for exportofthe first
coronavirus serology-based
diagnostickits willbeissued,”
he said.

He made the remarks
during President Hassan

Rouhani’s meeting with the
directors of Iranian science
and technology parks and
knowledge-based companies,
held viavideo conference.
Sattarisaid, “In the field of
fighting coronavirus, we
havereached astage thatwe
can exportrelated products.
Some ofthese products, such
asthermometer device and
ICU equipmenthave notbeen
produced domestically before
the coronavirus outbreak, but
we are now self-sufficientin
producing them”.
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What's News

Asian shares fall
on fresh rout in

crudeprices
Asian shares and U.S.
stock futures dipped
into the red on Tuesday,
erasingearlier gains as
arenewed decline in oil
prices overshadowed
optimism about the
easing of coronavirus-
related restrictions seen
globally.

MSCI's broadest
index of Asia-Pacific
shares outside Japan
.MIAPJOOOOPUS was
down 0.3%. Shares in
China.CSI300fell 0.7%
and South Korean shares
KS11fell0.22%.

0il futures slumped
after the largest U.S. oil
exchange-traded fund
said it would sell all
its front-month crude
contractstoavoid further
lossesas prices collapse.
Some investors are
hoping the worst
may be over for the
world economy as
more countries allow
businesses to re-
open, but others see
reasons to remain
cautious, especiallyasa
coronavirusvaccine has
yettobe developed.
“We are less optimistic
and expect a slower
recovery in  the
world economy,”
Commonwealth Bank
of Australia said in a
researchnote.

“The risk of
reintroducing
restrictionsisariskto
market participants’
optimistic outlook for
a quick resumption
of normal economic
activity.”
Allthree major U.S. stock
averages advanced on
Monday and are all now
within 20% of their
record closing highs
reachedinFebruary.
The benchmark S&P
500 is on track for its
bestmonth since 1987,
aftertrillions of stimulus
dollars helped U.S.
equities clawbackmuch
ofthe ground lost since
the coronavirus crisis
broughtthe economy to
agrindinghalt.

But some analysts
believe gains may be
limited unless there
is progress in finding
treatments for the
disease.

From Italy to New
Zealand, governments
announced the easing
of restrictions, while
Britain said it was too
earlytorelaxthemthere.
New York state is not
expected toreopen for
weeks..
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Iranranks Ist
inworldfordrug

confiscation:
official

Iranranked firstamong
world countries for
confiscation of illegal
drugsinthelastIranian
year (starting 20 March
2019), according to an
official.
Secretary-General of
Iran’s Drugs Control
Headquarters General
Eskandar Momenimade
the announcement on
Tuesday, saying that
950 tons of narcotics
were seized in the
country lastyear, which
isunprecedentedinthe
history of [ranandinthe
world, and Iran had the
highest confiscationlast
year.

In Afghanistan, however,
less than 300 tons of
narcotics have been
discovered,headded.
About 74 percentofdrug
discoveries were due to
intelligence measures,
andmorethan 76 percent
ofdrugconfiscationswere
inthe eastofthe country,
Momenisaid,addingthat
allofthese measureshave
beentakenwhilelranhas
beenundersanctions.
Iran has been able to
have the highest drug
confiscation even in
sanctions conditions, he
noted.

International Deputy
of Iran Drug Control
Headquarters Nasser
AslanisaidonApril23 that
some 17,765 kilograms
ofillicitdrugs consisting
of 15,339 kilograms
of opium and 1,186
kilograms of hashish,
428kilograms ofheroin,
577kilograms of crystal,
53kilograms of grass, 67
kilograms of morphine,
and 116 kilograms of
otherkindsofdrugshave
been confiscated by police
forcesacrossthe country
inthelastweek.

Based on the United
Nations reports,
Afghanistan ranks first
astheproducer of opium
and heroininthe world.
Iran, being Afghanistan's
neighbor, has always
beenthe mainroute for
smugglingnarcoticstothe
Westernworld.

Iran is at the forefront
of the fightagainstdrug
traffickingand thousands
oflranianforceshavebeen
sofarmartyredtoprotect
theworld fromthedanger
ofdrugs.

Despite high economic
and human costs, the
IslamicRepublichasbeen
actively fighting drug-
trafficking over the past
decades.

o
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Europe must take serious
stances against US anti-
human actions: President
Rouhani

Inatelephone conversation, the presidents of Iran and
Croatiastressed the need to develop and deepenrelations
and cooperation, and stressed the need for all countries
toworktogether to fight coronavirus, which has affected
almostevery countryin the world.

The presidents of Iran and Croatia also expressed their
condolences to the people of the two countries in the

President Lauds Iranian Science, Technology

difficult conditions of the outbreak of coronavirus, and
called for sharing of experiences and capabilities in
combattingthe disease.

In the telephone conversation, the two presidents also
stressed the need forall countriesin the world to cooperate
and help each otherintoday's difficult situation and to
confrontthe unilateral behaviour of some countries.
Referringtotheillegal,irrationaland inhumane behaviour
of the United States in withdrawing from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and imposing
sanctions and maximum pressure on the Iranian nation, Dr.
Hassan Rouhanisaid, "Continuation of this behaviourisan
inhumane act, and Iran expects European countries to take
serious stances againstsuchbehaviours".

Parks for Help in Coronavirus Battle

President of Iran Hassan Rouhani
highlighted the rapid progress that
science and technology parks have made
inthe country overthe pastcouple ofyears,
sayingsuchavaluableassethashelpedIran
cope with the coronavirus epidemic.

In remarks at a
meeting with
the directors of
Iranianscience and
technologyparksand
knowledge-based

NEWS

_ B companies, heldvia

video conference

onMonday evening, Rouhani

said the domestic science DeScribing

science

and sayingthe capability to fulfill andtreatment.

Referringtothe goodrelations
between the two countries
and the importance of
developingand deepening
relations with Iran, the
Croatian President said,
"As a country with a long
history and civilization and
an exceptional position in the
region, Iranis of special importance

for Croatia".

Zoran Milanovié called the US move toincrease sanctions
and pressure on Iran in these difficult circumstances
inhumane and wrong.

NEWS

Defense Ministerurgesforboosting
readinessto confrontnovel threats

Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami
saidthatthe countryneedstoraisereadinessforfacingnew
threatsinthe future“COVID-19isnotjustahealthissue, ithas
affectedallaspectsoflife such culture, security,and economy
and we should constantly update our readiness against
novelthreats,” he said on Tuesday while payinga visit to
Tehran’sChamran Hospital.“Thisvirusbroughtmulti-faceted
achievementforthe countryandboosted our experience for
confrontingnovelthreats,”hehighlighted.“The outbreak can
provoke aggressive countries to pursue theirhostile plans
againstothernationsand soitisnecessary for the whole
countrytoboostitsreadinessto fightthese sorts ofthreats,”
said the minister.The virus has so farinfected more than
91,000 people while claimingabove 5,800lives. The country
hasmanaged to controlthe outbreak asthe number of daily
infected cases droppedbelow 1,000 on Monday for thefirst

and technology parks have
generated a large income
and created employment in
the countryatarapid pacein
recentyears.The number of
[ranianscienceand technology
parks has increased by
19 percent over the past 8
years, reachingatotal of43,
the president noted, saying
knowledge-based companies
working under the auspices
ofthe science and technology
parks have generated more
than 130 trillion rials in
income.Healso stressed the
importance of strengthening
theconnectionand cooperation
amonguniversities,scienceand
technologyparksandfactories,
sayingsuch collaboration will
benefittheinterestsofallthree

technologyparksasa “valuable
hiddenasset’,thepresidentsaid
such parks play a significant
roleinboostingtheknowledge-
based economy as well as the
employment of university
studentsand graduates.“Little
by little we must evaluate
our universities on the basis
ofthe number of science and
technology parks and the way
they cantransfersciencetothe
market through these parks.
[tmeans thatwe mustdeliver
ourscience, knowledge and
technology to the end user,”
Rouhaniunderlined.

He further praised the local
knowledge-based companies
for satisfying the domestic
demand for medical and
protective suppliesin the fight
againstthe novel coronavirus,

the domesticneeds and pave
thewayforthe exportofmasks,
disinfectants and medical
ventilators demonstrates the
country’ssuccessinattaining
self-sufficiencyand creatinga
knowledge-based economy.

Pointingtoaglobalracetobeat
COVID-19bymakingavaccine,
Rouhani said Iran has also
entered this competition. “Ifwe
manage to take a step forward
and achieve (the vaccine)
sooner than others, itwill be
significantin terms of glory,
health, saving human lives,
and economy."The president
further recommended that
the43science and technology
parksacrossthe countryshare
dutiesand focus onspecialized
fields relating to diagnosis,
productionofmedical supplies

He also made a reference to
areportfrom Vice President
for Science and Technology
Sorena Sattari, saying Iran
will startexporting COVID-19
serology-based testing kits
in the coming weeks after
meetingthe domesticdemand.
Thepresidentemphasizedthat
the local knowledge-based
companies canplayaleading
roleinmitigatingthe economic
andsocial consequencesofthe
coronavirus epidemic.While
people have to stay home,
knowledge-based enterprises
can fulfill their needs via the
virtual space, provide the
necessary information in
the cyberspace, and lessen
the economicimpacts of the
pandemic, the president
concluded.

sectors.
W t, angerofthe USand Westerncountriesandthe  letothersassault ournational interestsin
ests angel' proves satisfaction of the Islamic Republicoflran’s  anyway”

importance Of friends, Resistance Front,and thosewhowish ~ Boroujerdilauded the capabilities of [ranian
o independentcountriesgainmorepower;’said ~ scientists who managed to take another
satellite launch fOI' the MP. stride despite USsanctions,adding, “Those
(3 9 o IRGCsuccessfullylaunched and placedthe countries who are moving in the path of
lndependent Il.an' country’s first military satellite into the  sanctions againstIran should know that

MP

-AnIranianlawmakerssaid on Tuesday that
theanger ofthe western countries following
Iran’slaunch of Noor-1 satellite proves the
importance ofthe path ofindependence.
Alaeddin Boroujerdi, a member of
Parliament National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee, said the launch “proved
thatrelying on domestic capabilities can
guarantee more success than dependingon
majorworld powers.”

“Among the signs which point to the
significance of this achievement are the

orbiton Wednesday (April 22). The satellite,
dubbed Noor-1 (Light), was placed into the
orbit425kilometers above Earth’s surface.
Noor-1isIran’s firstmulti-purpose satellite
with application in the defense industry
amongotherareas.Itwaslaunched by Qased,
the country’s first three-stage satellite
launcher.

“Thelaunch distorted regional equations and
putthelslamicRepublicinahigher position,”
addedthe parliamentarian.

He went on to stress that [ran’s military
doctrineis ‘defensive’, saying, “we are against
aggression onany country and also, willnot

these measures have notaffected the Islamic
Republic’sdeterminationto progress, rather,
ithasstrengthened motivations.”
Thelawmakeralso condemned as ‘nonsense’
the US and some European countries’
accusations thatthe launch hasviolated
the UN Security Council resolution 2231.
“Americans showed their opposition to the
JCPOA by withdrawing from the agreement
and Europeans proved to be unable to stick
totheir commitments underthe accord,”
headded while also pointing to Russiaand
China’sstance whobelieve thelaunch hasnot
violated thedocument.

timeinthepast36days.
Russia Slams US Policy of Maximum
Pressure’against Iran

Russia's Permanent Representative to the United Nations
slammed Washington’s policy of “maximum pressure”
againstlran, saying thatsuch counterproductive decisions
by the UShave had anegative impact on the global non-
proliferation regime and regional security.“Whatis the
mainresultof USmaximum pressure policy? The compelled
reductionoflraniancommitmentsunder#]CPOA.Isn’tithigh
time toreassess objectively counterproductive decisions
which have affected negatively the global non-proliferation
regime and regional security?” Mikhail Ulyanovwrote on
Twitteron Tuesday.InMay2018,USPresidentDonald Trump
unilaterally pulled his country outofthe 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powers, in defiance of global
criticism,andlater re-imposed the sanctions thathad been
lifted against Tehranas partofthe agreement.Inresponse
tothe move, Tehran has so farrowed back onitsnuclear
commitments fourtimesincompliance with Articles26and
36butstressed thatitsretaliatorymeasureswillbereversible
assoonas Europe finds practical ways to shield the mutual
tradefromthesanctions.

Amir-Abdollahian:
"Resistance togive crushingresponse
toIsraelis’ occupation of West Bank'

[ranian ParliamentSpeaker's Special Aide for International
Affairswarned thatany moveby the [sraeliregime to occupy
parts of Palestine's West Bank will await the Resistance
Movement's crushing response.“The Zionists will regret
occupying parts of Palestine’s West Bank,” Hossein Amir-
Abdollahiantweeted on Tuesday.Hewarned thatshould the
[sraeliregime embark on occupyingthe Palestinianland,
itwillseeanewand shockingreaction fromthe Resistance
side.“The world will observe a considerable evolution
inResistance’snew movie,” headded.The Israeli prime
ministerhasvoiced confidence that Washington would give
Tel Avivthe nod within two monthstomoveahead with the
annexation of parts of the occupied West Bank. Benjamin
Netanyahu said the so-called peace proposal announced
by USPresidentDonald TrumpinJanuary wasapromiseto
recognize Israel'sauthority over WestBank.

threatstothe [slamic Republic’s territorial integrity.

Gen. Heidari:
US anti-Iran propagandain
Persian Gulf*out of fear’

Commander of [ranian Army Ground Force said the threats
and media propagandaby the USin the Persian Gulfemanate
from Washington’s fear from the Islamic Republic, saying that
the Iranian armed forcesareready to handle any threat posed
tothe country.

“The Americans are so afraid of the Islamic Republic’s power
that they grasp to media propaganda to hide their fear,”
Brigadier General Kioumars Heidari said on Tuesday, hinting
tothe US’new anti-Iran moves.

He stressed that the Iranian armed forces are keeping the
country’sland, seaand aerial territories under constant
surveillance, and will notlet the external elements pose any

General Heidarireferred to the recent military satellite launch
by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, saying that the
breakthrough has strengthened Iran's position among the
world powersin the space and thishas angered the enemies
ofthe country.

Commenting onthe Army Ground Force’sachievementsinthe
pastyear, General Heidari said the force has observed major
achievementsin differentfields, including cyberspace, noting
thatthe US’ pressureis never going to affect Iran’s ability to
defend itself.

Earlierin April, Brigadier General Heidari said new weapons
will be supplied to the Army later this year as part of the
“Labbaik 2” program.

The program will provide the force with equipment “fitting
the Army’s new structure” he said, includinga new weapon
replacing the Army’s widely used G3 rifle and three new

machine
guns.

“Inthe field ofarmor, we are currently working on developing

the T-90 tank with assistance from the Armed Forces and the

Defense Ministry,” he said, adding that tests were underway.



Iran raises concern about condition of
1500 migrants held in US’ detention

centers

Iran’s Foreign Ministry raised deep concern aboutthe condition of
1500 migrantswhoare held in overcrowded and unsanitary detention

centersinthe United States.
“Weraise deep concern about UN Human Rights reportindicating 1500

20000 Rials

migrantsareinjeopardy astheyare held in overcrowded and unsanitary detention

centerin America,” Iran’s Foreign Ministry said in a tweet.
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, @ raceinour region:
West’s anger proves Iran’senvoy to UN
importance of '

. Iran's ambassador
satellite launch for and permanent

‘independent’ Iran: MP

representative to
the UN, Majid Takht

Asiansharesfallon &  Ravanchi  pointed
. to the Stockholm
freshroutincrude International Peace
pl-ices o Research Institute’s
CALLTOPRAYERTIMEINISFAHAN reporton2019 world
military expenditure,

Morning call to prayer: consideringtheUSasthe
04:49:31 causeofadvancingarms
raceintheregion.“SIPRI

Noon calltoprayer: reporton 2019 world
13:00:37 military expenditure

Evening call to prayer:

20:01:57

WEATHER

High:21°c
Low:10°%c

is quite revealing:US
is top spender with
$732 billion, 3.4% of
its GDP.Saudi Arabiais
5thwith $61.9 billion,
8% of its GDP.Iran is
18thwith $12.6billion,
2.3% ofits GDP.So, who
isadvancingarmsrace
in our region?” Takht
Ravanchitweeted.

“Theregime mustbe held accountable for poor treatment of migrants. They are not
offenders. Letthem go!” the ministryadded.

Iran Oil Derivative Exports
Resume

Coronavirus Can Lingerin Air of Crowded
Places: Study

The life-threatening coronaviruslingers in the air

of crowded spaces and rooms thatlack ventilation,

researchers say.

Chinese Experts in Wuhan analysed
air samples from different parts of two
hospitals.

Results showed the virus, called SARS-
CoV-2,wasundetectable everywhere except
twoareas 'prone to crowding'.
Researchers found viral particles floating
intheair ofhospital toilets, which had very
little ventilation, the Daily Mail reported.
They also discovered especially high
concentrationsintheroomswhere medical
staffputonand took off protective gear.
latter suggests the virus can latch onto
clothingand become airborne again when
whenmasks, glovesand gownsareremoved.
Researchers behind the study say the
findings highlight the importance of
ventilation, limiting crowds and proper
disinfection.

Scientistsaround the world are scrambling
tounderstand how the virus, whichhasnow
killed more than 200,000 people, shedsand
spreads.

There is debate about whether enough
viral particles can survive in the air toinfect
peoplewhobreathe theminhourslater.
The latest study, led by researchers
at Wuhan University, suggestit may be
possible, without proper ventilation.

[t follows a wealth of studies that have
suggested the highly contagious disease
doesnotjustspreadviadropletsinacough
orsneeze.

Ke Lan, professor and director of the State
Key Laboratory of Virology at the university,
and colleagues setup so-called aerosol traps
inand around two hospitalsin the city.
They could not find detectablelevels of the
virusinthe corridors of wards and patients'
rooms.

Buttheydid discovererthemin toilets and
two areas thathadlarge crowds passing
through, includinganindoor spacenearone
ofthehospitals.

Writing in the study, the scientists said:
'Although we have not established the
infectivity of the virus detected in these
hospital areas, we propose that SARS-CoV-2
may have the potential to be transmitted via
aerosols.

'Ourresultsindicate thatroomventilation,
open space, sanitization of protective
apparel,and proper use and disinfection
of toilet areas can effectively limit the
concentration of SARS-CoV-2 RNA in
aerosols.'

It comes onthe backofaUSstudy which
hinted that coronavirus could spread
through the airand remain contagious for
hours.

The Nebraska University paper found high
levelsofthe buglurkingintheairin hospital
rooms longafterinfected patients had left.
What'smoreisthattraces ofthe coronavirus
were also discovered in hospital corridors
outside patients' rooms, where staffhad
beencominginand out.
researchersbehind the study say the finding
highlights the importance of protective
clothing for healthcare workers.
Theresearchers found viral particlesinthe
airbothinside theroomsandinthe hallways
outside oftherooms.

Their finding suggests people maybe able to
contractthebugwithouteverbeingindirect
close proximity to aninfected person.

The study's authors said this highlights the
importance of wearing personal protective
equipment (PPE).

Meanwhile, access to PPE for frontline NHS
staffis getting worse despite Government
promises toincrease supplies.

The Royal College of Physicians said those
workingin high-risk areas still could not
always access long-sleeved disposable
gowns and full-face face visors. It said the
shortageshad worsened in the last three
weeks.

Most Importers Meet Forex Obligations

Unfulfilled commitmentsbyimportersofessentialgoods

have decreased substantially thanks to measures by the

Central Bank ofIran 18 monthsago, an official with the

Unfulfilled commitmentsbyimporters
who use subsidized currency (1USD
42,000rials) forimporting essential
goodsdeclined from 27.87%inJanuary
2019 to 9.48% now, according to
Gholamreza Panahi, the CBI deputy
governor for currency affairs.

In other words, for 9.4% of total
subsidized currency given to import
basicgoodsnothingwasbroughtin, the
CBIwebsitereported.
Followingasteep declinein the value
ofthelocal currency two years ago,
the governmentintroduced stringent
import-exportrules,includingaban
onimporting of non-essential goods
producedinside the country.

It allocated subsidized forex for
importing a very shortlist of basic
(food) products to protect consumers
againstprice gouging and therising
costofliving.

Subsidized currencyisworth almosta
quarter of the ratesin the open market.
Adollaris currentlysold for 159,000
rialsin free market. The greenback
buys 146,000 rials at the secondary
market, known as Nima -- a special
platform for exportersand importers
totrade currency.

Panahicommended the CBI measures
and currency rules for the remarkable
declineinimporters’ failures to meet
their financial commitments.

As for CBI oversight, the official
pointed to the effects ofa monitoring
mechanism dubbed ‘Meeting
Import Commitments’. The system
is connected to an online platform
operated by the Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran used for
registration ofallimportorders.

The main function of the system is
to promote transparency within the
importprocess, from foreign currency
allocations by the CBIto placingorders
and customs formalities.

Inaddition, theregulatorbanned cheap
currency payments toimporters that
did notmeettheir forex commitments.
The performance of banks with regard
toimportcommitments oftheir clients
was appraised and monitored by the
CBL

Critical AuditReport

Panahi’s statements come on the heels
ofareportbythe Supreme Audit Court
of Iran, the supervisory arm of the
Majlis earlierin the month thatclaimed
large amounts of foreign currency given
toimporters remain unaccounted.
The courtsaid outofthe $31.4 billionin
subsidized currency given toimporters
from March 21 to Dec.3,2018, goods
worth $26.59 billion were imported.
In other words, $4.82 billion was
unaccounted.

Thereportwas dismissed by senior
government officials, including
PresidentHassan Rouhaniand CBIboss
Abdolnasser Hemmati.

Rouhanaisaid some of SAC’s findings
were “100% incorrect”, blaming
writers ofthereport for their “sheer
ignorance aboutthe country’srules
andlaws”.

Due to lack of openness and
transparency, subsidized currency
policies are often blamed for waste of
the country’s scarce currencyreserves
endingup inthe deep pockets of the
army of vested interests, avaricious
traders, middlemen and rent-seekers.
Anincreasingnumber ofthe peopleand
economicexpertssay the government’s
subsidized forexpolicy has so far failed
tosupportthelowincome strata. They
find serious faults with the system
guiding the distribution ofbasicgoods
and absence of efficient government
controland oversight.
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